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preamble to the IWW Constitution

TE WORKING CLASS AND THE EMPLOYING CLASS hs

Ve nothing |,
ANt are foyn,

ind
Who make up e

common. There can be no peace so long as hunger and w,
ameng millions of the working people and the few,
employing class, have all the good things of life. 3
Berween these two classes a struggle must g0 on undl the worker.
world organise as a class, take possession of the means of production, eh" of the
wage system, and live in harmony with the Earth, ' abolish the
We find that the centreing of the management of industries into
fewer hands makes the trade unions unable to cope with the ever growi
of the employing class. The trade unions foster a state of affairs which ""“3 power
set of workers to be pitted against another set of workers in the nma lows one

fewer and

@ industry,

 Direct Action _ thereby helping defeat one anather in wage wars. Moreover, th "

No. 171 I”Mm the employing class to misle:: the workers into the belief ma:h?\:'lfeu:l:::.:"slm
Summer have interests in comman with their employers. =l

PO Box 78 Bellingen NSWV 2454

These conditions can be changed and the interest of th 3

only by an erganisation formed in such a way that all its mE:b:zr:::i d:‘s upheld

try, or in all industries if necessary, cease work whenever a strike or |gck @ indus-

in any department therecf, thus making an injury to one an injury to all, out is on
Instead of the conservative motto, “A fair day's wage for a fair day“s work,"

must inscribe on our banner the revolutonary watchword, “Abolition of lhre ‘wa::

www.iww.orgau/dal

ssessesnsne sevessssese
"REGIONAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE
- PO Box 152
~ Bmowoob 5A 5234

It is the historic mission of the working class to do awa; i

; . 3 y with capiral

army of production must be organised, not only for everyday strug.g\ep\:"u:s:pEF
hg, but also to carry on production when capitalism shall have been overthroy, :
By organising industrially we are forming the structure of the new soclety W\thr:;

- oc@wworg.au the shell of the old.
= WWWIWW,OTE. U g .
u?m:::;un"-;;;nu Dun't moan' Orgﬂl"SE!
i ‘W - industrial Unlon .
Direct Allpolicy d

- 1 of the IWW are made by ref

W few blg knobs in some smoky back room. Worldwide, the WV ;:]::r::\zmrﬁ;;;:i:

b mancer\—:l;:menl Secretary-Treasurer, The 7-member General Executive
Fon & demdm ly by the membership of the IWWY. All officers are mandated and

Bracknell TAS 7302 e ral Membership and Job Branches are autonomous; they decide bargain-
: Ing and strategy for themselves. g

To Join: Cut out or photocopy and com
| plete the form to the left. Send |t to: IWW,
Box 152, Birdwood SA 5234, or contact your local delegate. e '

'ﬂl.'W'WEM.lﬁilwan‘- Unlon! For monthly income up to §1000, $5 dues per
g month, :IMS 000 - $2000, $10, over $2000, $15. Initiation fee Is equal to one
mml dues. You can join the IWW for as litdle as $10...

IWW Membership Form

| affirm that | am a worker and that | am

: : not an employer

: agree to abide by nh_e IWW constitution and regulations
agree to study its principles and acquaint myself with its purposes

NamE:
ADDRESS;
Cmy:

| Occuranion:
PHonE:

STATE: PosTcoDE:

Membership includes a subscription to Direct Action
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URING 1999, Channel Nine aired a
se called "Our Century."
Prediceably, the theme of this series
e triumph of Australian nationalism
ow, despite everything, we made it
gh by sticking together as a country
Country” was heavily nostalgic, and by
tehing it you would have thought the
entieth century was the best one there
was.
Meedless to say, the twentieth century
not one bit as great as the capitalist pro-
nda machine, uh, mass media, would
e us believe. We need hardiy cite the 127
million people who died as a result of war.
aking "Our Century” the most violent in
the histery of human “civilisation”. We need
hardly cite the organised mass murder of
eight million people for no other factor than
that they were Jewish in the most bizarre dis-
play of nationalism and state worship of pos-
sibly all time. We need hardly mention the
development of the most destructive power
' that the world has ever seen and its cowardly
© usage against a defenceless civilian population
at the end of the Second YWorld War.
“Qur Century” was a violent century, and
"a century of deprivation. At the end of the
greatest century on record, United Nations
‘statistics tell us that 800 million people go to
bed hungry every night, and that as many
people die from starvation every two years
as the combined total of both world wars.
Because this century is so wonderful, these
facts don't make it onta the nightly news

because they happen all the time, whereas
another worthless Kennedy or member of
the Rayal Family dying is major news because
it Is actually “new"”, in that it doesr't happen
all the time.

Right here in Australia, "Our Century”
was a century of inequality. YWe need hardly
mention the differenees in living standards
between rich and poor which we have seen
and experienced every day of our lives
Figures taken from the Australian Bureau of
Statistics show that at the end of “Our
Century,” 50 per cent of the Australian pop-
ulation owns 97.5 per cent of the total
wealth of this country. As Australians, it was
“Qur Century”, but it sure as hell isn't our
country—we don't own it Kerry Packer, the
rieh yuppie maggot who owns the television
channel which aired the “O
series, does. Well, blow me down, what an
amazing ceincidence.

The last century, if not to say the last mil-
lenium, has offered a poer lot to the average
person: the opportunity to work and obey,
the opportunity to get shot in the name of
nationalism or religious fanaticism (or beth),
and the épportunity to be poaor and to not
have food or shelter or both when we were
not needed for the purposes of profit-mak-
ing. With the turn of the century and the
new millenium just around the corner and
much noise being made about our glorious
past and our happy future to look forward
to, let us spare a thought for those who went
before us in trying ta create a freer, fairer

ur Century”

Our Violent, Exploitative Century

and mere equal werld, and for those who
were killed, gacled and exiled in the process
of trying to bring it about—the workers of
Russia who were betrayed by their leaders
the workers of Spain during the Revolution
of ‘36 to ‘39, and our own forebears, the
Wobblys of old, amongst many others. Let us
draw inspiration from their example and
make the next thousand years ones that we
can be proud of

Thanks to ail the usual suspects for your
articles and contributions to this Direct
Action, number 171 for the summer of 99,
We also got a few new starters; be sure you
read the “Green Capitalism” article-
gem

And check out “Taking a Stand in the
Shipyard™; this is from the Ohio River valley
of the USA. Way to organise, Yanks !

Many thanks also to Stewart Highway for
a big, fat, chunky donation of $150!

We are now running with Ben as layout
editor, and he is also getting his computer
onto seme of the graphic work The bloke's
asar.

An apology to Diana and the Darwin
Unemployed Workers Collective for bugger-
ing-up their poem in our last Direct Action
It was our only mistake...| wish!!

Have a Merry Christmas and get out and
give your boss shit in the New Millenium

See Yer,
Wal Larkin

it's a

= MAIL

Your paper looks great, S/FWs. 1 think
we're going to be producing our own here
in Kentucky, USA. It's nice to see what
others are doing. Good work.

Terry Nikolai Tapp
Louisville GMB, USA

Fellow waorkers,

Greetings from South Africa. We
received the parcel you sent with copie
saf Direct Action, How to Sack Your
Boss, Workers Solidarity etc addressed to
WSF in Joburg. As the last International
Secretary for the WSF before it disband-
ed, it was passed on t me. As you will see
fromt he enclosed VWSF statement, the
WSF no longer exists and also that myself
and some other ex-members of the WSF

{plus others) are in the process of setting
up a Regional Organising Commifice of
the IWWY here in South Africa. We are
just waiting for a parcel from GHQ in the
US giving us formal recognition 3, 2 ROC
for SA plus all the necessary documents,
membership cards etc.

As the ROC we would very much like
to use some of the stuff out of Direct
Action. The posters Revolution Begins In
the Sink and Impress Your Friends are a
real inspiration. Also the article entitled
ABC's of Revolutionary Unionism we'd
like to use as a flyer with a replyform
artached. How does this sit with you? I'm
not sure of the processes with regards the
production and distribution of IVWWY liter-
ature but we're pretty much experienced
in this fleld so it's not really a problem to

reproduce literature. We've been thinking
ofg having a street stall every Friday after-
noon selling Wob literature as anothe
rway of distribution. Maybe, in future, we
could organise some t-shirts from you (as
advertised in Direct Action) to sell here! -
it's just a thought for now. | haven't pro-
posed this to the rest of the group yet but
will get back to you when we have made a
decision.

Well that is about it for now. Hope
this letter finds you well and look forward
to hearing from you.

For the One Big Union

Shane Freeman
(on behalf of the (to be) ROC of the
VYWY (SA)"
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of being underpaid and disre-
spected. "All of us face a com-
men enemy,” said Bill Bradley, a
worker at the shop, "corpora-
tions and their greed for profits.”

ata BPser
vice station In
Portland, Oregon.

USA, have organised a labour

union with the Industrial Workers

of the World. Many feared that For now, the newest mem-
Tosco, the that owns  bers of IWW U 230 are asking
the station, will llegaly fire or lock  supporters to visit Tosco stations,

pass on this invitation to the
union, and tip any workers wear-
public for two months andno fir-  Ing unien pins (or contribute to
Ings have resulted. the strike and hardship fund, If
Nevertheless, Tosco, a §13  you prefer). Supporters should

Billion company, the largest cor-  then write on a customer com-
porate owned chain of gas sta- ment card or an ordinary sheet of
tions in the WS, has made no  paper that they support the WW
secret of its hostility to unions, and It's demand for wages that
‘environmentalists, or anyone who  exceed the federal poverty line.
questions thelr right to sacrifice Where gas workers do
all for the sake of profit Tesco organise, the union needs com-
ag ly sued mitted s to organise
Justice activists from into rapid response teams to
Communities For A Better defend workers and pressure the
Environment who dared to criti-  company to do the right thing. In
cise Tosco's pattern of contami-  the case of a lockout, for
nating communities and water-  instance, supporters could occupy
ways with toxic polludon. The the pumps around rush hour,
company ignored repeated warn-  buying $.10 of gas and seaying as
ings of desperately unsafe condi- long as possible. Church and
tions in its refineries, until an  community leaders should be
explosion on February 22 ook invited to apply moral and popu-
the lives of four workers and  lar pressure, engaging manage-
prompted the government to  ment directly. Artists, Musiclans,
order the shutdown of the endre  internet activists, educators, and
Avon refinery in Oakland, agitators at large are invited to
Galifornia. Because of a persistant  forward the campaign In the most
?“"""‘W"N-QSHAW creative ways possible!

©sco 2 record amount and the The new union has been able
California AFL-CIO targetted to organise significant mutual aid

out any who participate in the
union, but the union has been

Tosco for satewide demonstra-  and support for 25 station work-
:nu: this year on Worker's ers. In Portland, a local doctor
lemorial Day. has agreed to see union gas work-

m‘l’mi— been forced to deal ers for free, Two volunteer
mmﬂm before. Many Tosco  lawyers supplement the IWW's
hg::‘gm shipping, and  counsel on retainer. City Blkes
kg have organised  Cooperative and individual dona-
mmg ; mw:m. but  tlons have allowed the IWW to
el m by been able to  offer the use of bicycles at no
ke Its service sta-  charge. The new union is collect-
i .::ﬂing—mﬂl now. ing and distributing food to work-
i on on 2020 E. ers, homeless people (sometimes
o m’mlo be the first  one and the same), and anyone
. 0 om:mm chain, else who wants it. More volun-
‘workers shops have  teers are needed for this sort of

m)ﬂnﬂm many are expressing rnn:n:l aid as well as to visit gas
stations everywhere and invite

m%h:m union also plans to  workers to join the union,

: E together consumers, tired Oloowu.d»ebmdnrusup-

| of being overcharged at th

Pump, neighbers, tired of m:
- contamination, and workers
acrass the industry who are tired

Porters can do to help the VW
Is to organise in their own situa-
tions to look out for each other,
make things better, and build a

labor mevement capable of
defending the public interest
against corporate tyranny.

You ean eontact the Portland
Branch of Qil Workers IU 230 via
email at <billbradleyiww@hot-
mail.com>, ar US Mail: IWW,
Portland GMB, PO Box |5005,
Portland OR 97293-5005.
France: Syndicalists and

Farmers Battle McDonalds

MILLAU, Southern France - On
I2th August, 1999, five militants
of the Peasant’s Confederation
union (Confédération Poysanne)
ook a McDonald's restuarant/poi-
son factory apart in protest
against an American embargo
agalnst French products, which
began after the European Union
refused to import hormone-treat-
ed American meat products. This
action was not a nationalist
protest but rather a new step
against capitalist globalisation.

The Confédération Paysanne
fights against “genetically modified
products™ and for a "people
friendly agriculture” as well as
protecting the environment. In
June 99, the Confédération
Paysanne, CNT [Confédération
Nationalé du Travail, French-rev-
olutionary union] and Indian peas-
ant members of KRRS (Indian's
union) burnt a field of genetically
modified rapeseed oil. At the
international level, the
Confédération Paysanne supports
the landless movement in Brazil
and the Zapatista struggle.

Seven days after the direct
action against McDonald's, five
members of the Confédération
Paysanne were arrested. Four
were freed upon payment of an
incredible bail of 420.000 FF! -
105.000 FF each. Only one, José

=

GLOBAL

SOLIDA

Petrol Station Workers Organise With the Iwyy

Bové, a historical and radj
member of the union, rcmannsd“l
gaol, refusing to be FE|CMBPi ITI
ball. Under French law, ba)| is Dj
& common practice but the S[::J
uses It to “break™ unions (\;
organisations due to the high
financial costs! The French State
did the same thing agalnst (hfL
unemployement movement IM;
year. José was later freeqd

After 50 actions against
McDonald’s, the €ompany contin
ued to ignore her complaint.

For the first tme in France,
farmers and workers unions ‘-:.nj
Involved in a joint struggle agal:us-(
International capiralism!

CNT-AIT International sec

<international@cnt-

Russian Workers Oc,

b cupy Paper
During October employers at the
Vyborg Pulp and Paper Mill, 85
miles northwest of St Petersburg,
were locked out by their employ-
ees, who occupied their work-
place after having not receiving
wages for several months. The
paper mill workers took over
operations of the factory and
began running it themselves.

In an attempt to seize the fac-
tory back from its workforee,
Russian police attacked the facto
ry with truncheons and tear gas
When this proved unsuccessful,
the police began firing on the
unarmed workers. In the clash
eight workers were injured, who
were then taken hostage by the
police. In retaliation for the
actions of the police, other work-
ers, angered by the takeover
attempt, beat up the director of
the mill and took him hostage.

Direct Action Media Network
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: ?_ﬂu natural concern that displaced
~ people lack food and medical

* terrorised,” and that disappearances
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CCORDING to recent
reports, the UN mission In
East Timor has been able to
just over 150,000
out of an estimated
Jation of 850,000. It reports
960,000 "are now languishing in
jalid refugee camps inWest Timor
er the effective control of the
as after either fleeing or being
ibly removed from their homes,”
that another 100,000 have been
orated to other parts of
|ndonesia. The rest are presumed to

e hiding in the mountains. The
 Australian commander expressed

supplies. Touring camps in East and
‘West Timor, US Assistant Secretary
of State Harold Koh reported that
‘the refugees are “starving and

“without explanation” are a daily
occurrence.

To appreciate the scale of this
disaster, one has to bear in mind the
virtual demolition of the physical
basis for survival by the departing
Indonesian army and its paramilitary
associates ("militias”), and the reign of
terror to which the territory has been
subjected for a quarter-century, including
the slaughter of hundreds of thousands of
people when the Carter Administration
was providing the required diplomatic and
military support.

How have its successors reacted during
the current "noble phase” of foreign policy,
with its “saintly glow;" to quote some of the
awed rhetoric of respected commentators
in the national press through the |990s!
One way was to increase the support for
the killers—for “our kind of guy,' as
General Suharto was described by the

Clinton Administration before he fell from
grace by losing control and failing to
implement harsh IMF orders with sufficient
ardor. After the 1991 Dill massacre,
Congress restricted arms sales and banned
US training of the Indonesian milieary, but
Clinton found devious ways to evade the
ban, Congress expressed its “outrage.
reiterating that “it was and is the intent of
Congress to prohibic US military training
for Indonesia,” as readers of the Far Eastern

Economic Review and dissident publications
here could learn. But to no avail
Inquiries about Clinton's programs
received the routine response from the
State Department: US military training
“sarves a very positive function in terms of
exposing foreign militaries to US values!
These values were exhibited as military aid
to Indonesia flowed and government-
licensed sales of armaments increased five-
fold from fiscal 1997 to last year. A month
ago (Sept. 19). the London Observer
International news service and the London
Guardian Weekly published a story-head(ined
“US Trained Butchers of East Timor" The
report, by two respected correspondents,
described  Clinton's “lren  Balance”
program, which trained Indonesian military
in violation of congressional bans as late as
1598. Included were Kopassus units, the
murderous forces that organised and
directed the “militias” and participated
directly In their atrocities, as ‘VVashington
was well aware—just as it knew that these
long-time beneficiaries of US training were
“legendary for their cruelty” and in East
Timor “became the pioneer and exemplar
for every kind of atrocity” (Ben Anderson,
one of the world's leading Indonesia

East Timor is Not Yesterday's Story

specialists)

Clinton's Balance
program provided these forces with
more training in counterinsurgency
and “psychological operations”
expertise that they put to use
effectively at once. As they and their
minions were burning down the
capital city of Dili in September,
murdering and rampaging, the
Pentagon announced that “A US-
Indonesian training exercise focused
on humanitarian and disaster relief
activities concluded Aug. 25 five
days before the referendum that
elicited the sharp escalation In
erimes—precisely as the palitcal
leadership in Vashington expected

at least if they were reading their
own intelligence reports.

All of this found its way to the
memory hole that contains the past
record of the crucial US support for
the atrocities, granted the same
(null) coverage as many other events
of the past year; for example, the
unanimous Senate vote on June 30t
calling on the Clinton administration

to link Indonesian military actions in East
Timor to “any loan or financial assistance
to Indonesia,” as readers could learn from
the Irish Times.

For much of 1999, ¥Yestern intellectuals
have been engaged in one of history's most
audacious displays of self-adulation over
their magnificent performance in Kosovo
Among the many facets of this grand
achievement dispatched to the proper
place was the fact that the huge flow of
brutalized refugees expelled after the
bombing could receive lictle care, thanks to
Washingeon's defunding of the responsible
UN agency. lts staff was reduced 15% in
1998, and another 20% In January 199%;and
it now endures the denunciations of the
(also saintly) Tony Blair for its “problematic
performance” in the wake of the atrocities

that were the antcipated consequence of
US/UK bombing. While the mutual
admiration society was performing as
required, atrocities mounted in East Timor.
Even prior to the August referendum, some
3-5000 had been killed according to
credible Church sources, about twice the
number killed prior to the bombing If

“Iron
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[ continued



" Gender Apartheid in Afghanistan

| seizing power, n treat them.
ed a W"’" '2: :::I:::r = Many women, now forcibly housebound,
‘effectively thrusting the have artempted suicide by swallowing house-
omen jstan into a state of virtual  hold cleaner, rather than continuing to live
house arrest. Under Tallban rule women . under these conditions. ;
have been stripped of their visibilicy, voice,
and mobility. When they took control in
1996, the Taliban Initially imposed strict

* 97% af Afghan women surveyed by
Physicians for Human Rights exhibit signs of

edicts that: major depression.

« Banished women from the work force;

« Closed schools to girls In cities and  Taliban Law Is In Opposition To Islom
expelled women from universities; Prior to the Civil War and Taliban con-

trol, especlally in Kabul, the capital, women
in Afghanistan were educated and
employed: 50% of the students and 60% of
the teachers at Kabul University were
women, and 70% of school teachers, 50% of
civilian government workers, and 40% of
doctors in Kabul were women.

The Taliban claim to follow a pure, fun-
damentalist Islamic ideclogy, yet the
oppression they te against women
has no basls in Islam. Within Islam, women
are allowed to earn and control their own
maney, and to participate in public life. The
55-member Organisation of Islamic
Conference has refused to recognise the
Taliban as Afghanistan's official government.
The Muslim Brotherhood in Egype, regarded
by many as an ultraconservative, fundamen-
talist organisation, has denounced the

» Prohibited women from leaving their
‘homes unless accompanied by a close male

relative;

* Ordered the publicly visible windows of
women's houses painted black and forced
‘women to wear the burga - which com-
pletely shrouds the body, leaving only a
small mesh-covered opening through which
o ses;

* Denied women and girls admittance to
‘most hospitals and from being examined by
male physicians while at the same time, pro-
hibited most female doctors and nurses
from ]

Women have been brutally beaten,

flogged and even killed for violating Taliban
decrees.

Even after international condemnation,
the Taliban has made only slight changes. A

few women doctors and nurses are work-  Taliban's decrees.
ing. In Kabul and other cities a few home
schools for girls operate—although only  Who Supports the Taliban?

clandestinely—and women who conduct

 home schools could be risking their lives or
2 severé beating. Some war widows who
had been reduced to begging to feed their
children are now allowed to work in order
to survive. Some hospitals have segregated
wards for women, But the overall reality of
the tragic plight of Afghan women and girls
has remained virtually unchanged.

Mw_l—ﬂn uences

* A woman who dared to defy Taliban
orders by running a home school for girls
mhﬁﬂﬂlﬂ{nﬁmnfhrhuband.

b ", and students.

* A woman caught trying to flee Afghanistan
with a man not related to

13::&:& o her was stoned
* An elderly woman was brutally beaten
mm_u <able unti her leg was broken

During the Soviet occupation of
Afghanistan in the 1980's the United States
through a CIA covert operation based in
Pakistan supplied billions of
dollars to support insurgent
militia forces called the
mujahideen (soldiers of God).
Following the Soviets' with-
drawal in 1989, factions of the
mujahideen fell into a civil war
and in 1994, the Taliban
emerged as a dominant force,
The Taliban is comprised of
young men and boys of
Afghan descent who have
hardly lived in Afghan society.
They were raised in refugee
camps and trained in ultra-
conservative religious schools
(madrasahs) in Pakistan.
Pakistan is the primary source
of support to the Taliban,
supplying military aid and per-
sonnel; Saudi Arabia provides

‘were not allowed to

the Taliban with financial support,
Additionally, Afghanistan is the one of the
world's two largest producers of oplum and
a major drug-processing center: almast all
areas of poppy cultivation are occupled by
the Taliban. But perhaps the biggest poten-
tial for financial support lies in the petrole-
um industry.

Corporate Interests and the Taliban

International oil interests are in fierce
competition to build pipelines through
Afghanistan to link Caspian Sea oil and gas
reserves to Central and South Asia.
California-based UNOCAL, a US. energy
company, led the CentGas consortium that
planned to build an oil and gas pipeline
through Afghanistan. The Taliban stood to
gain $100 million a year from this pipeline.
UNOCAL announced it was suspending the
project at the end of 1998, citing in part,
pressure from feminist organizations
protesting the company's involvement with
the Taliban. Other US. and international
corporate interests are vying for business in
the country. Recently, Telephone Systems
International (TSI), a New Jersey-based
telecommunications firm, reached an agree-
ment with the Taliban to install a sateliite-
based system throughout Afghanistan.
Corporate investment under current condi-
tions could mean billions of dollars to shore
up the Taliban regime without regard for
women's rights.

More information Is available at
http://www.feminist.org/home.html

"It | had a hammer...
I'd SMASH Patriarchy

er round of scapegoating.
. months have passed
that day and this, but the
are still dark, very dark.
‘eucalypts sway inthe night
 me Is the slumbering form
Luminescent numbers tell
reliving my nightmare for
ow.
ive of my bedside alarm
acknoweldgeing that it
erald the new working day.
y | had on Friday, 25

ke many others | spent
‘ord gas plant over the
howered, ate, then drove
Gippsland mrning. That
give way to a glorious,

day at Gas Plant One.
mains gas, and lots of it
Melbourne were feeling
it showers and warm
withthe industrial users
rd on the supply pipeline
we in turn were suck-
ige natural gas reservoir
surging waters of Bass

ed on that day that no
ngford before. A huge
prang a leak that let liquid
Il on to the ground. A drib-
en over the course of the
eloped into a cascade. This
tion of men from all lev-
skills, experience and
d on the pipework that
het ta touch. Pumps that
ed flowing and refused
tank liquid levels that were
mmeted.

‘awry, but the best minds
n Esso's Melbourne head
task, giving our situation
itlon they felt it deserved.

eren't aware of was just
OUr sltuation was. Expert engi-
ice studied the confluence of
urred at Longford that
d on one thing. If they
on that day, they would

Direct Action -

have got everyoe
out of the gas plant
and headed for the
main gate. Think
‘running” as against
"wealking".

- However, they
weren't there and | was. And since | don't
Possess a chemical engineering degree, |
was in Contral Raom One when the first
explosion riped apart a 14 tonne steel ves-
sel, 25 metres from where | was standing.
It sent shards of steel, dust, debris and lig-
uid hydrocarbon inta the atmosphere.

No, | wasn't standing next to it as
supervisors Peter VWilson and Jehn Lowery
were. For that I'm thankful, because | could
be dead too. No | wasn't adjacent when it
threw lan Kennedy, Reg Foster, Heath
Brew, John Wheeler and Mike Shepard
through the air like rag dolls, I'm glad
about that as well, because my bones
weren't shattered, my skin scalded by
freezing cold liquid and then flames so hot
they cooked flesh to the bone. Nor was
my eyesight affected so that even today, 12
months later, normal everyday activities
like walking, driving and reading are still
difficult if not impossible.

Yeah,I'm lucky. Very, very lucky. My
wife and children didn't have to endure the
torture of eulogies, of burials, of unsaid
goodbyes. I'm lucky because they didn't
have to wonder if | was going to live
through the night. They didn't
have to see me comatose, only
to awake to a new world of
disfigurement, of pain and scar-
ring, both physicla and mental.

Yeah, I'm lucky. The trau-
ma subsides with every waking
hour and Ged knows there are
too many of those. Hourse
spent considering a future that
once looked certain. A future
of churning through the minut-
tiae of family, social, sporting
and working life. Esso life. The
future's not 5o idyllic now.

While I'm not facing a life-
time of corrective surgery to
mitigate disfigurement, | can't
work in a place where | once
thought | would spend the next
27 years of my life. | cannot
doff my hardhat to a Company
that blamed me for the death
of two of my workmates, the
burning of five others, the

fl Longford Worker Speaks Oyt

at the Longford Gas Facility near Sale,
year dlled two gas workers and shut off
to the entire stote for two weeks. Jim
o worker, writing a year after the event,

destruction of half-a-billion dollars of gas
plant and bid them well, | £annot respect
or trust a Company that would gladly have
me face the tearful, bewildered stare of a
workmate's bereaved family, while the
directors of that Company seek refuge in
the judicial cacoon of their legal advice.

And now that Esso faces 45 charges
brought by WaorkCaver, | ean't help but
think that they are likely to point the finger
at me again. | know, and the Royal
Commission found, that it wasn't my faule -
burt that may not stop them

So now | ponder. On this cald dark
Gippsland Spring night, alone, -while my
family sleeps. While Esso sucks gas out of
the Strait and into their balance sheet at
the rate of a million dollars a day. While
their lawyers plot and plan. While the
burned and injured heal. While the
bereaved go on grieving. While my future
ebbs and flows on the tidal whim of a cor-
porate sea.

NOTE A self help group for familes and
friends and unionists is:

The Industrial Deaths Support & Advocacy, Inc
PO Box 3095,

Broadmeadows, Vic 3047

TelfFax (03) 9309 4453

Email: <idsa(@smart.netau>

‘Web page: hitp:/fwww.vicnet netau/~dsa/
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Primarily by the San Fransisco
wa-uMWwﬂu-www»\m
199 Conference successfully brought together
WMMJ-IIMMwwdo(

industrial revolutionaries to anar-
cho-punks, labour organisers to environmen-
talists; In an attempt to provide a forum for
discussion based on our common aims...

‘Ahhhhhhh...

Do | hear mutterings from hardliners
‘about “.... learming our lessons from history™
and perhaps suspicion of “..a 123rd
International.” Well rest assured that this
author is no fool and has read and learned of
the pitfalls that befell our forefighters..but I
like others, also see capitalism dancing on our
faces as we have our labour and social/civil
rights stripped from us in one country after
another...

5o yea merrily we may need to join forces
in common to create a level playing field or
face distinction or at best the right to inherita
planet so polluted and corrupt that they will
be giving it away.

This said | would also like to point out
that alliances are not bound in stone and | feel
assured with the knowledge of our ability to
faction and fracrure it will take but a short

The cenference Itself was
simple in It's structure with the
morning of the first day being
dedicated to orientation about
the conference, the proposed
structure and content and the
afternoan being given over to
beginning the reports from the
various groups represented.

Later this day would be

marred with the accusation that
there were too many American
reports (aka: [WW) but from an
overseas point of view it was the
comment (made | believe by
American fellow workers) that
was USA-centric in its assumption that people
such as | knew so much about the USA mave-
ment that we need not hear from so many
american groups..for my own part i found all
the reperts to be of interest and that each
American IWW group had something differ-
ent to offer.

‘Wednesday through to Friday had a regu-
far structure...the morning would see us all (or
the ones that survived the previous night of
‘socialising’) at the morning assembly to hear
the last of the reports and, as the conference
developed. report-backs from the various
workshaps....and
then we would
break for lunch (an
excellent lunch was
prepared each day
by San Fransisco |
Food Not Bombs
for which | will
always be grateful
and for which they
should be applaud-
ed).

Following the
lunch break would
be the days work-
shops and each day there was a choice of 3 or
more than one could attend..inevitably there
were numerous clashes of interest although
this is more of a credit to the number of
Interesting workshops avallable than to any

lack of by the people involved.

Whilst the workshops themselves were
undoubmably single Issue (In most cases) and
often lacked any real strategic planning as far
as world labour is concerned they did have at
the hearrt of them 2 deep rooted class analy-
sis and a willingness to learn from each
other..of the workshops available | was lucky
to attend two - The Anti-Fascism and the
Women and Unions and in which | found a
weealth of information and ideas reflected by
the various polites and backgrounds of the
athers attending.

And had it been just assemblies, work-
shops and lunches the conference would have

International Solidarity Conference

been like many oth-
ers..Just 3 gathering
from which each go
ack  to thejr
respective Broups
and/or camps and
continue on...with a
warmer Inner Blow.
But the confer-
Ence was not about
what was adver.
tised...it was about
the premise on
which had been
called and the
goings-on  within
the conference that was to be the far more
important aspect; the networking that went
on through soclal activity and through direct
but informal organising .| myself was Involved
in a restaurant and food workers as well as 3
ccomputer geek group that organised and mer
outside of the main esnference structure and
from those meetings has come some far rang.
ing projects through which we can foster and
develop the fledgling network that was
born...for me this was by far one of the most
significant aspeet of the conference and what
prompted me to fly halfway arround the

world to
attend

W.ill
there be

another con-
ference....ane
can only hope.
But whether
the prospect of
another gath-
ering becomes
reality or not
199, unlike
many similar
gatherings
left behind it something new..a new network
of activists and labour organisers who have
built bridges between groups that have untl
now allowed themselves be Isolated from each
other because of histories and grudges that in
reality have no relevance to us...and merely
plays Into the hands of the rich who Ilke noth-
ing better than to see us divided.

199 was not about Unity for Unity's
sake...nor was It a forum for recruiting (er
poaching as some would accuse...although |
think It a little rude to consider us no more
than eggs) more it was about recognising that
we are losing the battle against global exploita-
tion and that concentrating on what we do
have In common rather than our differences
may open up another avenue to get to the ple
In the sky,

‘fore we die..!l

Agitator

n alot gaing on at the yard. We waork with thick

, dragging them over the gunnel and cargo of
nd when [t rains, those generally ragged high
acome a serious safety risk for us (| forgot to men-
on sheet steel). Well, the foremen have been

o keep working in the rain. Five weeks ago, | was

! e of the barge when it began to rain. The guys
gom except four or so of us that were stuck
rant of the rain. The foremen came to the
and ordered the guys out. Everyone obeyed
Miliant,” who remained seated. The foremen
the yard and report to employee relations in
suspended. | climbed out of the hole just as
. | went to the locker room to get another
“Johnny"” changing clothes. We talk about
standing up for our rights as workers.

pass, “Johnny” is still on suspension and it
more. | had been talking to several guys
er and how we are the union and we don't
noin rep or the stewards to help us out
one stands there in the rain looking at the
a welder in the carge hull, turns to me
oing a lot of talking. Well, it's raining now,
What can | do? | put down my tools, climb
nd on the platform for a moment so that
ges will see me, and then | walk to the
a seat All the other guys in out part of the

tes later, a foreman kicks the door open,
‘work, then leaves. We sit. Fifteen minutes
an's back. He hurls his fat ass through the
ting while his walks to the front of the
moves. Now, of all the guys there at that
nly one on probabtion so | am the weak link.
this and he walks up to me. He stands
"Didn't you fucking hear me!! | said get to
ell then | tell him—gently—that I'l do just
s the rain stops. He stands there silently
think but my judgement of time was off)
\other fifteen minutes or so, the rain has
asking if we will now get to work | get
the barge. “Fred Chase," who | think will
s me he liked the fact that ['ll back up my
ver five weeks since “Johnny Militant” was
10w we learn he's fired. This is that stery, from

at the shipyard today.
f a barge welding about eleven o'clock when |
llitant” is being escorted through the yard by
ny," who's been on suspension for five weeks
‘work in unsafe conditions, was being fired and
ping" him get his things out of a gang bex (a
ver you get for storage if you're lucky). |

fitter with whom | work, and pointed out
le said that it was Interesting they had armed
'may be likely that someone would do vio-
company man but that there's no sticking

19992000 Direct Action - o

Taking a Stand in the Shipyard

A story of union organising from IWW shipyard
workers on the Ohio river...

together in the guys anymore and no one's gaing to start anything
to help one guy. | look around and, all OVEI: the yalrd on the
tops/gunnels of the barges, guys are watching “Johnny.” All these
guys, who the bosses are frightened of, themselves to frightened
to make a move for fear theyll do it alone.

| put my welding whip and rods down, take off my hood and
k down the steps leading off the side of the barge.
security guards who just give me some badpu}lnlp.y
stare like they're aware of their nature for a second. “Johnny’ |s|
cleaning out his box and | tap him on the shoulder. | tell hll’:
am sorry to see him go, and | loudly say | am sorry to see that
he seems to be in this alone because he |s‘not, Evaryunle is
frightened, we've got families to feed and we're scared o ose‘
what lictle we have. He thanked me and taked f&?r a rmn‘u(e.
said to him that it's not always gonna be this way, in fact, it's just
changed.

They hauled him off
sun bore down on us today.
that heat.

gloves and wal
| walk past the

and | went back to work. The fucking
102 degrees. I'm still shaky from

In Solidarity
Terry
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% “‘?xw steward found me after lunch at work today. He was out of breath with excitement. Turns out
: * the independent that's been meeting after shift and talking IVWWWV, scored majorly. | tell the tale:
xers in the shipyard filed a grievance against their foreman. The sonofabitch ordered them to work
e overhead. We work on barges and we're welding so that means working with lots of electricity on
“Nox the to be or the thing t© do in a storm. They also said they wanted an apology from the foreman for
" '3 new asshole when they protested that their Jives were in danger and they didn't want to die working. We always
d.. .I 5 : ing, to our serious peril.
work in the rain and lighter "E.g:md gathered dust, untll five weeks or so 3go when the Wabs in the yard --)--formed the
warkers a lot of other things, was discussed. The "lightening grievance” was discussed in

mwww
‘Wobbly Victory at Shipyard!llt
mamlm 17:21:48 -0400

nce
* This grievance, along with
¢he three "RiverWorker” newslecters (typed and edited by a Wob )) put out 0 far, NLRA 5 and 207 and Supreme Court inter-
m 'OSHA regulations were listed in the RiverWorker but the emphasis was on direct action and sclidarity. The
newsletter encouraged shipyard workers to aggressively inquire of their stewards and company managers about the need to
mmmnmnmmﬂu it now.

Last week it rained and there was lightening across the sky. As the first drops of rain hit, guys began tapping one another on
the shoulder and saying. "Hey, we sticking together on this!" We did and the work stopped until the storms had passed (with a
few small exceptions). :

Today the Company called the workers involved in the grievance in and agreed to their demands. Work will stop when
lightening is present. This is now a yard-wide rule. It is the first concession to workers' demands the company has given in two
decades (yeah, I'm thinking it too; shriek a little for me, Ronnie R. if you remember how).

It's really nice to see some power moving back into the hands of the workers. It's also really nice that a number of workers
stopped me in the parking lot last week and wanted to talk about how to get the IUB 320 together NOW. It's gonna be real
nice to see how this latest RiverWorker hits, since it contains the tax records for our Hoffa-lead local. 3)

Check you later,
Terry
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exactly what | needed. |
g cry it was so right on.

to workers in new stations
’s so obvious to pec-
to something. The only
want to committ to
us." | have to believe

rt fallowing through better.
food coop and credit
for IU 230 members.
has empowered us to
Jckups and distribute
‘right out of the gos sto-

Organizing Committee

140) just got donated

e gas station said the
my life back.”

day.

dy for the support.

always, for the obu,
: Bill

<bpl72@scn.org
<bpl 72@scn.org
d bradleyiww@hot-

rged. Being a union
enough job. Being a
in the IWW is the
‘world. | really beleive
y | know | will never
bit business union, or

uldn't be challenging
least not in the right

strated organizing at

years ago, we had 6 out
le, five signed up (and

loyal to the boss on a
that killed our strike.
experience. None, zilch.
ig our asses kicked,
pened to be dealing
oyer that would have

THE HARDEST JoB 1N THE WoRLD

B R LT PP PP

Being a Union Organiser

———d

I IGEITIN
UNION

JOIN THE WW & PUT THE BOSSES TO WORK

- s

From recent posts to the internal email discussion list of the

IWW...

rather burned his own stroe down than
bargain with the IWWY. All along, he
was in total denial that a union existed.
He was from Centralia, and didn't want
it to exise Fuck him, it did.

One of our dea wobs scabbed, out
of fear for his citizenship in the USA
(he was Eretran). One didn't go back,
but he didn't hang on the line much
either when we struck. So there was
four of us, 3 women and myself, whe
ran the first wob strike in probably 75
years in Seattle. There was no Puget
Sound GMB, except on paper—a shit-
fight 6 months before had destroyed it.
Mark Johnson and us, were the branch.
There was no Olympia Branch. no
Victoria Branch, no MTW, NO
Portland branches. We raised out own
strike funds. YWe went to the food bank
together. We cried. argued like cats
and dogs, debated, schemed, laughed.
tunted scabs, and became more miliant
as the temprature dropped. People

came down to harrass us. to try to
intimidate us, just like the old days.
One thug accused me of “hiding" the
intent out our union. He screamed at
the others “do you know what your
preamble says?” In unison was the resp-
nse “The employing class and the
working class has nothing in commen.”
|t scared the shit outta him. we found
out later he owned the McD's franchise
up the street

In July we looked like c-store
clerks. By February, we looked like
brick throwing waterfront workers.
We were very scary, and we had the
400 yard stare that kept people out of
the store.

Nene of us had ever been activists.

Things | remember are:

An old man comming from the kin-
ney home up the street, in his ninties,
In tears. "Are you really wobblies?" Yep.
4| can't believe it, | thought I's never see
wobblies agin." Well, we're pretty small

sjuebio
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. “Well, you are small, but you have 3
ot .’;‘“ Big Union.” He had

h up In a LWIU hall I."
md:mm IWW lumberworker's
union—his were wobs. He is prob-

alive
Mﬁm:mhmﬂmwewould
never work there again. But the owner,
Webb, had been screwing people over in
‘West Searde hmAmdmlﬂum
Okanogan county, 5 hours to tell us: “1 saw
the picture in the Times. I just wanted you
to know that he screwed mme out of $300
en ago. | an glad to see that he is get-
&g”w::thdum'm happened all
the time, people we didn't eeven know,
who had no idea what the IWW was about,
were expressing how glad that someone
finally had the balls enough to fuck him back.
After what we went through, | can see why.
So we decided that our goal was to punish
that guy, and use the noise made to send a
clear distinct message—the IVWW was back,
and we would kick ass and take names. That
is sort of why some in Seartle have the
don't fuck with us actitude. That was the
message we sent to the world of business.
Wear a wob button in West Seattle and
you are either respected, or feared. The
Left up here is scared shitless of us. Our
immediate boss went from maving up in the
corporate world to having to take a job
with Fed Ex. He lost his business hack wife.
His neighborhood ostracised him for his
treatment of us, both at work and on the
picket line. He had to move. From store
manager with partial ownership to non
unlon working stiff. 3

We didn't get a shop. But our goal was
to reserrect the IWW. We succeeded.

That strike Is why | live in the neighbor-
hood now. | live one block from the place.
The vacant lot next to me was a victorian
house in 1917. It was owned by Mr

s Immagrant parents in 1917. His
father was a logger, and carried a red card.
Mr Jacobson walk our line, with members
of the teamsters out of local 174, the TDU
controlled local.

What you all have s so far advanced
than what we had. Hold on to it, andsee
where it goes. Don't give up the IWW ban-
ner. You have already succeeded. Succed
some more! A jouney of a thousand miles
begins with one step. For, where else can
we goli! Make some memories, and make
the OBU a reality.

John

LTHOUGH it was only 7 or B years,
it seems like a lifetime ago that |
\worked as a “community activist” for
Greenpeace. Community actlvist was a fancy
way of saying revenue ralser or environmen-
tal salesperson. | was |8 or 19 and naively
Idealistic.
Greenpeace fixed that
As with any eceupation that is seen as
altruistic in nature, the pay and conditions
were prety shoddy, unless you were good
at sales. The pay was a flat rate of $30 a day,
for around 5-6 hours of work. However if
you were good at signing up new members
and could reach the magical quota of $100 a
day you could earn up to 45% of the rev-
enue raised. This meant that there were
two types of activist, the respected regular
quota reachers and the retraining activist in
need of motivation or new sales techniques.
The main task for the activist was member-

Green Capitalism

the actlvists and campalgners. This was high-
lighted at a christmas Party when a cam-
palgner turned comedian told a Ioke about
“the smell coming from the basemen” We
activists weren't laughing,

The really sad and maddening thing
about Greenpeace was that they would
employ anyone to work as an activist. |
remember once sltting next to a bloke in 3
suit who ehatted away on a mabile phone
‘whilst waiting for the van to take us out on
“turf”. At the other end of the scale were
the long-term unemployed. For some young
pecple Greenpeace was thelr first Job ever
and they were prepared to suffer humilia-
tion from the public and their “progressive”
boss. Still, | met some amazing people in my
time as an activist and this was definatly the
Jobs saving grace.

As Greenpeace was most concerned
with the activist reaching quom and making

ship raising and this was d by
doorknocking. Mot all activists had to con-
stantly doorknock, the respected activist got
to work on stalls, actions or give talks to
schools, etc. The re-training activist was too
busy re-training and practising sales tech-
nigues. This meant that people with impeca-
ble envirenmental knowledge but no skills
or Interest In sales were pushed to the point
of humiliation. One very principled bloke
refused to accept credit cards or direct
debit, he lasted 3 months and very rarely
imade quota.

Greenpeace prided Itself on being pro-
gressive and therefore it couldn't sack the
unsuccessfull activist. But boy did it encour-
age people to quit! This wouldn't have all
been so bad if Greenpeace hadn't had it's
own class system. When | first joined we
activists had our own office, but In the spirit
of these rationalist times it was clossed and
we moved in with “The Campaigners”.
These people were on a lot more than $30 a
day, but hey, “they could make a lot more in
private enterprise!” They were real martyrs!
‘We were now under a lot more direct
control and any actions had to pass cam-
paigners scrutlhy, which dampened the
enthusiasm of more than a few. We were
told that through hard work we could
become campaigners. | don't remember one
activist becoming a campaigner and more
than a couple could have (myself included).
A us and them mentality developed between

the ol money we weren't sent to
any old suburb. This led to the insane situa-
tion of having to constantly trudge around
the Morth Shore, Eastern Suburbs and the
gentrified, inner city areas of Sydney. The
areas with cash. | suppose we could have
convinced a few to make small reforms in
regard to the environment, such as recyeling.
But all we probably did was sooth the con-
sciences of a few rich people ac the bargain
basement price of, on average, 50 bucks.

| lasted almost |8 months, which was
actually a long time, but it took 3-6 months
o get the hang of sales. As the hierarchial
nature of the organisation began to annoy,
so too did the ideology. The Greenpeace
endorsement of the “Green Olympics” and
the emphasis upon making Industry environ-
mentally friendly seemed nowhere near the
solution to our environmental problems.
The reproduction of economic inequality
endorses and strengthens the capitalist sys-
tem. It Is this system that is responsible for
the destruction of the environment.

Green capilism s not enly an illusion
but a hoax!

Greenpeace prided Itself on being the
radical environmental group not afraid to
confront industry. The truth s that it Is a
trendy club for educated middle class kids
playing radicals. Kids who will probably end
up “earning a lot more In private enterprise!”

Grant

BECAUSE CAPITALISM
CANNOT BE REFORMED!

=
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HIS summer, the United Mations

Development Programme issued

I jts annual Human Development

Report. The document Is a stinging

indictment of globalization and its herrif-

ic Impace on the well-being of so many of
the world's people.

According to the Report, in develop-
ing countries nearly 1.3 billion people do
not have access to clean water, one in
seven children of primary school age is
out of sehool, 840 million people are
malnourished, and an estimated .3 bil-
llon people live on incomes of less than
$| a day. Even In the industrial countries,
globalisation has taken a grim toll. One
person in eight suffers from either long-
term unemployment, illiteracy, a life-
expectaney of less than 60 years, or an
income below the national poverty line.

This human misery is not a conse-
quence of globalisation’s insufficient
advance. “More than 80 countries still
have per capita incomes lower than they
were a decade or more ago," comments
the Report. In sub-Saharan African and
some other least developed countries,
per capita incomes are lower than they
were in 1970. And some of the countries
that are worst off are those that are
mest integrated into the global economy.
Exports account for close to 30% of the
gross domestic product of impoverished
sub-Saharan Africa, for example, com-
pared to less than 20% for the industrial
mnations. In Eastern Europe and the for-
mer Soviet Union, where privatisation
and the market have expanded most
rapidly, “the dismantling and weakening
of the welfare state have meant cuts and
deterioration in services in health and
education—across the board—con-
tributing to the deteriorating human out-
comes. Life expectancy was lower in

1995 than in 1989 in 7 of |8 countries—
falling as much as five years since 1987.
Enrolment in kindergarten declined dra-
matically.”

The gap between rich and poor has,
In the words of the report, today
“reached grotesque proportions.” In
1960, the countries with the wealthiest
fifth of the world's people had per capia
Incomes 30 times that of the poorest
fifth. By 1990, the ratio had doubled to
60 to one, and by 1995 It stood at 74 to
one. And the Asian economic crisis of
the past few years has exacerbated the
marginalisation of the poorest countries.

Within nations, the income gap has
been growing as well. Eastern Europe

«“THE EXPANSION OF MARKETS TENDS TO PENALISE ALTRUISM AND CARE"

e snrasnnnins

The State of the World

and the former
Soviet Union have
experienced “the
fastest rise in
Inequality ever.”
Russia now has the
world's  greatest
inequality, with the
richest 20% having
Il times the income
of the bottom 20%.
Income inequalities
have also grown dra-
matically in China,
Indonesia, Thailand,
other East and
South-East  Asian
countries, and in the
industrialised coun-
tries, especially
Sweden, Britin, and
the United States. A
recent study by the
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities
(reported in the New York Times of
Sept. 5, 1999) found that the richest |
percent of Americans earned as much
after taxes as the poorest 100 million; in
1977 the top | percent only (!) had as
much as the bottom 49 million. The
poorest 20 percent are making less
today in real terms (adjusting for infla-
tion) than they were in 977

The assets of the world's three rich-
est people, notes the Human
Development Report, are more than the
combined GNP of all least developed
countries on the planet (This piece of
information is already out of date: the
statement was based on a report in
Forbes magazine for Oct. 12, 1998, when
Bill Gares, Warren Buffert, and Paul Allen
had combined assets of $110 billion; on
July 17, 1999, the NYT reported that the
first two of these individuals alone were
worth more than $140 billion.) The
assets-of the 200 richest people in 1998
were more than the total income of 41%
of the world's people. The Report
observes that a measly 1% tax on the
wealth of these 200 people could fund
primary education for all the world's chil-
dren who lack access to schooling.

One major source for the growing
inequality and the global suffering is the
spread of markets. For example, as the
Report points out, for much of human
histery care-giving—attending to the
young, the old, the sick, and the rest of
us—was performed by women outside
the market, based on a gender division of

labor and female subordination. As
women have entered the market—partly
by cheice and partly by economic pres-
sures—they are stll largely responsible
for care-giving activities, which has
forced a reduction in the time devoted
to care, just as state services are being
cut back as well. The “expansion of mar-
kets tends to penalise altruism and care.”
Markets also undermine the environ-
ment. “Despite widespread public sup-
port for environmental action, the dri-
ving forces of globalisation still put profit
before environmental protection, preser-
vation and sustainability.” The World
Trade Organisation, the international
body responsible for aligning environ-
mental and trade policy, has instead
acted to protect the trading system from
government policies designed to protect
the environment. The WTO, like the
other main international institutions,
reflects the interests of the rich nations,
“often those of the G-7 [the seven
largest industrial economies]. or some-
times just the G- [the United States].”
But it should not be thought that the
rich countries and the multinational cor-
porations are consistent defenders of
markets. They favour markets except
when it advances their interests to favour
state action on their behalf. And so a
major aspect of the current globalisation
is extending the reach of patents to
enhance corporate profits. As the Human
Development Report notes, "most devel-
oping countries previously exempted agri-
culture, medicines and other praducts
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funding, felt obliged
eword to the Report that its
“robust editorial indepen-

‘benefits t

ished the Report's authors: “In listing the

negative impacts of markets on people, it is

not to appear to be rejecting mar-

kets as the central organising principle of
| economic life. Markets need institu-

tions and rule—and too frequently in the
global setting they are not yet adequately
to the control of either. But the
unleashing of competition within countries
and between countries has ushered in for
many an era of prosperity and liberty.”
Brown on to note that where he “fully
agree[s] with the authors is that this
ent has been uneven." His con-
clusion is that we need to “keep markets
free but fair.”

Brown's formulatien, however, begs the
question. What if “free markets™ are inher-
ently unfair! Markets produce and allocate
goods based on the number of dollars that
demand them, not on the basis of need. A
million dollars from a wealthy individual cre-
ates more market demand than ten dollars
from a thousand needy individuals.
Moreover, even if everyone started out with
equal incomes, markets work by creating
winners and losers, thus generating inequali-
ty and leading to domination by the rich. In
addition, markets are fundamentally incom-
patible with building community: they

Goodbye to Bad Rubbish

“The Employing Class and the Working Class Have Nothing in

Common

HIS phrase has been highlighted for

the people of Newcastle like never
before. Glant steelmaker BHP recent-

ly finished it’s steel making operations after
80 years In the city: B0 years of exploitation,
| vandalism and complete disre-

gard for the valid concerns of local people
over health problems assoclated with the
steelworks. BHP still denies that their opera-
tions cause harmful pollution, but the truth is
that they could not even provide 2 safe

for their own workers.

The reaction In Newcastle ranged from
anger through sadness to relief. Some said,
“Goodbye to bad rubbish,” whilst others
lamented the passing of an era and won-
dered this meant for Newcaste. BHP repre-
sented not only the regions largest boss, but
also the areas conservative working class
ethos. For generations the steelworks pro-
vided jobs and some stability for many work-
ers and their families. The fact that massive

- profits were leaving the area was overlooked
because, although life was a struggle ac times,
it was mainly good In “our town.”

" Unfortunatly, but not surprisingly. the
mmbﬂlwdﬂmd. BHP repaid
this loyalty by dumping It woridorce on the

scrapheap. For the warkers the real slap in
the face Is that thelr steelworks Is stll prof-

jeable today. It may still be turning a

but In terms of opportunity cost it Is lagging
behind. That's right—after 80 years of

exploiting the people of Newcastle BHP is
moving “off-shore.” The “Big Australian”

haps! BHP is moving to some poor devel-
oping nation where the government Is
more friendly to Capital (is that possible?)
and unions are non-existant or shot at.

A big question that workers may want
to ask themselves is where were the
unions? It seemed as if the unions rolled
aver and allowed it to happen as if it was
inevitable. This shows the absolute Ineffec-
tiveness of the Capitalist “lackey” craft
unions. If the workers of Newcastle had
all joined together then instead of BHP
turning it's back en Newcastle and closing
the steelworks, we could have kept the
steelworks and asked BHP to leave!

Although the workers of Mewcastle have
been treated very shoddily, the future BHP
wage-slaves will be In for an even rougher
time. One only needs to look at the opera-
tions of BHP at tha Ok Tedi mine In Papua
New Guinea to see what is in store for the
lucky nations in reciept of future BHP
winvestment.” Newcastle Is probably lucky It
Isn't In a “developing” nadon or BHP would
have left us nothing buta hele in the ground.

So while BHP goes on to exploit ina dis-
eant corner of the world, the workers of
Newcastle are unemployed. The caprains of
industry and thelr politiclan mates in the
Labor Party are assuring Newcastle that this

3:pend on ruthless EBmpetition ang
Th::,s: :::e“r:gard others as hulm‘r-“.-
is se|‘f—centel" Qd“.w ke o
ki ce ness, inequality, and 5 \I.-Lm.
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"So long, partner!”

is a chance for the city, almost a blessing.
MNow Newcastle can attract tourists and
“Clean Green" industry to the area. How
many of the now redundant workers from
the steelworks will benefit from thist Not a
lot, you can probably guess.

The lesson for the working class (soon
to be under-class?) people of Neweastle Is all
too clear. Nationalism Is dead. The ruling
class has killed it off. They will do nothing
but protect themselves, so surely Itis time
for the working class to do the same. Our
rulers don't care about Australian jobs ©
the plight of thelr under privileged Aus:!
“mates,” so why should we care about mal
taining thelr privileged positons!
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For Whom do You Write?

Transeript of performance given by IWW mem-
bers Phil Doyle and Christos Tsiolkas at the 1999
Newcastle Young Writers Festival.

Anarchist poet Harry Hotten who lived and worked

in Newcastle. It seems fitting for us to take inspira-
don from Hotten who was one of Australia’s best and most
political of poets. His work, of course, is now out of print.
This is from Il Tell You Something, a paem he wrote during
the years of World War Il

CHRISTOS: wWe'd like to begin by quoting from the

Momentous everits sweep up,

Alter the contours of our era:

Empires arise in the Pacific overnight,

And little men boom mightily in the arena;
World in the throes of birth is convulsed,
And timely things file gently through the area

Men call their minds:

There is a shortage of eggs, and a surplus of rats

Attracted by backyard fowl runs.

They've abolished Father Xmas, icing on lolly pigs, cuffs on
trousers.

They've cut out crosses on hot cross buns.

There's a shortage of food, and of mouths to feed.

Babies, Australia’s best immigrants, we must breed.

But there’s no houses and flats lead to divorces and

harses for courses oats for goats Brisbane for

bugs Sydney for thugs Melbourne for mugs

Adelaide for Churches Perth for pots.

In the midst of life we are in Perth.

The good earth has gone to sed;

And our soiled sages dreaming of reclaimed land, a

Green corn paradise for rabbits, grasshoppers, sheep, have gone
to seed.

And there is some talk of juvenile delinquency (by

adult delinquents at war) and some

Talk of recanstruction, and on one side is the Pacific Ocean

And the steel works are full

Christos: But its now 1999 and the steel works are empty
and the workers have no jobs. My white trash brother will
speak for me now.

Phil: | was born Australian to Greek migrants who escaped
peasantry and poverty to make themselves exiles to factory
wark and to wages. There is fortune in life—what is the
history of politics worth if not the teaching us of that les-
sonl | was fortunate to be born into a tradition of familial
responsibility. Though | can now question the worth of my
parents scarifices to their children, | cannot question the
benefit of it for me. Life was made safe for me and | know
that this is not the family history of everyone. This knowl-
edge has taught me responsibility. | refuse to be ironic
about that.

_I'have written and spoken the following waords: | am not

T

Greek, | am not gay, | am not Australian, | should add that |
am not a writer. | write, | speak Greek, | love and have sex
with men, | am a citizen of Australia. It is imperative that
this difference is understood for | believa that action speaks
louder than identicy.

| speak two languages. In English | speak to you in the
voice of a tertiary educated man who has been trained In
the language of the bourgoeisie, trained largely by the bour-
geoisie. In Greek | speak the language of rural central
Greece. In Greece | have been told that | still “speak like a
peasant”. My vocabulary in Greek is that of a man who has
not been further than primary school. The politics of class
and migration—and therefore racism—construct my very
thoughts. Raised in two vastly different languages and
expressions | cannot forget that not only myself but all of us
speak through class.

| am not pretending to you that | am either revolution-
ary or even radical. As someone who believes that the gen-
eration of surplus wealth requires the continuation of
poverty and of expolitation | will speak of sociallsm. As
somecne who believes that all communities require their
heretics, and as someone who will defend the heretic, | will
speak of anarchism., | don't do this as a writer—or not only
as a writer—but | do it as a political man.

Virginia Woolfe wrote that one needed a room of one's
own in which to write. What is often forgotten is that she
added that one required 500 quid as well. That was in the
1920s. What would that 500 quid be worth now in 19997

| wish to speak of three hopes. One is of collaboration,
to work with like-minded people in the belief that writing is
not a competition but that it too is work and that as a
worker | seek camadarie and solidarity. As a writer | am a
storyteller and | know that everyone has a story to tell.
Writing is a skill, a trade, it can be learnt and taught. | spoke
of responsibility before and | believe that as someone wha
has had the opportunity of free education | owe a duty to
pass on my skills. And | wish to continue being taught. In
Newcastle this weekend | had the benefit of a generosity
from two teachers: one was a homeless old man who gave
me a history of the town, the other teacher was a sex
worker in her forties who gave me a history of the town's
men.

My friend Phil Doyle has been teaching me. This is a
quote from another friend, Sasha Soldatow: “Even if we are
forced not to speak, we will still whisper to each other.”

So | whisper to you: | will not stop speaking of class and
race and commitment for | have indulged too much in deca-
dence. Politics is not a theme paric it is a truncheon in East
Timor, the murder of a feminist writer in Algeria and it is
the bashing of an Aboriginal man in Queensland by young
men who do not believe in his “lifestyle”.

Too much decadence is making me ill.

My wog brother will speak for me now.

Christos: Another hope: Writing is largely a middle class
hobby. It's pretty hard to make a living out of writing. The
way the industry and technology are set up make it an
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LABOUR IS IMPORTANT STUFF
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last year and still hasny
Big Issue pays people |
Everyone's got a horror stor
ripped-off. A lot of People ha: of ba
for nothing or fuck-all. A lot Sy
know that writing is undependab‘?ﬂ i
lar and scant of income, Write, ot
selves are an exploited groyp, V\:; g
we act together, in our common )
to improve this situation! Th il
press especially should start mme lee_"‘
wage. The Australian Soclety of ?ql b
should be, and could be, a bit . "°
tant than it is. el
It's up to you? If if this s Just a hobt,
for you or you have another means i
support yourself, why should yay bey, ‘:
Because storyelling is not a mrm:e(iuEI
Because it is in the best interest efmli
writers that all writers have a dec;,
income. And it is in the interest of 5| rtr
society that all its voices are heard i
Are you winning!

been ps The
CENLS 2 worg

‘ME
ten

f peopl,

Christos: Are you scared?
Phil: Far whom do you write?

Christos: Why should you trust the chil
dren of the bourgoisie!

Phil: We'll finish from another poem of
Hooten's.

I don't write my poetry for Ordinary People
Ordinary people have no need for my poetry
Ordinary people are perfect

I write my poetry for extraordinary overed.
cated people
To bring them up to the level of Ordinary

Tom Barker
and the

wnist society,” Uncle
say to me, “where no
fined to an exclusive
ety, but ean perfect
in whatever branches he likes,
rugulates production as 2
‘thereby helps to make it
‘do this today and that
go hunting in the morn-
the afternoon, tend cat-
ening, and after dinner
ticism, |ust as it happens
‘without ever becoming
fisherman, herdsman or

a large hospital or
perscriptions but | was

t about economic
| economic freedom in
d the words came

‘task than it should
are a lot of people
you would think
quite sane and in
full quid, but think
u_n‘ﬂ. whats more,

1 f_rie when your
words and your
own to command

Economic Democracy

we don't need them

weather eye upon the enlightened
pursuit of the common good. It is
fragmented into classes. This makes
for a complicated arrangement with
all sorts of things squirming and twist-
Ing together like politicians when you
look under a stone. Wvhat it amounts
to s that one fairly small group of
people own and /or manage the
means of production, distribution and
exchange while the rest of us get by
selling our labour. Or labour power
as Uncle Karl insisted.This generates a
fair amount of tension in the old body
corporate but not nearly as much as it
should do.

It doesn't macter if the boss is vir-
tuous or a sinner, likeable or a general
failure as a human being. energetic or
lazy, compassionate or hard hearted
(although natural selection does tend
to promote the least atractive alterna-
tives). What does matter s that dur-

ing a large chunk of the day the free-
dom of every working man and every
working woman is strongly curtailed.
These restraints do net come from
any majority feeling expressed
through any praper instrument of
popular control. It is arbitary authori-
ty. Or tyranny.

This 15 not the end of the story.
Labour is important stuff. Through it
food Is grown, clothing is made, shel-
ter and other buildings created and all
the trappings of civilisation have to be
constantly maintained and refurbished.
Now if the central creative force at
the heart of all this is unfrea and unde-
mocratic then it could put a sort of
stamp upen the world arising from
the process. We might expect to find,
for example, that the more our food Is
processed the less healthy it gets or
that our clothing is produced by
sweated labour in some distant coun-
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rbs where we live aré

b
Word\!mhmnrhdluuf

ity.
“A m.n‘s freedom,” the Dlgeuri
leader Gerrard | ed, s
where he gets his bread.” In retrospect

{¢ s a sexist enough comment but, striP-
Wudmmeﬁﬂiﬂﬂ’-'“"“"’"“k

‘e had a point. ) 2

have 2 political democracy either.
Lﬂ'm the ,,‘:Ipra nor even a majority
of them can rule in a world spiit by dra-
matic inequalities. Political power follows
property, has and always wil. and
the more extreme the Inequalicy the
-democra-

FoR wwﬂboly HE MARL
'. LIVING WE DOP Fos mtz m’“r
e
'
s
— |
\.vh;r so many dictaters end up going  can they be reduced/eliminar

bonkers. Mr. Nelsan Mandela while serv-
ing his life sentence apparently organised
soners to start reasserting their human
dignity by Just walking at a normal pace.
No one hurried or ran to impress any
rison officer with their keenness, Now
under capitalism of course all workers
are serving a life sentence of a different

 sort. 5o to take a leaf from Mandella’s

book Do the Job but don't hurry, don't
run. Just steady steady- Remember also
there s an unemployment problem. If
everyone slowed down on the job just
ten per cent this would be absorbed

pletely.

3) Check out where you fit into the
general scheme of things. Where do the
raw materials come from. How could
they be handled in a democratic work-
shop? Is whar you are making or doing
really of benifit or would it be better from
the human or ecological point of view if it
was closed down. (Be ruthless. Inan eco-
nomically undemocratic werld the closing
down of such a place just means the mis-
ery of ' In an ec {]

democratic one things would be made for

use not profit and any task rendered
unnessary will just mean a redistribution
of labour to a shortening the general
working day.) What are the pleasurable
parts to the job? How can they be max-
Jimised? What are the downsides? How

4) Investigate the majo,
ers, directors and malmgc;g
ticualar slave outfit. Look th
Whose Who and find out wha;
hobbies are. Then come Manday 1,
when you wonder why you's ; the
well you'll know wont you? 2

5)Talk to your fellow v,
all of them of cours—that
Burt there are always a few
Try to be part of the prog
life building pride, intelligence g
dence. These discussion groups should
course, so far as possible be in

grouping. | would recom
sation behind this ma
Industrial Vorkers of the
good little group to use as th
this. It is our reason of e
see, to encourage workers ir
self-reliance and, through solidarit
organise this into something that g
better conditions and more job ¢
now while forming the basis to
really democratic industries in the
We call this building the new
the shell of the old. 5till it doesr
if you decide to keep thi
for a while. Be wary of ol
tion but link up when your
thinking now, though, a
safty, wages an
Chances are your ¢
could be anything fro
to half-way useful
starts to rock a bit
things one at a time
7) Starc taking cor tr
wherever possible, £
days tasks with your
and to leave the boss &
The lazler the boss !
will be but some St
there. Don't go running
to sort out problems ¥
workers.

!
“COLLECTIVISATION SPREAD STEADILY IN THE VILLAGES.
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A New Way of Life is Born

On July 19, 1936, an attempted fascist coup d'etat lead to the

commencement of the Spanish Civil War. In the areas of Spain
not controlled by the fascist armies, a revolution was carried out
by the l_mguﬂ union existing at the time, the million and a half
strong Confederacién Nacional del Trabajo, a revolutionary
unlon. This is one brief description of what was undertaken in
Aragon, one of the areas controlled by the workers ...

m ATTLES between peasants and fas-
cists broke out in towns and vil-
throughout Aragon immedi-
ately after July 19, 1936. In many of the
villages the peasants fled to escape the
persecution of the fascists. Later, when
_ the antifascist columns entered Aragon
from Catalonia and the Levant, the
towns and villages were liberated from
the Civil Guards and fascists. The peas-
ants returned to their homes. A social
transformaton then took place that was
not equalled anywhere else in Spain for
its depth and organization.
Unlike Camlonia, distribution of land
In Aragon did not make for very great
‘extremes of wealth and poverty. The
nﬂ?dw of the people were small farm-
ers, tenant farmers and sharecroppers.
Sharecroppers worked for the few large
landholders, as did the landless day
labourers. (Bath these groups had to find
work in the citles for many months of
the year because Mother Earth could not
feed them.) The war tended to eliminate
‘éven these extremes rather quickly, for,
as the popular milita advanced, the large
landholders and the fascists fled the
ﬁ“ﬂ- Very few remained to wark with

 The people of the villages held gener-
)t meetings n the publc plazes and
dgreed to expropriate the lands of the
ders. Other land was also
d or turned over to the vil-
ple agreed to work togeth-
es In almost all the liberat-
Five hundred towns and

villages with a population of approxi-
mately half a million people established
collectivism, a type of economy and
social system unknown in modern
Europe until then. The transformation of
private property into a system of collec-
tive property was accomplished in a rela-
tively short time and to a surprising
degree.

Collectivisation in Aragon constitut-
ed a final stage in the transformation of
rural life that had been fought for since
the start of the Republic in 1931. The
agrarian reform offered by the Repubiic
provided no help for the rural proleari-
at. Very few large landholders were
expropriated under the banner of
reform. Only the lands belonging to the
Church or religious orders were taken
over. These were distributed among a
relatively small number of peasant fami-
lies, but the rural masses continued to
live in misery.

When the power of reaction was
destroyed after July 19, 1936, the peas-
ants realised their ideal: collectivisation.
Communes also took control of the land
in all the towns and villages of Loyalist
Spain. But the process of collectivisation
did not develop as far anywhere else in
Spaln as it did In Aragon.

Collectivisation was not ordered by
the State or Imposed by force as in
Russia. The great majarity of the peas-
ants supported the ideals of the social
revolution. Their goal was to produce
collectively and to distribute the product
of their labour with justice to all. No one

issued a proclamation
for a particular type of

collectivisation. There
| were no decrees, no
government commis-
slons to Issue orders,
no official orlentation
to direct the peasants.
They acted according to
their intuitions. An
active minority led the
way. The ideal of liber-
mrian communism was
strong among the peas-
ants. It was stirring to ses how the peas-
ants could hit the nail on the head with
their clear, humane thinking even though
they did not have a great deal of theory
or deep knowledge. With the intuition
that people have in exceptional times,
the rural population went to work to
construct a new life.

News of the collectivisation and lib-
ertarian communism in Aragon spread
throughout the country. But the actual
content of collectivist Iife in Aragon was
not known elsewhere in Spain or abroad.
A description of how they were organ-
ised, how they reached undersrandings.
had not yet been written. The story of
the social revolution in Aragon after july
19th was not yet told.

However, what took plice in Aragon
is of greatest importance to the world
soclalist movement. More than half a mil-
lion peasants, impelled by necessicy, by
their misery and their ideals, took des-
tiny into their own hands. Equality,
Liberty, Fraternity, the great dreams of
the French Revolution, have not yet been
realised in the world. They were being
realised in Aragon. The peasant was free
from political oppression and the
exploitation of the great landholders
Liberty was won in battle. Equality was
urgmlsa& Fraternity lived in the hearts
of the people.

Structure of the Collectives

The smallest unit of the collective in
Aragon was the work group. usualy
numbering five to ten members, some-
dmes more. The group might consist of
friends. or the neighbours on a cerain
street, or a group of small farmers, ten-
ant farmers, or day labourers. YWhen one
group finished its work, it would help
another group. Everyone was cbiiged
work. Each group member was given a
workers' card. A group would go out &2
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farmers and tenant farmers attended. That
was how the collectives w;:;::-“m:

ssion of the land A
‘took possession A,

o join the collective could keep the land that
he could cultivate without hired Iabour. Each
collective proceeded alang the following fines
of development: :

The distribution of land, labour, taols and
fruit of their toil was taken care of first. The
collective has to be concerned In the first
phnemﬂud!muhlsnmiﬂhmun—
ers. The product of the fields was brought
to a common warehouse; the most impor-
tant foods were distributed equally among
all. Surplus crops were used for trade with
other communes or with collectives in the
cities. Produce was distributed to the mem-
‘bers free of charge. Depending on the wealth
of the commune there would be bread and
wine. Sometimes bread, meat and other
foods were issued without limit and free of
charge. Whatever had to be acquired outside
of the commune, through barter or purchase
from other communes oF the cides, or com-
‘modities that were in low supply in the com-
mune, were rationed. Everyone, whether
able to work o not. received the necessities
of life as far as the collective could provide
them. The underfying idea was no longer
good day's pay for 2 good day's work” but

lectives e district. Ten to twen-
b ':‘d rtogether to form ::
economic unit. The labour collective in ea
village :e:z an exact Inventory to the
onal Federation reporting the r:r"::_-:: ::
ns of transpel
ket m‘:chnndlse on hand. The
Districe Federation maintained warehouses
and marketed the agricultural preduce of all
the affiliated villages and collectives; prod-
ucts for interchange were sent to the
Regional Federation and in some cases
Barcelona, The collectives, were able to.
obiain the goods they needed with the cred-
it built up by the produce they sent o the
Districe. The majority of the District
Federations had ample warehouse facilities.
The villages were able ta obtain what they
needed. Everything they needed could be
found in the District

The District Federation was composed
of delegates elected by the collectives of the
villages. They were responsible for commu-
nication and transportation between the vil-
lages; they bought new means of transporta-
tion, installed additional telephone fines and
supparted cultural progress in the affiliated
villages. The defence against reactionaries
and fascists was led by the District
Federations during the first months after July
{9th. Local Defence Councils received arms
and strategic advice from the District
Federation. The District Federation in the
Barbastro Zone, Huesca Province, conduct-
ed the defence against fascism for nine
months. They provided food and all neces-
Sary war materials to the militia.

All the District Federations of Aragen
belonged to the Aragon Regional Federation
of Collectives. The Committee of this
Regional Federation was the economic cen-
tre of the entire region. During the first
months there was a certain amount of dupli-
cation. The Aragon Defence Council

local ol
ty communes join

‘assumed responsibility for defence at the

beginning. The Defence Council was recog-
nised by the Government as the official rep-
resentative body of the region. It had the
characteristics of a governmental body.
Actually, there was no Defence Council, but
an Economic Council.

A Congress of District Federations was
held in Caspe in February, 1937. They
agreed to make the Regional Federation the

, labour
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2nd other parts of Spain. In ind
or duction was  co

centre of the agricultwral eollec-
tives of Aragon. The District Federations
would send their produce or other goods to
the Regional Federation. The interchange of
goods between sections of Aragon could be
done through the Regional federation.
Where necessary, there would be transac-
‘dons with other regions or other countries.
This, briefly, was the structure of the col-
lectives of Aragon. Fallowing is our report of
what we saw in some of the villages, the
Districe Federations and the Regional
d on how the new economy func-
tioned on a foundation of equality and justice.

Collectivism was not new in
was it I!mlted to Aragon. Howeye, f
most widespread in Aragen. The ClN" Wag
the anarchists were the mos; fervan ing
porters of collectivisation, bue n; t o
ones. The members of the UGT le only
Union of Workers, Socialist) al; { 2
collectivisation in the city and the '[;Ll"
Spanish syndicalism was the main sps,
inspiration of the idea and the moyar.
The socialist and syndicalist uniops +, ‘e {
together frequently with equal zea) 1o,
lectivisation in  the rurg| £ I
Collectivisation spread steadily in the villzge
and towns of the region. i

! The Saocialist and the Communist pyry,
failed to support collectivisation, The ar
an program of both parties followed 1,
agrarian reform of the Republic. None |
their proposals went beyond the o
agrarian reform program, which was limiced
to the distribution of the large landeq
estates. Agricultural workers must be
small property owners. France did this dyr
ing the Great Revolution. Result: a nation ¢
small farmers, a social class that bears ¢
seed of capitalism and conservatism.

The Communist Party advo
creation of agricultural cooperative 4
of a program of collectivisation. Th b
lished a set of madel by-laws for 5
cultural cooperatives in their public
Voz del Campo (Veice of the Coun
22, 1937, Valencia. They did no
collectivisation. They based their prog
for cooperatives on private property. T
was in contrast with the program of |
collectivisation of the peasants in Russia, i
ambiguous position for the Corm
International.

Cooperatives could satisfy S
ants as litele as the government's pr
agrarian reform. Both kept priva
as the basis for farming. Agricultura
went beyond such petty-bourgeois relorm
after July [9th, without waiting for the
cal parties. They were inspired wi
of communism, filled with a deep ¢
liberty. They wanted nothing of the
economy of capitalism. They wantec ¢
work together collectively and distribut® o
product of their labour to all justly
believed that they could achieve @ &
with collectives. They went beyond 2
way solutions, all superficial reic
Collectivism was the principle of |
communism. The individual peasant
stubbornly to his piece of private ¢
was not their ideal. The collectv
centre-piece for the birth of the hex
ety. It triumphed over individ
Collectivism was to be the crade
rebirth of Spain.

Spain, 1y,

From “With the Peasants of A
web at htipilfiog blockenedneuhue s
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E last decade has seen the steady
in Italy of militant workplace
. podies outside the control of the
itry's three major union
rations. These new organisations,
which style themselves as ‘rank-
or 'alternative’ unions, now group
thousands of members. Well
d in a number of key workplaces
ustrial sectors, able to organise
'a national scale - the most
series of strikes against the
ar - the ‘rank-and-file’ unions have
\pact upon Iralian working class
of all propertion to their size.
me time, as some of their
freely admit, the new
ns have so far failed to attract
ing numbers of workers
turned their backs upen [taly's
ns. For all these reasons - the
well as the successes - there is
from the experiences of ltaly's
union scene.
i Italians, and not only radical
ree major confederations have
te unions', too compromised by
assoclations with the country's
ical parties to be able to defend
ateral interests. Their failure to
issive job losses in manufacturing
eighties has also meant a
ift in membership base since
For example, today little more
‘the members in the 'left’ union
the CGIL are in workplaces;
rees, That the major unions
ind members amongst wage
e In part to the sort of social
y provide, whether that be
- or job openings in certain
spartments.For their part, the
CGIL aim to deliver a well-
ng workforce to employers.
above all, they have long
ge of measures designed to
rs whose industrial action

threatens the ‘national interest’.

It's not surprising, then, that many of
Italy’s newer, 'rank-and-file' uniens have
formed around groups of workers, activists
- and in some cases paid officials - who have
been marginalised or expelled from the
major unions over the past decade. Alang
the way, they have come into contact with
remants of the COBAS, unofficial
warkplace groups which briefly challenged
the traditional unions' leadership in a
number of public service sectors
(education above all) during the late
eighties. Together, in the broad alternative
union movement, they have been
attempting to oppose the many forms of
restructuring which occur at workers'
expense, and to claw back some space for
waorkers to organise themselves.

The biggest alternative union in lealy
today is the CUB. As a confederation, the
CUB brings together a number of unions,
the largest of which are the RDB (well-
established amongst public sector workers,
particularly firefighters and social security
employees) and the FLMU (a
metalwarkers' organisation, strongest in
and around Milan). With their origins in
splits from the major unions, the RDB and
FLMU are viewed with some hostility by
many activists in other rank-and-file
organisations. Reasons offered for this
range from their more conventional
structure (both unions employ full-time
officials and staff), to the preparedness of
sections of the RDB to sign agreements
which restrict their members’ industrial
activity. Conversely, other components of
the CUB - for example, its small education
sector affiliate - are well-known for their
non-sectarian advocacy of workers' self-
organisation.

Another large alternative union is the
SLAl. Begun by auto workers in Milan and
Maples, and strongest within private
manufacturing firms, the SLAl has since
spread to the public sector. The SLAI prides

Radical Unions in Italy

feself on being ‘a union without union

fo\:\als.". as a federation of workplace

collectives, it aims to develop a fla

organisational structure withour any

internal bureaucracy. Early in the decade ¢
was widely seen as close both to
Rifondazione Comunista, the leftwing
remant of the old Italfan communist parry,
and the left oppesition within the major
uniens.¥Vhen Rifondazione entered into an
agreement with the ruling centre-left
coalition back in the mid ninetles, the SLAI
distanced itself from that party. SINCobas,
a pro-Rifondazione minority which has a
presence at the FIAT auto plant in Turin, left
the SLAI soon after.

In ltaly’s north-east the ADL, a network
of warkplace collectives with one thousand
members, has also affiliated to the SLAL
Close to the regions autonomis:
movement, the ADL refuses to consider
itself a union at all. Unions, it insists, are
based upon the delegation rather than self-
activity of workers' interests. Inherently
bureaucratic, they restrict themselves to
so-called ‘economic’ matters while leaving
so-called 'political’ questions to politica
parties. So why join the SLAI? According tc
the ADL, workers' seli-organisation can
benefit from the safeguards which come
from legal recognition as a union;and In any
case, the SLAl is 'not really’ a union,
whatever its other members think

A similar refusal of the union form an
be found amongst the Cenfederaziane
Nazionale COBAS, a body which brings
together a number of rank-and-file groups
in Rome and elsewhere. Many of these - for
example, the COBAS at Rome's Policlinica
hospieal - also have historical links to the
autonomist movement

The US| is a syndicalist organisation
affliated to the IWA-AIT.A major Industrial
force untll smashed by fascism in the early
twenties, the US| has grown alongside the
other alternative unions. Recent months
have seen the return of many sections - in
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the alleged plans "have never b,
‘with me” and that the NaTG
was not designed [by
eadership] as a means of
ethnic cleansing.... There was e
Intent to do that. That was not th 11,
‘Commenting on Washington's rcf.u
to lift a finger to help the vicyip, E;%q:
crimes, the veteran Australian IEA L
Richard Butler observed that i 1. ;"
‘made very clear to me by senjor A.-]:E
‘analysts that the facts of the o,
essentially are that: the US will o, .
proportionally, defined largely in tcml—:?r.c
its own interests and threat assessm,\.,.'[kr
The remarks were not offered i ¢, ticisn
of Washington; rather, of his 1. A
Australians, whe do not (Dmpreheq;] l_:
~ facts of life: that athers are to shoulder ¢ o
burdens. and face the costs—which (o
Australla, may not be slight. It will by,
come as a great shock if a few years hene.
US corporations are cheerfully pick
the pieces in an Indonesia that resep
Australian actions, but has few complain
about the overlord. ;
The chorus of self-adulation has
subsided a bit, though not much. Far more
important  than  these sh
~ performances is the failure 1o
once, and decisively—to save the rer
of one cf the most terrible tragedies of this
awful century.

N Shargg
SPeratigy
the pojige,
blocking g,

been
Fican

Noam Chormsky

Noam Chomsky is a world renowned crit
American foreign policy and an IWW m

~ SLAI and elsewhere, want to create
Ylike they used to be': militant, decic
defending workers' wages and condition
Some - for example, members of U
Bologna collective Precari Mati,
which has done some important ¥
* amongst ‘casual workers - suspect &
‘real’ unlons will quickly come to mirre
‘those they were formed to supplant
Others still suggest thar, for all its flaws
Italy’s alternative union movement
valuable breeding ground for presert
~ future struggles, one ereated by mil®
workers themselves; and that t ;
unambiguous assertion of workers' sl
nised needs already contains the se&
a new society.
One of the best guides t©©
union scene can be found at th
the jJournal dl
1 'arca:ias'plosm,cnm;aih:se;w
h-language materials can o€ :
{enrlies.comiCapicolH1I/ 38432

the halian
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Windows 6.0 or
a for contributing
would pride itself

ost forum for criti-
int social order from

We are invisible, represented in the media
as deserving of our fate. Spoken for by char-
ities and the same middle-class that spawns
the insipid left and the arts i

narrower than these ‘open-minded’ people
would eare to admit.
Is ?': any wonder that in the face of such

that manage to maintain their profile in
Australia. Qur cause Is hopeless.

Reith and company are right when they
say that their radicalism is about choice. Itis
the choice between crime and poverty,
between lying to beaurocracy or having the

s that has been riding
erclass for generations.
iddle class that has
mpt to determine the
of their existence to an
e, a game. The same mid-
wonopolised the organ-
ocialist Workers: Parry,
lon Movement, to the
ns like ACOSS. They
t heart. They don't want

assumptions as to the

by the poor themselves.

cals in this society are the
eith's, the think tanks. of
and the nation's bureau-
d the whip hand in this coun-
ontinue to do so as long as their

futilicy your reinforced over and
over again with rejection, Between oblivion
for four days out of fourteen or the dreary
interminable diet of potatoes and two-
minute noodles. Between acts of public van-
dalism and acts of self-destruction. Between
ignoring the privations of your neighbours
or the futility of trying to address them.
Between social isolation or collective selfan-
nihilation. Between putting up with more
shit in a week than somebody in a suit has
to deal with in a lifetime er reacting and
finding yourself out on the street living liter-
ally from hand to mouth. Yep it's about
chaice, and this is the cholce that faces the
underclass in Australia as we enter the
Twenty-First cetury.

It has become patently obvious to many
in the underclass that our enemy Is as much
the middle-class as it is anything else. The
arrogant assumption that everyone has food
to eat, vhere r ble to live, a ter-

tion is the irrelevant ngs of
t dribbles out of the fashionable
of Australia's universities.
| am concerned about is the fact
no longer an Australian. The com-
| come from is not “Australian,”
long-term unemployed. There is no
hich we can access public debate

tiary education and—god bless them—a
Macintosh Computer shows how far these
people are from reality. The arrogance lies
in the hypocrisy of believing that people
outside this happy state of affairs lacks
either the desire or the ability te contribute
to a debate about their future. It is the arro-
gance that creates a homogenity that is a lot

even from or ‘sypa-
thetic’ to the aspirations of Australia's
Underclass (the non-peaple of statistics,
work experiance from when you wanted to
be a social worker, street corners, and the
odd letter to The Age) that the dominant
reaction to such alienation is to manage
your hopelessness through any number of
escapism's including suicide? (If you lived in
the underclass heroin would appear attrac-
tive to you too!)

By engaging such exclusions the academ-
i left buys into the same assumptions about
the underclass- that they're too stupid to be
able to manage their solutions—only the
methodology of the respense changes.
Charity and the notlon of the deserving poor
is replaced by state sponsored co-option inta
consumerism (welfare) and a picture of the
underclass being peopled by some sort of
economic noble savage (but never as human
beings with thelr own opinions, obervations,
conclusions and solutions).

Both responses are paternalistic and
irrelevant to the real needs of the under-
class—which is cultural worth that comes
from being listened to and the resources to
be able to speak for ourselves—without
being punished (by the right) or ridiculed
through patromage (by the left).

It's about class, stupid!

Phil Doyle
Direct Action editor’s note. for this paper you

can send your copy any way you like, as
long as it's readable but keep it short!

Some very wealthy friends | know
Declare | am most clever

While some may talk for an hour or so
Why | can talk forever.

| know the Arbitration Act
As a sailor knows his 'riggins’

© So if you want a small advance

1'll talk to Justice Higgins

: Ohy!si.ma_lgbn_rmm

And believe in revolution

The quickest way to bring it on
Is talking constitution.

I've read my bible ten times through,

" And Jesus justifies me

The man who does not vote for me
By Christ he crucifies me.

So bump them into Parliament
Bounce them any way,

Bung them into Parliament
Don't let the Courts decay.

by Bill Casey
Melbourne Wob




non ey

The rain, the mud §
drift of smoke. ™

The rich live like kings B .

right across our world.
On wealth that’s stolen §
from third world poor.
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I see no borders 3




