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‘ofers don’t noed to fecl guilty that they can’t
enthuse about the Oktober election. So far i
s been & non event, with neither side dealing
with the real issues that cancem the people with such
urgency. Until new it has been all about tax and
Aeadership and nothing shout matters of real imponance.

The shole tax debate is & red heming ta hide the real
intent of the Howard Grovernment fo introduce a GST
which will muke the poar even poorer and the wealithy
swealthier, v ensure that hisrich mates maintain their
lifistyle and profit, with the promise that if we take the
il medhcanc with the good, we will, one day, be able 10
enjoy the good lifc created by their spiralling profits.

Wo serious debate about the real cnsis, that of declung
services in every ares of need and in the huge increase in
paventy and declining living standards for the vast
mjority.

Mo senots debate or policies about the nsing jobless.
! it st

e stale
Mo real solutions to the declining hospital standards and
L -

deplorabl standard:
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And 32% in the morc advanced nations have.
less than §4 and 1% in the industrialised
world (like ours) have less than ST1.

That the 3 richest individuals in the world
possess more than the total pross domestis
product of the poores! 48 countrics, the 15
richest people have more than the fotal GDP
of sub Sahiaran Africa and the 32 nichest
more than that of South Asia. That for §6
billion a year more, basic education could
become universal. This is half the amount
that the US and Eurape speqd on perfume

That satisfying everyane's basic food needs
waould cost 513 billion. In ¢omparison
Furope and the US spend $17 billion a year on pet food,
Europe’s annual consumption of cizareltes tolals S50
billion, world drug taking accounts for $400 billion and
military expenditure $780 billion.

@Fthe 4.4 billion people in developing countries three
fifths lack basic sanitation, one third have no safe
dnnking water, one quarter have inadequate housing,

‘which affect law income pople’s health. Nota word about
the J06K) af least. families waiting for 10 years or more
for public housing. the only form of housing they can
affond. Nodimg dboui the position of people having 1o
‘attend Court without any form of legal aid. Certainly no

one fifth are and in the ‘wealthy’
countries (such as ours) 200 million were not expected
10 live 1o 60 years of age, 100 million were homeless
amd 37 million were unemployed

The United States, the richest country in the world in

or terms of income per hiead, is last in a new UN league
Ty by in this Y tableof 17, ies for poverty. Angl
“lucky country’. Where are the policies for saving our  countries fill four of the bottom six places, and Australia
s and which will isin 12* place

Justice to which they arc entitled?

The United Nations recently released its latest Report

on Human Development. lis findings do little to

encourage us 1o belicve that those who control the worlds
B i

The United Nations Report found-

Tha in developing countrics L3 billion people live on

the equivalent of less than $1 per day.

So when we look ar our election, which our Prime
PMinister claims i the most important clection we have
had for many years, think about the above and ask
yourself, even though neither major Party has come
up with solutions to our real problems, which Party
hias the best interests of the majonity of the people at
heart? In our current economic crisis and its impact
on Australia, we don't want what the Prime Minister
calls the ‘best economic managers’, because they
manage for the small percentage of the richest in our

e,
. FronfLine i an independent, progressive,
| monthly newspaper sugponted by a number of un-
| lon and community groups. 1 is published 10 times
| per year and 15,000 copies are distnibuted each
| month 10 Subscribers and around Mel-
. boume and its suburbs and through

couniry Viloria. FrantLine aims to

sociaty, help build effective community

| action, &nd project & naw vision of the son of

| egalilarian, coliectivie! and democratic society that
ordinary people want 16 busd

| TEsearched writing thal is neither dogmatic nor heg-

]
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| foring in style. FrontLine is produced by voluntary  Editorial Co-orinator: Marion Harper

S
Iabour, and all money raised is used (o cover diret
prinling, production and postage costs. We roly on
::.b:arlpﬁnm and donations to keep alive. Can you
Number 49 . October 1997 ISSN 1321-
4403 Print post approved 381 6T
00226 Subscriplions are $10 for 1 year,
Donations always welcome. Printed by
Figment, Fitzioy and produced by union
labour, Letters on relevant issues arg invited
and should not excead 250 words. Letters should
b typed and include phone contact
Frontine resenves the right nat 1o publish lotters
or unsalicited articles, and te oul io length,

econemy. and the vast majority really don’t count with
the Liberal party.

‘We need policies which will end privatisation and return
thase services sold to private enterprise to the people.

We wainl a massive injection of funds into public housing,
so that no family in Australia is without 2 secure
affordable home.

We wantour state education system (o be restared (o i
formerposition as the only taxpayer funded educa
&y free secular. and compulsory, and-thase whe
el s S private aliernative to do so at
theirawn cost

We want our public hospital system fo remain public,
and we want a restoration of staff o ensure that all those
who need a bed are able 1o obtain one.

We want a system of nursing homes, government owncd
and funded, and we want those using those facilities 1o
enjoy a peacefil, affordahle and dignificd final years in
quality homes.

Wewant our taxes to be used to re- emplay those workers
t who were sacked from public service jobs, so that we
canonce more enjoy efficient, affordable services
wee want genuine employment in areas that provide for
community needs.

nd

We want unions to be respected and their conditions of
work and their nght 1o organise to be enshrined in law
We want Local Government 1o be a third tier of
Gavermnment, legislatively ensured and respected by other
iers of Government as an independent and publicly
recognised form of Government.

We want the banks controlled so that they serve the
cammunities whose money they use.

We want our environment protected and 2 ban on all
TR mining and on the destruction of protected
While we don't expect to et these policies under capitalisan
Mn\mw:dumnddtﬂmlhcnmula!lm.
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On Multlnatlunal Agreement on Investment (MA1)

13th Ocruber, 1998
Ron Neave, Glenhuntly 1163

Frontline,

1 join those people who are seckil
tion about the Multinational Agreement on
investment (MAI) As I understand it, if rati-
fied. the MAI would be the major interniation-
al, legally binding agreement governing inter-
national investment flows. Tt would provide o
*free kick’ to multinational corporations to
ride over the top of local industry.

The Australian people must be informed about
the details of the Agreement, which can have
serious implications for the future of our coun-
try. The Federal Government must tell us what
1ts position is in relation to this vital matter.

“Let them stay

| combined network of over 10:000
t Austrabinns stand ready o defy

0 behall of Fast

kers, but more help is

needed...
1650 East Timorese secking political asvlum in
some having fled the Dili massacre of

stay

still waiting 1o know if they

these war-traumatised people
Australia continues to be full of uncerta
r testimonies of |

ther dust as the Goverament

argue  that th
g former
Timor) for help. The &
ot lost

this notion was

while in Opposition
hoaf Mr. K

fion, a Poi

The Sanctuary Network, an ol
ated by Josephite nuns in Sy
the Government e
st Timol

e b
rdinated public pled)

ments ke

scale,

Tharby ssary. Further
Network sces the Governments m
af East Timorese s a
sion ¢ eful ical neglec
Timor and belicves that a just resolution for
will contribute towards a shifi in
obstructive position o0 East

Timorese sclf-determ

ary Network has been suc-

While the San

Shouldn't they let the Australian people know
if they have any reservations about it?
Shouldn’t they outline what is the process of
thorough public consultation to be followed
Pprior to any decision to ratify the treaty?

Why the secrecy?

Are other countries and international compa-
nies to have the right to veto commercial and
political decisions of Australia’s”

Are they to impose their will on Australia?

Isn’t it time for the Government to come clean?

R

“In East Timor they tormure
us physically; in Australia

they do it mentally

Juntary reloc

effective acti

ympathy i

ing the Network in some
isational

Please consider

capacity at individual or o
level. For more information ring or write to:

R mistaken
opinion

When the Coalition came into off
debt was about 30%

Domestic Product (GDP) by
standards is a very satisfying ratio. In fact during
the Liberal Party's heyday under Boite it w 0%
and nobody regarded it as anything out of the ardi-
nary.

Nor is it, eurrently, The European Unian (inchiding
Biritain, France, Germany, ltaly etc) wishes to intro-
duce a comman currency - the Eura - and one of
the requirements of is Memioers is that ther deth
than 60% o el GOP. Uil vany
o v g

Wonldn't it be’ hnwverly

Howard's proposed income tax culs give
$4,492 10 incomes over $100,000 and $240
lo incomes under $10,000. Wouldn't it be
Iuvverly il it were the other way around!

se who really need it could be giv-
92 and those don't need any more
could have the $240.

ead of talking about the politics of




Goes On

pEcourse, it is a disease that has long-term
15 on these young bodics.

I the mine have largely gone to outsiders
nall amount of revenue from the mine flows
ATSIC, to the land council, to tourism
i and to fund services which we here in
It or Melboumne take for granted as being
Iment services.

iy, among the top 20 sharcholders in N
RaIent company of ERA, are the Victorian

WSpork Accident Commission and the

BF Authority. It is a sad day when

inded organisations ostensibly

Ublic hiealth invest in activities which
ofother Ausiral

0 houses alongside o river into

that people who live in a
10 live much beyond he -

of 40. People in this area use bore
water instead of collecting rainwater
{rom their rooftops; the reason is that
the radon in the air is very dangerous,
Jabiluka and the township of Jabiru
may be very beautiful. but they arc alsa
very deadly places in which ta live.

The Howard Government's plans to
grant statehood to the Northern
Tcmlnry are extremely disturbing,
given the territory’s record on
Aboriginal and environmental issues
Senator Hill has already flagged his
intention of using the new
Environment  Protection  and
Biodiversity Conservation Bill to give
the Northern Territory representation
on the Uluri and Kakadu boards of
1. Given

PRSI, U BT,

own lands, such a presence is likely o gencroe

significant conflict

The Democrats want three conditions attached to
statehood: the provisions in Malcolm Fraser’s
1976 Northern Territory Land Rights legislation
should be maintained, so that the Statc
Government cannot compulsorily acquire
Aboriginal lands. Secondly, the environment
should be protected. Finally, protection of human
rights should be made a condition of statehood,
with priority given to abaolishing the Territory’s
Mandatory Sentenci ws, which have been used
against some profesiers,

The Democrats recently lodged a request with the
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission
for an inquiry into allegations of police brutality
towards protesters, We called on HREOC 1o
establish whether the Northern Territory police
Australia’s commitment 1 the

were breachin
Intemational Covenant on Civil and Political Righis,
which requires that no should be subject
t0 “degrading treatment”, and that “all persons
deprived of their liberty shall be treated with
humanity and with respect for the inherent digmity
of the human person

sone
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There is no doubt about it - puttin;
the blockade is hard w
that hundreds of citizens
professionals, and even an §5-year old

It is remarkable

students,

woman in a wheelchair - have travelled by
bus, sometimes over a period of 48 hours,
from the major cities to join the blockade
They have shown incredible solidanity with
the Mirrar people. Some imternational tourisis
have extended their trips to join the protest,
in dishelief that uranium mining could oceur
within the borders ofa World Heritage Arca
Their dedication and willingness to put up
with harsh conditions is a cause for hope i
whal we are being told is an era of apathy

They know that the fight is not just about
Jabiluka but also about what will come after
il. The Howard Government has we
the uranium genie out of the bol

“...the fight is not just about Jabiluka but

also about what will come after il.”

and truly |
The ALP ha

| W omen .

Traditional owner of the land: Yvonne Margarula

policy; now, there is a vas
mines dotted around
and Mt

uraniun
Beverley, Honeymoon,
Australia. to Maureen, W
in Queensland and Mulg
Turee Creck and Many

We are yei
maxim
oups of comn

events in Jabiluka.
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Delivering an unexpected

blow 1o the privates

re-printed from Inside Corporate America by Gregory Palast

t has not been noted in the British pre:
but the US is in the midst of soeialist
revolution, Last month, the State of New
York DE-PRIVATISED the Lox
electric ystem, borrowing SUS S8 hillion, the
largest public financing in US history-to buy out
sharcholders,
This followed government take-overs of
stogkholder water companies. State owned water
authorities now serve eight out of ten US
households and are heading toward total control
of the markeL

Yet for Britain’s elite, it remains an article of faith
that, world-wide, government ownership is on the
mun. One Financial Times headline “Privatisation 1s

s typical of the riumphant

rboard low and middle income customers,
mred 74

y insured eredit unic ¢
e rising faster than

customers. Their ass
of the commercial ba

By the end of 1997, the outstanding capitalisation

of the US’s largest government supported
enterprises, including the federal morgage bank:
surged 1o SUUS 285 trillion four times Britain's
outstanding government debit.

by
up with the poor service and high price:
stockholder utilitics.

On the first day of the g
ricity bills dropped 19

ans affer tens of the
gned a Declaration

50 WE'VE PRIVATISED ALL THE
LAND, WATER .GAS AND ELECTRICITY
NOW WHATS NEXT P
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What is @ Fair and Efficient System?
What 15 a fair and cfficicnt system? Nat just one
that produces efficiency and prediciability in the
scimimy, ot s importanily, ohe Wl EERermes
the smeame we need o proper communi
sy 0es, and hat creates greater fimess in income,
wealth and opportunitics. What are these Kinds of
typical “New Right™tax reforms? Broadly. they are
those which cut government spending and reduce
the size of the govenment; transfer the burden of
tax from the nch o the poor; shift the main emphasis
of tax collection from taxing income {which can be
adjusted for faimess at the poimt of collection) to
axing spending (which cannot, and thus requires
complex “gompensation’ measures), and more
. those measures which* free up the market®
for business by moving tax away from the business
and production end of the economic eyele and an.
1o the consumption end: and by reducing the rates
of company tax. The government package does all
of these things. The Howard Govemment naturally
emphasized the second set of reasons - the need
for an efficient and fair system 10 replace an
and unfair one - as its dominant motive,
Soit’s useful to compare the povernment's claims
Hbomﬂw‘mg!ﬁu'mles‘ofdmpnacnl system with
its actusl condition. For a start, the Eovemmen
says we need a major shift o a new GST, because
of at least three problems in the present system, «

1 B_ama-e Australian income tax levels are (oo
higzh, and we are SqUECZINg iNCome camers g
Tiard {and risk 2 *loss of incentive’ people will
stop working )

2 Bm-anu inany case, it’s becoming too hard to
wlln_cg incomie Lax ¢ of much more
sophisticated avoidance technigues, and GST
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Tax fiddie, Australia burns

is much simpler to collect and harder to avoid and
3 Because we need a new tax that will grow as the
costs of government grow, and GST is the best
avalable. All of these reasons are dubious, when

we look more elosely at the actual structure of our
present tax structure, and compare it 10 other similar
Coumtrios geuch as the 25 or so OECD countiles of
Europe and America which have developed
indusirial economics and a broad range of
govemnment programs),

“Structural’ Problems of our Tax System
What are the real *structural” problems of our tax
system?

First, the stand out structural feature of Australia’s
tax system, compared with other OECD countries,
is that the total revenue that our governments
generate from tax and other sources (and therefore
the total amount available for community and
Bovernment services) is almost the lowest in the
OECD. In 1995 our total public revenue was
equivalent toabout 35% of GDP (the value of total
national economic output in one year), while the
average rate for OECD countries was about 44%
of GDP. This means in practice that if Australia’s
total revenue rates were raised o the level of the
OECD average {a reasonable benchmark for
fairness) we would have something like an extra
540 billion (ie 40 thousand million) per year for
schools, healtheare, social security, job programs
ele. - some of the main areas of needed spending.

In fact we are {as My Keating boasted in his famous
1988 budget speech) one of the ‘leanest “and
certainly one of the “meanest® countrics in the
OECD. The effect of running such a low level of
FEVENUE 15 quite obvious. We are bound 1o achicve
much lowerlevels of decent service provision than

other countries. The government did not even

mention this huge shortfall, surprisingly. I_ were
really concerned with proper funding for g(‘u:d
community services. But it L surprising when
wou remember that, as Ken Davidson pointed out,
Since 1977, eight of the nine elections (counting
the 1998 one) have lanzely heen about cutting taxes
for middie class swinging volers There is one other
consequence of having such a low tax buse. [tmeans
we nre less able to use the tax system (o make a
fairer society, by redisiributing income and wealth
And this brings us (o a sccond stand out feature of
the Australian tax scene, which has also been
carefully ignored by the Coalition and Labor.

Australia Unequal?

In the past decade Australia has become one of the
most unegual countries in the industrialised world
in the distribution of primary {ic camed) income.
Income inequality is normally measured by
comparing the différence between the earnings of
ihe top 20% of eamers with those of the bottom
20%. Studies by the United Nations Development
Program and the World Bank in the past few years
show that the ratio for Australia is around 9.5 10 |
(e, the top 20% earn nine and a halftimes what the
battom 20% eam). This is the highest ratio of all
QECD countries, higher even than the USA, and
double the *inequality ratio; of Japan (4.3 to 1) and
e Neteriatids (45 t 1) What Uiis suggests for
“structural” tax reform is very clear. Our tax
system needs to be much more progressive; ie o
tax the income of the
rich more and the poor less.

2o we already collect too much income tax?
The Coalition says we can't collect any mare
meome tax., that we're already squeezing this tax
sgurce too hard; Labor doesn't really disagree. 1s
this true? Largely, no. Australian PAYE taxpayers
on lowand middle incomes do pay similar income
taxrates Lo those in the OECD; but the total amount
taken in income tax (ineluding higher incomes and
campany profits) is significantly lower than the
QECD. An important feature of OECD countries
1ax systems s that we don't have social securnity
cantributions, which are effectively a specialiscd
Lax on income to finance a particular social Program
(ke Medicare). In the OECD, the burden on this
contribution generally falls more heavily on
wealthier taxpayers and on corporations. If you
inelude social security payments in ‘income tax’,
as Ken Davidson recently pointed out, income tax
in OECD countries makes up about 52% of total
taxes, compared 1o 53% in Australia. So there is
definitely room to expand taxes based on income
and earming, and 1o make them more Pprogressive
The govemment says that higher tax rates would
“kill the incentive to wark’. This is an old chestnut
ﬂm_a as never broadly lrue except at the extremes,
hutin any case, conservative governments have
never applied it cqually in practice. Their usunl
approach to ereate ‘incentives” varies according (o
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n their own
but a party
bad enough that

ineame, as Kenneth Gal
g0 The rich need lower taxes, and the poor need
Jawer wages. 1t also hypocritical for the Coalition
o claim (as Labor did bef
move 1o consumplion La

FOR THE RECORD

RICH AND POOR

ity Lucxembiourg is the world's richest country according

10 the World Bank's Iates World Devebopment Indscators
| Measured by parchsing-powse pardy (which sdpsts far

dif

1) thal we have 1o

5 biec

se these
too hard to collect income tax when tax avoidanc
6 5o sophisticated. Who exactly are they talking

about here?

e in Iing cos). Luxembourg's GDP per bead
SE34.480 in 1996 L

and rampant rac
lisat

For ordinary PAYE taxpayers (mostofus), s very
difficult to avoid inc
government to collect it. The people it's harder to
gollect from are the rich, the John EIl

Rupert Murdochs

as well as
with access
trusts and tax

GOP per parson

i - T T
T | ] g
thing their U I | - a
cal problems, We might ask, for example | [————
why the Coalition government wound up the special spite its attempts (o s iat for the | | - o
it of Australia’s 100 richest viduals set wider and more important issues, | | . |
¢ late in the day) by Labor? As ACOSS e || ::.__ o
pointed out, the actions proposed in the present  game. of making J———— o
package to hit tax dodgers and ban the main  was to run a scare cam, l P a
avoidance schemes are pathetically tokenistic. What  shy away from bigger is: ——1 a8
about really punishing the notorious corporate  are being insulted. If all that ‘ o o
“transfer pAGINEY schamies and ‘tax havens’ byl . clcction is.a few dol —m— o
campanics doing business in Australia? Whatabout _other tax packages, we might as well ask our |l ....._.= lll
tatal prohi Tbacked up Wit prosectfions  Relehior ¥ e 1o Tl s how we e i
and gaol sentences) of tax trusts that have gb  should re there many w__ =
legitimate purpose other than avoiding whatwould — importan 1= —— =1
otherwise be the fair and proper tax contnibution fas - =l
ofthe avoiding taxpayer? Buthow likely is this when s ||
we discover that over half of the current Coalition penda. These o o |
Ministers themselves have family trusis? mine the kind of socie g |
@/
The real issues for the next cenfury ]
It was bad enough that the Coalition carefully 1k
designed their tax pack the main purpose g i
of making it the primary issue for an election; and |§
bad enough that they called tf e e ¥ r = ar i i sove vone [ -ﬂ‘g
months early. It's bad enough that they dishonestly, SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW | L U —; |

CENTRE FOR URBAN AND SOCIAL RESEARCH

and probably illegally, spent $10-15 millien of public
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_mast recent Cnmmunwenhh Girants Commission

New employees will automatically be em-
d by the Sehool Council

- School Councils will have the power to fire staff.

School Councils will be empowered to enter
o workplace agrecments.

do not need 1o have much imagination 10 see
as a means of substantially reducing the sal

h any person,
dy or agency for the employment or engagement
F teachers, principals or allied staff This is the
t enables employees to be re-

- moved from the source of their employment. In

the same way as a Patrick sham subsidiary, Schoc

Councils are obviously completely dependent on
third party funding, in this case, the State Govern-
ment. Also like Patrick’s, the funding can be
stopped at any time - valngSchool Council :ﬁ\
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lucation

“We have a serious ﬂghf on our hands”

aged to have more business people on their

s (rather than community representative

! seek sponsorship (e.g. Charter School
real estate agents). The govemning bodies will be
able to buy property and enter into various co
mercial contracts. Se will also be able to form
contractual agreements with private schools to pro-
vide services and/or facilities.

S Y L b v B s 1o

have the power to sack a
Self(mwmmg School Coungil. If this happens,
only those teachers tormerly employed under the
Teaching Service Act will have a right to return to
a school under the control of the Department of
Education. All other employees may be dismissed
without any compensation or payment of acerued
henefits such as LSL. entitlements.

There does not appear to be any mechanism
thich a School Council who opts 1o become a
i it did not
to continue as a Self Governing School

It is inappropriate for School Council mem-

rs to provide their voluntary labour to undertake
ide range of employment tasks currently per-
med by the Department of Education. It cer-
isn't why parents stand for School Couneil.

The Government has allocated $3.6 million
99 and $7.5 million in 1999-2000 so there
initial financial inducements. After that,

| be pressured to replace short-falls in
ment money with sponsorship and ‘partner-

eaded by cxecu-
tlie private business sector. The Minis-
stated that these schoals will be encour-

make des 5 about matters which mvolve labour
law, corporate law, contract and law of equity. Th
will become directly involved in industrial dispul
Couneil members will need to have an unde:

ing of their legal liabilities and lawful obligations and
the consequences of their acts, errors and omis

As you would understand, Self Goveming Scho
Schools of the Third Millennium is not a “reform’
jzned to “strengthen the Govemnment school sys-
tem’”, as Victonia's Minister for Education claims.
ik, an illusion, designed to
stem and the rights of its employees.

mentation, and to develop alternative policy if they
L ing closely with fwo
of the three statewide parents’ groups.

As well, we have had 1o educate our own members
and school communities. many of whom were not

geiting the cormect information through the
schouls. It has become a battle of memos between
the AEU and the Department.

On May 27th, stopwork meetings around the state
cjected Self Goveming Schools. Members agreed
on a range of actions o ry and stop schools choas-
ing o become Self G werning including
the school level:
inform the community:
and

letterhoxing school neighbourhoods.

Fﬂ!cefu.! Assembly

1f a school does vote to become a Governing

School we will be calling on the Victorian Trades

Ml Council and other tnions o jom us ina “peace—

ful assembly” outside thai school (leamt something
om the MUA).

Trades Hall Coun upporting us and has agreed
1o participate in our .n.t\ n. [t has also distributed
tions to inform their
of clai
as a first step in
of obtaining an Award. This
hool Councils what
becoming Self Governing means

At this stage there only seems to be a tiny sumbe:
schools seriously considering becoming Self
too many. Our most recent
2 rejection of Self
s agreeing with the state-
ment “This is simply an atternpt to pi
This res uld also be seen in the
numerous ,n.u.“mh\hu.. the Victorian cl

aresounding 86% belicve it will
fide between rich and poor schc

long term [‘thl\
full, forcing a ¢
they realise that there are
f government (which the
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THE COST TO TAKPAYERS OF HOWARD'S
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WIK LEGISLATION ...

ith the help af renegade Senator Harradine, the

Coalition Government pushed through Prime
Minister Howard's 10 Point Wik Legislation, but ane
must ask, at what cost to the Australian people”

Both farmer and Aboriginal groups warned of'a rash

of court challenges in the future. Aboriginal groups

throughout Australia were highly critical of the

legislation, saying it eflectively wiped out native title
#  rights and wrecked the conciliation process.

The Government elaimed the 10 point Wik plan, a
400 page legislation was the result of eight months
consultation and was boih fair to farmers, mining
companies and Aborigines

Whan the legislation did was tear the guts out of the
Native Title Act. The 10 Point Plan means pastoralists”
rights have been inereased substantially and taxpayers
will foot the bill for any native title compensation.

Linder this plan, Federal and State Governments will
pay compensation to indigenous people who can prove
native title on pastoral lease land. The value of the
pastoral properties will increase and it is therefore a
wonderful profit for individuals paid for by the
mxpayen

HOWARD HELPS THE BATTLERS.

Individuals who stand to gain include the world’s
wealthiest man, the Sultan of Brunei, whose Northern

Territory pastoral leases of 6.1 million hectares,
amount fo an area five times greater than greater
Sydney. Others who stand to gain are Janet Homes

A'Court, the nation’s wealthiest woman

Kerry Packer’s Consolidated Pastoral Company has
extensive leases among its 4.5 million hectares which

ater Sydney

Then there is Hugh McLachlan, the cousin of Federa!
Defence Minister lan McLachlan, the largest
Australian land owner with 4.5 million hectares,

The Democrats |
31 named Feder
from the Cog

tyearasked in Parliament whether

I politicians, almest all of whom werc
lition, and had pastoral leases, s

WEST AUSTRALIAN" SHOWS HOW WIK 10
POINT PLAN WILL OPERATE

Haw this can operate was graphically illistrated last
year in Western Australia when in the May Ist issue of
“West Australian” W.A s lcading newspaper
page headline whi
law™, went on 1o

a front

0
State Govemnment refuses to enforce the kiw and went
on to point out that pastoralists at the same time are
given the discretion to deny Aborigines access to
traditional land.

The Pastoral Board, which oversees pastoral leasc
management said ‘almost every tourist development
on pastoral land would he breaching lease conditions,
but it was reluctant (o prosecute any”.

Kimberly Land Council Executive Director, Peter Y
said it was hypocrisy on the part of the Ca
‘Government and an injustice that pastoralists did
have to obey the law like every other citizen.

Mr Yu said the WA, Governmy
.‘IIL'__'.JI
validation of High
Couns WK amr.mu WHEH Tound pastora) ek
and native title could co-exist. Mru said ‘they keep
Aboriginals locked outand keep padiocks on the
and inside the gates they are able to continue

t's tolerance

ivity was comsistent with it’s p

al leases in response

activities.”

He went on to say the
on Native Title would giv
the pastoral industry the equivalent of frechold title to
land with questionable scrutiny of their activitie

deral Government's st

a few thousand people

Howard’s WIK 10 POINT PLAN now pa
Indepe

the aid ofthe

enegade Ha . who

as well as pastoralists throug Australia
Don't forget on October 3 the Howard 1) POINT
WIK PLAN can be reversed by throwing him and his
henehmen and women out af o

removed from the WIK discussions

Mr Rick Farley, former Executive Director
of the National Farmers® Federation, said
back in May 1997 that Howard's 10 Point
WIK would mean that pastoralists would get
upgraded tenure and increased land values
and that pastoralists rights would be
inereased significantly, from the right 1o
pasture catlle to the right to undenake any
activity covered by the definition of primary
production under the Tax Act

GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS
NMENT A NATIONA
DiSASTER

by G W. BOEHME

ecent years have seen the continued decline

f the railway. As a result the highways are
congested with semi trailers and road coaches.
There are demands o return long distant ransporn
hack to the railways, Though raifway sidings
nto the il refineries, steel works and big factories
all over the country, many are not used and oil,
steel and factory outputs are despatehed by rmad.

The cavse of the decline in the raillways has been
brought abont by the multinational autometisc
manufacturing industry, tyre andioil industry. Super
profits from these interests is the reason why the
highways are utilised instead of the railways.

Omee it was required o apply fora permit to operaic
against the government railways with road
transport. In the last fiffy years. with the pencera
of foreign nvestment, govemnments i Ausis
have become compliant feols on belalf of
inyestors, the multinationals. The United St
economic and polit
m Australia. That is why, irres) il whe
iberal or Labs
remain the
-, SRS S —

An the Lase twenty years, thirty billion dellars of
public money has been invested in rosds, only six
B v s o e o

Road trucks, the prime movers are all impored
Ammcrican, Japanese and European motor industrics
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