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The Dopestnent of Education assunod roeponsibi l i ty  f o r  the oduca- 

t i o n  of  Aboriginal ch i ldren  i n  1939. 

teachers ,  .oonditions ifi ROSO~VQ schools did not bocono ronotely comparablo 

w i t h  thoso of the  othor publia schools  u n t i l  t h o  l a t e  1950's. As a result 

of the dofioienoies i n  eduoational f a c i l i t i o s ,  along with tho poor onviron- 

nont of the  children, i3 hag boon found f ron tho N.S.W. Toachorsf FQdora- 

t i o n  S W G ~  of Aboriginal Children i n  N.S.SJ. socondary schools, t h a t  only 

one Aboriginal ch i ld  procoods t o  f i f t h  year, conparod with 35-40 studonts 

Howover, duo t o  t h o  shortago of  

. I fron the  sane nunbor of Europoan chi ldren,  

The f ao te  rovealed by tho Survey show how unwarrantod is the o f f i -  

c i a l  complacency expressed by the Aborigines' Wolfaro Board, i n  the 1963 

linnunl Report, which statos t h a t ,  

IlAboriginal s tudents  are i n  a b o t t o r  pos i t ion  than t h o i r  white 
countorparts as far as education is conaerned." 

The following arguments indioate  why tho Board has no grounds for 

such conplaooncyr 

(a) The Six th  Grado Bursary Egamination is the s t i pu la t ed  t e s t  of entranco, 

ovan though the s tudent  does not havo t o  pass, f o r  qua l i f ioa t ion  f o r < a  

Board Bursary. 

t rance,  f o r  t he  following reasons: 

Undar the prosont systen tsaohors have beon uninfornod about tho Abor- 

iginosi Wolfare Board Bursary, owing t o  the f a c t  t h a t  thoy are  not nndo 

awaro, through the Eduoation Gasotto, of the apeoial  case, viz. t h a t  

a l l  t h e i r  aboriginal  pupi ls  of the s ix th  gr&& should be antered for 

tho Sixth Grade Bursary. 

should thay f a i l  the  S i r t h  Grade Bursary, for consideration f o r  t h o  

This is not r e a l l y  a vsry sa t i s f ac to ry  t o s t  o f  on- 

(b) 

This autonat ioal ly  qw.lif iee then, ovon 

A.W.B. Bursary. 

(c )  BQOCUSQ tho word "bursctry" is associated i n  the ninds of  toachers and 

paronta, with f a i r l y  high aoadonio a t ta inuent ,  t h i s  i n  i t s e l f  aerves 

t o  na in ta in  a low numbor of liboriginal appl icants  f o r  tho prol ininary 

oxanination, and the h.'rJ.B. Bursary, whoroas i n  f a c t ,  tho Board bascs 

i ts  award on a nunbor of o thor  q u a l i t i o s  and q u l i f i c a t i o n s  of tho  

scholar,  known broadly a8 "soc ia l  integration." 

1 N. S. 8 .  Toachorst Fedoration, S Survq- --- o f  Aborigine1 Childron i n  -- Socon- . 
dary Schools, p.1. 



( i i )  A l l  of  the prir.iary school toachors donied t h a t  thoro Was 

any discrirxinstion ar.iong thc pupi l s  a t  B C h O d ,  oxcupt f o r  occasional 

"cliques", nornal i n  any school. To r o i t o m t e ,  thoir  noet onphatic 

conplaints  woro dircbtod against  the hone environnont which, i n  nos* 

cases, par t iou la r ly  f o r  thofic l i v i n g  i n  roscrvas ,  is  not oonducivo t o  

honework and study. Those tonchcrs  who co-operatod s ta ted,  unan inou ly  

that r e ~ e r v o s  should be abolished and tho Aboriginos oncouragod t o  S Q t t l c  

i n  the towns whore tho chi ldron could nix soc ia l ly ,  and s o  gain incontivo 

t o  loarn  tho s o c i c l  as w o l l  as tho educational goals  o f  th'o Austral ian 

comuni  ty. 

(iii) I n  thoso towns whom Aborigines wore barred fron publ ic  

f a c i l i t i e a ,  the  tcachors  expressed t h e i r  opposi t ion t o  the anomly  of 

admitt ing ch i ldren  during school hours,  but excluding thon aftorwards. 

Thoy agreed it is t h i s  which leads  t o  d i s c r i n i n s t i o n  anong olassmatao i n  

secondary schools,  and dulls incent ivo anong Lborigines. Fortunetoly,  

tho bans on Aboriginos i n  the  Moreo and Konpsoy Swinning Pools hctvo beon 

l i f t e d ,  i n  a yrogrossivo s t e p  f o r  which S.A.F.A. bolicvos it can claim 

sono rospons ib i l i t y ,  owing t o  t h o  pub l i c i ty  t o  which these unjus t  r o -  

s t r h c t i o n s  ware oxpcxmd. 

( i v )  hnothcr problon, voiced by the toachcrs,  was lack o f  on- 

ploynont, which they $50 as a prime mason f o r  thc lack of anbi t ion ,  i n  

both Aborigines and white Austral ians ,  

Eron theso f ind ings  slid opinions o f  N,S.W. pr inary  and secondary 

school toachors i n  Wollington, Gulargunbonc, Wslgott, Norco, Bowravillo 

and Ke~psoy follows a broador ana lys i s  o f , t h o  problons t h a t  Aboriginos 

face i n  tho educat ional  procoss, from childhood t o  adolasconoo 2nd 

adulthood. I n  addi t ion  a r o  sone roconmondations t o  co tq tor  thoso 

problans.  


