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P owers Fail in Naval Conference;
E nd of Sanctions;

A Dbyssinia Falls;

(C lass Conflicts in France;

E uropean Bloc of Dictators!

By E. W. CAMPBELL

REMORSELESSLY the pieces in the jigsaw puzzle of interna-

tional events fall into place with the passing of each day to
confront the masses ever more sharply with the question as
posed by these headings selected at random from press clippings’
over the past six months. August 1, 1936, finds the danger of
war more menacing than ever. Let us examine these happenings
now in some sequence in order to place on record their signifi-
cance.

What happened at the London Naval Conference? This
gathering was summoned in a vain endeavor to salvage some-
thing from the wreckage of the Washington Treaty. Did it
succeed? No. It foundered miserably upon the rock of Japans
demand for equality. The overruling of this by Britain and the
United States was the signal for Japan's withdrawal. The con-
ference gave birth to a sickly treaty, signed by Britain, France,
and the U.S.A. These countries agreed only to build ships of a
certain tonnage and armament and to keep each other informed
of their respective programmes. In the event of another Power
deciding to build bigger and better ships than those specified,
then certain “escape”’ clauses in this treaty permit the signa-
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tories to follow suit. The construetion race in naval armament
is well and truly on. This is the information that the Londo
Conference shrieks aloud to the world at large.

The New Year opened with Abyssinia at least appearing f
have an even money chance of keeping the Italian hordes at ba:
Sanctions in their limited application, so we were told, wel
slowly crippling Italy. The Abyssinian warriors were making
name for themselves and things mighty uncomfortable for th
invaders by guerilla warfare. The geographical and elimati
conditions of the country combined to assist the Ethiopians. The
tragedy was that the same cannot be said of all the nations
comprising the League. Only one among them was found to
support Abyssinia’s struggle for independence as a matter of
principle. Only the U.S.S.R. consistently raised to the forefront
the right of a nation to self-determination as the issue at stake.
Britain and France, on the other hand, treated Abyssinia as &
pawn in the international chess game for positions of advantage.

Thus was Abyssinia butchered to make a Fascist holiday.
Constant bombing and the ceaseless rain of poison gas from the
air crippled backward Ethiopia far more rapidly than the
restricted sanctions succeeded in even seriously _maiming
imperialist Italy. So, early in March, Signor Mussolini was able
to announce to the populace assembled outside the Palazzo
Venezia that the first part of his dream of a new Roman Empire
was realised.

The revolution in Spain has entered a new 'st.a_ge_with the
victory of the People’s Front, organised on the initiative of the
Communists, over reaction. Among other things, the successes
of the nation-wide People’s Front both inside and outside Parlia-
ment has changed the foreign policy of Spain. From being
linked with the anti-Soviet group of Powers, Spain to-day has

become a country supporting peace through collective security
and mutual aid pacts. ; < ;

The class battles in France, the victories of the
Front, and the enhanced role of the Communists in that
are not without far-reaching significance. Y

Already, before the People’s Front assumed
dimensions of to-day, France was becoming &
growing military strength and aggressiveness of N_
and leaned towards the Soviet Government as a force

y sses ing more and
The movement of the masses coml

Communist influence, has done much to st!'engthen
sive tendency and to hasten the finalisation of th

pact.
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f‘ram}iit}iei;’ir:l?rn'lte-dfﬁ:i .thf net of peace which threatened to
ahead Wi fl.rllrtlhh & "’-'“‘lrﬂl{lly countered this pact by pushing
ane ) her provocative measures that had been under
contemplation since the Saar plebiscite.

The first week in March witnessed German troops spreading
cut, and German guns trundled into position in the forbidden
Rhinela_nd zone. The occupation, said the Nazis, was purely
svmbolical.  With this we can agree. It was symbolical of the
fact Fhat Hitler is determined to pursue to the bitter end the
reactionary course outlined in “Mein Kampf.”

The anti-Sovigt ally of Germany in the Far East is likewise
pushing ahead with unabated enthusiasm in gobbling up China.

Following the little affair of transforming Manchuria into
th_e “in@ependent" State of Manchukuo, Japan has succeeded in
“liberating” the two northern provinces of Hopei and Chahar
from the Central Government of China. To-day Japanese goods
have already, to all intents, driven out the products of other
countries from the markets of North China. Another step has
been taken in the digesting of this vast country by Japanese
imperialism.

More prominence is given to-day than previously to Japan’s
“southward policy”—her policy of South Seas expansion. How
much this is due to Stalin’s decisive answer to the question of
what would happen should Japan invade Outer Mongolia is hard
to say. At any rate, it is not without interest to the people of
this country, especially when coupled with Japan’s naval politics.

Coming down to current events, there is the German-
Austrian agreement and the Dardanelles conference.

Austria’s future has long been a bone of contention in middle
Europe. The German plans for Anschluss have hitherto given
cause for alarm to Italy, and has provided a barrier to any cloger
understanding between these two major Fascist countries.

The recent agreement, whereby Germany guarantees to
respect Austria’s independence and to recognise the protocols
hetween Italy, Austria, and Hungary, have transformed Austria
from a gulf dividing into a bridge uniting Italy and Germany.

Furthermore, the agreement looks like being the forerunner
+o the formation of a middle European bloc of the most reaction-
ary and aggressive Fascist Powers—Germany, Italy, Austrid,
Hungary, and Poland, by wirtue of the understanding already
existing between that country and Nazi Germany.

Signor Gayda, spokesman for Italian Fascism, in the “Gior-
nale d'Italia” is already speaking of the possibility of Mussolink
announcing the formation of an anti-League entente.
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These developments place in jeopardy the immediate futu
of world peace, and offer a dire menace to the security of th
Soviet Union.

At the Montreux conference, held to discuss Turkey's appl
cation for permission to refortify the Dardanelles, the pro-Hitl
role of the National Government and the reluctance of Britai
to do anything concrete for the organisation of peace came !
the forefront.

The British proposals centred around the demand that i
foreign warships were to be restricted in their entry to the Black
Sea so as to increase Soviet security, then Soviet ships coming
out of the Black Sea should be similarly restricted. Further-
more, the British proposal was that in wartime, with Turke:
neutral, restrictions on ships passing through the Straits should
not be applied to a belligerent to the detriment of its belligerent
rights. This made no distinction between an aggressor and &
victim of aggression.

Viewed in the light of the Anglo-German naval treaty, this
attitude of Britain’s has the utmost significance. It shows once
again that the role of Britain is anything but peaceful. :

The Soviet delegates, supported by French and Rumanian,
quite justifiably insisted upon the freedom of the Straits for
Soviet ships and their remaining open to warships bent upon
rendering aid to victims of aggression under terms of peace
pacts concluded within the framework c_:f the League COVEl:lﬂnt.

The British objection to any inclusion of clauses relating to
such pacts being inserted means in essence that the Straits
would be open to German and other ﬂ@ets in W{l‘ftlme, but would
be closed to French and Russian navies Carrying out measures
of mutual aid, unless specifically author_lsed by the League. Con-
sidering how slowly the League machinery operates, it can be
seen what this means. British diplomafts give lip service to
collective security, but when it comes to the point of dealing a
blow against aggression, Britain is once again found wanting.

What stands out from the foregoing maze of happ
that the struggle between the contending forces of pes
war is entering a new stage. More than ever is it
that the decisive role rests with the masses in
regarding what will be the outcome.

Abyssinia fell to Ttaly, and the worlq forces
aggression were encouraged thereby, m{nn]y due
failure to apply effective sanctions in time.

This failure was due to two main causes. -
of the British and French Governments to arrive
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policy. Secondly, the failure of the international working class
to bring sufficient pressure to bear upon the League.

Today some reform of the League machinery is being
mooted. It is not a matter of indifference to the masses what
happens to the League. The main obstacle to Britain and
France reaching agreement was the pro-German line of the
National Government. Britain’s leaning towards Nazi Germany
forced France into a pro-Italian and anti-sanctionist policy. The
change of Government in France has modified the foreign policy
of that country in the direction of a more concrete and construe-
tive struggle for peace. United struggle of the masses and the
downfall of the National Government in Britain can go far
towards brirging about similar changes there.

What is the position regarding Australia?

We, the people, whose future is at stake, must seriously ask
ourselves: Is the programme of Lyons & Co. one that is best
caleulated to preserve us from war? The most cursory examina-
tion of this policy will prove the opposite.

The Defence Minister (Parkhill) has stated over and over
again that “the basis of the Federal Government’s policy con-
forms with certain guiding principles for imperial and local
defence as laid down by the Imperial Conference.” As we are
bound to measures of imperial as well as local defence, it is well
to be clear on what this implies.

According to Ercoli, in his speech before the Communist
International, “The requirements of struggle for preservation
of its colonial hegemony, against revolution and against national
liberation movements remain to-day the fundamental mainspring
of British policy.”

To such a policy is Australia bound to-day. Morally, there-
fore, we share in the guilt for Abyssinia’s betrayal. Whetht_er
we like it or not, we are tied to the pro-Hitlerism of Baldwin
and Co. in Britain.

Under the terms of the Imperial Conference, Australian
forces are committed to sharing in safeguarding British
imperialism’s possessions in India, China, etc. This is one of
the main reasons why the defence of Australia, as if 18 inter-
preted by those who sit in high places, is a particularly illusion-
ary and reactionary policy.

Does this mean that we are not interested in the defence of
Australia? Does it mean that we are indifferent as to whether
Australia retains her independence or not? By no means. _The
masses have very much to lose in the sacrificing of national
independence. They also have very much to lose In the event of
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this country being dragged into imperialist war in the wake
Great Britain. These are some of the reasons why we cam, -
remain disinterested in the future of the League of Natione,
‘the future of world peace.

Australia is represented on the League, and possesses a v«
in the deliberations of that body. Our duty lies in seeing t«
that the said voice is raised loudly and clearly in support
world peace through collective security and that it ceases mer
to echo faintly the voice of British imperialism.

Events have proven that really effective measures cannot
taken against aggressors without the existence of region:
mutual assistance pacts (such as those concluded between th:
Soviet Union and France, Czechoslovakia, etc.). This gives th:
line along which reform of the League should proceed. Econ:-
mic and financial sanctions by the League Powers should b«
immediately and automatically imposed upon the aggressor.
who must be named without delay on the basis of a clear and
precise definition of aggression (such as that which has alsc
been worked out by the Soviet Union and accepted already by
numerous nations). At the same time, regional pacts for collec-
tive organisation of peace concluded within the framework of
the League would come into force automatically through mutual
assistance to the signatories in any violated section.

Australia has far more to gain from adherence to such a
policy of peace than she has from the present hole-and-corner
arrangements linking her with Great Britain. At present things
stand somewhat as follows. Australia is bound to assist Britain
in the event of the world-wide possessions of that country being
endangered from any source. In return for this the British
fleet will come to the aid of Australia in the hypothetical event
of Japan's expansionist policy extending to these shores. Surely
a suicidal policy this, if viewed from all angles, with the best end
of the stick grasped firmly by Britain. It must be admitted that
all things considered, Australia stands far more chance of being
called upon to carry out her part of the bargain than does Greac-*
Britain. Besides, the aid that Britain could render Australi:
under such circumstances is a thing of econsi
Anyhow, would it not be rather late in the day
upon defence? Is it not far better to do som
crete nature today to offset this future danger.

The suggested line of reform of the League
possibility. If the peace policy of the Soviet Un
if Litvinov’s thesis that peace is indivisible is ag
ese aggression in the East and that of Germany
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be checked to-day, does this not offer:the best guarantee that
Australia will be kept out of war. Therefore, is this not a course
far more desirable than the present programme of Lyons & Co.
that is based upon arming to the teeth and trusting fo luck and
British diplomacy to postpone war.

There is one force and one force alone that can succeed in
switching the foreign policy of Australia on to this peaceful
path, and that is the united and organised movement of the
masses. Let it grow and grow and grow, and let that growth be
speedy, because upon it depends our future. Upon it depends
whether the question—Peace or war ?—will be answered favor-
ably or otherwise for the people.
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Dimitrov Speaks to the Youth

[The following is the full text of an address delivered b,
Comrade Dimitrov at the opening of the Sixth Congress of

th% inmng Communist International, September 25, 1935

(COMRADES, I am bringing you warm greetings from the E:
cutive Committee of the Communist International. (Loud
applause.)

The remarkable words of the great leader and teacher of t!
proletariat and of all the oppressed of the world, Comrade Stalin
that “internationalism is the fundamental idea that permeate:
the activity of the Young Communist League,” find their livin;
embodiment in you. ’

No dangers that beset your long and arduous road, no Fascis
or police cordons were able to prevent you from gathering in th
qu proletarian capital for the purpose of discussing, in =
friendly and amicable way, like the international family that
you are, the tasks of uniting the forces of the young generation
of toilers.

You are a congress of the revolutionary youth, a congress of
strength and courage. How many of the best and most exem-

plary fighters in the cause of the toiling youth have assembled.:
at your Congress! b

Among you delegates there is young Diego, wounded while
bravely fighting on the barricades of Asturias. (Applause.) '

In your midst there is Janicki, who has already served eight’.

vears of his life in Gaol, who succeeded in escaping from his "
stone-walled place of imprisonment to take active part once more
in the struggle of the Polish revolutionary youth. (Applause.) -

Tn your midst there is Commissar Su I-ping, a League mem-
ber hailing from the ranks of the heroic Chinese Red Army.
which is fighting for the liberation of the Chinese people, (Ap-
plause.)

In your midst there are Timofeyev, Khan Murat, Krainov
and Sviridov, foremost representatives of Soviet youth deco:
rated with the high Order of Lenin by the Soviet Gover
for their conspicuous services in the struggle for
plause. All rise. Cheers of welcome from the
American and Czech delegations.)

The delegation of the greatest organisation
youth in the world, the delegation of the Leni
munist League, which under the leadership of
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Party won honor and glory in the cause of building Socialism,
and which is fighting for the Communist training of the youth,
is headed at your Congress by its leader, Comrade Kossarev,
who has grown up in the youth movement and been awarded a
decoration. (Tempestuous, prolonged applause. The French
delegation sings “The Young Guard.” All delegates answer the
call of the German delegation to join in a mighty, thrice-repeated
“Red Front.”)

In the ranks of the Young Communist International, staunch,
devoted and valorous fighters for the liberation of the working
class from the yoke of Fascism, the yoke of capitalism, receive
their training. Prominent representatives of the youth move-
ment like Comrades Raymond Guyot, Gil Green, Michal Wolf
and Chemodanov have grown up in its ranks and are present at
this Congress. By their militant activity they have gained
authority not only in the Young Communist International but
also among the masses of the youth in the Socialist and other
vouth organisations: (Loud, prolonged applause.)

It is with pride and affection that I welcome, through you,
in the name of the older revolutionary generation, the glorious
young guard of the toiling classes of the whole world. (Loud
applause.)

é Comrades, a month ago the Seventh World Cox}gress of the
S Communist International completed its work in this hall where
<> you are assembled to-day. S .

The Congress of the Comintern, led by the br_llhant teaching

* of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, thoroughly discussed all the
< imain problems of the international labor movement and rr_xappe_d
T out the road that must be taken to overcome the spht in this
<! movement, and to weld together the forces of Fhe toilers in the
+ gtruggle against exploiters and oppressors, against Fascism and
war. The Congress of the Communist International paid par-
= ticular attention to the youth movement as one of the principal
problems of the international revolutionary movement, under-
standing full well that the victory of the class struggle of the
toiling masses depends upon the correct and sucgessful develpp—
ment of the youth movement, upon its assuming a sweeping
mass character.

Fascism has wreaked bestial vengeance upon the best fighters
of the revolutionary youth. At the same time it is making
every endeavor to adapt its putrid demagogy to the moods of
the broad masses of the youth, and to tak(_e advantage of the
growing militant activity of the youth for its own _reaptlonary
ends, in order to convert it inte a prop of dying capitalism.
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Depriving the young generation of the toilers of all righ
the Fascist Governments militarise the whole of the youth, and
try to raise from their ranks obedient slaves of finance capita
in civil as well as imperialist war.

What can we place in opposition to Fascism and the thres
of imperialist war, which has become particularly accentuated
in view of the preparations being made by Italian Fascism t«
attack Abyssinia and by German Fascism to attack Lithuania’

We can and must place in opposition to it the union of all
anti-Fascist forces, first and foremost, the union of all the forc
of the young generation of the toilers. We can counter it by en
hancing a thousandfold the role and activity of the youth in the
struggle of the working class for its own interests, for its own
cause.

Let the entire activity of the Congress of the Young Com-
munist International be devoted to the attainment of this imme-
diate and principal goal. (Applause.)

On the basis of the experience you already have gained, and
the decisions of the Seventh Congress of the Communist Inter-
national, we expect you to be able to find the proper ways and
means of accomplishing the most important task of your move-
ment, the task of uniting the forces of the entire non-Fascist
youth, primarily of the working-class youth, the task of achiev-
ing unity with the Socialist youth.

This, however, cannot be achieved if the Young Communist
Leagues keep on trying, as they have done hitherto, to construct
their organisations as if they were Communist parties of the
youth ; nor will this be possible if they are content, as heretofore,
to lead the secluded life of sectarians, isolated from the masses.

The entire anti-Fascist youth is interested in uniting and
organising its forces. Therefore you, comrades, must find such
ways, such forms and methods of work as will assure the for-
mation in the capitalist countries, of a new type of mass youth
organisations, to which no vital interest of the toiling youth
will be alien, organisations which, without copying the Party,
will fight for all the interests of the youth, will b!ingﬂup the
youth in the spirit of the class struggle, of. prolets inter-
nationalism, in the spirit of Marxism-Leninism.

This requires that the Congress most rigidly
re-appraise the work of the Young Communist Le:
purpose of actually achieving their reorganisation
less removal of everything obstructing the devel
work, as well as the establishment of the united f;
of the youth.

and
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_ We expect the Young Communist International to build up
its activity in such a manner as to weld and unite all trade union,
cultural, educational and sports organisations of the toiling
youth, all revolutionary, national-revolutionary, national-libera-
tion, and anti-Fascist youth organisations, for the struggle
against Fascism and war, for the rights of the young generation.

We note with great pleasure that our young comrades in
France and the United States have actively joined the mass
movement for a united front of the youth, which is so success-
fully developing, and have already achieved in this sphere suc-
cesses which hold out great promises. All sections of the Young
Communist International should profit by this experience of the
French and American comrades. (Applause.)

In many countries relations between the Communist and So-
cialist youth are becoming closer and closer. A striking example
of this is the presence, at this Congress of the Young Communist
International, of representatives of not only the Communist but
also the Socialist youth of Spain. (Applause.)

Therefore, comrades, follow boldly the course of uniting with
the Socialist youth and of forming common, single organisations
with it. Follow boldly the course of uniting all forces of the
anti-Fascist youth!

The Executive Committee of the Communist International
will encourage and support in every way your initiative and acti-
vity in the struggle to unite and fight for all the vital interests
of the toiling youth.

The millions of young men and women for whom capitalist
society has created impossible conditions of existence, who either
are not embraced by any organisation at all or are in organisa-
tions led by the class enemy, are your brothers and sisters, whom
you can and must win over to the side of Socialism by your per-
sistent work.

Don’t wait until unity between the Communist and Social-
Democratic Parties and other organisations of the working class
has been reached.

Be bold. independent and full of initiative. (Applause.)

You are the Congress of the most active, the most self-sacri-
ficing section of the young generation of to-day. You cannot
stand aside from the movement in favor of unity which is grow-
ing and strengthening in the ranks of the working class. You
do not have to wait like the Socialist Youth Internat'mnal for
permission “‘from above’” before you can support the united front
movement and the union of the toiling youth in one organisation.

In the name of the Executive Committee of the Communist
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International I declare that the youth which is being united i
the ranks of the Young Communist International enjoys and
will continue to enjoy every opportunity of independently
veloping its revolutionary movement and solving the problems
of this movement. (Applause.)

Communists in youth organisations must be able to work i
such a way as to influence the decisions of these organisati
by convincing their members and not by issuing orders in
name of the Party.

I call to mind the words of the great Lenin which form f
basis for the relations between the Communist International a1
the youth and its organisations:

“Frequently the middle-aged and the aged do not know ho
to approach the youth in the proper way, for, necessarily, th
youth must come to Socialism in a different way, by other paths
in other forms, in other circumstances than their fathers. Inci
dentally, this is why we must be decidedly in favor of the or-
ganisational independence of the Youth League, not only be-
cause the opportunists fear this independence, but because ot
the very nature of the case; for unless they have complete in-
dependence, the youth will be unable either to train good Social-
ists from their midst or prepare themselves to lead Socialism
forward.”

Comrades, you must study, study while you fight.

Combine your day-to-day practical activities with a profound
study of the original sources of Marxism-Leninism, for without
revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary practice.

Be exemplary, staunch and valorous fighters against Fascism,
against capitalism. ( Applause.)

Hold aloft the banner of the liberation of humanity from
capitalist slavery, the banner of the Communist International
(Loud applause.) i

Rally the young generation of toilers of the whole world
around this banner. This emblem of stupendous victorieg is al-
ready waving over one-sixth part of the globe and will fiy trium-
phantly over the whole world! Tt is the flag of the great leader
of t?glworld proletariat, Comrade Stalin! -

1 rise. A storm of applause. & “ .
great Stalin!” “Long livep?che helmglrgg,:ls gff tlgaong Ll.ye the
Comrade Dimitrov!” “Long live the Comintern.” [ tern,
"Hurrgh!” “Banzai!” a triple “Red Front!” Sl outs of
“Bandiera Rossa” and the “Internationale.” The

gation, joined by everyone in the hall, si the
ding” march.) B '
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The People of France Will Ensure the Success
Of the New Government

By J. BERLIOZ (Paris)

N his great speech, made at the National Congress of the

Socialist Party recently, Leon Blum declared with emphasis
that the programme of the Government will be the joint pro-
gramme of the People’s Front, which the Socialists solemnly
pledge themselves to carry out, without for a moment admitting
the possibility of any failure.

The events of these last days, such as the tremendous
demonstration in commemoration of the Paris Commune on
May 24 and the strikes of many thousand workers, especially in
the engineering shops of Paris, show that the coming Socialist-
led Government can press forward without hesitation, because
it can be sure of the active support of the great popular masses
of the country.

At least 600,000 persons have taken part in the demonstra-
tion before the Wall of the Federals. Important contingents of
middle-class demonstrators had joined the workers, together
with a strong group of intellectuals, who were cheered with
special enthusiasm. Thousands of women of all social classes
marched in the crowd, all forming a solid mass, united in their
quiet and reasoned resolution of demanding a change of policy
which would bring immediate results for the whole of the
laboring population.

The procession was joyous, full of confidence, sure of a better
to-morrow. Its “march-past lasted more than eight hours,
bristling with posters and banners, decorated with great
symbolic tableaux which represented the development of the
Soviets. The hopeful cry: “Qoyiets everywhere!” was heard all
the time. Among the militants leading the march were Comrade
Blum, the future Prime Minister, the Political Bureau of the
Communist Party, the Executive of the C.G.T. Though the
Radical Party had declined our invitation to take part in the
demonstration, many of its rank and file marched with us.

The reactionary and Fascist press was startled out of its wits.
“Ami du Peuple” had to admit with rage that “y disciplined,
united mass, confident of its own strength, marchedly_esterday
past the Wall of the Federals.” Several papers qomed the
“Pigaro” in stressing that the continuous intervention of the
popular masses was turning into a thing that may well prove
dangerous to the resistance of the 200 families of the financial
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oligarchy. Sanvoisin wrote on May 25 that

“it was impossible to foresee at present the influence that
these mass demonstrations may exercise over the fund:
mental developments which our policy is destined
undergo. But it is obvious that they constitute a ne
factor in our public life.”

The increased struggle of the masses for better conditions
has fortunately come to add to all this its strong support for a
Government resolved to carry out the programme of the People’
Front boldly and methodically.

The “Bulletin Quotidien,” the mouthpiece of heavy industry.
states sadly that

“after the restoration of trade union unity, and especially
after the victory of the People’s Front in the elections, it
was easy to foresee that industrial disputes would increase
in number.”

The direct action of the working class naturally followed the
political victory of May 3, which was followed by an all too long
interval, during which the Sarraut Government continued its
past mistakes.

The industrial struggle was most intensive in the engineering
works of Paris. More than 100,000 workers were involved. The
struggle rapidly spread to other trades, and is now spreading
even to remote provincial regions.

The conditions of the metal workers of both sexes, who
number about a million and a half in France, are scandalous. A
fierce rationalisation drive is intensifying exploitation every day,
without giving the workers any guarantee of a certain minimum
wage. Overtime, cutting-down of working times and piece rates
were forced on them at the pleasure of the employers, who
thought they could do as they chose, who were united in a very
strong organisation and disregarded.trade union rights and
freedom of opinion even of the most elementary deseription.

Ever since the economic revival—resulting from bfg arma-
ment orders—began to manifest itself, the engineering uni
the Paris district began a systematic propaganda :
collective agreement. Up to the present the pote

Comité des Forges insolently refused to discuss
pent-up anger of the workers at their miserable ¥
less than 4 francs per hour) found vent in a fe
in the shape of a new kind of struggle: stay-
shops until satisfaction was obtained.

s

"
£
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The new tactics were applied since the middle of May in the
aireraft factories of Havre, Toulouse, and Courbevoie. The
object was to obtain the granting of certain special demands and
the re-engagement of workers victimised for trade union or
political activities. The day after the gigantic demonstration in
front of the Wall, the struggle spread in Paris and its suburbs to
several dozen shops, the largest of which were Renault with
32,000 workers, Citroen with 20,000, ete.

While waiting for the answer to their demands, the workers
remained in the shops in order to prevent a lock-out on the part
of the employers. They organised themselves in the shops,
elected delegates, provided for food supplies and contact with the
outer world, ete. Their perseverance was remarkable: in some
shops they stayed inside for five to six days with the help of an
ingenious relief system. Their discipline was and is such that
the employers themselves had to commend it. Precautions were
immediately taken to prevent agents-provocateurs from commit-
ting acts of sabotage. The workshops are guarded by pickets,
the fire brigade is in readiness, the machines are maintained in
excellent condition, etc.

Complete unity reigns in these strikes. The employers have
hardly succeeded in staging even an effort at splitting the
workers. The Croix de Feu had boasted of having hundreds of
adherents in numerous workshops; if this is true, their adher-
ents have joined hands with their workmates without bothering
about the orders issued by Colonel de la Rocque in the service
of M. de Wendel, the great iron and steel magnate. The women
are standing in the front ranks. In many shops the clerical
workers and the foremen have joined the movement.

The strikers enjoy tremendous sympathy among the over-
whelming majority of the population. Collections in their favor
have brought ample funds. Small tradesmen have shown an
unprecedenteﬂ spirit of solidarity. The committees of the
People’s Front, where they exist, have given their support to the
strike; the lower middle class has rallied to the strikers and
symptomatic cases have been reported of fraternisation
between workers and the police, which had no occasion to
intervene anywhere, as perfect order was kept by the men them-
selves. The People’s Front slogan of the struggle for daily bread

has been put into practice with the greatest enthusiasm.

The mature, calm, good-humored determination of the
engineers (who had by this time been joined by thousands of



August, 193¢

Page 16 THE COMMUNIST REVIEW

puilding workers, chemical workers, agricultural workers of th
more distant suburbs) made a great impression on the em.
ployers. On May 28 the employers’ federation, faced with a
growth of the stay-in movement, had to agree to discuss
collective agreement, but still insolently demanded that ih
factories should first be abandoned by the workers. But as
several shops where the management took a too intransigen
line, the men refused to yield, the employers were compelled
after all to enter into negotiation, despite the fact that ti
workers still occupied the factories.

The great national dailies have, of course, attempted !
distort the character of the movement in their reports, with the
object of causing a social and finaneial panic, and especially o
frightening the Radicals. They have talked about revolutionar;
occupation of the factories, of soviets, of a political movement,
directed by the extreme Left against the Government of to-
morrow. Bure wrote:

“The workers tried to show their employers that the
ard of May marked the end of their rule, that they would
not in future be masters in their own house without the
congent of the workers.”

But it was all no good. The People’s Front standS_solid.
Bayet, one of the leaders of the Radical Party, calmly replied:

«The Radicals, true to their traditions, are with the
suffering people and praise it for its sang froid.”

Cold blood, self-control—these are the things which are
frightening the big bourgeoisie. The torrent is unleashed, said
their pen-pusher lackeys, but “the flood surprisingly keeps itself
within exemplary bounds, revealing its real force, already organ-
ised and master of itself.” The bourgeoisie is frightened also
by the drive towards organisation, which has seized the prole-
tariat and which recalls the time immediately following the war.
The engineering federation has grown from 40,000 members last
year to 65,000 this year, and is progressing merrily fowards
100,000; in the Paris region the union has increased in a few
months from 7000 to 20,000 members. The same applies to all
the unions. Thus the Miners’ Federation has added 40,000
members to its numbers since the unification. The railwaymen
have gained 25,000, the trade union federation of the Paris
region shows an increase of 50,000, etc. okl

Our Communist Party has supported this remarkable
struggle with all its forces. The Communist d S have
everywhere put themselves at the disposal of the s s; the
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Communjst municipalities immediately proceeded to organise
Fhe feeding .of the men; Communist militants were prominent
in all factories, where they kept in the closest contact with the
workers.

At the Socialist Party Congress several speakers, including
Comrade Blum, stressed the necessity of good contacts between
the‘ Government and the masses. The demonstrations and
strikes of the past weeks make it certain that such a contact

wi-ltlj be accomplished without the slightest difficulty. As Blum
said:

“We have with us a tremendous current which is

pushing us forward and outrunning us even now in extent
and force.”

Obviously this does not mean that “everything is possible”
at the present time, as certain Socialists, drunk with success,
seem to think. The job is not to make a revolution, not even in
words, but to act wisely and boldly in order to effect a real
change in French policies.

Our Central Committee declared in a resolution, voted on
May 25:

“The Central Committee and the Communist deputies
are unanimous in the belief that a close and loyal co-
operation of the Party in the tasks of the coming Govern-
ment is indispensable for the realisation of the programme
of the People’s Front.

“The Central Committee considers itself responsible for
the accomplishment of these tasks and assures the coming
Socialist-led Government of its complete and unfailing
support.”

Our Party, which now numbers 130,000 members, and which
is incessantly recruiting new forces, has recommended the
formation of a close net of committees of the People’s Front
throughout the country in order to ensure the best support for
the coming Socialist Government.

Unfortunately, the Socialist Party and the Radicals raise
certain objections to these committees. We are confident that
events to come will convince the comrades who see the life of the
coming Government from an exclusively parliamentary angle,
that the formation of such committees is a necessity. It is the
disciplined and irresistible force of the entire people of France,
reconciled within itself, which will guarantee the success of the
experiment in conformance with its requirements and hopes.
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Concerning Words and Deeds
By L. DONALD

is said that deeds speak louder than wgrds. There is 1
better proof of the correctness of this saying than the wor .
and actions of the Victorian A.L.P. leaders, who are, in the main,
also the leaders of the Trades Hall Cou:_lcﬂ. :
An examination of the words and actions of these peopllerr.".‘: ;
the recent period exposes clearly and fully their insincerity !

i inati take the
dishonesty. For the purposes of our exami_natxon, we ]
published statements of the Labor leaders in two documentri :
“The Reply to the United Front Proposals of the Communi:

Party” and “Labor’s Case Against War and Fascism’’—an

compare them with the actions of these people in the trad

union movement and A.LP. over the recent period. :
In their reply to our united front proposals they state:

“Jf Communists desire a better spirit, a co-operative
spirit, in the labor movement, they know how fo get I],té
Most of them are members of unions—or entitled tcl: b2
members of unions. Let them take part in the work of
their unions—in a spirit of co-operation, not of disruption.

Further on they state:

that your

“But as we have accepted your assurances
Party sincerely and honestly desires co-operation, my e::l;e-
cutive reminds you tl:lt. if your adt:rdenge bring tOHaﬁ
unions, the unemploy mgvunent,. bp:and € thme desspirit -

Council the spirit of co-operation
a:tagonism, they will help their fellow-workers. . . .

mmunists did not need the advice of the A.L.P. execu-
tiv;mtl:a(i‘othey should work in the trade unions. They were

But the Communists accepted in good 1

of the A LP. executive that “the spirit of ration” <ho:.’

behmnghttothetradeuniong,andhu :
their power to have sucha.pohcyupuﬂied

And what has been the result? Sm
mﬂe,themcﬁmmsecﬁonofthetmﬂe

—
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by the T.H.C. executive, which glibly supports “Labor’s Reply
to the United Front Proposals,” has availed itself of every
possible opportunity of attacking and harassing Communists in
the trade unions, hindering their activities, using all means of
preventing their election to responsible positions, ete. This
vicious offensive against the Communists has taken several
forms. On the one hand, the T.H.C. executive places every
obstacle in the way of Communists (or those suspected of not
agreeing with the splitting policy of the executive) heing
admitted to the council. Over the past two months the delegates
of several unions were prevented from taking their zeats on one
pretext and another, and several of these delegates are still denied
admittance. The delegate of the Miners’” Union (Comrade J. D.
Blake) has been denied his seat on the ground that he is not a
bona fide member of the Wonthaggi branch. This despite the
fact that the miners elected him in a completely constitutional
manner as a member of the Wonthaggi branch of thé federation.
The tactics adopted by Monk & Co. in this instance were
characteristic. Comrade Blake was elected to the first Labor
Anti-War Conference, but as the credential contained the wrong
name it was altered by McViears, secretary of the branch, and
the alteration initialled. This credential was rejected and was
later produced by the renegade Mr. Lovegrove as proof of “Com-
munist tactics.” The Party wrote to the T.H.C. executive denying
any suggestion of forgery, and demanded an investigation.
Despite these things, Mr. Monk triumphantly produces the
credential again and tries to use it against Comrade Blake.
Unfortunately for the provocative gentlemen, the alteration of
the credential was done by MeViears, secretary, and witnessed
by the president and vice-president of the branch, and the
management commitiee of the miners has informed the T.H.C.
executive to this effect.

The leaders of the Shop Assistants’ Union, amongst fhe most
reactionary in the Victorian trade union movement, have intro-
duced a new rule to the effect that no Communist may hold any
official position in the union.

The reactionary leaders of the Geelong T.H.C. refused to
accept the affiliation of the newly formed Coachmakers’ sub-
branch whilst Comrade J. Morrison, leading Communist in
Geelong, was its secretary. Thus do they express their
“Eﬂ ﬂl] Erah-ve B]Jlr‘t- g _n g

In a number of unions any proposals of Communists which
have for their purpose the strengthening of the umion and
improving its activities are condemned in the most violent
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fashion and their sponsors attacked and slandered. Attem
unions to recommend steps for greater activity to the T
executive meet with abuse. Thus, when the Clerks’ Unio
proposed to the T.H.C. executive that it should develop an « i
campaign against the Crimes Act, it received a reply from that
body hurling abuse at the sponsor and supporters of the motion,

It is not the Communists who should be advised to bring 10
the trade unions the “spirit of co-operation,” but these officials
who are devoting the whole of their efforts to prevent c-
operation, to prevent the building and strengthening of the
unions and the carrying out of real trade union activity.

The Communists have shown and are showing day in and
day out that they are prepared and willing to co-operate with
anyone who is prepared to take steps to strengthen the position
of the workers—economically and organisationally. We are
showing in practice that it is the Communists who not on:
desire, but who take the initiative in developing and strengthe:
ing such co-operation and unity of effort. In a whole number o
unions the Communist, Labor Party, and non-party workers anc

officials work together in a comradely fashion, and it is signifi-

cant that it is in these unions that the greatest progress is being
made.

The only condition

members.

union, limiting the rights of its members, of preventing the
necessary steps to secure the economic demands of the members,
preventing the strengthening of union organisation and activity
ete.

Those who speak of the “disruptive, white-anting tactics” of
the Communists never attempt to produce proof of their stupi
and mischievous assertions.

What is the record of the Communists in the trade unions?’

In the present struggle of the workers for shorter hours anc
higher wages, is it not the Communists who have initiated the
main actions, who are working zealously " mhere t
strengthen the movement and assist it to victory?

In the fight against war and Fascism, the Communists have
fought consistently for unity, for the strengt ing of :ﬁz lalnﬁ,
war forces. When the Labor Anti-War Co:
as a splitting manoeuvre by its sponsors, it was
who took the lead in building it into a real s
in the unions and industries.

Ve
that the Communists lay down for co ',f]eadership is even more pronounced.
operation and support is the interests of the union and it: =

The Communists cannot and will not co-operate in*
actions which have as their object only the weakening of the ©
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Where Communists are elected to official positions, do they

not show in practice that they are real union leaders wh
thought is the interests of the workers? B v

Is it not the Communists who fight tirelessly for unity within
the trade union movement and the whole labor movement, who
oppose any and_ every move to create greater disunity’ who
refuse to lose sight of this aim in face of the worst forms of
provocation on the part of the splitters? :

Are not the Communists among the most active unionists,
among th_ose who fight day in and day out for stronger and
better unions, for greater efforts to improve the lives of its

membe}'s, to bring happiness into their homes and health and
well-being to their children?

This is the programme and policy of the Communist Party in
the tradn_a union sphere. Why do not those who attack the
~Communists deal with these things instead of chanting their

Sstupid “bogey” stories which belong to the same category as the

S“horror” stories about the Russian Bolsheviks which nowadays

:are not even effective in frightening little children?

In “Labor’s Case Against War and Fascism,” the hypocrisy
of the reactionary clique gathered round the A.L.P.-T.H.C.

E Let us examine the following extracts:
: “Labor has not limited itself to a declaration against
war and Fascism. It has laid down a definite platform
against war and Fascism, upon which every section of the
community may unite and stand solidly, shoulder to
shoulder, in the cause of peace and progress.”

“It is to meet this grave situation, then, that the labor
movement calls upon the people of Australia to unite solidly
against war.”

“As the lives, liberties, and security of all citizens are
vitally concerned, all men and women opposed to war and
Fascism—and these constitute an undoubted majority

are urged to assist the Labor Anti-War Committee by
every means in their power.”

In reply to our united front proposals, the AL.P. executive
stated:

“The labor movement has created an anti-war organisa-

tion in which every worker can find work to do.” [Our
emphasis.—L. D.]
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It seems that, for the A.L.P. and T.H.C. executives, Coy,.
munists are not a “section of the community,” are not inclugy
in the “people of Australia,” or among those “opposed to wa
and Fascism,” and, in fact, are not even workers. Maybhe fy
the A.L.P. leaders the wish is father to the thought, and ik
Communists don’t exist at all, because, in sharp contrast to these
hypoeritical statements, Communists are debarred from partici.
pation in the work of the Labor Anti-War Committee.

At the last Labor Anti-War Committee conference, the dele-
gates of the Carters and Drivers, Shop Assistants, and Coach-
makers’ unions and Brunswick A.L.P. branch were refused
admittance on the grounds that they were suspected of member-
ship of the Communist Party or its “subsidiary” bodies. It it
significant to note that the rejection of the credentials was
carried only on the casting vote of the chairman. Although
these delegates were elected by unions and an A.L.P. branch,
they were denied admittance to the conference without one aton
of proof being submitted that they were members of any organ-
isation as charged. Apparently these delegates were the “excep-
tions to the rule” as laid down by “Labor’s Case Against War and
Fascism.” A storm of protest was aroused over this action; f_:he
Carters and Drivers’ Union carried a strongly worded resolution
of protest which has since been endorsed by a large number of
unions.

However, the opinion of the trade unions means nothing to
the T.H.C. and AL.P. leadership, and they have replied to the
wishes of the unions for the admittance of all delegates elected
by trade unions to such cont'erenges by introducing an anti-
Communist pledge which must be signed by all delegates before
being admitted to the conference. Part of the pledge states:

“] algo affirm that I am not a member of any of the
organisations banned by the A.L.P. and T.H.C.”

Such is the “spirit of co-operation” brought to the trade
unions by the AL.P. and T.H.C. leaders, by Messrs, Monk.
Clarey & Co. Such is the “anti-war organisation in which every
worker can find work to do.”

However, the “ban” is applied not only to the Communists
and their supporters, but also to members of the A

desire to develop real anti-war activity. The Asc
of the A.L.P. called a conference of A.L.P. braj
in the Essendon area to discuss a campaign
conditions of the workers and against war ar
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conference was promptly banned by the ¢ utiv
basis that it did not conform with 3:&.L.P.ej;otlli'?}lf.exew‘twe b
aWhere is thls‘pohcy of the A.L.P. and T.H.C. leaders leading
to? Banning has become a veritable orgy: if there happens to
be a Communist in any organisation it immediately comes under
the “black ban”; if a trade union elects a Communist as its
representative to anti-war and other conferences it is denied
representation; if a union or A.L.P. branch takes any action
that does not fit in with the particular wishes of the T.H.C. or
A.L.P. leadership, it is ruled out of order and “measures” are
threatened. Every splitting, disruptive action is excused by
reference to the anti-Communist resolutions on the books of the
T.H.C. and A.L.P.

These gentlemen declare themselves and their policy in no
uncertain manner: The whole labor movement is to be kept
divided, every attempt at unity and co-operation is to be
smashed, every real step forward in the interests of the workers
is to be prevented.

History—the facts of life—the developments throughout the
world in the recent period—mean nothing to these people. It is
this self-same disastrous and criminal policy which brought
defeat to the workers of Germany and Austria. It is the opposite
policy—that of real unity, co-operation, progress—for which the
Communists are fighting, the self-same policy which has made
possible the tremendous victories of the French and Spanish
people.

And in the fight for this policy the Communists do not fight

alone. The demand for unity in the fight against war and
Fascism comes also from the great mass of the working class.
Over the recent period the following unions have declared them-
selves strongly for unity in the fight against war and Fascism:
ARU., AFULE., Tramways, Carters and Drivers, Iron-
workers, Sheet Metal Workers, Blacksmiths, A.E.U., Furniture
Trades, Timber Workers, Hospital Employees, Tanners, Miners,
Bricklayers, Clothing Trades, Boot Trades, and Ballarat, Mary-
borough, and Mildura Trades Hall Councils. Here are the most
powerful and basic unions in the trade union movement. In
addition, a large number of A.L.P. branches have also declared
themselves for unity.

The splitters at the head of the T.H.C. and A.L.P. choose to
ignore the demand from this powerful list of organisations.
When they see the Labor Party and Communist Party workers

co-operating, their only response is more determined efforts to
keep them apart.
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But, as in France, the demands of the workers cannii |,
ignored for ever. As in France, the great movement fo
which grows in the unions and A.L.P. branches will force
people to change their splitting, disruptive policy and act i 1
interests of working-class unity or get out of the working-
movement. But until this is done, the working class su
disunity, it is weakened in its struggle for a better life, for |
and freedom.

The Communist Party and large sections of the worl
class can well say to the A.L.P. and T.H.C. leaders: “If
bring to the trade unions, to the workers’ movement gener:
the spirit of co-operation and not antagonism, the spiri
progress and action to defend the interests of the worke

instead of preventing progress and sacrificing the interests
the workers, then you will help your fellow workers and justii
vour position at the head of the trade union movement an

ALP. in this State. If you have any sincerity and do no

repudiate your own written word then you will do these things.”

——
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Australia’s Fights for Democracy, Freedom,
and Progress

By J. N. RAWLING
X.—Class Struggle and Progress

PROGRESS proceeds by means of class struggles. It is only

by thoroughly understanding that dialectical process that
we can read any meaning into history. Failure to understand
that process makes us merely antiquarians or romanticists, not
historians. But there are several points about the materialist
conception of history that are not thoroughly understood, even
by many who claim to be Marxists. We cover these misunder-
standings when we say that the materialist conception of his-
tory is neither mechanical nor fatalistic.

Firstly, the dictatorship of a class is not akin to the dictator-
ship of a colonel over a battalion or of a beach caretaker over
his chairs. Both the dictators and those dictated to are active
in the struggle, and, what is more, every individual and every
class, sub-class or section of society plays its part in the struggle.
It is not a static picture that we are looking at. It i a unity,
a whole—but a whole made up of antagonistic and warring
parts. In Hegel’'s Synthesis, thesis fights with antithesis—but
it is the whole, the synthesis that we are faced with. And in
society, at any particular epoch, one class—with its supporters
—that stands for the past, remains on guard against another
class—and its supporters—that represents the future. But,
still, society is a whole and whatever is gained in enlightenment,
freedom, or progress is the possession of all, even though at the
moment possessed in varying degrees. Secondly, the mater-
ialist conception of history is not fatalistic. Too many
look upon history, and also upon the activities of classes other
than the working class, as something apart from the
working class, its history and its objectives. They look
upon the working class as existing through the ages
separately from other classes, which have fought out their dif-
ferences with the working class looking on, until the time comes
fur the latter to enter into its inheritance. What such pecple
must realise is that it was the working class that did most for
human progress in the past, and must necessarily and inevit-
ably have formed no inconsiderable section of the forces of
Progress in any period.

These remarks are called forth by a statement made to the
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writer that we owed no debt to W. C. Wentworth, bec:
merely wanted trial by jury, the vote and freedom of the
for his own class and not for the people generally. The 101,
were excited also by the failure of S, A. Rosa (who wrot
“Political History of Australia”), to see any real difference he.
tween the party of Macarthur and the party of Wentwort}, i
the eighteen-twenties. Both were “selfish,” he says. Y
Wentworth was “selfish” and he was rich—but whatever |
was, he spoke for the masses against despotism, and helped ¢
found some of our liberties. And the rich “emancipists” foughs
for progress against reaction—even if their one concern wa
to become richer than the “exclusives.” History in its onwa:
march often ignores the motives of individuals and classes. The
future is, and always has been, for the masses who from time
to time discard tired, satiated or bought elements. But th: -
cannot take away what they helped to gain. So we recognicc
our debt te Wentworth—even while we understand the part ©
afterwards played.

Australian history furnishes remarkable illustrations of /-
dialectical process. We have already pointed out the class align-
ments at the time of Bligh (1806-8). (See “C.R.,” April.) We
can see even then the beginnings of one of the most bitter cl--
struggles in Australian history: between the “emancipists” 21’
the “exclusives.” To a certain extent the deposition of Bligh
was a part of that struggle.

When Macquarie succeeded Bligh as Governor, he was sup-
ported by, and in turn worked with, the “emancipists.” Who
were the “emancipists”? They were convicts who had been
granted their freedom. Many became wealthy—landowners,
publicans, merchants. On the other hand were the “exclusives”
or “pure merinos”—the wealthy landowners who had come to
Australia as free men; many of them were former officers of
the N.S.W. Corps. They had got in first—they m the

newcomers, as interlopers and as not gent]em;m_
to the convicts and the soldiers, there were besid
the people, made up of small farmers, 3 sa
settlers, freed-men or men born here. This
growing in pumbers until it became the people o
the custodians of its liberties, when exclusives 3

had buried the hatchet. We have seen, -
Bligh, the emergence of this class, when it | _
thur and presented what I have called its Bill of
- Governor Macquarie favored the rich emane
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alised his liking for “opulent” (his favorite word) ex-convicts
in this manner:

“I was very much surprised and concerned on my arrival
here at the extraordinary and illiberal policy T found had
been adopted by all the persons who had preceded me in
office respecting those men who had been originally zent
out to this country as conviets but who, by long habits of
industry and total reformation of manners, had not only
become respectable, but by many degrees the most useful
members of the community. Those persons have never
been countenanced or received in society. 1 have, never-
theless, taken upon myself to adopt a new line of conduct,
conceiving that emancipation, when united with rectitude
and long-tried good conduct, should lead a man to that rank
in society which he had forfeited, and do away, in as far
as the case will admit, with all retrospect of former bad
conduct. This appears to me to be the greatest induce-
ment that can be held out towards the reformation of the
manners of the inhabitants, and I think it is consistent
with the gracious and humane intentions of His Majesty
and his Ministers in favor of this class of people. The
number of persons of this description whom I have as yet
admitted to my table consists of only four, viz., Mr. D’Arcy
Wentworth, principal surgeon; Mr. William Redfern, assis-
tant surgeon; Mr. Andrew Thompson, an opulent farmer

and proprietor of land; and Mr. Simeon Lord, an opulent
merchant.”

The Simeon Lord mentioned had been a pickpocket—he now
owned 4365 acres. Andrew Thompson, a supporter of Bligh,
sent out for rick-burning, left Macquarie a fortune. Redfern
was a surgeon in the navy in 1798, at the time of the Nore
Mutiny and was transported for his share in that mutiny.
D’Arcy Wentworth—father of W. C. W.—was not an emanci-
pist. Having had the good fortune to have been found not guilty
on five or six times when he was charged with highway robbery
he was not a convict—although he thought it healthier to come
to N.S.W. than, perhaps, to risk another trial in England. Other
rich emancipists were Crossley, whohadbeenafen_ceandabe-
trayer of criminals; Samuel Terry, who kept a public house and
gathered unto himself 19,000 acres by filling up small farmers
with his liguor and having them sign away their rights to their
land. But Macquarie said: “There are only two classes of people
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in N.S.W.—those who have been convicted and those who
to have been.”

Commissioner Bigge, in 1820, gave the population o
South Wales as 23,939—1307 who had come free; 149
here; 962 conditionally pardoned; 3253 with sentence ex)
1422 with tickets of leave; 9451 convicts; 5668 children
gerving on colonial vessels.

The “emancipists” suffered from many disabilities and
to fight for the rights that the free gettlers enjoyed. The |
man to make a determined fight for the “emancipists” was |
ward Eager. His character was not that of an angel, but th
has nothing to do with it. Tn two cases of his, the court decid
that not only Eager, but all of the “emancipists,” as ex-convict:
had no legal or civil rights—they would not be able even to give
evidence in a court of law! The protest was great. An Aus-
{ralian Patriotic Association was formed and Eager and Red-

fern were sent home to England. A series of letters was sent
to members of Parliament in England. The upshot was the
removal of these legal disabilities.

But the big fizht waged by the Emancipists was for the free-
dom of the press, and in this W. C. Wentworth, who returned
to Sydney in 1824, played an active part.

XI—Freedom of the Press

Australia’s first newspaper was the “Sydney Gazette,” which
was begun in 1803 by George Howe and later carried on by his
<on Robert. It was a paper under the patronage of the Governor
and was never critical of acts of government. There was there-
fore in reality no need for the strict censorship of the press that
was in the hands of the Governor until 1824, In that year the
«Gazette” was informed that the censorship was lifted. Almost
immediately two new newspapers made their appearance. These
were “The Australian,” founded and condueted by Went-
worth and Dr. Wardell, and “The Monitor,” founded k ‘
Smith Hall

With the establishment of these two nj
opinion for the first time in Australia became
Corruption in official circles, abuses and inju
by the two independent papers and defended
voice of the Government and the “Pure Meri
were the attacks of the opposition press
that the Gowernor sought to cripple the
the right of free speech. The fight ag
governors and for representative goverm
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ately a struggle for free speech and the liberty of the press.

The causge of the first clash between the Governor and the
press was the “Sudds Case.”

The conditions of the soldiers were all but intolerable. They
saw convicts whom they had guarded become emancipists and
rich, and then—some of them—appointed magistrates, who or-
dered the lash for soldiers who revolted against the inhuman
discipline and the devilish conditions. Many soldiers, who hith-
erto had had no stain upon their characters, began to commit
robbery in order to be free from the life of a goldier, Two of
these were Joseph Sudds and Patrick Thompson. They deter-
mined to commit some petty crime, serve a short senfence and
then, as they would be discharged, return home to England.
But they reckoned without Governor Darling. He was deter-
mined to make an example—instead of bettering the conditions
of the soldiers he was going to shut the only door of escape.

The two would-be escapees stole a roll of calico from a George
Street trader. They were sentenced to seven yars’ transporta-
tion. Within a fortnight of the trial, the inhuman Governor
issued an order that was to be a death sentence for one of the
two. This order was to the effect that the seven years were to
be spent in chains on the public roads and then the two pur-
loiners of a roll of calico were to return to their corps. On No-
vember 22, 1826, the two men were publicly elothed in felons’
dress, placed in their irons, and “drummed out as rogues and
vagabonds.” Each set of irons weighed between 30 and 40 Ibs.
They are thus described by the “Australian”:

“The rings from the ankles are made after a peculiar
fashion and are of uncommon size. In place of having
chains attached to them in the common way, they are con-
nected by means of long and slender chains with another
ring, which is put round the neck and serves a3 a col'ar.
Two thin pieces of iron, each about eight inches long, pro-
trude from the ring collar, in front under the chin, hehind
under the nape of the neck.”

It will be seen that the unfortunate men could not lie on their
backs or bellies without twisting their collars around. And, if
they did that, the chains would be twisted around the body snd
the legs drawn up, Thompson later described his predicament:

“The projecting irons would not allow me f0 streteh
myself at full length on my back. I could sleep on m¥
back by contracting my legs. 1 could not stand upright
with the irons on. The basil of the irons would not slip
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up my legs, and the chains were too short to allow me t
stand upright.”

Sudds fared the worse. He was ill, the weather was ver
hot, the irons cut into his flesh and his neck began to swell. On
the first night—they of course slept in their jrons—while, pre-
sumably, Governor Darling slept the sleep of the just, Sudds was
in such a condition that a fellow-prisoner said, “He's not dead,
but I don’t think he'll live long.” His gaoler ordered him to he
pital, where the doctor told him he would be better out of the
world. To which Sudds replied, “I wish to God I was.”

His wish was soon granted. On Sunday, November 26, Dax
ling, after returning from church, was informed that Sudds wa
dying. To prevent the holding of an inquest, which would resull
in unpleasantness to himself the Governor ordered Sudds to be
transferred from the military hospital to the Public Hospital.
There he died on that Sunday night. He had obtained his release
from the 57th Regiment and Governor Darling’s inhuman disci-
pline . . . .

On Monday
sition press, was

morning the storm broke. Darling, in the oppo-
called a murderer, and Wentworth drew up an
impeachment of him and sent it to Government House. Shop-
keepers closed their shops in mourning for Sudds. The demand
was made that a public inquiry be held. That demand was so
insistent that the inquiry had to be held. Then Darling pro-
duced a set of irons weighing 13 pounds as the irons worn by
gudds. But a Captain Robison was able and willing to knock
the bottom out of that story. It was then put forward that
Sudds had died of dropsy and bronchitis. But the surgeon stated
that no natural cause of death could be found. It was proved
that Sudds had been cruelly done to death by Governor Darling
— just for a bit of calico—the theft itself having been caused by
the inhuman treatment of the soldiers. 1

The controversy lasted four years. It was, however, more
than a question of the causes of the death of one man ’It was
a fight for the freedom of the press. The Governor s'oug'ht to
silence his critics. He had the Council pass laws curtailing the
liberty of the press. One law made it illegal to publish a Ee
paper without a licence—any licence to be withdrawn at ﬁf ]
Governor's will. Another placed a stamp duty of fou i °
every copy of a paper published! [psnCce on

The opposition had an ally in the Chief J 4 2
Forbes was the first Chief Justice of New South %ﬂ:ﬁ x th!el?)lflffls
es— ce

" *in England. It must be remembered that a fight

FyiCic

s libEAdr O

" ents. Imprisonment and heavy
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i by the Act of 1823. By that .Act,_too, he h.ad to
E:;?ifyszga?an}yr Bill introduced into the Le_glslatlve Gpuncll was
not repugnant to the law of England. Until such certificate was
issued a Bill could not become law. He had liberal syq:pathles,
was 2 republican and no strong supportet: of the British mon-
archy. So he refused to give 2 certificate in the case of the two
Bills mentioned above. In spite of 2 long and sharp correspon-
dence with the Governor and the latter’s storming, he refuse.d
to change his attitude. Darling was forced to withdraw his
Bills. Thus a successful stand was made for the freedom of
the press. There is a debt owing by the people of Australia to
Chief Justice Forbes.

But a greater debt is owed to the editors, writers, and
publishers of the opposition press. Darling had now to rely on
the laws that already existed. These had just been made harsher
for freedom of
the press had been going on in England. Richard Carlisle and
others had gone to gaol time after time in an heroic fight for
{ree speech and that liberty of unlicensed printing for which
Milton had so eloguently pleaded nearly two hundred years
before. The fight had its counterpart here, and men went to
gaol here, too, for the freedom of the press.

The Governor brought libel actions against all of his oppon-
o Ime ! fines f_o]lowed. qul, editor of
: e onitor,” was convicted seven times, and his sentences
otalled over three years and hundreds of pounds. Hayes
publisher of' the “Australian,” was fined and imprisoned’
Captain Robison had to suffer at the Governor’s hands f01"
%wmg testimony against him in the Sudds case. Dr. Wardell
_might a duel with Colonel Dumaresq, the Governor’s brother-
I e ooy o the
¢ 5 s sued for libel. all was also depri
f-g;gmwﬁogf a .c?inv:ct compositor, and was refused ;;;I‘;leigs?tfnﬂ;g
i thatm‘l'ltjll-le Crown lands. It is no wonder that Dr. Long
Rafcid 1 Ne:r as.dﬂll?stratloﬂ of Darling was the ‘Reign of
v sihie Bt tﬁ:n tg:lesfa.t N(_J class struggle in Australia
“pu;% me;ims“ Ry “er?n anlégfp?;g;x"c,een-tWenties between the
T 3 3
i th:a (:) p;zgﬂsig, it was not merely a struggle between Darling
ol (111 press. It was a class struggle between the
the Tors mrsl and the bulk of the people on the one hand and
“Sydney Gmm;,gquatters and the Governor on the other. The
of the Governor asv;%s as sycophantic and sickly in its support
e opposition was indignant and clamorous.
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up my legs, and the chains were too short to allow
stand upright.”

Sudds fared the worse. He was ill, the weather wa: "«
hot, the irons cut into his flesh and his neck began to :
the first night—they of course slept in their irons—
sumably, Governor Darling slept the sleep of the just :
in such a condition that a fellow-prisoner said, “He’s not ¢~
but I don’t think he'll live long.” His gaoler ordered him to "~
pital, where the doctor told him ke would be better out oI "~
world. To which Sudds replied, “I wish to God I was.”

His wish was soon granted. On Sunday, November 26, Dzr-
ling, after returning from church, was informed that Sudds v=
dying. To prevent the holding of an inquest, which would resu.

in unpleasantness to himself the Governor ordered Sudds to be »
transferred from the military hospital to the Public Hospital

"Fhere he died on that Sunday night. He had obtained his release
from the 57th Regiment and Governor Darling’s inhuman disei-
On Monday morning the storm broke. Darling, in the oppo-
sition press, was called a murderer, and Wentworth drew up
impeachment of him and sent it o Government House. ﬂ.:
keepers closed their shops in mourning for Sudds. The demand
was made that 2 public inquiry be held. That demand was so
i:sistentthatihemqujrrhadmbem 'ﬂun_mro.
duced a set of irons weighing 13 pounds as the irons worm b7
Sudds. But a Captain Robison wz= able and willing fo knoct
the bottom out of that story. It I:
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Jut a debt is owed to the editors, writers, and
of the opposition press. Darling had now to rely on

E !:Ilelawsthatalreadyexi.sted. These had just been made harsher
-“mli}ngland. It must be remembered that a fight for freedom of
- the press had been going on in England. Richard Carlisle and
gone to gaol time after time in an heroic fight for
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See the hatred in these words of the purest merino of |
John Macarthur:

“Four newspapers are published, all in the
interest, and the editors are all desperate radical
shameless and unprincipled. Our Chief Justice
idol, and on him they rely for protection, whethe
libels are aimed at individuals or against the Govern
Fortunately this dangerous man has reached his
Col. Dumaresq says, without reserve, that Forbes i
most artful and dangerous man he ever knew. The
intimate companions of Forbes are Wardell, Wentw
and Dr. Douglas. . . . You can have no idea of the o
tion of these firebrands upon the common people,
everyone not connected with the convict interest ad:
that most dangerous consequences are to be dreaded.”

The “dangerous consequences’” were that the freedom of
press was maintained, that Governor Darling was recalled, :
great steps forward were taken in the progress of the Australi
people towards nation-hood, freedom, and democracy. On t
day that Darling left Sydney, Wentworth roasted a bullock :
Vaucluse and entertained his friends in celebration of thei
triumph. . . . Then history opened a new chapter, at the end of
which Wentworth was no longer the champion of freedom, hut
the apostle of reaction and the bosom friend of his forme
-enemy, John Macarthur. As we have already related.

The fight for the freedom of the press had to be wage:
against the autocracy of the governors in the other Australia:
colonies also. In 1824, Colonel Arthur arrived in Hobart to be
come Governor of Van Diemen’s Land. The most important o
the newspapers which had sprung up in that progressive an:
flourishing colony was the “Hobart Town Gaze ,” publishe
at the time by a2 man named Bent, the Government Printer, Th:
predecessor of Arthur, Sorell, was a favorite with the free farr:
ers of the island and, in his time, the columns of the paper di
not contain much of a political nature. But y Arthur'-

coming made a difference. Up till then the Editor of

had been appointed by the Governor. But now Ben
to make a stand for a free press, dismissed the
pointed his own nominee in his place.

Criticisms of the official acts began to app
and Arthur began to take notice. He claimed ¢
was Government property, but an appeal over k
Thomas Brisbane (Arthur’s superior in Sydn oy

e
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decision in Bent’s favor. In the Editorial (8/10/°24) that fol-
lowed, Thomas, the Editor, expressed his satisfaction with his
triumph.

The criticisms appeared more frequently. Complaints ap-
peared in letters and were commented upon editorially. The
administration of Sorell was held up for favorable comparison
with that of Arthur. The Governor acted decisively. He would
simply proceed as if Bent were no longer the Government
Printer. George Terry Howe, son of the George Howe who had
founded the “Sydney Gazette,” was called to Hobart (he had
been running a paper in Launceston) and given the job of Gov-
ernment Printer at a salary of £300—Bent had been paid a sub-
sidy of £30.

Howe immediately began publishing the “Hobart Town Ga-
zette”—the same name as Bent’s paper! Protest was of no avail
to Bent, and his paper became the “Colonial Times,” Howe's
Hobart “Gazette” praised every act of Arthur’s Government as
his father’s “Gazette” praised the powers in control in Sydney.
The new editor even reprinted the letters of criticism that had
appeared, altering them to read in an opposite sense to that
originally intended!

That was Arthur’s first move. His second was to sue Bent
for libel. After several trials, Bent was sentenced by a jury of
officers to imprisonment for six months and was fined over £500.
T!le outery amongst the free settlers was great. “Friends of the
Liberty of the Press” were called together in a public meeting,
where the mass indignation was voiced and a subscription list
opened t(_) pay Bent’s fine, When released, Bent carried on as
before with the principal correspondent and complainant in the
columns of the old “Gazette” as Editor.

Those who rallied to the support of Bent demanded at the
same time not only freedom of the press, but also trial by jury
and representative government.,

I!] 1827, in imitation of Darling in N.S.W., Arthur attempted
to s}:ﬂe -the press by means of an Act passed through the new
Legislative Council set up in Tasmania. The licence system
and a stamp duty on each issue of a paper were introduced. Bent
was defeated. He was refused a licence and he suffered in his
brushes with the law. Although the free settlers organised a
protest to the Home Government, the decision of the latter, in
fayar of a free press and annulling Arthur’s Acts, found Bent
ruined and bankrupt. Arthur failed, theoretically, because the
principle of the free press had been maintained, but his illegal
Acts had remained in operation long enough to ruin the owners
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of the “free” _nens, 1oy
e “free” press. Which reminds one of w i

the difference of “freed A
o vy om of the press” for

whel:nl %1?35"‘ &t}l}(())il;glr %r;:gg}e (fot‘dthe freedom of the press begay

: es” (in different hand i

Colonist” attacked unspari B e T
! ) paringly the administration e
:I“]}E’lgfi?ci‘c‘;?s if:si::: i]a!;: .ex1stem:ia a radical organisation kngfvnA;higi
ion,” and Melyille of the “Times” Bert.
son of the “Colonist” demanded i i R
a in their columns tri rojury
gttllgsrf&ﬁ‘sﬁ?ﬁaf!gv% g)‘c%verlnmlent. Libel suits, imprislt;lr?rlx]lgrylt“}:;fi
0 r both. In 1836, when Arth ed, the
“Colonist” hailed his de i o
parture in these terms: * as it
ﬁ,llenAto our lo‘g to communicate such welcome .intgﬁzggcgah 3
e (Arthur) will be wafted from these shores by the curse' ei
manyha })rok_en—hearted parent, and many a destitute child wi?'ch
(])1:&;?1 ;c eir mlﬁery to J‘Lc}klle Eoolish and wicked system of misg’gove;n
. - . . He was the ather of usury, the patron of "
hypocr}sy and deceit, the protection of perjurl; and Ehef?ésehog 5
of perjurers.” , Wi

The struggle, therefore, as in 8
s 4 vdney, had take i

a personal character, but the real basis could not ben h?gccl’:nl'tiilf
mass dt_ama.nd for greater freedom and a say in the govermﬁente
The firing of crackers in the streets of Hobart on the da thai:
Arthur sailed, even th(_)ugh Robertson in a most undigniﬂed
moment. was at'rf—:sted with his pockets full of crackers, was the
expression of tl_'lun'}ph over a reactionary enemy and ’of deter
mination to maintain the freedom of the press. gl
(To be continued)

hat LL’_IIiI] sald of
the capitalists gy
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Front of Struggle for Peace*
By GEORGI DIMITROV

I

914 has the menace of a world war been so great
» And never has it been so urgently necessary to
ywees to avert this calamity which threatens all
" in order to do this, we must first realise from
\ger is arising, who are bringing on this danger,
h countries they are preparing to hurl themselves.
not be correct to think that the war which is
threatens the Soviet Union alone or even the Soviet
, first place. As a matter of fact, the occupation of
nd by Hitler's armies is a direct threat to France,
d other European countries. It is also a fact that
nmediate plans of conquest are directed towards _the
territories in neighboring countries where there 1s &
opulation. f
reas Hitler talks to-day about the “sovqrelgnty of
7 he will talk to-morrow about the “sovereignty of all
»  Under this slogan he will try to carry out the
jon of Austria, the destruction of Czechos]qvakla as an
sndent state, the occupation of Alsace-Lorraine, Danzig,
suthern part of Denmark, Memel, ete. And this 18 quite
to understand. It is much easier for_German Fascism to
an army first of all to seize the territory of uelghborirlllg
atries under the slogan of the “national unity of alld ff’
ans,” and only later to fight against the pm_verful Lan g
Soviets, German Fascism, in strengthening its positions ln
e Rhine, also threatens the independence of the Polish p_eO};I }:2
| spite of the fact that the present rulers of Poland are 1n
‘position of its allies.
o A: f:: ass t?‘ne Far East is concerned, there can behno %O‘é‘ﬁg
that the direct blow is aimed at the Chinese people, althoug et
Fascist military clique of Japan are preparing for war ag

e i i t with Berlin for such
the Soviet Union and have an agreement WIth € o how
purpose. Japan has already ocqupmd Manchurllla, “Japanese
oceupying one province of China after _anot eti.l i
imperialism is striving by this means to_subjugate EE]' ings o
of Asia, including India, and to seize the Ph1t lppWith e
Australia. It is preparing for a decisive encounter

United States and Great Britain. ;
It follows that the peoples of the West would plainly make &
* This article was written before May 1.—Ed.
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fatal error if they allowed themselves to be comforted .
illusion that the Fascist warmongers in Europe and i) Far
East do not threaten them. In particular, the people of 1,
countries neighboring on Germany have food for serious thou
regarding the defence of their independence and liberty.

As we know, the fundamental cause of imperialist wars lies
in capitalism itself, its predatory efforts. But in the presen
concrete international situation, the instigator of the approac!
ing war is Fascism, this mailed fist of the most aggressive and
warlike forces of imperialism.

The war danger became so directly threatening because il
road to power was not barred against German Fascism at ti
proper moment. Having obtained power by the means of =
internal war against the people of its own country, Fascism ha
grown into a direct war menace to the countries of the whole
world. Having enslaved its own people, it is advancing with
the torch of war in its hand against other peoples.

The war danger has become increasingly menacing for the
further reason that a state of affairs has been created in which
the Fascist aggressor is left unpunished. The military prepara-
tions of German Fascism (the introduction of universal military
service, the air and naval armaments) were carried out with the

systematic connivance of capitalist powers and the direct assis-
tance of the ruling circles of Great Britain. The passivity and
irresoluteness of the League of Nations in regard to
ese attack on China and Italian aggression in .
encouraged the impudence of the aggressor.

But the growth in the aggressiveness of German Fascism
and the Japanese military clique is first and foremost the result
of the fact that the international proletas ' not sue :
acting unanimously with all the power nf&m
not rally around itself all the working people and .
of peace into a mighty front against war. T
reactionary part of the leaders of the Labor
national and the International Federation
the united front of struggle has not yet
" refusal of these reactionary leaders (su -
policy of their own bourgeoisie) to bring aben
dent proletarian action against war, their prac
masses to sleep with the illusion that the
would do everything necessary for the ms
this has hindered the struggle of the
and paralysed its pressure on the capitalist

In addition to the openly reactionary lez

the
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a2 of the international proletariat in defence of
are also “Left” phrasemongers who advocate
8 to the effect that war is inevitable and the main-
impossible. Since the fundamental cauge of
pitalism, then, they say, so long as it exists it will be
s to avoid war, and it is hopeless and useless to fight
tenance of peace. Such people are out-and-out
if not simply imposters. They see everywhere
n the raging forces of war, but they do not at all
mighty factors of peace.

jet Union, the country of the victorious proletariat,
consistent and resolute peace policy, is such a factor of
Another factor of peace is the proletariat of capitalist
These are the leading forces in defending peace
e warmongers. Masses of peasants, all the toiling
the people in general in all capitalist countries, are also
e maintenance of peace. A number of capitalist countries
nt are interested in the maintenance of peace. And in
ntries where Fascism rules, as well as in the countries
the rulers abet the instigators of a new slaughter, the
les do not want war.

semongering doctrinaires, such as those from the
sh Independent Labor Party, depict matters as 'xf'the
tion of war and peace depends only on the capitalist Gov ern-
ints. Yes, this would be the case if the masses simply played
he role of pawns in the hands of the Governments and did no:
to maintain peace in spite of their Governments. But ?}m
just the point: that it is utterly wrong to re'gard the rfnaach-i
the people as puppets in the hands of the Governments. 1
" these masses, without whom war could not be carried on, I:(}:}r)'
to come out resolutely and promptly agal.nst the war p]anf 0 .r-(,
Governments, they could force these Governments tl:)‘ give ig
War and the abetting of war plotters. The whole thing is ,
organise the struggle of the peoples for the mamtenanc'ﬁ o
iﬂw in good time and to carry it on contzmaally and everywhere
against the Fascist warmongers and their bacl}c]t?r}s]. i ety
i ont of peace is required which will not
ﬁlﬂlislgght;euﬁf)ifliilflg class,p(:he peasants, the mtel]ectual? a?)‘:'
other tolers, but also the oppresset Ralons 815 U0 lher,
countries whose independence 13 s
peace ti ired which extends to all parts of the world,
gom Tog%n:;g‘l;iﬂgﬂmm New York to Berlin, ﬁghtmg m}.ﬂ
might and main against the warmongers, agaml;it Gcia;n:he
Fascism in Europe, against the Japanese military clique
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Far East. And this peace front will become powerfy)

invineible if it organises concrete mass action, not rt-:alrn-{il:],"l,
itself to protests, resolutions, and declarations, &

By economic and political measures, the warmongers shoy
be put absolutely in a state of siege. They should be corneyy
in such a way that it will be impossible for them to try to carry
out their criminal plans. The globe should be encircled wiih
such a network of organisations of the friends of peace, such
mighty movement of international solidarity, such effective
measures of a united international policy of the proletariat for
the maintenance of peace as will effectively tie the dastardl
hands of the warmongers,

The Fascist aggressor must be made to feel most emphati-
cally that his every step is vigilantly watched by millions of
people and that any attempt to attack other peoples will meet
with the determined resistance of the proletariat and the toiling
people of the whole world.

Only the proletariat, uniting its ranks, can be the organiser
of such a peace front, can be its driving force, its backbone.
This is now the central task of the international proletariat as a
whole. The success of the fight against Fascism itgelf also
depends on its successful solution.

IT

It is not enough to want peace. It ig necessary to fight for
peace. It is absolutely inadequate to Carry on general propa-
ganda against war. Propaganda against wap “in general” does
not in the slightest degree hinder the conspirators gitting in
Berlin or Tokyo from carrying out their dastardly work They
would be extremely satisfied if the Wworking clagg were t;) 0 no
further than such general propaganda, ! o
A successful struggle to maintain peace g

that the joint activity of the proletarisﬁ:e and ‘I]:J!::]\lllv
of the population be directed against the specifie j

important in every country to work out a defi
tactical line in the struggle for the maintenance
into account the situation of the Party and the
movement of the given country and also its inte;
national situation. (88

In the countries where Fascism is in
class, focussing its struggle against the Fagei w
the exposure of chauvinist demagogy and wa

THE COMMUNIST REVIEW

iage 39

 forces to avert the catastrophe into which Fascism is
to hurl the people. When the proletariat and the
of the people of Germany, Italy, and other Fascist
ed fight against the power of Fascism and its military
ion, they are acting not only for their own salvation, but
interests of peace, in the interests of all peoples, of all
ri)‘z.a,rtin::ularly important question in the tactics of the
ng class at present, especially in the countries which are
gtly in danger of an attack, is the attitude which should be
towards the foreign policy of the Government and the
ce of the country. It is by no means a matter of indiffer-
‘to the working class and all toilers what foreign policy the
ment carries on towards the Fascist enemies of peace;
her this policy will help to strengthen collective security or
ader it; whether the Government aids the agents of the‘
cist aggressor or takes effective steps against them; how
e sons of the people in the ranks of the army are treated, in
§ at spirit they are trained, what elements the cumrpamlnrs gf
%he army are composed of, whether these are 1*e!|able_1n the fig
':t-'}against the Fascist enemy or whether they are Fascist r_eaf:_tml‘rll-
ary elements; how the population is to be protected against the
rrors of war, ete. g
i If :n attitude of indifference is ass_umed to_warfls the quscitm;
of the defence of the country, if this question is left “;1 jt?(t)ln
control in the hands of a bourgeois Government, such a 1};3}_‘“‘ e
will not in any case assist the cause of defending pca;::e. alu;ayq
accident that the ruling groups of the bhourgeoisie f’it‘feq et
looked upon this sphere as their monopoly, regarding i at}mqt 2
of “holy of holies.” This lIlnonopoly of the bourgeoisie mus
demolished once and for all. ? ; : ",
Ml itacat cunct, ot siong, withot s oo, Depes
dent policy on these questions. Without un erba l}f ks
permitting itself to sink to the position of the nlg gi r;pblicy
Party of the proletariat must actively inferfere in fotlifegcountry.
and in the sphere of the question of the defence o
advancing its own platform, its own demar{ds. 3 e g
As the outstanding supporter of the active dEfem{?riing it
people and country from Fascist enslavement, the }Vthe R
must closely link up the question of the defence Oatic ol
with the demands for the extension of the dem.ociita] ks 0
the workers and peasants and the defence of their o R
basing themselves on the fact that only the quc(-)lce gty sb
thé régime, the demoeratisation of the army, 1ts

\
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Fascist and other reactionary elements, and the satisfaci,, of
the urgent demands of the workers and peasants, is aj). 1,
strengthen the defensive capacity of the people against a ., it
attack. In every concrete situation, the representatives o the
working class will come out in support of such proposals .
will seek to secure the carrying out of such measures as open
up the greatest possibility for bringing the pressure of the
masses of the people on the widest scale to bear upon the forei,
policy of the Government, and also provided for their effectivc
control over the activity of the Government in the questions of
the defence of the country. They will also give their support to
all those measures which hinder the capitulation of the bourgeoi
Governments to the Fascist aggressor and the betrayal of-th:
independence and liberty of the people by these Governments.

In conditions of a direct threat of war by a Fascist aggressor,
the Communists—emphasising that only the proletarian power
is able to provide for the reliable defence of the country and its
independence, as is plainly shown by the example of the Soviet
Union—will seek to bring about the formation of a people’s front
Government. Such a Government, takin

g determined steps
against Fascism and the reactionary elem

ents in the country,
against the agents and backers of the enemies of peace, ensuring

the control of the organised masses over the defence of the
country, will assist in raising the capacity of the people for
defence against a Fascist aggressor. Whereas to-day the power
is in the hands of bourgeois Governments who are no guarantee
for the genuine defence of the country and who use the armed
forces of the state against the toiling people, the Party of the
working class cannot take any political reg nsibility for th

defensive measures of these Govel‘nmmg;m%fwe oDho 4
the war policy of the Government and the milit: pRED Fec
whole. This does not exclude refraining from vot

cases, giving the reason for doing so, on?‘%

of a defensive character which are neces

attack of a Fascist aggressor (e.g., the fortific

or voting and speaking for such measures which .
the interests of the defence of the P :

are
opulation againg
of war (gas shelters, gas masks, Red Cross work,

The time has passed when the working class d
pate aetively and independently in deciding such vit
as war and peace. The difference between
refon.:nists, between revolutionary and reactionary le
work:mg-clas movement, is not that the latter p,
settling these questions while we revolutinnaries
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e difference is that on these questions, as on other
. the reformists defend the interests of the Capltal‘lﬁts,
s the revolutionaries defend the interests of the toiling
e, the interests of the people as a whole. e _
se flexible Bolshevik tactics, which are the application of
neral tactical line of the Seventh .Congrelss of’ the Com-
International to a specific question, arise of ngceﬂmi:y
he whole present-day international situation, particularly
‘the existence of definite Fascist aggressors. .

8 truly laughable when “Left” phrasemongers of various
s take a stand against these tactics and strike the pose of
oncilable revolutionaries. If we are able to believe them,
lovernments are aggressors. They even quote Lgmn, wh}?,
the imperialist war of 1914-18, correctly rejected. t g
ment of the social-chauvinists that “we were attacked .and
defend ourselves.” But the world at that time was d1v1'dﬁ !
two military-imperialist coalitions which were equ.;"y
ving to establish their world hegemony, which het),gi eq:her)é
pared and provoked the imperialist war. At that time ot
e neither countries whenii t‘?et pr}c:!etarlat had conqu
ntries with a Fascist dictatorship. )
ﬁor]??lgr now the situation is different. Now theref area.ce(.l)(zf?
proletarian state which is the greatest bulwai]‘k 0 15preies L
definite Fascist aggressors; (3) a number o cou.nﬂrs sy
are in direct danger of attack by Fascist _aggr%sd il
danger of losing their state and r_latlonal l'ndqze{]te(il o
other capitalist Governments which are mteilter_;‘ L
present moment in the maintenance of peace. It 1?;118“0“ i
completely wrong to depict all countries a.fs %;’1 .tiw-real
present. Only people who are trying tro conce 3
aggressors could distort facts in such a way.

111

i cace But n
The peace which exists at present 1s a bad E;z:f‘ forpt;[vtel‘y
any case this bad peace is better than war. g
consistent supporter of peace it 1s ob_mciqa_yr 7 e
upport all measures which assist in maintaining ip ghions
ihppo easures of the League of Nations, partlcu]a‘r v o g
Sailggions can be made into an effective means agalll*
i id
ﬂgg{fe Sfl?: sanctions undertaken by the I_:eagu;{.bofs sﬁ?ﬁ"’?ﬁi s,din
revent Italy continuing the war against 2 3; i i
noi lim argument against sanctions but agains
gcl’xich frustrated their application.
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And if German Fascism to-day is throwin
to the peoples of the whole world, this is pr
reckons on freedom from punishment, because sanctiong v
not applied to Japan, because the sanctions against It
frustrated by the capitalist states, because, finally, whey
Hitler sent his troops to the frontiers of France and Belgium,
he was convinced in advance that sanctions against him woulq
be frustrated by the British bourgeoisie.

The statement is made that the application of sanctions
increases the war danger and will lead to war., This ig not true,
It is just the opposite, that the impunity of the ageressor
increases the danger of war. The more resolutely sanctions of
an economic and financial character are applied /to a Fascist
aggressor (complete refusal of credits, stopping commerce and
the supply of raw material), the less will German Fascism be
inclined to begin a war, because the greater will be the risk.

The League of Nations must be ruthlessly criticizsed for its
irresoluteness, passivity, inconsistency. The working class is
carrying on an irreconcilable struggle against the Governments

of those imperialist countries, members of the League of

Nations, which help the aggressor on account of their own
selfish interests, disrupt the measures/ for preserving peace,
and sacrifice the interests of small peoples to the interests of
big imperialist Powers. But it does not follow from this that
we should in general take up a negative positive towards the
League of Nations. What interest have the proletariat in
playing into the hands of the warmongers, which are al] at

g Out a (‘h.‘t“nngp
ecisely becaus,
€rg
aly werg

present against the League of Nations?

Nations has been deserted by the ‘P : imglg:tom éuivac;.f
Germany and Japan. The Soviet Un : League of
Nations, throwing all its international ° _ 1 B oalcs
on the side of peace and collective secn Ve 3

states in the League of Nations which do not
Fascist aggressors an opportunity to attack
Those who cannot distinguish between the Leg
in the past and the League of Nations at pres
cannot make a varied approach to the different
League of Nations, those who refuse to bring

the masses to bear on the League of Nati

> 1ons and
talist Governments for the adoption of measure
peace, such people

proletarian politicians.

The working class must

support those mea;
League of Nations and various

states which are
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- i ce of peace (non-aggression pacts, pacts
ﬂlia;:;c:sﬂ:aghe agglz'essor. pacts of collective security,
economic sanctions). And not only must it support
res, but it must force the League of Nations and
nments of various capitalist states to take sermuts
efence of peace by a mighty mass antl-w_ar gnovernmi}1 ;
ot true that the policy of constantly yielding to_t e
 of the Fascist warmongers by the League of Natlé)ns
arious countries (Great Britain, France, Belgium, etc.)
) to maintain peace. The workers have not forgotten
one time in the internal policy of Germany, it V%‘as Ii)rfr;
the concessions and capitulation to attac_kmg 'ascis
‘paved its way to power. In the international aFr"enq, a
capitulatory policy sets the hands of militant Fascism
e to an attack. g v
’ isl.lalt?sl:) enot true that theh cause gf peg;er;v:ilgsfzi)nufggmtﬁg
: raise the question - ng t
eI:it oaft éﬁsﬁgtgfial, the colonies and mangated terntc;ll'ilfs,
e reactionary Social-Demfocg_attic ]Cetz;c}g?: }?:Ig?&%tiii r;af th)g
i ne with the aim of distrac
sf:% c}gom a definite struggle against the‘wa{lnoir;géez{s;ion(ilg
e other hand, such proposals conceal the desire to %h b
" to German Fascism, which is bound to s‘cre'ngth%n qin?ass ol
e osition of German Fascism still more. I_t 1is no bus itk
5 letariat to advocate any particular division of colo !
]!:f:n?i:tes between the imperislzlistgc.)r Iggegﬁsicnggrggtsugggrtheir
i eoples ULl BT
i?;ﬁ%f lzm(i)fﬂgl ih%?i—ogﬁil 1]JibeI;ation from the imperialist yoke.

v

i ; the League of
i ding effective measures from e
Naggﬁ;lin%emnbou%‘geois governments agamstt 1;}:1851;&55{ o
of the Fascist warmongers, the proletaria Jesive hindind
Ifffsa moment that the chief, fu_rldamental,t:;m'gic::lc[l'sf e
the maintenance of peace is the independen ar o el
in defence of peace against the concrete Wél e it xnm ANl
There cannot be the slightest qoulqt that i el the toidd
roletariat, with its mass organisations, GESDC‘?1 o mddani
b ions, had acted in unison and by strikes an t0 N i I
ur-leven’ted a single ship or a single train gomg:f 0 e?d o atemae
II]éa.lia.n Fascism would long since have beellle orc
of plunder against the Abyssinian peop-e. sroni ol SO
gl the formation of a really wide people’s Titant Fas
s ough to carry on such a struggle against m1; tHi o
Sfrongise?gosgible only if there exists unity of action o0
clsm,
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letariat itself. It was Precisely the establishment of the upij
of action of the working class which made it possible f,, the
gvm h and Spanish proletariat to build up a mighty anti p... .
people’s front. "

Torn by internal contradictions,
the Labor and Socialist International
eration of Trade Unions,
wing, evaded the question of the
bringing about unity of action of th
and international scale, i

working masses for_independent action, but limited itself to

an appeal to rely entirely on the Lefzgue of Nations. It did not

e€mocratic leaders
aggressive policy of German Fg
I “maintenance of peace.”
Byt, mmultz_meous;ly, a4 movement for the united front of the
working class 1s rapidly developing of late in the ranks of the
abor and Soclahgt International ang the Internationa) Federa-
tion of Trade Unions. The basic interests of the whole inter.
national proletariat require that thege forces gain the upper
and overcome the resistance of the oprponents to the uniteqd

who are d:
8cism, hiding thi:

hand
front.

lonal policy of
purpose of maintaining peace. b

0 sum up, this single intern
can be brought about on the folly

ﬂtaﬂdﬂ 1ns
. : g&nd tll‘iz [
L 8tru, e Ork
against the countgr—revolution.ﬁgy atae:l};lj;sv:n d
policy of the Soviet Unijop as being identica] with

Imperialist states, tq represent the Red Arme.

ark of Deace, as being the Same as the 3 '

i tempts which play into the handn '.
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i with definite purpose and with
::teng;r;?ﬁﬂant against the Fascist aggres-
titude must be taken towards the aggres:}tl)z
of his attack; any attempt to gloss overt -
n Faseist and non-Fascist countries must be

le by the proletariat for the main-
?gsgge;?gngtgof the capita_[ist government:k?;]g
of ﬁations, making it impossible for the’wo -
nt to be subordinated to.the hehlnd-the?cﬁxﬁ?ﬂn;
imperialist governments in the League‘o by ﬁgﬁf
ent conditions, the fight to maintain pe?_ce is
ism, and this fight is in essence revolutionary.

is 2 r danger for Fascism,

ainFeﬂanCGi:HOf i%gafstéin:l d(??fg]cillgies,& it lead_s:_ to ’]El}rllf

PY mfci?xastqcis‘t dictatorship of the hr)urgemstzc:. } 0:

e Of e’ e llleli)c; the growth of the forces r)f‘ h_e ptrhP

;:}llce ?or(iz)::Lof rev-olution, helps to heal the Sp:-l(flwlpariai

::T.:. o’f tl‘?e working-class {r{oveme?t. : rIlte }:&11;71 tt}rl;?leri-s a}{ b

1 l thI?; ﬁﬁggﬁﬂziiﬂ tf};ir?d;#oj;]s of the capitalist sys-
sm. ( 8

-nd hastens the victory of Socialism.

’ 4 | = J

. r. Wars are not der.la_rer

> k out unexpectedly. ar e
g Al ma%hg;e?ust start” (Stalin). But thlﬁdgfcz?::dj;g o
Fa e t that Communists have a clear u]n thf; agamg
f ?1111(1 f;}c‘e?tosand nature of the war danger anc g wWay:
~ the exte

i it.
eans of overcoming 1 = _
m A decisive step at present towar Totariat agaltist the Wi
- gy of the international prole h arate country
unity of action the Communist Parties of eac on campaign for
;noélge;lzést}ﬁgrmoqt active, insistent, 31}11%:’;?2;5:1 and political
0 aev i e in all branches f ; 3
: eace In a . , not post
the mﬁtegﬁﬁﬁ,ﬂﬁi&s will carry on thuf caTE:rllggigned with
llfe-_ 'te until pacts for joint aC_thty 'hdv?)ut unfailingly car-
pomlngdler"‘-‘ of the Social-Democratic partle-‘:, le for the estab-
oy ea_t on from the point of view of the SCrug;gunist Party and
rying 1 t of unity of action between tht_e nm_ll oo
hshné(:n.iaﬁnemocratic Party. Commumstsﬁ‘g;lary Social-Demo-
ghe : Ocrvercome the resistance of the re:au:t e ihe hoady
fort ‘m]eJaderS to the united front and tge?n; in every way be-
eratic inst the common e .
ioint struggle agains £ atic workers. ’
of joint 8 ist and Soecial-Democr : PR
tween '}the cca(:;?)r:i?rlilshelping to draw the Communist and
Such & 5

ds the establishment of the
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all

an scale. This will actively ai i ;
Vv aid the d r int

the movement of other strata of the toiling people cftfi “:rrjig-}l i

and

workers closer together, will hel ivi
g ; p to activis '
forces of the proletariat, not only on a natio?ﬁ;]angi;f:w

country, the masses of petty bourgeoisi

: 3 geoisie, the peasants : {

hte!legl‘:;a::, all friends of peace. All this will haste:f ?ﬁ]i' 1-."'

an + alimtomil' ble front of struggle of the internationa] 4
. ing people, of all peoples, for the mainten;;} ¢

of peace.

2

!ﬂg peac mggle again i FaS

Ihe Bt le fOI € 1S a ains CISm, ;
Itﬂlggle ag’ﬂ.lllst Capltallsm, a Bl!llggle fOI.' the victory Of So

cialism throughout the world!
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geist Camp Organises Its Activities

By VICENTE URIBE (Madrid)

of the People’s Front on February 16 struck panic
e hearts of the reactionaries and Fascists of Spain.
not believed that the People’s Front, faced by violence
am on all sides, would gain so startling a victory.
BW they have pulled themselves rapidly together again
€ organising a wide-spread campaign against the People’s
and against the proletariat and the Communist Party in
1 The differences in form of the various Fascist
tions are set aside, and all join in the common aim: to
he Peogle’s Front: to drive the masses of the workers to
. harrying them into hasty spontaneous movements from
Fascism might hope to profit.
This reactionary movement of attack on the Republic and
‘masses of the people is led by the Accion Popular (People’s
tion) the Fascist party of Gil Robles. With a large press at
 disposal it is carrying on a campaign to blacken the name of
ie People’s Front, and is supporting the movement among the
andowners and employers who are opposing the decrees issued
¥ the Government in fulfilment of the People’s Front Pact. A
haracteristic feature of this campaign is the intensified dema-
gogy of the Accion Popular. This strategic manoeuvre finds
" expression in many of the statements of Gil Robles: “The social
" content of the Ceda must be intensified.” In the Parliamentary

debates the Cedists make every endeavor to appear as “friends”
of the people. When they are accused of defending the capital-
jsts and big landowners, they are highly indignant, and state
that they are the enemies of “phad employers.” P

All this does not, however, prevent them from exploiting to

the utmost their opportunities, in the press and Parliament, to
plead the cause of the “unfortunate employers” who are “being
ruined by the unrestrained demands of the workers.,” On one
occasion the Ceda even expressed readiness to help in carrymng
out the programme of the People’s F ront, on the condition, how-
ever, that the Republicans separated from the workers and
proke off all conmections with their organisations. Here the

Ceda pretended to agree to even those items of the People’s Front

programme which it has designated anti-national, antl-pqtnotlc,

the work of the devil, and so forth. It need not be said that
blicans have not been decoyed by these pretences. But

the Repu G el s :
all these facts go to show the manoeuvring abilities of Fascism,




THE COMMUNIST HEVIEW Page 49

EEVIEW
Augu:;\‘

pU .gmm or shrink from any de«
- 2 el We nd o
= :.hrmbt. offensive against the er A
mﬁ?‘""’d””he Spanish Phsl,,
0%y m“"dﬂm without ch.:
e town killed or wounded by th. ; .
or village of Spain.
ion of

express their allegiance and love of the Republie
ilitary organisation, collaborating closely ‘f.';'" h the
initiated terrorism in the army by murdering
Z hising with the Social Caplain ¥araudo,
are being shamelessly used as conspiratorial

eation on April 16—hundreds of officers fired their
B8t the people in the strects—is one of the most eloguent
2 of the seriousness of the position among the officers
¥ The fncident at Alcala de Henares, where the

miutinied against the transference of

ne majority of

gers are in open oppo
e Government of the #i
i enough 1o leave the mo
b was issued permitting zny
Pon full pay. Some thous
thousands of monarchist

e in mind that under the monare he army had a staff
anders large enough for an army three Likes the size
These officers, bound by 2 onomie, political, and
gial ties to the monarchy 4 ' never relaxed
a single day their efforis e, On August
10 the Sanjurje rising gzve Hundreds of
oo and officers who P the uprising on
| Angust ' Gil Robles, and
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At the army; bul many
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o time when the
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; decrees ; the non-payment of wa,

. 1 ) the ges, the land ,
ited by t:f(lie_Caclques and large landowners, tﬁe ]Lexfntul-l-"‘[ i
mm n‘tomse agai:g‘;etgle ggrkers to desperation, in order thz;{dfpl.“ll
- m e Governm: ’ e
 iepe e ent and that the People’s Fron
mBst‘:;‘. cg:&lglltll t&eﬁaggg:taﬂesﬁav§ strong positions, they wil|
broken up, for the massess. B L not D
Ip, : see that it has al ted
w;zle illlma]mv;mept in the situation. The ptﬁ)f;fz%‘ategf (‘ét{ -d' 1
thoure Ite;?illtl: struggle, will face the difficulties f;fp{;l}:i:
presen. anothei- . remain c_losely united, it will deal one blow
mWe Commuli t;eacthn,.untﬂ it has destroyed it i
romain e o hametl 2o s o o
- on, w B
and barbarism to every part of Spain, will lﬁe ?:fuﬁe?f ;}glege,\
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‘The Constitution of Socialist Society
By L. F. BOROSS

A Short Announcement of Very Great Importance

HE Soviet Press published a short announcement from the
" Telegraphic Agency of the Soviet Union (TASS) on May 17.
ording to this message, a plenary session, under the chair-
manghip of Stalin, had been held of the Constitution Committee
“appointed by the Central Executive Committee of the Soviet

TUnion on May 15.
The committee examined carefully the draft of the Constitu-

tion of the Union of Soviet Republics which was submitted to it

hy the editorial sub-committee, confirmed the final text, and

resolved to discuss it at the next sesgion of the Central Executive

Committee of the U.8.8.R. Then followed the bare recital of
the headings of the sections of the draft, and the announcement
that Comrade Yakovlev had been appointed gecretary of the
committee in the place of Comrade Akulov, who is ill.

The details of the new Constitution have not yet been made
public; but their main outlines and the bagic principle of their
differences from the “Fundamental Law” of 1918 and the “Union
Constitution” of 1923, are mentioned again and again, The first
time that the proposal to make alterations in the Constitution
of the U.S.8.R. was mentioned was at the Seventh Soviet
Congress of the Union on February 6, 1935, in the course of
Molotov’s speech. On this occasion he said:

“The question of introducing certain changes in the
Soviet Constitution has been raised at this Congress in
pursuance of a proposal by the Central Committee of the
All-Union Communist Party. In the Central Committee
itself this question was raised on the initiative of Comrade

Stalin.

“Why has the
Constitution been raised?
Lenin laid the foundations of th
relationship of class forces in o
changed, especially after the victory
public property both in the city and vil
hecause the time has come when we can
democracy completely, and in accordance W
clectoral system. The present condition of t

question of introducing changes in our
First, because since 1918, when
e Soviet Constitution, the
ur country has radically
of the principles of
lage. Second,
develop Soviet
ith it revise our
he country,
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both in regard to its social-economic structure and in
regard to the cultural-political consciousness of the toiling
masses, also cannot be compared with 1928, when Comray,
Stalin’s commission formulated the Constitution of {p,
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics,”

It is also known that Molotov, in the further course of hi-
speech (on behalf of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union),
placed the following points before the congress ag “indispensah]e

measures in order to accomplish the further democratisation of
the Soviet system”:

August, 1g34

Firstly, the replacement of indirect, that is to say,
graduated voting by direct election of all Soviet organisms.
Secondly, the replacement of the not entirely equal
electipn (in town and country) by equal elections,
b ;Il‘htlrdly, the replacement of the open ballot by the secret
allot.

At that time he dig not broach t
to and embracing generally every citizen of the Soviet Union,
hut_he declared amid great applause that “Whilst all new bour-
geois States are abolishing whatever re ains of the electoral
rights of the people, the Soviet Union is ap
nearer to the complete abolition of every li

ral right to vote This prospect is 1fill
of the Constitutiun, fo it sy

he matter of election open

who have beep deprived
Courts of Justice,

It must be realised that i i
T it the basic alteration

3 1 since the adopt;
tution, which made possible the e i

verdicts of the

of the relations

alteration of th tC’SWiet -
- S
a useful and necessary measyre towards reachil(:gstt]]ﬁgtl;:e:,?

goal of freedom of the workers has achi
towards completion since the Seventhaggsﬁid&n?rfs};er %ﬁg

first Constitution laid d
ki B i1d down as the first clagg t::lk of the Soviet

is fact was fully proved also b istics in Moy
; v statistics in
) total of 281 per cent. of the ﬁcp'ul:ov,a
according to the statistics availabl o,

e at the time (thoge of ki

—_—
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. i is to say, to
ed to the proletariat, that is to s
sogfli?a? ’ul?g:'?cz%s, employees, technicians, engineers,
' ialist concerns and offices. X
(Ir ;];;ﬂ'iz\tlgfugg;l:ry times the percentage of the proletariat
R llective farmers and the arti-
ialist group of the collective ;
: ‘s(:):;:n%;c;ai]:ls cgpegatives 45.9 per cent. of the population

8 : 4, : i
do?ﬁle‘jl:?e.lriiolutionary times this category of collective

§ i rse, exist.) )
e gtlg r;og,;) fp(:l)'ucent. of the population coyer?d stu]qezlzgi,
Af{ f(;lAr;y 'pensir:mers, and other glements pt:lnc:paily n'}'h =
th":h ?he two ’above-mentioned Socialist peoples' grpu;;sé.M i
Wle::ms that a total of 74 per cent. of the population in
m - -
i ivi t sources.
king a living from Socialis ree :
maThg ercentage of working individual pea}sants ?.ntfi wo;k;ﬁg
ivate grtisans, that is to say, elgments which denvteda; lgzg
gZithei‘ from Socialist nor capitalist sources, amounltz) 130 Ar;d
er cent., as compared with 65.1 per cent. in thefyiir J [ﬂa,tion
Ifamatl]y (;nly a fraction—about 0.1 per (;e_:nt. gy : n?pl[:)yI;ng i
i s living from capitalist sources (i.e., h
;:ﬁg: (::'%oilzil‘gr 1f)eo»p]e), in the year 1934, against 15.9 per cent. in
pre-revolutionary days. R——
r these last statistical comp )

Natil(lzils'ﬁl'lg tin(;c;much as a number of big trust ml?gnaﬁfs
Ertlle ped to t'he percentage of 15.9 before the war, as we }z:s ag
le ‘c)lrclagvners with tens of thousands of hectares'of ]andI, iv el('ebi
tz}iﬁ “capifalists" of the 1934 type were mainly kﬁ: aks Thjg
fa;:mers) or master craftsmen employing a few 1\;;rlor ers.1934
is also borne out by the statistics of property for the year 2

: 'I"o the 74 per cent. of the Socialist elements, the 1'ulersf ::Eg
owners of the Socialist economy, pe}onged 95.81 per csetntb?ﬁon
:t.-'hole of the fundamental economic wealth of the SovlI ke .t
i -Socialist but a
the 22.5 per cent., representing the non
thf-r{'gmeiime nclJDnAcapitalist elements, belotnge;ltiﬁ];f ;:)I;eti;]uengal—

nt: omic wealth, while the amount co 5

m‘--]‘ ;1'11;303? the capitalist elements did not exceed 0.09 per ce;lnté
FI'—‘l’- ) : w-hole. It was, therefore, possible to state even thent’: a
Ay sk of abolishing the exploitation of man by man had tﬁm;
1']!: shed. This did not mean, nor doe:fltt?'lea? ;0-(1{?1);}; “?e

mpilsiet. 2 ! { i
233 8 er. For it is pe ectly ¢
the rT::;i%.glzfmllstg: endeavor of the capitalists and some of

f itati : could not be
ffspri the exploitation of other Qeople. could n
od q't::}ning?lrl‘taneou;l]y with the economic expropriation of
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d with the sccomplished fact of the abolit,,,
1 of human beings by their fellows. :
r alterations have taken place since the Seventh

connection it is not possible for us to quote exact new
the census of January 6, 1937, will supply a much
v ; But it is at least to take stock
: they are taking place. To begin with, th.
the small capitalist remnant has di ppeared
of the Union since 1934. Molotov stated in
meeting of the Central Executive Commit.
_ existed ecapitalists either
small in the Soviet Union.

Const! ‘onstituti society

ituti i1 be the Constitution of a

1tutm;1 :i::elmploymenl have 'eea.-sed lfr :xim,‘;
of‘::::;l;n eonstructed and victorious }.‘ioﬂa }m{n,

L ilding- s the higher phase o ,‘laaﬁ-'

—‘(- Iomfor the'brl:'nﬂdm"lghl::?erin 1Iie:4, the great p-')litlcal

of the ?;g{"rjf t'he alteration of the Constitution.

small private » an appreciable further
— s (working fﬂmim and
workers) has joined up with the z 1§ p
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Less Hours, More Wages, and the Tasks of the
Trade Union Movement

By D.

THE employing class of this country and its Governments con-
tinue to disregard the widespread demands for the 40-hour
working week and increased wages. In spite of the I.L.O. Con-
vention, the recommendation of the Select Committee to the Vic-
torian Government, in spite of the demands not only of the work-
ing class but of other sections of the people, in spite of the fact
that the largest majority of the people have expressed them-
selves on this question, both the Lyons and Dunstan Govern-
ments continue to flagrantly deny the requests. With these Gov-
ernments the interests of the great mass of the people count
for nothing, but the interests of the employers count for all.
fI‘he _Lyons Government, after refusing to set up a committee
of Inquiry on a basis that would ensure a real inguiry, and at-
tempting to sidetrack the whole matter into the Arbitration
Court, has done nothing hut evade the issue by all means in its
power. The Dunstan Government in Victoria goes even one
better. It has done absolutely nothing to implement the recom-
.mendatl_ox}_of the Select Committee, and attempts to evade all
responsibility by placing the onus on the Federal Government
and speaks vaguely of action by a “Premiers Conference” some
?lme in the future. OQut of at]arge number of RBills that will be
d vernment at the present session i
mention of hours or wages, but considerable attenti’otnh?geglfvgg

to Bills that h i
the people, | terest whatsoever for the great mass of

August, 1935

gﬁgil;teia;two;kmgf\vee}{ ar_xd. increased wages, and have declared
emmente; lon of maintaining the present alliance with the Gov-
espite its refusal to attend to the needs of the people

al Gov.ernments have served only to fur-
shorter hours and more wages e (o secure

On June 21 one of the m
and tram men ever held took p
ing 5000 workers cheered to t

losst momentous meetings of rvail
hace in Melbourne. At this meet-
e echo every statement made for
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to force the Dunstan Government to legislate the 40-hour
Since the mass meeting the Tramways executive has
d in favor of a stop-work meeting if the Government re-
to grant the 40-hour week; and, arising out of the refusal
the Glovernment to receive a deputation elected fron} the mass
eting, the A.R.U. Council, at its last meeting, decided to re-
t the Labor Party to withdraw its support of the Dun;tan
vernment if it did not give the 40-hour week, and also decided
an ultimatum be sent to the Governmenlt to the effect that
less the Government received the deputation a further mass
eting be called for the purpose of organising a stop-work
~ meeting hree unions. .
' eet}qeg 92:111112?2.3'5 Board, in negotiation with the union, has
ed to grant concessions which, althqugh not whqt t}}e
e ]%lers are demanding, are, at the _sameftlme, l{eal %ginse tl;’l
 the s f wage increases, restoration of penalty rates, .
3 -%istrzpnﬁv?ayme% will strengthen the campaign for 40-}3}1?3
and prepare for a further approach to the board_ at a Iaterd a 413.
In the building industry there will take place important fa}fe -
opments during July. On July 212 t2h5e t(ﬁargerilis;yzzts gf'ga;:}z;ﬁg
a stop-work meeting, and on July 25 the 1 IS Ao
ction. Almost all the building trade unions have
2111:resgrr::$1:mselves in favor of stop-work meetll?gs dapdrg;1;§§
action to enforce the granting of the 40-hour week and Inc

wages.
In other industries the
on these basic demands.

re is taking place a broad ca]:npaign

The metal workers have decided otn

i iv ider- the steps to

ing of all metal union executives to consi i

ﬁmf:ﬁr;lg' the Boot Trades Union is conducting an eneiget;lg

c:mpaign’in its demands, and in the prc;:ess bu1ltclilmg a ;lrft‘z?}n

i t the industry; the rec n-

of shop committees throughou : 1 i s

Drivers’ Union decided on a &

ference of the Carters and Aroked S =

mass meetings on hours _and wages; the ! ) ;

%{anned factory gate meetings, two sf?ecgl.a(:flltl;::r‘lﬂrlr;?gt%‘l:e%lm?

i i ss meetin

discuss the campaign, and a ma; e
i 2 i five has been set up to orge ]

s tommlttee‘c'f i ] in the timber industry
ion ; simi tivities are taking place in i L
el A ‘Jkers’ Union has a motion on its books for a
and the FOsPEEEEE £ the Postal Department. The

e eting of all employees o e ) pal 54
ma:s nI::;xt isgdeveloping to a lesser extent in practically all in
move v
dustries and unions. i :

There has never been any movemen
| has created such activity and interes

in the trade unions
t, and which receives

whil"
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such widespread support as the present movement for less hours
and more wages. The characteristic features of this movement

are very important :—

(1) It is directed essentially against the Lyons and Dun-
stan Governments and the employers.

(2) It is supported by the greatest majority of unionists
and a large number of officials.

(3) It is creating an ever-strengthening demand that the
A.L.P.: as a working-class party, should sever its connec-
tion with the Government of Dunstan—friend of the rich
anc(l4l)an§'1;n'y of j;he Door. '

) is swinging into action large sections of workers
and is strengthening the i icipati
wo;'kers e tghe o :ﬁa . e interest and participation of the

5) The tendency becomes more and more pronounc
for the taking of isi i i i
il B ﬁem a(]i:it:.swe action to force the granting of

These facts are of extreme im i

i : portance, not only for the Vie-
1_;:)1:13.11, but also for the whole Austra]ian’ labor movement, and
lrls es:tsentlal that every pos_s,ible step be taken to intensif;r the
foe:;;e (i::,:?g:ilg;ixé}tlo e;tttmld blt 1;(})1 cover every section of workers
t igher level by the organising of stopwork m -
ings, demonstrations, and, strike actions, with the obl;ec%rof fsﬁc-

ing the Government i
demands of the worf}e:;d the employing class to accede to the

The ?ﬁki\ iié?;l;inl;g l;t}elforz Ehe trade union movement are:—
el y the ACT.U. and the State T.H.C.s
ir}llt;:nmlfy the present campaign for wages and hour's(.:' SF:::
i sgegﬁs%r 1;'1‘1;‘:a {:Jall_mg of a special A.C.T.U. Congress
thezsteps ¥ i takelrﬂon Conferences in each State to plan
thlgo 3@?55?’1'&?‘“ a widespread publicity campaign
- g e dit‘{(}))““'}l'y in the form of mass public maet-
e wirel ribution of leaflets and other agitational
oy l'eal'mass ess broadeasts, etc., with the object of bring-
ok o ‘};ressure to bear on the Governments and
i lad Woule;v nif the close proximity of elections such
sctinnary Lo also prepare for the removal of the re-

3) I conjus &gfd Dul_mtan Governments.
siop wiark meet;lc lon with such a campaign to organise
o demonstrng?’ strike actions, and other forms of iob
g ations, etc., as a means of securing shurJter
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ours and more wages in individual industries, thus facili-
tating the general campaign.

~ (4) In the process of such a campaign to strengthen the
~ trade union movement by arousing greater interest
~ amongst the members, bringing into activity large num-
~ bers of unionists, building and strengthening the shop
~ committee movement, strengthening the unions by recruit-
" ing the non-unionists and ensuring 100 per cent. financial
membership, and finally bringing about closer unity and
| greater solidarity throughout the trade union movement.

s it possible for the Australian trade union movement to
i out such a programme? Definitely gso! There is the keen

ve of the workers for these demands; there is the will to
'ht for them, as all the present developments show clearly; the
tralian trade union movement is tremendously powerful, and
on by it would bring the greatest majority of the people into
tion; in these matters there could be complete unity of policy
d purpose among all schools of political thought.

All the prerequisites exist. What is needed is leadership—
e adoption of such a bold policy by the leaders of the A.C.T.U,,
the T.H.C., and the individual unions.

Tt is for the operation of such a policy that the active and
sincere trade unionists throughout Australia are fighting, and

will continue to fight.



———————
Page 60 THE COMMUNIST REVIEW August, 1936

The Party Forges Ahead in District 3
By C.

CEo ﬂiﬁg%ﬁ;‘?ﬁs _?istlii;ct Cblommittee, which coincided with
sit to Brisbane, revealed beyond
of doubt that a turning-poi g e
g iy ing-point has been reached In the work of
By laying emphasis u
I pon some of the recent t ing
;(:lh;::etlr‘l:ptsg the report of _the D.C., presented b‘;;u éﬁﬁg:&fé
which'chal::cte:gidle;f;ilgf dxi%usgion considerably above that
characts r gatherings of the past i District 3
This district, amon i b B
1 - ng other shortcomings, has suff
imt?li;?el;lteis c;;m%epthn of Bolshevik se,lf-criticis;reduf}i?cﬁ
b e t]; . Miles rem_arked, to self-ﬂage]]atio;l This
e, e 4 t,e,forén of contu.luaI moaning about “our 'intolef-
R 3;1 arll a lamenting of “the terribly low political
elim ; . nstead qf its being helpful and leading to
g ;@ise fomggsp;ll dthe district’s work, it became harmfu}gand
e thuly ency and moods of pessimism in the Party
Thi i |
S cl; ;;li%l;l;n;;;pgz% and discussions, no less than the wonder-
e Districtl:?; hasJ ilf.cgmes by South _Queensland workers,
ol use to be pessimistic regarding the
It is true that the P -
Semon ik B b abost'tljlfni}g:e has no small obstacles to

The La :
land with b?ﬁsf?ﬁ?a‘?“‘“"‘“"tmhaﬂ Workers’ Union in Queens
Right-wing element ion can be classified among the extre A
hatred of Fallon & (?o O;fo:}gmﬁ ustralian labor movement. TT?E
that of Lyons, Latham, or Men?ig:mm e s than

Besides which the Lab
under ci Labor Party was returned . :
manoeuv::l.lm'i‘%: c&ie: hich gave it increaseg pa(‘)%g;gilggi Ofﬁ(te
discredit which fell to tﬁ:]]i?dflxabor Party escaped largel;frS thz
out the Premiers’ Plan attack(; Labor in other States in carrying

The Moor.

of the crisis.ea(t‘;gvi{l?lm e;:t replaced Labor in the earlier years
onslaughts upon wa s became responsible for the fi 11: e
again returned at gt‘?s and conditions.. The Laho Pﬁ3 e
erisis had been traa _Eme when already the main blll- darty was
a consequence of :llfi en&d to the masses, at a peri;d e,:h(’f fbe
already at work tow o internal forces of capitalismen’ &

ards some measure of recovery fromwflig
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This factor has undoubtedly aided
t ynity and in restrain-

NIST REVIEW

of the crisis. 7 i
in manoeuvring agains

ar the Labor Government amended the
ief of unemployment, which had been ingti-
inet. They reduced the wage tax by 1d.
ted from payment incomes under

At the same time, they increased the rates of pay
en to 13/6 for one day’s work each week. Previously
n did but one day a fortnight, and received rations on
ate week. kers received an

Other intermittent wor
of approximately 2/6 per week, whilst the ration scales
kewise increasc

d in some small degree. Then, again,
a doubt there have been 2 few

hundred workers
yed in industry.
the hasis of such 2 Labor Government, as
has had increased opportunities to manoeuvre in
gland. They brazenly claim that their administration
is responsible for the improved economic position of the

They point to the incre olume of production and
gince we came to

They point to the slight increase in employment and
7, “See what we

" of what they intend to achieve for the workers in the future.
' However, the prerequisites for further improvement In the
conditions of the workers, they say, must be that they are left

ut still further improve-

alone and unhampered to bring abo
ment in the position of industry, ete. They say to the workers,

«please don’t embarrass us with impossible demands just now.
es told the public servants, who Wwere demanding 2
return of “emergency’ wage-cuts, “You can’t expect a full
restoration as long as gtill thousands existing on
rations and relief work in the State” “Be patient,” these
Labor leaders say, “and, above all, refrain from demonstrations
and strikes that might hinder progress towards further

pmsperity.”

In this way the Labor Government has sought to carry on

and restrain the workers from struggle. That they have not

been entirely successful is proven by the strikes in the sugar

industry, the cotton fields, ete. That they will be still less able

to dam back anity and struggle in the future is shown by the
Paterson in the Bowen by-

tremendous vote recorded by
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lection. 4
i There are still over 25,000 workless to be found in this

“workingman’s paradise,” and whilst the “]?ai]y Standard”
(Labor paper now defunct) gloated in its leading article,

“HULLO, PROSPERITY !”
__another daily, the “Telegraph,” carried appeals as follow:—

“ANY OLD CLOTHES ?
“THE TELEGRAPH WINTER APPEAL

“The need for warm clothing and blankets amongst the
poorer sections of the community is great. YOUR
DISCARDS can be conveniently applied to THEIR
NEEDS.”

__which reveals clearly to just what extent the masses are
experiencing “prosperity.” Under the stress of such wide-
spread poverty, the workers are becoming more and more dis-
contented with the failure of the Labor Government to effect
any real improvements in their conditions.

At the same time they are commencing to draw political
conclusions from events overseas, as the following authentic
incident proves. A Party member on the job was recently
approached by a prominent A.L.P. supporter. The latter, after
commenting upon the French strikes and the People’s Front
Government, stated:

“That’s good enough for me. I'm awake to the Labor
Party here now. They've been telling us not to embarrass
them, and we, like fools, have been paying heed. Well,
I can see now that if we are ever going to get anywhere
that's just what we must do. Embarrass them and still
furlfher embarrass them. Bring pressure upon them
until they do carry out some of their promises. Then,

maybe, we will experience the benefits won by the French
workers.”

Can we not assume with every confidence that this worker
was but expressing the sentiments of thousands of present-day
supporters of the Queensland Labor Government?

& This being the case, is it not time that the Party in
t_l.strlct 3 really got down to the task of delving into the elec-
lon programmes and speeches of the Labor Party with a view
to formulating demands which will express the aspirations of
the masses and serve as a starting point for joint action
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between Communist and reformist workers to improve their
common lot?

The Plenum, whilst placing on record certain achievements
won by the district on the basis of its correct application of the
line of the National Congress and the Central Committee,
nevertheless paid too little attention to this all-important ques-
tion of the “united front where Labor Governments are in office,”

z_a.tmiﬁstion that was raised very sharply at the National Congress
itself.

Comrade Miles summed up the results of the Plenum, and
appreciated the gains made in the way of increased political
activity, a broadening of the leadership, a development of
cadres, and a stabilising of section committees, as well as
successes in trade union work, increased literature sales, and
the launching of a first-class bookshop, and so on.

He further indicated the following main immediate tasks
confronting the Party in District 3:—

Firstly, reorganising its ranks to enable it to go still
further among the masses and consolidate organisation-
ally its undoubtedly large influence.

Secondly, to eliminate slovenliness from its methods of
work and pay greater attention to organisational details.

Thirdly, to learn better how to utilise more fully the
services of all those people who support the Party in
various ways.

Finally, to indulge in much more extensive mass propa-
ganda, both oral and written.

The meetings addressed by Comrade Miles reveal that
thousands of Queensland workers are anxious to hear the
Communist message. It is an important task of the D.C. to see
that vastly improved facilities to meet this demand are de»'ls}ad
in the near future. It must be realised that the Communist
Party, more than ever to-day, must become in every respect a
tribune of the people.

In this regard the Plenum resolved upon launching a cam-
paign for a district paper. A Communist paper In South
Queensland, added to the already extensive chain of Communist
publications in the Commonwealth, will in itself be a very effec-
tive answer from the workers of this State to the attack of the
Lyons Government upon democratic rights, and no stone should
be left unturned to speed its production.
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The Plenum, as stated at the beginning of this artiel,
undoubtedly marks a turning point in the work of the Party i
District 3. The optimistic tone of the discusgion throughot
gives every reason to expect that the achievements alreac
placed on record will be very rapidly surpassed in the ne:
future, that the lagging sectors will overtake the more advance
and the Party as a whole in South Queensland will go forwar
to uniting the ranks of the masses here under the banner ©

struggle for improved living standards for peace and f
freedom.




