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their weapons are as much a threat to the \\_‘orld as ‘(rumv and SS 20 missiles in I' llt:f{pl,[
This is Project lceberg's first publication dcs_u.f:ncl:l to m'furm peup]ul about the importance o
the issue of warships and to encourage opposition to their presence in the region.

NUCLEAR WARSHIPS. WHY ARE THEY HERE?

When the first atomic bombs massacred the \\'hatlis clear is t_hdt both the Americans An_r]
people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, military forces the Soviets nggressnvelly confront each (l'lher in
dominated the entire Pacific. Since then the Asia / the region and are intent on escalating the
Pacific region has been the site of continual confrontation.

confrontation between the two major Superpowers.
Australia is part of that confrontation

US AND SOVIET FORCES

In comparing the position of the two major
competitors in the arms race it is important to
remember their differences. Historically Soviet forces
in the East have been mostly land-based. American
forces have been sea based, supported by hundreds
of hases in foreign nations long distances from the
US mainland, effectively making the Pacific an
American lake.

Both the Americans and the Sowviets deploy
intercontinental nuclear weapons on  board
submarines in the Pacific Ocean. Both are increasing
the number and sophistication of the submarines and
the weapons; the USSR with the Typhoon, the US
with the Trdent. A conservative estimate of the

number of these strategic nuclear weapons would be
about 2000,

The build-up of the navy under Reagan has
centred around aircraft carrier task forces “designed
primarily for offensive force projection against Soviet
land targets - among other things - to eripple the
Soviet Navy in its home port” (Secretary of the Navy
John Lehman). The US Pacific forces will soon
receive the majority of the 1800 Cruise missiles now
on order to be carried by B-52G bombers at Guam
ind the ships of the Seventh Fleet.

The Navy 1s the one branch of the nuclear forces
where the US is not seriously matched by the USSR‘
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nuclear weapons would be constantly ready oy o))

ical weapons are currently being deployed Such fears are well founded. There have been
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d ¢ accide ereial nuelear reactors. (.
. These weapons are part of the many accidents in commercia
F oml'“"l‘i!mvivloe:ildnuc|eal‘ war’, or ‘theatre war, there are more military reactors than there are
B~ | eft)i‘w?]y capable of being used in a battlefield commercial reactors, it seems reasonable to assume
i i i i ion has meant that there have been many accidents that we have
tlyready on all available ships sipc af than globally. Their II'I(I’DdI-l‘CUﬂ" Y 1 many

z‘illﬁ:ﬁzn} in‘ Ehu Pacific  is (um-ul“;l I nu & mﬁhi;ld of :i;!; myth of 'deterrence’ (when weapons not heard about (for "security” reasons)
confrontationRear Admiral La Roque (retired) |ya. were built for ‘show’ rather than for use) and leads The major danger which nuclear weapons pose to
said that; i to the real possibility of a first-strike attack. the world is the very real possibility of their
My experience has been that any ship that ;s RADIATION FOR PORT PHILIP BAY? :e:zger:alnf n;e;d BL‘]EV::\;'H’;E’}‘\‘(I :‘\:«Irlrl\. ;I\sl.‘\ ‘\:|”I.\‘.::|Ir‘.
capable of carying nuclear weapons carries 1y There 'are no contingency plans to deal with an :I;t:ga ltcfl‘n[‘mlum: i Iw;--JuI\ bt T
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STRATEGIC NUCLEAR WEAPONS dangers posed by high-level radiation in Port Philip i endly ships’ and ‘“friendly weapona”

The Soviet Pacific fleet numbe

hich carr B‘ai'yll‘l:"n%! Australian Atomic Energy Commission now

continue to be subject to technical and human error
warshipswith over 130 submarines,

Radiation does not distinguish between friends and
ballistic missiles. These ships mainly operate out of monitors  radiation levels during visits and is e;:e(rlr]‘\e‘s_ ’ e ; T
9 haﬁ:?s in lh;-lléék- : j e sumés%: e ]caotirdinra'tle g;;?a;mfggﬁls(\%a‘twﬁiim;uﬂ Below is a list of a few of the incidents that have
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p - . 2 : 82). All the time these ships are in port the Energy
forl R L e el R e Fleer Commission cannot check safety procedures on board
visits. This is one part of the way

our trusted allies vessels for reasons of military
‘action brings its violence to bear on security.(AAEC report)

Even Sir Philip Baxter, the former head of the
Australian Atomic Energy Commission, and a leading
figure in the pro-nuclear lobby, has warned;

T personally would be unhappy about the
wdea of nuclear powered ships of any kind coming
mnto ports, for example like Sydney ... I think with
the advent of nuclear ships if is going to be
necessary to build nuclear poris  where the ships a o
can come in, be properly serviced and go out again, o Lo B =
i ot LN o th centee of a dense population [ RELORE Uss ERTUSRIE OH VeSiEL of FEAE
of some millions.” AT o0 S AR R

in Evidence to the Ranger Inguiry, 21/10/75

DATE AND VESSEL o

DESCRIPTION AN
A May 27 1968 US Nuclear Powered Submarine {Scorpion)
YOU BET! '

st al  sea. Cause undetermined but possibly

i . i in . fle the associated with a collision two months earlier.
@ I'he largest submarine in the US f t o

| powered ships that visit SRt AliG Hperates in the Pacific, but is not w 1968 Sovi 2 (Navy Mag. July 1968)

the control of Fl’he Pacific Command. It is likely t 865 53 E‘"“':ﬁt Submarine G.Class Submarine sank while cruising the Pac ) miles

the Typhoon, the Russian submarine that is © NW of Hawaii) after a series of explosions on board:

larger than the Trident, will also be deploye ! i The sub. carried nuclear-armed t

Pacific in 1984. The Typhoon carr R

- nature of these visits is clear
ern ports coincide with
‘great military triumphs”, like the
Sea. The “goodwill” nature of the
0 an attempt get us used to the
presence of military hardware,
to show the nuclear nature of the
d the myth of peace through arms
warships. Bill Hayden now
Affairs once said “If US ships
1 in oier region would drop
are we would have to start

e

does.

(New York Times 19/3/76)
. < f -4, 1 = 3
warkeads (from I to 12 warheads on ea h‘ - Nov. 4, 970 US Destrayer Goldsbarough Boiler explosion 8 miles NW Taiwan2 killed, 4
missiles). The Trident has 24 missiles 'I""' i (Visited Melbaurne 1982) injured. The destroyer was armed with nuclear ASROC
o independently targetable \I\-.n-mi-.i..u e 4nd TARTAR missilog
warheads, each equivalent to five Hiroshimas T - . 5
Nov. 1975 US Guided (San Francisco Chronicle 11/2/70)
2 mEmnm” After a crash with the aircraft carrier JF KENN )Y
during manosuvres in the Medite ranean, the Belknap
A suffered extensive fires. Both the Belknap and the JF
BUILDER LAUNCH SYSTEM  DESCRIPTION

KENNEDY contain nuclear weapons.

Surface/sub Nuclear (Newsweek 8/12/75)
depth cha A disabled submarine discharged highly radioactive
Air/surface/sub Nuclear/Lonve

cooling water into the harbour. Radiation le at two
nearby public beaches reached over 50 times the
Bovernment limit.
“At least nine collisions of nuclear armed submarines
over the past ten years, many with Soviet submarines”
(New York Times 20/1/76)
Brisbane “The warship ploughed stern first into the
wharf three times. A hole big enough for a man to
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crawl through was punched into the stern
( Herald 19/7/83)




A NUCLEAR-FREE AND
INDEPENDENT PACIFIC

to having a free ren in the Pacific, has lat
the Soviets using their one-time
Bay in Vietnam and regard this as
The Russians at the same time see the superio
the US Navy i the Pacific and accuse the
expansionism claiming merely to be
maintain a presence against overwhelming od

The people of the Pacific have suffered from t
presence of nuclear for many
Weapons tests began on the Marshall Islands in
1946, and have since taken place in
elsewhere in Micronesia, and in French P
well as on mainland China. Over 210 nuc
have been exploded in the South Pau vy
French still test at Murorora
regional nations.

The build-up of weapons and wa
People who live in the region are not at
determine how their own countries should be run. It

from Australia by Liberal PM Billy

15 obviously of great importance to t
that they be able to maintain their bas
the Pacificc so they will be actively
moves towards independence or no
indigenous people.

Opposition to warships is part of the movement
for a nuclear-free and independent Pacific and points
out Australia’s role in the escalation of the arms
race. Actions overseas and in Australia have been
successful drawing public attention to the nuclea
ships issue but much more can be done in (he
future.

A group called ‘Project Iceberg has been set up I
publicise the impact of warships bo cally and
internationally, and to organise di
the visits of nuclear armed and powered w: |r-h|1
Australian ports.

This leaflet is the first of a series that we Wil
produce concentrating on warsh

The name “lceberg” comes from a group that Wi
established in 1983 in Perth to oppose the
warships, it refers to the fact that warships
the “tip of the iceberg”.

Project leeberg meets regularly in Melbourne ‘Iu--‘l
provide speakers for groups, of furtht
information. Support is also welcomed
‘Project lceberg’
¢/o The Environment Centre
285 Lt.Lonsdale st.
Melbourne 3000,
r phone (03) 663 1428




