STUDENT LCTION  FOR..  LBORIGINES

S U B M I 8§ S8 I 0N

- to+ -the.

JOINT COMMITTEER
o of  the o i
LEGISL.LTIVE COUNCIL and LEGISLLTIVE .SSEMBLY
upon
ABORIGINES' _ WELF.EE.

o0o

CHATRMAN: . G. R. CRAWFORD

M.L.A.



INTRODUCTION.

The mombers of the S.A.F.A. bus tour sncountsred a whole spoctrun
of whito attitudes to Aborigines. At the risk of a broad generalisation,
it appoars thet lying bohind most of the projudicos is the question "Why
can't they 1lift thomsclves up?" This particular failure seoms to be &
nanifostation of the vicious circle of poverty. Life in a depressing on-
vironment tonds to produce those attitudos, c.g. hostility towards educa-—
tion, which keop that individuwal in his poverty stricken stato. The
apparent lack of drive and ambition of tho Aborigines is the most common
rationalisation of discrimination. Tho nunerous forms of subtlo discrin~
ination and tho goneral sura of suporiority help to destroy the aboriginc's
ambition and sap his initiative, In combination with the depressing on~
vironment tho vicious circle is complote.

Prosident Lyndon B. Johnson in his famous "War on Povorty' spooch
of March 1964, gavec tho most clogquent outline of the vicious circlc when
discussing "hopelsssness for the young" «...

"Phe young man or woman who grows up without & decent education, in

& broken home, in a hostile or squalid onvironment, in ill hoalth or
in the face of racial injustice =—— that young man or woman is oftcen
trapped in a life of povorty. Ho does not have tho skills dumanded
by & conplex socioty. Ho does not know how to acquirc those skills,
Ho faces 2 nounting scnso of despair which drains initiative, ambi~-
tion and eneorgy,"

The conmon opinions about ABorigines =~- that they are lazy, and
dirty, can all be intorpreted as manifostations of this vicious cirecle. It
is the purpetual failure of tho Aborigine to 1ift himself up which fortifics
these opinions. Thore is no real appreciation of the diffioculties focod by
the individual Aboriginc. This situation hos boon perpetuntod by the
stotets wnwillingnoss to faco the vicious circlo squarely. It is hopod
that the oxemple of the policics adopted by the war on poverty programme in
the U.S.A. will heve changed this attitude.

Romedial action will bo necessarily slow, and requires more attun~
tion to ench individucl's particular probloms. Policy must not be scen in
quantitative torms, i.0., how much money is spoent. The most fruitful ap~

proach ies a qu.litetive one, to discuss tho TYPES of policies which are

necossary.



