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horrors that then awaited them, and the heartlessness of the land-
owners. Many of the latter and their apologists sought to cover
the ugliness of it all with a veil of morality and altruism. It was
being done, forsooth, in the interests of the people themselves!

Mr. and Mrs. Hammond quote from such moralisings, “Moral
effects of an injurious tendency accrue to the cottager,* from a
reliance on the benefits of stocking a common, The possession
of a cow or two, with a hog, and a few geese, naturally exalts
the peasant, in his own conception, above his brethren in the
same rank of society. It inspires some degree of confidence in
a property, inadequate to his support. In sauntering after his
cattle, he acquires a habit of indolence. Quarter, half, and
occasionally whole days are imperceptibly lost. Day labor he-
comes disgusting; the aversion increases by indulgence; and at
length the sale of a half-fed calf, or hog, furnishes the means
of adding intemperance to idleness.” So said Mr. Billingsley of
Somerset in 1795.%

The same burden is to be found in the plaints of others—from
Shropshire: “the use of common land by labourers operates upon
the mind as a sort of independence”:® from Middlesex: the
gaining of trifling advantages “unfortunately gives their minds
an improper bias, and inculcates a desire to live, from that time
forward, without labour, or at least with as little as possible.” ™
And, of course, lords of manors, members of parliament and
absentee clergymen should alone live without working.

Enclosure is the remedy. After enclosure, “the labourers will
work every day in the year, their children will be put out to
labour early” and “that subordination of the lower ranks of
society which in the present times is so much wanted, would be
thereby considerably secured.” So said Mr, Bishton, of Shrop-
shire in 1794.*

Millions of acres were involved in the enclosures during the
18th century and the first half of the 19th. One estimate gives
208 Enclosure Acts passed between 1700 and 1760 involving
312,363 acres. During the next 40 years the fizures were: 2000
Acts, 3,180,871 acres, and between 1801 and 1844, 1883 Acts,
2,549,345 acres. The total for 144 years was, therefore, 4091
Acts and 6,042,579 acres! ® What suffering those figures repre-
sent may be left to the imagination.

To bring about an enclosure was a simple procedure. The
signature of one landowner was sufficient to set things moving,

* A cottager lived mainly as a laborer but he owned or oceupled &
cottage and had certain rights in the ecommon land. Ly . ®
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Even when, after 1774, it was necessary to give all the villagers
notice of the intention to apply for an enclosure, the whole
matter was arranged in secret, beforehand. A petition was then
sent to Parliament—and only one signature was necessary. “Par-
liament would give leave for a Bill to be introduced,
The Bill would be read a first and second time, and would then
be referred to a Committee which, after considering such peti-
tions against the enclosure as the House of Commons referred
to it, would present its report. The Bill would then be passed,
sent to the Lords and receive the Royal Assent. Finally, the
Commissioners named in the Bill would descend on the district
and distribute the land. What, in point of fact, could the
poor do to declare their opposition? They could tear down the
notices from the church doors: they could break up a public
meeting, if one were held: but the only way in which they could
protest was by violent and disorderly proceedings, which made
no impression at all on Parliament, and which the forces of law
and order could, if necessary, be summoned to quell.”™ The
Committee appointed would not hold up any enclosure—unless
powerful influences were dissatisfied with the sharing out of the
spoils. In such cases the Committee was where the differences
were argued and settled. But the cottagers, who had no votes
and had no money to send lawyers to represent them before the
Committee, had no say. “What prospect was there that the
obscure cottager, who was to be turned adrift with his family
by an Enclosure Bill promoted by a Member or group of Mem-
bers, would ever ftrouble the conscience®* of a committee of
landowners?"” ®

Back in the village, after the Bill became law, the commis-
sioners, appointed by the lord of the manor, the tithe-owner
and those who owned the greater part of the village® portioned
out the land in whatever way they thought fit. Any flaw in

* ration of the character of an Enclosure Committee is furnished
by :.n .;ﬂfi,,?n from the “Parliamentary Register” of January 21, 1772:
“Sir Wm, Meredith moved, That it might be a general order, that no Bill,
or clause in a Bill, making any offence capital, should be agreed to but
in a Committee of the whole House. ~He observed, that at present the
facility of passing such clauses was shameful: that he was once passing
a Committee-room, when only one Member was holding a Committee, with
a clerk’s boy, he happened to hear something of hanging; he immediately
had the curiosity to ask what was going forward in that small Committee
that could merit such a punishment? He was answered that it was an
enclosing Bill, in which & great many Door people were concerned, who
opposed the Bill; that they feared those peonle would obstruet the execution
of the Act and, therefore, this clause was to make it capital felony in
anyone who did so.'—(Hammond: “Village Labourer,” p, 64),
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title, or even an irregularity in the manner of presenfing a
claim, was enough to have it rejected. “Let us imagine the
cottager, unable to read or write enjoying certain customary
rights of common without any idea of their origin or history or
legal basis: knowing only that as long as he can remember he
has kept a cow, driven geese across the waste, pulled fuel
out of the neighbouring brushwood, and cut turf from the com-
mon, and that his father did all these things before him,” having
within a specified time “to present to his landlord’s bailiff, or to
the parson, or to one of the magistrates into whose hands, per-
haps, he has fallen before now over a matter of hare or part-
ridge, or to some solicitor from the country town, a clear and
correct statement of his rights and his claim to a share in the

award”!® In one case, 4063 claims were made—1798 were
allowed.™

There was resistance—and there were movements of troops,
arrests, hangings, transportations. There were attempts to
organise the laborers and the disposssessed farmers—and there
were Pitt’s Treason and Sedition Acts. There were riots—and,
after 1788, there was New South Wales, The full story of the
heroic resistance by the country men and women of England
has still to be told. And still to be told, too, is why the condi-
tions in England, which in some respects were worse than those
that their French brothers and sisters lived under, did not drive
also the English people to revolution, Transportation to New
South Wales played its part as a safety valve that preserved the
English aristocracy from the explosion that uprooted the
French,

But, in England, “history has drawn a curtain over those days
of exile and suffering, when cottages were pulled down as if
by an invader’s hand, and families that had lived for centuries
in their dales or on their small farms and commons were driven
before the torrent, losing

‘Estate and house and all their sheep,

A pretty flock, and which for aught I know

Had clothed the Ewbanks for a thousand years.
Ancient possessions and ancient families disappeared.
These debonair lords who smile at us from family galleries do
not grudge us our knowledge of the escapades at Brooks's or at
‘White’s in which they sowed their wild oats, but we fancy they
are grateful for the poppy seeds of oblivion that have been
scattered over the secrets of their estates. Happy the race that
can so engage the world with its follies that it can secure repose
for its crimes.” ™
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Hopelessness came fo possess the majority of the men and
women who were dispossessed of their farms and deprived of
their independence. Everlasting poverty faced them. And, by
the Parliament that expropriated them, the eternity of their
poverty was regarded as inevitable. Preparations were kindly
made to meet it. There was still to be a place for everybody and
the Poor Laws were “reformed” to create the places. England
was to be a land of efficient workhouses, in consonance with
an age of reason and good order, and of “relief,” indoor and
outdoor, sufficiently heartless to satisfy those who frowned on
all emotion. The system lasted into and survived the Victorian
era to salve the middle-class conscience and to provide employ-
ment for those comfortable and moral folk who delighted in
doing good to their fellow-men and in preaching sermons based
on texts furnished by the viees and improvidence of the lower
orders.

Poaching became a means of bridging the gap between relief
or starvation wages and subsistence. The government and the
landowners combined to destroy that bridge. “The history of
the agricultural laborer in this generation is written in the
code of the Game Laws, the growing brutality of the Criminal
Law, and the preoccupation of the rich with the efficacy of
punishment.”* It is necessary that we clearly understand the
nature and implications of poaching, not merely that we may
see it in its correct perspective, but that we may do justice to
t{he memory of the poachers* Some measure of justice is
accorded to them by Mr. and Mrs. Hammond, who have this to
say:—

We know from Fielding with what sort of justice the
magistrates treated persons accused of poaching in the reign
of George IIL’s grandfather, but when he wrote his account
of Squire Western, and when Blackstone wrote that Game
Laws had raised up a little Nimrod in every manor, the
blood of men and boys had not yet been spilt for the
pleasures of the rich. It is only after Fielding and Black-
stone were both in their graves that this page of history
hecame crimson, and that the gentlemen of England took
to guarding their special amusements by methods of which

a Member of Parliament declared the nobles of France had
not ventured on the like in the days of their most splendid
arrogance. The little Nimrods who made and applied their
code were a small and select class. . ., The legislation that
‘occupies so much of English history during a period of misery
# “The poacher convicts” said the late Prof. Wo
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and famine is devoted to the protection of the monopoly of
this class, comprising less than one in 10,000 of the people
of England. . . . With the general growth of upper-class
riches and luxury there came over shooting a change corre-
sponding with the change that turned hunting into a
magnificent and extravagant spectacle. The habit set in of
preserving game in great masses, of organising the battue,
of maintaining armies of keepers. In many parts of the
country, pheasants were now introduced for the first time.
Whereas game had hitherto kept something of the wildness,
and vagrancy, and careless freedom of nature, the woods
were now packed with tame and docile birds, whose gay
feathers sparkled among the trees, before the eyes of the
half-starved labourers breaking stones on the road at half
a crown a week, . . . The sport of the rich was becoming
more and more of an elaborate system, and more of a vested
interest. This development was marked by the growth of
an offensive combination among game PIESEIVers; in some
parts of the country game associations were formed, for the
express purpose of paying the costs of prosecution, so that
the poacher had against him not merely a bench of game
preservers, but a ring of squires, a sort of holy alliance for
the punishment of social rebels, which drew its meshes not
round a parish but round a county. Simultaneously, as we
have seen, a general change was coming over the circum-
stances and position of the poor. The mass of the people
were losing their rights and independence; they were being
forced into an absolute dependence on Wages, and were
living on the brink of famine.™

We have no cause to be ashamed that among the founders
of Australia were many poachers, Rather would we have been
ashamed of our British heritage, and of our fathers, had there
been no poachers in the England of the 18th and 19th centuries.

Act after Act was passed to put down poaching. Punishment
become severer, more brutal, more humiliating. Imprisonment
for long terms, treatment as rogues and vagabonds, whippings,
sentences to serve in the army and navy, transportation—these
were punishments that awaited men who, in order to provide
food for their wives and children, shot or snared, or attempted
to shoot or snare, the rabbits and pheasants of over-fed land-
Jords and ladies who wanted, not to eat them, but merely to
hunt them. The violence that the poachers had to expect when
caught forced them to unite for their own protection. Poaching
in gangs became the rule. Poaching became an organised in-
dustry and the workers therein formed unions in self-defence.
Battles were fought between poachers and game-keepers. Then
a law made death the penalty for attempting with arms to
prevent the arrest of any poacher and another Act (in 1816)
provided for a sentence of transportation for seven years for
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being found with a net for poaching in any forest, chase or
park.® A manifesto in a Bath Paper was at once ia reply to
this Act and an evidence that the poachers were not criminals
but men fighting for the preservation of their lives and liberties.*

In such a way as this did thousands of Englishmen become
landless men. Their patrimony passed into the possession of a
few landlords and capitalist farmers. Pheasants had hecome
more‘important than children—except in the factories of the
new industrial towns where their tears and sweat were trans-
muted by the potent alchemy of “laissez-faire” into wealth and
profits for the few.

3.—LMSSEZ-FAIRE.—England had vanquished all rivals. She
Wwas mistress of the seas and the ruler of a vast empire upon
which even then the sun never set. For three centuries English
sailors had risked and given their lives navigating new oceans,
and discovering new lands, where colonies had been founded and
whence wealth had rolled into the coffers of merchant princes
and merchant companies. All of the vast wealth that had
been created and accumulated benefited the bulk of the people
not a whit. The few rich were richer than they were in 1500;
but there were less who were comfortably off and the masses
were poorer. The promise of the age of the overthrow of
feudalism had been belied. The common man of George IIT's
reign was no freer than his forefathers in that of Elizabeth.
He certainly had no more of this world's goods, even if more of
those of the next were promised him by such as William Wil-
berforce. And the lot of the feudal serf of the 13th century
was surely preferable to that of the industrial slave of the 19th
—at least until the latter learned the necessity of revolt.

Two things were necessary for the creation of the factory
system and for the consummation of the economice development
that we call the Industrial Revolution. They were the con-
centration into the hands of a few of the capital used and to pe
used in manufacture and the emergence of a class of people

* The Manifesto ran: “Take Notice.—We have lately heard ang g
there is an act passed, and whatever poacher is caught destroying t;l:-:lgg::
is to be transported for seven years—This is English Liberty)

“Now we do swear to each other that the first of our COmpany that this
law is inflicted on, that there shall not be one gentleman’y 8t 10, gl
country escape the rage of fire, The first that impeaches ghg)y 1e shot,
. . . You may think it a threat, but they will find it » reality, The
Gume Laws were too severe before. The Lord of all men gonp g
animals for the peasants as well as for the ce.  God wiy Tiot Ik

people be oppressed. He will assist us In our undertaking S
ﬁﬁ execute it with caution”—Quoted In Hammond: Village T u‘;e
P. 190, s
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who had no land and who had to live by working for capital-
ists. The former was brought about as the result of the com-
mercial enterprise and the victories in war of two or three
centuries. The latter was provided by the dispossession of the
yeomanry of England—the yeomanry that had won England’s
battles and had laid the basis of the wealth that others had
appropriated.

The fundamental characteristic of the factory system is the
employment of masses of people by those who own the fac-
tories. From that basis has sprung the great technical de-
velopments that have made the last two centuries in this
respect the most wonderful in the world’s history. The con-
gregation of numbers of workers into one building made pos-
sible the division of labor. The division of labor, in its turn,
was the pre-requisite for the invention and development of
machinery. It is impossible to invent a machine that will
build a coach, as a craftsman built one. But it became a
simple matter to invent machines to perform singly all of the
movements necessary to the making of a coach. Moreover,
many men, each working on one small job in the building of
a coach, could turn out more coaches than the same number
of men starting out to build a coach each., The concentration
of labor, the division of labor and the invention of machinery
meant the beginning of mass production.*

But the mass production of commodities meant also the mass
production of misery. In the dispossessed men of the country
and the ruined small manufacturers of the towns, the new
industrial capitalists found a vast army from which to pick
and choose—not necessarily the strongest, but at any rate the
cheapest and most subservient of workers. But, in the far
vaster army of women and children, the employers were able
to find workers still more subservient, because much weaker,
and the cheapest of all. And, if the weaker were necessarily
the sooner to be discarded, there was a huge reservoir from

* The most important industry was, of coutrge. the textﬂefmd it is thpi;
industry that furnishes the best le of the in of

o upon inv . TInventions alternated between the spinning
and weaving branches of the industry. After John Kay invented the fly-
ing-shuttle in 1738, spinners could not keep pace \let.h weavers, Then, in
1764, Hargreaves turned out his “Spinning Jenny'— a wheel that turned
18 spindles. Fach jenny used would thus put 15 spinners out of work.
Other inventions, by Arkwright and Crompton, made it possible for one
person to look aﬂaer huﬁld:gﬂa of sgén?n%tgds.pﬁm was ihulm!lfm
advance of weaving—un artwrig w
Some idea of the immense growth of the cotton ind is glven by these
figures: in 1750, less than 3,000,000 pounds of eotton |
into England; in 1815, 100,000,000 pounds were

b
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and discovering new lands, where colonies had been founded and
whence wealth had rolled into the coffers of merchant princes
and merchant companies. All of the vast wealth that had
been created and accumulated benefited the bulk of the people
not a whit. The few rich were richer than they were in 1500;
but there were less who were comfortably off and the masses’:
were poorer. The promise of the age of the overthrow of
feudalism had been belied. The common man of George IIT's
reign was no freer than his forefathers in that of Elizabeth.
He certainly had no more of this world’s goods, even if more of
those of the next were promised him by such as William Wil-
berforce. And the lot of the feudal serf of the 13th century
was surely preferable to that of the industrial slave of the 19th
—_at least until the latter learned the necessity of revolt.

Two things were necessary for the creation of the factory
system and for the consummation of the economic development
that we call the Industrial Revolution. They were the con-
centration into the hands of a few of the capital used and to be
used in manufacture and the emergence of a class of people
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who had no land and who had to live by working for capital-
ists. ‘The former was brought about as the result of the com-
mercial enterprise and the victories in war of two or three
centuries. The latter was provided by the dispossession of the
yeomanry of England—the yeomanry that had won England’s
battles and had laid the basis of the wealth that others had
appropriated.

The fundamental characteristic of the factory system is the
employment of masses of people by those who own the fac-
tories. From that basis has sprung the great technical de-
velopments that have made the last two centuries in this
respect the most wonderful in the world’s history. The con-
gregation of numbers of workers into one building made pos-
sible the division of labor. The division of labor, in its turn,
was the pre-requisite for the invention and development of
machinery. It is impossible to invent a machine that will
build a coach, as a craftsman built one. But it became a
simple matter to invent machines to perform singly all of the
movements necessary to the making of a coach. Moreover,
many men, each working on one small job in the building of
a coach, could turn out more coaches than the same number
of men starting out to build a coach each. The concentration
of labor, the division of labor and the invention of machinery
meant the beginning of mass production.*

But the mass production of commodities meant also the mass
production of misery. In the dispossessed men of the country
and the ruined small manufacturers of the towns, the new
industrial capitalists found a vast army from which to pick
and choose—not necessarily the strongest, but at any rate the
cheapest and most subservient of workers. But, in the far
vaster army of women and children, the employers were able
to find workers still more subservient, because much weaker,
and the cheapest of all. And, if the weaker were necessarily
the sooner to be discarded, there was a huge reservoir from

* The most important industry was, of course, the textile and it is this
industry that furnishes the best example of the influence of concentrated
production upon invention. Inventions alternated between the spinning
and weaving branches of the industry, After John Kay invented the fly-
ing-shuttle in 1738, spinners could not keep pace with weavers. Then, in
1764, Hargreaves turned out his “gpinning Jenny"— a_ wheel that turned
16 spindles. FEach jenny used would thus put 16 spinners out of work,
Other inventions, by Arkwright and Crompton, made it possible for one

person to look after hundreds of spindles.  Spinning was thus far in
advance of weaving—until Cartwright invented his in 1785,
Some idea of the immense growth of the cotton indus is given by these

figures: in 1750, less than 3,000,000 pounds of cotton wool were imported
into England; in 1815, 100,000,000 pounds were imported.
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which substitutes could be drawn. No wonder is
world was regarded as the best of all possible wc:rl
firmly based on reason!

In the textile industry, muech, if not i -
and weaving had been done, before tah::]r1 %Srfélgsfu:;lse Epm::ling
women ar_ad children, in their homes in the villagesjat Yni kf?l‘
after their work in the fields was finished. The enclosgﬁrSI
1;?;1; a:ivc;’a.y bothd tt:; homes in which the spinning and weavi::

ne an e fields whose pro
supplement the pittances earned gy d;];: :::?ﬁn;escefﬁy tltfe'
weavers. The same development which had expropriated the
farmers had also taken the cotton industry out of the hands
of l:.he small producers and presented it to those who had th
capital to employ the disinherited. 1

thW::1 ‘have t‘>een made f.'_uniliar with the conditions under which
f: isinherited and their children worked under the new indus-
tn_al system—the children working twelve-hour shifts pauper
clrpldren supplied by parishes, women working in facto,ries and
mines, men unemployed or working for a mere pittance, thous-
ands ousted by the cheap labor of women or children anc’l by the
machines—the whole leaving an indelible mark on the physique
of 19th and 20th century Englishmen. The reaction of revolt
against such conditions took two forms: machine-breaking by
the Luddites, who saw the source of all their misery in the
machines, and the formation of unions. Against both the
Luddites and the unionists the government found fresh scope
for repressive measures. Anti-Combination Laws were passed
making unions illegal. The men who had been driven off the
land found only starvation facing them also in the towns. And
of the rebels of country and town—poachers and mlionisi.;s and
Luddites—thousands were transported to New South Wales

4—~THE AGE OF REASON.—If there was a plac
body in the 18th century there was also a rel?gione :Yg;' 2:::5,-
body. For the dispossessed farmers and the out-of-work o
letarians of the towns there was Methodism, bred of mj el
poverty and hopelessness and preaching a quiescence that i
:;bly saved Englarlxld from revolution. For the ruling claI;;z;
ere was an Anglicanism that wa, in
age of reason. " EEm e o6
Anglicanism, besides providing a badge of respe
those who occupied the best pews, was EMbOdiEdciibmty i
mercial institution that enjoyed some profitable mona,o S
There were tithes and there were fees for marriage ang e
tration of births and deaths—for one could not be borp ::t:’giui;

it that the
ds and one
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not be married, could not die outside of the Church of Eng-
Jland. Moreover, it was a kind of masonic lodge—military, civil
and political office was open only to its members. And
Anglicanism did not make any demands of piety, enthusiasm
or emotion from those who regarded religion as a fable that
was quite useful in keeping the lower orders in their places.

The clergy were closely wrapped up with ruling circles and
the aristocracy. In a modern Americanism, the profession of
a clergyman was a “racket.” The richest “livings”—and the
incomes, it must be remembered, were from compulsory tithes—
were the prizes of intrigue, subservience or influence. And
one need not be content with one “living.” One could hold a
number of “livings”, live in London or travel on the Continent
and pay* curates to look after the spiritual needs of parishion-
ers. “In his ‘Legacy to Parsons,’ Cobbett, quoting from the
‘Clerical Guide,’ showed that 332 parsons shared the revenues
of 1496 parishes and 500 more shared those of 1524. Among
the pluralists were Lord Walsingham who, besides enjoying a
pension of £700 a year, was Archdeacon of Surrey, Prebendary
of Winchester, Rector of Calbourne, Rector of Fawley, perpetual
Curate of Exbury, and Rector of Merton; the Earl of Guildford,
Rector of Old Alresford, Rector of New Alresford, perpetual Curate
of Medsted, Rector of St. Mary, Southampton, including the great
parish of South Stoneham, Master of St. Cross Hospital, with the
revenue of the parish of St. Faith along with it. There were three
Pretymans dividing 15 benefices, and Wellington’s brother was
Prebendary of Durham, Rector of Bishopwearmouth, Rector of
Chelsea, and Rector of Therfield. In 1812, out of 10,000
incumbents, nearly 6000 were non-resident.” “

The severity of the laws could not prevent poachers from
poaching or workers and unemployed from organising against
the masters and the machines that were crushing them. Thous-
ands of poachers were convicted year after year—many of them
mere boys of less than 18—and transported for seven years, for
14 years, for life. Men continued to be transported for forming
combinations. Nor could transportation or hanging abolish
crime—in an age when its only alternative was starvation. The
ruling classes of England failed. Failed—for it was a definite
programme upon which they had embarked, a programme based
on accepted principles. The motive force of that programme
was ‘“the belief that, as the poor were becoming poorer, only &
system of punishment that was becoming more brutal could
deter them from crime.” *

* £50 a year for one church and £60 for two churches was good pay!
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Edmund Burke* gives the classical exposition of the philosophy,
“Good order is the foundation of all good things. To be enabled
to acquire, the people, without being servile, must be tractable
and obedient. The magistrate must have his reverence, the
laws their authority. The body of the people must not find the
principles of natural subordination by art rooted out of their
minds. They must respect that property of which they cannot
partake. They must labour to obtain what by labour can he
obtained; and when they find, as they commonly do, the success
disproportioned to the endeavour, they must be taught their
consolation in the final proportions of eternal justice.” Such
was Burke’s epitome of the philosophy. William Wilberforce,**
who was greatly concerned about black slaves—often much
better off than the white slaves in England—has left, for our
delectation, an expression of his admiration for the same
philosophy. “The poor,” he said, “are not liable to be puffed
up by the intoxicating fumes of ambition and worldly grandeur.
They are less likely to be kept from entering the straight and
narrow way, and when they have entered to be drawn back
again or be retarded in their progress, by the cares or the
pleasures of life. I might here enlarge with pleasure on
the unrivalled excellence, in this very view, of the constitution
under which we live in this happy country; and point out how,
more perhaps than any which ever existed on this earth, it is so
formed, as to provide at the same time for keeping up a due
degree of public spirit, and yet for preserving unimpaired the
quietness and comfort and charities of private life; . . . In
whatever class or order of society Christianity prevails she sets
herself to rectify the particular faults, or, if we would speak
more distineily, to counteract the particular mode of selfishness,
to which that class is liable. Affluence she teaches to be liberal
and beneficent; authority, to bear its faculties with meekness,
and to conisder the various cares and obligations belonging to
its elevated station as being conditions on which that station is
conferred. Thus, softening the glare of wealth and moderating
the insolence of power, she renders the inequalities of the gocial
state less galling to the lower orders, whom also she instructs, in
their turn, to be diligent, humble, patient: reminding them that

* In his Reflections on the Revolution in France, quoted

p. 208, ‘ by Hammond,
#» Wilberforce set up a Society for the Suppression of Vie

known as the Vice Soclety—which made 1t its chief concern et:p:ep;n talfli

every infringement of every law repressive of free &

the subject should be punished.

3

-speech or the liberty of H
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their more lowly path has been allotted to them by the hand of
God; that it is their part faithfully to discharge its duties, and
contentedly to bear its inconveniences; that the present state of
things is very short; that the objects, about which worldly men
conflict so eagerly, are not worth the contest; that the peace of
mind, which Religion offers to all ranks indiscriminately, affords
more true satisfaction than all the expensive pleasures which are
beyond the poor man’s reach; that in this view, however, the
poor have the advantage, and that, if their superiors enjoy
more abundant comforts, they are also exposed to many tempta-
tions from which the inferior classes are happily exempted; that,
‘having food and raiment, they should be therewith content,’
for that their situation in life with all its evils, is better than
they have deserved at the hand of God; finally, that all human
distinctions will soon be done away, and the true followers of
Christ will all, as children of the same father, be alike admitted
to the possession of the same heavenly inheritance.”

We can only reiterate: if there had not been thousands of
rebels in 18th and 19th century England, not only against the
material conditions, but also against such soporific philosophy,
we today should have to be ashamed of our ancestry!

It was truly an age when sentiment was not allowed to inter-
fere with the dictates of reason. The devotees of the Goddess
of Reason had seen the necessity for numerous hangings in
order to safeguard the best of all possible constitutions and
reason forbade them to shed a tear or to relent one jot. They
were true noblemen, prepared to contemplate suffering with-
out a trewnor and, since it was necessary, without regret or
remorse.

Eighteenth century London became known as “the City of
the Gallows.”® At Tyburn, at Finchley Common, at Wimble-
don, at Blackheath, along the Thames—or even in the city
streets, for often executions took place on the spot where crimes
had been committed—the bodies, often in chains could be seen
of those who in some way or another had fallen foul of the
“law.” “Yesterday morning”’—we may take an example of a
day’s executions from the London “Evening Post” for October
9, 1782 —“about nine o'clock, the following malefactors were
brought out of Newgate and carried to Tyburn in three carts,
where they were executed according to their sentences, viz.:
Henry Berthard, for feloniously personating one Mark Groves,
the proprietor of £100 three per cent annuities, and trans-
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ferring the same as if he was the veal owner thereof; Willlam
Jones, for stealing in a warehouse, in Aldersgate Street, a deal
box containing a quantity of haberdashery goods; Peter Ver-
rier, accomplice with Charles Kelly, executed for burglary in
the house of Mrs. Pollard, in Great Queen Street; William
Odern, for robbing two women in Spawfields; Charles Woolett
for robbing Bernard John Cheale, on the highway, of a metai
watch; John Graham, for feloniously altering the principal sum
of a bank note of £15, so as to make the same appear to be a
bank note of £50, with intent to defraud; Charlotte Goodall and
John Edmonds, for stealing in the dwelling house of Mrs,
Fortesque, at Tottenham, where she lived as a servant, a great
quantity of plate, linen, &c.; Thomas Cladenboul, for assaulting
Robert Chilton on the highway and robbing him of a gold
watch; John Weatherley and John Lafee, for feloniously and
treasonably coining and counterfeiting the silver moneys of
the realm called shillings and sixpences. They all behaved
very penitent.”

Even by suicide one could not cleat the gallows—there still
remained the boay to be hanged, as it frequently was! ‘“After
the Lord George Gordon riots of 1780, the gallows was carried
about from street to street of the city, and the condemned men
were hanged on the spot pointed out by the witnesses as the
scene of their outrages.”* According to authorities quoted by
Barton,” between 1771 and 1783, 467 persons were hanged in
London and Midalesex alone—and “executions were, compara-
tively, almost as common in the country as they were in the
metropolis.” In 1785, there were 103 executions for the whole
country! From 1801 to 1820, 1697 people were executed in
England and Wales! And yet it is only with France that it
is the custom to associate the term “the reign of terror.”*

Execution by burning was not abolished till 1789! Before
that, women could be burned “for killing a husband or a master
or for coining.”® In 1788, a woman, convicted of counter-
feiting, was strangled and burned. Another, in 1726, was
burned alive—the “fire reaching the hangman’s hands, he let
go the rope by which she was to have been strangled, and the

* It should not be imagined that we have to put this callo

the spirit of the age or that the rulers of England knew no bu:;::s .‘.il?:n »
itself stood without a rival among all the capital cities of Euro indon
display of public executions, just as it did in the abominations Sfe I:j o
life In all the seven provinces which constituted the %u%

course of a year.”—Barton, pp. 222-223.

Republic, there were seldom more than five or six executions in the I
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flames slowly consumed her as she pushed the blazing faggots
from her, rending the air with her agonised cries.”™

Up till 1820, woruen weie flopged by order of a court, or put in
prison, at the whim of the authorities.* Flogging, in the Navy
and the Army, was the common punishment. General Sir
Charles Napier,” tells of what he saw when a younyg officer. He
“frequently saw 600, 700, 800, 900 and 1000 lashes sentenced by
regimental courts-martial; and generally every lash inflicted. . . .
I then often saw the unhappy victim of such barbarous work
brought out from the hospital three and four times to receive
the remainder of his punishment, too severe to be borne without
danger of death at uvne flogging and sometimes I have witnessed
this prolonged torture applied for the avowed purpose of adding
to its severity. On these occasions it was terrible to see the new
tender skin of the searcely healed back again laid bare to receive
the lash. I declare that, accustomed as I was to such scenes, I
could not on these occasions bear to look at the first blows: the
feeling of hurror which ran through the ranks was evident, and
all soldiers know the frequent faintings that take place among
reeruits when they first see a soldier flogged.”

There were officers who made a study of the best ways of
inflicting the greatest amount of torture with the number of
lashes allowed by the seutence—such as distributing ‘“the lashes
from the poll of the neck to the heel; thus flaying the shoulders,
posteriors, thighs, and calves of the legs, multiplying the torment
enormously: but I believe it was done, and legally, too, according
to the wordiug of the sentence which ordered or permitted such
cruelty.” In the navy, the “cat was altogether more formidable
than the military one, being made of a piece of rope thicker
than a man’s wrist, five feet in length all over, three of which
were stiff and solid stuff, and the remaining two feet ravelled
into hard twisted and knotted ends.”®

This was the school in which Phillip was educated, and we
can expect that the horrors of execution and flogeing would be
continued in this new country—even though Phillip himself
showed that he was often in favor of the mitigation of harsh
sentences. He granted many reprieves, and Hunter and King
followed his example. Sir J oseph Banks remonstrated with King
because of the latter’s clemency. “There is,” he wrote to King
in 1804, “only one part of your conduct as Governor which I do
not think right—that is, your frequent reprieves. . . . Circum-
stances may often make clemency necessary—I mean those of

+ When the Bill for the abolition of flogging of women was before the
House of Lords, not one Bishop voted for i¢l. . . - . 3 e, TTED
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suspected error in conviction, but mere whimperi
ness never should be heard.” ™ pEring po

Not only Banks frowned on “whimpering soft- n
In 1810, a Bill was introduced into, a.I:Id pis.sedt tl;liali;i?.ll;:m
Commons to substitute transportation for the death penalt fgr
stealing from shops. But it was defeated in the House of Lszr:urd:
the Archbishop of Canterbury and six bishops voting against it'l
And the famous Paley, author of a “Moral and Political Philo:
‘sophy" and “The Evidences of Christianity,” approved of the
‘wisdom and humanity” of the English law.

That wisdom and that humanity were exhibited i

as thgse of the child of ten who was sentenceg 1::) Sg::trfaisi
secreting notes at the Chelmsford Post Office; of the boy of
fourteen who was hanged for stealing at Newport in 1814; or of
the wqmen of 19 years, who was taken and hanged becau’se she
had picked up from a counter a piece of linen. Her children
were naked and starving. She wished to give them some food.
And she was hanged—her baby sucking at her breast as she
rode in the cart for Tyburn! . ..

Is there any man or woman who, even today, after a lapse of
mfer a hundred years, can read of such judicial crimes as these
without being stirred by hatred of the perpetrators and by pity
and tears for their vietims? “Is it not clearly a fact,” asks the
late Professor Wood, “that the atrocious criminals remained in
England, while their victims, innocent and manly, founded
the Australian democracy?”® We wonder whether all who
remained in England were not totally depraved, conscienceless
and spiritless. From the jury who found the guilt, the judge
who passed the sentence, and the Archbishop Who’sanctioned
it, to the driver of the cart to Tyburn and the soldiers who
stood around and watched a baby plucked from its mother’s
breast so that its mother might die, not a word or gesture of
manhood! Not one was prepared even to die with her. W
all the men already at Botany Bay? L

N.B.—Notes to this chapter are at end of Book IT,

Chapter VL
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My good blade carves the casques of men,
My tough lance thrusteth sure,

My strength is as the strength of ten,
Because my heart is pure.

—Tennyson: Sir Galahad.

1.—Phillip and the Marines; 2. —Courts Martial; 3.—Martial Law; 4—
New South Wales Corps; 5—The Rum Traders; 6—The Defeat of King.

As far as the government of the day was concerned that

was to be its main, if not its sole, object! But, in the

nature of the circumstances, a penal colony it could not
remain. Free men and women must needs have come out here.
Officials of the administration and members of the military
forces would inevitably remain here. And convicts, their
term of transportation completed, would seek and find prospects
here for a freer and fuller life for themselves and their children,
than had been theirs in the old countries. Moreover, the dis-
tance from England made return difficult if not impossible for
most. Phillip himself saw New South Wales as a potentially
free and prosperous country and he continually urged the send-
ing out of free emigrants. New South Wales could not have
remained a penal settlement. Within almost the shortest
possible time from the foundation of the colony a native-born
Australian* was voicing a nascent nationalism and singing of

NEW SOUTH WALES was founded as a penal settlement.

» william Charles Wentworth, porn at Norfolk Island in 1793, in poem
written at Cambridge. (See below.)
1.—Notes to this chapter are at end of Book II.
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an Australia that was already ‘“the new-born glory of th
3

Southel‘n skies” and was t 0 1n anothu
0] bec me “a new Br ].‘tall[l'a i
world.”

g ﬁluﬂtit‘;l'i;red:fas tg danger that New South Wales would become
spotism. The power of the mili

great enough to bring to frustration the ;lan:shcgifwgh: fﬁ:::' st’.hv;aa
governors and to force their withdrawal. It was finally po A
ful enough to depose the fourth governor, to send hfmp :::r-
under arrest and to usurp his authority. The over-weenl;?
arrogance of the military officers combined with their greed tﬁ
create for themselves a trade monopoly and to make of New
South Wales a close preserve from which they extracted much
pr_oﬁt for themselves and in which they were the cause of much
misery to others. Four governors could not curb them—
against each of the four they were victorious.

1.—PHILLIP AND THE MARINES.—Not the le illip'
dlﬁicu.lties were those that the officers of the nfas.ltfir?t’.fs 1:(‘:1::31;11;23
for him. The marines provided the first garrison for New
South Wales and their commander was Lieutenant-Governor of
the colony.

The marines had been selected as the corps to provide the
first garrison and, in his letter to the Lords Commissioners of
the Treasury (18/8/1786), ordering the preparation of the First
Fleet, Lord Sydney directed the sending and stationing of three
companies of them in New South Wales. He urged, in a letter
to the Admiralty, under whose authority the marines served
that, if possible, the men sent should be volunteers. The period
of service was to be for three years® In certain respects, at any
rate, Lord Sydney was solicitous of their needs. He uréed. that
«90p females” be provided as “companions for the men” and
they were to be conveyed “to the new settlement from
the Friendly Isles, New Caledonia, etc., which are contiguous
thereto, and from whence any number may be procured without
difficulty.” * He urged this because “without a sufficient :;1
portion of that sex it is well-known that it would be impossﬂf)lt;
to preserve the settlement from gross irregularities and dis-
orders.”? We must, however, in justice to Lord Sydney, hast
to add that, in his instructions to Phillip, he Ordered’hi : in
“take especial care that the officers who may be employed r::po;

+ Matra had made this recommendation in his “Proposal" .
in this point, 8 in others, was merely echoing him. Matr and Sydney
ghip may, if thought proper, be despatched to New Pk ey gy L
and the neighbouring islands to procure a few families gt Otaheite,
women as may serve for » and ag

the men, , , . There
they may be obtained without dimculty."—newrdi:, e:.f{’ Ife;?nztopb%m

i
5
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this service do not, upon any account, exercise any compulsive
measures, or make use of fallacious pretences, for bringing away
any of the said women from the places of their present resid-
ence.”* It says much for Phillip’s humanity that he made no
attempt to carry out this part of his instructions. “I am
certain,” he reported, “your Lordship will think that to send for
women from the islands, in our present situation, would answer
no other purpose than that of bringing them to pine away in
misery.” °

The command of the marines was given to Major Robert Ross
who was also commissioned (24/10/1786) as Lieutenant-
Governor. In his commission, he was ordered “to observe and
follow such orders and instructions from time to time as you
shall receive from us [George III1, our Governor of the said
territory for the time peing or any ofher your superior
officer.”® Because of later happenings it is necessary to remem-
per this and also the directions given in a letter to the Ad-
miralty to the effect that the marines were to “pe immediately
subordinate to the direction” of the Home Department. “It
is his Majesty’s pleasure,” wrote Sydney, “that they should be
directed after their arrival at New South Wales to follow such
orders and directions as they may receive from his Majesty
through his Principal Secretary of State for this Department.”’
Instead, however, of obedience to orders given, Phillip received
from the officers of the marines, urged and aided by their
commanding officer, disobedience, defiance and sabotage. If
Major Ross had succeeded in his campaign of opposition towards
Phillip and his plans, the attempt to found a colony would have
failed and Phillip would have had to lead his expedition back
home. If Phillip had been less conciliatory, or if he had been
a Bligh, he would probably have been taken home by ROSs,
under arrest. The stupidity of the Home government in
appointing a man as nominal Governor and giving full control
over the armed forces, and thus real power, to another almost
wrecked the colony in its first few months. Diarchy is a form
of government of most unstable equilibrium.

According to Ross, the trouble between himself and Phillip
began on the way out. He was “much hurt,” he wrote to
Secretary Stephens,’ because Phillip had not told him before
leaving the Cape of his intention of sailing ahead in the
“gupply.”  This had prevented his distributing the marines
more evenly among the ships. The same letter is filled with
complaints and grumblings. No defences were erected behind
which refuge could be taken in case the natives made a surprise
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attack—which, wrote Ross, “seems to me, from all I have seg
to be the only danger we have to apprehend.” And he arriw:i
gt. the conclusion that the natives were not “that harmless
moffensive race they have in general been represented to be'l'
His opinions of the country itself were not very high H.e
had not been far from the settlement when he wrote but 'atter
listening to others, “sorry am I to say that the accounts .::),re by
no mgans of a flattering kind.” The land was rocky and barren
the timber poor and the “country seems totally destitute oir
everything that can be an object for a commercial nation, a
very fine harbour excepted.” We are glad of the exception.'
Ross hastens to add that that is his own opinion. But he
doe_s s_o only in order to make a hit at Phillip. “The Governor’s”
[opinion], he says, “I am acquainted with, as he has never
do_ne me the honor of informing me of his or asking me for
mine; neither has he made me or any other person that I
know of acquainted with any part of the intentions of Govern-
ment, nor have I been let into any part of his plan, which
?vil], I hope, be a sufficient apology for the very lame a'ccounts
in my power to give their Lordships, independent of what ¥
have already said.”® There were complaints that Ross had to
add about lightning and earthquakes, bad spirits—he meant those
of a more material character than his own—short rations
shortage of clothing and stationary, and—Phillip. He was much,
concerned about the possibility that the supply of “grog” be
cut off. If it were, he said, “I dread the consequences, and
must pray [he was writing to the Secretary to the Admi;*alty]
that before such an event takes place, should it be so intended
their Lordships will order the detachment to be relieved anci
shall hope I may be permitted to share with them in the same
indulgence.” From which we may assume that Major-Comman-
dant Ross was not of the stuff of which heroes are made.*
“There is not a man in this place,” Ross wrote in a pll-ivate
letter to Nepean, “but wishes to return home, and indeed the
have no less than cause, for I believe there never was a set o};
people so much upon the parrish as this garrison is, and what
little we want, even to a single nail, we must not z;end twt}?
Commissary for it, but must apply to his Excellency, and 2 h .
we do he allways sayes there is but little come o’ut, gy
course it is but little we get, and what we are obli eci 1? ne
as a mark of favor, . . . This country will never anmi:r toos::t]::

* Nor was he efficient. It will be remembered that Phi
Teneriffe that the marines had gone on b Mip reported from
Ross was their commander! $9E o0 board without ameunition, Major
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in, for altho’ I think corn will grow here, yet T am convinced
that if ever it is able to maintain the people here it cannot
be in less time than probably a hundred years hence. I there-
fore think it will be cheaper to feed the convicts on turtle and
venison at the London Tavern than be at the expense of sending
them here.”” From all of which it will be gauged that Major
Ross was also not of the stuff of which pioneers are made, and
that, besides being a hard man to get on with, was also a
false—a very false—prophet!

Phillip received very little help from the officers of the
Marines.* “Most of them,” he complained—if Phillip’s half-
apologetic reports may be called complaints—“have declined any
interference with the convicts, except when they are employed
for their own particular gervice.” He had asked them soon after
the landing to say a word of encouragement to convicts who
they saw were diligent and to warn or punish those who were
otherwise. But, “officers did not understand that any inter-
ference with the convicts was expected, and that they were
sent out to do more than the duty of soldiers.” Phillip thought
it necessary, he told Lord Sydney in one of his first despatches,
to mention “that officers coming out may know that a young
colony requires more from officers than garrison duty.” He
pointed out, too, that the officers were disappdinted at not being
granted land. As a result, they would be “obliged to make their
minds up as to their staying in the country or returning, before
they can Know what the bounty of the Government intends
them.” They felt this as a hardship, reported Phillip, and,
therefore, declined to interfere with the convicts. Australia’s
first strike thus seems to have been that of the officers of the
Marines!

But it was not only as warders that the officers objected to
serve. They did not like sitting as members of the Criminal
Court—*for which they are not paid.”

It was in connection with judicial procedure that the first
serious dispute arose, during which some of the officers were
placed under arrest—not however by the Governor, but by Major
Ross. The case Wwas that of Private Joseph Hunt who was
accused of striking Private William Dempsey. The prisoner was

# They were: Major Commandant, Robert Ross; Captains, James Camp-
bell, Jol’ym Shea; g‘}aptain-meubenants, James Meredith, Watkin Tench;
First-Lieutenants, George Johnston, John Johnstone, John Creswell, James
Maitland Shairp, Robert Kellow, Thomas Davey, John Poulden,

Timins; Second-Lieutenants, Ralph Clarke, Willlam Faddy, Willlam Dawes;
Adjutant Second-Lieutenant, John Long; Quatermaster First-Lieutenant,
James Furzer, Judge Advocate, David Collins,
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found guilty and, being gi
‘ 1 g given a good character b
iiilzzf:igthiEch and Lieutenants Poulden and T}irm(i::spta::;;
v the Court* “either to ask i i
: public pardon of Willj
Dempsey . . .or to receive nne hundred lashes on his bare ;lahcln'l'

ugI}:t]:aSBlLOttt; serious cas_e and the Court treated the matter
R et st T s e
. nce. e prisoner, he claimed, should
?ﬁzrzgi :Sekéagwer or_pnwlege of choosing a punishment. He
- i "Captan? Tench to have the Court reconsider
- ond ce— t.o get it altered to either one or the other of
co;gentencgs, I d1_d’ not care which.” The Court sat again and
Orderrelge;ih its original sentence. Whereupon Ross officially
el :{. E:;:rgr‘g(; r:;gcgg:i:ler anccii alter its decision. The Court
, , according to regulations, “n 3
tﬁ%ﬁic,%“;?rbi]any Court—l:ﬂartial, and signed by the,Preosiij?t
rephed'thatla e t.o.be revised more than once.” To this Ross
o g r,ma.s thtelr first sentence, giving a choice of punish-
havir;g v sen_epce at all, there could be no talk of there
ccathag i revision. The Court was adamant, however, and
Whg a(:::h_ a:11 the qﬁ’icers comprising it under arrest! :
B oo nhe aliilp was informed, next morning, of these develop-
B e e o Wi
; . Becaus
;t;:‘nzzﬁ;,fer‘s W?ilt:;l'd' have left the Marines in ckfa:é]ee offe Tﬁ:sze?f
. been, :;,lk:n 1—21?: to the officers under arrest, enough others
g rm a G.C.M., Phillip gave the sensible direc-
i cers should return to duty until there were
e wellis_ ipfr?ie;ﬁ t? cgrry out all duties and to form a
s ould “be then required by either of the
m;?n?a 111?112; ]tetil;;ir Otol the Governor, the officers concerned, while
s cond'tl'] y”a: G.C.M. could extricate them fr(;m the
R i 10r‘1‘ in whllch they had been placed expressed
il ende:x . im. The frlenldly and handsome parjt you have
o e, ;)J];nigstm reconcile the unfortunate difference of
- e g sists between us . . . and Major Ross
e o armest and most, respectful aCRnOWIEdgment- v
Wy Ege tt:oia;nents between Ross and his officers diq not ”
of the “'shamef':;1 PinttOt Ube Hunt case. The former com Ic:eas;
e ey to1'1;1htention of all the captains (Captaj plaine
" e errecting the barracks for t ol
€ companies;

* Consisting of Captain-Lie
-Lieute
Kellow, Davey, Poulden and Timinar.“mtr e (Presldem,),

*
* Captain Camphell was a very close friend of Major Hoks

Lieutenants

In a letter

MILITARY REASONING 181

in place of which their attention seems to have been chiefly
employed in the errecting houses and outhouses for themselves,
their servants, and stock, otherwise I am convinced the whole
of our men would long ere now have been com fortable in their
barracks.” Captain Shea, for one, maintained that such work
was not a part of his duty As a result, Phillip was obliged to
issme an order that officers should attend to this duty

Ross became convinced that Captain Tench was endeavoring
to obstruct rather than help in the work of building barracks.
Work was to be concentrated, it was decided, on the barracks
of one company first—that of Captain Shea. But, sawyers
working for Tench refused, they said on Tench’'s orders, to
allow some rafters to be taken from their job. Tench denied
giving such orders and Ross decided on a court-inartial of the
sawyers in order to find out whether Tench was telling the
truth. From the evidence given, the Court was able to acquit
the sawyers without casting any doubts on Captaln Tench’s
veracity. In a letter to Secretary Stephens, Major Ross Ie-
quested that Captain Tench be recalled.”

2. _COURTS MARTIAL.With such bickerings as these
evidencing that the Marine Corps was no happy family, it is not
to be wondered at that Phillip was forced to report to Lord Sydney
that “it is not in my power to restore that harmony which is s0
very requisite in our situation.”

On October 1, Major Ross reyuestea a General Court Martial
to try Quartermaster Furzer “for neglect of duty, contempt,
and disrespect to his commanding officer.” Accordingly, the
Governor issued a warrant summoning one. But the officers
refused to sit on a General Court Martial, on the ground that
they, as officers of the Marines, could only be commissioned
to do so by an Admiralty order. The Judge-Advocate, Collins,
agreed that they could not legally sit, but maintained that,
because of the distance from England and of the necessity of
their being the power fto summon a G.C.M. in New South Wales,
they should sit and apply for an indemnity for their action.
Then Phillip set up a court of inquiry. Again the officers
refused to act. They would have done so, they said, if a court
of inguiry had been set up before the commission summoning
a G.C.M. had been issued. But the practice was that a court

to Under-Secretary Nepean, written before they left England, requesting
some advancement for Campbell, Ross wrote: “You, my dear sir, have
1o iden, how much I am interested in this affair, nor how very severely
I shall feel myself mortified if something or other cannot be done for
him before we quit this country.”
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oi inquiry should precede a court-marti
ol -martial and, as
Of&;nléllln:lac;ogf;n summoned—although it couldn’t sitiaczz;tr;
= g not be. held! By trying to follow such reaso
mgz v:r;t ec0m.e as bewildered as Phillip was.”” These were tge
o wa; fryg]:m% :;;;lblsilslgh we:ie the conditions under which
‘ a. colony— i i '
famine was beginning to threaten eictiiggogh!ls* o = S
qit;;oﬁe;;; conflict between Phillip and Ross arose over the
gy successor to Captain Shea, who died on Febrvary
g : , in the vacant captain-lieutenancy. The Governor re-
:;aérsed‘ to Ross’t.hat., as First Lieutenant George Johnston was
rep!yt;?mr R?rst lieutenant, he should get the promotion. Without
Gonmsg,to gsﬁomfth;hzﬁ(gsggnggr and sent for Judge-Advocate
1e T e command of Captai i
‘(I:zlcrllgl;;a_issv é):atgogfd;tﬁgthh-at l}e gave up his app%int?ne?tr;ezss
arines! As Collins was alsc the Judge-
Advocate of the colony—a civil officer—the ;
was tantamount bo interfering in the civil SR
Governor saw it as such, for it was impos governrnent.. 8
car_ry out both duties. He protested to I?:;)rgn;;df:;; EEEQ?SHEO
Eiv:(li.govte:rnment uf this enlony may be very materially a.ﬂécteg
0¥r erx‘lr'ec ions of such a, nature.” However, Collins declined the
It becomes quite evident, as one reads the
Ma;qr Ross was determined to put every obstacle ilscfl:gs:m thai
Phillip’s carrying out the task set him. He encoura e-ds"yisl'(lJ
oﬂice_rs, for example, to refuse to sit on a Crimina{g C t?
The initiative was taken by his friend, Captain Cam bellour'
a trial of six marines chaiged with robbing the IstI; :
of _the witnesses, Mary Turner, a convict, was conside R0
guilty of perjury and ordered by the court to be detaingzd iyt
qrovost-marsha]. Later, however, the Judge-Advo kil
sidering there was not sufficient evidence, decided n iate, e
cute her. Campbell, hearing of this, professed to bo _to _prose-
and demanded by what authority the charge had b gpiniic -
The Judge-Advocate had told Campbell that if he e
to bring forward a charge and witnesses, Mary l;vas P
be brought to trial. This suggestion Campbell st :l el
sidered an insult, informed Collins that it “effect Pt
Captain Campbell from sitting as a member o;la.lly prog e
court that it may be necessary to assemble here o
you are a part” and complained to Ross. He toailleml:}{iI ‘fj&cn
e latter

* When the officers wanted a G.C.M. in the
be remembered they recollected nothing to p,é:ei"t’p“t‘ with Ross, it will

one from being held|
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that as he had always understood that it was not compulsory
for officers to sit on 2 Criminal Court he would in future
decline to dn sO.

When informed by Ross of Campbell’s decision, Phillip pointed
out that the latter was refusing to carry out “what was most un-
doubtedly a part of his duty” and «desired that he would think
seriously of the consequences.” Camphell remaining obstinate,
the Governor told ROss to replace him by the officer next
on the list. It was Now the Major’s cue. He “gaid that he
did not see how that could be done, as he pelieved that I
[Phillip] should find the officers in general of opinion that the
sitting of officers as members of the criminal court was not a
duty to which they were obliged to submit, but a service in
which they had volunteered it, and added that he knew of no
articles of war to compel them.”  Phillip said that he ‘“‘could
hardly believe that such an opinion was general” but agreed to
a court of inquiry to give an opinion on the Judge-Advocate’s
letter to Campbell that had been the cause of—or the excuse for
_the rumpus. The court of inquiry met and—refused to give
an opinion!

‘The adjutant was now, according to custom,* to give to the
Judge-Advocate the names of the officers next for duty on
the criminal court. But Major ROss refused to allow him to
furnish Collins with the names and asked that Phillip should
send for the names. This was done, the names were given
and amongst them was that of Campbell. He sat on the next
criminal court! Before it sat, however, Phillip had spoken
to some of the officers and pointed out to them that sitting
upon such a court was part of their duty. He read to them
the Act of Parliament and the Commission that established
the court. They all stated “that they had never doubted its
being a part of their duty.”

Immediately after this, however, Major Ross expressed his
opinion that the officers still thought sitting in eriminal courts

ST T e
+ On the manner of assembling criminal courts, Phillip has this to say:
«Those assembled on our first landing were composed of the senior officers
of the detachment and of the Navy, the first court being glven out in
general orders, after which a roster was kept for that service by the
adjutant of the detachment; and when it was necessary to assemble
a court the Judge-Advocate sent to the adjutant for the names of the
officers next for duty, whose names being inserted, and the precept
signed and sealed by me, is then shewn to the different officers who
are to compose the court, by the provost-martial, and which is always
is to meet, the pattalion orders

of the day pointing out officers of the detachment who are
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was nnt part of their duty. The matter was put to th % e -
e i 0 £ :
0SS w.as .asked to assemble the officers and put the qu tt‘: " insulted by B or n i e
s mdl\fidually. B i o s c«'ﬁgic::slontﬂ Governor, and (3) that there had been interference Withr his
the exception of Campbell, stated that they considered ;-mth & command. He wrote a letter to Phillip demanding an explana-
asI:n embers of a criminal court part of their duty itting 8 (ion, requesting “that you will please to explain to me the line of
then reached the Governor's ears that Major' Ross, &l "~ conduct which, as Lieutenant-Governor of this settlement, you

mgemng of officers on April 27, had characterised Phillipy wish me either to preserve or follow,” and stating that he would
action as oppressive. He therefore had the Judge-Ad illips = pursue such a line “at least till such time as a power superior
some of the officers together and ask thewn a s ge- VOCate' call to either of us shall determine the bounds of both, and redress
Was such a meeting held? Did Major R eries of questionsi 8 oyr grievances.” After giving a satisfactory explanation of the
“oppressive” about the Governor’s conduct? OSSD,uSB the incident, Phillip replied to the request by Ross for the line of
officers to join Captain Campbell in refusi ) _ld he ask the conduct he was to pursue that he only wished “that the peace of
of the court? The answers were. in tkl:smg to S,lt as o membel = tne settlement may not be disturbed and that you will be so
B S w50 tegnl Ingiire éou}d lfe mau&, in the gﬁ‘lrma- good as to be a little more guarded in your expressions.* s
conduct of the officer to whom, as the nr:.l'a et respecting the & Tpe time cannot be far distant when a legal inquiry can take
Rl Seniaindacet "o the dstarionmnt. T wa)eu eglant-Govemor % place, and all complaints will then be attended to. Till when
:1?11- stl_lpport,, and from whom the Sii’.uations Onfa tllllﬁznzolt;)n;o{:i . his Majesty’s service requires some little forbearance On your

e timi E 3 310
did notethcif.llll(e?t f};):opa;:- ”agéirg.:zé gi?; v_ery”diﬂ’e'rent nature, I patliE pode 0 r.mne*.* i s
officers tn be sent for 0;1 th;t B illip, “to d}rect. any more AbDut._the same time,** W] at may be reg_arded as Austra_has
R 8 whan s ol L jeet, unless Major Ross should first police force was established. It consisted of 12 convicts.
exa.mine({ Sabetiise (st cers .mformed I}im they had been For a number of months gardens had been robbed and poultry
as they left the Ju dge—Adv:é:it{ng' and_whmh they did as soon stolen n.early every night. Even t_,he stores had often been
B Sews: gut bo them, they d e; and being asked what questions broker into. 'The precarious position of the colony and the
B S mwentions and' theib;: ;fred t-o refer h1.m to the Governor threat of its annihilation py famine made these robberies tt}e
mentioned that business to meswetg":[b;t Major Ross has never more heinous, even though the same factors may help to gxplam
Best to 16t {6 vest in its presénsi;nst i ?;l\;’e therefore thought, it their commission. To put a stop to them Phillip deterr_mned to
Major Ross had taken refuge in ia ;' bl : appoint a “Watch™. The 12 assembled e\_rery evening and
the next opportunity to harasé i Ego‘f:‘élmous silence, to await patrolled the township all night. “No complalpt was ever made
he had failed to carry his point which s;“‘;r- In this instance i Tfhem,” says Phill:1p, and .“they were part.lcularly cautioned
less than the prevention of the carr rely aimed at nothing against having any dispute with a soldier or sailor, and were pro-
government * yimg on of the civil mised to be rewarded in future if they were honest and \ngllanti
It was n ; which they were, for they acted very properly on Severa
R R MEE DO had, or thought he hud) occasions \zhen they met with soldiers or sailors in the night,

another cause for complai i1li
. i = plaint. Phillip, before going on a visit and they prevented many robberies.” Regulationst governing
y given to Captain Collins orders about th
e

employment of a certain convict

received the order, working on the :ur}elzt :ri?jsg bfy e tiop

therefore, under the supervision of Major Ro fhe Cove BEE

found out that the convict had left his work an?lss' Tan R

on Colling’s orders, he furiously maintained (1) thgé?;nl-? e:f e
e had been

2 G s

# Ross had, for example, when a convict came to tell him that his time
had expired [the papers of many of the convicts had not been sent out!l,
exclaimed, “Would to God my time was expired, too!"

#+% August, 1789.

¢ The Regulations provided for authorisation to the Watch “to visit
such places as may be deemed necessary for the discovery of any_!elony.
trespass, or misdemeanor, and for the apprehending and securing for
examination any persomn or persons that may ap 1
therein, either by entrance into any suspected hut or dwelling, or by
other manner as may appear expedient”; for the division of the township
into four areas, each to be under the inspection of one person; tor the
prevention of trafficking by the convicts in their clothes or provisions; and,

T T e

e

* The Act of Parliament establishin
the colon:
was quite clear on the composition ofg the g et Giean
Crim ge III, 178
B o o e b AR 1,5
r with, slx offi P 8
sea or land”  (Records of N.8.W., vol, 1, pgeif 31 J;‘,“‘) Majesty's rﬁ?ﬁéﬁ";‘;
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this pioneer police force
Governor, Major Ross,
of the Judge-Advocate.

One night a soldier was arrested, lod
many others before him had been, and next morning handg
over to his officer. On this particular morning, Major Rm;
sent the adjutant to the Judge-Advocate, Captain Collins, wity
this message: “That he considered a soldier being stopped, whe
not committing an unlawful* act, as an insult offered to i
corps, and that they would not suffer themselves to be treatedi
that manner, or be controuled by the convicts, while they ha
bayonets in their hands.”
but not of his threat,** Phillip sent for him and tried to shoy
him the necessity for the wate
partly because of the continu
Ross admitted. But the only
get from him was “that it was a
soldiers had been put “
Phillip had to give in.
wrote, “but to withdraw the order respecti
consequently leave them at liberty to be about the gardens
the stores at all hours of the night, or run the ri
between the soldiers and the watch; and it was
posed that soldiers would quietly suffer the
stopped by a conviet watchman, after such de
their commandant, and which were known.” Accordingly the
order in dispute was withdrawn. Instructions were given that
in future no soldier was to be stopped “unless he is found in
a riot, or committing any unlawful act.” Byt Phillip pointed
out to the Home Office that the position wag becoming intoler-

able and urged the sending out of an additiona] force and “the
necessity of some change being made.”

3~MARTIAL LAW.—The opportunit
for Phillip to rid himself of Ross, at lea

were approved by the Lieutengy.
The “Watch” wa

clarations from

Y came ip March, 1790,
st for a time, Lieutenant

besides other matters, for the lodging in the nearest,
soldier or seaman found stragling after the taptog
be found in the convicts’ huts,”

* Major Ross did not wait to consider whether of ¥
regulations approved by himself was an unlawful oy N0t the breaking of

“* “Here I must beg leave,” reported Phillip to Lor X .
last sentence, respecting the bayonets, was d Bydney, “that the

never m
ptter this business was settled, for if it had 1 should noy peicd to me il
to have withdrawn the order, which directed the nigh een induced

soldier, by so pointed a menace, for T should not hav:—wa‘bch
tend to the good of his Majesty’s service,”

Buard-house of “any
has beat, qp who may

sto
thoughy ¢ ccﬁua .

5 placed under the ooty

ged in a guard-houss a;,,

Informed of Major Ross’s annoyaig

h—that necessity being pressing
ed robberies by soldiers, whid

g : hi
reply that the Governor coull the island on February 29. Lieutenant King reported that the

n insult to the corps” and thal™ island was closely wooded, ;ha:.pl;l;; ic;u“v:::r“a rich black mould
under the eommand of the convicts! and that there was a good st L &
“No othe: alternativde was left ILIZ,I” he% Phillip came to the conclusion that the island would be “a very
ng the soldiers, ang
and’
sk of disputes
not to be sup-
mselves to he
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King was recalled from Norfolk Island and Ross was sent there
in his place. -3

Norfolk Island had been specifically mentioned 131 Phillip’s
original “Instructions.” “Norfolk Island being 1'epre,—‘
sented as a spot which may hereafter become_ usefulz you .are,
he was ordered, “as soon as circumstances will admit of it, to
send a small establishment thither to secure the same to us, ana
prevent it being occupied by the subjects of any ot:hclr Europgan
power.” Phillip lost no time in carrying out this 111.struct1_on‘
On February 14, 1788, that is within three ‘va_-*eeks-of his ]‘an.dmg
at Sydney Cove, he sent Lieutenant Philip Gidley Km.g,_of
H.M.S. “Sirius,” to Norfolk Island, with a smgll party consisting
of “a petty officer, surgeon’s mate, twp mml‘mes, two men who
understood the cultivation of flax, with nine men and seven

. women convicts.” They went on the “Supply” and arrived at

From the report,

valuable acquisition”, able to supply masts and yards 'fortShIE:-ff
On the way out a small island had been seen and Lieutena

' Ball, commanding the “Supply” examined it on the way back

to Sydney. He called it Lord Howe Island, after the First Lord
of the Admiralty. ;

By Phillip, King had been appointed “Supermtendant*me;réc;
Commandant of Norfolk Island, and of the sgtt!ement to.:'); i
thereon,” and instructed to cultivate the sml',' ﬁr_u_l ov.tﬂll isla,pnd
bilities and study its climate. The “Supply vmtegﬁ) _gﬁnging
again in the following July and returned (Augusdtl B oo
back a report from the Commandaniﬁ. The- lani 1geglter8d =
it S o i oii:ggeiilzs :;hléanivesterly wimi
but one where the landing W?.S : i B

s blowing. The soil was rich and the grain sown w : .
Xl?(uriouslng Everybody was well hm.ise_d, ﬂaxp f_zi;w ;z;o ;z:sd
quantities and the live stock was flourishing. oltall)ger i
to send out another detachment** arfd, on t.]c"a mid'ship-
“Golden Grove” sailed thither, with prowslo;x.sﬂaz MicRisi |
man, two seamen, a sergeant, a corporal and fiv s

King's
* He was later appointed Liigg%nnnt-covernor of the Island by b
28, ; W
mmﬂm:x%h%aﬁia%ﬁmﬁ? Norfolk Island had exciti?% ai)nttt;:::t‘ ”%x:mm
where a proposal was made to I..otx;d v?gg::{h(eui:yh’nd ol Pl o e -
e et ., 141,
t?g 'filh&gif- ;h;f: 12¥eve:."5-rqnpecords of N.8.W., vol. 1, pt. 2, P
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21 men and 11 women convicts.” ™ This
brought back good news about the prospect
the settlement at Norfolk Island.

As a result of such favorable reports, Grenville, who succeedef
Lord Sydney, was of the opinion* that Norfolk Island, and i
Port Jackson, should have been the principal settlemem%}:;
Phillip, however, pointed out that there was no harbor at Norfoly
Island—a fact, he said, which prevented its being made th
principal settlement, at least until it became self-supporting®

As we have seen, ** Phillip sent several hundred people, in
March, 1790, to Norfolk Island in order to husband the supplies
in Sydney. It was with these that Major Ross went to take
over the command from Lieutenant King whom Phillip intendeﬂgt
sending to England to report on conditions in the new settle-
ments. Phillip had a very high opinion of King. He was ai
officer of merit,* a very steady, good officer,” one “who ha
fully merited everything I can say in his favor,” ® and of ‘‘gre
merit in his perseverance and good conduct while he command
at Norfolk Island.” >
of recommending him for promotion.

Ross in his new demesne was monarch of all he surveyed. We
have seen that the “Sirius” was wrecked.t Although most of the
stores on it were landed, he considered the disaster a sufficient
excuse to act the strong man. “Immediately on the ship’s strik-
ing,” he reported to Phillip, “I judged it necessary to issue an
order forbiding all the inhabitants on the settlement from killing
any stock of their own, or plundering any article of stock or
provisim_as belonging to the public or to others, under pain of
immediate death by hanging.” The panic that appears to have
seized the gallant major is more strikingly evidenced by King's
account: “The instant the ship struck, Lieutenant-Governor
Ross ordered the drums to assemble all the marines and conviets;
martial law was then proclaimed, and the beople were told that
if anyone killed any animal or fowl, or committed any robbery
whatever, they would be instantly made a Severe example of.” ®
Thus did Ross give Phillip an example of how to deg) w g
and those who disobeyed orders

or encouraged ot th robbers§
€d others t
orders, as Ross himself had done in Sydney, And o SRS

he
any and all difficulties of holding a Court Martialggﬁ 2;2;;2d
up a Criminal Court—hy declaring martial law! s on NOIE

ship returning aly
s for the success gf

* Expressed in his first dispatch to Phillip, June
the way, was also the first dispateh from England!

** Bee above, pp, 186-7.

+ Bee above, Chap. III,

26, 1789, which, by

" This was his way of proclaiming martial law:

. were drawn up in two lines, leaving a spac
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Ik Island Courts Martial could be held which would try not only
¢ bers of the marines but anybody else as well. He was not,
1’1?181’11 deterred from declaring martial law by any belief that he
e t justified. He was no longer standing by the strict letter
g EG IJaW In fact, he was doubtful whether he had the
o tktl iity t;ut he felt he could “trust to His Majesty and the
al{'m:h p’arliament for such indemnification as the case may
Ijelt;uire.” Just as the Judge-Advocate had told him to do in

1

Sy;:}l::'called together the officers who were on the‘ismf?ﬁ—
d marine. They were to compose his council. _ _ey
nag;aénai\]darch 20 and passed a series of resolutionsAptroclalr?;g.
- i i i s martial;
i w; establishing authority for general cour .
ﬁﬁiﬁniering all provisions. and l.ive stock, exc;pt rgz;x;gg:
making marauding or plundering capital offt_ancles.ﬁem}; o
tion issued a week later made it also a c:a\'pita”tﬁe e
in one’s possession after “12 o’clock at noon” on Fl

any article saved from the wreck. Having received a

i it
" Ross, Phillip agreed to the continuance of martial law, and

5 . 5 t.2
The Governor never lost an opportunitj continued until the beginning of Augus

i i i in a most dramatic manner.
Ross believed in having things done ir .

were assembled near
hoisted; the marines
e in the centre, at

achment
the head of which was the Union. The colors of the :ﬁn e
were then unfurled, and the “Sirius’s’ crew fvficers being in the
the right, and the convicts on the left, the Dd gt i
centre, The proclamation was thte'nl Egivd,un:i(; e e
i be governed by martia J nd Bfter
'lrsi'ibng.i::iaﬁ:n?nt-c%gvernor next addressed the cy‘:m:ﬁff;r?ed - i
ointing out the situation of the selttlement,_ T)eing s
5 be honest, industrious, and obedient. TS peginning with
t?le whole ga.'ve three cheers; and every Pefsct’;:;io n flag, taking
the Lieutenant-Governor, p35§ed_untii:;l‘()‘3t an oath to submit
hats as they passed it, in are
E;T tmm;martial law, which had then been delcla;-;z necessity for
Apart from the fact that there was reax}-yh-handed way in
maﬂia} lasy Meloe Biss 40184 initaa.;;::.rs 11:.glwt King was still
i i i . In the first place, that, when
lcﬁf:g]:;%gmﬁ of the island, for the latter tells us

“to continue
Ross arrived on the island, he requested King

he Governor
the command until my departure.” Eecomil;:;;é t:;r:llyl ;15' o
could institute martial law. In a similar case,

i the island
in the morning, all persqns on _
the lower flagstaff, on which the Union was
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Macquarie disallowed a declaration of martial law by hi
Lieutenant-Governor in Van Diemen’s Land—and rightly, salg
Commissioner Bigge.”

With Ross away off in Norfolk Island, Phillip was still not free
from clashes with him. We find him having to reply to com-
plaints by Ross that his marines on the island were not receiving
the spirits, shoes and blankets that were being issued to the
marines in Sydney. Ross remained at Norfolk Island until
King’s return in November, 1791. He then left for Sydney arriv-
ing there on December 5. He left Sydney on December 13 for
England, together with the marines of his detachment, which
had been relieved by the New South Wales Corps.

4. THE NEW SOUTH WALES CORPS.—On May 20, 1789, the
Lords of the Treasury were informed by Sir George Yonge
Secretary of State for War, that it had been decided to raise a
special corps of infantry to replace the marines in New South
Wales and were requested to place the new Corps on the estab-
lishment. It was to consist of “four companies, each of one
captain, one lieutenant, one ensign, three sergeants, three cor-
porals, two drummers, and 67 private men, with the usual stafl
officers: to be commanded by a major having a company.” The
estimated annual cost of the Corps was £6054/13/-2. It was also
decided that the major commanding and the three captains
should raise their respective companies and receive “for each
approved recruit the sum of three guineas.”’* No recruit was to
be under 5 feet 4% inches in height, nor under 16 nor above 30.

Major Grose was appointed in June to the command of the
Corps. He was given power to nominate the subalterns, the
adjutant, the chaplain, and the quartermaster. The Corps' was
ready within three months. Major Grose endeavored to make of
the Corps and his appointment to it an opportunity for promo-
tion. “Should I be promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel,”
he wrote to Sir George Yonge, when it was proposed to rais’e
two additional companies, “I will, without expense to the govern-
ment, raise both the companies, reserving to myself the nomina-
tion of the captain and subaltern officers. Should it be thou htJ
expedient to add only a major to the corps without permitt.:: &
to succeed to any additional rank, I will raise the comparlu - r(r)le-
conditions of receiving the levy money, nominating the - 1n
and subaltern officers, and receiving from the captain g eaptaﬁ
to a majority, five hundred pounds.” This modest pmpgs:lin;ea .
Tejecbed. But the Corps was, from time to time, increased—

# To provide bounties. The difference between what g

got for and the three guineas went into the pockets of mer::g,“uhecnuld be
T,

should be.

the first officer of my rank who

Hill, of the Corps,
the conditions under which the convicts lived on
letter sent from Sydney to :

which he asks to be brought to the attention of William Wilberforce.
left the Cape the 29th
the 26th of June.
prance of this miserable part of our voyage—miserable,
itself, as rendered so by
of two of the masters.
from her make am;.u:im. O &t in the waters
most trifling gale she was lost In " re consider-
most $FiAing Gule Me e unbappy wretohish tAR QGUAR: ¥X
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once by men from the marines who had remained in Sydney
when Major ROSS's detachment returned to England. At its
maximum strength, it consisted of ten companies.

The Corps was ready to embark for Sydney in December,
1789. About a hundred were placed on board the transports of
the Second Fleet and the remainder embarked on H.M.S.
“Gorgon.” In the same despateh in which Grenville acquainted
Phillip of their proposed early departure, the latter was instructed
to endeavor to enlist a company for the Corps from the ranks
of the marines, whose detachment was to be relieved and who
might be willing to remain in Sydyney.* The “Gorgon” sailed
from England on March 15, 1791. Major Grose, however, did
not sail on it. On June 19, 1790, an order had been issued with-
drawing from the “Gorgon” a “detachment equal to two com-
panies of the Corps.” These were to “assist in the duties at
Portsmouth until the arrival of the 20th Regiment.” Major
Grose remained behind with them.** According to a return
made in January, 1791, 115 officers and men of the Corps had
sailed on the “Scarborough,” “Neptune” and “Surprize,”{ 25 were
on the “Gorgon” and the remainder, 162, were at Forton Barracks.
Grose did not leave England till July, 1791, when he sailed on
the “Pitt,” arriving in Sydney in February, 1792.

# A company was formed by Phillip, early in 1792, and placed under the
command of Captain-Lieutenant George Johnston. Johnston later became
Major of the Corps, and it was he who placed Governor Bligh under arrest
in 1808. He was courtmartialed and cashiered. !

s To his own great satisfaction, evidently,

make about his accomodation on the “Gorgon.” “As every,comf?‘rtable
situation in the ship,” he wrote to Secretary Nepean (17.11.90), seems
to be occupied by the naval officers, who profess a positive resolution
of messing by themselves, I hope your interference will cause the matter
to be so regulated that if we are to live by 0urse1ve§ an Ellglb].e_plﬁ.ﬂeh[fg:
our mess may be allotted. I have myself and a wife and fMIi!L'h Wrwise
comforts may probably cause me to be more anxious than I O e':i
If, however, we cannot be better accomodated I shall endea-
although I believe I may say, that I am
sailed with so few comforts.”

Captain

Sydney towards the end of June, 1790. To
i b . we owe a description of
who sailed on the Surprize, we NA-3 A
a description of the vos‘:%gg
this beautiful harbour
over the remem-
not so much in
ulation

for he had complaints to

vour to make myself satisfied,

i They arrived in

a friend, he gives

of April, and anchored in

Would I could draw an eternal

';:'ttlf ‘t?n?:n,i was on board
e bar

at a distance; if it
to be sent so gre & Shich sh




192 OFFICERS AND GENTLEMEN

Death took its toll of the members of the N.S'W. Corps why
were on the “Pitt.” “A most malignant epidemical fever, which
spread so rapidly among the sailors and soldiers, and in a degre
so alarming, that for some time we were almost afraid to approach
each other,” was, reported by the captain of the ship, “Manning”
from Rio, the cause of 47 deaths between England and that port*
And Phillip had to report** that no medicines or other neces
saries had been despatched with the Corps.

In February, 1792, the “Pitt” arrived in Sydney, 120 of the male
convicts on board being sick. A return made on March 26 gives
the strength of the Corps, exclusive of officers, as 278—154 being
stationed in Sydney, 67 at Norfolk Island and the rest at Parra-
matta. The officers of the Corps, most of whom have, for good
or for ill or for neither, left their names in Australian history
were, at that time, Francis Grose, Major-Commandant; Nicholas
Nepean, William Hill, william Paterson and Joseph Foveauz
captains; John MecArthur, John Townson, Edward Abbat,
william Beckwith and John Thomas Prentice, lieutenants
Thomas Rowley, Lieutenant and adjutant; William Cummings

ably above their waists in water, and the men of my company, whose berths
were not so far forward, were nearly up to the middles. In this situation
they were obliged, for the safety of the ship, to be penned down, but when
the gales abated no means were used to purify the air by fumigations, no
vinegar was applied to rectify the nauseous steams issuing from their
miserable dungeon. Humanity shudders to think that of 900 male convicl
embarked in this fleet, 370 are already dead, and 450 are landed sick and
so emaciated and helpless that very few, if any, of them can be saved by
care or medicine. . . . . The irons used upon these unhappy wretches were
parbarous. The contractors had been in the Guinea trade (that is the
slave trade), and had put on board the same shackles used by them in that
trade, which are made with a short bolt, instead of chains that drop be-
tween the legs and fasten with a pbandage about the waist, like those at the

bolts were not more than three-quarters of a foob

than an fnch or two at most; thus fettered, it was impossible for them t0
move but at the risk of both their legs being broken. Inactivity at sea is
a sure bane, as it invites the scurvy equal to, if not more than, salt pro-
visions: to this they were consigned, as well as a miserable pittance of
provisions, although the allowance by Government is ample; even when
attacked by disease their situations were not altered, neither ﬁa,d they any
comforts administered, The slave trade is merciful compared with what
I have seen in this fleet; in that it is the interests of the masters to pre-
serve the healths and lives of their captains; ... . in this, the more {| i
wan withhold from the unhappy wretches the more provisions they have
to dispose of at a foreign market, and the earlier in the voyage they dle
the longer they can draw the deceased’s allowance to themselves
feelings never have been so wounded as in this voyage, so much so, tha
I never shall recover my accustomed vivacity and spirifs,”—Histl, Recor
of N.8.W., vol. 1, pt. 2, PP. :mﬁ-z':l}:‘.ie 3 ’ .
* Beven Seamen, rteen soldiers, five soldiers
children, fifteen convicts, two conviets' children, wives, five soldh
#» On December 14, 1791,
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John Clepham, John Piper and Neil McKellar, ensigns; James
Bain, chaplain; Thomas Laycock, quartermaster, John Harris,
surgeon; and Edward Laing, surgeon’s mate. These were the
men who were soon; to set up for themselves a trading monoply
and to gain for the Corps, of which they were the shining lights,
the designation of “The Rum Corps.”*

Grose was not long in the colony before he showed that he
was to be a hindrance instead of a help to Phillip. With the
colony living under almost famine conditions, Grose complained
to Phillip of the unwholesomeness of the rations issued and
asked for permission to charter the “Britannia”, then in port,
to go to Brazil or the Cape of Good Hope to buy supplies for the
Corps and—especially—for its officers. This, Phillip replied, he
could not do. The movements of the ship did not depend upon
him but on the East India Company. What was asked was in
effect to commandeer the “Britannia” or, rather, to allow Grose
to do so, in order that it should be used entirely for the benefit
of the officers of the N.S.W. Corps. “I see it daily at my own
table,” was Phillip’s dignified rejoinder to Grose’s complaint
about the unwholesomeness of the rations, and “I cannot
acquiesce with you in thinking that the ration served from the
public stores is unwholesome; I am sorry to see that it
is neither so good nor in that quantity as I would wish it; and
every means in my power has [been], and will be, taken tO
remedy the evil. It is, I believe, nearly as good as what
is issued to the army and navy in India, and I think that there
can be little doubt but that an ample supply of provisions from
Europe will arrive before the “Britannia” can return to this
port.”

With this Grose was not satisfied. What hurt him more than
the paucity and «ynwholesomeness” of the rations was the fact
that Phillip had placed everybody in the colony—officer and
gentleman, convict and man—upon an equal footing. He wrote
to England, begging “interference in behalf of the officers a.rlld
soldiers. who are doing duty at this place.” He was, he said,
“unwilling, as I always shall be, to complain.” But a right to
complain he thought he had for «now whenever it happens that
a short allowance is issued to the felons the soldiers’ ration is
also reduced, and that without the smallest difference or dis-

# A few marines still remained in gydney on duty. In October, 1782,
consisted of Lieutenants Poulden, Davey and Timins, three mﬂtﬁ
16 privates.
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tinction—the captain of a company, and the convict transporteg
for life, divide and share and share alike whatever is serveq”
He could not “imagine it was intended we should so equally par-
take of whatever miseries assail the colony.” Thus spoke g
gallant eighteenth century English gentleman.* He evidently
felt that men had been hanged for less than what Phillip was
then doing. Grose also complained that while land grants were
being made to convicts, none had been made to officers. Officers
up till then had been allowed to cultivate blocks of land only
on sufferance and no grants had been made to them.”

The very structure of the settlement in New South Wales
favored militarism and fostered the emergence of a dictatorship
by the military caste. The officers, firstly of the Marines and
then of the N.S.W. Corps, controlled the force which formed the
basis of the dominance of the regime. The early Sydney society
could not provide an alternative force to that of the soldiers, as
we have seen Phillip find out. The Governor had to depend on
the military force, but had little control over it. The chief check
upon the arrogance of the officers was their own anticipation of
what direction the arbitration of the home authorities would
fake in any dispute between them and the Governor. And Eng-
land was many thousands of miles away. Moreover, the military
officers formed the dominant social class of the young com-
munity, and, as time went on and the free bopulation grew,
became more and more exclusive. It formed the basis of the
later “Exclusives.” Into its hands, too, was concentrated most
of the wealth of the colony. And, by its control of the judicial
system and the law courts, it was able, in another
tain its dominance.

The colony as established in 1788 was intended by
government to be nothing more than g
huge prison—in which the civil rights en
at home were to be denied. There was tg
for convict, marine, or free man.
free people increased, as the result
sentences of convicts and of free immi
was not modified. Trial by jury w

way, to main-

the British
benal settlement—a
joyed by Englishmen
be no trial by jury—
Even when the number of
of pardons ang expiry of
gration, the system of trial
as not granted untiy 1829,

* The contrasting attitude of Phillip is il
“The Governor, from a motive that dld%‘dm :rhﬁf:ﬁﬁdhggo Captain Collins:
hundred-weight of flour, which was his Excellency’s Privags Sove Up three
claring that he wished not to see anything more at g € Droperty, de-
ration which was received in common from the public st table than the
distinction of persons; and to this resolution he rigldly coo Without any
that, if a convict complained, he might see that Want Vs aered, wishing
at Government House.” Was not unfelt even

MILITARY JUSTICE 195

in ecivil causes, and 1833, in criminal cases, and even then it was
optional, not becoming obligatory until 1847. The first Chief
Justice began his sittings in 1824. Before that time the chief
judicial officer was the Judge-Advocate, a military title, and the
court before which accused persons were tried was the Criminal
Court consisting of the Judge-Advocate and six military officers.*
“The bare appearance of this tribunal,” wrote W. C. Wentworth
in 1819, “has long been odious and revolting to the majority of
the colonists. It is disgusting to an Englishman to see a culprit,
however heinous may be his offence, arraigned before a Court clad
in full military costume; nor can it indeed be readily conceived
that a body of men, whose principles and habits must have been
materially influenced, if not entirely formed, by a code
altogether foreign to the laws of this country,** should be able
on such occasions to divest themselves of the soldier and to
judge as the citizen.”

The Judge-Advocate in that Court combined in his activities
“the duties of a magistrate (who commits the prisoner upon
investigations conducted by himself), of prosecutor, of juryman
and of judge.”i In such a court the rules of procedure and of
evidence could not be adhered to and much of the discussion of
the case was carried on, between the Judge-Advocate and the
officers who composed the court, in secret, when they had
“retired to an adjoining room,” before the case was completed.
It was only in 1820 after Commissioner Bigge had drawn atten-
tion to the undesirableness of this practice that they r.efrained
from retiring until they were ready to consider the verdict. tI‘o
nearly all intents and purposes the colony was under martial
law and the Criminal Court was barely more than a cotfrt
martial. It was, however, a little more than a court martial
and attempts were made, as we shall see, to malj:e it stand for
something more than the wishes of a military ‘chqu?. :

Both free and convict were under the jun?dif:tmn of this
court. Holt, the Irish rebel,f has left a description of how it
dealt with him. The convicts were terrified of it. Severa-l of
them committed suicide rather than face it and E:thers fled into
the bush. In April, 1788, an elderly woman con‘m‘ct was accu._sed
of stealing a flat-iron. She tried to commit suicide by hanfmg
herself to the ridge-pole of her tent so that she would nc-t“ ave
to face the court but, says Collins who tells the story, she “was,

+ A “Supreme Court of Civil Judicature” was set up in 1814.
+* Wentworth was then in England.

+ Commissioner Bigge's report.

: See next chapter.
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fortunately, discovered and cut down before it was too late”|
Before it was too late, that is, for the court to wreak its Vengeance,

We have already referred to the case of Mary Turner and the
controversy it excited between Collins and Campbell and Ross,
In the letter that Collins wrote to Campbell he stated that he
was not going to prosecute the woman as he did not think there
was sufficient evidence but he was quite willing to bring her
fo trial if Campbell thought differently! And, in a later letter
to the Governor, he stated that, as Campbell thought she ought
to be brought to trial he proposed to bring her before the court
the following week and “try her on a charge of wilful and
corrupt perjury.” In such way was “justice” administered in
Sydney in 1788.

A government that did not exert itself very much to provide
food and clothing for the colonists it sent out could not be
expected to concern itself about their spiritual or mental needs.
Culture was to form no part of the make-up of reformed poachers.
Some “literature” was sent out for the improvement of their
minds—such masterpieces as “Exercises Against Lying,” “Caution
to Swearers,” “Exhortations to Chastity,” “Dissuasions from
Stealing,” “Religion Made Easy,” and so on.*

No teachers of any kind were sent out with the First Fleert.
That could be expected of an age and of a country which refused
to educate its children at home, where, out of every 20 hanged,
18 were under the age of 21, and where no place could be found
for the numerous “friendless and deserted children who were
at present picked up at the age of 8 years and regularly
educated to the trade of villany.”* That could be understood.
But it was only at the last moment that g clergyman was
allotted to the Fleet—the Rev. Richard Johnson—“gne of the
people called ‘Methodists.’ ”** Two Ro

dred Catholics amongst the convicts—were refused permission

Nor was the neglect of religion in the settlement due wholl
to the lack of interest of the authorities + 1t was difficult tg
’: See next cl;)_)ter.
* This is how he was described b j
tember 4, 1793, Ayt i
f “When the First Fleet was on the pointin, i
x clergyman had been E.hought of” and it wags Oogls; 1‘1;30 t
V. Samuel Marsden, “a pious man of some influence 0 8 friend of the
spiritual welfare of the convicts” He “made a stronp 4) e 8L
Poriony upon the subject, and through the interef 2PPCAl to those in
Porteus with Sir Joseph Banks, the Rey, Richard Jg of ine late Bishop

chaplain.”—Burton: State of Reli 1) On was appoi
quoted in Barton, p, 54, glon and Education N.s.w.m:la%ef

Dispatch dated Sep-

g, in the year 1787,
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obtain a clergyman with missionary zeal enough to hazard the
perils of a long sea voyage and the discomforts of a new com-
munity. The Rev. John Crowther had embarked on the “Guar-
dian” to come out here as assistant chaplain. He had been
one of those who left the ship affer she struck the iceberg and
was picked up by the French.* Crowther did not have the stamina
to continue on his way, but, having arrived safely at the Cape,
determined to tempt providence no further and returned home.
The Rev. John Newton, of Olney, seemed to think that any man
who would go to New South Wales would have to have some
madness in him. He wrote to the Rev. R. Johnson, chaplain in
Sydney, of Crowther: “He is an upright good man, but does not
seem to possess that firmness of spirit which in my view, is
essential to a missionary, and without which no man in his senses
and with his eyes open would venture on a voyage to Botany
Bay.” Mr. Crowther, he says in another letter, preferred “to
stay with us and sleep in a whole skin,” being “without that
apostolic spirit and peculiar call which the Lord alone can give.”
The Lord was by no means prodigal of such gifts in those days.
Not only the Rev. Newton, but also William Wilberforce and tpe
Archbishop of Canterbury were seeking men to whom the possi-
bility of not sleepirg in a whole skin might appeal—but, as was
to be expected in an age of reason, they found none who was
not “in his senses” or who failed to keep “his eyes open.” At a
time when it was a common practice for clergymen to live away
from their “livings,” it could not be expected that one would
accept a “living” at Botany Bay and then live there! ;

It was not till March, 1794, that an assistant chaplain arrived
in Sydney in the person of the Rev. Samuel Marsden, who was
to prove that, if he hadn’t had his eyes open in England, he W":‘f
to keep them open to his great advantage in New South Wales.

Before he left England, Phillip had ideas about land grants
that were directly opposed to those of the governrqent.. He wanted
the “foundations of an Empire” laid, not by convicts, but by free
men from whom he thought the convicts “should ever remain
separated . . . even after the seven or fourteen years for W:iﬂ"h
they are transported may be expired.”f But his instructions
authorised him to give grants of land only to emancipated con-
victs.t It is evident that it was w;th convicts and with eman-

* BSee above, p. 139.
#** There wae,p however, a ﬂha.):ﬂ.nir.:l I;? tg:e ;Jo;pal.sllilln.
1 Historical Records of N.S.W., vol. I, pt. &, P. e ol
single man could receive 30 acres, a marr i acres
101:&‘::%5 tgr each child. Twelve months' provisions and tools, seed and

stock were to go with eacl; grant, ;
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cipated convicts that the government purposed colonising New
South Wales. It was later constrained to modify its first plans.
It was desirable that as many as possible of the marines he
induced to remain in the colony when their term of enlistment*
was finished. Moreover, Phillip had stressed in his despatches
the necessity of sending out free settlers and his opinion that the
quickest and most efficient way to cultivate the land and make
the colony self supporting was to allot convicts to free settlers.

In June, 1790, he received additional instructions which em-

powered him to give land to the marines who elected to remain
in New South Wales: 150 acres and 130 acres respectively to a
married and single non-commissioned officer, together with 10
acres for each child, and 100 and 80 acres respectively to a mar-
ried and a single private, also together with ten acres for each
child. Tools, seeds, clothes and twelve months’ provisions were
to accompany each grant. Each such settler was to be allowed
convicts to the number that “you may judge sufficient.”** No
inducement that subjected the public to any expense was to be
held out to free immigrants or settlers. They could receive land
up to 150 acres each and the services of convicts, but no provi-
sions, seeds, tools or clothing.

Phillip’s opinions, based on his experiences, were generally
ignored in London. In letter after letter he insisted that a
few free settlers “would do more for the colony than five hundred
settlers from soldiers or convicts.” But he was merely the gov-
ernor of a penal colony, and “penal colonies were regarded as
mere conveniences for the excution of justice at Home, and
excited no farther interest in the minds of statesmen.”t There
is evidence that the administration of the colony’s affairs at the
London end was completely under the control of minor officials in
the department. As for the Secretary of State who succeeded Lord
Sy_dney, Grenville, later Lord Grenville, “neither in his voluminous
miscellaneous correspondence nor in his parliamentary utter-
ances can any allusion to the colony be found.”t

Phillip for no i
instrmgons?niisehz%ulgu flfrr?idskkller;rgf:s(i:ggs 1}1(:] - lemer.Of tin

0 the marines to

* Three years,

** Those marines who enlisted in the N.8w,
bounties of £3 each, and double the amount of 1agg“{ft ‘tvl?;e to receive
years' service, end of five

i Merivale: Colonization and Colonies, quoted by B:
word appears in the first dispateh to Phillip from ym]gl;gg:"n,mp. 117 —No
there was any appreciation either of the tremendous task thshow that
had undertaken or of the possibilities that lay before the Y at Phillip

i Britton, p. 116.—See note on same page relating ayn 1?13i0010ny_
clerk’s having a colonial Governor recalled! cident of a
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whom he granted land for longer than twelve months, and he
had some of their land cleared for them and huts built for them.
The Home Government was pleased to agree to the deviations.
By the instructions, Phillip was obliged to make a grant to the
emancipated convict, but it was left to his discretion whether
he should furnish land and assistance to the convict whose term
of transportation had expired. There seems to be no explana-
tion for this result of the aberration of the official mind! If
there were any possibility that the free convict would return to
England he was to be offered land in order to induce him to
remain.

Officers were not included amongst those to whom land could
be granted. Both the officers of the Marines and those of the
Corps felt this a hardship. In the latter were officers, like John
Macarthur, who had joined it solely with the object of obtaining
free land., Macarthur brought his wife with him and she wrote
to her mother before she left England that they had a ‘“very
reasonable expectation of reaping the most material advantages”
from the new colony. There were many complaints from the
officers when their “reasonable expectations” were not realised.
After the receipt of Phillip’s representations on the officers’
behalf, the government agreed™ to allow grants to officers, pro-
vided the land given was such “as would be suitable for a bona-
fide settler,” if the officer sold it. No limit was placed on the
amount of land that could be given to an officer, and there vlvas
nothing to prevent the land from being sold soon after possession
of it was taken. Some to whom land and stock were given sold
them almost immediately to obtain their fares to England, and
some ex-convicts and ex-soldiers were later selling their land for
rum! :

What seems the result of another vagary of the ofﬂcia.ll mind
was that, while in his Additional Instructions,** Phillip was
allowed to make no grants exceeding 150 acres, the table of fees
to be paid by grantees laid down charges for grants up to 20,000
acres. Phillip was not to grant more than 150 acres to one ?er’srv'o;:,
and yet was to charge £3/2/6 for a grant of 20,000 acres! e

explanation of this contradiction may be that the government

was entertaining proposals for settlement on a big scale. Several

schemes for settlement were peing put forward.t One, supported

It did not arrive

isation, however, never reached Phillip.
intsTgEe;u:ﬂ?rJanuary 16, 1793, when Grose was Lieutenant-Governor.
t man had already taken the responsibility of issuing grants

gugér‘:z:&ge b!;tfl:re the authorisation of them had reached Sydney!

June, 1790.
:-I-I;!:setgﬂ::? i%gcords of N.8.W., vol I, pt, 2, p. 424.
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by Sir Joseph Banks in 1790, provided for the settlement
of families upon an estate to be granted to the proposer. Anothey
was a scheme by John Sutton, made in 1791,* for the settlement
of Quaker families—a scheme that was not carried out because
of delays and the unfavorable reports from here. In 1792, there
were proposals for settlement by capitalists on areas of 10,000
or 20,000 acres.**

Phillip had also to attempt to make a success of the settlement
at the same time as many of the officers were sending an aval-
anche of letters to England prophesying disaster and failure
They made co-operation—their own and that of others—with the
few who had confidence in it impossible by their assumption
that the settlement would fail, and fail soon. Some of these
letters were published in the English papers. “Having now given
you,” said one “very intelligent officer at Botany Bay,’t “a sketch
of this country and its productions, I leave you to form your own
opinion of it. I shall only venture to say it will never answer
the intentions of government, and I make no doubt but we shall
be recalled, which I sincerely wish. . . . I believe this country
to be the outcast of God’s works.” The language sounds like
that of Major Ross.1

The frequent expeditions that Phillip made were responsible
for the development of ailments that decided—or helped to decide
—him to return to England. He had not spared himself and had
shared, even with the convicts, the privations that attended the
founding of the settlement. He intermittently suffered from a
complaint brought on by sleeping on wet ground during his
Broken Bay expedition and from the effects of a “fall into a
hollow place in the ground, concealed by the long grass.” It was
while he thus suffered, so that his trips around to examine the
country were “not parties of pleasure, but Parties in which noth-
ing but a sense of duty and necessity would make me engage,”

that Major Ross accused him of absenting himself from head’—
quarters on “pleasure parties.” His ill-health wag the reason given

for his desire to be relieved of the government, “at least f

time” and to be permitted to returp to El’lg]alild B tin el

probably more than il-health that made him oo, Car s

Phillip had conscientiously and wit esire relief.

h unsparing energy carried |

* Historical Records, vol. I, pt. 2, pp. 580-5
*# do., pp. 6501, 626-27. E
1 According to the “Morning Post and #
lished his letter on April 23, ITBQ.—Hmtorica?,agiwmergsfr + Which pub-
i Surgeon White added to the tale of Woe: the couni.2 P. 745.
ding and so hateful, as only to merit execrations and oy ™ 50 forbid-
wood is bad, the soil light, poor and sandy, nor hy, U
recommend it.” 8 1t anything to
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out the task allotted him in a way that one gathers_he would
‘have attempted any other work he had to dol. And, while he h_ad
faith in the success of the settlement and its ‘future prosperity
and importance, New South Wales was for him the sphere of
operations alloted to him, not, by any means, a new home. Hav-
ing done his turn of duty he was g}a:d to return hon_qe_ ICt)_nf:
cannot, moreover, blame him for quailing beflqrc the difﬁ.cu ;tles
created by the arrogance and obstinacy of mllhtary officers. :je
said nothing of not returning, but one may believe that he hope

never would.

heIn April, 1790, he had asked for a year’s legve of absencelfn itll;le
ground that his private affairs needed attention. In the follow. is%
March, and again in November, 1791, he had asked for pefm .
sion to return to England because of ill health. He Wro e'but
October, 1792, that his return could no longer be delgy{fed, L
that, as permission had not been received, he would W%}Rtlggtic"
next ships. On December 10, he went aboard the ped
and on the next day sailed. He arrived in England on May 22,
1793—after an absence thence of six years.* a

Tt was not till some months after his arrival in Engia;c;rt 31’
Phillip resigned. On July 23, 1793, he wrote to the SzgrrBSi yn “
State: “It is, sir, with the greatest regret tfha,t I ask A togthe
charge which, after six years’ care and anxiety, is broufg et
state in which I left it. But I have the.consolatron o) it
that I have discharged the trust reposed in me to Fhebsaolfs o
of his Majesty’s ministry, and hope that I may still se;*.ed By
to a colony in which I feel myself so greatly 1r;tcte:re cre;;,ted s
was granted a pension of £500 a year and was later
admiral. He died in 1814, in his 77th year.

e et &

If Phillip had not “discharged the t‘.z:lst reposed Olbr; ;?dotgett;o
satisfaction of his Majesty’s ministry he had pr A
to his own satisfaction, and he knew better t?and R
ministry the obstacles he had to overcome. Already

d
settlers who were doing well and there were prospects of a goo

d
harvest that would yield enough for a year’s supply.** A g00

- Pt?ljuipszall detachment of the latter. %ﬂl}_grng:‘r:taix;hgullvi:;s!.
i 'c.eEL and Captain-Lieutenant George Jo s T
Judge,—Adefh ' N.S.W. Corps, now remained of the om(c:ierYemmermwmle,
e ':h him also two aborigines, Bennillong an A
Ph&hp mrliligl to a return of October 16, 1792, therefw‘:;;lee e scmmot

d Aﬁﬂvagon or cleared of timber—2083 g.cr::;do &, s o o
Darlsp 11864 of maize, 1213 of garden ground, gy mt.hm st
‘tjl;lrrlﬁz; Of the 1703 acres, luﬁ? w:rl:unp:amgem ] nag o

1 ublic Parramatta 64
meal;u;‘::sd K t'e m"imil;’tg Toongabbe” (6963 acres). The distribu
acr!

turned Lieutenants Poulden, Davey and Timins of the -
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number of public buildings had been and were b
hospital at Parramatta, begun in April, 1792, was finisheq ang
opéned in November. A town hall, including a market Dlagg,
was in progress at the Same place when Phillip left, and ney
barracks had been begun in Sydney, “on the high ground gt the
head of the Cove.” New brick huts were built for the conviets,
The population of the two settlements, at Sydney and Norfolk
Island, in March, 1792, Wwas 4192—consisting of 3277 men, 69]
women and 224 children.

The departure of Phillip from Sydney meant something mope
than a mere change of governors. It marked also the failure of
the first attempt firmly to establish g civil government, Nothing
could have suited the militarists better. To the officers of the New
South Wales Corps were handed over the colony, its people ang

eing erected,

not merely a military clique
able by their power to defy the governor, They were now the

government itself. For two years their commanding officer

, continued
Their domination

of the affairs of the colony for those three critiea] Years affected

not only the history of those three years. 1t meant alsp the
laying of a firm basig for their future Power, which became so
great that they were able to force the reecall
of the next three Bovernors. But it hag a still

farmers, but of big landowners and rich pa
beginnings of the Political and €conomic st
B o 5

tion of the rest was as follows: «

7% acres; garden ground belonging to differapn ; s ’
Bardens, 104, At Parramatta, 1 settler, 29. i DEOple, including convicts

. And the
rength of the latter

i at
north-east of Parramatta, 16 settlers, 953. ::1 etlilnnds, 2
farms, 2 miles from Parramatta, 5 ge 5, 5 at thenIOFEZi);rn Nodey
seftlers, 81%; at the eastern farmg Jeadi
to Parramatta, 7 settlers, 111};
at Sydney, 623
* Phillip left Sydney on December 11, 1792
not arrive till September 1795, In the 1,-.&,-1,1::;,15“"“9301'- Hunter, did
Lieutenant-Governor from December 1L, 1792 45 peo, Period, Grose wag
Captain Paterson from December 17, 1794 tq Bemembere?ibe;qgl;' 1794 and

» 93, on the Creek i
n oultivation' py 'ty e and Jﬁﬁdta’i?

of Mars, on
g to Parramatta, 8
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A STAND FOR LAW

are to e -I'S South

1 ba trac d to the tl]ulnpll of the officers of -heLNewr So

W UUI[IS after Ihllll[.)s departure and duri g he le O
ﬁ-]es

Hunter, King, and Bligh.

ilitary clique had become af_ter
. arrag'ant lincils]as\;rllcisvilth}:ymtltlmlg gaug(}l'nan incident. during
iy :zrears inﬁg John Baughan, who had bheen a convmt,l\;igzés
é;?t;;ztgﬁ-gcarﬁenter at Sydney, and, eiu‘ly n;nf;eybru;;sg Com_.
ier i his post as s : !
o reporteg ?1 st(l)llt?lse;]dfﬁ; llfeal‘g)lrrlfed suﬁght revenge for hls‘ arﬁlst
i ?0 iy body to Baughan’s cottage, brutally maltrea 185
by i aking his cottage, its furniture and the f:mth_cmstt?u.3
o m:x?er‘:rrilcany demands that the soldiers be .brought toe;;i r11ed
giﬁim Balmain,** chief surgeon and a maglstratec,ﬂgit;rs 2
Baughan, and, finding him, through _fear of ltlheoit : w:;rrant
red to,let the matter rest, urged him to take il
ggainst them. Balmain had to threatep to pggsggu s
compounding a felony in order to get him tof o .ringleaders.
warrant was issued for the arrest .Of .four ctth g it
Actuated by what they doubtless dignified Eua Lo B;r.lmain
de corps, the officers of the soldiers now tookm g
received a letter from John Macarthur, spia - g e el
officers, requesting an answer to two ques rllzn 'to bl
if he had insisted or advised John Baug e B
coldiers? The other was whether hl? had e e
with a prosecution if he withdrew his coml:cl'f < tc-) iR -
reply did not lack spirit. In his own summaryu g e
it was “that he had said so much to Baug .
that as the man’s wife appearetdhglg)gglﬁrlldsﬁl;m e
would murd:ﬁ* 1;&;2:‘183}3&1';(1&]?15% g if_he g ?Oie-h’:nioﬁg
to fear on 1da ut him in mind of it, if it was a ta;:e i pin
pe;sfne:gny :cknowledge ho. e done.so""rg:t after a calm
Elllli: dl;eﬂance, the officers sent back this—

in’ nduct, as
i i f Mr. Balmain’'s cO
ispassionate consideration o hey should be
i:?grec;;se%asiioiis letter to Captafrnt;\g;czgﬂ;l:& :o g;press their
o e S selves 1 in the
wantmgt‘m J‘;‘im;::oslﬁgfnn;fully malevolent interference in
indignation

-standing feud between

454) says there was a loni:,ﬁﬂ,t. gcomm blames

* Qoling Lt,rp' had also formerly been 8-5 men who “had formerly
e WO s tie firAuha BE Gnilstiing 1 Hh o Wneir principles with their
for the trouble the DIASEEE 7 aving change their fellow soldiers.”
been conviets, [bugne the means of disgracing
cnffitﬁ?értzuﬁo:cm Bydiey SUbUED R

+ Historical Records, vol. IIT, p. 29.
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affairs of the Corps.” It was “malevolent interference” for g
magistrate to endeavor to vindicate civil law, bring ruffiang to
Justice and to try to ensure that military arrogance ang male-
volence should not ride rough-shod over the law!

Balmain did not reply, but wrote instead to Macarthur, He
accused the latter of being the instigator of ill feeling amongst the
officers against him. He, moreover, told Macarthur that he cgn-
sidered him a “base rascal and an atrocious liar and villain” —
in other words, he wag challenging him to a duel. The challenge
was accepted—not by Captain Macarthur, but by all of the
officers of the Corps! The gallant officers replied that Balmain
Was no gentleman, that his language had increased their con-
tempt for him and that his quarrel was with them all and not
with one. So that, added the officers’ letter, “if he desires to

the Corps will point out an officer

should fail in giving Mr. Balmain
the satisfaction required, another ang another would be fixed
on until there is not one left to explain.” They expressed the
hope, also, that “Mr. B, will not understand what has been said
45 an unmeaning threat, for he may assure himself that they
are all earnest for an opportunity of bunishing the infamous
conduct” of Mr. B. and “that no one will voluntarily resign to
the other his right to inflict it.” The officers of the N.S.W.
Corps were anxious to vindicate their “honor” to the last man,

if not to the last shilling, Balmain’s final reply was to reiterate
that it was with Macarthu

officers of the Corps and that he would «
breath the character of 3 gentleman in defianee of every unmanly
mode of detraction that Mr. Macarthur is ca i

still awaited Macarthur's acceptance of hig

Governor Hunter was ag concerned gg
for justice to be done. In his “Governme
for February 5, he stated that “if the
Governor or any of the officers in this
consider them as hereafter meriting th

for that burpose, and if he

those who were calling
nt and Genera] Orders”
Soldiers expect that the

¢ d t ing-
leaders . . . in order that the stigpma may be wiped awayhlf 1:11: gh
worthless characters being brought to trial.” v 5Eh

Captain Paterson that the military «

i - S settlemen, :
Their violence upon the late occasion shall be laig before the K,l -1
"I must declare to you, sir,” he went on, “that the cong ol
this part of the New South Wales Corps has been, in e crict OO}
the most violent and outrageous that wasg ever hearq of E;n::;

_of the Vice-Admiralty Court, Richard Atkins.

Vel O e

sider every step they
Whate'ver’ :‘:;CoinI ;?ai’iekf;izlg.” This evidm}tly
f aggr'a\tf) England did not seem so far awaiyt:
eIt Wh'lcd to act. Captain Macarthur hrougl‘
o fOlceof contrition from the Corps, tOgEtheﬁ[
messa“gt;ey would endeavor by future conduct

" Baughan
upon them.” John
. brought up t withdrawn. The

itish regiment !
iﬁ?sgo farther 1
peing an pccasion
Captain Paterson
o the GOVErnor a ”
with the promise tha
. G der;lr.c.urdered the warran )
agre:ir:lidzl;fooiogs rirrlldemnify the victim of its violence.
corp:

i r.ty,

Grose found himself invested with su.prmf'n:e1 9;111330 ani}

i ¢ emove what beginnings there were 0 o t(') i

e Il:.l a military, judicial system. In 'addl l;«;d padds -

rEI_}laf!e e tythat Phillip, pursuant to instructlonsi,; gt

s CO‘IE lso appointed Justices of the Peace E'eutenant—

ﬁs'hed, ey These were, in addition to lihe . hl g
g:z:ngf Z.I;c;s.the Judge-Advocate, the Chaplain, e

; Registrar
= s Alt; and the
Johnson; the Surveyor-General, Augustu Grose took from

e officers of the

inted th :
these their magisterial powers and appoin The speed with

: i d!
New South Wales Corps to act in their ite'? had been contem-
which the change was made shows that 1 In carrying out the
plated and planned for before Phillip left.

s instruc-
; icit provisions and ins
change, Grose acted against the explicit p And yet he made no

A W L t'o th]lpl d. The system of civil

report at all to the government in En; an -nd T e it RS

magistrates had worked well under Phillip aather into the hands

that the only reason for the change chs:etsosagry to give them cOm-
eins N

of the military officers all the T

its i itants. ; ;
plete control of the colony and its inhabi in that distribution
Grose’s next move was to effect a ghanfe Phillip. The weekly
of rat.isciass about which he had comp.la?neil ﬂ? had been 3 lb. and
ration of flour and rice before Phillip le with Phillip’s policy,
B ectively—issued, in accordance ltered these to bring
witll:aul;;escﬁstinction to all cla?se‘:‘. ‘:rt"flitahe thought oughﬁtl:"
i i ith the distinction ctively to gentle-
E%i:;nl?;zhlér:;gfee of satisfaction accorded respe

i and settlers
% fficers, soldiers d
men's And panighe AERREE z: :rere to be 6 lb. of flour an

. ive
from the marines u'letne;l;a:;gcunvict eottlane we::a;g :‘:fihe
2 1b: of rice. Cc:lngui t;s e s r:suharge. n ihe
P ﬂourﬂz:: issue c;t rations after Grose E::: prllesmie e
FrSt dan it typical of military arrogance 5
e isi ndlfcr:tlve of the character of the am::ma Ay :
:;Illlci,;emxflusal to share and share alike in mine
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flour was, of course, the

on less than half rationg,
The effects of this official grab were to bring even more suffering
on the convicts later on in 1793, when things became WOrse, ang

to reduce again the rations of Grose’s aristocracy. The ratign
for this latter then became 2 Ip. Per week—and the flour ration
for convicts was cut out altogether!* Thus were the proprietjeg
maintained and the convicts shown that in New South Wales
as well as in England there Was to be a place for €verybody ang
that everybody was to be in his place,

The conditions that made the drastic reduction in rations neces-
Sary were not truthfully described to
by Grose.

* Writing of conditions in NEVRMEEY, Ti3 Colling (yo I
“On Saturday, the 23rd., the flour and rice in store bein nearly
the ration was altereq tg the following = = . P gL Expendcy
“To the officers, civil ang military, soldiers, Oversee
from the free People, were served:
Of biscuit or flour
e
Qi e RS T e
“To the male convicts ‘were served ci - o
male convicts w, S€] » Women anq chil ivi i
Proportions always observed: dren rece:vmg In the
Of biscuit or flour, none, and for the fir, i
since the establishment of the co]ms];. i

TS, and the settlers

o R T R

P W L e 3 pounds

o i N SRR 0 2 pint
Fonil S SRR S pints

“This was universally felt ag the worst ration that 2ha
from his Majesty’s stores; and by the laboring conviet,
no one article of grain was so prepared for him as to
use of,”

** During
it had been

d ever bee
5 Dartlcularll; i%"ﬁg i
immediatejy made
Grose's regime the colony ‘was at times gg e . d
under Phillip, The regularity of suppl?e: rcztl’lal;"&tlon as
depended on. At one time rations had to pe q Dot be
level; at another time there seemed such a plentify] Supply q Starvation
that a ship-load sent out here as a speculation Was not by ¢ Visions
was sent away again| The crops partially faileq througy, dl‘ouglﬁthgt
in
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be doubted whether Grose would have taken up I_us pil;
. cheerful state of mind if he had been_ obliged
<o san;zw weeks or months on dry bread and dishes mad}?
e ﬁ'jr B n corn; and, however he might have fared under suc]
i 1pd1a the al;sence of animal food would have been sevel;tﬂi_ly
condltw?l’i’e convicts, who had to labor in the _ﬁelds.” And the
b t that ther,e was plenty of maize available was only a
Statementh “It is true,” continues Britton, “that there wa:
Lo tl‘uf v;rheat and maize in the fields, but there was no ﬂc»uS
ol (131' h to make bread, and there was no adequate meamt
i = the corn into flour. Hand mills had been sept ?;Eé
lf:?xl; ?ﬁ?i]nuiber was small, and they were only ﬂapa_‘;_le» :';"f”gﬁram
expenditure of infinite labor, of grinding small qug:;m 1:[51(1 i
§ = nad boen made to erect large mills at syWhe:t and maize
matta, but so far with indifferent success. . . . o
were issued, but until the grain had been groun to take their
made into bread. The convicbg had, therefoﬁi,ain Yhie Gt
rations to the mills and wait until they coulC!tOa nueir
lent in flour or maize meal. They had to “:t;le Rt ol
W Tere keph going nighi;;el'rlg dasy(;n'kl): tof tfle convicts, after
nds made upon ’ ; : f receiv-
zggngiilmga}ihe night at the mills in the vain exp?iitlgl?eomorning
ing a pound or two of flour, went to thglf‘,*wor
with unground wheat and maizg for foo lhave bntnrod ekl
By 1704, the colony, wais gans LAy sidered its achieve-
gt ir{ the muster o1 el SR e the officers’ farms.
e direction due to the success of the Wi
EE 'fs in. B hlr seen, had had no authority to gr R
opg;;gli a?I'k‘:;e aui;’lirisati’on to do so rea-ihﬁlftytggefaﬁd g e
g : it,
left. Grose, immectliiitellyt il;eﬂ;g‘iix‘:gdly true, as c:;-]oses iﬁg::ste:f
el e lts‘ in agriculture were due to .el ability as
tlk:at ;lile ach;::fnn;enBut it was not due to any specia
the officers’ -

Had the marines or
J have possessed. o
farmers !;htast rt:lgv:;il:ch favorable treatment as the offic
the convie

i imilar successes. Ten
they, too, would have achieved similar
were given, , too,

ships loaded with convicts brought little

e e T 1793, and
1793 and, as in Phillip’s time, England between September,

- : m 7 " arrived in Sydney with
March, 1794, In A few hours Only the Indian corn in

o flour. el ; n copn
dtgoﬂolzl:lir gt;ﬁl starvation. Writes Collins: “Mere
e

of
d to be the portion of by tarththtt;ogr:;aggzep%.;téi i
§ these settlements, of the that par P
ts O
the inhabitan

" 1, I, p, 961)
tore plenty. (Vol
alled forth to res ords, vol. 2, pp. 248-9.
labor must De VAL om the Records,
¥ Higtory DL KS-

t n
beef and pork bul
visions had been tf::::n
the fields stood be
bread and water appeare
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convicts, and in some cases more than ten, were given, free of
charge, to each officer, and were clothed and fed by the pgovern-
ment stores. It was a system of slavery under which the slave
exploiters did not have to pay for the labor of their slaves,
Moreover, the officers could employ other convicts, when these
were not working for the government, and pay them—with rum|
And yet Grose reported to Secretary Dundas that the officers were
working the land “at their own expense.”

The facts were that the officers received far more generous
treatment than had been authorised. Grose’s explanation of this
generosity was that the indolence of the other settlers precluded
the possibility of his relying on them to make the colony self-
supporting. And so the officers were given free land, had the
services of ten or more convicts and their rations, and continued
to draw their own pay as officers. In addition, they could buy
more labor by means of a medium of exchange, rum, whose
exchange value was fixed, not by any law of supply or demand,
but by their monopoly control of it. In return for all these
privileges, which made them a caste apart, the officers grew pro-
duce on their farms, not for the benefit of the community or to
become the property of the government, but for their own profit.
The position was that the government completely financed the
working of these farms, paid the officers to whom they had been
given, and then bought their produce! And Grose could com-
mend the energy and resourcefulness of the officers and bewail
the indolence and lack of ambition of the rest.

Early in 1794, Grose received a despatch from England order-
ing him to reduce the number of convicts allowed each officer
from ten to two. “Where grants of land,” it said, “are made to
such officers as at the same time continue to receive their pay,
it is but reasonable that they should maintain such conviets as
are granted for the cultivation of the land, exelusive of the two
allowed them as officers for two years.”* Grose refused to carry
out that instruction. He wrote to England explaining that ten
convicts were not enough and asking that the instruction be
reconsidered. Before he could receive a reply (which reiterated
the instruction), Grose had left Sydney and the hurge
ing it out fell on Hunter’'s shoulders. In 1796, the Engl
ment was complaining that maintaining convictg in
Wales cost “more than two-thirds of what they would have p
kept for” in the prisons in England. The costs of the ade _e‘en
tration were on top of that. The English government wmlms-
reaping the benefits it had hoped for when it ets‘r.sﬂallshea;j ?1?:

* Dundas’s dispatch of June 30, 1793,

n of carry-
ish govern-
New South
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colony. Instead of economising it was spending more. It would
have been cheaper, the Duke of Portland might have added to his
dispateh, to depend more on ha: g than on transportation.
And, as he wrote, the Duke’s government was needing all the
pounds it could lay its hands on to Wage war on the English
people, to prevent their achieving a greater measure of freedom,
and upon the people of France and Ireland, to deprive them of
the measure of freedom they had won or were winning.

The first economic confiict, therefore, between the new colony
and the mother country was one about the exploitation of its
convicts. The home government wanted a self-supporting prison
and the convicts to be taken off the stores as soon as possible—
not the maintenance, at its expense, of a huge reservoir of slave
labor to be at the disposal of gentleman farmers, or of any other
kind of farmers.* In this respect, at least, the policy of the
English government was closer to the interests of the convicts
and settlers than was the practice of Grose and his fellow-
officers.

5—THE RUM TRADERS.But the wealth of the officer-
settlers was not based wholly on the land or the labor of con-
victs thereon. It was made possible also by their trading
monopoly and their debauching of the population with their n{m.
In this respect, too, Grose showed himself as concerned not with
the interests of the colony but with those of the officer-caste.
There were two evils associated with the rum traffic. One was
the wholesale consumption of spirits and all that iif ‘implled
and was responsible for. The othér was the use of spirits as a
medium of exchange and the control of that medium by un-
serupulous persons for their own enrichment. The second of
these evils was the worse. y Gt
unken age and abstinence—or even temperan e—
W:: gliseicgstign. Thge ruling class in Englan_d set the example
and all classes followed it. But there were differences between
the drinking, and its effects, of rich and poor. The former had
many things to substitute for it anfi were, therefore, the more
blameworthy; the latter often found in it forgetfulness of poverty
and misery. For the rich there were few of the effec‘t.-; of poverty,
tragedy and misery; for the poor it was accompanied by all its
vilest evils—for them it was, too, a scourge that drove much of
the manhood out of them. In New South Wales, with its horrors

,,__—————'—_'—__ 3,
H ime the Duke of Portland’s complaint each officer was
m‘:’wg; "gﬁ :h, a‘?:mge, 13 convicts whose cost to the government was

£260 per annum.
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of banishment for the poor and its character of a place to make
money in, and then to fly from, for the rich or those who had
or gained opportunity to become rich, the evils were multiplied,
Forgetfulness was an added urge to drink in New South Wales—
forgetfulness and the feeling that here nothing mattered. From
such a soil a rich harvest was to be reaped by officers and traders,
Phillip had recognised the evil results of allowing large quan-
tities of spirits to be brought into the colony. In 1791, he banned
the importation of spirits without a permit and suggested to the
Secretary of State the imposition of a duty. The suggestion was
turned down. A year later, being informed that rum was on the
way to Sydney for the Corps, he wrote: “The permitting of spirits
among the civil and military may be necessary, but it will cer-
tainly be a great evil.”* The events of the next ten or twenty
years were to prove how good a prophet he was.: Even in his
time thé traffic in spirits had begun. The depth of meanness
was surely plumbed by the. officers and others who, having a
supply of rum, used it to “buy” the rations of the convicts at a
time when the rations of all had been cut down. Men who so
had the craze for drink that they did not stop to count the cost
were prepared to give away their meagre rations for rum. It is
enough to enable us to gauge the character of many of the
officers to know that they were prepared to take the rations
and give the rum. Ten pounds of flour—over a three weeks’
ration—bought a bottle of rum. To buy a pound of tobacco
nearly ten weeks’ rations of flour were necessary! The practice
was made the subject of a charge by Phillip against one officer,
Lieutenant Dawes of the marines, in 1791. The offence of Dawes
does not seem, however, to be as heinous as those of others.**
Grose reversed Phillip’s policy in this matter, ag in others. On
et Ak s, o s o
had Drov,isions and spirit ; i ,~dn-[WEd S Ayangs
] : pirits aboard. Grose bought both—the
American being unwilling, Grose tells us, to sell the Provisions un-
less the spirits were also bought. The latter Grose issued to the
soldiers and deducted the cost from their pay. That ship was the
beginning. Other ships brought spirits and officers we
re allowed to
purchase as much as they wanted through the st
or directly from the ships. Ships were charte
officers—civil as well as military—supplies of
Cape and India. American shippers soon lea

rned
was a market in Port Jackson for all the rum ..

they could send

* Historical Records, vol. I, pt, 2, p, 666,
** Historical Records, vol. I, pt. 2, pp. 543 ff.

ores at cost price
red to bring the -
liquor from the -
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t, Spirits from many sources and of many kinds foum} their
01;3} there and they all had a common quality; an unbelievable
W

yileness. ik

The prohibition of spirits would h.ave worked wonde_m mth i
convict settlement. The strict policing of _the 1‘eg‘ulat10tns ei-
phillip had introduced—no inaportatﬁm of l1gu‘or without a fiéts
mit, no trafficking in liquor, nor selling of 5p1r1ts to thg con e
_v;ou]d have resulted in a sober commumty pased, in bic;l;e
country, on the hopes that many hq,d in it. .As it was, 1dt '
a drunken community and a free rein was given _to theh rmlm s
and to every licentiousness that sprang from it. T e ail P
the officers was completely to debauch the populatmn t_’soodo i
they could profit. The aim of Grose was to permit them
and to give them every facility. :

The rot spread rapidly. It was only to be expecte_'d t};a:jt,rgsxpg;i
Corps, the discipline that rests on men's conﬁdgnc.e in a i
for officers could not be maintained. fI‘he -dISClDt:léle sy AL
substituted for it was the discipline that 1_s built orr: §1 cli)iers ot
sands of bribery and pandering to passions. T 'eri:s TR ’other
Collins, were granted “every indulgence. . . - Sple] Bty
comforts had been procured for them; he [Grosismns' et
guished them from convicts in the ratxlon Of. PrO\; baseé h B
had indulged them with women.” A dlsclplml‘—‘ i F thte G
collapse and the soldiers, following the exax:n:n ?na g
helped still further to weaken the mo_ral sta
the creation of a self-reliant commun‘lty- i Ak

The doak BEE wlie g .to drcl;:xlz{l’victs were prepared to
grew. Indulgence increased desire. O o mated T a1l

: | fro
sell their flour for rum and then steal fr

m. Gangs
repared to work for ru ;
tha vold.. ARC SR aggrgedpfor the officers o their farms

of them, on their off days, R. Johnson described the
S bt o THES BB, Tl s 3
aRg T i, men pwho had been working on the farﬂen i
evenings BISEM hole camp has been nothing elsIE, 0 ,
paid in rum. “The W. » Gambling was one

: disturbances
a scene of intoxication, rigt:;ys Johnson, “have gamed away the

result—-numbers of l;lruem,a Y the very provisions serve d them

clothe:h Oﬂuggzlzt::e(;ksfor weeks or months before these became
from the P 3

due.”

The price of

and farm
gggilivhoat rather than selling

profitable to make spirits than to make bread.

ix shillings per

in December, 1793, to six S 0
mmbit;:;l to choose distilling spirits from maize
A it to the store. It became more
“Webb, the settler
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near Parramatta,” writes Collins,* “having procured a small st
from England, found it more advantageous to draw an ardent
diabolical spirit from his wheat, than to send it to the store ang
receive ten shillings per bushel from the Commissary. From
one bushel of wheat he obtained nearly five quarts of spirit,
which he sold, or paid in exchange for labor, at five and six
shillings per quart.” And Webb was only one.

Grose made no attempt to put an end to such practices,** and
the successful farmers joined with officers in helping to continue
soaking the colony with spirits. Some attempt was made to
prevent the buying of food from the convicts. But the far greater
evil—the buying of labor with spirits—suffered no hindrance.
It went on with the assistance and approbation of the Lieutenant-
Governor.

There is available the evidence of a number of witnesses of
the conditions in New South Wales under Grose. “All those
persons Governor Phillip indulged with a farm,” wrote the Rev.
Samuel Marsden and Assistant-Surgeon Thomas Arndell, in a
report about the settlement at Prospect, to Governor Hunter in
March, 1798, “’tis well known were selected as men of general
good character; none but the industrious and sober were allowed
to become farmers; they also received similar indulgence with
the other districts from Gov'r Phillip. At the time he left the
colony the settlers in every district were in a promising way of
doing well and of supporting themselves and families, but upon
his leaving the settlement a material change soon took place in
their circumstances. Those misfortunes were first occasioned by
the introduction of spirits and traffic amongst themselves, Out
of twenty settlers who had grants of land originally given them
by Gov’r Phillip in this district only six now remain; the rest
have either sold or rented their lands from total inability to
carry on their cultivation. The ground in this district in general
is very rich and fertile, so that their ruined or embarrassed
circumstances cannot be attributed to the barrenness of the soil.”
A similar story was to be told by the same reporters of the other
districts. In Concord, the land is rich ang fertile—but “should
a ship arrive with any articles of consumption, they can't raise
a single pound in the two districts” [Concord and 1,
At The Ponds, many farmers “have been lon
“that nefarious practice”—the traffic in spirits,
“It may be proper to observe,”

* Yol 1,.p. :E;
** Hunter, in March, 1796, prohibited the dist;
B illation of spirits from

iberty Plains], g
B since ruined’ by

concluded Marsden and Arndell,
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aghat the first settlers were considered as men of gene'ral gon?d
character,” and that the causes of their ruin would bring ruin
also to the present settlers, “unless some speegy and 5”aluta_ry
measures are adopted to save the falling landed mteres.t. Fail-
ing which, the farmers faced “nothing but approac_hmg war_lt
and misery . . . , the sale of their farms, and the ruin of their
families.”*

In July, 1798, Chief Surgeon Balmain, the Reyv. Johnson, Surgeon
Arndell, and the Rev. Marsden were asked by Guvgt:nor Hun.ter
to put in writing their impressions of the conditions durmdg
Grose’s regime, They did so. Two of them were c_lergymen rrmf
may be expected to give an exaggerated and. one—sqled report;‘
the morality of the colony. But their testxmoqy 15’ ba(:ke‘:] }_f
that of the two surgeons and by the colony’s historian, Ju f}fe
Advocate Collins. And, whatever view we may l_lave of =
narrowness and class bias of 18th century Christianity, we fca ;
not but admit that in Johnson and his efforts we see E]Z' orca
that was endeavoring to stop the moral lrot and ma mgnd
determined stand for things and standards higher than rgrr;hose
profit. For that stand and that endeavm",.Johnson szr;ions e
who stood with him found “insults, oppositions, c'.ppl'the fon,'ner
from Grose and the rum traders. The la}tter saw md e
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so than the person of whom I have complained.”* Hunter may
be suspected of indulging in hyperbole, but facts dissipate the
suspicion and prove he was but drawing sober eonclusicns from
undoubted facts.

A part of the campaign against those we may call the reformers
was to throw obstacles in the way of holding church services,
“Within a month after Governor Phillip was gone,” writes John-
son,* “I received an Order to perform divine service at six o'clock
in the morning. A quarter before seven, the tattoo (as it is
called) beat off for relieving the guard; so that I had barely
three-quarters of an hour allowed me to go through the church
service, and this was all that was required for the day.” The
officers required some of their convicts to work on Sundays and
Grose had given his permission. Johnson reports that his preach-
ing was often interrupted by drunken or gambling men. The
Rev. Marsden relates an incident of his being interrupted and
insulted by a drunken man and of Macarthur's refusal to inter-

fere. Johnson tells of a constable’s forbidding convicts to attend
church services.®

“I cannot forbear,” continued Johnson, “giving your Excellency
another instance of the most gross opposition I met with at that
time. At one time when a Criminal Court was held there were
two men sentenced to suffer death. The same afternoon I
visited them in their lonely cells, and intended to visit them
again in the evening. The sergeant of the guard calleq at my
house the same evening with a request from the prisoners that
I would spare them a candle. I sent one by my servant and
desired him to inform the sergeant that I would come to the
prisoners in a few minutes. In less than half an hour the
sergeant came to my house a second time, brought back part
of the candle, and informed me that he had received orders not
to admit any person to see or speak to the brisoners except Mr.
Bain, chaplain to the Corps.” Johnson went with Marsden to
see the sergeant who stated that he hag received explicit orders
to refuse to allow them to see the prisoners. “We then returned
home, when I immediately wrote a letter t
Governor, but received no answer. The next mg
their execution was brought to me—that at g
prisoners were to suffer, and that at their req
Mr. Bain to attend them. All this was a ¢

- & person who was permitted to visit them:s, ~ asked them
7seve_r'i11 times whether they ever had made Such g request, when
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himself] deserves censure or merits condemnation, after having
waited for five and a half years, and no prospeet of any place
being about to be built for this purpose.” He made application
for an old man to act as sexton. This was refused him. Often, pe
said, graves were not dug or not dug to the correct measure-
ments and he had had to wait with the corpse while a praye
was made or altered. “Persons bearing other offices are furnisheg
with what is needful for them to do their duty, and for the same
reason I do not see why a clergyman should be denied what is
necessary for him in the discharge of his duty. But such has
been all along my situation, that I have had neither church, nor
clerk, . . . nor sexton, for want of what conveniences and assist-
ance I have seen it needful to complain.” It is evident that
Johnson lacked neither dignity nor spirit, He reiterated his
complaints to Dundas. He could not get convicts to work the
church land—officers could get ten or more each. He was out
of pocket because of his spending over a hundred pounds on
the land granted to him, because he had been promised a cow
if he did so. “But instead of this promise being made good to
me, all my men, domestics included, at a moment’s notice, were
taken away last November, except two,” and, as a result, “I have
been obliged to take four men off the store, to whom I have to
pay at the rate of forty shillings per week.”

Johnson, in his letters home, made detailed and
with chapter and verse, Grose in his letters too
charges and innuendo. “Was it not in pity to a large family,”
he wrote to Dundas, “1 should represent the disorderly behavior
of the Rev. Mr, Johnson, from whom I have receiveq treatment
very unbecoming his character as g clergyman to offer, and not
very consistent with my situation to put up with.” =
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of plenty—Macarthur was writing in August, 1794; he had taken
over his first hundred acres only on February 12 of the previoys
year!

To the minds of such as Mrs. Macarthur—and one gets the
impression that she had as much confidence in the ability ang
integrity of her hushand as another Mrs. M. made famous by
Dickens had in hers—the settlement at Sydney was made for the
express benefit of the officers of the Corps. The political economy
which furthered their interests was good political €économy. Any
practice that was inimical to their wealth-making activities
was not good political economy. So, she condemned the ex-conviet
laborers who “demanded an enormous price, seldom less than
four or five shillings a day” and the free selling by ships’ cap-
tains who might, by that method of disposing of their goods,
create a monopoly and practice imposition on those who wished
to buy. Instead, if a monopoly was to be created, let it he g
monopoly of gentlemen.* As a result of such reasoning, the
officers under Grose gained a trading monopoly which remained
in their hands for as long as the Corps remained here, and
passed into those of their successors when they left. “The officers
in the colony,” naively wrote Mrs. Macarthur, condemning with the
same dip of the pen the idea of g monopoly in the hands of ships’
captains, “with a few others possessed of money or credit in
England, unite together and purchase the cargoes of such vessels
as repair to this country from various quarters. Two or more
are chosen from the number to bargain for the cargo offered for
sale, which is then divided amongst them in proportion to the
amount of their subscriptions.” © Thus was monopoly defeated
by monopoly.,
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military were defying the civil power and even taking part ip a
mutiny. King handled the situation well, but Grose, in his reply,
severely reprimanded him and blamed the convicts for the
soldiers’ misbehavior. There had been a dispute between Dring,
a settler, and Windsor, a soldier, over the former’s wife. The
soldiers, reported King to Dundas, were “perpetually enticing the
women to leave the men they were married to, or those they lived
with.” Dring had struck Windsor, and, brought before the jus-
tices, had been fined “twenty shillings for the use of the school”
Another settler was fined ten shillings for a similar reason and
in similar circumstances. Later, Dring was beaten by a body of
soldiers and the ringleader of the latter was sentenced to a
hundred lashes but was forgiven upon the intercession of Dring,
The anticipated reconciliation between the soldiers and settlers
did not eventuate, the head of the offending soldier being im-
pervious to coals of fire! Then there was 2 riot resulting from a
dispute between a military sergeant and a constable, the former
provocatively claiming a seat at the play-house on which the
constable was sitting and which he, as manager of the play-
house, was reserving, together with others, for Mrs. King’s ser-
vants and for Mr. Balmain. The soldiers later became so out-
of-hand that King and Abbott, hesitated to bring to trial a soldier
who had beaten 3 peaceful settler, for fear that the soldiers
would refuse to allow any sentence to be carried out, The sol-
diers refused, also, to obey orders given by Abbott, It was mutiny
that King was faced with. He decided on disarming the detach-
ment, and its three officers and the civil officials agreed, “to
prevent the effusion of blood.” By dividing the detachment and
with the aid of some of the marine settlers, they secured the
arms. When the mutineers were secured, their arms were given
back to t_he rest. During the crisig a militia of forty-four seamen
and marine settlers was formed. The mutineers were sent off to
Sydney by the first ship that called at the Island.
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which King was ordered to make i
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pointed Governor. FPhillip had recommended
King* as his successor, but the Government appointed Hunter,
who had applied for the position.** He took over the reins of
government on September 11, 1795, a year and eight months after
his appo'mtmenﬁ and over two years after Phillip's resignation.
s not the man to curb the officers or to break the

monopolies that had been created during the rule of Grose and

e may have been, as Dr. Lang described him, “a man
d of warm

resignation was ap,

Hunter wa.

paterson. H
of sound judgment, of strictly virtuous principles, an

benevolence; and had he not been counteracted by the influence
colony would have

and the practices I have already described, the
prospered greatly under his administration, and profligacy would

have hidden its head and been ashamed.”t But what was wanted
acted—a governor

was government that could not be counter
strong enough to act in the interests of the bulk of the settlers
against those of the monopolists. King would have made a moreé
desirable successor to Grose and Paterson.
As it was, the evils that they had introduced were more ﬁ;‘mljy
entrenched, as a result of Hunter's administration, and King's
task, when his turn came, became all the more difficult. In the
end King, as well as Hunter, failed.
When Hunter applied for the position
looked forward to gplife of ease and comfort. FHis hobe was that
“I should with ease to myself and with proper png ?—,;ivar;;
tage to the public have been able to manage all the duties o

as Governor, he had
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my office.” But, he told Sir Samuel Bentham,* in 1799, he soon
found himself “awakened from that dream of comfort and satis-
faction the prospect of which I had so vainly indulged.” And,
had he “been gifted with the power of looking into future
events,” he would not, although he had not a penny in the world
beyond his Navy pay, “have covetted that which NoOwW occupies

my endeavors.”* He had good intentions—but these served
their proverbial purpose.

He had to complain, soon after he arrived here, of the shortage
of food, of tools and of clothes. Public works could not be earried
on hecause there were not enough convicts available, ‘so many
being employed by the gentlemen farmers. While he was writing
letters telling the department at home that men were “working in
the field and other places literally naked as the natives of the
country and the present inclement season [he was writing this
particular letter in the middle of winter] has for want of the
necessary clothing and blankets reduced the people to great
distress, and placed too many in the hospitals,” * transports were
arriving loaded with convicts but with no clothes at all beyond
what the convicts stood up in. There were many other things to
complain about and Hunter’s dispatches are filled with com-
plaints. He seems to have thought his work accomplished when
he showed by the number of complaints he made that he knew
what was wrong. But complaints are no remedy for abuses or

cure for ills. He was finally told by the Duke of Portland that
remedies lay in his own hands ** From two practices sprang most
of the evils that were rampant. One was the granting to officers
more than two convict servants—slaves would he the correct word

—the other was the allowing of officers to €ngage in trade and

“ Brother of the famous Jeremy Bentham

“* “I must next advert,” ran the Duke’s dispatch of ge
“to the evils which you represent as arising from the
traffic in grain, live stock, and spirits which the officers
ment, and particularly those in the Military Department
corétﬁ.lry,das you very properly observe, to the nature of T:h
an e duties annexed to it. The instructions yoy :
limiting the number of convicts to be allowed to a};]y g;gg:r:' Ijrrﬁ%‘t i
therein mentioned, had they been duly executed, could not but hy r!na.nner
a gregt way, if not entirely, to cure this evil as far as it relate at,\oe s
and live stock, because the public stock would have been alrea,otS e
much increaged as not to have left any improper temptation 4, bh!{'.so Very
of traffic. With respect to the sale of spirits, iy I certainy . Pcoies
power, as well as it is your duty, to prohibit, ny tie most, posity In your
all officers of government, civil or military, from selling ap e orders,
liguors to the conviets and settlers."—Historica] Records of !&smrltuoug
IIT, p 490. For the settlers’ view of the officers’ monopol; S.W., vol,
for them, see the next chapter ¥ and its results
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“was in the rule of an autocrat, whose interest was in the welfare
of the community, and who was subject to the criticism and
control of the British government: for the interest of the British
government also must be in the welfare of the community for
that would mean less expense to the mother country and—of
still greater importance—less work and trouble to British
officials.” With this we can in the main agree but would stress
the necessity for autocracy less and put in its place co-operation
by the Governor with and his reliance on the settlers and the
bulk of the population whose public opinion was already be-
coming articulate. Both Hunter and King could have made a
success of their struggle against the Corps if they had whole-
heartedly co-operated with the rapidly growing free population,
farmers and laborers, and based their power upon them. It was
in that direction that Hunter could have found the force neces-
sary to give authority to his orders. Of the three naval governors
who succeeded Phillip, Bligh came nearest to relying upon the
settlers as a political force against the military autocracy. But
by his time the latter was stronger than ever and was able to
profit by his bad tactics.

“In the year 1824y says Dr. Lang in his “History,” “the late
John Maearthur, Esq., . . . stated in my hearing, with evident
feelings of self satisfaction, that he had been the meang of
sending home every governor of the colony but the last (meaning
Governor Macquarie); and I am greatly mistaken if he did not
render the same sevice to the then reigning Governor, Sir Thomas
Brisbane.” “ Such braggadocio was evidently typical of the man
who seems to have made up his mind to let nothing, except,

who stood in the way of Australian freedom that he worked for
their downfall. 1t was because they stood in his way, Hunter
had not been in the colony a year hefore the two c'lasiled. That
clash was the first of many between Macarthyr and a governor

Hunter retained Macarthur in the position given him hy Grose
that of Inspector of Public Works. On February 24, 1798 howeverl
Macarthur resigned because of the “loss of that confidence Which,
R S N
the side of the governors. , , . Hunter’s kindly n
deceived; King was a man of hot temper and of poor jud
serious mistakes; Bligh was a man of still hotter temper, amj of np

and Angevin kings were mainly in the right in contest wigp
barons, so governors were mainly in the right in contest with 1

ment at all, who made mistakes of a nature so serio s
‘mistake’ becomes too kind a word to describe them, us‘t‘etg1 a?a.su;-leor‘:’r?;d
o ' n

1
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0] ‘J o (not exceeding
: All T shall require frirgntehhundrem on the same conditi :
| :‘R{IS, ironwork for buildi e public stores will be tool e land, however, did not reply to Macarthur but sent his letter
This “all” that he needeénﬁs’ and the usual ration of sz,ltcmaths’ R0 to Hun 7 B
aftelf which he would pa iwo.uld require for eighteen mlc?eat'" Macarthur’s letter charged that “the interest of government 18
credit that a man should )Irla\?r 1t with gramn. It is diﬁicuﬁths’ utterly disregarded, its money idly and wantonly squandered,
f::)posaL but to put it with ihthe ?ﬂ:I‘Ontery, not to put suct s whilst vice and profligacy are openly countenanced.” It com-
govum for the very liberal jndme air of conferring a favor :_a plained that his offer to maintain 100 men with bread had been
érnment. He was to get gences granted” to him b = rejected, although over 3000 were drawing rations from the stores
Zli’]éhfhb}-ead they would ei: a:ll?dt? a hur.ldred slaves for thg c?;i and not an acre of public land was peing cultivated. Macarthur
eir meat ration, for eighte In addition, nails, iron, cl also attacked the practice of settling a large number of men on
he offered Hunter Wh(')s eighteen months! That': was e the land—these, instead should have ‘“been obliged to employ
the ! e excelle ; as the gif — ; 4
arthi?gr Eaf?e of laborers and mzzeﬁg}y was that, on accountg 0: T themselves in the service of an industrious and vigilant master.”
for the confr;cthsehmum accept was thai, Otfh ?non'y part of Mac- He enclosed a “plan to encourage the increase of live stock.”®
to undertake to bue already had. Macarthurls furnishing bread It was nearly two years pefore Hunter was able to reply.
and then to re ¥y meat from the public st 5 reply to this was Macarthur’s letter, returned by the Duke of Portland, reached
e dquest clothing for them an; ores for his servants Sydney again in July, 1798. Hunter’s reply is dated July 25. He
guoted *nO.I: Hunter’s opinion of M ten thousand nails.* referred to Macarthur’s «restless, ambitious and litigious disposi-
the Duk Before I had been lon facarthur has already bee tion,” reminded the Duke that 1t was he who was the instigator
that sc: of Portland in Septembeg in the country,” he wrote tn to defiance on the part of the military in the Baughan Case and
would bercﬂy anything short of t}l;’ 1796, I “had cause to rema ;: charged him with deliberate misrepresentation. He said that he
the dutiescg?sﬁ‘.iel'ed by this per.'sm;E :ull Poyst uf the GUVern;r had been reliably informed that Macarthur had boasted that his
i 4 Clups ") S Sufficient f i 1l of the Governor. He had mis-
- : ; or co i letter would result in the reca of the
i was r,oa $ well as the aim of Hunter considered that Manductmg represented the character of certain land because he was opposed
| in a ud.tth every obstacle jlf'llotst: of the other militar ca;g ik topfarming by the government. The chief surgeon and the com=
power :,;ei;attempt to overthrow eo:vay of the ecivil ma)gristra,cti;s missary had complained of his interference and the latter had
e colony.” f render ine ’ smproperly issued cods to, and pbought
g;agi;mn Richard Atkifsufvliman AlBEApY he Saf‘rveciiliz ijte sl ;?:;fe?r:;?thli:‘-e f?ﬁaid;mlzhrgugg the stoge. Hunter gave his
Jud ic Works. This attack succeeded Macarthur g & diiBk reasons for rejecting Macarthur’s offer t0 take a hundred men
wasgt;Z‘Advpcate Collins was t, }?’Egan in July, 1796 js 12 and feed them pbread: “I will submit to your Grace whether the
Macart;(:t in his stead.” The cc; eave for England ;;\;hUSb before public or private individual would have been the gainer by this
sent to ;:lr and Atkins and Hle:tspondence that g;asseceinb Wi absurd offer. The daily wages of a laboring man (without pro-
tration ngland, together with €r over this case M etween viding food) was at that time five shillings, or something more,
it an act which Hunter 1? n attack on Hunter's acarthur and the price of bread was about 21d. per lb. Supposing a man
departm and highly Censurablz aracterised as “ap in:; adminig- to receive 2 0. Per day, that would amount to fivepence; for this
a7 ent of the Governor of uf.“erferen% in the dpsr tinent, mighty savin to government of fivepence he would have gained
1s colony.,” The Duku o more than five shillings in labor.”
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e to cut down exXpenses, that Hunter was recalled.
was being written in London he was replying
harges of a idark and infamous assassin,”*
te evidently did not believe.
d been guilty of, but
acter, he wrote in his

«gtained by one meat, bhase,

with his failur
gut while his recall
to the anonymous ¢
which Portland himself qui

1t was not corruption tha
gullibility and want of firmness.
letter of defence, had never yet been
or dishonorable action. . . . Let me live on bread and water with
a pure and unpolluted conscience, a fair and respectable char-
acter, in preference to rolling in wealth obtained by such in-

famous, such shameful, such ignominious means as this letter-
writer alludes to. 1 have no turn for traffic, my Lord; I never
had.” King’s opinion, expressed to sir Joseph Banks, in Sep-
tember, 1800, was: «] pelieve him to be what the whole colony
says he is—an honest man; but the reliance he has placed on
thosé who, to use his own words, ‘have tricked and deceived him
in every instance,” has placed every circumstance, person, and
thing in such a state that much time will be lost in ge?;ti{ng them
into the path pointed out by my WO illip.” We
cannot but agree with King’s estimat i
others of his contemporaries. He was, however, not the
curb the officers of the N.S.W. Corps or to put down th
that had grown up in the colony. He was, as tht_a purser of thi
“Lady Shore” described him, “a pleasant, sen:‘;lble old man,
who thought he was to en orable career in & comff?rtable
position as the governor of a new colony and whom, in his own
words, nothing would have induced to accept that position, “had

1 known what it really was.” zd
Hunter’s place was taken by Captain Philip Gidley King in
and was given 2 pen-

geptember, 1800. He TI€ :
sion of £300 a year and was later promuted Rear and then Vice-
Admiral. H March 13, 1821, at the age of 83.
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turns here in any official character it should be
or, as one half of the colony already belongs to
11 not be long before he gets the other half.”®
circumstances of his arrest constitute the story of King’s
lash with the Corps officers..
The affair, which occasioned King's sending the Duke of Port-
land a long report—with 72 enclosures!—began over a gun and
g quilt. At Rio, on the way out on the “Cornwallis”
grawford of the N.S.W. Corps was drowned. Lieutenant
Marshall, R.N,, agent on the ship, coveting the deceased’s gun
and quilt, substituted his own for them. When he arrived in
Sydney, Macarthur, who was in command of the Cogps, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Paterson being on an exploring expedition, prose-
cuted Marshall. But the magistrates acquitted him of “any
felonious intentions”. Later, Marshall insulted Macarthur and
‘was by him challenged to a duel. Marshall appointed the
purser of his ship as his second, but Macarthur’s second,
Captain Abbott, refused to meet him, considering him not his
equal. The result was that Marshall went to the ground and
waited but his opponent did not turn up. The following day
he met Abbott and struck him and promised to do the same to
Macarthur. But the latter was armed and prevented the
fulfilment of the promise. King then ordered Marshall to be
brought before a Criminal Court on charges of “an assault amfl
battery on Captain Abbott and an assault on Captain Macarthur.”

Marshall was prought before the court, consisting of five
officers of the Corps, a naval officer and the Judge-Advocate.
that the Cour tent to, try him and

e objected t was not compe
dual member* of 1% bjections were over-

also to an indivi The 0
as sentenced to a ye

ruled and he W ar's imprisonment and to
fine of £50 on the first charge and referred to the Secre-
Memoria

f State on the second. In a 1 to the Governor,
he complained th

written before the trial was OVer, at he had
ears he has been

employment during the eleven ¥
s i fortune, helping his brother officers

£20,000. : = 3 i
' of making a large
here has b:;]'nﬂc:?lga (mostly at the public expense), an
to = Experience has convinced every man )
and strife. cunning, impudence, and a pair of

tice to obtain any

there n ources which art,

that ‘eyes can afford that he does not put in prac

un In another letter, King spoke of Macarthur as
ich Botany Bay pert.urbatnr.“ and, in another, he expressed his
athis YICH "Macarthur’s “arts and intrigues will one day or other
! ﬂame."—-(Hiatoriual R

. Lieutenant

a e;:m:ds' of New South wales,

Wihis colony in
tt U035 0% 611-615, 610, 501)
i McKellar.
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1ad no right of challenge in the Court, that he had been inter-

judges, that
between the pbrosecutor and the wit-

rupted and browbeaten and accused of insulting hig
there had been whispering
nesses, that the officers were biassed
of them had interrupted the prosecutor in order to ask leading
questions of the witnesses. He asked the Governor to interfere,
The latter replied he could not do so till the trial was over.,

After the trig) King ordered the Court t
Marshall's charges against it,
“to afford the most unequivocal
Court refuseq.

against him and that Some

0 meet and consider
He did this, he said, in order
justice to the Prisoner”, The
The Governor, thereupon announced his inten-
before the Secretary of State,
The Corps
Court then asked for g copy of
to recog-
They then replied that the other two
the Judge-Advocate and Lieutenant
Grant, RN, hag agreed that the Court could not legally comply
with the Governor’s order. To this the other two replied, when
asked by King, that they had not so agreed.* Things being
brought to thig impasse, King remitteq the sentence of £50 and

N he sailed on the “Albion”
urrender himself to the Sec-
England.

Macarthur now took another hand.
Plaining that developments were makin
understood ang misrepresented and c]
Proceeding against Marshall haq had
and advice, This claim King denie
Balmain, of the magistrates, tg
reiterated the claim, with the Support of Captaijn Al
King reiterateq the denial. Byt the matter j
beyond its original bounds ang the stage of Macarthyrg cam-
paign against King entered upon. ampaien wag to
bersuade hig fellow-officers to K any except official
relations with the Governor,
to  associate himself with
Macarthur “threatened to div

Marshall’s Memoria].
nise them as the Court,

He wrote tg King com-
g likely his being mis-
aiming that his whole

ad now gone

* The officers, in reply to thig denial,
to anything the Governor might want them
“solemn depositiong te prove that they have
sides seem to have been right: the two not making their
80 as to be able to claim or deny as expedient,
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i A : rSOn
and transactions. Paters

nce, TN
pnversations, corresponde carried out his threat.
o

E arthur 1
A eI al, Mac : ‘
§ persisting in his refus itical of King’s regime—one to
§ Pe 's made public were critica -al Brownrigg. The
%} Two Iet;a];anks and the other to Genelgut Al ming Behins
ir Josep that of Paterson, ) g now
te them was d yet Macarthur
en that wro f Macarthur. And ¥ ; lonel
idently that o n his colon
i them wWas ev1deniny0rder to cause a breach lzefw;ze;anks Bk
i ed them or! An extract from the letter
and the Governor:

; arried his
: he [King] has ca
- observing that might have
e onock ?‘:;p There was a time whenh wzgz;equence sk
Econmlr]:ydt(;cv)vhict; he refused to take). ;:T 0? disposing of their
been hal d no other wa, hels
settlers ha 2 reds of bus
that many tho tg;; their stock with it, and Pu::mment on this
1g1ram 11;2211: used for that Durpose'”f Soign;gnsdjviduals in Sydney
ave ]t’,y 0 . “pAs the
ight on the rapac arthur:
g Sﬂmﬁ letihl:pon the hypocrisy of John Mac
town as we

in destroying a
in, and the vermin
store-houses were full of grain, issued, where would have been

i ts?
great part of it before it could be d leave it in the public streets

in an s due
urchase grain a d great sum
the economy to pld have suited those who }:;eir former mono-
A wt?lrl: unfortunate settlers,* for
to them from the

ent might have
ings. Governm ight
polising and iniquitous pr;ie;:.\'egeat it, and the weather mig

: min mig : instead of the ex-
paid for it, thtii v:fhaf- the vermin left,tha.lf‘::;1 ;uarters amounting
have destroye d in the last I

; i why it
penses of grain purchase ained to my superiors

i have expl : rchased was
to £6700, I Elfg;o and why half the quantity pu
to N
amounted

destroyed.”
Macarthur’s bro

the opposite eﬁilce

paterson and &

being e€s
instead of o
]pri'ivate correspondenc

8
P

f these letters had

adcasting Pft:rt:geg?nte;:; ,Owhen Mg :11:::

il had been drawn closer toge 2y

piojerioy he began “an exposure ?f m;zm_'_

tl‘angt;(:t t:as “yery hurtful to c:;lrelr:%x o

»s+ To find out who, of thle; og;lce:g; Bl -

son's feelilrlgsl-ﬁl_lE sent invitat‘lons g rt; ofathe ARSI -
Mg EAR: to celebrate the annivers

o as
their answer w
M&.Garthur—’ 13 Four did not reply ;2:’:1 On the following
on septemzeihey- then refused the invitation.
an ;
o om Mrs. _l 4
e next cmptt:::s read by Macarthur included some fx
o The le
o ;-MT:cart.hur.
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day was foy
ght the d
e ; uel b
; z::tie:lson being the challen g'eritwee“ Paterson
g, who h ;

returned to S;c?ll;g of the duel while at Parrap
McKellar under asi' g frlaced Captains Ma a'tta, )
Paterson to pe in areSt until the surgeon e T
0y Timitteq top o ngte of convalescence B Announceq Cor

military arrest Were EXp‘ired When the E'igb:[';

% they we
re re-

3 Security for their

and Macarthyy,

mEdiately

7_:;%?1;1_“__7 1y was necessary. He

we ha, |
d agreed upon the gppt, » T

» TUns the

Mackellar
, Paterson’,
while Captai S0N's second, * :
ptain Pj » “Captain s
:E:Segmgoxb Patersonrs. ol by and nel.;‘ggcmu; wadiff‘}:‘gtoof Captain
)i en do; 0 wh Wn pistols
(twelve pacg' Capt. Piper for C ne tosseq 1 at he i
. P for t Wanted
take his oo and desired g ant. Macartp he firg I
ground i ol. Pater Hr fire, which
C. » whie . 50N il ic.
shaéurﬂ;idsrdacarthur ﬁrec;, hanléa‘ﬁ?‘g done I ’g:vléo hStOUd a ;s;(glethe distance
ground un?lf dropt hig Pis&l]sl ball hahng hit g 2 Dpisto) r?;)aty off, to
OWn, that I found by mr H I made capt e Colong) cocked.
Piper at it was impossibe aITis’s assuranc Pt Macarty, N the right
sent, that his principa) m he could return tf " Vel as b the 2P his
me a message pal might quit th o fi T Y the Coloner's
» 85 if exulting :’icggg;nd. & C:}E% told Capt
th Mﬂ-cal'thur

g
Sovemorshipt_)e“eved

3 be composed of

. secret circulation of anonymous lampoons.
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; AUSTRALIA’S FIRST POLITICAL VERSE
f;'.he allowed, “for some, nay many, years to come”. But he suggested
* {hat, instead of the Criminal Court’s consisting of “the Judge-

e and six of his Majesty’s sea or land forces”, it should

~ pdvocat
“the Judge-Advocate and six commissioned
The

Jficers of the civil establishment, sea or land forces”.
vilians with military officers, would, he thought,

tial and free administration of justice”.

deportation of

" nterchange of ci
| istrengthen the impar
King’s troubles did not cease with the
Macarthur. There still remained here other officers with whom
There was Major Johnston, for

it was almost as easy to clash.
gxample, who was in command of the Corps while Paterson

was absent through ill-health.* He objected to King’s organis-
ing a Volunteer Corps from amongst the settlers and a body-
guard from amongst the emancipated convicts* and there were

r courts martial”

' clashes between him and the Governor ove
There were two other incidents which hurt King very much and

which urged him to demand an inquiry into his administration
on to return to

by a Commission from England or permissi
d administration to the

England to submit his conduct an
One was the Colnett affair. The other was the

.
. government.
e hostility expressed towards the

Governor was undisguised and unrelenting.  Their content be-
trays their source. They were written, King wrote to Lord

Hobart, when “I was absent from Sydney four weeks, and on
ized with a dangerous SThe

In these lampoons th

kind of illness”.

my return was Se

disappointment” of his enemies “induced them to take the

opportunity. when my existence was doubtful, of using the most
character and reputation,

assassin-like means of attacking my
and aiming at the destruction of all good order and discipline in

case I recovered”. The first one was found in the barrack yard.
Another was found “in the yard of Captn Kemp's barrack” and
still another in Lieut. Hobby’'s chaise. King accused Hobby,

Kemp and Ensign Bayly of circulating these papers.
the lampoons were sent on to England with King’s comments.

In one King is supposed to be speaking:
-l power Was not stinted, I'd make the whole world shake,
gi".ﬂ’mgems commissions and officers break, 5
1d civilians give trust, confide in new faces
ake magistrates of them and give them new places
- And to prove my applause from the settlers, poor tools,
- Read the humble address of a parcel of fools.”

next chapter.

Some of




238 OFFICERS AND GENTLEMEN

King’s comment on the third line above /4R | conceive no
better bresumptive proof can be adduced of what Profession the
assassinating author of this anonymous libel is.” And on the
last two: “These gratefy] daily, monthly and yearly acknowledg-
ments are from those oppressed and industrious People who 1
have rescued from debt, boverty, and destruction, Which most
certainly haqg been effected at the expense of those whoge
OPpressive conduct has been truly infamous.” In these lampoons
the civilian officials are attacked, as are also King's Plans to
help the settlers, his Creation of g Volunteer Corps and his efforts
to break monopoly. Considering these, we recognise the
authorship.® ¢ is not to be wondered at that King wisheq to
80 home when his military officers were scattering anonymous
attacks upon him bersonally and upon his administration that
affected their Pecuniary and other interests.

In April, 1803, Captain Colnett, of HMS. “Glatton”, thep in
Port Jackson, requested Governor Hunter to do him the favor of
€mancipating g certain young woman convict and allowing her
to return to England. He Was prepared tg keep the matter
berfectly secret it King thought it necessary.,
been brought oyt on the “Glatton” and Colnett carried a letter
from Mr. Copper, in Lord Hobart’g department, saying that it

Dlace twelve months”, Colnett offered to enter into g bond to
bring her back to Sydney if the Bovernment failed '
King’s €mancipation of her. King replied that he d
50, but made gpn offer: “If you wij write me officially that she
has brought forward any conspiracy, ete. on the Voyage [as
Colnett had said she had] 1 Will give hep 4 conditiong] emanci-
bation on landing.” King also offered tg give her g conditionga]
Pardon on the King’s birthday, June 4, if she were of good he-

i But she could not leave the
colony. *

There were conflicts between King and Colnett While the latter
rémained in bort and Colnett Spent his leisure time on the voy-
age home Preparing a report on King ang his colony Wwhich he
presented to the Admiralty on hig return to Englang, King hag

* The woman wag eranted a conditiona) emancipation by King in
December, 1804, and it was made ahsolute by Macquarie in 1810,

Ac e
ing to Colnett she was of good parents and was tl‘anspo;—ted for ste(;?fxfg
40 shillings,
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. dation
ot given accommo
e itably, Colnett was n a grant of land—
reated him mhr?;sgllowed a horse, was refused a g-iilltihe place”.
ashore, he wa;gcame more and more disgusted wi n should go
B . x\0: bad ctomised fhsk the woms |
that King ha his promise! He also
He stated ” and then broke his p 5 el
: “Glatton” an / his gaining
i tlzeshfr had been responsible on the boazofgiicts ; King,
.Sfa;f)gnf:taion as to upset all the pl‘Cge?tSmth:Et his disgraceful
in P uire ro i
tt, “having acquir i f mankind,
went onb C::)(I)Irlrfmanding and abusing the vilest pi;t I?im and re-
y fgrgot all decent conduct to those be{;e;is time-serving
E hati his equals, treating all alike excep his strictures: he
o Ort ”. Not even the harbor escaped hi of the place
fywpﬂaﬁoi a little difficulty from the narrg“;féﬁ“—‘znd ot s
. Jfuici: eongh to prsrentiutita S S high water”
20 e qter depth of water than four fa.thomsot wider than the
b gll-fa hannel's “greatest breadth [was] n lared the poverty
a}? i }jr;adth” "Hvery oo Ek B Shm;f '(ligfngs called Sydney
ship’s : ompare ‘the bui le-
of the soil” “‘“f heocgéllllircthai a miserable Portuguese sett
town ok
ment.” in’s disappointment gave
Captain’s dis z se
eport that the ake up his ca
'Thio ac%‘éerﬁztrpgl’suade - g?;emglrer?:dtc.)sotne weight with
rise i idently c issen-
) : it evi a5 he dissen
against Kling. ereBcl;;tinually receiving acc_';_':;::; uofmtc:r& In
officials who w and the mili =
the Governor an King began by ex
sions between t’s dispatch to King
Lord Hobar » ent of the colony
November, 1803, he continued improvem ¥
: is pleasure at the t not conceal from yo
M s ok Phtane bars time 1ty is satisfactory view
| prat(Ataton T s by d?lse:a;ﬁi;ed "y the
that the g is in a great deg : feobh
: : : isted betwee
of the mtua.tg;;erences which have so long :‘Lb; which, T am
unfortu:;a:ﬁe military officers of thedcgmtr;y'{;he commander of
you an have latterly extende 1e to recom-
rve, i have led me
sorry to Observe These considerations ication for permis-
H.M.S. ‘Glatton :esty to comply with your al?pll'i::_t;’nt trust with
mend to his Ma‘:c Rape” 65, s00rs as ;h? l?l?e hands of some
ion to return n be placed in e
:ﬁ?ch you are cha.rg"-'de::ise the duties thereof, free from thi

to ez ; ached such an

son competent i arty which has re 5

p;:mtion L Bk spliztoi?lief words, In the eyes of the govern
o)

t.!I
ing heigh i
‘T had failed.
‘i) ed only for leave of absence to present his case,

a commission of inguiry

ala

In the eyes of King and of the military
| tailing
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Tice the former had been defeated, the latter were still
Imphant, King, like Hunter, wag to be replaced, It hag
not occurred to the government to replace the Corps and tq
maintain, as Hunter hag advised, successive regiments in the
colony for only short terms
The ° mpetent person’ lected to take King’s Place was Oz
tain Bl gh, on the récommendation of Sir Joseph Banks, King
returned to En land in 1807 Wwith, as he said, “the approbation
of a self-ap]_arming tonscience ang clean hands, My childrer
- are not enriched beyond the savings out of my pay (of
which I am ignorant), [but] I win take care that no part of my
conduct shall cost them, or any of my friends, g sigh or a blush
He did not sy e for long hig Supersession. He died on Sep-
tember 3, 1808 A few days afterwards news reached England







