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The Events in the New South Wales Labor
Party and the Future
By L. SHARKEY

THE recent events in the New South Wales labor movement
have arrested the attention of the working class all over
Australia. : 3
The centre of this interest has been the struggle that has
been waged around the possession of the trade union wireless
station and the “Labor Daily,” together with the proposal to
found a new paper, now named the “Sunday Express.” In the 3
centre of these issues arose political issues of fundamental im-
portance, first voiced by J. S. Garden at a Labor Council meet-
ing, namely, sanctions and the attitude to the Italo-Abyssinian
war; and the question of democracy in the N.S.W. Labor Party.
The issues were rendered more sharp by the subsequent expul-
sion of J. S. Garden, M.H.R., by the Lang executive. )
Tt will be seen here that something more than a mere factio
fight between the “ins and the outs” within the A.L.P. machine
is at stake, which does not deny that there is an element of
the personal involved. There is evidence of a growing revolt
against the present controllers of the N.S.W. Labor Party. Such
a widespread move cannot be explained on the basis of personal
distaste towards Messrs. Lang, McCauley, Graves, Martin an
Keller, the chiefs and instruments of what is called the “innel
group.” No, the move reflects digsatisfaction with the barren
ness in policy and lack of life in the A.L.P. movement, and lagl
of success in that sphere where the A.L.P. stakes its all, namely
the Parliamentary elections. The leftward moving masses fe
that there is something lacking in the A.L.P.; they are tired
the old stock phraseology and the same old bunch of promis
that are never fulfilled. 3
The tactics adopted by the “inner group” in relation to 2K
and the “Labor Daily” prove the fact of their fear of the rar
and file, firstly because they wanted to gain complete contri
and monopoly of all means of agitation at the disposgl of tl
labor movement in order to secure the dominance of their facti
by using them in the unserupulous manner the “Labor Dail
has been used to attack opponents of the “ipner group” witl
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Party. The truth of this contenti,

t the policy of 2KY has at all tip, “companies.” A “company” was to be formed to control 2KY,

hat the .A:L,P, was given time on i) consisting of two “Labor Daily,” one A.L.P. executive, and four

s, according to the statement of q‘,' Labor Council directors. At this moment, the “inner group’
secretary, to the value of no less “‘I’ still believed it had a majority on couneil, so that the control
group” wanted 2KY, because the 3 fos ; would actually have meant that of seven who were prepared to
A accede to the wishes of the “inner group” and annex the station

tion, the growing militancy would «

7, and also partly because the station from the Labor Council. Two thousand pounds was to be added

cial success. In t b to the capital of 2KY from some “inner group” source. Ju
the growing opposi{liins if(f)let}:’i;aya-tthel‘ g Maloney at once ridiculed the philanthropy of this offer, pointing
’ﬁlE'“Lahar'Daily”' e resulg itorial ar out that £2000 was being offered for a station of a potential
¥ Of that policy from the di ”}E tmh(‘ 5 value of up to £100,000. This, then, was the proposal on which
B atoption of & policy b t}llrec O]ra?l? 0 the Labor Council deliberated for months. ‘
th the growth of militant i enan The tactics of the “inner group” and its agents during this
Y nt sentiment amon struggle were as reprehensible as anything in the long record of

. The aim 4

- ruling Langw?:c;[iirzioﬁl %IéetOf feuning the opportunist intrigue and corruption which has cursed the labor

tage in the inevitable fight B 0 scour movement in this country. The “inner group” certainly is @

and against the g di ght against their own worthy successor in this regard to its predecessors, whom it =
; REERsngniiuence of the Com- destroyed, the “Bailey gang.” Attempts at bribery were alleged, =8

' i continuous intimidation of delegates; tricky motions that said
%ﬁzﬁti‘% Eﬁeaglﬁive Eihese R Do the one thing and meant another were introduced; and McNamara -
antagonism amon and file, a clear recognition of - and Kelly and their clique earned the contempt of all and sundry
:?%ﬁon of powerful g of unionists and even by the frustration of Council’s business over a long pv_rmd and

ul union leaders, erstwhile supporters the miserable artifices they employed to frustrate the will of the s

majority of the affiliated unions. These tactics were hoomer= 3
to open the eyes of numbers of

xplains the unscrupulous methods adopte angs, and assisted considerably

s Sod the Labor Council with DBOPIIJE (()if thIen t;gz delge'g.ates to the fact that there was more behind the preciouSs

o ara and also with honest A L.P.-ers,-who in the first co-ordination than met the eye, with the consequence that thes

of the fight imagined they were being sent on to the minority at the %ime of the council election rapidly became &

to “clean-up” the past maladministration that has been majority and increased until it became an overwhef!.mm z

e -1;-1 connection with 2KY. These workers, after havin majority, which at last rejected in its entirety thr_a ) inner
m mnrtdeaﬂy outlined to them, in many cases later beg-r group” “cp-ordination” proposal, amended the rules of Cousig

f the féjé)oreafé @{19 pg love retaini_ns 2KY under the aegis to prevent any tampering with 2KY in the future, and ﬁnal
before a certai cil and the trade union movement. But not elected a committee composed of those most strongly OppOSEE
- a certain amount of damage had been done i ? W et a1 lled J. S. Garden. -
of electing a reactionary executive, now comr L done in the way to ‘“‘co-ordination, jncluding the expelle " -
with the majority of 1 u-d:?"'mvmpletﬂy out of touch The proposals of the “inner group” in connection with T
election. The spectacle delegates, at the annual Council “Labor Daily” and the proposal to start a 18)5331?;1 ltfﬂjzzf irrlle‘:'

inessed of men, such as McNa- aper brought out even more widespread op X
b to Council, being pitchforked BT D ation 2KY. The proposal here was to 15878 20,000 8
e ﬂ%ﬁfeﬂld&nts, J. Maloney shares and to alter the Articles of Association f)f the Y

' with Council, were re- Daily” Company. Opponents of this scheme pointed out tha
ew nothing about 24,000 of the original “Tabor Daily” shares had not yet Dee
in Council’s work. jssued, and that the conditions of the new issue meant that Su€
rdination” plans were shares could be had on, say, a 34, call, carrying full voting riga

"ig ever for forming equal to the fully-paid-up shares held by the big unions.

 mara, with a week’s del
~on to the executive, wh
and J. Hughes, with a
- moved by the votes of the
- the issues involved and had ;

At the same time, th
- announced, and';he“mm
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whole scheme was therefore seen as one to outvote the pres

policy to perpetuity and to strengthen that control.

This proposal evoked great opposition, such union officials
0. Schreiber, president of the Union Secretaries’ Association
the Sydney Trades Hall, and E. C. Magrath, a “Labor Dail
director, lining up alongside the Miners, whose interests wo
involved by these proposals. Many examples of chicanery
double-dealing on the part of the “inner group” were exposed

An unscrupulous campaign of misrepresentation and fal:
charges was opened up in the columns of the “Labor Dail
against the officials of the most powerful industrial organisa
tions in the State. The officials defended themselves vigorousl:
by means of roneoed materials and through union journals. The
tactics adopted by the “Labor Daily” editor (McCauley) wer
as unscrupulous as anything that the capitalist yellow press
has produced: statements were distorted, false informa-
tion given out, undue importance given to the statements of
petty little heelers, the real issues and the real policies of those
attacked were entirely suppressed. McCauley utilised every
miserable trick that his long experience on the capitalist press
had taught him. The sooner he hies back whence he came,
the better it will be for the labor movement.
However, the “Labor Daily” directors’ plan was turned down
by a meeting of shareholding unions called by the Miners, to
~ the tune of 28,000 shares out of a possible 42,000. A formal

notice was sent to the shareholders informing them that the

proposal had been dropped. But the pseudo-smart tactics of the
“inner group” of Lang and his advisers know no limits. A day
or so later, a number of union officials, carefully selected, other
than, for the most part, the 26 who had signed the manifesto
against the so-called co-ordination, were suddenly summoned to
the awful presence of Lang without any knowledge of what was
to be discussed or who else was invited, and there Company No. 2
was born, this time to found a Sunday paper to be called the

. “Express.” At the time of writing, the whole thing is shrouded
~ in as much mystery as its creators can envelope it.

Every union leader and the rank and file have expressed
. themselves as favorable to the proposal for a Sunday paper, but
. despite this the Lang group will not take the masses into their
- confidence nor approach the big unions for support. They have

endeavored to split the unions, and h - :
number of officials of unions to ave succeeded in getting a

lend their names to th sed
Company, not of those 26, however, with the exeeptionpollj’r%ggik.
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i s Union, who signed the manifesto against “co-
girfi}r;&;t?(fr?.ww?}?eUattempt to w_(:aken union co_ntrul over th%
“Labor Daily” has definitely f_al_led, and th'(f_ big maJr:n,t‘,y od
shareholders are still in opposition to the “inner group E:.I]rl‘
their plans, and the “inner group” views the 'c_i.pp}“u_ach of the
election of the Board of Directors with great .mlsglvlr.l[.{..h £

The committee of seven representatives of the shareholding
unions has now issued a manifesto 1:0mt_mg out that the il)rr‘tr’ll?-
tion of a new Company is unnecessary. They 'L}err}aml that 3
Sunday paper be issued by the ‘_‘Labur Daily” Company, an
controlled by the shareholding unions. 2 .

Observers are of the opinion t’l,lat the_ ‘inner gmu‘g) 11‘
prepared to divert all “Labor Daily ad\'er‘tlsmg to t'htf,,_ u;:{ ay

or. if started, and hand over to the “Labor Daily” s :’;“?'
it ined 3 f the “inner group” 18
holders a ruined concern. The motto of up”
“Rule or smash,” according to these critics. And the (.w]."ﬁnge :
tends to confirm such a view. However, adw};uate 'S'%lemt:?rlmify v
taken to prevent such a development. The fight \&‘1_ 1¥1 ri‘@ordé
and the “inner group”dis (_expected t? l)it;)ti]ak all previous re
se, trickery, and misrepresen a § gk
¥ afu;sattt:re ofythe struggle around “CO“?rdm,at}fmd)"V‘i].; tkﬁz
developments in connﬁctioel w1t}_11 thglf;.‘;egoini. (,Sf t;liieLHPljateS,
9KY issue on the Labor Councll. e .mup_” o
Garden, as is well known, charged th_at"t‘ne_ 1r{ner g " a0
ial ¥ Daily” editor) favored a
especially McCauley (the “Labor 1y i o S
scist Italy, and had endeavored to bring p
iﬁ:citﬁ gachésderal 3members to Uflferﬂalm (ﬁm‘i::'r::nPtaglrila;r?::f

i Inrine the sanctions debate in the Lank a Pari 4
g:llﬁioﬁ:;lﬁ% was denied, it was in jaccord with the fu]luifﬂiszg :
“Labor Daily” on the Abyssinian issue and the aktkignrank ang
in suddeniyvannouncing, \\'ithout_authorlt}-‘ ﬁ_’o‘m e ol
1ﬁle or even the A.L.P. executive, an antl.gaimt};zn:ugstiona'
Garden maintains his ck;{arge_, ar;cl!]epoiit;bg;lt[‘;aﬁv” P oy

’ S n : s e .
an_s“éereg :gle:h:drlr\lii't}tléd ast E}.lebe that lengthy dlSCUSSlUnht.‘ha
s l'ee that he was not satisfied with the aljg}lm;.ent bh
ﬁ:ﬁgnpfgif’, organiser) and McCauley at (“anh;llé“\l n}é}very _

uested a discussion with the executive 1n Sy tihié'point 2
gi[ilﬂg goes to prove that Garden’s statem(‘entg Utr}}]at ;the pe

ubstantially correct. Garden also chalg? 2 the lack i
Zmﬁp” was opposed to A.L.P. umty andchdEel;lgwntwl e
democratic procedure il’}l) the present-day A.L.t-

New South Wales A.L.P. alsion, anddl

The “inner group” threatened Gardﬁn \\éir?(!}u?}ﬂ ——
the name of ALP. president P. Keller
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and obvious opportunists, who regard, not the world, but th
Jabor movement, as “their oyster.” 3

Page 8

which are the midwives of war and l"am:i;maf and the oppressors
. . . of all toilers, from office and the specuring o governments more
But this anti-Communist campaign, in similar fashion t« flviilral:;}: 5’, the wur'lt:’ing-ula;-;:-: maovement, The Communist
previous ones launched from the same quarter, broke down be- Party raises the glogan of “Down with the Lyons Government”
cause it was based on the shifting sands of-lies and misrepre- and sets itself the task of being the chief organiser of the cams
sentation and sponsored by a corrupt cligue. The Communist paign for their removal, No amount of misrepresentation will
Party does not strive to establish “minority dictatorships” in ohecure that fact. The “inner group's” misrepresentations were
the ?abm‘ movement or elsewhere. Marx and Engels, Lenin and particularly erude in face of the actions of the Communists in
§tahn have taught that the revolutionary proletai'ian movement France and Spain, a8 it is known to wide circles that the ’f:nm-
is the “movement of the gigantic majority in the interest of the munist Parties were the best organigers, a8 well ag the initiators
gigantic majority.” (“Communist Manifesto.”) of the People’s Fromt, which realised such excellent election

The Soviet Government is the most democratic in the world, achievements. They said that the strike movement, was a0 at-
Lenin taught, based as it is on the alliance of the workers and tempt of the French Communists to embarrass Leon Blum,” 8

peasants, the overwhelming majority in society. The toilers which is obviously in (;on?,!rwl!(:tlr)n to all of the known 1fw:t;é _
established their own class dictatorship, the dictatorship of the the menace of war and Fascism, espe eeially, which !:-;l. ‘,’ ﬁad i
proletariat, of the vast majority, which dictated its will to the formation of the “People’s F ront” after a united ””P" D s it
tiny minority of overthrown exploiters, whose counter-revolu- successfully been aceomplished h(:'l.-,‘n‘iﬁ:'!'!. the l‘rw'nr: Jf 1;:'”; - k:
tionary struggle was directed at re-establishing the yoke of the and Communists, However, fhe mass ¢ Jevel ‘;i!f_f j,”,', el o A4 again
exploiting, parasitical capitalist minority on the neck of the in France soon convinced the “inner £ro00 ,ih'i' '-1::;'5.“':1 ,M,,,)d

great toiling majority. Yet McCauley & Co. shed tears over “picked 2 loser,” 80 this witch's 1,a:it.:] ﬂ.?;‘; I'd« .a‘.;;“ljulu.‘.l;f W:;’;:w £
the fate of the Tsarists, whose stranglehold on the Russian The Communists $opl the rongv’ 2 }11: Jl; ‘m“, r::r;- for itH |
people was broken; let them weep for the fate of the Spanli-h in order to give the Wurkjl'l.ﬁ{-l‘.]a.hh m{:‘..‘{{?"n ‘;a: J\:-"‘n;_;r.!‘n o
parasites, whose ruthless exploitation is menaced by the estab- further development. But 1.h:: ‘}u. " i ,'.1’\,' as well as thell
Yishment of proletarian rule in Spain. Let them bewail the fact honest left-wing elements in the _"d.‘)‘}:ﬁr 1 . o o
that cannon-manufacturers and Tsarist hangmen were sup- Communist Party and the workers, is U4 WUFICIR iy clanl
pressed by the iron rule of the revolutionary people. All govern- ter of this g:;«,»{,r_nrru:m_ Does the A 11 ? ; 5 r;;an'iémiti’
ments and states are dictatorships of one class over another want a Federal Government of Y od s A amous Premiersl
even if in some capitalist countries this stern fact is obscur;fri type, which introduced gmd unp!f;m::s: ,:::’1#,".:;':(;; P.::;J; s pp
B by 2 facade of democratic trimmings, Their talk of “minority Plan, which forgot all its promises ;,Jy.-jf:]i-- nk ‘r‘-y,r:drhmmt
| ictatorships” was singularly ill-timed, as it eoincided with the it achieved office? No, most EEPI 0 Y entday working
moment when the new Soviet Constitution’s draft was an: this character d,:':,.: not fill the bill of the prese ) .
nounced, a demoeratic constitution which rpasses ; clage requirements. 8 g &= wole <
capitalist constitution, a constitution which m a S leos And this raises the question of g ‘tm:i ‘h]:::_“r o, “W
P society, an economic as well as political demoeracy. In its 10(-3-';1 sharpest form. Recently Mr. L‘:ai-.!‘f.l‘ I'f}"v. 12 ._“J }'):,-i- -
 application, ie., that the trouble around 2KY and the “Labor should Lang go? He has always been 2 ighter Jut ry

. " T 7
Daily” was caused, not by “inner up” unscru - i fight? When threatened by Governor f'm!—v.':’
manvism, but by the desire of the %unism top“embm li.l:il:ma k;?ignﬂigthe wage-cuts? No, he himsell .-“"”."’,..i'r’f.“ .{1;:,,;2
“minority dictatorship” in the NS.W. labor movement (whiek last term of office the railway v.'urk-,—r-; a!J;sz; 3 ”: ot
j= perticularly brilliant coming from Lang, who is the “inner by 36 per cent.; there were fikewise cuts for 1He !".-ﬂ,,f yote
mup’:—;" dictator within the A.L.P.], ’ﬂ]‘u m was shown ;‘mhli(. F!‘.'f“-'a'dﬂ‘.ﬁ, for all W,",i-‘),’lﬁ of the ~.r'-r;!é:::!|-‘.y I,J:J:{! .1"’
%o be nonsense by the Commiunist Party’s official announcement the Premiers’ Conference when he was St00 - i,{'fu?j..., e
that none of its members would be candidates for cither the Federal pensions cut of 125 per cent, on penRot . n :
Committee £20 000,000, and then exempted WIOOWE 1% ...”‘:}‘. oy b,

ar gt T .P. wWar !f, ’
Smounting to only £60,000 per Ye& This 2 erity in Langll
to deceive the masses had there been 20V 7 " ts im:ﬁ
this issue he would have fought the Federal cuts
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siding over the session of the Premiers’ Conferen :
greed to them. He would, had he been a fighter, |
e landlords on the evictions issue instead of sending the police
aid the landlords. He would not have increased the wagge ta
1/-, but would have made the wealthy pay. b
ghe;e does %ang fight ?

e has ruthlessly crushed personal opponent as
ught hard on the 2KY and “Labor Daily” igéjues, h:.hagH Eougﬁ?

d against opponents within the Labor Party and unions, he
fought hard to establish and maintain his dictatorship over
Labor Party. He thus is seen as a determined fighter for
ie personal domination of J. T. Lang and the furtherance of
: Dﬁn n}xlterests. When it comes to a real fight for the work-
E iaﬁli aleldleglx:s this to the Communists, to the unionists, to

- The achievements of the People’s Front Gover i
ance, partial solutions as they are and only miles‘éonlgsnillllt tﬁg
d to the Socialist goal, at the time show we Australian work-
s how far the past “‘orthodox” A.L.P. governments fell short
what a really workers’ government could and should be. That
why the Communists must do everything to aid and assist
the honest and left-wing elements in the Labor Party in their
'struggle, in order that the subservient, time-serving fype of
L.P. politicians shall not be at the head of the next Labor Party
' Government to disappoint the masses and encompass the break-
- up and downfall of the government, as they have done on so
many previous occasions. The Communists are for the united
front in this fight against Lyons as part of the fight against
~war and Fascism and for the improvement of the standard of
living of the working class and small farmers. The “alliance
" of the Communists with the capitalists to prevent a Labor Go
_ernment” is as pure a fiction as anything that Edgar Wa]la;:
ttempted in that line. The running of Communist candidates
~and the Party’s independent campaign does not weaken the
- united front, but of course strengthens it, as the energy and
. policy of the Communists will attract to the polls thousands of
- workers who otherwise would not trouble to vote, such is their
* disgust with past Labor Government performar'mes ~An ex
~ exchange of preferences precludes any worker’s vot;e oin, t-
.~ the capitalist parties. The Communist Party suggests 31'19 gt_ 2
~ tions for an election pact, which could meet any other ob'e(%:coi =
- that might be raised. The Communist Party supports %h im;?;
~ wing in the Labor Party, because the present “inme f
- and Lang leadership, barren of any policy that 7 grouﬂe_
‘masses, endangers the chan inni at appealy SLK

' ! ces of winning the i i
2 barrier to the further progress of the gl.abor zenl?:?el?mn:ﬁt its 1;

=
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whole; it is the most reactionary section of the labor movement,”
the bitterest enemy within the labor movement of the united
front, and consequently has the responsibility of preventing the
healing of the breach in the workers’ ranks and eventually
establishing one all-embracing working-class party in Australia.

The fight within the N.S.W. labor movement, for the nonce
centring around 2KY, the “Labor Daily” and Garden’s expul-
sion, is therefore seen as being but the outward expression of a
fundamental inner process of the labor movement, striving
towards a really working-class policy and towards a Socialist
programme. That is why the Communists have given every sup=
port to those who in one form or another find themselves in-
volved in the struggle against the present control of the N.S.W.
Labor Party. The results so far have an extraordinary bearing
on the future of the united front and of the working class.
The friendly collaboration that has been established, and
the fact that the Labor Council, the Miners, A.R.U.,, Printers,
and other of the big uniong, together the decisive leader-
ship of the trade union movement, are united on these issues,
is of the utmost importance and something that must be main=
tained at all costs, as they must determine the future policy of
the labor movement; the Langs and McCauleys are only the
straws floating on the stream. These great industrial organi- =
sations, acting in unison, will ultimately decide the future. That 8
is why the present co-operation must be maintained at all costaas
And the Communists are and will do everything to bring aboufs
the necessary revival of the labor movement, fighting for the
united front, co-operating in honest, comradely fashion with alls
that is good and sincere in the A L.P. and for the strengthenings
of the trade union movement.
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Ernst Thaelmann Fifty Years Old
By WILHELM PIECK

Ernst Thaelmann will be fifty vears old on the sixteenth o
April. There is hardly a corner of the world where the nan
(_Jf the imprisoned leader of the Communist Party of German
is not uttered with warmth and emoticn by all workers an
friends of peace angd liberty and where his release is not insi-
tently demanded. Ernst Thaelmann, whom the bloodthirsty
hangmen of the German proletariat have already kept in prisn}.
for three years, whom they are torturing and ill-treating, has
become the symbol of the struggle against war and Faseisrr{ the
strulggle for Socialism, all over the world. E
3 t was a long journey, rich in sacrifice and struggle, th
Hamburg docker, Ernst Thaelmann, had to make bgforé ilea‘;::gl\i
to be the ereat leader of the producing masses of Germany and
one of the most popular leaders of the Communist International.

: As the son of a class-conscious worker organised in
c1al—Democ1:at1c' Party, Ernst Thaelmann carneg into ghe Sglz?alsigt
movement in his early youth. He was hardly sixteen years old
when he joined the Social-Democratic Party. The indigent cir-
cumstances of a proletarian family drove him very early into
the drudgeljy of capitalist exploitation. These circumstances
prevented him from following the well-meant advice of his teach-
egs t]}:gt this talented working-class boy should continue his
education. ]

Ernst Thaelmann began his independe i i
ence as a porter in the Hamburg dCIl]CkS. n%srl?[}:gaéngnt:ixmi;
America as a coal trimmer, and worked as a daily la.l::‘cn"ef-J on
American farms. Thus the international character of capitalist
exploitation was hammered info him in early youth—but at the
- same time it taug}‘)t'hlm the militant life of the international
- working class. Arriving back in Hamburg, he devoted his whole
~ energy and all his spare time to work in narty and tradéL union
After a heavy day’s work and an evening spent in the servicé
of the organisation, he voraciously read and studied the Socialist
{ literature. At first his activities were mainly in the trade unilt;sn
- field. Very soon his work for the organisation, his personal
~ courage, his self-sacrifice and the successful wa},,f in which l?
.:l.stood up for the workers’ demands, won him the conﬁderfc ‘;
;th:d workers. They elected him to the local executive of t; :
~ trade union, they sent him four times as delegate to th i
ess of the Transport Workers’” Union. And alread; inetltl:g;:

' it was one of the leaders of reactionary Hamburg Social-Demo-
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days Ernst Thaelmann began his open and determined fight
against opportunism.

In Hamburg, Germany’s largest city serving international
trade, all the shady sides of the capitalist system were in evi-
dence in their most blatant forms. Besides the strata of lahor
aristocrats corrupted by colonial surplus profits, it was the cir-
cumstance that Hamburg was the seat of a number of central
trade union and co-operative institutions with their large
bureaucratic apparatus which, more than anything, supplied a
firm foundation for opportunism. Among other things it is also
noteworthy that after the Revolution of 1918 these opportunist
elements in Hamburg became the representatives of the most
reactionary and right-wing opinions in Social-Democracy. In
order to indicate their attitude, it is empugh to mention that

cracy (Sarendorff) who replied to the united front proposals
of the Communists before Hitler’s assumption of power with the
provocative statement that he would ten times rather go with
the bourgeoisie than once with the Communists.

In the struggle with these reactionary elements in the work-
ing class movement Ernst Thaelmann became an uncompromis-
ing fighter for revolutionary Marxism. -

When the slaughter of the nations began, and opportunism
went over with banners flying to the camp of chauvinism and
imperialism, the revolutionary worker, Ernst Thaelmann, did
not waver one minute. From the very first days he fought =
resolutely against the war policy of Social-Democracy. In the s
first few weeks of ‘the war he was ordered to the f;"ont. ‘As .
an internationalist he set out to enlighten the troops, clr(;ulatmg
illegal leaflets and newspapers and making a stand agamst the
brutal treatment of the soldiers by Prussian militarism. For
this he was deliberately victimised by the officers and given thes
most dangerous duties in the front line. Even from the trenches s
he kept in close touch with the illegally operating Hamburg 0D=
position. Together with it he joined the Independent Socm:l- ;
Democratic Party. After the outbreak of the‘Revelutlon in
November, 1918, Ernst Thaelmann fought in the tnremost.rank_
of the revolutionary workers against the counter-revolutionarys
troops which Ebert and Noske had sent to crush the workers:
of Hamburg and Bremen. The revolutionary workers of Ham=
burg, who recognised Thaelmann’s person_al courage and darmg-;_
elected him to represent them in the City government of the
port. It was due to him that out of the 42,000 members of the’

Tndependent Social Democratic Party’s organisation in Hang
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. burg, 40,000 declared their allegiance to the principles of (l
. Communist International.
R After the Party, following the defeat of the German prol
tariat in 1923, had devastatingly settled the opportunists, Ern
Thaelmann, as one of the most popular left-wing leaders, w:
summoned to the Central Committee of the Party, where he ver
soon rose to be leader of the Party. Under his leadership, th
~ Party quickly and definitely rid itself of the ultra-lett group o
.~ Ruth Fischer and Maslow, whose pseudo-radical, fatal polic
had done immense harm to the mass-influence of the Party
threatening to isolate the Party from the masses.

With the help of the Communist International, he welded all

the healthy and valuable forces of the Party in the leadershij
and in the organisation as a whole into an iron phalanx, which
first flung the Trotskyist gang out of the ranks of the Party,
only later to cleanse it with equal thoroughness of the Right
opportunists and conciliators.
To all of us in the leadership, and fto every single Party
comrade, Thaelmann became a model of revolutionary loyalty
and devotion to the Communist International, the World Party
of Lenin and Stalin. He taught us absolute devotion and pas-
sionate love for the Soviet Union and for our great leader Stalin.
Thaelmann never wavered on this question. At the October
Conference of the C.P.G. in 1932, he addressed the following
words of warning to the Party: .

«There were sometimes in our own ranks comrades who
thought themselves cleverer and more capable of judging
various questions than was done in the definite decigions
of our World Party. Here I stress with the greatest
emphasis: our relations with the Comintern, {his close,
indestructible, firm confidence between the C.P.G. and the
C.I. and its Executive—this is one of the most important
results of the inner development of our Party, the inner-
political struggles and disputes in the past and of the
higher political maturity of our Party generally.”

A The latest war-provocation by German Fascism recalls to
~ our mind Thaelmann’s passionate struggle against war, against
. Fascism, for an international understanding among the. nations
~ particularly between the working masses of Germany an(i

France. Under Thaelmann’s leadership the Communist Party of
~ Germany resolutely took over and resolutely continued the mili-
 tant policy of the Spartakus-Bund against the Treaty of Ver-
‘gailles. In contrast to the criminal war-policy of the German-
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TFascists, however, the policy of the Communist Party is founded
on international solidarity among the nations, on peaceful under-
standing between them, on the alliance of the working class of
the whole world. This attitude was forcibly expressed by Thael-
mann at that historic mass meeting of the French workers in
Paris, at which he had to appear illegally because the French
police tried to prevent him from attending. There Thaelmann
said:

“Fven more boldly and more courageously we shall hold
out our hands over frontier barriers to our militant comrades
in France, joining with them in fraternal solidarity in a fight-
ing alliance against the war-criminals and their accomplices.
We shall not allow the German and French workers to be
goaded again into mutual fratricide.”

The Bolshevist policy of the Communist Party under Thael-
mann’s leadership led to a steady, constant increase in its mass-
influence. At the elections to the German Reichstag in Novem-
ber, 1932, six million working people voted for the Communist
Party of Germany. The Party numbered more than 300,000
members, and it was fulfilling with ever-increasing success its
great historical task of preparing the working masses of Ger-
many for the struggle for and winning of Socialism.

The development of the Party to a mass-party with a vigor-
ous Bolshevist character was largely due to Ernst Thaelmann.
He was more than usually sensitive to the temper of the masses, i
especially the Social-Democratic workers. For this reason he
was accused by the group around Neumann of “running behind
the S.P.G. workers.” But Ernst Thaelmann’s work was any- =
thing but this. Quite the reverse: he tried to make the Socigl{
Democratic workers realise the necessity of the united front Ins
view of the rising wave of Fascism. He tried also, however, to @
create the conditions for this in the Party itself. At the _meet- 1
ing of the Central Committee on February 19, 1932, he said: _

“We say that the revolutionary united-front policy formss
the main link in the proletarian policy in Germany. Com-
rades, a formulation like that is one of great moment; wes
have chosen it on mature reflection.” :

And at the Berlin Anti-Fascist Unity Congress on July'lo 1
1932, Thaelmann said: “The question of the united front against
Fascism . . . that is the guestion vital to the German prole=s
tariat.” On the initiative of Ernst Thaelmann the “Anti-FasciSt
Action” was inaugurated by the Communist Party in May, 1932,5
bringing the Communist and Social-Democratic workers closer
together. And yet there were still present in the Party very.
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powerful sectarian inhibitions among the Communist worke)
against the united front with the Social-Demoeratic worke
chiefly caused by the struggle conducted againgt the Communi {
Party by the Social-Democratic leaders, especially the Social
Democratic Prussian Government, with the use of terrori
methods.
bt In these circumstances a number of grave errors were mad
- by the Party, to correct which, on the strength of experienc
- gained in the meantime, Ernst Thaelmann would naturally hav
k: ?act:ed with the‘utmost vigour if he had not been preventea fron
- doing so by his arrest. The most serious error was that the
g F.asclst menace was under-estimated and the main blow was not
" aimed at the Fascist menace as it became more and more clearly
. manifested. ;

"~ On the bold initiative of Comrade Dimitrov, the Seventh
- World _Congress decided to divert our tactics to the creation of
the united front and the People’s Front, and set the Communist
- Party of Germany, in view of the altered situation in Germany,
' the special tagk of revising its relations with Social-Democracy,
- so that the rapid creation of the united front should become
- possible. ;
~ The working masses in town and country are beginning to
revolt against their Fascist oppressors, although under the
“severe fterror this result takes at first the simplest forms. The
tasks facing the Communist Party of Germany in such a situa-
on are great and fraught with responsibility. Now is the time,
. spite of the Fascist rule of terror and the suppression of all
ree expression of opinion in Germany, to counteract the mass
auvinist infection and to rally all available forces for the over-
row of this mad rule of the war-mongers, the oppressors and
urderers of the working people of Germany. It is necessary
unite quickly and boldly all the opponents of the Fascist rule
terror against all reactionary attempts at sabotage and
inst all sectarian inhibitions; but above all to heal the split
in the working class and to lead the Communist and Social-
' Democratic workers together into a united fighting front.
" The C.P.G. lives on and is working despit
sacrifices it has to make under the Fgcistptei'r?;e t;ilge}lllgt?c:li%
struggle, full of sacrifices, which tens of thousands of Com i
pists and revolutionary workers are waging at the cost fT;ll !
" lives of thousands of _their best, has shown that th F? i (t
. terror and the reformist policy of capitulation wer feblo ¢
'demoralliﬂsifh% rang(s of the proletariat. The fact tﬁa:;loifhzbéi to
i ist Pal as been : ’ ra Im-
mun t v successful in this is due primarily to the
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heroic cadres raised by the Party under Thaelmann’s leadership.

For more than three years Thaelmann has been lying in a
Fascist gaol. During all this time it has only been possible once
__through the workers’ delegation from the Saar—for the pro-
letariat to establish personal contact with Thaelmann, The
Fascists allowed the visit on that occasion in order to confuse
the workers of the Saar, because they thought that the long
period of terrorism in prison would have cowed Thaelmann and 8
that he would not dare to speak openly to the workers. But =
Ernst Thaelmann bade farewell to the workers in these words: =
“T have been and I am being tortured! Greet the workers of
the Saar from me as I would greet them!” With that he showed
that the brutalities of Fascist imprisonment could not break his
revolutionary fortitude.

The indictment against Thaelmann published the other day
is no more than a miserable declaration of bankruptcy on the
part of the Fascist prosecution. That explains why the Fascists
for three whole years have been continually postponing the trial ==
and now want to abandon it altogether. The latest report con= .
cerning Thaelmann’s fate should arouse the international pro- ==
letariat to the utmost vigilance. Thaelmann has been trans-
ferred from the custody of the remand authorities to that of &
the terrorist Gestapo gangs. This increases the mortal danger =
in which he is. But, on the other hand, in view of the publica~
tion of the indictment against Thaelmann, the present moment =
is also favorable for the struggle for his releake. If we succeed =
in raising a tremendous storm of protest throughout the fvorld,,.l
it will be possible to break down the prison walls and, as 1n the
case of Dimitrov, deliver Thaelmann from the clutches of thes
Fascist hangmen. The fact that Ernst Thaelmann has got to
spend his fiftieth birthday in the gaols of Hitler-Fascism 18 &
urgent reminder to the anti-Fascists of the whole world th
they must intensify to the utmost their campaign for the releas
of Thaelmann and the many thousands of imprisoned victims
of the White Terror. ; } -

We greet our Ernst Thaelmann on his fiftieth birthdays
Freedom for him and for all anti-Fascists!
national solidarity! Long live the joint struggle of the wque 'S
of the entire world under the leadership of our great Stalin fo!
peace and liberty for World Communism ! ,
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Australia’s Fights for Democracy, Freedon,
and Progress
By J. N. RAWLING

IX.—“Freedom’s Fight of '54.”
[Continued]

“We swear by the Southern Cross to stand truly by each
other, and fight to defend our richts and liberties.” 4

Such was the oath taken, nearly 82 years ago, by th nds
of diggers upon the Ballarat gold-fields. But ifgth’atydraglu; ac&il_
minating in the climax of Eureka Stockade on a December Sab-
bath morning in 1854, was played upon an obscure provincial
st?.ge, it was influenced by the dramas that were enacted in the
mighty theatre of all Europe in '48. From that arena of uni-
versal revolutlpn, from that epoch in which the proletariat of
the'old countries fought its last big battle for its bourgeoisie
against feudalism and began to be aware of its own historic
mission, thousands scattered all over the world. Many of them
came to Australia—amoeng them the bravest of spirits. From
Germany, from Italy, from Ireland—full of revolutionary spirit
and experience. These were the leaven that strengthened the
mass of the thousands gathered on the Victorian goldfields—
themselves men with spirit and hatred of tyranny and oppres-
sion. There were Irish amongst the slain and within the Stocl‘(-
ade: there were Germans, there were Italians, there were
- Frenchmen—all fresh from revolutionary battlefields or else
come from there to seek a new home here in a new land, away
from the age-long tyranny of Europe. : :

In August, 1851, the right of the governm i :
all gold on Crown lands was gazetted.g At theegztm?: Elﬁ?r;afzg
of 30/- per month was placed on every male on the goléﬁelds
In December that fee was doubled, and the goldfields passeci
under the dictatorship of a bullying Gold Commission and a wvil
lainous police. 1=
3 The excessive fee was, by 1852, unpa s
~ Council Committee claimed that one-1"‘1fthpc)1'!Y ?ﬁlehm;\e{;:glzlatlve
- ment. Only a lucky few could, however, afford to pa t?’l pfay_
. Non-payers were often maltreated—chained to trg ¥ . e fee.
~ ample. Those who did pay were equally hostile to fhs’ or ex-
~ment and its agents, for the boundaries of the G 1de govern-
~ sioners were ill-defined, and the bands of licence-h old Commis-
- cover the same ground, so that diggers would be éaﬂggelfgowilxg
| n
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or three times a day to show their licences—often having to
come up from shafts 100 to 150 feet deep!

“Picture to yourself a man working 120 or 130 feet
below the surface, and suddenly called up from his work
at the order of an autocrat in the uniform of a policeman;
dismissed if he had a licence; to be called up again within
the next half-hour by some other camp official; and, if he
dared to say a word, arrested and marched to the Camp,
locked up the night with felons, and fined the next morning
£2/10/- for insolence to an officer in the discharge of his
duty. If he had no licence, or if he had left the talismanie
document in his tent, it was all the same—away he went
to the lock-up; or, if not able to pay, was kept in prison
for four months in company with felons and thieves.”

That is how Vern, who took an active part in the insurrec-
tion, describes the treatment to which the Diggers were sub-
jected by the police in their hunt for licences. And here is the
testimony of C. Rudston Read, a Government Commissioner:

“Tp ask a man quietly whether he had a licence was
quite out of the question: it must be accompanied by some
low-life expression, making, of course, respectable men in-
dignant, and if they remonstrated they would handeuff
them and swear they resisted them in the execution of
their duty. I have myself had to check men when taking =
a party out on duty, and if such occurs before officers what ==
will they do at other times."”

Again, Henry Brown, in his “Victoria As T Knew It,” tells
of a scene that he himself witnessed:

“Qur conversation was interrupted by cries of ‘Police!
Police!” and in all directions 1 saw diggers suddenly take
to their heels and scamper. Looking round I beheld a large =
body of troopers, spread out like a fan, and gradual_ly driv= ;
ing back the flying diggers upon a body of foot-police, who-
were steadily marching along the road. In their mldgt_
were several miners, some of them in handecuffs. As thig
body of men drew near, the commotion and exmtemgnt
increased. There was a desperate look of exasperation
upon men’s faces, and they hooted and yelled, shoutm
Joe! Joe!” Every moment I expected a rush and a rescue
The police, supported by the cavalry, marched steadily ongs
and it was evident that any attempt to rescue the prisonerss
would be useless. The whole countryside had by this time

taken alarm. Men were running as if for their lives, smd.fI
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the police seemed to cause as much commotion as da
entrance of a ferret into a rabbit warren. All my o
to get an explanation from my own party were in

Their faces told the same tale of compassionate o
ment as those around, but, to my surprise, their ton
gave no utterance to their anger.”

The diggers were to be considered, so the policy of the |
ernment was, as little more than criminals, as the scum of
earth. But, according to the testimony of contemporaries—*h:
hostile and partisan—it was the police that were the scum
the earth and (this is quite obvious to anyone who understa
human nature and society) the diggers were, with the usual f
exceptions, quiet and industrious men. The fact that they we
where they were—the majority thousands of miles from the
homes—betokens a spirit of sturdy independence and plenty o
backbone. The police, however, were mostly men of low type—
many being the “pick” of that bunch of criminals transported
to Tasmania (not for political offences), who were promoted to
be gaol warders over the others. Just the sort of men who
would be welcomed by a reactionary government to try to keep
independent men in subjection, and in turn would welcome the
opportunity to exercise their brutality and to make money in
the process. For the general consensus of opinion of all con-
temporary writers—and plenty of proof is forthcoming—was
that the police were quite openly corrupt. And the supreme
example of the brutality was furnished on the day of the attack

upon the Stockade—they even bayonetted the wounded as they
lay helpless!

The question arises in this and in similar cases, how far are
the powers that be responsible for the deeds of their agents’
It is useless for the apologists of tyrannical authority to blame
. the agents and exonerate the sanctioning body. Here was no
~ unfortunate episode arising from the sins of a handful of police.

~ It was a class struggle in all its naked reality. As we pointed
~ out in last issue, the coming of the diggers heralded to the

- squattocracy of Victoria the coming of democracy. That squat-
. tocracy was determined to keep political power from the diggers,
~and from the working class generally, and to keep the diggers
~ in a condition of perpetual slavery. They were to work and
suffer and starve—virtually as slaves of the squatters’ govern-
‘ment—and to be mulcted, the majority of them, of more monev
‘than they earned. That was the ion—and the e ament
in Melbourne was prepared to use whatever methods and instru-
ments it could in (_u'der to att‘.amitsm police and their

> They were
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hods that could be employed in order to try an
z}r}gr::): ]g f?g p(:aos{ale—just as the Black and Tans were the onh‘r;
force that could have been used in the l_(1nd of wax:fare tha
Lloyd George wanted to wage upon the Irish people sixty yearg
later. I i
ht at the Eureka Stockade was not a mere flas
theTslafn.ﬁgNor was it unrelated to the happenings on the _othe;
fields. It was, on the contrary, really the culminating point ;)
the diggers’ movement, which spread over lthe whole ﬁe}d. In
Bendigo the first Miners’ Union in Australia was organised In
1853—the Bendigo Gold Diggers’ Union. The diggers there de-
manded that there should be “no taxation without representa-
tion.” and scorned the offer of Governor Latrobe to appoinf one
of tilem to the Council. They de;-nandfed }:hel_fran_chxfse, i.orel%r/e-
i arliament, the redugtlon of the licence fee L0/
:.enrtlitail:g:ecegsation of the collection of t‘nil ffe by }?ng(i: i;;)r\r:s:n
i f a demonstration of armed torce by ‘ i
megilzl iggedioggers unanimously refused to pay moredthan 1'0n/d
and i'nvited arrest. The government had to climb down, a
the fee was reduced to £Y pﬁert mnnﬁh ;JrfSa}gg ‘ygia;‘.;er vt
; lice were still to collect 1t, -huntingy
t'llB\lalfiéI:Eth ?mpo !Rt this time the population of Ballarat w:‘:l.a he
: ; 30 000‘ and 40,000. Reform committees a!}d league{b t\ge:
ﬁf)v::llt]ed a,ll over the fields. In June, 11854[,t Sir ;h%ﬂe‘tih]ei?- a:ti .
rdered the police to redouble ] -
i‘ilé%?d:r?d];grgzsbte}l iwoo days a week to hunting unlicensed
diggers. : . |
ggThen occurred the incident of ihetbum;qr:)%etl)fa%eﬁgﬁgrz tHofﬁle. 5
7 -convict, who kept an ¢ t. §
,Eegt}ikhﬂagazn(:}; a gang of bullies, who robbed of tfh;e;l[; %;);g 3
d? ers who went to the hotel and who put them oult I?l agietrate.-
if %ﬁey made a fuss, (b) the polic;, arédb(c)Bt-‘ﬁil(l;;cz s hiq. o
‘A di d Scobie was murdered by be i
A glggel’r;l:tm \gas the general indignation that the porlxmkfairimgl
a1?11']::Ate Dgewes, had to arrest hig&, but rfclleiizclil i'?g::i ‘0 : i . i
; t to “trial” before Dewes and aCquitttss . ors
wafi(:fo:fg};he diggers then found expression In antbrili HTE:"; ng;
Eslled together to give voice tp_the grownmii rLbebout .
rruption of the police authorities. A,crowt 10 8 burmed A
csznd lt)iiggers gathered around Bef}fleﬂ;t}?(iiigfment which Wil
the ground. The detachment of the e o, bt A
summoned to deal with the crowd did no )

and watched the hotel burned. Bentley escaped.

i ith the diggers and
ham was furious with diggere Sug
theGlglVi'l?{:?; g.lc&oa;'ities on the spot for their indecision
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sent a trusted.offic i
o AR g e er to the fields with another detachme
The day of the final di
gger-hunt was fast approaching
Notve_mber 29, 1854, ﬁfteqn thousand diggers 11'31]1]“;30‘:]};;1} t X
{)iu into effect the unanimously-carried decision to bl;l‘ g
tico?ce%nagﬁedfsflene? ofdremarkable enthusiasm and det(‘lrr;; :
: ollowing day, the discontent, whi iy
of the miners, the oppressive ta UL e
i % xation of them stant
E;(f);roca;itl\ée display of armed forces thfougha;)ll"ﬁ t?}fecc;z;:
i aillmb ;a :Iz:geg‘; recaen;g :10 a head in 8he determination to arl--
all, ecessary. On that morni
{)}gl(ice ‘l;fegan what was to be their last 1ic:ence-hurrl‘{1 lgg{’]e‘:‘gigil
b hs;_ men faced t}}em—with no licences! Th,ere wa B
E‘ ing, and the soldiers came to the aid of the polic E ES?“'
P lsm‘:ers were taken. The government had thrown 3. %
ga.u_tll‘l.‘l:.:;:3 \;r)glch the menhwere in the humor to take upowu ]
: - began a searc for arms. “Let each,” ;
f:lx;iia.rlm, ‘prqcure a piece of steel,” said Peter cL:;.]orw ltlﬁ S
a shy-appmnted Commander-in-Chief, “five or six i l? s
attached to a pole, and that will pierce the tyrants’ hl:agri:"]’mg

Lalor, of Queen’s Count

7 v, Ireland, Carboni A

I?ig,ha_?d ]others had held a Council of War?n;ncrlt at.?g:.'gll%alot

%orced 1‘;, pg ;tﬁz n‘go ]i:{;.d the diggters in the fight that had be:;
them. mass meeting end i i

Then the building of the stockade \fas I‘:)e‘;fr?dar}:cllsvzgpomtment

number of armed men totalled 500. o the

Demand was made for the release of the

31;-2 Ee‘g:eshogld Fbrﬂ_dno more licence hunts. ar%elf::g (111:;:11&233
R Lé.}or:v 1 lally, Pecem}:er 1, drilling began within thé
was making pikes?s &a(ﬁ;l%% Eﬁzt?{iwmle a German blacksmith
131 Tepﬁgltlcf and ‘31 declaration of indgggz?ie}:xacg ilé?isbojerfrgating
ag)r;s 2ol %gcllmsug‘le%' e‘gas there present the spirit of ’48 inm‘:n
country of the earth and resented tyranny in nearly ep :

3 ! very

Confidence that nothing would h

watsh part_o}f the cause of the undoinga!:)i}e?hgnditgh;egabb,ratb day
i mélt glldtespread lack of understanding of the Lhis, to-
o 8 e the had been taken and the fact that no proviei.
~ had B(;En tmz;1 e for 600 men from a neighbouring ﬁnu B on
9 ggwed_a the stockade and who, as a cong :s eld, who had
. Many diggers left the stockade for the oSt e e
. too, some who had succumbed to the and there left,
- Father Smyth to avoid violence. So that, w ions of the Rev

y When i

fless than 200 diggers were behind the bmagwqgi'gm dawned,

—
—
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The government forces numbered 276—30 troopers, 70
mounted police, 65 of the 12th Regiment, 87 of the 40th Regi-
ment, and 24 foot police. They advanced, their cavalry on each
flank, their infantry in the centre—good military practice! Spies
having informed them of the fewness of the defenders, the at-
tack was made at dawn. When the attacking force was about
150 vards away, a volley was fired from the stockade. Lalor
was wounded early. Seeing all was lost, he urged flight on the
others. Some refused until they had placed him in a shallow
hole and covered him. It was as well they did, for the body of
the German maker of pikes, for one, was found with fifteen
bayonet wounds in it received after death! Wounded were
killed as they lay in their agony; men surrendering their wea-
pons were shot in the act of surrender! Between thirty and
forty of the rebels were killed.

«“The Southern Cross’—flag of the short-lived “Republic of
Victoria”’—bit the dust, but the sacrifice and the effort were not
ih vain. The digger movement had results which marked the
complete capitulation of the government. Representation was
granted in the parliament that took the place of the old Legis-
lative Council.

Lalor, upon whose head, in 1854, a price had been set, was
returned unopposed for Ballarat West. On the fields, the licence
system was completely abolished. The day had passed when =
armed police terrorised the fields. Industrially, the miners =
gained all that they had demanded. Politically, they wiped out
of existence the old nominee and despotic government, and in =
its place there came the parliamentary system and an extension =
of the liberties of the subject—liberties that we are to-day again
faced with safeguarding. 4

The working class of this country can never forget those
who fought and died in Eureka Stockade, for liberty against
tyranny, for manhood against despotism, and for democracy
against autocracy. Let us keep alive the memory of those men
and of that day—December 3, 1854! 3

£

It is of interest and of importance in order to appreciate the
social nature of the Eureka revolt to read what was the view OF
it held by the contemporary press. For this purpose we cite t e
“Svdney Morning Herald” (representing the most reactionarys
interests in Australia and, moreover, aping the c?ndeqcendl :
tone of an organ of a suzerain State to its feudal inferior—Ltie
new Victorian colony), the “Argus” and the “Melbourne Hsral o
(both speaking for Melbourne conservatism), and the “Age™
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(voicing the democratic and liberal elements of th
of Victoria). of the populatio

The “Sydney Morning Herald” condemned the Diggory
Movement even before it knew anything of the fighting
Eureka. Speaking of the events of the week previous to th
ep_nsode at the Stockade and of the aims and objects of (h
Diggers’ Reform League, it had this to say:

“The Reformers, whatever may be their pretendd
_ob;ects, speak in language too clear for mistake—th:
fr}ends may translate it as a loyal remonstrance again
misgovernment, but to us it sounds like revolution. . .
Those who form a league to dispense with constitute
tnbunal_s_and pledge each other proteetion against lega
respongibility have proclaimed a Provisional Government.’
—“S.M.H.,”” 7/12/54.

The “Herald,” with true class instinct, characterised the
attempts of the Diggers to organise against oppression ‘and
unbearable tyranny as revolution. And so it was—it was a part
of the wider struggle for democratic Government that could
only come against the opposition of the class represented by the
“Herald.” [It is necessary to remember that news took a week
to travel from Melbourne to Sydney in '54—so that the “Herald”

of the above date—December 7—knew nothing of the events of
December 3.]

The “Herald,” in the same editorial, connected the troubles
on the ﬁe!ds with “riots” and the revolutionary movement
generally in England and Europe. It thus endeavored to
counteract sympathy with the Diggers by averring that the
“troubles” were caused by foreign agitators and disloyal ele-
‘ments from Britain and Ireland. For eighty-two years, at least,
~ then, the “Herald” has been blaming all our troubles on foreign

~ agitators and disloyal elements. How almighty must those
~ forces be! And how dumb and docile the ordinary Australians
~ and the loyal elements! But the “Herald” explanation has often
 played its part in causing a split in the ranks of the workers.
 After news had been received in Sydne i
~ BEureka, the “Herald” had this to say: vausw AT SRRULE ot

“Every loyal subject must rejoice in tﬁe 'C

pression of the Ballaarat insurgents; every .g;)::%p:n S;}Jﬁ

il R e
which yawned beneath them. The reb

such they were, extended their views beyond vthe""'?‘g’r{ii’f
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ances of a class, and proposed to establish a new empire!
A diggers’ empire! We imagine that the distressing
consequences of this first appeal to arms will satisfy the
working classes that it is not by such measures they can
redress their wrongs.”—“S.M.H.,” 13/12/54.

Not by such methods! But has it been by any other methods
than mass organisation and solidarity that the working class or
any other oppressed class has found amelioration of its condi-
tions and finally its emancipation from thraldom? As we wateh,
as we will in later articles, the class struggles of Australian
history and, especially, the big strikes of the last fifty years, we
shall see that it was solidarity and determination that won
vesults, and division and indecision that brought defeats!

On the following day, the “Herald” breathed fire and hatred
of the Diggers. It called for vengeance and attacked the
Lieutenant-Governor of Victoria (Admiral Sir Charles Hotham)
because he counselled “moderation” to the commander of the
military forces and stated that “public opinion would ultimately
be heard.” Firmness and the ignoring of the rabble was what
the “Herald” advised. Otherwise it saw danger for the ruling
class of Australia. Where shall we be if the workers begin to
organise? ‘Listen to this slice from a “Herald” leader:

“The conduct of the insurgents placed them without the
pale of law. They not only threatened but organised
rebellion; and yet the Government has to apologise for
an attack on their entrenchments, as if its powers were
not conferred for the special purpose of crushing system-
atic conspiracy [My emphasis.—J. N. R.], much more an
armed resistance. Every man who stood behind those =
barricades with arms in hig hands knew that he forfeited =
his life. . . ‘Public opinion,” His Excellency suggests! =
This has been the great bughear of His Excellency. He®
has looked for public opinion where others have e?cpef.'t_Ed
public ignorance, extravagance, and bombast. The mt:ermr-
leaders of the Melbourne public opinion hustle and jostle =
the worthy admiral, and keep him in perpetual alarm. . . .
If . . . the prevailing tone of the administration de.mands
respect, it is no business of a Governor €ven to notice the.
censure of spectators, or to compliment as ‘public opinions
the ignorant reproaches which drop from the mere
frothings of an excited agsembly.”—“S.M.H., 14/12/54.,

“The inferior leaders of Melbourne public opinion,” forg.ooth :“
This was no anti-Melbourne outburst. It was the voice Off
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reaction against the growing tide of democracy, of which 1,
Digger Movement was an advance wave!

. And what of Melbourne? There the voice _of democracy rang
. A monster public meeting expressed its sympathy wit)
the Diggers. A meeting called by the Government was a faili
The shots of Eureka found echoes in Melbourne which struck
fear into the hearts of the Government. It should be remcm
‘pered, as indicative of the amount of support and sympa |-

at was forthcoming for the Diggers, that Peter Lalor v
safely taken from Ballarat to Geelong by friends, although th
was a big price upon his head and that no jury could be found
to convict any of the arrested leaders who were brought to triul!
kil The Melbourne “Herald” was true to its namesake in Sydn:

- It urged, without avail, the populace to rally to the Governmen'
.~ meeting and to assure the Government of its support. And,
encourage the “loyal Britishers,” it also blamed the whole affa
on the wicked foreigners:

“Melbourne’s tens of thousands were as one man, an
Sir Charles Hotham might have yesterday proceeded to
Ballaarat with a mounted guard of armed gentlemen |']
such as never escorted British Governor before. They fell
the disgrace to the British name as a wound. . . . If
unfortunately, as we have been induced to suspect, these
outrages are fostered by foreigners for their private ends,
they may come yet to learn with a fearful force that ‘they
are reckoning without their Victorian Host.” ’—Melhournce

. “Herald,” 5/12/54. - i EN

The “Argus,” official organ of reaction, followed suit:

..“We have admitted foreigmers amongst us, with =«
liberality almost without precedent. . . . But they should
not meddle in our quarrels [Emphasis by “Argus.”]. . . .
Let them dig our gold and welcome, but they should abstain

from interfering in our national di Pt 3
4/12/54. e

- On the other hand, the “Age,” while repudiating violence
gave all its sympa_th¥ to the Dgéers, and voiced' itggggpfsitiol1
to the Government, It looked upon the two meetings as the test
and truly prophesied that the first would be a failure and tha!
 the second would, in no uncertain manner, express its solidarit:
~ with the Diggers against the Government, . ;

~ Thisiswhat it hadtosay; = =

.. “Two D“mic mﬁtmg& of thg WW iy y : .
s kg ‘ rt to
be held to-day and to-morrow, The first. we i ;liiccli'ict[ .
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will be a dead failure; because it is avowedly got up at
the instance of the Government, with the covert design of
inducing some of the more respectable citizens to join in
upholding and applauding its proceedings. Let the Govern-
ment be undeceived. . . . When peace shall be once more
regained, and there shall be time for deliberate judgment,
the citizens will reckon with the Government, Meantime,
they will not pledge themselves to support it; and they
will not organise themselves into bodies for the purpose of
filling the place of that expensive military force, which
should never have been sent out of Melbourne. They do
not sympathise with revolt; but neither do they sympa-
thise with injustice and coercion. They will not fight for
the diggers; but neither will they fight for the Govern-
ment. If the Government think differently, the experi-
ment of to-day will completely undeceive them.”—“Age,”
5/12/54.

[To be continued.]
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Improve the Lives of the People
By L. DONALD.

'ﬁ'EROUGHOUT the capitalist press statements are being m: |
that “prosperity is returning,” there is talk of “bette
es” The Melbourne “Argus” speaks of a “bright outlook ”
while the Melbourne “Herald” refers to ‘3 convincing recovery.’
1 Economists are speaking of how the depression “has been ma
tered,” while one of them goes so far as to say: “We can on
again breathe freely—the dark days of the depression are b
~ hind us.” s
There is rejoicing throughout the capitalist camp, even !
there is not universal optimism regarding the future, an
“general agreement that “all will now be well.” The tariff dec
sions and other indications show that the capitalists also realis:
that the crisis has not yet been left behind, that they cannot ye
follow the advice of the learned economist and “breathe freely.’
But they can well speak of “prosperity” and “better times” ;
they have jus‘tiﬁcation for rejoicing. Production is increasing,
profits are rising, dividends are becoming greater. Figures just
released by the Commonwealth Statistician for the year ended
June 30, 1935, show that the value of factory production has
increased from £111,000,000 in 1931-32 to £143,500,000; the
number of factories from 21,657 in 1931-32 to 24,211; the value
of factory, land, buildings, and machinery has also increased.
The value of factory output in Victoria has increased from
l£)9$1.g§8.617 1n.t19_31-32dt0 %_108.496,310 in 1933-34. The value of
uilding permits issued in Victoria has increas
in 1%?,11 to 5:1;;734,465 in 1934, vl
e growth of profits is shown in the followi
selected at random from various industries:uo]‘;é:g gf::fsz
(hosiery) showed a net profit for year ending June, 1935, of
~ £24,024, or 31 per cent. on total capital, despite the spending
- of a huge amount—=£13,000—on new machinery. ;
1 _penl::m?;}g:ls;) :n_dustnes the following is the position (profit in

COMPANY.
£ 1933.
Henry Jones Go-ogera.tive Ltd. o T.s? 12914 %gag

Hoffman Brick — 1.6 5.2

Kauri Timber .. 1.4 (loss) 2.8 5
7.1 9.8 10.8
7.3 9.6 10.6
5 5.7 105

re growing l‘1¢|ler parasitical
greater dividends, the small

, )
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up who control Australian economic life add huge sums to i
their already huge fortunes; luxury and wealth abound for the 5‘1

capitalist class. It is no wonder that their mouthpieces, the daily
press, their “economists,” etc., speak of “prosperity” and “better
times.” '

But what of the great mass of the people, the workers, farm-
ers, small business people, the overwhelming majority of Aus-
tralian families? Is there any return to “prosperity” “and “bet-
for times” for them? Is material progress giving them better
lives—better living standards, improved cultural and social well-
being, better health and the possibilities to better enjoy their
lives?

Let us examine the present conditions of the Victorian people
to secure an answer to this guestion,

The figures issued by the Commonwealth Statistician show
that the number in employment has increased from 336,658 in
1931-32 to 449,598 at June 30, 1935, or an increase of 112,940,
The total wages bill in 1931-32 was £55,900,000 and for 1934-35
£72,200,000. The capitalist press puts this forward as a “big
increase in wages.” But what is the actual position? A study
of the figures given shows that the average per employee from
the total wages bill was £174 .84, whereas in 1934-35 the average
was £169.34. Thus, while there has been a substantial increase =8
in the total wages paid, there has been a big decrease in the =8
average wages of all the wages-earners. .

The same process is reflected in the Victoria figures. In =
1931-32 the average for each wages-earner was £165, while by _
1933-34 it had fallen to £158. In considering these figures, it~
must be kept in mind that the years 1931-32 were the period of 4
the lowest depths of the crisis, and that the figures for produg-=
tion, profits, etc., all show a big increase over those for this
period. 4

The extent and nature of the rationalisation drive is reflected
in the figures of the Commonwealth statistician on woman and
child labor. The number of women in industry increased froms
117,000 in 1928-29 to 127,133 in 1934-35. The number of children
from 13,800 in 1931-32 to 26,300 in 1934-35. The increase 1
employment is to a large extent that of child and woman labo .
and considerably reduces the number of unemployed who ares
being re-absorbed into industry. The development of rationalis
sation and the mad quest for greater profits 1S increasing the
employment of children and women, because their labor is
cheaper than that of the men; it is wrecking the lives of t
children of the working class, who go from school into the bod
wrecking hells of modern capitalism; it maintains and increase
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R: standing army of unemployed. The evidence placed befor
Select Committee which investigated the 40-hours questiy,
in Victoria showed the terrible effects of rationalisation
speeding-up upon the working class.

For the workers there has been no return of the wage-cuis
filched from them from 1930 onwards, under the Premiers’ Pl
Financial Emergency Acts, etc. Despite the increase in produ
tion and rise in profits, requests for higher wages are refuscd
by the employers and their Arbitration Court. Figures given
previously show that the average wages are actually still being
decreased. The Victorian basic wage was £4/10/- in 1929 an
to-day it is £3/4/-.

In addition, the workers are subjected to a whole number o
attacks, which take a number of forms. An example is give:
from the McKay Harvester Works, Victoria, where the Arbi
tration Court has introduced 200 classifications, reducing skillec
to the level of unskilled, etc., with a consequent drop in wages.

The general conditions of the workers in industry are no
better to-day than in the period of the lowest depths of the erisis
—in some cases they are worse—and they are considerably
worse than in 1928-29. For the workers in industry the order
of .the day is rationalisation and speed-up, replacement by cheap
child and woman labor, direct and indirect wage-cuts, worsened
~ working conditions and health, and a lower standard of living.

The standard of life of the unemployed workers is, in many
respects, worse to-day than at any time previously. The Dun-
stan Government publishes figures from time to time with the
object of showing how it is “liquidating unemployment.” The
latest figures released by the Government show that there are
now 28,200 unemployed in Victoria. However, it is unfortunate
for Mr. Dunstan’s doctored figures that ther:a is such a thing
;;slb?ic(?ensus and that the census returns are available to the

The census returns show that on Septem
total number of unemployed in Victoria vgas 8%8(1)-030, El}iglﬁl;dghe
women and children, the figures of the Commonwealth gtatlilg
tician show that approximately 89,000 unemployed hav r
~ entered industry since 1931-32. For Mr. Dunstan’s fi ure rf >
~ be correct, 61,000 of these would have to come fro % bt

and only 28,000 from the rest of the Commdnw;éalthm g

Mr. Dunstan’s carefully doctored figures will not brin S abiout

decrease in the number of unemployed, but Mr. Dunstan’s

actions are bringing about a b 7
mployed who are receiving mi,gr ?.,m t';. t;ie number of un-

Under the Permissible Income Regulations tens of .

P oy
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of unemployed are denied any form of relief an
exist the best way they can. Thousands are f%rzgg t:c%rcgc()] :g
country camps for “relief work” three months in the year, irre-
g{)é&ﬁve of health, family difficulties, ability to do the work, ete

efusal to go to these camps meang removal from any form of
yelief. Those receiving relief are forced to work in return, and
in a number of cases are forced to carry out work which would
normally be done by full-time workers at trade union rates of
pay.

How do the unemployed worker and his family live? ‘The

gcale of unemployed relief is as follows:—

Single men Married men

Benevolent = e
Intermediate .. 10/- 17/-
Higher rate .. 16/- 27/-

In the case of families, 2/6 per week is allowed for each child.
The various categories are determined as follows:—

Those on the “Benevolent” are those classed as “unemploy-
ables,” which covers a larger and larger section of the unem-
ployed as the Government extends this method of reducing the
relief payments. The “Intermediates” are those who are
“eligible” for sustenance work and who are waiting for a call
for work. “Relief work” is provided in country camps, single
men earning 37/6 per week for three months and married men
award rates for the same period. Single men have to find their
own food and other necessities while in camp from their
“wages,” and married men are forced to maintain themselves
and a separate home. In addition, there is no payment for wet
weather and no opportunity to make up time lost in this way. =

The unemployed are supposed to receive issues of wood and =
¢lothing free. They are also supposed to receive rent assistances &
However, the clathes allowance is hardly worth the name, wood =
is 11 cwts. a week in winter, which does little more than cook =
meals, as the unemployed cannot afford pennies for gas. Before -
they get rent allowance they must be evicted, and then theys
must make up the difference between the 8/- allowance and the =
rent charged by the landlord. As it is difficult to get any sort =
of house under 12/6 or 15/-, the allowance is altogether inade- =

uate.
3 A married man with ene child would draw approximately =
£1/4/- per week on the average throughout the year. From
this he must pay from 4/6 to 7/- per week above rent allowance, =
leaving at the most £1 per week to feed and clothe himself, w1fa_
and child.

It is estimated that each person requires at least 12/6 worth :
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of food per week as a minimum. Qur family of three must .
on considerably less than half that amount. Insufficient foog
in many cases no firewood for heating the home, insufficien
footwear and clothes, no provision for medicines or other neces.
sities, nothing for recreation. Such is the life of the unemploy
worker in “Sunny Australia.”
A pregnant woman is allowed an addition of 1/- per w
for fruit and vegetables. When she goes to the hospital £
the £4 bonus is kept by the hospital. She receives no clot!
for the baby. Is it to be wondered that infantile mortality
Australia still reaches a high figure?
The unemployed workers and their families exist on !
borderline of starvation, denied the possibilities of a decent lif
_ The plight of the great mass of the farming population
little better. The prolonged agrarian crisis has brought abo
the degradation of agriculture; prices of primary products han
fallen ;onsiderably. Thousands of farmers have been ruin
and evicted from holdings, whilst tens of thousands more fac
ruin and eviction. The great bulk of those still on farm
slave from daylight to dark for the benefit of landlords, banks
and machinery companies. It is estimated that not less than
Gﬁ per cent. of the .farming population are in the hands of finan-
(él_%rs, and the majority owe large sums to their wealthy cre-
itors.
_ The position of the Mallee settlers is a clear example of the
plight of the farming population. These people who pioneerec
the Mallee, who cleared it and made it fit for cultivation over :
period of years, are being driven off their holdings with littl
or no compensation. The debts they owe, in the main, are du
to over-valuation of land and wrong classification and canno
be classed as their responsibility. The land from which the:
E: ge bvﬁggt 1llililr'wem tht;y gqgmally l?aid rental of £1/2/- per acr:
r, a s same land is now bei i
pam;[erﬁs at 4/- per écre. I 1o LilE-lagg, corm-
: e Dunstan Government, which came to offi “fri
~ of the farmer,” has taken drastic steps to 00l$ at?)t:‘lfe ;lr‘llenctl_
~ the “creditors”—the banks, machinery companies, iﬂ-lldownel':!
ete.—with his Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Bill, but nothing i
~ being done to ease the burden of the poor farmer, who faces 4 Il‘.
- poverty, slavery on a farm of which he owns nothin e
e which \s Tittle, IF siythins e REESS A 2"
. “e'?}},loye‘g WO).'I::;' in the cities, &4 ¢ that of the
e widespre vert: i :
of the population _halzoa prgf:mma;n:ng the largest sectio
people and shopkeepers. This section dgg:he small busines-
purchases of the mmmm ; fls mainly on th
T, o ir existence, and theil
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degree of prosperity or otherwise depends on the level of the
purchasing power of the majority of the people. At the same
fime the small business man also suffers from the development
of monopoly, the growth of the huge capitalist establishments,
which take away his business and threaten his very existence.
Large numbers of shopkeepers are heavily in debt to the big
wholesale houses and are fighting a loging battle to escape from
their indebtedness.
The interests of the small business man are indissolubly
bound up with those of the workers and poor farmers, and the
defence of their own interests demands that they must align
themselves with the workers and poor farmers in the struggle
against capitalism for a better life for the great mass of the
people.
The growing impoverishment of the people, the inability of
a great number of families to provide themselves with the neces=
sary food, clcthing and decent housing, is having disastrous re-
sults upon the general health and well-heing of the largest sees
tions of the people. Particularly is this reflected in the children
and youth. The supreme hypocrisy of the capitalist class is
revealed in their exhortations that the workers should have =
Jarger families, the “baby is the best immigrant,” etc., when the =8
same capitalist class consciously bring about the deaths of child="
ren of the working people, they destroy the bodies of the child="S8
ren and condemn them to a life of poverty, diseases, denial of &
culture and recreation, they deny to the children of the peoplés
all that is theirs by right. 4
An examination of the position of child and adult health in:
Victoria provides some alarming material, Dr. Hilda Bull found
that 43 per cent. of five-year-old children examined by her suffér
from malnutrition. The low wages of the workers and the stars
vation level of existence of the unemployed, combined with the
high food prices, ali have the effect of further extending ma
nutrition, and semi-starvation of large numbers of children ha
become an established fact under capitalism in Australia amn
is condoned and extended by the capitalist class and their go¥
ernments. .
e growth of semi-starvation, combined with the condemna
tion of the poor to life in dark, damp and overcrowded slums
‘where germs thrive and multiply, fosters a rapid growth @
disease and a high mortality rate, particularly where childre
are concerncd. i
The effects of malnutrition and the steady deterioration @
¢hild life are shown in the following figures:—In 1932 thes
were nine deaths from measles, while in 1933 there were 13;

figures for whooping cough show 15 deaths in 1932 and 38 fé
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33 for diphtheria in 1929 there were 3266 cases reporteq
313'110! in 193?13 the number was 65664 ; deaths from diphtheria i
1929 were 101 and 1933 126. There are as yet no figures avai
able for 1935-36, but this year has seen one of the werst dip!
theria epidemics yet experienced, and it is certain that the nur
ber of cases reported and deaths considerably exceeds the figur:
of 1933.

The figures for general diseases (largely affecting adults)
are equally alarming. In 1930 there were 34 deaths from i
Auenza, and in 1933 there were 195 from respiratory diseases
there were 917 deaths in 1932 and 1818 in 1933; typhoid was
responsible for seven deaths in 1932 and 16 in 1933. All of thest
diseases become more virulent mainly as a result of under
nourishment and bad living and housing conditions.

The effect of these conditions is further shown in the figures
for infantile mortality. Where these conditions apply sharply
(in the overcrowded industrial suburbs) the rate is much higher
than in the less crowded residential suburbs. Thus, for instance,
while the Victorian average is 40 per 1000, the figures for Port
Melbourne, Fitzroy and Richmond, some of the worst centres
of poverty, are 92.81, 56.48 and 59.43 respectively, while for
better-class residential suburbs, such as Brighton, Heidelberg
and Kew, the figures are 21.41, 21.88 and 24.91.

Hundreds and thousands of babies are doomed to death on
entering the world, thousands of children are doomed to be vic-
tims of diseases, which thrive and grow on the basis of mal-
nutrition., damp, dark, and insanitary housing, lack of proper
means of recreation, etc.; the health and well-being of the whole
nation is threatened by the continued existence of these evils.

It is characteristic that the capitalist governments can find
more huge sums for war preparations and for improving the
position of the capitalists, but find less and less for zocial ser-
vices, for the needs of the people.

Out of a total of £25,646,979 expenditure from Stat
for 1933-34, the expenditure on public health amotmﬁ::l)['1(:3(;r %[;11;;
£128,992, or & per cent. of the total, and decreased from
£141,270 in 1928-29. The total expended for all forms of educa-
tion, recreation and health administration decreased from
£4,409,934 in 1929-30 to £3,672,494 in 1933-34. The e di
ture of municipalities on health shows the same tendenﬁpen Il—
1932-33 only £118,661 was allocated for this purpose fr y't Ii
expenditure-of £5,979,712, or 2 per cent, of the total e ot
The “medical inspection” of chi i e
the Government is -completelyClilllllsfllffel,‘illig:ltsc}l%gi pr?wded o
students in State schools in 1932, 40,699 Wei'e examl_(;leng%‘t‘g

—
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o cent,l The Victorila Yﬁar u}zﬁgl; ::ﬁg:?s ‘

i i tion: “nearly a co £ v

' mlslssr&catl;]eél &:iggfy populated inner m‘etro%oliIt)nn
te?io once in three years.” (Our emphasm{; L 01;

Year Book admits. that there ]:.re “a l?ir_'g:] g:f;)ilégro’ { sghoots O

- vet been visited by a medi A =8

2:}‘::0?9;3;5? to give attention to the quarter of a lid

tBa
Sm?l’?éie are no figures available for 1934-35-36 which

t

xpended by the Dunstan Governmern

s e P mou;xfd ep:fl'ticularly health administration, but
Somgins{'?lgllf elfés given no indication whatsoever that it inte
ggihange the attitude of the previous goverpmelrllts._ Itsi c
is shown vividly in the recent w1dqspr9ad ﬂlpht er;}a elp -
Immediate steps to ensure 1mmu1_usat10n in all schoo s WO
have considerably lessened the seriousness of the epldeml_(i*
although it costs approximately 5/- to immunise 10_0.(.:1]1 d
the government completely evaded any re_sponmblhty 0
allowed the epidemic to spread and claim the lives of a nusD!
of children; cases were turned away from the overcrowded il
fectious diseases hospital and affected children were forced
remain at home, infecting others and so assisting to spread &
epidemic. The utter callousness and indifference of the D
stan Government to the interest of the people and the lives
health of the children is strikingly expressed in this single
stance, and this could be multiplied many times.

Can steps be taken to wipe out this state of affairs?
Soviet Union the indescribable poverty, diseases, living ¢
tions, darkness and illiteracy of Tsarism have been abol
and to-day the Soviet people are among the healthiest i
whole world. The expenditure on social services by the
G?vemmt_i_s._png of the largest items of expenditure, ai
creases by millions of roubles each year. It is true that
conditions in Australia are the results of the capitalist §
gndhv.rl_ll not be abolished until, as in the Soviet Union, )
isa l::hahed and producfion will not be for the rpos:e
g‘:rlisiflH},)l;g&f&?g;r;esffort;hebfew, while the producers sta

il be L on for the benefit and -bein e N
the people. But while Socialism oﬁegell‘ihizagongl; fﬁg}:

at the same time the wor :

45 samn st effects can b '

g;ﬁggs tEc:]allin,5 be effected, a better life can beewﬁ?giam

Hibhe s rns It)}i-igﬁ%:%tigl?tit must be forced to 'dii

_ﬂ?&h St a ind tortunes, th rnment

E‘Bméﬁ In the interests of the %f&i;. 5
h h@.‘Federal and the present V‘ietorﬁm,

tely 16 P

£
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1933 for diphtheria in 1929 there were 3256 e

while in 1933 the number was 6564; deaths B iinhtheria o,
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ofrl% 3?_1363 reported and deaths considerably exceeds the figures
The figures for general diseases (lar i
: 1 gely affecting adults)
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 Hundreds and thousands of babi
entering the world, tl_wusahds of chil?r:!feaf: l:lr::lcll‘letg tiegth or
tims of diseases, which thrive and grow on the basi fe- R
nutrition, damp, dark, and insanitary housing, lack lEifo -
means of recreation, ete.; the health and well-heing of :h ol
nation is threatened by the continued existence o% th e ¥hole
E It is characteristic that the capitalist governme tese evils.
more huge sums for war preparations and for i nts can find
position of the capitalists, but find less and les ;n e the
vices, for the needs of the people. ss for social ger-
b Out of a total of £25,546,979 expendi
- for 1933-34, the expenditure on pu?olie %E;ftﬁrgﬁosmtg y
& £128,992, or 1 per cent. of the total, and del'lmgﬂt*
£ 2141270 in 1928-20. The total expended for all £l
~ tion, recreation and heallh administration d
£4,400,034 in 1929-30 to £3,572,494 in 1933-3 :
. ture of municipalities on health shows the same
- 1932-33 only £118,661 was allocated for this pu rosdl
expenditure of £5,979,712, or 2 per cent, of the
4 The “medical ipspection" of children in schoo
e Govqrnment is completely insufficient. Ou
© dente m State schools in 1982, 40,699 were exami

theria epidemics yet experienced, and it is certain that the num- \
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ly 16 per cent. The Victoria Year B (P 1
his so-called inspection: “nearly dll‘?m!;\(:?l\( :Ltﬁ(t)i?sc::& '
ools in _the densely populated inner m(rtr'r)plolitan. are
yis once in three years.” (Our emphasis.'—-L D.) Th?:
Book admits that there are “g large group of schools which
 never yet been visited by a medical officer.” There is one
1"mu-se to give attention fto the quarter of a million
1 S' ”
ere are no figures available for 1934-35-36 which would
the 'amount expended by the Dunstan Government OIL
services, and particularly health administration, but this
ment has given no indication whatsoever that it intends
ange the attitude of the previous governments. Its policy
shown yividly in the recent widespread diphtheria epidemie.
diate steps to ensure immunisation in all schools would
considerably lessened the seriousness of the epidemic and,
ugh it costs appmximatel_\' 5/- to immunise 100 children,
government completely evaded any responsibility and
ed the epidemic to spread and claim the lives of a nuzaDer
jldren; cases were turned away from the overcrowded in-
tal and affected children were forced to
i thers and so agsisting to spread the
The utter callousness and indifference of the Dun=
to the interest of the people and the lives and
2lth of the children is strikingly expressed in this single in-
1 1d be multiplied many times. ;
1 to wipe out this state of affairs? In the
ribable poverty, diseases, livi -
v of Tsarism have been a
among the healthiest in the
ial services by the Sovie =
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Can steps be take
viet Union the indesc
~ tions, darkness and illiterac
and to-day the Soviet people are
whole world. The expenditure on so¢ L :
"~ Government is one of the largest items of expendlture, and in-
creases by millions of roubles each year. It is true Fhat these
conditioné in Australia are the results of the cap_Ltallst system
and will not be abolished until, as in the Soviet Union, cap
is abolished and production will not be for the purpose of amass
ing huge fortunes for the few, while the producers starye, but
will be carried on 1or the benefit and well-being of the whole o
But while gocialism offers the only final _soluti
at fhe same time the worst effects can be alleviated, Improve

be effected, a better life can be won by the poor, bl

to do this the capitalists must be forced to disgorge some O
their huge profits and fortunes, the government must be force
in the interests of the people.

to legislate 1 :
d the present Victorian

Both the Federal an State Gove!
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ment of male labor by cheap femal p oS ki
ust demand the extension 0‘1]' the sc%éi??;émﬁgeag; li'lit;%
ment subsidy to parents of the child remaining at
and equal pay for equal work for women workers p
e unemployed workers are also beginning to takc; ‘action.

* ments have proved themselves to be enemies of th

e people. Si
theli)u_nstqn Government came to power it has passgdogl.;'[,l‘i ks
no legislation whatsoever in the interests of the people bmt ".' o |

introduced and is introducing its main legislative measur
|

golely in the interests of the rich. It h

of the unemployed N rich. as worsened the lives : 2 g1
Farmers’ DeEtSyAdjuit:}éngogsﬁ}ﬂ:aﬁems’ if has presented th 1 ﬂl’;e‘iahiﬁthwgs nfﬁ;tl bm-) a} Broad Citizens’ Unemployment
endl. cnsluver ut -Chi o0E farmef's toc‘:'hgfft;.l;?n Wfalfglgy creditors N oca’litie% E oo (;3;] rr?ittﬁ??&eng citizens Frepresentec‘i.
: 0 5 o S g £ 3 OW1 2 n L r
ﬁ);iﬂg{ gfe report of its own Select Committei %nlt;: fzf(;(};. I ployed Movement is taking steps %01- thnegt'at‘ral“?n(éltil\?tensf
et 1,1: tnses t‘? do anything to improve the conditions of (t] \l s campaign to create public understanding of the plight
R m]em employees, it a_ss:sts in the spread of poverty : 1 unemployed sworkers and arouse public opinion to demand
et t;:a [;E?}?nr:l ((})I:itd]l_iease, it condones and does nothing to f)l;]( | he goverlnmei;lt shall take steps to provide a decent life

g ality among the children of the e unemployed.
ggggggmf;& ; g:v iﬁe?d}; ;nly of Tl BEh it assi;:;spi?gizic}?]:: e chief demands of the Citizens' Unemployed Movement
¥ 8 T .

and misery. 3 e poor are driven deeper info povert:

In the trade unions, in the Labor
; 5 Party or i i f b
}}’;ll?b g:‘u;dmt;l:ss_es .f the workers and pool; pego:{:%ﬁ:nﬁselg&ng
R Partye cl;is:tently asked: Why does the i’arliamentaon
Tapor"barty o 1o Suport . smverment of e s
: : v n
'i;‘ll;.n‘f:r;ary I{ahor Party that he will :ot e::rtbel:ilf g&fﬂ’e |
b ment to legislate for the people. The Lp abss ‘on |
| iy p are to continue their “arrangement” with tolf |
i ENEMOYVT)?Tlf:tﬁeE,I;ﬁESPE(iTIYE OF WHETHER IT §SD§'§ |
or not, irres i
b _demns t,h_e poor to starvation ’alﬂf d&f:hu?l: ::dwhether s \
B orov richer. . order that the rich
But the working class, the poor
f the people have different El%ﬁ{ar;l;m
LP branches the demand is beiné madem
- a:’ffve I Force the government to act for the‘m .
: od ce. But _the people are not conﬁnm§='\'e : b
nands. There is to-day developing throughout Viet Ton
oread movement of the people, a moveme 1:: storiy S
0 sweep the government out of office, a moin ot
essential needs and demands of the f)eople i
tion that there shall be better times and th’ag Ttl‘.ht;h%r: '

f In another article in this issu =
WO kers for the 40-hour week is f:n;hgegﬁhvt‘flf -
or A0 heours is directly linked with that for ws: s i
A turn to the wages levels existing in 1929 ‘Aﬁes
eased by the Commonwealth statistician ‘sho i
: the fight against rationalisation be inten g’
replacement of adult labor by cheap chS:i ;?::

(1) City relief work to be provided for city men; country
work to be optional.

{2) The higher rate of sustenance to be paid to all unem-
. ployed, whether worked for or not. ;
- (3) Modification of the Permissible Income Regulation to
exclude earnings of children, relatives, and pensioners

and bring the P.LR. up to the level of the basic wage:

(4) Immediate raising of child allowance from 2/6 to T/6
per week.

B The Communist P
ovement and it is necessary that no opportunity ] i
semployed to win the support and co-operation, not only of thesss
working class and working-class organisations, but also of the =
ther sections of the people, and all those individuals who ar€ss
from the poverty and

epared to agsist the unemp oyed escape
t existence.

misery of their presen . :
" Similarly a broad movement 18 de\'.elupmb !
tection of child health, and recently L':Ulltt“]'(.’El".‘{’H have &
Richmond and Collingwnod,(%J_art1c1;;a§9((.11‘u;dt:mh

ils & . podies and indivi B m
e : task of organising Il

urses, councl - ith th
e rc set up by each conference with the : . :
B e octivities. This movement lsb?owtt“e{‘ﬁeégp‘“g i

~ Luburbs, and 18 attracting Sonsiderable” attentif. Lo g
" The demands put forward by these “““_‘Fmtt‘fgb wvetl quf

tions of housing, nutrition, medical care oi’(‘l’l}g rsgéegt&i)ei 1§
the committees now in existence apd thosi dm]? demand £01
formed are planning widespread pt}bhmty and public
s fequate attention to these questions. Y 5 =
= i« essential that as soon as posslhle these gcattered com
mittees be linked together in one movement and that the suppor

arty is giving its utmost support to this
ity be lost by the

and other sections
ade unions and
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of the people’s mass organisations and leading doctors, inte
tuals and other public figures be secured for gthe mol\;énlmle]-:qw 3
; The movement which has created the greatest public intey
is that for slum abolition. The A.L.P. has set up a Slum A£ i]I i
tion Committee, and a Housing Reform Council has heen forn fecl
the capitalist press features from day to day examples of sl -
ﬂnd gives publicity to the anti-slum movement; council'-u‘“-‘\
ex_m_n;mng_" their districts, looking for slums : All of ?}m
activities, if they have served no other purposé have dire }‘| 2
gubhc attention very sharply to the slum probl’em and itt:( t-'
weﬁggl.l }{-Iagw;::rl, thg.re is extreme confusion in the mover}n;r--
heelr}put forwaf- dﬁpe and dangers in the demands which hav
The main question is that the worker ive i
?’hlg}l‘]l are fit for habitation and shouldepisha??ga;)‘;faﬁlll h? A
: gr ]ese houses. Hence the problem is not only one of e];m:l}d'
hog slums, but also of transferring the slum-dweller Ot ad()hhh-
_fl};st’i's, with no increase in rentals. An example of sth0 focts
o ds um abolition” is given from Richmond vl\?he th g ot
ﬁ:}l Semnid a block of houses, but the tenants can;%t ﬁe T athor
pou est at near the same rental and they face the e,
fgal;nmeg,l L“t(f e S(:itrgets. . ! possibility of
; emand that ne ' ;
;jﬁ?tﬁe?me of the slum:dwell;shg?s:? t?;ll?él ib% G A e
o St }? rent that the poor occupants can aﬂ:‘oi-ldo' %chunt the
L f new workers’ homes” at Fishermen’s B fainte
;;en ed for 17/6 and 22,/6 per week. Such Sepeih gl be
ey%nd the reach of the present occupants ofa t][llf:nta1 SR
he movement for the abolition of slumg E it
0 be of real value

to the slum-dwellers and the working calss generally must
ust:

(a) Connect the demand for
r the aboliti ;
;]ilc? é:léemalr_ldfs for wages incres,sxena‘.mili'uz‘:'gaﬂlu(;lr1 i
Pug e rl;: zifd’ more _;r_loney for health, e sed unem-
a positive der i !
new homes and I'Ebllildi:gl and for the building

houses, the mone and repairin

s v to come from i £ of

property, values, levies on larglé, m‘ﬁgg taéxa.
y € i

(¢) Be accompanied b
y a demand i .
rentals, the amount to be detﬁgfnli:ggﬂatmn i
Iﬁ'opfrty krented. ad T
ust make the responsibility t

2;1;11 p;;vc_nd tl;e racketeering ofh?;ngf st]-l:e'

nies, etc., i g
B oo movement. .+ Who will attampiieS
_ In addition, the Communist Part; i
jonest endeavor and every movemen{’wv;lilé}fta? IR

(b)

(d)
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o conditions of the people, must at the same ti i
the masses that the slum problem will oniit;)rgeﬁ%(;‘fl]:
hen the system which daily gives rise to it is abolished
b1 wr_-u_unctlon with these movements of the people fm: bet;
nditions, there is also a widespread demand for the re-
of the shac}(les being placed upon the political liberties
he people. This growing demand and determination of the
to protect their rights is expressed in various forms.
s a s_trong demand that the Federal Government with-
its action against the C.P. and F.8.U.; general hostility
~ been expressed throughout the trade union movement
inst the Transport Workers’ Act and similar legislation:
ve has developed a popular demand for the lifting of the hook
sorship; a broadly representative Council of Civil Liberties
been formed, with the objects of defending the people’s

At the same time intense public indignation has accompanied
he development of the present inquiry into the shooting of
11pe intendent Brophy, of the C.LB., and there is condemnation
the government for limiting the inquiry to this particular
ncident and not conducting a full investigation into the whole
dministration and operation of the police force.
Throughout Victoria a broad people’s movement is develop-
" ing around their vital needs and demands.
~ lives of the people must be improved at the expense of the rich®™
" becomes more and more popular.
The Dunstan Government and th
" it in office must recognise that the people are determined on win-
ning their demands. From every organisation, from every sec
tion of the people, by deputations an
other means, the Dun
certain manner:
of the rich parasites—or get 0 :
elect a gﬂ\'ernment that will earry out its will.
is ovement 0
clasiniihlof n':'ita] importance. The working class must be the
basis, the driving force of such a movement. For this to be done
: class must be united in its activity. The urgen

the working L g
d}émamd for unity of action of the whole working class comes

sharply to the fore.

The Communist Party has, and still continues to. appeal te
the Laber Party to discuss with it the bringing about of sueh
united action of the workers and workers' organisations. e
Jemands and movement of the masses at the present time maki
more urgent than ever the acceptance of our appeal. A unite

The slogan “The

e Labor Party which holds

d mass meetings and alls

Give us our demands—Ilegislate for us instead

f the people the position of the workin 1_"‘

£ o

i
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king class, with the support of the other oppressed sectio,.

the population, would guarantee a._-goyemment which woulq

legislate for the people and not for the rich, would register (r.

mendous victories for the workers and the whole of the toiling

people, as have been registered by the French and Spanis)
le. : ; : i

imm’;‘he Communists will strive everywhere to develop th:

struggles of the people for:— B

A universal 40-hour week and increased wages.

Unemployment insurance, as a charge on industry.

Abolition of the slums and the provision of decent housing

for the workers at low rental. )

Adequate food for all parents and children.

Adequate free medical attention for all those who require it.

A minimum income of £150 per annum for the small farmers,

with security of tenure. ; :

For better times and a better life for the people.

THE RICH MUST PAY.

.:'.['f'_rhe following is taken from the report of Comrade R. Cramm

JESPITE the general character of the seamen’s strike against
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sons of the Shipping and Port Kembla
; Strikes

By R. CRAMM

to a meeting of Distriet 2 functionaries.——Editor.]

the new award, which considerably worsened the conditions
and terms of employment of the seamen, it was defeated. On
the other hand, Port Kembla, embracing 3000 metal workers,
and confined by the reformists to the one locality, was success-
ful. The victory in actual visible material gain was small, but
nevertheless it was a good partial victory. We might ask
ourselves: Why this difference?

If we study the seamen’s strike, we find that the then main
leading officials of the Seamen’s Union had signed the iniquit_ous
award and were opposed to the strike frem the very beginning.
They portrayed the award in the light of a gain for the seamen,
and preached defeatism about the impossibility of strll‘{mg
against the powerful shipowners and the Government. They
centred their attacks on the Communists, and were ably assisted
by the “Labor Daily” and the capitalist press. Even before the
strike commenced, the struggle between those in favor of oppos-
ing the award by strike action, whiqh embraced the majority
of the union membership with the militants at their head, and
those in favor of accepting the award with Johnson, Clarke, anld
Casey leading them, was assuming the character of all t}gsse §
between the forces of class struggle and those of class colla oram. :
twné-uch a situation did not develop from the side of the mllil'- b
tants, who were not concerned with narrow party quesiti)““i t’;_‘f
connection with the struggle, but were doing thelr_leve esk i
win a victory for the seamen. They were prepared to woinen !
unity with all classes of thought within the labor m}tl)vet -
towards this end. This was their central effort thrcirlug c‘)lqtant
However, despite this effort on the part_oft e mili .
ists, the reactionary reformists IIE.;lldeS t:irl;

ide the ion developed their tactics not to win the e
Qut-‘q;‘]h' Lfgarii::l(:nbut to I::lefeat the militant leadership of _._-_,.
t?]. r:'t]O‘ The traitors within the union gave the lea;l to the
;1(%11:13 U.' pureaucrats and the leaders of t'he Fede}l;a_ liir::

o {ed with the maritime industry to this end, their !
connee  ike being used by these people to sabotage the struggle
(giltl.ltﬁ);nd foremost the line and tactics of the reformists were

dispute. H
and the Commun
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defeat the militants, to swing the seamen back to arbitratjo, ;
_' and to end the struggle irrespective of results.

Furthermore, the strike, once it had commenced on a nation;
scale, under independent leadership, quickly assumed a shu,
political character. The seamen were challenging the decisiv
sections of the bhourgeoisie—the bankers, the coal barons
shipping magnates, the very core of finance capital, the forc
and power behind the Lyons Government. This can easily by
proved if we study the connections of the shipping companic:
who their directors and main shareholders are, and so on. Thi:
fact quickly brought about the intervention of the State in th:
dispute. The spokesmen for the Government (Menzies, Lyons
ete.) centred their main attack on the Communists. The lin
and tactics of the reformists were, in the main, the policy of the
Government and the shipowners. Licences were applied, scabs
were recruited, and every slander and artifice used to defeat the
militant strike leadership and hound the seamen back to work.
~ The combined forces of reaction had as their one main aim the
~ defeat of militant methods of leadership. The Australian Labor
- Party executive, in the face of the tremendous determination

and solidarity of the seamen, solidarity and courage rarely seen
in the majority of struggles that have taken place, passed a
- resolution of support for the seamon, but this was never imple-
- mented. On the contrary, the executive demanded  that no
- AL.P. speaker, under threat of expulsion, speak on the same
- platform as Keenan or other militant seamen. Lt

: That the lack of activity on the part of veformist officials
. was deliberate there can be little doubt, as their later work in
- connection with Port Kembla seems to indicate. Comrades
~ what was the basic reason for this unholy lliance, this syn:
. chronising, as it were, of the policies of the géé"iﬁié,-md'the

he motive. 2

- reformists? I don’t think we need look e moti
win for the seamen, under militant le le artic:
‘view of the political character of the strik
big strengthening of the labor movement on the
struggle, a political gain for the workers of no mes
‘with a tendency to encourage the unfoldment of the '
amongst other broad sections of the workers who wo
the lessons of such a victory and adopt the methods of ]
and tactics used to redress their own grievances,
ich a victory would have meant the widespread
itration amongst the masses, and consequently the
the bankruptey of reformist policy, which is based
and other forms of class collaboration. The oute

. 1936
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ch_a vlctor_\j weuld have meant g tremendous rise in the
resugse and influence of tbe Communists, a weakening of
formls\m, and a strgngthemn'g.of the Party and its organisa-
tion. These disturbing possivilities were the basis of the
strenuqqs efforts of the_reforrpmts and the ruling class to defeat
tPhetmllltants and their political leadership, the Communist
arty.
5 - The rr_]ilitant seamen used every effort, every possihility, to
= win a victory. App_roaches were made to other waterside
~ unions, to labor c0u1_1c113, to the A.L.P. and the labor movement
generally, to help win the struggle for the seamen, against the
Government and the shipowners, for the defeat of the new
award and the retention of trade union rights of organisation.
M Every effort was made to achieve unity so vital for success. :
1 § The Miners.’ Union rallied to the seamen, organised meetings
of all craft union officials connected with the coalmining indus-

. = try, and although, after a great deal of discussion and granting
~ of concessions, they achieved formal agreement at the top to
& _ recommend a general stoppage in support of the seamen, the
.':Qma‘]orlty of mine-workers did not accept their lead, This does
~ not mean to imply that the miners were not solidly behind th
(sseamen. In almost every centre they were. This could b ;
o rleaned from the numerous resolutions of solidarity and suppert
" forthcoming, backed up by concrete monetary assistance, and
‘in the case of Wallarah, a definite strike against supplying coal
* for scab ships, even after the adverse verdict of the aggrega
" meeting. No, the decision of the mine-workers did not arise
because of definite hostility or lack of solidarity with the
seamen. The principal reason for their decision was the vacil-
'~ lating, treacherous attitude of the Federal leaders of the mari-
time unions and the sabotaging policy pursued by the A.C.T.US
officials and the right wing reactionaries in the A.L.P. Th
felt, due to the actions of these people, that they were to be
" made a chopping-block, were to be brought out to starve, while
| maritime unionists were instructed to load coal hewn by scal
labor in small pits. This feeling was also fostered by the coal
L owners through leaflets, by the capitalist press, and by Jude
" Anlezark, and others. In this we assisted to some extent, as w 1]
fhe shown later by our r_efusa_] in practice to reaep sufficiently
'to the vile propaganda disseminated. However, this was not @
Mdecisive factor, although very important. “ E
i There have been distinct tendgnme§ on the part of many
nts since the rebuff at the miners’ aggregale meetings
regarding the lead given. We say, comrade
was absolutely correct: that coal supplies wers

milita s
Phe apolost
B that this lead



e
July, 1935

eted, that conditions were favorable for struggle, and if 1,
ners had accepted the lead given the trade union movemen
ould have won the greatest victory in its history. Therc 1.
absolately no need to apologise for such a policy. We muy
~ poldly proclaim its correctness and banish all semblance of
~ defeatism over the outcome of the aggregate meetings and la;
the blame for defeat where it is due.
~ During the course of the seamen’s struggle, and immediately
. preceding it, many weaknesses were evident. We knew that th
~ seamen would almost certainly struggle against the new award
- yet we failed to draw the necessary conclusions from the lessons
~ of the “Murada” dispute and strengthen our position in the
various ports and build up machinery in preparation for the
~ fight. This lack of basic preparatory work prior to the strikc
~ taking place was a tremendous handicap we had to carry, and it
~ was one of the factors which gave Clarke and Casey, in Mel-
" bourne and Brisbane respectively, the possibility of using their
~ positions to undermine the strike. !
~ In connection with the move to call the miners out in support
~ of the seamen, we overestimated, in view of the attitude
~of the A.C.T.U. officials and the Federal maritime union
Jeaders, the degree of willingness of the mine- 3
- struggle in support of the seamen and against
- mechanisation of the mines. g
. We were satisfied in a large measure to d
elson and others at the top, to assume
Jeading positions in the Miners' Federati
- call to action was a certainty. Even tk
the question in the light of a certainty
gregate meetings took place. This
at the miners would respond in view
the A.C.T.U. officials and leading maritim
o get ahead of the mine-workers, and a
nded to plan our tactics on the basis of thi
uld learn the lessons of this mistake and
eful, and methodical in our analysis of
Being so sure that the miners would be willing
nderestimated Judd, Anlezark, the capitalist
lowners. Our failure to reply to this prop
coalfields with leaflets explaining the true fac
had some bearing on the result, although it was n
actor. :
~ Publicity was another weakness evident durin
of the struggle. Johnson & Co., the A.C.T.U. lead
md Turley, and a whole host of lesser lights out to!

- we can say with truth, as far as the North is concerned, that full
advantage was not taken of the possibilities of getting views in

" tain that such forms of picketing were impossible. Sections of

.' nothing to do with the length of the waterfront, but depended =
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ruggle received columns of space in the “Labor Daily” and
he capitalist press to hold forth with their treacherousypropa-
anda. On the other hand, Keenan and the militants received
y little space, particularly as far as the “Labor Daily” was
‘concerned. In fact, even when material from the strike leaders
was printed, it was quite often distorted. Despite this, however,

the capitalist press. Very few bulletins were issued, and posters
and signs and public meetings, with few exceptions, were absent.
Moreover, the type of propaganda issued by us was, in many
cases, unsuitable. Exaggeration regarding the difficulties of the
owners in procuring scabs tended to be misleading and to
weaken the struggle for mass picketing. It was, of course, true
that the owners experienced difficulties, but not of an insur-
mountable character. It is also true that the militants must
indulge in greater agitational effect in their printed material.

One of the outstanding weaknesses of the seamen’s strike
was the dearth of mass picketing. Comrades have raised the
point that the waterfrent stretches over a long distance, and
in view of this mass picketing in its true sense was almost im-
possible. With this we cannot agree. Whilst it is correct to
say that difficulties confronted us here, it is not true to main-

the waterfront could have been selected where scab ships were =
being unloaded, and the whole force of the seamen concen- =
trated on these at a given time. The ability to do this had =

on the degree of authority and discipline exercised by th_e strike
leadership, coupled with efficient organisation. Who m_}l deny
this? Very few, we maintain. Did the strike leadershlp haye_:_
sufficient authority to achieve this? Yes, comrades, it did.
What it lacked was the ability to understand strike strategy
and tactics and the organisational forms necessary to put these
tactics into effect. This lack of training caused them, as we
as the members of this committee, to fall.to est‘xmate and unde
stand the correlation of forces in comfhct, with a consequen
inability to use the weapons at the disposal of the militants:
with telling effect. y

One of the central points in the campaign to extend
ceamen’s strike was to get the waterside workers out. Of
{h(-n- can be no doubt. We are all aware that this pmv%
srustrated by the treacherous leaders of the Waterside W ork
¢ pederation. We are also aware that very large numbers

ers’
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the wharfies were very sympathetic to the struggle of th,
men. Therefore, we must assume that if mass picketing
been engaged in with any degree of success on given scc-
ons of the waterfront, alongside selected scab vessels, it would
ot only have had the effect of intimidating the scabs, bui
would also have enthused the rank and file of the watersid
~ workers, with the probable consequence of enlisting their direc
- support for the seamen’s struggle, despite the line of their

leaders. Moreover, there can be little doubt that it would have
~ influenced the stewards and the cooks instructed to work scab
- ships by their strike-breaking leaders, Tudehope and Moate.

: Comrades, never again must there be such laxity and failure
E to grasp_the significance of this basic work. In all future strikes,
- Where circumstances permit, the discipline of the strikers must

be at a much greater level, the correlation of forces must be
- more clearl;’ understood, and the organisational problems
: }vorked out in. much greater detail. We must burn these lessons
- into our consciousness in preparation for the big struggles that
are maturing. There are many other questions that could be
- developed, but I have time only to deal with one in conclusion
on the seamen’s strike, and that is the question of relief.

In the early stages of the dispute, there was a marked ten-
cy evident to depend almost entirely on the union officials
nd the Labor Councils in connection with the collection of re-
f. There was not nearly sufficient mobilisation of strikers
t iemselves for this work. This weakness was partly due to
ea_a.k d_lscxplme, to a sense of security because of the widespread
sohdanty amongst the seamen, to an under-estimation of the
need to demand that every striker if he desived relief must
3 help raise it, a failure to see past the strikers and in
 homes, where their womenfolk and children quickl;

vation after a strike commences, and t ice star-

e ) 0 unders i
situation is not only a basis for disintegration "?hattthls
 forces, but is also a potent factor in drawing broad e strike

~ the strikers’ womenfolk into the stru
- spoke of this after the “Murada” disggll(éeﬁi,; -'
.‘Rev!ew," but the lessons of the “Murada” st
imbibed. - The need for widespread mass relief
eginning to be understood in the north when t}
ted. This was reflected in the visits of the |
lodges and towns in the coalfields, to country e
‘the workshops and localities. The results as faj
had progressed were very enthusing. If this
mmenced at the very beginning, who can sg
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haps have come from the miners’ aggregate meetings?

case, we can be sure that the miners would have under-

10re clearly the reason for the seamen’s struggle, and a

better feeling and understanding would have been estab-

ed between the miners and the seamen, with a consequent
er volume of relief.

owever, despite many errors and weaknesses, it can be said
ith truth that the Party emerged from the seamen’s strike
eatly strengthened. New units were formed, and the militants
gucceeded in gaining leading positions in the Union. We must
not rest on these successes. A critical situation exists in the
Seamen’s Union. Clarke and Casey are out to split the Union
and form State sections. The possibility of a scab union being
formed is a real danger. Such a situation would weaken the
seamen and make them subservient to the shipowners. This
nefarious scheme must not succeed. Unity of all the members
within the union is the keynote of our policy and work at the
present time. No stone must be left unturned to achieve this
unity, coupled with a systematic campaign to get the scabs out
of the ships and to fill their places with union members. We
can achieve this objective if we mobilise and train our forces
.~ for the struggle, if we remain ever vigilant and on guard against
the splitters within the union, as well as those outside. The
fight may be a lengthy one, but, before we can speak of the
seamen struggling again on a nation-wide scale, it must be suc=
cessfully consummated. We in the north have many weaknesses
to overcome in regard to this struggle for unity. Let us make
~ a real beginning to rectify our work.

Now to deal finally with some questions in connection with
Port Kembla. As we have said, the Port Kembla metal workers
achieved a good partial victory. Let us analyse some of the
questions in this regard. Whilst it is true that thg strike was
precipitated by the dismissal of the ironworkers’ job stewa}'d, 3
Annabel, to assume that this was the basic cause of the strike
would be altogether wrong. The dismissal of Annabel was an
offect of certain causes, the match, as it were, that set the
smouldering discontent aflame. Actually, the real basis qf th .
strike was the intense speed-up and union-smashing tactics of
the Steel Works management, a policy which has no considera-
tion for the workers, and which, combined with increasin_g hours
of overtime, was driving the men to the point of physical col-
lapse and desperation. Annab.el. a very fine type of pmnms}_
had been one of the most prominent in the struggle against this
Irive of the steel combine, a steward who insisted om

intense C
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‘observance of the award and the safety first regulations
courage in this direction had found him warm suppor
t his workmates, because it gave expression to their owy
s and desires in connection with the drive on their con-
. Therefore, when Annabel was dismissed for conveying
decision of the men to the management regarding their refusal
- work excessive overtime, this action was aecepted by the

as a challenge by the company to continue their rationali-
on and union-smashing drive. 5

~In view of similar anomalies in other sections of the plan
strike rapidly spread, finally embracing the whole ente-
ise. The solidarity of the men, considering the weak organi-
on, was remarkable. Denford, the State Secretary of the
workers, attempted to divert the struggle into the Arbitra-
Court. But the storm of protest from the men, their strony
_desire for a definite show-down one way or the other, caused
Denford to bow his head to the mass pressure. The men werc
not prepared to trust the Court with their grievances. Fresh
_thgu' memories were the cases of some bricklayers, who were
ismissed some months before, and whose cases were submitted

the Court, which has not dealt with them up to this very
- day. The workers did not want, and would not have, such :
"gﬁqslg;lontlnfrsfarg to their faithful job steward, Annal "i. Their

istrust of the Court as an implement of the bosses '
borne out, as we will prove later on. hﬁ’mses e

As far as some of the reformist
- chief factor which caused them to eﬁfb‘;}:k' _“o’gﬁe
. dispute was undoubtedly the splendid solidarity an
tion of the strikers. Refusal to do so would ha;
isolation. However, it would not be correct to
- reformists were actuated by this motive. Qu
them fought to develop the struggle and cong
- a policy to achieve broad activity and obtain a h
wvictory. Whilst confining the strike to Port
- was a basic mistake in view of the strength o
bine controlling the plant, and the attitud
overnment and the Court, the reformist bure
t the trade union movement reacted speedily f
relief assistance for the strikers. And while v
the part of many this occurred from a since
best results for the strikers, we must not owi
a desire, on the part of the reactionaries, to
nder reformist leadership, however small the resy
nterpose it to militant methods of leadership in t¥
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aiming, of course, to undermine the militants in the
'of the workers. The space given in the “Labor Daily” fo
itrike was tremendous. when viewed in line with the space
to the seamen’s struggle. However, the “Labor Daily”
ial was very general in character, and carefully avoided
j eference to organisational problems and methods to be

opted to spread the work over big numbers of strikers, or how
“mobilise other groups of workers in support. We must draw
e conclusion frem this and from the whole line of the main
ading reformist officials during the course of the struggle, that
e reformist bureaucracy feared an extension, and took every
precaution to avert such a happening. Yet it was precisely an
extension, to Newcastle in particular, during the early stages
of the dispute, that would have spelled decisive victory for the
metal workers.

The Steel Combine also worked hard to confine the struggle
to Kembla, whilst dogmatically refusing to discuss terms of
settlement with the strikers. Proof of this fact is forthcoming
from Newcastle. The Commonwealth moulders, two days be-
fore the Port Kembla dispute commenced, had interviewed the
management regarding the introduction of a 5-shift week, the
same as the general practice throughout the Commonwealth so
far as moulders are concerned. However, the management re-
fused them a hearing. The men issued an ultimatum, that it
the Company, which is a subsidiary of the B.H.P., did not grant
a B-shift week, a 3/- a week increase in wages, and the abolition
of merit payments by the following Tuesday, they would down
tools.
In the meantime the Port Kembla strike commenced. The =
Company backed down and granted every demand 100 per cent. =
There can be no doubt that the fear of the Kembla dispute
spreading to Newcastle was one of the major reasons for this
capitulation. Then we can take another example. Rylands,
another subsidiary of the Steel Combine, had been paying &
bonus to men handling certain wire—providing it was used_f
making nails. These men were doing the same work but receive
no bonus, because the company maintained the wire was not for
nail-making. The men refused to do the work until the extra
money was paid. One of their number was sacked for r‘e‘fusm
to scab. The others downed tools. So did the next shitt t
came on. The firm quickly capitulated and _gra_nted the d
mands, including the reinstatement of the dismissed work
These points are sufficient to show that the BHP was prepare
o go o great lengths to avert an extension and defeat t
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la men. From the very beginning they consistently re-
to meet the men, despite broad pressure from the Labor
ovement, the strikers, and the South Coast business men. The
refused to be browbeaten by the Arbitration Court. The
.ats to take action against the Ironworkers’ Union and its
wders, to fine them and cancel the award, did not shake the
nination and unity of the strikers. Here we see the most
aring example of the role of the Arbitration Court as the
pon of the employers against the workers. Moreover, we
the bankruptey of the reformist policy of class collabora-
n revealed in all its nakedness. According to the very Act the
- Court operates under, either one of the parties to an award
must cite the other before the Court can take any action to
- cancel an award and deregister either party. However, in this
~ instance, the Court, in rushing to the aid of the Steel Monopoly,
~ did not wait for the owners to cite the union, but actually took
 action on their own initiative, contrary to the letter of the
“democratic, impartial law” to deregister the union in an effort
- to assist the B.H.P. to defeat the strikers. The Court in actual

fact became both the accuser and the judge. S

The outcome of this action has been a widespread exposure
of the bankruptcy of arbitration amongst the metal workers,
- particularly at Port Kembla, The question of direct negotiation
- versus arbitration, of building the unions and strengthening

- organisation to force terms from the owners, is being widely
- discussed throughout the metal shops in the north. :
3 We claim that this exposure and consequent urge to solidify
~ the unions is perhaps the most important gain, coupled with
. the mass recruitment to the unions in Port Kembla, that has

" been achieved as a result of the strike. We must furt :

. discussions, straining every effort to turn the I
Union away from arbitration and direct it on the
struggle. However, we need to be very flexible,
~only on the basis of conviction down below, on
~ broad exposure of arbitration and the bankrupt
of class collaboration.

When it was becoming obvious to all'that th
leading reformists of confining the strike to Keml
o a stalemate, the line put forward by the milif
tension of the strike to Newcastle was accepted.
of union executives and job stewards was the best §
of Newcastle, due to the activity of the militant
Council, and, with the exception of one or two yack
‘ments, was enthusiastically in favor of an extension

—
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to immediately organise towards that end. This meeting
ed the B.H.P., which quickly climbed down off the high
and commenced offering terms. :
t Kembla achieved a victory firstly because of the soli- a3
and determination of the men, combined with the sup- =
of the trade union movement, which was mobilised for i
f assistance; and, secondly, because the militant workers,
ke the leading reformists in connection with the seamen’s
strike, gave of their best unstintingly to mobilise support, to
‘work for an extension and to organise relief, making their first =
" and foremost point the winning of the struggle on behalf of =
the workers. E:
We are faced with the problem of giving serious censidera-
tion to the question of sectional stoppages and the tactics to
be adopted. In this we can have no schematic, well-defined, all-
embracing plan. The tactics to be adopted in each case will
have to be determined on the basis of a careful analysis of the
existing situation. However, the point we wish to make s
that, before any sectional stoppage is consciously commenced,
the possibilities of achieving unity, of enlisting support, of being
able to extend the struggle, must be carefully considered before
the struggle is embarked upon. Where it is seen that, after
efforts have been made to achieve unity and extend a sectional
struggle in a given department or factory, we have not
succeeded, and the employers are procuring scabs, we must =
he fearless, even in the face of opposition from the strikers =
themselves, in calling for and working in the interests of a2
veturn to work, despite the achievement of no results. 4
We want the union men in the factories, and we must do
everything to keep them there if we cannot broaden out the:
struggle and successfully combat the tactics of the capitalists.
The employers can get scabs, as the Victorian meat workers®
strike, seamen, ete., have shown. And, what is also importanty
the hosses are prepared to spend large sums of money to keep
these people in the jobs once filled by union men. Many of the
Victorian meat workers are still out, although the strike oc-
curred vears ago. Hence, if we cannot broaden sectional
struggles, create unity, and keep the scabs out by mass militant
picketing, we must not hesitate to end the strike in the interests
of the trade union movement and the workers generally. Hows
ever, as we have said before, there can be no hard and fast rule
Fach strike will have to be analysed according to the cireum
tances existing at the time. !
Does this mean that we will not organise and condone seg
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' No! comrades, it does not mean that. ()
must intensify our work of developing sectio .|
tings in departments of a given works, ete, .
e extension of struggles to ever broader sty
toilers around the questions of immediate concern 1,
doing this we must strive to prepare beforehang .,
pment of unity of action on the part of other worke,.
- of the stoppage, we must be flexible and prepared 1,
es. fearless in calling for retreat when necessary.
ive in gaining concessions for the workers, witho
where possible. In fact, we must say that if a given
; can be procured by negotiation without strike action
n, we sp‘?uld take the line of negotiation and expose
o left militants who demand strike on any and ever
xt. 'I‘n gain concessions for the workers means to gain
heir confidence and the right to leadership, means to gain the
_p;lt?.tmn of being sane, astute leaders. This i3 a very impor-
“ ng;‘i;'sm.isﬁ?a-’a calling for strikes when they are
‘the same time, we sh
enever the occasion deman
vord. To achieve unity in act;
oncessions, but not concessions
d us into right opportunism,
0 not want unity at any pric

t the top without the masses.
namic, must embrace the ;
he Communists are prepared te
Ifices to achieve such unity,

In our efforts to achieve u
he strike struggles, we must pay
agues and the Labor Councils, ] 'orm,
roaches to the A.L.P. Leagues muy

k directed towards making friends
nk and file of the given leagues on the

must be our watch-
prepared to make
iple, which would
nd reformism. We
want formal unity
real, effective and
down below, and
ss8ions and sac-

¢ jobs and in
the A.L.P.
mechanical
and our

L hg]f the battle in the struggle of uniting

ding a sectional struggle to other unions
lecisive role in the question of organising'
ust give very careful consideration to the ¢
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of delegates to the Labor Councils. Too long has this
r been considered of very little importance. We, in New-
le, have achieved some successes in this regard, but a great
yet remains to be done, particularly in the smaller craft
lons connected with the mining industry. -
- Attention must be paid to this work, closer unity must be

‘welded, and the trade unions must be built up and strengthened
" as organs for conducting the struggle against moncpoly capita
~ and its state, against finance capital, which is spreading its ten-
tacles over the whole of Australian industry and commerce.

The utmost unity is necessary for success, as victories, in
view of what has been said, are not going to be so easy to achieve
in the future. The gloves are off. The class struggle will con-
tinue to grow sharper and more violent. We must prepare the
Party and the masses for the struggles that loom ahead.




THE COMMUNIST REVIEW July, 1934

The United Front in South Australia
By M.

 “THE Victorian Branch of the Labor Party does well to e
e ~adamant in its refusal to give any countenance to Comni-
% munism.” Thus the Adelaide “Advertiser” of April 17, 1936.
: ‘.'{’hls_ organ of the South Australian bourgeoisie urges the ‘“‘need
- to divorce the Australian peace movement as rapidly and com-
pletely as possible from the Council Against War and Fascism
- and all similar organisations.”

. These statements should make clear in whose interests is the
«division in the ranks of the workers brought about by the Vic-
torian leaders of the Labor Party (an attitude approved and
encouraged, to their discredit be it said, by some labor leaders
elsewhe_re): Disunity of the workers means added strength for
the capltahsts._ When, therefore, the capitalist class deigns to
‘approve one side or the other in a workers’ controversy, the
creators of the division stand revealed. :

“Divorce the Australian peace movement fro the
- CAWF”!l—at a time when it is clear to all tha.tmunited
- struggle against war is the only hope for the working class, for
' humamty‘as a whole; at the end of a period when the Move-
3 ment Against War and Fascism is the only organisation in Aus
. tral!a which has consistently conducted an active cam ai rI
1 against war and war preparations, which has succeeded in Ealﬁ'
iy la’fge masses of people to its banner. “Divorce division, di ¢
- unity”—these are and have ever been the watch!words of ths-
capitalists in their fight against the working class, and it E:
- a counter to these that Marx and Engels issued in ,1848 ichwaﬁ' a_.\
_llvu’}gh slolgan, “Workers of all lands, unite!” T
e slogan is to-day more than i i

E 11 over the capitalist world there arg‘g'lic?:‘igia;l;iﬂt;au gt
- wars, any one of which may lead to a new world war, gen e
mperialist intervention against the workers’ fathérl e
oison gas spread b:g,.r Fascist Italy over Abyssinia g T‘h »
verwhelm other nations; Fascist Germany enc:ouranfl'ay 0ol
uccess of Italy, makes renewed threats agai’nst Francg ;o the
d the Soviet Union ; militarist Japan presses forwa fi' _Austx:la,
d to the attack against the Soviet Union : Great 'Brirt im et 1
ceals her support for the organising of a huge arr: P
ny, and for Japan’s‘establishment of an anti-Sovi { {;n G-e‘r‘
) ncl}urls‘i. ‘To thls_pohcy Wwhich threatens to enmesh ?:h P
pursuing it in bloodier world war, Lyons has pledged Ae Igeor:\le
- Australia can be saved from this catastrophe only h;su;?&%

‘:Tiow not only a possibility but a living fact. It was this that
" defeated the robbers’ peace proposed by Hoare and Laval; car-
" ried further, it could have prevented the Fascist military victory

_' ‘attacked by Labor Party leaders and others who wish to replace

- national and international unity, who have proved, in their atti-
; ~ tude on sanctions, in step with the majorities of workers every-
~ where. Those who attack international unity, by preaching

" the Movement Against War and Fascism.
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etion of her working class and the Australian masses generally
gainst Lyons’s preparations for conflict, linked up with inter
mational working-class action against the Fascist aggressors.

Y Unity of working-elass action on an international scale is

in Abyssinia; it ean still ensure that no reward is paid for aggres-
sion, The Soviet Union, the mighty People’s Fronts of France
and Spain, stand as powerful supports of international working-
class action against Fascism, and round them the workers of the
world are rallying.

1t is precisely those who stand for international solidarity,
international united action, who in Australia are being

ttac!
‘Marx’s slogan with the capitalist one of “Divide”! The pro-
osals for unity are being advanced by those who support both

“jsolation,” also attack national unity against war, and rebuft
.even the generous offers of democratic amalgamation made by

In these circumstances the position of the anti-war forces in
‘South Australia is of particular importance to all workers. Here ==
the S.A. Council Against War and Fascism is and has been from =
the outset of its career an integral part of the Australian Move-
ment Against War and Fascism. As such it is by axiom pro-=
claimed a “Communist body” by the A.L.P. executive in Vies
toria. Yet what was its genesis?

The first move for this anti-war organisation came in 1938
when the United Trades.and Labor Council of Adelaide resolved,
in view of the menacing war situation, to call a conference of
all bodies interested in building up a front against war. At this
conference 21 organisations were represented, the overwhelm-
ing majority coming from the trade union movement, with rep-
resentatives from the A.L.P. and the Communist Party. Repre.
sentatives from each of the organisgations attending were electe
to censtitute the nucleus of a Council Against War, with fu
power to add to their numbers. At a later Congress where t
decision was made to take up also the struggle against Fascis
the A.L.P. representatives were well to the fore. The Cou
has to its credit steady work over a long period, culminating 1y

the organisation of a successful torchlight demonstration ol
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1, 1935, which brought back some of the spirit of the
tirring days of the fight against conscription.

" On the principle cf collective security, the South Australian
JW.F. has from the first stood four-square behind the
jonal Committee. The Trades and Labor Couneil supported
Jeheartedly the line of application of sanctions combined with
ing-class action against the Fascist aggressor, and although
A.L.P. here made no official declaration on the gquestion, the
ic and private utterances of individual members left no room
doubt that they were in full accord with the working-class
ajority throughout the world.

The South Australian delegates to the A.C.T.U. Congress last
‘vear returned home disgusted with the failure of the Congress
I,_,m_ajority to face up to the practical implications of the policy
'~ Jaid down by them for working-class action against war. At the
- Trades and Labor Ccuncil meeting, where the report of the
- A.C.T.U. Congress was presented, a motion by T. Garland
~ (delegate from the Amalgamated Engineering Union and also
secretary of the C.AW.F.) that “to consider ways and means of
~ further strengthening anti-war organisation in South Australia.
~ a conference should be called with representatives from the
- Trades and Labor Council, the AL:P., and the C.A.W.F.,” was
. carried. ; ;
~ As a result of this conference, the AL.P. and Trades and
- Labor Council istued a call to all their affiliated bodies to affiliate
o the C.AW.F. The A.LP. proceeded to set an example to its
~ Jocal committees by immediately paying down its affiliation fees
E for the current year. The Country Conference of the A.L.P. held
during the Easter week-end at Gawler enthusiastically endorsed
the action of the executive, So far, notice of affiliation to the
- C.AW.F. has heen received from the Australian Railways Union
‘the Painters and Decorators’, Printers’, and Coachmakers’
'fﬂ;ﬁHSA ‘Ehli‘c};i Werelmt p}*aviously affiliated. Country branches
0 e A.L.P. have also written to the C. i r
~can do to assist in its activity. e vt they
The Communist Party has devoted it i is
‘period to bringing about some form of unl't:d ‘;I::?:Ii.ﬂezggrr?;t t&lf:;
‘and Fascism in the localities, For instance, at Hindmarsh, the
. ommunist Party unit asked for a discussion with represénta_
tives from the A.L.P. local (Brompton and Bowden) on buildine:
an effective anti-war organisation in their area. As a result %‘
this dgscussmn. a conference of local organisations and indioi
duals interested has been jointly arranged. Adelaide Qit v_;
nas vrovosed to the City organisation of the A.L.P, the isguumf
a joint leaflet to workers and other residents in that area,,.e':o

nited front against war and Fascism. Such unity must exercise
4 tremendous influence over sections of the people not directly
" associated with either the A.L.P. or the C.P. of A, by inspiring
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Active support is therefore forthcoming for the struggle
nst war and Fascism from the two political parties who
fluence large sections of the working class. Agreement
between these augurs exceedingly well for the future of the

them with confidence in the strength of the working class =
and in its ability to organise. An instance is found in the
meeting arranged for May 24 in the Adelaide Town Hall by the's
Women’s Non-Party Association, at the suggestion of the B
Council Against War and Fascism. The meeting was the answer 2
of the women of South Australia to the appeal of the Abyssinian
princess.

May Day, 1936, in Adelaide showed clearly the excellent
basis that exists for a mighty united front against the twin evils
of war and Fascism. The May Day rally in the Botanic Park,
organised jointly by the A.L.P. and the C.P. of A. at the instance
of the latter, saw the lining-up of working-class political and b
industrial forces together to celebrate this day of workers’ v
struggle. On the platform were officially-endorsed representa-
tives of the Labor Party, Communist Party, United Trades and
Labor Council, Port Adelaide District Trades and Labor Couneil, =
and the Movement Against War and Fascism, and the word

“unity,” whenever pronounced, was greeted with spontaneous =
applause by the hundreds of workers present. k-

“An attack against one is an attack against all,”” were the
words of a prominent worker in the trade union movement when
asked his attitude to the Lyons Government’s attack on tl_1
Communist Party. The organised workers of South Australia
realise this, and already motions demanding the withdrawal of
the charges against the Communist Party and the Friends of
the Soviet Union have been carried by the United Trades and
Labor Council, Port Adelaide District Trades and Labo
Council, Tramway Employees, Sheet-Metal Workers, C
Workers, Painters and Decorators, Central Council of Unem
ployed, Port Adelaide General Unemployed, and the Sot_l
‘Australian Labor Party. The AL.P. regretted that a donation
to the Defence Fund was impossible because of their ows
financial straits; but the Tramways Union and the Sheet-Meta
Workers both made donations. Indications therefore are thai
the Federal Government will not succeed in dividing 1
working-elags organisations here and thus isolating the Con
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Party; a united front is being formed against the Fascist
dencies of Lyons, Menzies, Latham & Co. :
Perhaps the most outstanding recognition of the need for
itad action to defend the interest of the toilers is shown i
dmarsh. The Brompton-Bowden A.L.P. local is asgsisting in
organisation of a campaign by the local unemployed associa-
from which, two years ago, unemployed members of the
mmunist Party were excluded, because of their political affilia-
ns, at the instigation of a Labor Mayor with the support of
bor Councillors. The A.L.P. local has now extended an
vitation to the Party to take part in the campaign.
' The barriers are now down between the two parties. What
mains is the formulation of a plan for united activity of
rking-class and other mass organisations against Fascism
d war. The forthcoming State Congress of the Movement
ainst War and Fascism, to which both political parties are
iated, offers the opportunity for this. Let this Congress on
uly 13 and 14 see the hammering out of a line of action which
be pursued step by step to the defeat of the war-mongering
s Government and of the State (Butler) Government, which
just entering upon the extended life of two years which it had
_ h:.‘udacity to vote itself in flagrant disregard of democratic
S.
The development of united action in the localities after the
ples already given, within the unions and throughout
ustry gemerally, should enable practical experience to be
ught to bear in the hammering out of the line. And activity
more than ever urgently needed in the face of the daily
eats, ever more menacing, of a new world holocaust, which
only be staved off by clear and direct action against aggres-
sion or any preparations for aggression wherever and whenever
they occur.

MHE full text of the treaty of mutual assistance signed om
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Treaty Between the U.S.S.R. and the
Mongolian People’s Republic

March 12 at Ulanbator between the Soviet Union and the

Mongolian People’s Republic (M.P.R.) reads as follows:—

® e -

The governments of the U.S.S.R. and of the M.P.R., basing
themselves upon the relations of unalterable friendship which
exist between their countries since 1921, when the territory of
the M.P.R. was liberated with the support of the Red Army from
the white-guard bands who were connected with the forces
which had invaded the territory of the U.S.S.R., and guided by P
the desire to maintain peace in the Far East and to strengthen
and further the friendly relations now existing between them,
have decided to establish in the form of the present protocol
the gentlemen’s agreement between them, existing since No-
vember 27, 1934, providing for mutual support by every means
in averting and preventing the danger of a military attack, as
well as for mutual aid and support in the event of an attack by
any third power upon the M.P.R., to which effect they sign the
present protocol.

Article I.

In the event of a menace of attack upon the territory of the
U.3.S.R. or the M.P.R. on the part of a third power, the two
governments undertake immediately to consider jointly the sit-
uation that has arisen and take all those measures which should ~
be necessary for the protection and security of their territories. =

Article II.

The governments of the U.S.8.R. and of the M.P.R. undertake
in the event of a military attack upon one of the contracting -
parties to render each other every assistance, including military
assistance. §

Article III. 3

The governments of the U.8.S.R. and of the M.P.R. regard

it as a matter of course that the trocps of either Powers, which,
upon grounds of mutual agreement, in fulfilment of obligations
defined in Articles I. and II. may find themselves upon the ter-
ritory of the other party, shall withdraw from the said territory
as =oon as the emergency has ceased, as happened in 1925 with
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rd to the withdrawal of Soviet troops from the territory

" the M.P.R.
Article IV,

i 1 comes into force from the moment of its sig-
ti,};}:el.sa?llt-iois?l‘l) have effect for a period of ten years from this
e.
: “Isvestia” on the Soviet-Mongolian Pact
“Jsvestia® writes as follows with regard to the Scviet-
] ian treaty: : :
Onﬁglﬁgcf‘. of I}Irlutﬁa] assistance between the Soviet Union and
e Mongolian People’s Republic represents a model example of
he undeterred and consistent struggle of the _Bolshevxks t‘or
ice ; 1t 1s a shining example of suppert for a fr]en_dly,_ peaceful
eople which is heroically struggling on behalf of its independ-
nce and its right to exist. The treaty is based upon complete
quality of rights and mutuality.

Fifteen vears of close friendly relations link together the
two peoples. In 1921 these relations developed into a ,\u)ml

truggle against a joint enemy when, upon the request of the
' ongolian government, the Soviet government despatched Red
troops to Outer Mongolia, which, together with the Mongolian
evolutionary people’s army, destroyed the robber bands of
ngern-Sternberg, the mercenary of the Japanese intervention-
ts who desired to convert the Mongolian pecple and Outer
longolia into a Japanese colony as a basis for eventual attacks
pon the Soviet Union by Japanese imperialism. Upon the re-
lest of the Mongolian government, the Soviet government, in
same year, gave its consent to a portion of its troops remain-
temporarily on the territory of the Mongolian People’s Re-
lic. In the beginning of 1925, however, as soon as the situa-

the troops of the Red Army of the fraternal Soviet Union at
present on the territory of the M.P.R.,” we find the following
stimation of the assistance rendered by the Soviet Union:

“The government, in the name of the Mongolian people,
recognises with profound satisfaction and gratitude the
unforgettable services rendered to the Mongolian people
by the Red Army. The Red Army stood by it in the
repelling of the plundering oppressors; it helped it along
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p tPE, path towards the unhanmpered cultural, economic, and
civil development of a modern state and a genuine national
government.”

The note further stated as follows: i

“In the future also the two republics will he linked in
sincere friendship and mutual assistance in times of
difficulty. Above all, the people and government of our
Rerpublic rely on the aid of the Soviet Union and of the
Red Army if, against our expectations, circumstances
should again arise like those in 1921.”

Thus we may see that also in 1925—that is, after the sign-
ing of the Peking Agreement with China in 1924—the Soviet
Union and Outer Mongolia maintained, then as before, those
relations of close friendship and mutual assistance which had
developed between them in 1921, and which fully expressed the
interests of China. Sun Yat Sen, the great revolutionist, who
had devoted his whole life to the struggle for the freedom of
the Chinese people, stated, in a communique which was pub-
lished in 1923, jointly with the representative of the Soviet
Union in China, that

“he considered the immediate withdrawal of Russian
troops from Outer Mongolia neither urgently necessary
nor as representing the real interests of China, particularly
with regard to the inability of the existing Peking govern-
ment to prevent a rekindling of the intrigues and hostility
of the white-guards against Russia and the creation of a
still more difficult situation than the present one after such
withdrawal.”

The undoubtedly existing interest of the Soviet L'-nio_n in
the security of the frontiers of Outer Mongolia, which is of
decisive importance as affecting the security, not only of the =
Soviet Union, but also of China, as well as the natural obliga- =8
tion of China not to tolerate the conversion of Quter Mongolia
into a basis for enemy aggression against the Soviet Ur.uon, also
found expression in the Peking Treaty, from which it clearly =
arises that the Chinese government also recognises, in certain
cases, the right of the Soviet Union to take measures such as
the despatch of her troops into the M.P.R. for the protection of
her frontiers,

The Soviet Union has remained loyal to her obligation to
support the Mongolian people in the defence of its inviolability
and independence, as well as to aid it in its economic and cultural
development. It is therefore entirely comprehensible that, in
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Gendun, the Premier of the M.P.R., in view of the threa-
g peril of a new attempt at occupatiot} of the territory of
 M.P.R., raised the question with the Soviet Government as to
ther the latter was prepared, in the event of an attack upon
M.P.R., to render this support. Thereupon, both parties
med anew their obligations each to render the other all
gible aid in the event of attack by a third party, including
assistance. This agreement was not given written form,
was purely a verbal one, a gentlemen’s agreement,
When, in 1935, a series of attacks upon Mongolian ter-
v by Japanese-Manchurian troops tock place, the Soviei
sovernment repeatedly drew the attention of the Japanese gov-
ment to her great interest in the conservation of the terri-
rial integrity of Outer Mongolia. Nevertheless, these attacks
by Japanese-Manchurian troops assumed an increasingly grave
‘and provocative character, and this in spite of the earnest and
- repeated warnings of the U.8.S.R. In view of this circumstance,
the Mongolian government found itself compelled, in January,
- 1936, through a government delegation despatched to Moscow,
- to address the request to the Soviet government that the already
- existing verbal agreement relating to mutual assistance and the
- offer of support to the M.P.R. now be committed to writing.
3 On January 25, the government of the M.P.R. repeated this
- request  The Soviet government acceded to this request, and
~on March 12 the protocol was signed, which has heen published
to-day. This protocol thus represents only the written confir-
-mation of our agreement with the M.P.R. in 1984, which in its
furn was only the embodiment and delineation of those obliga-
ons of mutual assistance which had already arisen in 1921,
upon the_ basis'of a joint struggle against intervention in the
dorm of its white-guard agents. Furthermore, the treaty is in
e plete accordance with the Treaty of Peking, of 1924, as it
i superﬂuouf; to preduce proof of the fact that the Nanking
verr}r.zaent ig to-day even less capable of guaranteeing the in-
violability of. the M.P.R. and the security of her frontiers than
as the Peking government at the period of the signing of the

ing Treaty in 1924,

The Nanking government has virtually condoned th

¥ 4 i e con-
ofManchum, Jehol and Tnner Mongolia, It offers no
e whatever_to_t!m occupation of the Northern Provinces

is mow proceeding. We know that the representatives
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of the most extremist and adventuript elements of Japancse
military circles wish to set up a new puppet state in northern
China, and are carrying on negotiations with individual Chinese
generals regarding the formation of an “alliance,” an alliance
on the pattern of that between Japan and Manchukuo, in order
to attempt, with the assistance of these generals, once again
attack Outer Mongolia,
- Accordingly, it becomes quite clear that the Boviet governs
‘ment is acting in accordance with all those obligations which are
incumbent upon it with regard to the M.P.R., in the interests of
peace and in the interests of its own securily, without in any
way thereby injuring the interests of the Chinese people,

What would the occupation of Outer Mongolia signify for
the Soviet Union? We know something of this from the preces
dent of 1921, when the white-guard bands of Baron Ungerns
Sternberg, led and financed by Japanese interventionists, ine
vaded Outer Mongolia. After the capture of Urga, Ungern, =
obeying the orders of his employers, rallied the numerous rems
nants of the white-guard bands, who had sought refuge on Mons
golian territory, under his leadership, and organised attacks
upon the Soviet Baikal Region with the object of cutting the
Trans-Siberian Railway and separating East Siberia and the FaF
Fiast Region from Russia. The oceupation of Outer Mongolis
by Japanese troops would lead to this.

Stalin’s statement, in the Howard interview, that if Mons
golia were attacked, the Soviet Union would afford it the same
assistance as in 1921, evoked a wave of enthusiasm in the Sov
Union and in the Mongolian People’s Republic, and was reccived
with sympathy and understanding by all friends of peae
throughout the world. The broad masses of China also saw I
this statement a further proof of the firm determination of the
Soviet government to struggle for peace, and realised that th
attitude of the Soviet government also corresponds with the in
terests of China, which ig sacrificing its forces in the struggh
againet its aggressors and has been deprived of the possibilit
of protecting the frontiers of the M.P.R.

The protocol of March 12 is definitely a document of pe
The bitterest enemies of the Soviet Union can find in it not
single word which does not testify that the treaty pursues o
single aim: to warn those who covet foreign territory, and #
announce to them that the Soviet Union ig prepared to rend
assistance to the Mongolian people in the event of it becomin
the vietim of an attack by an aggressor, There s no necess
10 prove that the peace-loving, small Mongolian people che



Page 64 THE COMMUNIST REVIEW July, 1936

- no aggressive, imperialist intentions with regard to its neigh-
bours, and that the maintenance of peace in the Far East de.
pends solely and entirely upon the latter,
In this regard, it is interesting to note that the Japanese
- militarists, who are Now once again endeavoring to execute their
- plan for the conquest of Mongolia, which failed in 1922, are now
coming forward in the guise of defenders of the interests of
China, in connection with the March 12 treaty, and are demand-

Nanking government of taking “suitable measures for self-
defence” if Nanking does not act in accordance with Japanese
desires. The official agency of Manchukuo and of the Kwantung
staff, the “Kokutsu,” has openly stated that, if Nanking is “in-

Pretend to speak in it Name and to bend it

We are profoundly convinced that only those Chinese politi-
. cians and generals who have linked thejr fate with that of the
~ Japanese militarists, and whe willingly SEIVe, or are prepareq to
- Serve, their plans for the partitioning ang oppression of China,
~ will have the audacity

of opposing, together with the Japanese
- militarists, this treaty. But thes ok

4 ) € people will be called t
- by the Chinese people itself, which j e

I ! ' Peo) ; =118 expressing, with an ever-
- Increasing clarity, its will to national €mancipation,




