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A Congress Which Has Begun a New Epoch of
Soviet Democracy

The Seventh All-Union Congréss of Soviets summed up the
rnmﬂf’s f'l'F "}'lf‘ f'flﬂ‘w‘fl"i)(‘h‘ﬁ'i'\ of F%r.rfm!iqn'u i the T "|ir-'.'1 f',f ,J.nr-i‘,l'li_q*
Soviet Republics and opened up a new époch of Soviet demo-
cracy. The whole of the work of the Congress was carried on
with a f_'(‘r'l‘a‘!pﬂ]"\-,\‘(m made betweéen two lines of world r](s'r'\lr}‘p,
ment, namely, the line of development of the Socialist world,
and of the éapitalist world

On the eve of the Sixth Congreés
delivered a speéech at the Six
Party of the Soviet Union, in he pointed to the fact that
an historic change had taken place in fhe relopment both of
the capitalist countries and of the U.S.S.R., but a chang
two opposite directions

: of Soviets, Comrade Stalin
ss of the Communist

eenth Congy

1

rg takmeg

“While the turn for the U.S.S.R..” said he meant a
tfurn towards a new and more important economic advanee,
for the capitalist countries it meant a turn towa 2CONO
mic decline. Here, in the U.S.S.R., there is
progress in Socialist construction, both in
in agriculture. In the capitalist countries, there is a
Q:rnwring economic érisig, both in industry and in agricul
ture.”

reasing

and

More than four vears have passed sinee this turning point;
ars of uninterrupted struggle between the two antagonistie
| systems (a strugele which does not, however, exclude a
ertain collaboration between the U.S8.S.R. and the capifalisf
sountries, a certain collaboration for the maintenance of peace)
And the furthey events advance, the more powerfully has this
ontrast between the two lines of development displayed itself

In the U.8.8.R., during the recent years, the s Yeoar -'f'?:m
has been fulfilled in four years, and a classless st society
is being successfully constructed there T'he .R., which
was a backward and agrarian country in the past, has been
fransformed into an advanced country, with highly-developed
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and, as a congequence, is compelled in its home policy Lo
resort to tervoristic methods of administration—it must
he taken as a symptom of the faet that it is no longer able
to find a way oul of the present situation on the hasig of a
peaceful foreign policy, as a consequence of which it is
compelled to vesort o a policy of war.”

The estimation made by the Bolsheviks of the historic moves
heing made on the international srepa was that there was an
increase in the power of Socialism, a growth of the forces of the
rroletan:un revolution, and a weakeping of the forees of the
; hourgevisie, in spite of their temporary vietory over the prole-
the results : tariat in a number of countries. As opposed to this estimate

the USSR, and the Social-Democratic leaders, as is well known, prophesied that

is the only “a coupter-revolutionary epoch,” a lengthy period of the undi-
¢ vided domination of Fascism, was coming on, snd advanced as @

Ay gﬁ‘%m the reality two illusory dreams of the capitalists regarding the

in the USSR, position’, beginping of “a thousand years of the domination of Fascism.”

economic crisis | But only & year has passed since the Seventeenth Congress
ot . of the CP8.U. was held, and the line of the Communists has

di- been splendidly confirmed, while that of the Social-Democratic

2 deaders has been smashed to bits by the whole process of historic

. development, and particularly by such tremendous events as the

¥o srmed struggle in Austria, the srmed baitles in Spain, which

g ew into an uprising snd the struggle for Soviets in Asturiss,

Bt of fﬁe rwobxﬂnmn;y upsurge in the US.A., the growth of the

natiopal liberation movement in the colopial countries, and,

pdapan o exceplio, i riance, the importapt successes

BOL & nev mlzv:: gi' the Connzﬁu::;}sltm Parties in the D;lrugglu for the

: E:U:}: united front egminst Fascism, the danger of wer, and the
B rosulis capitalist offensive. b 4 _

wving deeper And st the Seventh All-Union Congress of Soviets, the

B £CONONL BWVW were ﬁlﬂ.‘i Jut’ﬂﬁd jn HUllﬂlM L] the ”ufth"r Mw
. special taken mum towards its downfall, and to the s 0
i up of the development of the world revolutionary crisis, w
must be finds its mest erful mainstey o the growing power of
e o %“Mw tbeung:st All-Union Congress of Soviels
ﬁlt;:: \1:‘\ 'Uomride Stalin :i:: before the Soviel State the mighty task 0‘
i the ve) “developing into 4 serious international force, m::;;rb: rﬁ
[t influencing the international situation, an §
T4 tf;ﬁiﬁif.- interest ﬁm toilers” ‘This task has now been translated inte

ngeols dewocri life.
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The general rvise in the economy of fhe UNSH, and 1
uninterri work of the Government and r.u«""vu'.ﬂ ':.z
increage the defensive powsr of the Baviet Union have, in their
turn, conditioned a speedy growth of the power of the Workers
and Peagants' Hed Army, of its technical squipment, of tapks
avallable, and of acroplane construetion, of the defensive fortis
fications on the borders of the USBH, and a growth of the
Boviet Navy,

The political might and the revolutionary power of the Hed
Army arve invineible, The Red Army sels itself the task of co
Jearning how to utilise the technique at its dispossl that no other
army in the world should be fmug‘l in thig sphere to the strength
of the Red Army, The task set is being suceessfully fulfilled,

The Army of the Boviet Union is & mighty nstrament of
pence, Vnder these clrcumstances, the German Faseists or the
Japanese military clique, who are the chief instigalors of war,
need to weigh very earsfully the following words uttered iy
Comrade Stalin, before they dare to undertakes an adventurals
onslaught against the Soviet Upion. AL the Seventesnth
Congress of 1he CP.B.U,, Comrade Btalin declared that:

#, ., there can hardly be any doubt that & second war
!'(;’ﬂmruk* Stalin had in view the intervention of ihe

perialist Btates in 1918-20—Ed.] will lead to the eome
plete defeat of those undertaking stich an offensive, 1o
revoltition in a number of countries in Europe snd Asis,
and to the destruction of the bourgedis land-owning
Governments of these eountries” _

The two lines of world development sre no less striking in the
sphere of social relations,

In spite of the fact that the cconomic erisis has passed into

fon, the sstronomic figures of unemployment i the
capitalist world do not dechine. Every where in the capitalist
countries there is & dedline in the percontsge of productively
engaged workers, while in some couniries, in the UB.A, for
instance, there is an absolute decline in the number ot Workers
engaged in industry, The srmy of chroniestly unemployed,
pumbering millions, has no prospects whatsoever of ever sgaiR
relurning to production under capitabism. The w&rwm
mwﬁmhbﬁngbﬂmg):w st the expense of The divest
and indirect of workers (through the reduction ot
real wages by and the intensis me)ﬂdz
the peasants, town peity-hourgeoisie, and of the




COMMUNIST REVIEW September,

Page 6
colonial peoples. Alongside of this, tremendous profits

received in 1933, and especially in 1934, by the capitalist 1ru-
and even in the heaviest years of the erisis (1930-31), 221
million dollars were paid to the parasites and rentiers in 1]
shape of dividends. The burden of militarism (which, in Jip:
for instance, amounts to almost half of the State budget) b
never, since the first imperialist war, been so unbearable as [:
as concerns the toiling masses in the capitalist countries.

In the U.S.8.R., on the other hand, further transformatio
have taken place in the social structure, as a result of which (!
Soviet Union has become a Socialist country, not only becau
the foundation of Socialist economy has been constructed the
but also because the majority of the population have finall
linked up their lives with Socialism. The capitalist elements |
the U.S.S.R. have almost completely been abolished in 193
amounting altogether to 0.1 per cent. of the total population
and numbering 174,000 people (while in 1928 the urban big and
ﬁy bourgeoisie constituted 4.5 per cent. of the total popul:

). Comrade Molotov declared at the Seventh Congress thal
bourgeois elements in the U.S.S.R. have remained “in th:
e of some memory.” The total number of proletarian:
(workers, office employees, etc.), on the other hand, has in-
creased from 26 millions in 1928 to 47 millions on January 1,
1934 (correspondingly their relation to the total population has
increased from 17.3 per cent. to 28.1 per cent.). And the collec-
tive farmers and the handicraftsmen in the towns, who have
been drawn into co-operative forms of work, and who together
constituted 2.9 per cent. of the population in 1928, amounted to
45 .9 per cent. of the population in 1934, while the individual
peasant sector in the village has been relegated to secondary
position.

“And so now we can say that Nep* Russia has become
transformed into Socialist Russia. Our country has
become transformed. In the main the great task set by
Lenin has been fulfilled. The vow given at Lenin’s tomb
eleven years ago by Comrade Stalin has been fulfilled.”—
Molotov. o :

The toilers of the Soviet Union, however, know

Socialist fatherland is growing wealthier, and
standard of living is rising uninterruptedly. p

+ Soviet Russia of the period of the New Economic Policy,

B

o —
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The Second All-Union Congress of Collective Farmers bears
clear witness to the tremendous steps taken by the Soviet Union
in the direction of achieving a well-to-do and cultured life for
all the toilers on the bagis of Socialism. But the main thing
which both the Congress of Soviets and the All-Union Congress
of “shock” collective farmerg showed, was that tens and
hundreds of thousands of talented organisers of the new life
have arisen from among the masses of toilers, Wide masses of
brigade leaders, tractorists, milk-maids, combine operators, and
farm directors have developed and continued to develop, people
who but a few years ago had seen nothing further than their
own little farm, and who are now learning to manage large-
scale Socialist production and to think and to solve problems
{from the State, proletarian point of view, and to rigse to partici-
pation in an active political and cultural life, on the hasis of the
collective farm Socialist structure.

And the women collective farmers have also developed so far
as to participate in the active struggle for Socialism, for a life
which is well-to-do, and for the achievement of Bolshevik
collective farms. It is not so long since these women were
forgotten and held down by the backward character of their
farms and by lack of culture. But now they are in the front
ranks of those who are building the new happy life of the collee-
tive farm. There is a point included in the new statutes recom-
mended for the agricultural artels (collective farms), which
entitles women engaged on collective farm work to two months”
leave prior to and after childbirth (to be paid for out of the funds
of the collective farms). Where, in any capitalist country which
cries about its “civilised character” and its “culture,” are social
measures possible on such a scale? Where can the peasant
woman count on receiving but one-hundredth part of the care
which she is receiving in the Soviet Union? Nowhere. Only in
the U.S.8.R., in the land of the dictatorship of the proletariat,
in the country where the toilers enjoy extensive democracy!

The two lines of world development are no less clearly lju-;-
played in the national question as well. Whereas capitalism
seeks a way out by robbing the colonies (the seizure of Man-
churia and the North of China by Japan, the war of Italian
imperialism against Abyssinia, etc.), and in national oppression
of every kind, the Bolshevik Party, armed with the teachings
of Lenin and Stalin on the national question, brought about,
after the October Revolution, the unification of the peoples of
the former Tsarist Empire into the impregnable Union of

et
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- Socialist Soviet lics. Successful steps are being take,
abolish the mmﬂ the nationalities which were forme:
backward and oppressed, and which, under Soviet Power, 1
~ entered on a period of stormy economic development. An
~ heard of development is taking place of the culture of the nus:
~ ous people which populate the U.S.8.R., culture which is natior:
~ in form and Socialist in eontent. Whereas in the colonial counts -
3 see the ripening of the revolutionary hatred of the 10l
3 ;u against the imperialist oppressors, and the growin -
- mnational liberation wars, as well ag the growth and the devel
mﬂmmwmmgm&c‘%gﬁszm
~ and peagants’ army, at the same time the peop) B.8.1
; %‘io joined together on a voluntary basis are full of revolutior
~ ary Soviet patriotism. And this Soviet patriotism is the ~lcarc
- expression of the tremendous international importance of 11
proletarian dictatorship, which is the mainstay of the wor -
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vanced Lo responsible positions, while the elrculation of the
central and regional newspapers in the Ukraine amounts to two
millions.

And the other path along which, for instance, the Polish im-
perialists have compelled the Ukrainian people in the Polish state
to take, is the path along which the Ukraine is transformed into
an agrarian and raw material appendage of Poland, It is the path
of poverty, unemployment, of 2 half-starved existence, and of
mass executions, It is the path where the national culture of the
Ukraine is destroyed, It iz a path where cight millions of
the Ukrainian population in Poland have 200 miserable
Ukrainian schools, and only two daily newspapers, while the
cireulation of these papers, according to the “Novy Chass,” gives
place even to the circulation of papers among the Eskimos,

But the oppositeness of the two lines of world development
was most sharply displayed on questions of democracy as they
affect the toilers,

Boviet power, as the State form of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, from the very moment that it arose, in the fire of
the October Reolution, ensured the very highest type of the
development of democracy, one unknown in the world (the right
of all toilers over 18 years of age 1o eclectoral rights, complete
equality for women, ete.). From the very first moment when it
came into existence, Boviet power embodied democracy for the
tollers, implying that the widest masses of workers and peasants
are drawn into the management of the State, and that the
exploiters are suppressed by all the measures at the disposal of
the State power. In the past, the special features of this prole
tarian democracy (including the special features of the electoral
system, namely, indireet, open, and not completely equal elee-
tions) ensured that the proletariat played a leading role in
relation to the small peasant owner in the economically back-
ward country, and ensured that the widest masses of toilers
would be trained by the proletarian vanguard in the difficult task
of the management of the Slate, S

From the very beginning, it was clear that these limitations
of electoral rights were of 2 temporary character, Furthermore,
in the Party programme, on Comrade Lenin’s suggestion, the
following was included, which indicated the further
lime of the Party in the direction of further democratising the
electoral system, to the extent that the sovial structure of the
Boviet Btate altered:— ‘
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“The task,” it stated, “facing the Party of the 1
tariat is to carry on uninterruptedly the suppression
the resistance of the exploiters, to carry on a strugyl
ideas against the deeply-rooted prejudices regarding 1
unconditional character of bourgeois rights and liberii
and at the same time to explain that when we depri
certain people of political rights, and when we underis!
any limitations whatsoever of freedom, these are nec
sary exclusively as temporary measures in the strugy
against the attempts of the exploiters to defend or
restore their privileges. To the degree that the objecti
possibility of man exploiting man vanishes, to that degr
the necessity of applying these measures will also (i
appear, and the Party will strive to narrow their sco
and to abolish them altogether.”

. The alteration in the social structure of the Soviet Unio:
~ (the tremendous growth in the numerical strength of the pro
: -.ﬁzt, the abolition of the kulaks, the victories of the collectiv:
1 system and of social property) have at the present time
- rendered it necessary to introduce alterations in the Soviet
Constitution, and to make it correspond to the changed socia)
- relations in the US.S.R. And only hourgeois philistines do not
‘understand the consistency of the Bolshevik line in this ques-
. It was on Comrade Stalin’s initiative that this question
- was dealt with at the February (19325) Plenum of the C.C. of
the CP.S.U. With supreme Leninist-Stalinist simplicity and
clarity, points were formulated, regarding the necesgity for
introducing alterations into the constitution of the U.S.8.R. in
the direction of (a) the further democratisation of the electoral
system in the sense of replacing the not fully equal by equal
- elections, indirect by direct elections, and open by closed elec-
~ tions; (b) the more exact definition of the social-economic basis
of the constitution in the sense of making the constitution
eorrespond to the present correlation of class forces in the
- USSR. (the establishment of a new Socialist industry, the
. abolition of the kylaks, the victory of the collective farm struc-
ture, and the establishment of Socialist property as the bhasis of
- Boviet society, etc.).

The proposals made by the C.C. of the C.P.8.U. were unani-
adopted by the congress, following a report made by
Molotov, and opened up a new epoch of Soviet demo-

September, 19
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~ What does the adoption of these decisions gignify 7 What
18 meant by the new epoch of Soviet democracy 7

The new epoch of Soviet democracy is the recognition of the
f‘act. that N.E.P. Russia has hecome Socialist Russia, that
Socialism in the U.8.8.R. has achieved victory finally and irre-
voca.?:]y._ that social property, recognised by Soviet law as sacred
and inviolate, has achieved victory in fierce struggle against the
hostllt_: (:laf_«:ﬁ fr{rr:err-:. In the Soviet Union the road is opened up
to a full life for all honest toilers, and to the degree that the
classless Socialist society is successfully built up, and the last of
the capitalist elements are destroyed, to that degree does the
time come closer when all limitations whatsoever over general
electoral rights will be abolished.

The equalisation of workers and peasants in the electoral
system of the Soviet State is an expression of the fact that the
workers and collective farmers are now engaged in the common
cause of Socialist construction. This equalisation is at the Aame
time an instruction calculated to do away with all distinetions
whatsoever between the workers and peasants, and to destroy
the contradictions between town and country.

The term “the new epoch of Soviet democracy” is at the same
time the clearest expression of the fact that the hourgeols order
which is developing from bourgeois democracy and parliamen-
tarism to the undisguised terrorist domination of capital over
the toilers, under the Fascist flag, has already a “foot in the
grave,” whereas in the Soviet Union “the growth of the prole.
tarian State and of its certainty of victory are to be seen in both
the small and large State reforms and in the alterations in the
electoral system now proposed.”

Hence, in the Soviet Union the replacement of “many-
h!_a;_’ff" methods of the election of the higher Soviet bodies (the
“indirect” method) by direct elections, and closed by open elee-
tions, as the expression of the indissoluble connection of the
Soviet Government with the masses, of the tremendovs confi-
dence in the Government by the masses of the people, as the

eyes of the widest masses of the toilers, and of the :;{rm.-l»; of the
Soviets to place the work of their bodies u;nfit:r the increased
control of the workers and peasants, and to still further develop
gelf-criticism and to check the Jinkr‘:'b::lwwn the organs of
Soviet Power and the widest masses of the pwpls'e. Hence, the
adoption by the SBoviet Government of all that is best in the
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and secret electoral law, and hence 1

_ Maanﬂ;oflﬁwiet
And precisely because the italist world is doomed
2 ' i mmen see this fatal d;«r
recognise the proximity of proletarian insurrection whic:
dnmin:tyim of the bourgeoisie and destr
private property, wage-slavery, landlord oppre
;&E and ferocious througho
for that reason has
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will ovuﬁm:}r the
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Faseism become so brut:
Japan, ete., and so irreconcilably hostile
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. The crisis of bourgeoiy democracy
imperialism as an epoch of parasitic,
ism, Ij; bec?.me sharpened in the period of the genera) erisis of
capitalism, in the period when the world became split into two
systems. And it has assumed exceptionally sharp forms in the
period when the advantages of the Soviet system, of planned
Socialist economy, have shown themselves with all their foree
and when, on the other hand, it has become clogr that the ?ﬂ)ur-’
geoisie can artificially  extend the existence of the rotten
and decaying capitalist system onl

r ; ¥ by methods of ecivil war
dl;'(_acted against the working class, by the organisation of
military penal servitude for the workers, by methods of Faselst

terror and by stirring up national and race hatred, Under these
conditions, the development towards Fascism has heeome the
basic line of the development of modern botirgeois States,
But Fascism, without distinction as to s nations) forms,
lays bare the existence of bourgeois power as that of the open
terrorist dictatorship of the bourgeoisie against the proletariaf,
Bourgeois power loses its last remnants of the appearance of
being a Government “of the people,” and openly exposes the
character of Fascist power as being directed against the peaple,
as one adopting the most hateful methods of government
(White terror, concentration camps, the abolition of the right
to strike, and of the fresdom to organise in trade unions, ete,).,
Ed - * =

began with the epoch of
rotting, and dying capitul-

It is difficult to overestimate the world historic importance
of the decisions made by the February Plenum of the C.C, of
the CPS.U. and of the Seventh All-Union Congress of Soviets,
and it will become clear in the not far distant 1 uture, in the still
greater stormy growth of the love and loyalty of the workers
and toilers throughout the world to their Socialist fatherland,
to the land of the dictatorship of the proletariat, as the most
powerful and freest country in the world,

The task facing the entire international Communist moves
ment is to make full use of the internstionsl importancs of the
Seventh All-Union Congress of Soviets, so as to organise the
passage of the world working-class movement to & eounter-
offensive against the attacks made by Fiselsm and the capital-
ists, and against the war danger, into 2 counter-offensive carried
through on the basis of the united fromt, and of & wide, g
anti-Fascist fromt of struggle. The alterations introduced into
the Soviet Constitution are 2 most powerful blow directed
against Social-Democratic ideciogy, and they must be utilised
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ose the reformist agents of the bourgeoisie within |
g 58§ movement. They smash up the last argun
y the Social-Democrats to defend the so-called abo
but in reality bourgeois democracy, a democracy whic
ancing towards Fascism everywhere,
1e Social-Democratic press presents a picture of comploi.
ul ss and confusit?n. The majority of the Soci:
cratic papers attempt to pass over in silence the worl
c decisions made by the Seventh All-Union Congress
Soviets. Others of them limit themselves to publishing {7
resolutions of the Congress regarding the further democratis:
tion of the-electoral system in the U.S.S.R., without making an
- comment, :
~ However, it should be stated openly that the majority o
sections of the Communist International have not as ye
de use of this confusion existing among the Sociul
cratic ies, have not made use to a tenth part of wha
could, in their struggle to win the majority of the workin:
against the bankrupt “socialism” and “democracy” of the
d International, of the mighty weapon given to the worll
arian movement by the decisions, which open a new epoch
' Soviet democracy in the U.S.S.R.

~ The Social-Democratic leaders are making use of the weak
- activity being displayed by the Communist Parties‘, and are at-
E tempting to concoct a new system of :‘argume_nts” in d-efence of
 bourgeois democracy, and to discredit the dictatorship of the
. proletariat, which is the only real widespread democracy for the
toilers. SEEE
Thus, the Menshevik interventionists, following on the heels
of the bourgeoisie, are attempting, for instance, to prove that
- the decisions of the Seventh All-Union Cong of iets gerve
~ to “proclaim and rehabilitate the principles .
~ democracy’ which, since October, 1917, /
ﬁhﬁplea of ‘Soviet democracy.’” fﬂu 1
l'}
- Your labor is wasted, Mesgrs. hii

The formal democracy, which the ew by
in October, 1917, will e again
the Soviet Union, for it was b on of the

of private
nstituen:

-~ g
_—— ——
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] Soviet democracy, on the other hand, differs quinmrmmlly
from the formal democracy of the hourgeoisie, and is the dicta-
torship of the proletarial which operates proletarian violence
against the bourgeoisie, and directs the toiling masses in the
reconstruction of the whole of the national .fr-numny and of
cult}lre as a whphe, on Socialist foundations, The basis of the
A S()v_let system is Socialigt, social, and not private property.
Social and not private property g sacred and inviolable, And
15 when all that is begt in the universal, direct, and secret ballot in
st fully introduced into life in the Soviet Republic, it takes place
=, on the basis of the Soviet system, and serves to strengihen still

=L UICTORIA
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? further the dictatorship of the proletariat, to render social

property more firm, to construct

Socialism, and 1o aboligh
classes.

At one time, many years ago, the passage of the Boviet
Union to the new cconomic policy (N.E.P.) caused hopes to rige
in the hearts of many capitalists that the U,8,8.R, would return
to the lap of capitalism, And now the contemptible leaders of
_Social-Demm:rar;y and the counter-revolutionary Menshevik
Interventionists are feeding themselves with hopes of the re.
establishment of “formal” democracy in the Soviet Union, i.e.,
of the re-establishment of bourgeois democracy, In vain, the
illusions of the capitalists connected with the passage of the
Soviet Union to N.E.P, werc very quickly shed. How many
weeks, if not days, will the present illugions of the SBocial-
Democrats last? It is true that none of the Social-Democratic
hacks take seriously what they write. This version seryves only
one purpoge, namely, that of supporting the democratic Musions
which the masses are losing. Maybe those backward sect lomg of
the workers who are not well up in politics will believe that the
U.S.8.R. is turning back to the formal (Le., bourgeois) demo-
cracy so beloved of the Social-Democrats,

But can we conceive that any wide masses of workers in
the capitalist countries will believe that the Soviet Union i
abandoning the Soviet democracy, which has degtroyed unem-
ployment in the towns, and poverty in the villages, and ensured
an uninterrupted advance in the standard of living of the toiling
masses, a8 well as their participation in the management of the
State, and the complete reorganisation of the whole of national
economy and culture on a Socialist foundation? Of course not!
And this argument about the turn of the Soviet Union to formal
bourgeois democracy bears clear witness to the helplessness of
the Social-Democrats in their struggle against Communism, in




T COMMUNIST REVIEW

Septembe:

inst the Soviet democracy being pu .
ation l; t?lgem;imtorahip of the proletariat in the S
ial-Democratic press, taking into accoun
m?:e"s:ikﬁm of the version they put forward, are ‘hf.t.—“
&g to make use of purely Trotskyist arguments in the stru;
3 t the Soviet Government. The equalisation in the «
. system between workers and peasants is, they allcgei‘
e attempt made by the Bolsheviks to rest on the peasants
ap: the workers, and implies, allegedly, that the reforn
the benefit of the village and, what is more, to the village
P ‘whole, including the peasant proprietors,” and that ,I’t can
4 k&fpre'bed as a desire to attract precisely the k_ul’gks (Se(f‘ 11
aper of the Polish Socialist Party, the “Robotnik ).” Add}c.rll
oul anti-Soviet lie about “attracting the kulaks” as ~)('1'-
essence of the alterations in the Soviet Cprlgstltutmp‘. are h:
1 more hypocritical doubts of the “Robotnik” as to “whet i
individual peasants in the Soviet Union, who still con_stltu‘
per cent. of the agricultural population, have the right
a” 1

K

: ny doubt that even the most backward Socizl
'M%ﬁrﬁ:k:rg will expose this anti-Soviet onslaught of th
i "Sodn.l-l)emocmtic press, and will clearly see that the equalisation
“of the rights of the workers and peasants in the Soviet Union is
~ the result of the fact that the overwhelming masses of the
- former peasants, of the former peasant proprietors, have taken

the path of the collective farm life, the path to Socialism.
- whereas the kulaks, who have been smashed up and abolished
" as a class, and the former kulaks um.@l,obtam CWI! nghti
again if they become re-educated and mﬂn‘t they will wor
honestly, as toilers and not as exploiters '

- a factor which will assist in still furtk

~ence betwen the town and the v
; asants, by transforming them
ist society.

- Soci;

~~ However, it is useless seekin,
- ments of the Social-Democrats,
.~,‘5-|.¢'1
counter-revolutionary s

Therefore afteronly.l“l_t .
effect that the Bolsheviks
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democracy, or to the effect that the reform alje
attra.c_ting the k}llaks, the Social-Democratic wriit{s:'i.}va:};eatﬂé
tempting to convince their readers that the democratisation of
em is of “no practical importance,” And
herg _thgy give themselveg away as open agents of the bour-
geoisie in the ranks of the working class, ag counter-revolution-
ary fighters for the overthrow of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, and for the restoration of capitalism in the U.8.8.R.
Previously the Social-Democrats speculated on the indirect,
not fully equal, open and not universal, electoral system in the
U.S.S.R. Now they can no longer speculate in this regard, It
must be recognised that nowhere in the world is there such a
universal electoral system as in the U.S.S.R., since only an

f the Soviets are

deb: n t ] e elections, Whereas,
in “democratic France, for instance, one-half of the population

(women) have not got the right to vote, In addition, young
people under 21 years of age, people who live in France hut horn
in the colonies (and French at that), foreigners, and soldiers
are debarred from participation in the elections,

In the “democratic” U.8.A., young people from 18 to 21 years
of age also have not the right to vote, while in the Southern
States of America negroes are, in fact, deprived of the right to
vote (for an educational qualification is required), while in
various States, a property qualification or a payment of an clec-
toral tax is required, and this excludes the unemployed from
participation in the elections. But even among those who have
the right to register their votes it is usual that slightly more
than 40 per cent. make use of their right, whereas in the Soviet
Union we see an unheard-of growth in the activity of the elec-
tors. In the 1934 elections to the Soviets, 93 per cent. of the
town electors, men and women, registered their votes, while the
corresponding figure for the village was 83 per cent.

As regards democratic rights and voting by the people in
Fascist countries (Germany, Austria, Poland, Italy, ete.), the
bourgeoisie there have transformed these into a foul comedy,
the success of which is ensured by bayonets and by the employ-
ment of savage, unbridled, nationalist demagogy. The whole
system of the Soviet elections ensures competition at the elec-
tions between the shock workers (“udarniks”) of Bocialist

try, agriculture, and Party work, and ensures the free
election of the most popular and most beloved fighters for
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iali the best of the best builders of the clasrslt‘:fzf ij'\ ety.
SOC]:I%llll:mS,OCial-Democratic leaders have now tof dt({l{‘-‘ld}r:-)ll"!'
gelves openly in favor of those very featur(_asho‘ i cth}u
democratic system, the introduction of which in )f E ';11}-‘.|

ion would imply a step towards the restoration o mgf e
UmD:l : freedom of the press for th_e_bourgemste, ar?g_ 1\ ‘
?(?:n bcr}u'rgei)is political parties tnl:adp]g.it('tlcicl(?a(;cg g‘l.v t;l';e \ilii{fl 1;;}211....I=‘

i hereby would like e b
Socxtsﬁ'DeTcﬁi:}?a‘;l dictitorship, namely, the 53mplo3,1 rjnc(,]rtu. :
Of 1 ' pagainst the bourgeoisie, and the leading tI;)itdF“T'
e er‘éciiat in relation to the toilers as a whole, for t(" estl
i'zfc?rlueo? classes and the construction of classless society.

1y understands that the U.SAS.R:

s evcelergrnv;?lﬂ;;e;e; lle)zrgapitalist countries, that f_reedo-rlr:‘
g is press (and, what is more, for bourgeols rl)arln e
the l'.)om'geoflS 1? the capitalists to bribe the unstable be er p
Hauigrn ‘?oilers and to deceive them by their ;{u it #
i t hgl‘he inﬂl;ence of the bourgeoisie in the U.S.IS.t .rs‘ i
ideology. by the existence of 174,000 kulaks, s;_)ecu_a(& o
s g apitalism have continued to be mglgtalnef xl'm er-
Remnants o Cofpthe masses (and not only of mdwuiua]d a R
COHSC]OUSPBS? consciousness of collective farmers ant };avt RO
but also In td 4 ections of the proletariat) . The contrz;.ls be e
e guk“':.;d iountr}' and, what is more, between physica d
the town ,

i truggle is a

et been abolu_ahed: The s :

assl LR havelnog.g};inst the anti-social, anti-State, a&t;,;—
fierce class struggle o e pecnldl e o

‘ i i the
‘ i thening of social propert :

: tection and streng ] E
g JEht%(aI)I'.'SO()\r'1et system, by the organs :st the d i gregte,
et Ooletariat——and this s_truggle h?ii i umed
?x;epoll}'}c‘ance precisely now, 1n connec

ial property. :
50C1Th§ decisions of th}? Séavei):;hcgggtgiiﬁsg

i tions in the SoV! -‘
prn a]f‘i;:il‘;?cal and theo:getlcal ?tr‘;gghli
%na:i};; I;J\" Comrade Stallnﬁ aﬁa;r;s g

< ’ who ha P
oviev and Kamenev, !
%;1111(1};&:?— revolution, and against the

TrOtZsilr{;;;Jiev distorttefl E\?;no‘;r}:g; li'e
i “dictato p f __
the%\?hﬁ tcil:l thlis thesis imply? T

Party to the Soviet Government,

-une:, "'W” pr— e e
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of the proletariat. Fundamentally, this thesis iroclai
break between the Party and the broad masges {)t‘ n:nrj][;!:rt;
workers and peasants, and excluded the possibility of developing
Soviet democracy. This thesis is Social-Democratic, counter-
revolutionary slander against the Soviet Government,

Following Zinoviev, his fellow-champion in the struggle
against the Party, Kamenev, declared that the vitalising of the
Soviets would lead to the

\ “lower rungs of the Soviet system
Eeang svxamped by the petty-bourgeois elements.” And Trotsky's
theory” to the effect that the system of War Communism is

characteristic of the whole transition period by no means
a]lowet_i for the development of Soviet democracy,

It is only the untiring struggle of Comrade Stalin against
the counter-revolutionary Trotsky-Zinoviey bloe, which ad-
vanced the thesis to the effect that it is impossible to build
Socialism in a single country, not believing in the revolutionary
power of the proletariat and of its ability to take the lead over
Lhe peasants, that made it possible to bring about the destruc-
tion of the anti-Party groups and to victoriously build Socialism
and to announce a new epoch of Soviet democracy at the Seventh
Congress of Soviets,

Messrs, the Mensheviks are attempting in their struggle
against the Soviets and against the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat to make use of the remnants of the capitalist elements,
and the relics of capitalism in the consciousness of the masses
which have been smashed up (but not as yet finally wiped out).
Hence their dissatisfaction at the way Soviet democracy is being
carried through to the end, and is serving to strengthen the
dictatorship of the proletariat, to destroy classes, and to destroy
the relics of capitalism in the consciousness of the masses.
When the Social-Democrats come forward in favor of freedom
of the press for the bourgeoisie, and in favor of making hour-
geois parties legal, they are carrying on a desperate struggle
against the dictatorship of the proletariat in the U.8.8.R., for
the restoration of capitalism, and of bourgeois domination, The
toiling masses of the U.S.8.R., on the other hand, led by their
mighty Bolshevik Party, and by the mighty leader of the world
proletariat (Comrade Stalin), are making a tremendous step
forward to the classless Socialist society,

History has passed its sentence, namely, that the cause of
Socialism, the cause of the U.S.8.R., the cause of Lenin and
Stalin, is invincible. And the miserable, contemptible Social-
Democratic leaders will not be able to stop this triumphant

%
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' ialism which is taking the place of the |
’Mmstogarsmbm'sm of capital, which is in a frenzy in |

efforts to extend the domination of the bourgeois slave -
doomed as it is to death.
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The Labor Party’s New Moves
By R. DIXON

clining support of the working class for the L.;f
Par‘tlerlehS; beconrﬁe thp(?(;burce of much alarm in both re,:a‘i(i I
and bourgeois circles. Mr. Lang rages at it, moderate tc_u
deplores it, and the capitalist press fears it. Several soluti
are offered. Mr. Lang is certain that the solution rests in T.
continuation and extension of his lead_erhlp and policy; . '_
capitalist press and some Labor Party circles are equally celt‘-g
that the solution is bound up with the rr-:,l’noval of Mr. Lang ‘d,w-.
his replacement by a more “moderate” leader, a la Forga
Smith. ; 7

remedies, however, are futile, for the disease o!
thesﬁsgogu;?:ty is incurable. Its decline is the product of its
and present policy, which takes as its point of departure
e permanency of capitalist relations, and which has the purpose
of working within the boundaries set by capitalism to improve
and perpetuate the system. Having taken up the cudgelstho?
behalf of capitalism, and being bound body and soul to 3
system, the disintegratifon o‘g‘tt{ge LuBm' Party proceeds inevif-
i he collapse of capitalism. .t
I lyTl?;tgeiline ofpthe Labor Party has been rapid since th:
iers’ Conference of 1931. At that time the Labor Party
constituted the Government in four Pa liaments out
in the Commonwealth. Included in
~ decisive points in the economic and
namely, the Federal, New South Wi
ents. Added to this was the fact
1929 and the N.S.W. elections of
ept into office with the largest
time. o
With these factors in its fi
on to deal with the capitalist cri
. approach the questions from |

September, 1935

COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 21

class, from the point of view of the class struggle, The
slogan “Equality of sacrifice” was raised. Then came
‘the infamous wage-slashing Premiers’ Plan, prepared and
endorsed by the Labor Governments. [t proclaimed the equal
right of' all the oppressed and exploited to carry the burdens of
the crisis and the sanctity of capitalist profits. Thus, the real

meaning of the slogan, “Equality of sacrifice.”

The announcement of the decisions of the Premiers’ Confer-
ence of May-June, 1931, was received with mixed feelings in the
ra.n_ks of the working class, Large sections at first refused to
believe that the Labor Party had so betrayed them. But as the
application of the Premiers’ Plan commenced to make itself felt
in the pay envelopes, as the weeks, months, and years began to
pass and the conditions of the masses worsened, so the full
extent of Labor Party duplicity has more and more impressed
itself in the minds of the workers.

If the Labor Government produced the Premiers’ Plan and
took the first steps to apply same, they were not allowed to
complete the process. Within twelve months of the signing of
the Plan, the Labor Governments had all been replaced by
openly bourgeois Governments. These latter proceeded to
vigorously apply the provisions of the Premiers’ Conference,

In preparing the Premiers’ Plan and taking the first steps in
applying it, the Labor Party rendered a service of untold value
to the ruling class. This was its task. The way was smoothed
for the attacks the employers were determined to launch. Had
the Labor Governments continued, then the Labor Party itself
would have been wrecked by internal strife, whilst its mass
influence would have been destroyed. As it is, there has been
a very serious undermining of its mass influence,

Thus, the Premiers’ Plan is an important signpost on the
downward path of the Labor Party. One could say, quite cor-
rectly, that it was a turning point leading to a steeper decline.
Its effects are not being reduced with the passing of time, but
are manifesting themselves more acutely. This is recognised
very fully within the Labor Party itself. Thus, Mr. Lang, in his
recent speech to delegates from Labor Party leagues and trade
unions, after suggesting that the next Federal Parliament
(which he hopes will be controlled by the Labor Party) may

have to face a situation similar to that of 1931, declared: “If we
do get a situation like that, we don’t want another Premiers’
Plan.” (“L.D,” Aug. 1.) This dismal note has much truth in
it. “Another Premiers’ Plan would mean the end of the Labor
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i i fition of the even
Party.” As to the likelihood of a repe
1331? that is a subject for another article.

i i i i the Labor |
next important issue in the t;eclme of
is t’]I'l‘(}; einte:rmal d%:sension and split within the organisation

main struggle is that betwet_en the Federal anfl' .\”
Sta'tl:eh irganisationgs. It is confined, in the mau}_. to ftrhf' (-l{r”,‘
ship, and takes the form of two cliques strugg ul)]g i il“ ;
No basic questions of principle are invelved. Bot gr_i ,p'. o
from the standpoint that the economic crisis is prlmazq u)-.:{] f
in finance, which must be overc_ome_wﬂ;_hm the skyg Lr Al
capitalism, and each proposes nationalisation of banking a
golution.

i that Lang and the N.S.W. Labor Party raise
issule} cig E}fgfi’remiers’ lglan as if it were the basis o_f phe dl.‘w‘jr]);l
This, however, is an attempt at evadmg_ gesponslblht%.‘ A
pon,-’ very poor, deception. Lang .pax,-tlclpated equally m\ :
Scull’in in the production of the Premiers’ Plan and no amou
lying will erase that fact. : f | .

The struggle between the rival chqueg; within the d.}'.f.
Party was going on for a num_ber of years prior to the comme}rll_r :
t of the economic crisis in 1929 and the actual split, w l‘ﬁﬁ ;
o recipitated by the expulsion of Theodore from the N.S. {
‘Sv?:tg) Branch, took place several weeks prior to the Premiers

3 ay-June, 1931.
Con;;r:rr;ci c:g 1(\;lmfbt, however, that under the pressure of mn%s
resentment to the Premiers’ Plan the dispute was sharpe&:etr:
did all possible to hide his infamy, and manoeuvre

L?“‘f-t the resentment of the masses against Federal Lgabor, _t,'{
dWde rmine its authority and thereby create the conflitions i_m{
ﬁ]i]s iontrol of the Labor Party on a Federal scale For a v]_-]-)elg?{"
some success attended his efforts, but only for jod. To-d :
his chickens are coming home to roost. The comin;
to realise the part he played in the pru
Plan. This, together with the su 39
democracy within the N.S.W. Lal:-ori a
succession of rank and file revolts against

The igsues in the diqpute bhetween the

parties, which are mainly personal, m.
masses in the Labor Party. The mut‘,ug!_‘
and counter charges have, however,
refying mess of opportunism and in
the Labor Party, to the masses,
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A third factor in the decline of the Labor Party was the
abject capitulation of the N.S.W. Labor Government in May,

1932, to the pressure of the Federal Government and the demand
of Governor Game that it resign.

In the months leading up to that event Lang excelled himgelf
in “fighting” speeches. He shouted: “The revolution is here,”
threatened that “if they force me far enough I will go the whole
hog,” told the workers that he was fighting their battle and that
the time was arriving when they must “stand by him,” etc. The
atmosphere was laden with class tenseness and the workers were
“standing by.” Then the moment for action came. The bour-
geoisie threw overboard its sanctified and purified constitution,
revealed capitalist dictatorship in its brutal open form and re-
moved the Labor Government from office, Overwhelmed, the
Labor Party submitted meekly and mildly. But in so doing it
did untold damage to its prestige. The workers were diggusted,
whilst the petty bourgeoisie deserted. A strong stand by the
Labor Party in that situation would have raised the fighting
enthusiasm of the workers to new heights and have swept the
vacillating petty beourgeosie behind it. This would have meant,
however, the calling of the working class into struggle—the
launching of a general strike, in which the workers were in the
mood to engage. In face of such a movement, no government
could have stood, particularly the Stevens outfit, which eked out
a very precarious few weeks as it was.

It was of struggle, however, that the the Labor Party was
more afraid than anything else. It resigned and called upon
the workers to take no action, but to await the ballot—to yield
to the capitalists who had torn up the constitution and baulked

the law which they so persistently demand the workers shall
respect.

In taking that step the ruling classes did irreparable harm to
the constitution and at the same time gave the workers a lesson
in class struggle. They revealed the truth that “real class rule
. . . lies outside of Parliament” (Lenin). In that one action a
remarkable impulse was given to the undermining of the faith
of the masses in the “rock-bound, all-powerful” parliamentary
system, in “true British democracy” and bourgeois law and
order. Since then the declining interest of the masses in parlia-
mentary elections has been the source of much comment in the
bourgeois and Labor Party Press.
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enthusiasm and energy once displayed in elec
‘seen in tl.ne unions. The marked revival of i,lr};'it?'tl::a:ﬁn?m
tly obvmgs to even the most superficial obseryer A new
re of working-class struggle is taking place, and Ijhu moY-
, the driving apirit of this development is the revolu-
-movement. The strike wave is mounting to new heights
e solidarity and enthusiasm of the masses is growing,
ruling class and the Labor Party are seriously alarmed
_ d_evelqpment. The more g0 in view of the dangerous eco-
‘situation.  Precisely because the capitallsts know only
y to try to solve their economic difficulties, namel
ng the wages and conditions of the toiling masses ; 50, the
it mood of the masses, their determination to nmiss!.-'l‘ur’lhar
on .the_lr wages and conditions, Is a grave mensce,
ther Premiers’ Plan” is almost unthinkable, sspecially ns
por Party shows no sign, as yet, of recovering from the
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Labor Party must be rehabilitated, its atiractivensss
d, and parliamentary illusions restored in the masses,
L end the New South Wales organisation has decided on 8
8" campaign for the next Federal elections, Pennies are
, campaign funds established, and the attention of
% i8 to be riveted on returning a Labor Government,

reai meaning of this perfidy is best revealed in the re-
of Mr. Lang to the meeting of representatives from Labor
leagues and trade unions, held July 31, 1935, He stated
eh week there was some instance or other where workers
pdustries and factories were “prepared to back up theilr
with direct action, if necessary, in a demand for betier
itions, Many sections of the unemployed have shown thelr
y to h”ke a determined stand against the worsening of their

ile only straws in the wind, these incidents show that the
m of fear with which the newspapers have kept the
i losing its effect.” He then went on to point out
akening determination to fight must be organised
(8 view o the next Federal eloctions.”

hese remarks are self-condotnnstory,

he numerous strikes may be likenod Lo straws which show
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s ; .- wind m g, but it seems Mr. Lang cannot r« ad
mﬁm & s0 méx “the campaign of fear with which
straws. ml se kept the workers guiet” (whatever tha

abergy is passing, but rather, the stultifying, reaction.r
e o the Lk Party. . -

i strike wave is rising, the will of the masses “to fight” is
WL ﬂleﬁwsi:ﬂr;san’a becoming clearer, whilst the res :

) Jle of the Labor Party is more and more evident to all
wmtg‘:vﬁge is *!ﬂu;ifg is forcing flames of revolt, not
: mﬁe ion. To imagine that the “‘reawakening -determ:matmn' (
‘the masses “to fight” can be diverted into an tglecto;al fi:-!‘- :
i Labor v is to have the imagination of a foo!
‘paign for the IMP:ﬂy is ! -

periods in the earlier hi labor
- ‘been ds in the earlier history of the
3 'h:m';'l;hma:;th:& there was a i!eactien_to the Labor Partyl; éj
~ the eve of the war a marked turn of the masses from @ge oo
~ Party was noticeable. This was accompanied by a rapid gr g
~ in the influence and organisation of t;:h_e IWW Follown:lg k-
~ war the decline of the Labor Party was even more marked, i
~ the 0.B.U. movement reached cons:dem?lse dimensions. Anarc -
- syndicalism, however, is a tendency which is incapable of carry :
ing the struggle against capitalism through to the end. It tzﬁb
‘but a phase in the labor movement, and was unable t:g hold the
‘masses. Hence, after a period of time, the Labor arg; was
restored and strengthened. That, however, cannot happen
~ again. The main difference between the past and the p!
~ the existence of the Communist P To-day
~ masses turn from the Labor Pa
Cor munist Party. There will be 1
ag " the past.
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m'l)_efnocracy of Socialism ;r_z;l_t_he
Dictatorskip of Capitalism

By E. w. (.

umanity is now forced to choose
These words, used by Comra

g article in the “Sydney
’ : “A Choice of Serfdoms” is what
phrase is construed to mean. Socialism and Fascism are

together as “two despotisms,” and “none of the groups
avor such systems has any right to denounce the others,
ght belongs only to those who believe in constitutional
acy.”’ Furthermore, “for the Jeft wing to hold up hands of
at Fascist excesses is the merest hypoerisy. It is not the
es they_l:g.ment, but only the fact that they themselves are
L 3) position to commit excesses of their own.” (Vide

(in “Two Tacties of Social-Democracy in the Demo-
volution”) writes: “From the vulgar hourgeois stand-
the concepts ‘dictatorship’ and ‘democracy’ mutually

each other. Not understanding the theory of eclass
le, and accustomed to see on the political arena only a
Squabble of various bourgeois circles. and cliques, the
iS conceives the dictatorship to be the repeal of all
s, of all guarantees of democracy, tyranny of every kind,
possible abuses of power in the personal interests of the
Ir.” (“Marx, Engels, Marxism,” p. 129.)
ence. according to the “S.M.H.,” Socialism or Fascism
ents “a choice of contrasted forms of slavery” compared
mstitutional democracy. We are told that “fortunately
ritain and the Empire the issue need never present itself.”
British character, reflected so faithfully in British institu-
, has an instinetive dislike for violence. . . . It prefers, in
to keep to the middle course.” Presenting the matter in

18 first of all an attempt to bolster up the failing confi-
of the masses in bourgeois democracy and to deny its
ition. Secondly, it is an attempt to cover up the fact ti_la.t
m the democratic countries of -capitalism, including
and Australia, the overwhelming majority of the popu-

s i
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only be liberated under Socialism

nent is private property;,l the divi-
ion of soci the ownership by a small group of

mmi’f m:gﬁes : tﬁap“ﬁaiistz?emd big landlords of all the vitul
nd impo “gtaﬂt'méms of production, which enables them t\
e Jabor of the Wﬁrk%ig clags, as well as the toil

The basis of

it the wage-labor
1e poor farmers.
It is well known,
on, and class division we
~ already established prior
. system, which arose

 of slaves. The slaves, body and
s, and the latter, to maintain th‘ejlu

creation of a special force. 1_1.5
rci violently imposing th

S.

lace to feudalism, and the
State. Within the feuda! |
ps developed, and becamc
italist class, finding its
ntered in‘tco armed con- |
riumphant. o |
italis “feudalism, however, did not
3§ The victory of capitalism over feudalism, s

bring an end to private rty, eﬁlmtatmn, and class di

prope _

itati £ serfs by the feudal ords gave
Exp}mta"w;;;‘:-‘laborers by the capitalists.
d in a new form between the
je and the pr.oletanat.

sing its will upon the masses.

?fj:n;:gheir struggle against the
sted support from the demo
1ands for secret, universal, anc
ing gained the ascendency,
se slogans towards reactlo;: :)r%
er, during the epoc

. fangg the twentieth
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of speech and freedom of th
cet, universal, and equal
that the masses had
by whom, they would

his is no more than

€ Dress proclaimed, and

suffrage said to exist, it

the possibility of determining

be governed,

an illusion is clg '

that all the best halls, etc., are om};ertllpl;l; t‘l"l};erl;o::;e

“Who can—and do—refuse their use to the workers. All
rinting presses, supplies of paper, etec., are likewise in

of the capitalists, and, in addition to this freedon{ of

d press is further restricted for the work

S : workers by laws
d sedition. As for universal and equal suffrage, the

the bourgeoisie enjoys monopoly of ownership in the
p_Eroductlon ensures its continued domination, and
t 18 made a very effective screen for concealing this
With possession of all the means of creating ideology
y ehurch, press, wireless, etc.), the bourgeoisie strives
& respect for the law, the basis of which is protection
e property.
en during the most peaceful period of development,
“forces and deception alone could not guarantee the
rule of the hourgeoisie. The growth of capitalism
by concentrating the wealth into fewer and fewer
vhilst an increasing proportion of the population is
‘to the position of wage-slaves and semi-paupers.
it the law is not strong enough to prevail against
‘and want; more and more are the sacred rights of
iroperty violated. Here the other side of the bourgeois
D operates. The police, the courts, and the prisons
t into play against transgressors, and when discon-
nrest take on a mass character, such as strikes and
rations in times of crisis, it is no uncommon thing for
tto be called into action against the masses. ;
ntemporary press is very fond of reasoning that this
omenon peculiar only to some other countries, and
7er happen in Britain or Australia, because ofuour ;
lislike of violence, etc. The “Daily Telegraph” of
setting out to prove something along these lines,
sly provides us with evidence in contradiction. It
Fhen the metropolis of the Empire was in the ‘dlsmfy
ral strike, the choicest of all British regiments,
uards and Coldstreamers, were used to give to the
ts confidence in perfect social security.” And 'g
“During the war, in which some nations ha
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“which was often promised but has not vet been
Arabi and the Egyptians were defeated and Egyp-
nee ceased, Almost immediately there was a
d Budan under the Mahdl, who made rapid headway
army under the British General Hicks was 1'(,[[]‘
out and it was decided to withdraw all garrisons
General Gordon wag sent to Khartoum to evacuate
there. Gordon, however, was killed hefore a British
sdition arrived. It was while Khartoum was being
the Mahdi’s troops that Italy, with ﬁl"ilih?;
gnt, occupled Massawa in Eritrea, beginning, in East
t imperialist advance which, in 1935, has brought it
t of the goal of dismemberment of Abyssinla, It was

ilitarism, during
was mainly ind
g outcome was C
that twenty yeo
:‘Wnden[,‘l: i

Australi: i rpose of taking part in this Sudan Campalgn that
d traditior i Bremier W. B. Dalley undertook to send his N.S.W,
other han: 2

r Part

cl ‘opposition to the sending of thig contingent was wide-
King cla; |

but was not altogether due to anti-militarist feeling.
We have pointed out in previous articles, the republican
bnt was very strong in Australia fifty years ago, and, as
alt, anti-imperialism was often merely anti-British-
alism. We find republicans supporting the seizure of New
and making of the British refusal to annex that country
r argument in favor of creating an Australian Republie,
the popularity of the republican ideal was a reflection of
icalism, the democratic aspirations and the sturdy inde-
sses of the people—a huge proportion of
om had sought a new world out here which would be a refuge
i old-world tyranny. The thousands of escapees from the
8ll’s dungeon that was mid-nineteenth century capitalist Eng-
$and or the expatriated victims of BEritish oppression in Ireland,
id not but feel a burning hatred of imperialism, militarism
Sand oppression and all their works and 3 glowing sympathy with
S %he Budanese fellabeen and nomads rightly struggling to pre-
'f Serve their freedom, and have z healthy contempt for the
S hypocrisy that placed upon the brow of imperialist banditry
= the halo of a crusade.

At zny rate the opposition to Dalley’s proposal was strong.
Mass meetings were held everywhere protesting against the
sending of Australians to Africa. One of those meetings was
held at the Queen’s Statue, Sydney, on Monday, March 2, 1885,
According to press reports, 3000 were present when the meeting




T
————

- Page 36 COMMUNIST REVIEW Beptember, 1935 —
3 " COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 37

‘days, just fifty years later! But, said Walker,

title for Mr. Dalley. “It is again,” he said, "a

kets of England. When Ge sval Gordon was

the Khedive, I will admit that he lgsued a pro

nst slave hunting at the same time that he hought l

If, and recognised the right of ownership to such I'
|

opened at &, and by 9 that number had risen to 5000. The o
ing wag organised by the Secular Association (Freethinker)
which was very strong in Australia at that time and whi
contained many Socialists. Two resolutions were carried. The
first ran thus: ’

“That this meeting condemns the action of Mr. Dalley
 offering the troops of this colony to the British Governmer
" for service in the Sudan, without first consulting the repre:
tatives of the people; and further stigmatises Mr. Dalley’s actic
25 unconstitutional and tyrannical.”

The second resolution read as follows:

“That the foregoing resolution he forwarded to His Exci
lency the Governor, with a request that it may be transmiti
' to the British Cabinet in London.”
~ This second resolution was moved by Thomas Walker, a we!
~ known freethought lecturer and later a member of parliament
West Australia. At the close of the meeting three cheers wo
ven for the “Evening News,” the only paper represented
ach an important meeting of the working classes in Sydney.
Both resolutions, it is stated, were carried unanimously.

, when he went into the service of the English,
eaties and proclamations relating in any way 1o
gion of the slave trade were annulled, and a proclama- f
ued restoring all the rights, or, I should =ay, the i
glavery. It was to give them their rulers and the
i back, so the English might depart in peace, that
tured in the Sudan.” It iz only necesgary to add, k
across the Red Sea, which is surrounded by British
on every hand, the slave-trade still flourighes and
has arisen to take the place of Chinese Gordon another
Benito Mussolini, to free East Africa of slaves!
r's Theatre Royal meeting carried a resolution (“with
e dissentients”) condemning the action of the Govern-
ind subscribed the money for the publication of the lecture,
WMelbourne, too, there was gainst the
| ops. The Victorian G
ge::tf, ;djll‘.:;,)?}’l‘f jingoes were 1"!‘?1“,."“-_1"! would h"_i'-"—' 5“"”’]’“"”"‘?‘:1
h action and wino did support British aggression i jfsir}cd.
| Dalley’s proposal in New South \*«"alf-e . A weekly paper wn'h
ge ci;'(:ulatien and a great deal of influence was 1.hr.: l,1|;(:r:a,-
ﬂrgan of the Secularists, published 1n .M“”).’JUI'IIQ, .';mdr t'.fr
are the fres thought papers of !.u-_fia,y. Thig
jper carried on a PEre tent campaign against the Hu}{a;: ‘:sz;r
d against the local jingoes. Joseph . Bymes, the we -HIJIJ l;
$rec-thought lecturer and I:r'f[Jéz"{‘f-t“’i’-“, was 1ts '[:'d(liml{.ht :i f}t:e
~ forward 4 “modest proposal”’ that _rf_‘f;{h‘— to have .'f}”‘f ff R
" hearts of Australia’s imperialists. The Angh:;}au B;h {'k)p* o n'gle
‘were English soldiers fighting fo protc [Reat was one of the Neoolers-on.” He spoke @ th-];’ ‘r“th,e
kets of the money-lenders.” Arabi h: errand” of the British troop® :».-hul-,'.-c;rr_:“ut;} r.jnr:?rn a_-:j rlc? z
d. and now the fight was being taX Sudan, Turkey would be _"rsijg,s_—r,.-f_»:r:».jj bf:' 1(.‘n‘rr()ﬁg. niljﬁant -
ad been sent and Gordon was killed enlightened domination of a ( oh r-;:_iﬁn f"{mﬁ:?:is”-—-\/icturié e
he country nor did the troops v course, the “fat old lady with the fad(wn  rodden peasanth
his death have any right th JN.B.), to thefﬂ:?ﬁim’?}{:.ﬁ mijiiﬁn;;m 11914-' g an{lﬂﬂ‘
= o0z B a\. 2. p " o A -
ino that it w: d?jrrxrrjanllﬂsi to mention, it is ‘_im[{ossxblp to change—"bishop-
.....::yg,l;gcm thlat . Tature”! As Christ once said: “It is easier for a camel to pass

Lo

Mr. T. Walker took a prominent part in the campaign again
, sending of troops. The Government and the militarists wer
uring to whip up enthusiasm and, after Dalley’s offer o
jstic meetings were held in the Sydney Town Ha
Exhibition Building. At these meetings precaution
, that no opposition be allowed voice. The Sunda:
big Exhibition meeting, Mr. Walker addressed an
and crowded meeting in the Theatre Royal. The
” favorably and fully reported the address. Th
was an unjust one, said the gpeaker, wh
a review of the position there. He spoke o
the one hand was fighting for freedom and f«
n of the soil fighting for his fatherland,” whil

strong agitation &
overnment did not gend a
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through the eye of a needle than a bishop to change hi.
Bpotﬂ !n pote P b

Symes! “modest prw h men Of thiﬂ Hk was:

Australia really cannot
little bloodshed, T would
of the several colonies
t them and all the bishop:
der turn out and go to the
e away at each other until there
and then a grateful country will
where they fall. I would,

“Now, if the Dalleys and
contain themselves, re
oblige them. Let the
buy them arms and
and parsons who
desert ; and then
is not one left to
erect a mon
‘myself, pronour
_gratulate the
of the dangerous

The same J
“Address to Aust
~ reprinted in, among
~ (28-2-85). The “Address” was
- tralia to refuse to support the
~ Parts of it deserve quotation:
- “ . .. Do you imagine that the O
this Sudan affair, suppose you, an i
why offer help? Is the war a
~ case. The Britons have no right in
- Egypt. Why would you help them?
- be the poor Africans who are suff
- and oppression. My advice to you i
~ selves. The quarrel is an unjust on
noble about it. It is a wanton and
- land, and your sympathies should
 defending their country against B:
British were invading NSW. or V
ible news to you that the Mahdi
‘invaders? Think over it! . .. If
: e with justice, not with the robb
Old Country are the meanest of may
_and rapine . . . By helping England in
assist to murder and rob a down-trod
1 do worse than that. The English
ev are poor and despairing. They
poorer . . . Could you, ean you, gh
kith and kin in the Old Land, as

his paper an
circulated, being
“Evening News”
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do more. You will rivet their fetters the
glaves of aristocrats and priests. Every
postpones their day of emancipation. Every

ies of the poor. And for Australasia! Do
national debts . . . to be taxed and robbed here
it England? Then go to war . . . Who is to get
L. your glory? To be shot in an unjust cause; to
it off; an arm; a sword-thrust; to return to a
mtry, disabled, a wreck for life; despised, left to
is the soldier’s glory. . . . If your rulers want war,
alone, He who will not fight when he ought is a
who fights when he should be at peace is a bully . . .
¢ to kill in any cauge that is not just; and it is
you to kill unlegs you know your cause is just.”

re, amid what was, perhaps, unelear in aim, was rll'ﬁl‘l‘itf-._l_‘,’
Bedl the view that the workers of Australia and Britain
Bmething in common with the victims of British imperial-
therever they may be. The oppressors of .t.he BT]USh
g, he showed, were strengthened by a victorious foreign
L he was a preacher of “defeatism” fifty years ago. We,
jay, also understand that we must work for the overthrow
lour own ruling class during 2 war and that the natural allies
Bihe working class of imperialist countries are the subject
soples of colonial countries. g |
j ime, however, Australia was in process of becoming
f;rtiptg"?;lif:a{niountry, too. During the 'eighties, Aus?r;ﬂallan
apitalists were clamoring for the annexation of New Gun:xefx.
Britain was not ready then to do so, and the Queensland Gov-
ernment, with Mcllwraith as Prf-mmlr.ltﬂr:k ‘the initiative. _Gold
was discovered in southern New Guinea in 1878 apd miners
flocked there. In April, 1883, MecIlwraith sent the police magis-
trate at Thursday Island to annex “s0 rn_uch of the 1sIand”as was
not already in the occupation or possession of the Dutch. That
action was repudiated by the British Government, but, dunpg‘
29 and "84, there were avalanches of prt_)paganda on the necessity
and desirability of annexing New Guinea. In the latter part
of 1883, an Intercolonial Conventlpn was he]d_m Sydney and the
was the principle subject to receive attention. The
prominent in the united front, and the Presby-
of Vietoria, sitting in Assembly at the same time
1, passed the following resolution and sent it to

.

annexation
(hurches were
terian Church ¢
as the (\-muinrlm
the (onvention:

g A
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“The Assembly resolve to express their satisfaction that the
Governments of the various Australian colonies are taking such
vigorous action in favor of the British annexation or protec-
torate of the islands adjacent to Austrglama, and most stropgly
to deprecate the landing of French convicts on the New Hebrides,
or even the allowing of these islands to come under FI:ench
authority or influence, which would without doubt greatly hinder
the progress of missionary work in the islands, increase the
evils produced by the labor traffic and blight the hopes which
this Church entertains that before long all these islands now S0

open to missionaries shall be brought-to the saving knowledge
of the Gospel.” '

Thus did the nascent Australian imperialism have the support
of the Church in its first imperialialist adventure. TIndeed,
opposition to it there was little. As we have already pointed

was anti-British rather than

in their own struggles were not concerned to raise a commanding
Voice against Australian imperialist ventures. Papua, or south-
ern New Guinea, was annexed in 1884, Some Voices, however,
vere raised and amongst them those Symes and the

“Liberator.” In an article in that paper, Symes asked, appealing
“to the poor”:

& “Suppose New Guinea annexed or ‘protected,” what is that to
. you? Does it bring each of you a pareel of land? Does it make
You any richer? Does it help you in any way? If so, there may
be some excuse for the great meeti You have held and the
great enthusiasm you have shown _ . - If New Guinea is annexed,
80 much worse for the poor population , b

the poor in Australia, Great land-sharks will go there and get
Possession of all the land and owners of wh
"fooii.;hlythelped them to steal. But where is your | ?
3 o steal, why not secure the advantage for -M%
elu'ld_ren,? instead of stealing just to gratify and enrich
-cunning ?” A

2 s of Australian aggression in New Guinea
. Even to-day, thousands of workers fail to realise

—
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imperialist count

ry with its own colonies and
e and investment

sphereg

WEeVer, opposition to Dalley’s venture into the Sudan

€ Sydney “Bulletin” voiced opposition. Resolutions
s8ed by many different organisations. Much opposition
used amongst the miners of Newcastle and even the
ey Morning Herald” was forced to state that “the quarrel
e unjust and the action of Dalley illegal, hut we are bound

i There was not much- enthusiasm apparent at

€parture of the troops and no other Australian colony
bempted to send a contingent,

Australia’s next militarist adventure was the Second Boer
¥ar, 1899-1902. On this occasion, all of the States sent troops,
e first to arrive in South Africa being a detachment of N.S.W.
sancers. These men had left Sydney on -March 3, 1899 (the
"14th anniversary of the departure of the Sudan Contingent,
' which the newspapers hastened to recall), for England, where
they were to undergo training with British regular troops at
Aldershot. Their commanding officer was Captain Cox, who was
later known as “Fighting Charlie,” who became a general during
the Great War and who, half-way through the Boer War, volun-

He was
only successful in persuading 70 of them—the remaining 32
returned home: a rather inauspicious beginning of Australia’s
contribution.

In this war, too, the bishops showed that they believed that
God was on the side of the big battalions, They took part in
recruiting, and blessed the objects that the fighting was going
to attain: the acquisition for Britich millionaires of the Kimber-
ley diamond mines and the carrying of “eivilisation”—g |la
Mussolini to-day—to the inhabitants of a few more thousand
e miles of African territory. As Cardinal Moran, in his
3 to the Catholic soldiers leaving for Africa (January 14,

1900) said: “You are about to enter upon a campaign in which,
by ir valor and discipline, you hope to win unfading laurels
for the name you bear, for the empire whose battles You fight,
Bnd for Australia, who, with a mother’s fond affection anf{ a
mother’s pride, will watch from afar your deeds of heroism.

On October 17, 1899, the Premier of New South Wales (Mr.,
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Lyne), who had just taken office, moved the following meation
in the Legislative Assembly:-—

“That it is 2 matter of urgent and pressing necessity that t1-
House should forthwith ecomsider the expediency of
equipping and dispatching a military foree for servic-
with the Imperial Army in the Transvaal”

By a majority of 65, the House agreed to comsider t/-
maiter ome of urgency. the minority of ten were
Arthur Grifith, W. A. Holman_ J. Norton, and D. ?’zﬁkmz.

The first speaker in oppusition to the proposal during
ensuing debate was Mr. W_ M. Hughes. He ashed- “Is th
hon gentleman in this Chamber—1I had almost said s th
man in the country—whe, if the empire were danger, wo
not be ready to defend i7" —and built up his srpament o pr
that the empire was no mors in danger thar # was in 1885,
troope were sent to the Sudan. Thus did Hughes give prom
¢ = 1399 that he would be ready to support the smpirs if it w
‘iw—amnﬁseheman[ymmxrmm e 1914
(Yo be comtinmed)
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The following books taken at random from the banned ligt
indicate the effect of the book censorship policy upon the move.
ment generally :— g

“Class struggle in Britain in the epoch of Imperialism”— Fox

“The Colonial Policy of British Imperialism” —Fox.

“Communist Irdm’n@nﬂ"—l’eriadica!.

-~ “Communist Review”—C.P. G.B. Periodical.
“The next step in Britain, Ireland and America”E (. (]

many _bookh‘ which are allowed to cir ulate in Eng-
€ motion, which had previously heen agreed to by the
history, f.fdlif;&liuh and agricultural sections, reads:
books are subject to the laws concerning defamation,
and blasphemy, it is de irable that they should be
d without censorship into A stralia, and Hu,{l'; as a first
ward this end, no book on any historical, political or
¢ subject that is freely cireulating in Great Britain
be subject to censorship in Australia’” (Dr 1 V.
of Brisbane, and Mr. J. B Brigden, director of the
sland Burecau of Industry, were quoted in the newspaper
ndemning the censorship.)
B The “Star,” February 27: “Last night’s debate in the Mel-
irne Town Hall on the abolition of the political censorship
i books was attended by the largest audience that has ever
Stened to a debate in Australia. Because of the limited seating
paccommodation, which was extended to hold a crowd of nearly
3000, several hundred people had to be turned away. Mr.
MacMahon Ball led the team which argued in favor of the aboli-
tion of political censorship. Mr. L. E. B. Stretton and Mr. Eugene
Gorman, K.C., supported him. On the opposition side were the
Rev. Hagenauer, Mr. Oliver Gillard and My, Norman ’Brien
(leader). Sir Harrison Moore was the chairman

The “Herald,” January 12 (leading article): “If publie
opinion eannot influence the Federal Government to take a more
enlightened view of the censorship of books, perhaps the strong
protests made by scientists assembled in conference in Melbourne
will have some effect. The limits of an intelligent censorship
are exceeded when men engaged in purely scientific work are
driven to make public protest.”

The “Age,” March 22: “The following motion was agreed
to by an overwhelming majority at the Centenary annual con-
ference of the Australian Natives’ Association, which ended
fo-day: “That in the opinion of this conference, the existing
method of censorship of hooks and publications coming into
Australia is unsatisfactory. It is of opinion that beoks and pub-
lications circulating freely in Great Britain showld be admitted
to Ausiralia, and that the Minister for Customs should make
public the reason for prohibiting any literature from the Com-
monwealth.”

The campaign against the censorship has been reflected in
the Press not only in Melbourne, but in Sydney, Brisbane,

Theses on Bourgeois Democracy.”
st Party and the Crisis of Capitalism™— Manuil-

wvaluable Mm':, in the theoretical
movement and are vitally important
in Australia.

m ign against the
om the working class
p The follow-
in Melbourne give

Ourlmsmﬂnp is & terrible
‘ﬂ-:,“' January 28, 1935: “A motic
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Hobart, Adelaide, Perth and seorenl'l country newspapers: cyen
the “United Australia Review,” organ of the UAP. in N.5.w.
had the following to say in its issue of June 25: “One cann:
understand a policy which allows obscure officials to ban and
burn books which have been accepted in other parts of the worl
as of high literary value.”

In the recent Fawkner by-election, in Melbourne, the candi
date of the U.A_P. stated: ‘Themtbookc;nsoregupmuir; bye:
improved, particularly for mm as there should be the
ntnmfreedmnofﬂiem f economic and socizl ides.
These
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Federation, the successes at Wonthaggi, the development of the
shop committees in the railways, ete., the growth of the rank
and file movement among members of the A.W.U. in North
Queensland and West Australia, a number of smaller strike
movements in the minefields successfully led under Communist
influence, the strengthening of trade union fractions in many
towns, especially Sydney, Newcastle and Melbourne, the win-
ning of a number of major and minor trade union offices, and
a strengthening of our influence in the Trades and Labor
Councils,

At the Fourth Plenum the low level of our work on the water-
front and amongst the seamen was noted. Since then we can
point to slight improvements, and the influence of the Commun-
ists is not insignificant in the seamen’s strike. However, there is
great unevenness in our work from union to union and from
district to district of our Party even in the same union. This
requires special attention in our discussions. Meantime, we can
note the fact that amongst the waterside workers, in whose
union the Labor Party exercises great influence, there is little,
if any, extension of our influence.

Before proceeding to discuss some aspects of the reaction
of the Labor Party to our growing influence in the unions and
continued success among the unemployed (Wallsend, South
Coast N.S.W., Adelaide, etc.) it has to he noted that the move-
ment against war and Fascism affords similar lessdns. The
united front work by the Communists in the fight against war
and Fascism, the successful State and National Conferences,
the great successes around the struggle for the release of Kisch
and Griffin and the August demonstrations, have also profoundly
influenced the followers of the Labor Party and have brought
forth manoeuvres from the A.L.P. Executives,

Several years ago, when the Communist Party was little more
than a propagandist body, the Labor Party realised that it could
not continue to successfully play its role of watch dog for capi-
talism and chief social prop of the exploiters’ system if the
Communists had contact with the followers of the Labor Party.
The A.L.P. executives and conferences, in all States, and the
- Federal body, excluded Communists from membership of the
LD, and _late}- prohibited, so far as possible, its own members
- from participating in organisations thrown up by the masses
~In defence of the Soviet Union, to defend class war prisoners,
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gele against war and Fascism, militant organisations
unemployed, etc.

he period prior to our Tenth Congress and later, the A.L.P.
e Labor Government of N.S.W. carried on fhe most vicious
gN against the unemployed, the movement for militant
nism and the Communist Party. Lies and slanders were
rted in the columns of the Labor Party press in all States,
itle the Communists received special attention from the State
€s. The N.S.W. AL.P. set out to organise its sectarian
Inemployed Labor Workers organisation,

* These methods are not wholly abandoned in any State and
are not modified in Queensland, but since then the Labor Party,
tas well as our Party, has learned from experience. The prohlem

for us is to learn to understand more clearly, to react more

quickly, to improve our organisation to carry out mass work and

to raise the level of our mass propaganda, so that we will further

reduce the gap between the influence of Communism and Com-

munist organisation.

There is another gap to be bridged. Our influence in the day
to day struggles of unemployed and employed, in the organisa-
tions of the unemployed and in the unions, is much greater than
recognition of our Party as the Party of the working masses.
Thousands of workers who accept our leadership on trade union
questions and in strikes vote-for the Labor Party. They are
influenced by “lesser evil” ideas; they think the Communists
have no chance; they do not yet understand that the strength
of the Communist Party on all fronts is more important for
them than which of the other parties occupies the offices of
Government, :

At the same time the Labor Party is not blind to the growing
influence of our Party in the Parliamentary elections. The
Labor Party also realises that while it is able to poll an enormous
vote compared to our candidates, its own organisation is declin-
ing, enthusiasm is absent from its benches, more and more do
the unions treat its financial appeals with contempt, and it fears
the day when the theory of the “lesser evil” will lose effect.

The Labor Party, particularly in N.S.W., has commenced to
manoeuvre in a subtle way to try and stem the growing Com-
munist influence and to recover its position among the masses.
After a series of election defeats and because it realises ho‘w
the Communist Party grows through its succespful_ leadership
of the daily struggle in the unions, factories, rellef.Jobs, unems-
pioyed organisations and in the mass movement against war and
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Fascism, the Labor Party pays lip m to struggle, to imme.
diate demands and is more subtle to the Communists,

In analysing the State election results the Lang Party tried
to explain its defeat by ed with deserting
it. Possibly Stevens got a - basis of his “pros.
perity” claims, but the most t feature in the election
figures was the increased vote.

Soon after the elections the ﬁ;ﬁe Couneil of Unemployed
held a most suceessful m This eonference was widely
mmsen’w&ivg and militant in ¢ It worked out a con.

erete programme, ons welecomed the let-
from the Communist Party and
ALP. executive requesting »
action in the interests of the
M fo this letter from the
; indulge in any form of

t the slave camps on the South

5t only did not come out
m developed between
oni of the unemployed

ﬂm of the AL.P. to
3  here.

mbyed has been
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memployed in propaganda arnd to raise cash in the unions
i the jobs for this purpose by means of 34 stamps, was
5d by the A L.P (ailmg 4 meeting at which it was decided
1d. stamps to raise funds for the next Federsl election,
8 meeting the leader of the Lang Party in the Federal

¥, Beasley, said: “The campaign initiated last Sunday
alf of the unemployed was an instance of the work te
B the movement could direct its attention, snd achieve
hing definite for those in distress.”

I The contrast between the talk of fo-day and the acfions when
Oﬂ‘i(e is par‘rlv that of a }mriv in (rppﬂ\.]l‘]ﬁn but the main
aject of the present line of propaganda and efforts af organisa
BIon is to regain lost prestige, to try and hinder the growth of
Pour influernce.

Our Party fraction, supported by militant unionists, has
avoided sectarianism and has prevented the A.L.P. from wholly
using the Labor Council for its own ends. No enfhusiasm has
been engendered by the A.L.P. eampaign on unemploymient.
But it would be a mistake to assume that the AL.P carnot
succeed to revive illusions about its readiness of ability to assist
the unemployed. The A.L.P. is manoscuvring because it faels our
influence and knows it is losing mass support.

By continding to raise the level of our work in the unions
and in the organisations of the unemployed, which calls for
still better fraction work, there will be no doubt about the
outcome,

During fthis period of AJI.P. manoeuvres the Wallsend
struggle developed, and because our Party was able fo lead that
strugele and developed the united front in the course of the
struggle, the prestige of our Party stands higher than ever. We
can assist the masses fo fest the sincerity of the A.L.P. cam-
paign on unemployment in the course of struggle. These peopld
who profess to doubt the sincerity of fhe Communists must bé
given the opportunity to participate in organised struggle with
the Commiunists, who do sincerely want to aid the unemployved
to gain their demands.

In relation fo the frade unions, the A.L.P. is also manoeu-
vring. During the Miners’ Federation elections last year, the
AL.P. tried to assert itself and defeat the Communist Party by
thtencal sectarian outbursts, but the =olid work of union build=
ing carried out by the militant unionists led by fhe C.P. could
not be overcome by the combined efforts of Lang, Baddeley and

the “Labor Daily.”
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The Communists still receive attention from the reformist
presg and from their platforms; the ban on militant organisations
continues, but the crudely sectarian method has been dropped
in NSW. In the “Labor Daily” there now appears regularly
columns of trade union news, including news about the work
of militant unions and leaders. Headlines are run across three
and four columns. The “Labor Daily” is out to try and regain
lost prestige among the trade unions for itself and the Lang
Party. Lip service is paid to struggle in leading articles. In
the issue of June 7 we read: “The cessation of work by the
men engaged at an ironworks establishment at Leichhardt,
although it affected only a small number, is a development of
Jimmense importance to the Labor movement, not only hecause
m mﬂmmt:lkmm involwedi,] but by rie]ulzson of the demon-

1 of an among the men still in industry to the
fact that the time is overdue when they must intensify the
‘what remains of the conditions that several

of unionists have established. To anticipate suffi-
enthusiasm to restore the political machine to the position
it cun curb the present industrial anarchy is to hope for
a8, until the soul of struggle is revived in the unions,

m again the fighting machines they were, instead

gal automatons fo take the witness stand in arbitration
- compensation claims. | '

~ We see here the hope that militant unionism can be revived
ned to account by the A.LP. in parliament. But there
_service to the militancy which is growing under the
ship of the Communist Party, and the guestion is:
the ALP. succeed to letrack militant unionism,
the influence of the A.L.P. continue to decline?
can be no doubt about the answer but we must work for
e whole Party must become conscious of the importance
trade unions, of mass wor&:f the united front of
ﬂﬂ improve the practice in the light of our experiences,
also makes his concession to the strike wave, At the

" neeting which set the task of selling 1d. stam g, Lang
m is reported some instance where thepworki:ﬂ

et action, if necessary. in todemb“kmdug Qi officials
i . ’ a ¥
fmmﬁ,” 31/7/35.) or better con

» then, that our turn to the unions and the better
g of fa activity with work in the trade unions is
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lding our Party and causing serious concern to the Lahor
@rty leaders. The correction of sectarian mistakes, our work
"tﬁ? ur_:ionx and the building of still stronger unemployed
@nisation, our continued success in the struggles of the unem-
oyed and our improved pogition in the struggles of the
mployed, the winning of positions in the trade unions, a real
iréngthening of the trade unions as organs of struggle, has
lly challenged the domination of the Labor Party., To win the

€s we must win the trade unions as well as establish our-
lves in the work places. When we have won the trade unions
We will have undermined the main bage of the Labor Party.

F In relation to the struggle against the war danger we gee
i8imilar manoeuvres. The movement is a mass movement in
® which Communists are a driving force. Many, including promi-
nent members of the A.L.P., recognise the mass character of
the organised anti-war movement and reject the bourgeois and
A.L.P. agsertions that it is the Communist Party. The Labor
Party feels that here also it is losing ground, and it manoeuvres,
In Victoria it set up, through the Trades and Labor Couneil,
its movement against war as a means to offset real opposition
and to propagate its “defence of Australia” policy, really a
preparation to participate in the next imperialist war,

In N.S.W., while rejecting the approach of the C..P, for united
action to organise anti-war demonstrations, the Labor Party
comes out in the “Labor Daily” claiming to be “A Mighty Voice
Against War,” to be “even more awake” than during the Great
War. It refers to shadow bodies making sporadic outbursts and
calls on its branches to function as anti-war units.

At a recent meeting of the Marrickville branch of the A.L.P.,
where there is a strong oppogition to the present executive, W,
McNamara, one-time leader of the A.L.P. Socialisation Groups,
said: “It should not have been left to the Communist Party
to take the lead in the anti-war campaign.” This opportunist
did not expose the executive for its refusal to parf.icip_ate in t}na
leadership with the Communist Party; what he does ls‘tr; voice,
as many are doing, the realisation that Lhe ALP. is lr:smg
ground becauge the Communist Party is leading the mass opposis
tion to war and is winning the A.L.P. rank and file to the united
front against war and Fascism. g : ;

The Labor Party never was and never will be a mighty voice
against war, but it has a strong demz‘lgogm votce_whlch can be
gilenced only in so far as our Party is able to win the unions,
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the A.L.P. rank and file, and the petty-bourgeois masses to

stll-ugg!e against war and Fascism and for peace, freedom and
culture.

Into the movement against war and Fascism there have been
drawn large numbers of Labor Party members, many branches,
and a few leaders. This is good, but the unions must be won
for the struggle against the war danger and this demands from
us better work to link the struggle for better conditions of life
and labor with the struggle against the war-mongers.

In our examination of the mass work and our organisation
to carry out that work much unevenness will be disclosed in the
work of the whole Party in relation to particular unions, in the
work of districts in relation to the same union and in the effect
of our work upon the Labor parties in the various States. While
making every allowance for differences in local conditions the
solution lies in raising the ideological level of the Party in the
backward areas and in the unions where we lag, in rapidly
adding to the numbers of leading cadres, and improving the

organisation so as to place the best forces into the decisive
spheres. :
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est Wallsend Relief Workers’ Strike and Its
Development

By R. DARRELL

The movement which has developed around the West Walls-
end relief workers’ strike, and which has to-day developed into a
wide mass movement throughout N.S.W., is of particular im-
portance at the present time for the whole of the labor move-
ment.

It is important because of the wide united front which has
developed, beginning with the relief workers and spreading
rapidly to the trade unions, mines and workshops; it is im-
portant because of the political content which has been intro-
duced and linked firmly with the economic demands of the un-
employed and relief workers; finally, it is important because the
great mass of the workers see in the Returned Soldiers and
Sailors’ Preference Act very definite attempts by the war-
makers to cripple the trade unions and other organisations of
the working class.

The movement contains many rich lessons for the revolu-
tionary and working-class movement.

The strike at West Wallsend arose as follows: The Lake Shire
Council decided to carry out to the full the edict of the Minister
of Labor and Industry that conditions would have to be altered
to allow for a higher standard of efficiency at a lower cost from
the emergency relief workers who were employed throughout the
Shire. Orders were given that the gangers’ jobs would be car-
ried out by the relief workers themselves for an extra two
shillings per day over relief rates, as compared with £4/19/86,
payable under the union awards. All jobs that carried marginal
allowances were given to men selected by the boss, and the roster
that had previously operated was discontinued. :

Under these conditions, steps were taken to to organise the
workers to struggle against the attacks of the Government and
council. Meetings were held in West Wallsend area, and gff_orts
made to lead the workers in struggle against the new CL)H(?ltlonS,
but the reformist leadership (Craig, Webb, Pearce, Britt) at
that time were able to persuade the workers to accept the new
conditions under protest. There was no protest, however, most
of the leaders taking jobs as gangers, having been selected by

P —car< i liet
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Iy the workers asked fo i i

- ; S as T assistance from the State O i
ﬁﬁefﬁplo.‘ﬁe(l anfl Relief Workers, and W, McKenzie %rss:”:z:f'}
g #rea to assist in the dispute. At the mass mesting the
lemands of the men were formulated as followarms @ it

(1) That the Shire Couneil shall fiot apply the provie:

the Rett.}rned Soldiers and Sailors’ Pra-f‘:_»mrn?ovAc'{ iﬁri'};’f;-:-:::t::

o marglnal_ rates whether in the appointment of gaﬁg#r-: OF ;m-y
! her‘l margma! rate appointments, and to ensure f‘.hi-s-, all w})rk

ving marginal rates shall be on a bonus system to be deter-

med by the men on each job aslong with gangers.

g (2) Right for the men who were deducted pay on the last

& dispute in relation to the matter of morning tea and who have
" been deducted two to six hours, to make up that time, and in

future 10 minutes to be allowed men to take morning tea.

(3) Payment of all money due to the men who Have pers
formed work earrying marginal rates in the past and who have
been dernied such money.

(4) Gangers or other men not to be allowed to perform two
or more marginal rate jobs at the one period.

(5) Shire Council to observe and pay marginal rates for all
works that earry a bonus under the Gazette covering the work.

(6) Men on all scales to be permitted to do their work in a
nine-day period each fortnight, to permit them at any time
within the nine days to have onie or more days in which to seek
other work or make up time lost for other causes.

(7) Council to provide bicycles for the use of timekeepers, or
in addition to paying prescribed bonus for this work, to grant
an allowanee of 14d. per hour to the timekeepers for using their
own machines., Runners also using bicycles to be paid 1id. per
hour.

Following the adoption of this programme of demands, a wide
strike committee of more than sixty workers was elected and &
plan of work decided apon. The examples and experiences of
Wonthagei, Lysaghts, Melbourne dole strike, Concord West,
were all examined and taken into account by the striking worke
ers, who made use of these experiences in order to strengfhen
the movement. /

The strategy and tactics, worked out conmeretely by these
workers, took this form. It was recognised that the strike must
not be the end of the movement, but that the aim should be to
consolidate in the strike eentre and to broaden the mov:

to the trade unions, workshops, and to the whole of the unerte

f
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ployed movement in New South Walen 5 ; /

Special study was made in arriving at this conclusion of the/
Communist Party’s analysis of the Returmed Soldiers and
Sailors’ Preference Act. The most vital sections of this Act
read :—

Section 3.—“Notwithstanding anything contained_ in the
Industrial Arbitration Act, 1912 or any Act amending the
same, or in any award or industrial agreement made there-
under, every employer shall give preference in employment
in any profession, business or industry to a returned
soldier or sailor who is capable of effectively performing
the duties of such employment, . ..”

Section 12— “Every employer desiring to obtain em-
ployees shall apply to the labor exchange nearest to the

at which the employees are required if there be a
ﬁmm 20 miles of that place, but if there be
no labor exchange within that distance, shall apply to the
repatriation committee nearest to that place if there be a
repatriation committee within 20 miles of that place, and

- if there be no labor exchange or repatriation committee
- within 20 miles, to the sectional committee representing
- his profession, business or industry. . . .”
 Section 13— “When an application is made by an em-
- ployer or by a sectional committee to a labor exchange or
. repatriation committee, the officer in charge thereof shall
- give preference in opportunity of employment to returned
soldiers and sailors registered for employment in the pro-
fession, business or industry in respect of which the appli-
tion is made and who are available for employment.”
Iman’s Secret Memorandum of 1916 is no more infamous,
ch or anti-working class than the provisions as set out
‘Soldiers’ Preference Act, and this the comrades realized
diately, recognising in the attempt of the Government to
this Act attempts at economie conscription, pro-
as it does for the smashing of the trade unions.
strikers in the position of making the repeal
int in their programme of demands, and
not simply a relief work strike, but a
‘whole of the working class.
‘was done very effectively by members of the strike com-
id the State Council of Unemployed, when, in conjunc-
the unity committee of the Newcastle Trades Hall
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COu‘nCl],_ the folInwing programme
by special conferences of trade
unemployed and other sections
Sydney Trades Hall Co ,
strikers :—

) er{ntlnuanf:e of works in the Lake Shire and elsewhere at

award rates and conditions,

::)!. ]{Jf) per cent. increase in food relief.

3. ;;ﬂ:;;‘)];]rl:dg?: j;zu:nhuﬁlhRfEIJTEf_i{].‘-L;:Idiery and _f-jailors'

C1ETETICE b A L) C T ates - v
tikde antie as It violates the principles of
4. f-’;bo]mun of the Perm‘iﬁs‘ihlr, Income Regulations, which
compe]_ returned soldiers and sailors and others to
maintain unemployed members of their families on their

small pensions and inadequate incomes. 2
5. _Wee}‘c]y rent allowance of 12/- to be paid to all impover-

ished returned soldiers and other workers in order to

save them from eviction by the War Service Homes Com-
mission and other mortgagees.

6. Garnishee Act to be amended 10 exempt all wages that are

below the basic wage. ;

From this programme it will be recognised that the strikers
and also the working-class movement generally recognise that
the returned men are their class comrades, and proved that ob-
Jection was not being taken to increased living standards for
their returned mates, but that the objection was taken to the
attempt to divide and split the working class in preparation for
war and for inereased profits for the Australian capitalists.

During this period great enthusiasm was being manifest i
the West Wallsend area, where several marches and successful
demonstrations were held. So great was the enthusizsm and
mass pressure that the Lake Macquarie Shire Council decided to
support the demands of the strikers and to fight with them to
force the Government to repeal the Act.

Some idea of the enthusiasm can be gained from the fact that
at each march and demonstration, upwards to 1000 men, women
and children were present marching, in some cases, 16 miles.

In the first three days of the strike over £70 was actually
collected, whilst a very large amount of money was guaranteed
by the trade unions, among which the Miners’ Union guaranteed
£250 and the Newecastle Ironworkers £100.

State-wide demonstrations were held on Auogust 4, and
despite very bad weather were well attended. Mass and publie

was drawn up and endorsed
unions, workshop committees
tions, called by both Newcastle anti
uncils in addition to the demands o-f the
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meetings have been held in all areas and localities, without ex-
ception wholeheartedly supporting the demands of the strikers
and the programme adopted by the wider movement. A State-
wide petition to the Governor of New South Wales has been
initiated and is nearing completion, calling on the Governor to
intercede with the State and Commonwealth Governments, in
having the millions of pounds which are proposed for war pre-
parations divided into channels which will provide for better
living conditions for the unemployed, and also in support of the
demands of the unemployed.

A public meeting was held in Newcastle Town Hall (which
was unable to hold the ecrowd present), and which was addressed
by trade union leaders, shire and municipal aldermen and mayors,
the clergy and the unemployed, as well as the strike committee,
 the speakers being unanimous in support of the demands. F'rom

‘this meeting a wide and representative deputation was elected to

wait upon Mr. Hawkins, of the Government.
In the course of the struggle the Government has done a
of somersaults. When the strike first took place, the Gov-
nent announced through the capitalist Press that tghe matter
one between the Lake Shire Council and the strikers.
When, under mass pressure, the Lake Shire agreed to support
strikers’ demands, the Government declared it would with-
the scheme from the Shire, “as the Shire Council was in-
etent ,” but actually as a means of alienating the support of
remainder of the Lake Shire relief workers, and so forcing
West Wallsend strikers to capitulate,
~ The Government also announced that food relief would not
issued, but faced by mass demonstrations and undoubted sup-
rt, again capitulated. The strike leaders correctly summed up
threat as a bluff, by pointing out that £50,000 worth of
would be wasted, and as against £3000 in wages the Gov-
t would have to pay £2000 in food relief each week. In
e, the strikers declared “the movement is no longer one of
n versus the Government, but of the working class against
ernment of starvation and war.”

» Government capitulated and starting docketz were
but were refused by the strikers, and again the an-
:nt was made that the scheme would be withdrawn. At
e time a fake and bogus petition was issued (alleged by
| hirelings to come from the Cardiff and Boolaroo unem-
to the unaffected areas of the Shire in terms indicating
' were satisfied with the scheme as operating.
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Once again the strike committee summed the position up
correctly, and, issuing a special bulletin, had all areas repudiate
the bogus petition.

The Government, finally recognising that the workers’ ranks
cannot be divided by these means, and that under capable leader-
ship their ranks were golid, have announced that the scheme will
not be withdrawn.

The Government has not yet done retracting. For the whole
period of the struggle the Government and Hawking have con-
gistently refused to meet a deputation of the strikers. The
latest announcement at date of writing indicates that Hawkins
will meet the Northern deputation, consisting of strikerg, trade
unions, unemployed, councils, and clergy, on August 22.

The A.L.P. executive are running true to form in this move-
ment. The strike was of no consequence until the movement
began to take form and develop, and then, when the wide popu-
larity and enthusiasm with which the demands were greeted
became a clear indication of the magnitude of the movement,
the executive moved, not to support the movement, but to divide
the trade unions and unemployed and to divide even the ranks
of the unemployed themselves.

Special discussions and commissidns were held by the A.L.P.
executive, on the outcome of which was the adoption ( in words)
of practically all of the demands put forward by the State
Council of Unemployed, which has been the leading body of the
very great mass of the unemployed for a considerable period,
But the A.L.P. executive did not mention the State Council, nor
did it call on the leagues and members to organise under their
fighting banner. Instead, the “Labor” Party executive directed
the leagues to become unemployed units.

The A.L.P. leadership also carefully noted that the workers
were rising everywhere against the war danger, and due to thg
mass pressure the executive came out with their “deﬁn!te”
policy on war. At the same meeting which decided the “definite
policy, the executive rejected the proposals of the Communists
for united action to rouse and organise the masses of the
workers against war. The “definite” policy of t}'le ALP.
consists in “legislation to.take the profit out of war,” and for
the leagues to become anti-war units. ?

Why did the A.L.P. executive, if it is rea]ly against war, not
accept the proposals of the C.P. for united action? Why did not
the executive, if it is against war, not call upon the workers to

LY
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rally behind the anti-war councils and the mighty Anti-War
Movement ?

The A.L.P. executive stand not as champions of the unem-
ployed and as leaders of the masses against war, but as splitters
of the ranks of the workers definitely aiming at dividing the
ranks of the workers. Therefore they stand with the war.
mongers. .

And what is the decision of the A.L.P. executive on the call
for united action between the unemployed and the trade unions
and employed workers? Their decision was that the unemployed
are a lot of “mendicants,” that the June conference, the greategt
unemployed conference yet held, and called by the State Council,
was “bogus,” and that the only way out was “to begin now, Pay
, pennies. Help us return our candidates to the Federal

two years hence.”

But this is not the attitude nor the decisions of the A.L.P,
rank and file. In § , State electoral organs and leagues
‘have welcomed thlfa oﬂ'et:ko: the Communists for united action
against war, and have n part, despite the executive ruling,

the demonstrations, whilst a good response is shown to the

of the strikers. .
In the North, the newly-formed Northern Assembly (leading
rihern organ) of the A.L.P., on being approached by the C.P,

united action in support of the strikers and unemployed
demands and against war, accepted the proposals. From the
’bm_nc!ws in the unemployed councils, the A.L.P. workers aro
assisting in every way with the strike and the unemployed
demands, actually coming to the unemployed councils and the
| strike committee asking for petitions and canvassing for signa-

Everywhere the same situation exists. The ALP. rank and

€ are overriding the ban of the executive and fighting with

: g 56 sﬂ:er this is the place where the

By correct tactics and work in the Newecastle area, good

aprovement is shown in the ing and reactivisation of
unemployed councils, ]

Cc.hmm.udﬂhabmmwmed' that in

factories

1 and unions we have neglected
unemployed. ‘&niubemmtonwuyhrge extent,
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councils
area,

Correct tactics and work in this re
these places the unemployved and rel
tremendougly powerfu) organising factor in assisting to develop
the whole movement, whilst the loose organisation of the
unemployed has hecome very much strengthened,

In this respect, much has yet to be achieved in othey centres,
and more particularly in Cessnock, Here the unemployed move-
ment is very weak, and this has meant that the Party Section
Committee has been forced to handle all of the local detail
questions in the whole movement.

Without correct fraction work and real collective leaderghip
it would have been impossible to develop the movement. Good
fractioning, correct tactics and work have led to the improved
unemployed situation in Neweastle. Bad fractioning and work
have led to the bad situation of the unemployed in Cessnoeck,
Bad fractioning led to a serious situation developing in West
Wallsend. Here Party members were too busy, running here
and there and doing a lot of work. Plans were not worked out
to the end, and individualism replaced eollective aetivity,

have been either rebuilt or reactivised in Newcastle

spect have meant that in
ief workers 'have heen a

A whole number of cases could be cited, but the point to
remember here is that the fraction must work out its plans te
their conclusion and actually hecome the nerve centre of the
mass movement guiding and activising the widest number of
sympathisers and workers in the campaign. On this rests the
fate of the struggles of the workers,

Hundreds of thousands of leaflets have heen issued—twelve |

special strike bulletins have been issued—over £500 has heen
coliected—unempluyed organisations and relief workers

throughout the State have been rallied by the State Council of

Unemployed—trade couneils and trade unions have heen rallied,
The miners have struck a 14 per cent. levy in the North, and are
considering strike action in support of the strikers. The strike
centre is as solid as the day they struck, enthusiasm and work
has turned “Westy” into a live town once again. The workers
everywhere are realising that capitalism is the cause of unem-
ployment and that the cure for their present troubles is Soviet
power and Socialism. This shows the correctness of our strategy
and tactics.

The whole movement still rests on the f;:::r::::u;:istb: !jlver_y-
where their efforts must be intensified. Better fractioning in
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‘the unions, more attention to the unemployed, furth
of the A.L.P. leadership, and more attention to
file members, tirelessly explaining our united

and working with these workers will spell victory.

~ The strikers’ demands must be won, and the strug:
- unemployed demands raised still higher. The Returne
~ and Sailors’ Preference Act must be repealed.




