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FRENCH TESTS

AUSTRALIA IN DANGFR

The decleion of France to look elsewhere 4han the Sahara for a maclsear
testing zround was greatly influeneed by the protests that were recelved froum
all over the world, protests which were gtrengthened by the Unibed Uations
declaiong of 25th November 1961 to outlaw mmclear weepone and o call on all
nations to observe Afrlca as a de-nuclearised aone.

On dpril 6th 1963 it was officislly sunounced by Frence that a new
testing site mould be tuilt on the itoll of Mururoa in the Trench-owned Taar.in
archipelago located in the South Pacific Ocean sbout " 4,400 miles east of tuasiralia,

At least threo airfields are to be constructed in those Trench Polynasizn
Islands, including an international field at Tao S+all,  DOhaarrob-nion end e
radar station will alsc be pulli to monltor the atomic tecis. dghiti 4o to Do
uasd as the base for storos, laboratorlos and modical sorvicos.

The Melbourne "Hersld" of 19th Octobor 1563 roported that tho Freach
varlisment hed recently vobted £3,000,000 to tranoform the Puit of Papecis in
Tahitl in readiness to handle tho incrocasod traffic rogalting Fiia tho eeting
of Heweapons.

i daily nowspapor "The New Galodonia! on tho irland of Touzea, She
sdministrative centre for the French Islands, has reportad that the auclear
woapons test centire would cost Franee mere than £7,000,000.

Trance's detormination to have hor own maclear 2rms and becomo & pig
powor® has dlaturblng aspocts from dustralia's polnt of view. Tho sosting
groucd of Mururca atoll, vhich will e operational by 1966, is caly 4,450 milas
from Australis and will present a diroct hoalth hazard to the pepulatiorn,

The Tasmota Archipolage lleg in tho tropleal trade wird belt., touth
of the Equator tho irade winds blow from Southeast to Worthwesi, and will carvy
radioactive fallout to our Pacifie ehores, -

Tho Fast Coast of Australia, major capifal cities ci Dricbata,
and Molbourno and aress inciuding rich agricultural and ¢airying atute
1n direct dangor from radioactive comtamination from theso hitholioc gomi
trade winde.

In a lottor to tho "Times", Londen, Profossor Tedloy Ctanp, iriteiat's
loading feographoer, said that pacific tosts were espoclally Cangorcusd, ToLONIED
the ocean currents would carry the radiocactive fallout to isianda and sloo Ho
the mainland surrounding fthe Pacific Ccean,

Maruros 4Atoll lies in tho midst of the south Favatorial Tarrent, waich
laps the shores of the Aouth Pacific Isles, New Dealand and Faghern dugiralisa,
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Flewing in the opposite direction, the wostward 'Wost Wind Dreifet pes O
be equally dangerous to tho coastline of South America.

Tpora aro cortain radicachive substances associabod with fallcub froo
nuclear meapon tosts that are particularly dangercus %o all arimelo.  Thees
gubsbances arc taken up by the body and concentratod in cortain orgeil. 2
Prese are: Strontium Isotopos 89 & > which causes bome concer and leuraomias
‘Radiocactive Iodine 131 whick causes Tpyroid cancor;
“Ragicactive’Darbon 14 sndi Caasiun 13 ch,canze horedliary
The dustralian Govornment has offieially protoated to Franso,

The australian Council of Trade Unions, sogother with the Nou Sealand
Jodoration of Labter, sgree to make a joilnt approach {o Yhe irench Joverameny -
requosting them to discontinue preparstion to test;
will considor taking further action if world opinion is ignored;
vill onlist tho support of French trado unions to insist that Frence sige the
Togt Ban Troeaty.
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B B FISHERMAN L
dastralian Shipwrights join Watersiders in calllpz for a nation- i
wide boycott on French ships. They will ask the 4. C.T.Uts maritime . Gn
transport council for a complete boycott until the French Goverrment Dregon died..
abendon the tests and sigm the partlal test ban treaty, 'Heralg® 7.11,53, jobs, In 1957
’ three were engi
DANGER T0 THE PACIPIC ISLAND FEOPLE : (222) trostuent in thi
Only low yield {sme11} nuclezr dovices ape detonated on the nemspaper ﬁi‘g;;uﬁ:
Continental Proving Grounds whereas very powerful beombs are expladed at . pep :

the Pacific Test Sitoas, by the news and fe

. - . markets, the healt
If France continues with har plang to test it will be the Ffourth University. Scie

Facific H-Bomb site, Others were the Marshall Islands, Christmas Islang
and Johneten Islang, . ’

Photogres
: partake of the bor
In 1946 tho United Syates tosted in tho Marshall Islands, . (224) produce 2s a vital
= Operation Crossroads - this consisted of an underweter burst and an atn :
turst : o IE only ¢
o : . : . ‘ IR ee et the ineldent Ydould
el e ".Shipa within one or two'miles of the ‘Gxplost m centre wore : o fishing in the sou
showersd with radiocactivo debris, 'Hot® ehips were towsd back to a
laboratory at Ranter's Polnt, San Francisco, %o bo studied and docontam-
(220) 1inated, other ehips wore towsd out to sea and sunk,
) Alermed 1
March 1st, 1954, tiny palmestudded Bikini 4toll, alsoc in the decided to inspect
Marshall Island Group, served ag the test site for the firet super-weapon During the incaptic

exploded by the United States, checked the ¢ ontent

(225) found to be contani
Moteorologists hag prodicted that the bomb cloud would mova to
(220) the west, but it rose higher than anticipated apa moved to the east, The Proli
on the Effects on &
Logal fallout froem this test extonded séveral hundred miles n:
downwind ahd coversd an area of 7+000 squers miley with serious lethal 4n offic
(827) doses of redioactivity, One hour after the explosion a soft rain of agh fish caught in

7o felling fifty miles downwind, Scvorsl homes lator tho ashy rain bogan to noar Hamii,

(221) to fall a hundrea milos from the bomb sito,’ sonsiderable p

- after tho oxpl
Tho most soriously irradiatoeg peoplo woro Japanose Tishormen
aboard the tune trawler Tucky Dragon Wo, 5V, also Amerdcan personnal Those tosi
mannlng . weather posts ang hundreds of native

people on the islands of 1954, tko United St

(221) Rongelap, AMlinginse and Utrik, ang Rongerilk, . " Thy

“ea 1

FISE POISONED —_— States three mc
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unusual amounte

¥ish swlmming in the wators Around tho Mershall Islands bogame grazing alerg t

conteminatod with the debris particles which foli upon tho water: ths
atundant marine 1ife close to whore the bouh mes exploded becams radicactive In 19565
b feeding upon microscopic organisms {microplankton), Upwollings from tho nuclear fallout, th
ocean floor bring vast guantities of nutriont chémicals.to the area so that 1200 wdlos from the
all kinds of uicro-organisms ebound s:g fora a tasty diet for largor denigens {34 ) Eritish army Sergon

(823) of tho sea, (N.7.} dod of lewkemia in

Well outside the estimatsa dangor area tho tragody of tne "The hydr
"Incky Dragon No, 5% became ¥mown to the world, . :13]11“@ grounf.siof 1
‘ ays an appoal issuc

Little tramler chugged into Soclety,

Tow as suffering frop radiaticn Two Iumdre
siclmees. Tr, W, Masanori from tho University of Tokyo boar

rded the boot directly by the fish
on Uareh 17, just sizteon deys after the fars ey sccidont, Using o netion with the bulk
portablo survey motop ho recorded his Goiger countor readings, which M
reglatersd the radioactivity ag boing neariy fifty times the daily H~bozb te
pormissible leve:, Not until thyes months later was most of the boat down 26,000 decp sea fish
(222) %o tho tolwance level,

men, a great numbor
gays the fisherments



