SECTION. IV. - EDUCLTION OF THE PUBLIC.

The Darwin Conference July 1963 listed as one of the eleven "meth-
odes of advancing the Policy" of assimilation, the following:

(x) Positive steps to vnsure awarcness in the community that imple-—
‘nentetion ofithe policy of assimilation is possible only if
Aborigines are accepted into the community and that the community
plays its full. part.

This seems to be a rgcognition of the necessity of replacing the ig-—
norance, stereotype and projudice of many»Australians'living‘inﬂcontact with
Aborigines, by d~constrnctive»understanding;»'_The failure to'effectivélyv
implement this recognition is o very fundamental oné that undermines welfare
progranmes.

In practicc, the "positive steps" amount to a very small number of
Public addresses and radio talks, all by invitation, In 1959 thore were
only eighteen public addresscs and three radio talks in N.S.W.l

The content of these cfforts can porhaps be inferred from the other
neans of publio education, the pamphlets published by the Welfars Board and
voluntary bodies. The publications of the Australian Board of Missions,
the Dspartment of Torrltorles, the National Aborlgines Day Observanoe Con~
nittoe, and the N.S.W. Aborlginas' Welfare Board's "Damn", come under criti-
cal examination.

The National Aboriginss Day Observance Committee publications are
probebly the most widely distributed. The mogt valueble: contribution of
these pamphlots, for example, "Tho Aborigines and You", July 1963, is in the
anthropologiocal insizhts they offer into the Aborigines' past.

Howevor, the representation of present policies and provision is
charactorised by & complacsnt finality and a mislcading simplification. Wo
aro told of the

"coumon viewpoints, in lsgislation and in direct practical matters
undorlying measures for the advancement apd welfare of the Abori-
ginal population", in each of our States.

This statoment purports to account for the South Aust#gliancScheme'withfits
progressive oux1ook, its concorn forfAboriginal'landFQighté, end its empha-

Bis on educational and voocational training and consolidation.
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The booklot expresses the popular misconception that because cul-
tures ovolve over hundreds or even thousands of years, the membars of &
different cultural and racial group must be exposcd to change in gontle
stagés of transition. |

"For gengration after generation, cultural adjustmont will take
place."

There is no admission that the individuwal's charactoristics which
nark hin out as & menber of his cultural group arc acquired in the sarly
yoars of his life in the process of his training and oducation, and may be
dramatically affuotod during this time, and that wo do hot have to wait for
the slow mafch of qulfurai‘evolﬁtioﬁbfor the Aboriginog to learp tho con-
plexitics of whitovAﬁétralian living} Particularly not in N.S.#., whoro
there are no real tribal entities left, no full-blood Aborigines who know
only & tribal language, and no Aborigines who haven't had fairly consistent
contact with white commercc, oeducation, law onforcement, and omploymont.

These booklets do not set out to give such an understanding. They

aro intended nmerely

"o describe the sort of work that is boing done and to sgggost
neans by which this work can be doveloped and cxtended.™

The important questions that one meets in reference to the Aborigi-
nes all over the State are lcft unanswercd, or to be answercd by local
racial folk-lore. Are the Aborigines rcally "a holpless, hopeless people?
If not, why do they live the way they do, on the fringes of towms, on wasto
land and garbate disposal arcas? Why do the childron not attain average

educational levels? Why are the Aborigines so widely considered o disocascd

depravoed race, to be distructed and avoided?

A1l of theso questions are lcft unanswered, yet they are the ques-
tions which peoplo fecl are most relovant to whothor assimilation is o vinble
policy, or not.

Yet in the N.A,D.0.C. pamphlets we are told optimistically

ond cuphenmistically, that "older concepts" about tho Aborigines "have tond.d

to _chonge with tho years" cnd "tho genoral population is willing to accept
and_snoourago AboTigines.”
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Nevertheless, "Aborigines in the Community" trios to crgue that
kborigincs cre capoble of the same achiovements as other Australians. No
reasons ore givon but the case is supportod by carefully selected, glossy

photographs of outastanding individusls, like Kath Wolkor, Harold Blair and
othor Aborigincl success stories.. '

Woll substantiated and cuthoritative answers to all of the doubts
end suspicions mentioned arc aveilsble. If formulatod eand widoly distribdu-
tod in Conmonwodlth publications for N.i.D.0.C., & groat docl of understand-
ing could be achievod which would strike at the barriors of discrimination,
inforred inforiority ond the suspicion that obstructs progross.

The UNZSCO Stotoment on Race and Roco Difforencos 1962 (May 26th)
for oxample, has among other relevant itoms,

(b) Aveilablo scivntific knowledge provides no basis for bolieving
thot the groups of mankind differ in thoir innate -capacity for
intollectual and emotional development.

(4) Vast social changss heve occurred that have not boon comected
in any way with changvs in racial type. Historical and socio-
logicel studies thue support the vicw thot genvtic difforonces
are of littlo significance in detormining the sooial and: oul-'-
turel difforonces butween difforent groups of mon.

Whon we hove shown}thatfdifferénoes'ih;édﬁqatiéhal_dnd 6éoupationa1
attoinnents and weys of life are the outcome_ of social and cultural diffor-
onces, incquelitics of real opportunity and the handicap of our past and
prosont welfare policies in maintaining depondoncy and social inadoquacy;

then wo will be able to estoblish the noed for accoptance and community in-

volvenont of an unpetronising and genuinely holpful noture.



