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.- INTRODUCTION. 

Tho ndmbiirs of tho S.A.F.A. bus t o u r  ancountxmd a wholo spstrUi? 

of wLi to  at t i tudos t o  Aboriginas. A% tho  r i s k  of a broad gonoralisation, 

it ap2oars tha t  ly ing  bahind most of tho projudicos is thu question "4hy 

can ' t  they l i f t  t h m m l v e s  up?" 

nanifostat ion of  tho vicious c i r c l o  o f  I)ovaty.  

This  pa r t i cu la r  f a i lu ro  803~1s t o  3e a 

Life i n  a deprossing an- 

vironnont tonds t o  produco those a t t i t udos ,  e.g. h o s t i l i t y  towards oduca- 

t i on ,  which keop t h a t  individual i n  h i s  povorty etr ickon stato. Tho 

apaarent lack  of  dr ivo  and ambition of  tho Aboriginos is  tha noet comon 

ra t iona l i s a t ion  of  discrimination. Tho nmerous f o r m  of  subtle d iscr in-  

ina t ion  and tho gonoral aura of  supor ior i ty  holp t o  dostroy tho cbor ig inofs  

anbi t ion  and sap h i s  i n i t i e t i v c .  I n  combination w i t h  tho doprossing on- 

vironnont tho v ic ious  c i r c l o  is conploto8 

P r u s i d m t  Lyndon B. Johnson i n  h i s  fanous Itwar on Povorty" S B o O G h  

o f  March 1964$ gave t h o  most oloquont out l ino of  the vioious c i r c l o  whon 

discussing tlhopelessness f o r  t h o  young" . . . 
"The young man o r  woman who grows up without e, decent education, i n  
a brokon hono, i n  a h o s t i l e  or squalid onvironuant, i n  ill haa l th  o r  
i n  tha fsco of  r a c i a l  i n jus t i co  -- t h a t  young nan o r  womn is  often 
trsppod i n  a l i f o  of povdrty. HJ doos not havs tho &ills  dacndod 
by c conslirx socioty. Eo does not know how t o  acquiro those sk i l l s ,  
Ho faces  a nounting scjnso o f  despair  which dra ins  i n i t i a t i v o ,  m b i -  
t i o n  and onorgyctt 

Tha comon opinions about Aboriginos -- t h a t  thoy a m  lazy, 2nd 

d i r t y ,  can a l l  bo intorprotcd as manifostatiopa o f  t h i s  vicious c i ro lo ,  It 

is the  p a p o t u a l  f a i l u r o  of tho Lborigino t o  l i f t  himsolf u3 which f o r t i f i e s  

those opinions. Thoro is no real apDreoiation of tho d i f f i o u l t i o s  fccod by 

tho individual  Aborigine. This s i t u a t i o n  hcs boon pporpotuatod by the 

s t c t o f s  unwillingnoss t o  fnco tha v ic ious  circlo squc.roly. It is hopod 

t h a t  tho ilxeaplo of  tho 2o l i c ios  nclo2tod by tho w a r  on povorty programno i n  

tho 7J.S.A. w i l l  have changod t h i s  attitude. 

Ronodinl ac t ion  w i l l  bo nocossarily slow, end roquiros  more s t tun-  

t i o n  t o  each individw.1's pz r t i cu la r  problons. Pol icy must not be 8 m n  i n  

quant i tot ivo tarns, i.o., how much nonay is  spont. Tho most fruitful 2.p- 

proach i e  a quL.litctivo one, %o discuss  tho TYPES of  po l ic ios  which PZO 


