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2015 AT A GLANCE 

AUSTLII CELEBRATES 20 YEARS  

During November AustLII celebrated the Twentieth 
Anniversary of its establishment with a number of 
events and activities. Key stakeholders - including 
data providers, contributors and senior figures from 
government, the judiciary, academia and the legal 
profession joined AustLII board members, 
management and staff to celebrate.  In Sydney the 
Honourable Justice Steven Gageler of the High Court 
of Australia spoke at a function in the new Frank 
Gehry designed Dr Chau Chak Wing Building at UTS 
and in Melbourne the Honourable Justice Cameron 
McCauley, Chair of the Law Library of Victoria hosted 
an evening in the Supreme Court Library. During 
these events a new publication on the development 
and history of AustLII was launched. 

LAW VIA THE INTERNET CONFERENCE 
RETURNS TO AUSTRALIA  

After 12 years, AustLII was delighted to once again 
host the Law via the Internet Conference and to chair 
the associated meeting of the Free Access to Law 
Movement from 9 to 11 November. Over 100 
delegates from more than 20 countries attended. The 
Conference was opened by NSW Attorney General the 
Honourable Gabrielle Upton. More than 40 papers 
were presented over the two days of the Conference. 

‘SIGNED BY AUSTLII’ – A SECURE 
DIGITAL FORMAT FOR CASE LAW  

In March 2015 AustLII released a digitally signed and 
watermarked (“signed by AustLII”) version of most of 
the judgments that it holds (around 600,000 cases), 
from all Australian courts and Tribunals, most of 

which do not appear in any conventional reports. In 
the first year of availability, 274,683 ‘Signed by 
AustLII’ versions were downloaded. A number of 
courts and tribunals have issued Practice Directions 
recognizing the ‘Signed by AustLII’ format as 
‘accepted’ versions of their decisions. 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW LIBRARY  

This ARC LIEF funded project to transform the 
International Law Library on the AustLII-operated 
WorldLII system progressed significantly during 
2015.  18 new databases are in the process of being 
added and a further 17 existing databases are being 
extensively updated, Other aspects of the project, 
including international law journals, a database of 
historical scholarship on international law, and a re-
vamp of the interface to the Library are in progress 
and enhancements to citations will improve 
discoverability of international cases within the 
LawCite citator and provide other valuable metrics. 

AUSTRALIAN LEGAL HISTORY PROJECT 
– STAGE TWO 

The first year of this LIEF project saw a significant 
increase in the amount of new historical material 
added, including Australian legal monographs 
published before 1900, back-capturing Acts as made 
from various jurisdictions, the SA Gazettes and 
assorted small reports series such as Knox and 
Pelham. In addition, a new software platform is being 
developed to enable interested scholars to efficiently 
capture ‘recovered’ case law from the Trove collection 
of digital newspapers.
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AUSTLII FOUNDATION LTD CHAIR’S REPORT 

What a difference 20 years can make!   

As we celebrated the twentieth anniversary of 
the founding of AustLII last November, we 
reflected in some wonderment at how access to 
legal information and resources had been 
transformed over the last twenty years. And 
especially upon the truly “game-changing” 
consequences they had for courts, lawyers, 
students, businesses, and individuals. Professor 
Glenn Wightwick and Justice Stephen Gageler 
also provided us with some intriguing 
speculations about where the next 20 years 
might take us. I expect that most of those at the 
celebration experienced, as I did, great pride and 
satisfaction at the contribution which AustLII 
has made to the free and comprehensive access 
to law to date, and an awed excitement at what 
AustLII will now need to do to take full 
advantage of those twenty years. 

In AustLII, Co-Founders Graham Greenleaf and 
Andrew Mowbray launched a project to provide 
the community with a key prerequisite for the 
Rule of Law—free and easy access to the laws by 
which we are governed. In the context of the 
times that appeared to be “an impossible 
dream”, even to enthusiasts for the cause. Apart 
from the technical and technological challenges, 
there were seemingly insurmountable barriers 
such as copyright, authenticity requirements, 
and territoriality and entrenched traditions. 
Somehow, these challenges and barriers were 
negotiated, avoided, or possibly simply ignored 
as the “impossible dream” increasingly became 
an actuality.  

The AustLII Foundation was established in 2008 
in recognition of the very substantial progress 
which Greenleaf, Mowbray, Philip Chung and 
their team had made in establishing a 
comprehensive Australian free-access online 
public law library and what would be required 
to ensure appropriate and reliable supporting 
infrastructure on a sustainable and ongoing 
basis. It is very pleasing to be able to report that 
the Board is confident it has continued to fulfill 
that basic responsibility effectively throughout 
2015 with the fulsome support of many key 
stakeholders and an encouraging incremental 
level of community recognition and support. 
This Annual Report documents the progress and 
achievements of 2015, acknowledges the many 
and varied contributions and support activities 

which underlay them and points to future 
priorities and directions. 

Underpinning everything has been the 
considerable ongoing support of AustLII’s two 
member universities: the University of 
Technology Sydney and the University of New 
South Wales. Equally vital have been the 
donations and contributions which once again 
exceeded one million dollars, bringing their total 
since 2008 to more than six million dollars from 
more than 500 organizations and individuals—
many on a continuing basis. These included 
federal and state government departments and 
agencies; courts, tribunals and regulators; the 
legal profession; the wider business community; 
law schools and faculties across Australia; and 
individuals and not for profit community 
organizations. During 2015 key collaborative 
partners on AustLII’s initiatives included NT 
Law Society Public Purpose Trust, State Library 
of South Australia, ATO, Legal Practitioners’ 
Liability Committee, CCH Australia, and 
Standards Australia.  

As always, the management and staff of AustLII 
have provided an exceptional service during 
2015 and have identified several major ways to 
re-inforce and “future-prepare” AustLII’s 
services which the Board has adopted and 
resourced. The internship program is also 
continuing to show its worth.  

I would like to thank Professor Graham 
Greenleaf, co-founder of AustLII, who has 
announced that he will be stepping down from 
the Board in June 2016. I am very pleased to 
report, however, that he will continue to work 
with the AustLII team in many exciting and 
innovative projects. Similarly, I want to thank 
Professor David Dixon who is about to end his 
term as Dean at the Law School, UNSW and 
thereby leave the Board (of which he has been a 
member since its inception). The Board will miss 
him. I look forward to working with his 
successor, Professor George Williams.  

It has continued to be a pleasure and a privilege 
to Chair the Foundation’s Board during 2015 
and to work with its members during the year. I 
look forward to future developments with great 
anticipation. 

Jeff FitzGerald (Chair, AustLII Foundation 
Limited)  



5 

AUSTLII CO-DIRECTORS’ REPORT 

2015 marked the twentieth anniversary of the 
founding of AustLII. Milestones and time 
markers are often used to focus and crystallise 
ideas concerning the development of 
organisations and institutions.  In this year we 
have taken time to reflect upon our journey so 
far, to re-affirm our deep engagement with our 
international colleagues and to consider how the 
next twenty years of the AustLII story might 
unfold. 

AustLII was created to ‘free the law’ by 
providing free access to the Australian public to 
the essential legal information needed for the 
rule of law and democracy to function 
effectively. In addition we intended to provide a 
service of value to academic research, the legal 
profession, the business community and to 
courts and governments as well. 

AustLII remains determined to provide the 
Australian community with a comprehensive 
free-access resource for electronic legal 
materials and related services.  To this end we 
continue to: expand our collection of primary 
and secondary legal resources; respond to the 
needs of our extensive user base; support the 
requirements of those who provide legal 
information data to us for republication; seek 
partnerships with other organisations for 
mutual benefit and solicit all those that use our 
service to contribute funding to ensure that we 
can continue to provide legal information for 
free. 

Looking to the future AustLII intends to 
maintain its position as the leading 
comprehensive free-access source for all 
Australian electronic legal materials and related 
services.  We will continue to expand our 
primary legal resources with more 
contemporary content and greater historical 
depth including case law ‘recovered’ from early 
newspapers; further develop data mining 
approaches to add value to all existing databases 
by improved cross-referencing and the addition 
of metrics and statistics on usage and citations; 
improve the user interface and search 
capabilities via the AustLII 20.0 platform (to be 
released in 2016); and develop a new AustLII 

Communities platform to encourage and 
facilitate users to generate useful new 
secondary content such as law handbooks, plain 
language guides to the law, and other 
commentary.   

AustLII was delighted to host the 15th Law via 
the Internet Conference during our anniversary 
celebrations in November.  The Conference was 
opened by NSW Attorney General Gabrielle 
Upton and included over 100 delegates from 
over 20 different countries addressing 16 topics 
in over 40 presentations.  AustLII also chaired 
the annual meeting of the Free Access to Law 
Movement.   

Internationally, AustLII will strive to enhance 
the resources discoverable through the 
international portals including expanded 
coverage of the history of the common law.  

The AustLII Foundation Ltd had a good year 
financially with an increase in the number and 
value of contributions. We remain grateful to all 
the organisations and individuals who fund our 
service. A deeper engagement with our 
community will sustain a robust funding model 
that supports the ongoing development of 
AustLII. 

We also thank our partner universities and 
other partner organisations and investigators 
involved in AustLII’s various research and 
research infrastructure projects. 

We would like to thank our Law Deans (Prof 
David Dixon and Prof Lesley Hitchens), the Chair 
of the Foundation, Dr Jeff FitzGerald, and the 
members of the Foundation Board and the 
AustLII Research Centre Management 
Committee for their work and support in 2015. 

We acknowledge the hard work and dedication 
of our small team of staff, including those 
students from our host universities who gain 
valuable experience working with us as interns 
and volunteers. The success of AustLII is due to 
their hard work and on-going commitment. 

Andrew Mowbray, Philip Chung and Graham 
Greenleaf (Co-Directors, AustLII) 
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ABOUT AUSTLII 

The Australasian Legal Information Institute (AustLII) was founded in 1995. It is the largest 
free-access provider of online Australian legal materials, a founding member of the Free Access 
to Law Movement, and one of the largest providers of world-wide free-access legal content. 
AustLII collaborates with other free access LIIs around the world to operate three international 
multi-LII systems for legal information: Asian Legal Information Institute (AsianLII); 
Commonwealth Legal Information Institute (CommonLII); World Legal Information Institute 
(WorldLII); as well as developing the LawCite international citator with the same group of 
collaborators. In addition, AustLII jointly operates the New Zealand Legal Information Institute 
(NZLII) and the LII of India, in cooperation with local partners in those countries. 

AustLII comprises the AustLII Research Centre and the AustLII Foundation Limited, a not-for-
profit company limited by guarantee operating as a charity. The Foundation raises donations to 
operate and maintain AustLII’s Australian infrastructure and services. The AustLII Research 
Centre conducts research and is responsible for AustLII’s international collaborations including 
AsianLII, CommonLII and WorldLII.  

AustLII is part of the international Free Access to Law Movement and adheres to the following 
principles: 

 Public legal information from all countries and international institutions is part of the 
common heritage of humanity. Maximising access to this information promotes justice 
and the rule of law; 

 Public legal information is digital common property and should be accessible to all on a 
non-profit basis and free of charge; 

 Organisations such as legal information institutes have the right to publish public legal 
information and the government bodies that create or control that information should 
provide access to it so that it can be published by other parties. 

The AustLII Foundation Limited’s objects are to: 

 Be a not for profit entity to promote the sound administration and development of the 
law by: 

 Promoting and supporting free and effective access to public legal information in 
Australia by means of an electronic public library; 

 Providing, and supporting the provision by its members of, free anonymous public 
access in Australia to a searchable and regularly updated comprehensive and 
reliable internet-based electronic public library of Australian public legal materials; 

 Maintain systems, programmes and databases for the effective handling of an electronic 
public library of information and related policy development, collaborate with other 
researchers and providers of such information, and develop, implement and disseminate 
improvements and associated technical assistance and advice; 

 Advance legal education by promoting and encouraging research in the field of legal 
information systems and dissemination of the useful results thereof; and 

 Do all other things as may be incidental or ancillary to the attainment of these objects. 

The AustLII Research Centre’s mission is to be a centre of excellence in the development of legal 
information systems through research, the operation of public free access legal research 
facilities, and education in legal research techniques and infrastructure. In doing so, AustLII will 
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advance the public interest in free access to public legal information within Australia and 
internationally. 

By pursuing its mission, the AustLII Research Centre advances the missions of each our Law 
Faculties to be recognised as national leaders in research, research infrastructure provision and 
legal education; to contribute to broader community objectives; and to be recognised as Law 
Faculties of international standing with a major commitment to engagement in international 
legal affairs of significance to Australia. 

The AustLII Research Centre aims to achieve its mission by pursuit of the following objectives: 

1. Research and development  

 To conduct international standard research in technologies for developing legal 
information systems, and in the development of standards necessary to make such 
technologies operational. 

 To develop AustLII’s own tools for building legal information systems wherever 
appropriate, so as to maintain AustLII’s public access facilities as innovative 
examples of international standard systems.  

 Where consistent with AustLII’s other objectives, to provide innovations developed 
by AustLII as open source software and standards to enable their use by others. 

2. Public policy 

 Through our advocacy and example, to achieve and defend free public access via the 
Internet to public legal information in Australia. 

 Through our advocacy and example, our assistance to others by making available 
AustLII’s expertise and software, and our collaborations with other parties, to assist 
others internationally to achieve free public access via the Internet to public legal 
information from all countries. 

 To uphold the Declaration on Free Access to Law adopted by AustLII and other Legal 
Information Institute in Montreal in 2002. 

3. Public access law facilities  

 To build cost-effective free access public facilities for access to law by maximising 
the automated conversion and processing of legal information and minimising the 
necessity for hand editing.  

 To provide on AustLII’s Australasian service (the ‘AustLII’ website) a comprehensive 
collection of the most important databases of Australian public legal information 
(legislation, case law, treaties, law reform reports and others of like importance); 
legal scholarship that is available for free access; and other legal databases of 
strategic importance in advancing the public interest, and which advance AustLII’s 
research activities.  

 To provide on international services operated by AustLII (including WorldLII, 
CommonLII, AsianLII and LawCite), or through collaboration with other free access 
providers of legal information in the operation of those international services, free 
access to legal information of value to Australian legal researchers, and to legal 
information which contributes to AustLII achieving its other objectives. 

 To provide on all of the services operated by AustLII the most effective access 
mechanisms to online legal information. 

 To achieve a high level of user satisfaction for all of the services operated by AustLII. 
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 Through open standards, and through tools AustLII provides, to enable others to 
build value-added legal services which make appropriate use of data located on 
services operated by AustLII, but which also respect AustLII’s interests in the value 
it adds to its source data and which also respect the interests of others in that data.  

4. Operational  

 To advance the missions of our host Law Faculties by pursuit of consistent goals.  

 To provide a stimulating and satisfying long-term work environment for AustLII 
staff.  

 To maintain free access to services operated by AustLII, with no access charges to 
end-users, and with the maintenance of user’s reasonable expectations of privacy 
and freedom from manipulation. 

 To cooperate with other providers of legal information, both free access and 
commercial, in Australia and internationally, to maximise the public benefit in 
obtaining free access to as wide a range of resources as is feasible. 

GOVERNANCE 

The AustLII Foundation Limited is an income tax exempt charitable organisation, incorporated 
as a company limited by guarantee. The Foundation has obtained Deductible Gift Recipient 
status from the Australian Taxation Office, hence donations are tax deductible. It is governed by 
an independent Board of Directors.   

The AustLII Foundation Limited Board as at 31 December 2015 is comprised: 

 Dr Jeff FitzGerald (Chair) (appointed to the Board on 22 December 2008) Former 
Registrar of the University of Technology  Sydney; former Deputy-Secretary of the 
Victorian Attorney-General’s Department 

 Prof Carrick Martin (Chair, Finance Committee) (appointed to the Board on 22 
December 2008) Former Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Administration, Macquarie University 

 Dr Philip Chung (Managing Director) (appointed to the Board on 23 June 2009) Senior 
Lecturer, Faculty of Law, UNSW Australia; Executive Director, AustLII Research Centre 

 Prof Graham Greenleaf AM(Executive Director) (appointed to the Board on 22 
December 2008) Professor, Faculty of Law, UNSW Australia; Co-Director, AustLII 
Research Centre 

 Prof Andrew Mowbray (Executive Director) (appointed to the Board on 27 April 
2009) Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Technology Sydney; Co-Director, AustLII 
Research Centre 

 Mr Tim Bugg AM(appointed to the Board on 23 June 2009) Partner, Dobson Mitchell & 
Allport; Chair, International Legal Services Advisory Council (ILSAC); Past president of 
the Law Council of Australia 

 Prof David Dixon (appointed to the Board on 22 December 2008) Dean, Faculty of Law, 
UNSW Australia 

 Mr Ian Govey AM (appointed to the Board on 23 June 2009) Australian Government 
Solicitor, The Australian Government Solicitor (AGS) 

 Prof Lesley Hitchens (appointed to the Board on 18 February 2013) Dean, Faculty of 
Law, University of Technology Sydney 

The Company Secretary until the end of 2015 was Giovanni Crasto (appointed 31 Jan 2014). 
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AustLII Foundation Limited Board of Directors - Front row (L to R):,Dr Jeff FitzGerald (Chair), Prof Lesley Hitchens and Prof David 
Dixon Back row (L to R): Mr Ian Govey, Prof Carrick Martin, Mr Tim Bugg, Prof Andrew Mowbray (Executive Director), Prof Graham 
Greenleaf (Executive Director) and Mr Philip Chung (Managing Director).  

 

The AustLII Research Centre is a joint facility of the Faculties of Law at the University of 
Technology, Sydney and the University of New South Wales and is governed under an MOU 
between the two Law Schools. It is governed by a Management Committee that comprised the 
following: 

 Dr Philip Chung (Executive Director, AustLII Research Centre; Senior Lecturer, Faculty 
of Law, UNSW Australia) 

 Prof David Dixon (Dean, Faculty of Law, UNSW Australia) 

 Prof Lesley Hitchens (Dean, Faculty of Law, University of Technology Sydney) 

 Prof Andrew Mowbray (Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Technology Sydney; 
Co-Director, AustLII Research Centre) 

 Mr Paul Holt (Faculty Manager, Faculty of Law, University of Technology Sydney) 

 Ms Fei Wong / Ms Gemma Nevin (Faculty General Manager, Faculty of Law, UNSW 
Australia) 
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MANAGEMENT AND STAFF 

Managing and Executive Directors 

The AustLII Research Centre is jointly managed by three co-directors: 

 Andrew Mowbray (Professor of Law and Information Technology, Faculty of Law, UTS) 
(Co-Director) 

 Philip Chung (Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law, UNSW) (Executive Director) 

 Graham Greenleaf (Professor of Law and Information Systems, Faculty of Law, UNSW) 
(Co-Director) 

The Managing Director of the AustLII Foundation Limited is Philip Chung. Graham Greenleaf 
and Andrew Mowbray serve as Executive Directors of the Company.   

 
 

Full-time Staff 

 Giovanni Crasto (Finance and Administration Manager) 

 Richard Hunter (Development Manager) 

 Chris Kenward (Australian Databases Manager) 

 Jennifer Kwong (Project Officer)  

 Jones Olatunji (Systems Administrator) 

 Cathy Quigley (Administrative Officer) 

 Kent Soesanto (Project Officer) 

 Armin Wittfoth (Project Officer) 
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Part-time Staff 

 Chris Connley (Project Officer) from June 2015 to October 2015 

 Stijn Denayer (Project Officer) from December 2015 

 Matthew Dickinson (Project Officer) to October 2015 

 Hannah Figueroa-Crisostomo (Project Officer) 

 Jill Matthews (Project Officer) 

 Trevor Roydhouse (Systems Developer) 

 Robert Size (Project Officer) from December 2015 

 Dominic Smith (Project Officer) from August 2015 

 Michael Xia (Project Officer) from November 2015 
 

Interns / volunteers 

An initiative introduced in 2013 was the AustLII intern / volunteer programme. This program is 
available to law students from UNSW and UTS. Interns / volunteers are able to participate in 
AustLII’s projects including digitisation of historical legal materials in print (using both 
destructive and non-destructive scanning approaches), extraction of metadata, as well as 
stakeholder engagement activities. 

The interns / volunteers in 2015 were:  Claire Achermann, Shelley Chen, Karee Gurtman, 
Vanessa Ho, Jonathan Mo, Imelda Payne, Robert Size, Dominic Smith, Michael Xia and Jeffrey 
Yuan. 
 
Robert Size, Dominic Smith and Michael Xia joined AustLII as part-time staff members after the 
completion of their internships. 
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AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENTS 

NEW DATABASES ON AUSTLII 

In 2015, 39 new databases as well as one new library (Australasian Modern Law Library 1951-
2000) were added to AustLII.  

In addition, a number of existing databases were significantly expanded as a result of the Legal 
Scholarship project of back-capturing digitized data of relevant legal journals, newsletters and 
industry publications. 

The following new Australian legal databases were added in 2015:  

 Alternative Criminology Journal 1975-1983 

 Australian Colonial Law Monographs 1846- 

 Australian Competition and Consumer Commission Journal 1996-2004 

 Australian Competition and Consumer Commission Update 1998-2012 

 Australian Crime Prevention Council Forum: Quarterly Journal of the APC 1978-1985 

 Australian Crime Prevention Council Journal 1986-1993 

 Australian Crime Prevention Council Newsletter 2008- 

 Australian Crime Prevention, Correction and After-Care Council National Newsletter 

1970-1973 

 Australian Environmental Law News 1992- 

 Australian Journal of Environmental Law 2014- 

 Australian Journal of Gender and Law 2008- 

 Australian Journal of Law and Society 1982-2000 

 Balance : Journal of the Northern Territory Law Society 1991- 

 Bar News: The Journal of the New South Wales Bar Association 1985- 

 CLC Communications Update 1993-2005 

 Communications Law Bulletin 1981- 

 Computers and Law: Journal for the Australian and New Zealand Societies for Computers 

and the Law 1983- 

 Eastern Suburbs Football Association 2008- 

 Eastern Suburbs Football Association Appeals Committee 2008- 

 Freedom of Information Review 1986-2004 

 inCite: Magazine of the Australian Library and Information Association 1990- 

 Industrial Court of the Australian Capital Territory 2014- 

 International Journal of Rural Law and Policy 2011- 

 Knox's New South Wales Supreme Court Reports 1873-1877 

 Land, Rights, Laws: Issues of Native Title 2000- 

 Magistrates Court of the Australian Capital Territory 2015- 

 National Environmental Law Review 2002- 

 Native Title Newsletter 1996- 

 Northern Territory Civil and Administrative Tribunal 2015- 

 Northern Territory Judgments 1918-1976 

 Northern Territory Mental Health Review Tribunal 2015- 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/AUCCCJl/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/AUCCCUpdate/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/AJLH/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/NSWBarAssocNews/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/ANZCompuLawJl/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/ANZCompuLawJl/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/nsw/AUESFA/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/nsw/AUESFAAC/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/inCiteALIA/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/act/ACTIC/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/act/ACTMC/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/nt/NTMHRT/
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 Pelham's South Australian Reports 1865-1866 

 Queensland Institute of Technology Law Journal 1985-1987 

 Queensland University of Technology Law Journal 1988-1999 

 Queensland University of Technology Law Review 2013- 

 Social Security Reporter 1981-2004 

 South Australian Employment Tribunal 2015- 

 South Australian Government Gazettes 1839-1918 

 University of New South Wales Theses and Dissertation 1975- 

 

 

 

Launch of South Australian Gazette by the Chief Justice of South Australia 
L. to R: Richard Hunter (AustLII), Louise Langridge (ALLA SA), Beth Robertson (State Library SA), Lucy Brown (ALLA SA), Chief 

Justice Chris Kourakis, Andrew Mowbray and Philip Chung (AustLII) 

 

The following Australian legal databases were updated and expanded in 2015:  

 ACT Law Reform materials have been expanded and reorganised: Australian Capital 
Territory Community Law Reform Committee 1991-1997, Australian Capital Territory 
Law Reform Commission 2001-2009 and Australian Capital Territory Law Reform 
Advisory Council 2010- 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/sa/SAET/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/lawreform/ACTCLRC/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/lawreform/ACTCLRC/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/lawreform/ACTLRC/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/lawreform/ACTLRC/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/lawreform/ACTLRAC/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/lawreform/ACTLRAC/
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AUSTLII USAGE 

AUSTLII’S DATABASE USAGE AND MARKET SHARE 

Total hits for 2015 exceeded 254 million and averaged 699,126 hits per day.  

The most popular databases on AustLII in 2015 were the Commonwealth legislation databases, 
followed by NSW and Victorian legislation.  Overall, access to case law collections in most 
jurisdictions increased in 2015. The following graphs show the number of accesses to AustLII’s 
legislation and case law databases by jurisdiction.  

 
 

 

Legislation requests included permitted accesses by search engine web spiders and included 
requests to access individual sections of legislation. 

Cth,  41,125,511  

NSW,  30,537,792  

Vic,  16,350,519  

Qld,  7,997,378  

WA,  6,127,273  

SA,  4,033,945  Tas,  3,031,065  

ACT,  3,058,135  NT,  2,513,219  

Australian legislation requests by jurisdiction in 2015 
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Case law requests did not generally include accesses by search engine web spiders which 
AustLII excludes from access. 

AustLII maintained the number one market position in the online legal category throughout 
2015 and kept its market share of over 30% (according to Hitwise). This category included 
websites from government, publishers, courts and tribunals, law societies, legal firms and 
barristers.  The volume of data downloaded was 23.05 terabytes. 

AUSTLII’S MAJOR USERS 

Many of AustLII’s users access AustLII through large internet service providers, as well as 
through University services or through other web servers that maintain multiple IP addresses. 
Consequently, AustLII is unable to identify a high percentage of its users because AustLII does 
not receive internet protocol addresses (IP addresses) specific to them. Over 30% of all accesses 
cannot be identified.  Over 30% are from commercial ISP’s serving their millions of individual 
clients.  

Of the 35% of identifiable users from Australia we can classify them into four sectors: 

 commercial (mostly comprising the legal profession) 
 education  
 government 
 general community 

In 2015 of the top identified users, 44% are from the commercial sector, 28% from the 
government sector, 28% from the education sector and less than 1% from the community 
sector. This confirms a trend that commercial use of AustLII is increasing as a percentage of 
overall use compared to the other sectors. 

Cth,  12,459,657  

Vic,  5,059,513  

NSW,  3,706,511  

SA,  1,250,052  

Qld,  1,215,301  
WA,  1,042,036  

Tas,  669,294  ACT,  346,920  

NT,  235,835  

Australian case requests by jurisdiction in 2015 
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COMMERCIAL SECTOR 

Identified users in the commercial sector fall largely into the following categories: 

 barristers (identified through specific bar internet service providers and chambers) 
 legal practices (including private law firms and patent and trade mark attorneys) 
 legal publishers 
 businesses 

While usage of AustLII by the commercial sector continues to grow it is noted that the number of 
the top 50 identifiable commercial users (30,000 or more requests per annum) that contribute 
to AustLII’s running costs were 15.  Only half of the top 10 identifiable commercial users support 
AustLII and contributions from AustLII’s largest identifiable users from the commercial sector 
continue to remain below their rates of usage.  We continue to urge all AustLII users that can 
afford to do so to contribute towards keeping us online. 

 

 

 
  

Barristers,  6,084,159  Legal practice,  3,624,629  

Business ,  705,863 

Legal Publishers ,  
129,036 

Number of requests from the top 50 identifiable commercial 
users in 2015 
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COMMERCIAL USAGE OF AUSTLII IN 2015 

 Commercial Category Number of requests Contributor in 2015 

1 Barrister – Vic              2,622,129   

2 Barrister – NSW              2,036,964   

3 Barrister - NSW              1,129,647   

4 Legal Practice                  603,840   

5 Legal Practice                  544,148   

6 Business                 437,530   

7 Legal Practice                  384,977   

8 Legal Practice                  220,177   

9 Barrister - WA                 210,194   

10 Business                 180,252   

11 Legal Practice                  167,020   

12 Legal Publisher                 129,036   

13 Legal Practice                  108,766   

14 Legal Practice                     90,244   

15 Legal Practice                     85,225   

16 Legal Practice                     74,331   

17 Legal Practice                     70,552   

18 Legal Practice                     69,442   

19 Legal Practice                     66,173   

20 Legal Practice                     65,694   

21 Legal Practice                     63,049   

22 Legal Practice                     62,709   

23 Legal Practice                     55,878   

24 Legal Practice                     54,594   

25 Legal Practice                     51,792   

26 Legal Practice                     48,412   

27 Legal Practice                     48,387   

28 Legal Practice                     47,980   

29 Legal Practice                     47,372   

30 Business                    47,193   

31 Legal Practice                     44,637   

32 Legal Practice                     43,147   

33 Business                    40,888   

34 Legal Practice                     40,634   

35 Legal Practice                     39,547   

36 Legal Practice                     39,229   

37 Legal Practice                     38,855   

38 Legal Practice                     38,692   

39 Legal Practice                     38,279   

40 Legal Practice                     38,236   

41 Legal Practice                     37,975   

42 Legal Practice                     37,626   

43 Legal Practice                     36,935   

44 Legal Practice                     35,237   

45 Legal Practice                     35,226   

46 Legal Practice                     34,836   

47 Legal Practice                     34,669   

48 Legal Practice                     33,263   

49 Legal Practice                     32,069   

50 Legal Practice 32,022  
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EDUCATION SECTOR 

The education sector in Australia represented over 28% of AustLII’s top identified users in 2015. 
All Universities in Australia use AustLII and almost all of them provide a contribution towards 
its funding. Total usage from the University sector in 2015 was six million requests. 

Most Australian Universities make a financial contribution to AustLII because they recognise 
AustLII’s value to their teaching and research, and that the costs of its operation need to be 
widely shared.  We are hopeful that in future years all Australian universities will be in a 
position to provide financial support. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NSW,  2,313,449  

Vic,  1,770,450  

Qld,  1,074,949  

ACT,  242,191  

WA,  344,600  
SA,  175,636  

Tas,  251,226  NT,  15,911  

Number of requests from Universities based on jurisdiction in 
2015 
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GOVERNMENT SECTOR 

The government sector in 2015 represented 27% of AustLII’s top identifiable users. A significant 
amount of government use is identifiable at agency level, including Commonwealth, State and 
Territory government agencies.  Also included in this figure is the substantial use of AustLII 
resources by the various courts, tribunals and other regulators, most of whose decisions AustLII 
re-publishes. 

AustLII receives funding support from the federal and state governments through the National 
Justice and Policing Senior Officers group.  In addition a number of courts and tribunals make 
significant contributions thus recognising the value of the service the AustLII Foundation 
provides. 

 

 
 

Jurisdiction Number of Requests in 2015 

Federal Government Usage 3,431,009 
State/Territory Government Usage 3,808,345 
Total Identified Government Usage 7,239,354 

 

 

 

 

 

Cth,  3,431,009  

Vic,  1,941,882  

NSW,  447,384  

Qld,  213,291  

WA,  718,591  

SA,  470,988  ACT,  10,965  Tas,  3,675  NT,  1,569  

Number of identified requests from Australian governments 
in 2015 
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INTERNATIONAL SYSTEMS AND DEVELOPMENTS 

The AustLII Research Centre operates three multi-LII systems for international free access legal 
information (AsianLII, CommonLII and WorldLII) in cooperation with a group of collaborating 
Legal Information Institutes based in other countries (which we call the ‘WorldLII Consortium’).  
AustLII has developed the only international free access case and journal article citator 
(LawCite) and operates it in conjunction with the same group of collaborating LIIs.  The AustLII 
Research Centre has assisted other nations and regions to develop online access to their laws 
since 1999, using open source software and other LII tools developed by AustLII.  All of AustLII’s 
development of multi-LII systems, its joint operation of overseas LIIs, and the assistance it gives 
to other collaborating LIIs for maintenance and development of their systems is funded by 
grants for these purposes (see next section). 

DATABASES SEARCHABLE THROUGH MULTI-LII SYSTEMS 

Seventeen LIIs now collaborate in providing the databases searchable via WorldLII. The 
following table sets out the approximate numbers of databases searchable from each of the 
portals operated by AustLII (AsianLII, CommonLII and WorldLII) as at 31 December 2015, and 
the number of databases found on each cooperating LII allowing their data to be searched as 
part of these systems. The ‘Countries’ column indicates the number of countries that a particular 
LII adds to the total number of countries whose databases are searchable via WorldLII.  
 

Table of searchable databases in multi-LII systems (as at 31 December 2015) 

Systems AsianLII CommonLII WorldLII Countries  

AsianLII 177 0 177 23 * 

AustLII 0 561 561 1  

BAILII 0 99 99 7  

CommonLII 36 76 76 27 * 

CyLaw 0 9 9 1  

Droit.org 0 0 1 1  

HKLII 34 34 34 1  

LawPhil 16 0 16 1  

LII Cornell 0 0 3 1  

LiberLII 0 0 8 1 * 

NZLII 0 121 121 1 * 

LII of India 154 154 154 1 * 

PacLII 36 320 320 19  

SAFLII 0 72 72 10  

SamLII 0 27 27 1 * 

ULII 0 16 16 1  

WorldLII 0 0 115 55 * 

2015 Total 453 1,489 1,809 152 678 

2014 Total 442 1,430 1,742 152 652 

2013 Total 431 1,312 1,613 142 612 

2012 Total 433 1,279 1,635 183 595 

2011 Total 430 1,204 1,552 182 555 

2010 Total 300 905 1,205 164 408 

 
During 2015, the total number of databases available for searching via WorldLII increased by 67 
to 1,809, whereas the total number available via CommonLII increased to 1,489 and AsianLII to 
453.  
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AustLII maintains 678 of these international databases (an increase from 652 in 2014), in 
addition to the 561 Australian databases on AustLII. They are on seven LIIs (marked *). 

The number of databases searchable via WorldLII was not recorded for its first few years of 
operation from 2002, but over the past few years (as recorded in AustLII reports to LII meetings, 
and in these annual reviews), the rate of expansion of searchable databases is as follows: 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL SYSTEMS USAGE 

There are two measures of accesses to the multi-LII systems with which AustLII cooperates 
(WorldLII, CommonLII and AsianLII): (i) access to the databases of collaborating LIIs resulting 
from searches via the multi-LII systems; and (ii) accesses to databases maintained by AustLII 
located on the multi-LII systems. AustLII does not hold access statistics on (i), as those accesses 
are only recorded on the systems concerned. Because the numbers of documents on AustLII, 
BAILII, PacLII etc are far larger than the numbers of documents in databases located on AsianLII, 
WorldLII or CommonLII, it is likely that (i) is much larger than (ii). The statistics below relate 
only to (ii). 

In 2015, there were over 41 million accesses to the non-Australian databases maintained by 
AustLII and located on AsianLII, CommonLII, NZLII, LII of India, LiberLII, SamLII and WorldLII 
plus citator records on LawCite and Catalog pages.  AustLII blocks spidering of case law on any 
of these services. 

The following chart shows the top 10 most requested databases maintained by AustLII, by 
country or grouping (excluding databases on AustLII). The most popular international databases 
in 2015 are from New Zealand, the International Courts and Tribunals (as well as inter-
government organisations), Sri Lanka, China, the UK and India. The UK accesses refer to the 
English Reports 1220-1873 located on CommonLII.  
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Because there is a high level of overlap between databases maintained by AustLII searchable via 
AsianLII, CommonLII and WorldLII, separate statistics are not given below for each of these 
multi-LII systems. 

 
 

 

DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIVIDUAL SYSTEMS  

        
In addition to maintaining WorldLII, CommonLII and AsianLII,  AustLII also cooperates with a 
number of partner institutions in individual countries by jointly managing on the AustLII 
infrastructure the databases of these LIIs (NZLII, LiberLII and SamLII).  During 2015, highlights 
of developments on some of these systems are as follows: 

During 2015 the successful partnership between NZLII and AustLII continued, 
with eighteen new databases being added to NZLII.  

The new databases are:  

 New Zealand Legal Aid Appeal Authority 1976- 
 Macassey's Reports (NZ) 1859-1872 
 Ollivier, Bell, & Fitzgerald's Reports (NZ) 1878-1880  
 New Zealand District Licensing Committee - Auckland 2014-  
 New Zealand Yearbook of New Zealand Jurisprudence 1997-2011 
 New Zealand Aircrew Industrial Tribunal 1981-  
 New Zealand Air Services Licensing Appeal Authority 1977-  

0 1,000,000 2,000,000 3,000,000 4,000,000 5,000,000 6,000,000 7,000,000 8,000,000

Bermuda

Malaysia

Vietnam

USA

India

United Kingdom

China

Sri Lanka

International Courts

New Zealand

Top ten most popular international and country databases in 2015 
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 New Zealand Transport Charges Appeal Authority 1969-  

 New Zealand Resource Management Law Reform 1988-  

 New Zealand Court of Appeal Reports 1861-1877 

 New Zealand Equal Opportunities Tribunal 1980-1993 

 New Zealand Human Rights Commissioner Case Notes 1988-  

 New Zealand Medical Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal 1997-2010  

 New Zealand Health Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal 2004-  

 Fenton's Important Judgments (New Zealand) 1866-1878  

 New Zealand Colonial Law Journal 1865-1875  

 New Zealand Transport Licensing Appeal Authority 1968-  

 Public Interest Law Journal of New Zealand 2013- 
 
 

AustLII currently maintains the Legal Information Institute of India (LII of India) 
<http://www.liiofindia.org/>.  AustLII is seeking further funding sources to 
further develop databases on LII of India, particularly those concerning the 
history of the common law. 

 

The Commonwealth Legal Information Institute (CommonLII) 
<http://www.commonlii.org/> provides access to laws from 59 Commonwealth 
and common law jurisdictions. With funding assistance from the Commonwealth 
Secretariat’s Legal & Constitutional Affairs Division (ComSec LCAD), AustLII 

continues to develop and maintain the Caribbean Law Project 
<http://www.commonlii.org/caribbean/> resulting in more than 10,000 searchable documents 
in the project’s databases. AustLII also continued to maintain the Commonwealth Criminal Law 
Library <http://www.commonlii.org/int/special/crimlaw/>. 
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COLLABORATIONS WITH OTHER LEGAL INFORMATION INSTITUTES 

AustLII continues to collaborate with a number of international partners. In 2015, it worked 
with the Pacific Islands Information Institute (PacLII) to assist with the IT Infrastructure and 
policy matters.  AustLII personnel travelled to Vanuatu during the year to participate in the 
PacLII Advisory Board and to provide general technical and other assistance. 

AustLII also worked closely with the Southern African Legal Information Institute (SAFLII) to 
develop and maintain the SAFLII facility. AustLII also collaborated with UCT / DGRU in obtaining 
an internal grant from UNSW for $40,000 which led to the presentation of a conference paper at 
the 2015 LVI. 

 

L to R: Andrew Mowbray (AustLII) with SAFLII staff  

AUSTLII INVOLVEMENT IN THE FREE ACCESS TO LAW MOVEMENT 

AustLII is one of the founders, and a very active participant in the global Free Access to Law 
Movement (FALM), which had 59 members at the end of 2015, with three new members – 
CIRSFID (Centro Interdipartimentale di Ricerca in Storia del Diritto, Filosofia e Sociologia del 
Diritto e Informatica Giuridica), KoreanLII (Korean Legal Information Institute) and ZimLII 
(Zimbabwe Legal Information Institute). A full list of members is at the FALM website 
<http://www.fatlm.org>, as is the Declaration of Free Access to Law (2002, as amended) to 
which AustLII and other members subscribe. The logos of the members of FALM are shown 
below. 
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As host of the 2015 Law via the Internet Conference AustLII chaired the annual 
FALM Meeting on Monday 9 November, the day prior to the Conference.  The 
meeting was held in the new UTS facility the Dr Chau Chak Wing Building 
designed by renowned international architect Frank Gehry.   
 

 
The meeting approved formal criteria for FALM membership, and hosting of ‘Law via Internet’ 
Conferences, as well as adopting a FALM logo. The meeting discussed bringing into closer 
alignment the FALM website and the websites created for each LvI Conference. FALM’s support 
for the Journal of Open Access Law (JOAL) was affirmed. AustLII continues to host and maintain 
the FALM website on behalf of the FALM Secretariat, and during 2015 its content was expanded, 
including minutes and photos of recent annual meetings. AustLII will chair the FALM Secretariat 
until the 2016 conference in Cyprus. 

 
Conference delegates to the Law via the Internet Conference 2015 including AustLII Co-Directors Prof Graham Greenleaf, 
Prof Andrew Mowbray and Dr Philip Chung 
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LAW VIA THE INTERNET CONFERENCE NOVEMBER 2015 - SYDNEY 

The Law via the Internet Conference is an internationally focused academic conference held 
annually to explore issues relating to the delivery of the law and legal information via the 
internet, including consideration of the technical, intellectual, policy and regulatory issues 
involved. The 2015 LvI Conference was hosted by AustLII utilizing the facilities of the Law 
Faculty Building at UNSW Australia (the University of New South Wales) on Tuesday 10 and 
Wednesday 11 November 2015.  <http://www.lvi2015.org/> 

The Law via Internet Conferences were originated by AustLII, and were hosted by AustLII in 
1997, 1999, 2001 and 2003. We were delighted to be able to once again bring the Conference to 
Sydney after 12 years of travelling round the world.  

 

The Conference included 40 scholars from 20 countries including New Zealand, the USA, Japan, 
South Korea, Canada, China, Kenya, South Africa, the Netherlands, France and Taiwan providing 
the opportunity to present both submitted and invited papers.  Themed sessions of the 
Conference were: 

 The media and free access to legal information 

 The state and free access providers 

 International law and citizen participation online 

 Innovation in free access to scholarship 

 Technologies for enhancing legal access 

 African developments in free access law 

 Managing free access: Challenges for courts and tribunals 

 Reclaiming legal history 

 Semantics, standards and free access publishers 

 Sports law transparency: Putting the boot in, and throwing the book 
 

The Conference provided a rare opportunity for Australian academics and researchers to hear 
first-hand of developments in Europe, East Asia, Africa and elsewhere.  An enjoyable Conference 
dinner was held at the O Bar and Dining atop Australia Square, which afforded our international 
guests a spectacular view of the Sydney skyline at night.  
 
An issue of the Journal of Law and Information Science (JLIS), edited by Andrew Mowbray and 
Philip Chung, will be devoted to the publication of selected papers from the 2015 Conference. 
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RESEARCH 

One of the two main functions of the AustLII Research Centre is to carry out research in the field 
of legal information systems, which can usually be characterised as ‘applied research’. Funding 
for this research comes from various sources, including conventional research grants (such as 
Australian Research Council Linkage grants), but research is also very often generated by 
research infrastructure grants (ARC LIEF or otherwise) or international development grants 
(including CAS and Justis Publishing - UK) where the goals of infrastructure development pose 
research issues which must be resolved. AustLII is a ‘research in action’ organisation. 

RESEARCH AND RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE GRANTS 

Researchers affiliated with AustLII apply for competitive grants for research and research 
infrastructure development of new databases and services. In 2015, AustLII worked on three 
Australian Research Council (ARC) research grants.   

AUTHORITY AND INTEGRITY OF PRIMARY LEGAL MATERIALS 

In 2013, AustLII (via its host universities UTS and UNSW) and seven collaborating partner 
institutions were successful in obtaining an ARC Linkage grant entitled “Re-inventing authority 
and integrity of primary legal sources for the online world, using free access to make the legal 
system more efficient and just”. This is a three year grant for $150,000 from the ARC with an 
additional $114,000 from partner institutions. Our industry partners in this project include the 
High Court of Australia, the Family Court of Australia, the Federal Circuit Court, the Supreme 
Court Library of Victoria, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Office of the 
Queensland Parliamentary Counsel and the Office of the Chief Parliamentary Counsel of Victoria.  

The Investigators of this project are: Prof Andrew Mowbray (UTS), Prof Graham Greenleaf 
(UNSW), Prof Dan Svantesson (Bond), Prof Anita Stuhmcke (UTS), Prof Jill Hunter (UNSW), Mr 
David Mason (Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade), Mr John Butera (Office of the Chief 
Parliamentary Counsel of Victoria), Ms Lyn Newlands (Family Court of Australia), Ms Laurie 
Atkinson (Supreme Court of Victoria), Mr Andrew Phelan (High Court of Australia), Judge Grant 
Riethmuller (Federal Circuit Court), and Ms Stacey Talbot (Office of the Queensland 
Parliamentary Counsel). 

Progress milestones achieved during the second year of the grant include: 

 The development of a new ‘AustLII Communities’ technical platform, one potential use of 
which will be to develop new forms of case reporting, by communities of ‘trusted users’. 

 Discussions regarding alternative approaches for preparing and distributing authorised 
reports with the participating superior courts have been held with various heads of 
jurisdiction (including Chief Justices) and the Australian Consultative Council of Law 
Reporting, but there has been no firm outcome to date.  

 Extensive discussion and testing with the Federal Circuit Court (FCC) (and other courts) 
resulted in the finalisation of the ‘Signed by AustLII’ model. Equipment was then 
purchased for implementation.  

 In March 2015 AustLII released a digitally signed and watermarked (“signed by AustLII”) 
version of most of the judgments that it holds (around 600,000 cases), from all 
Australian courts and Tribunals, most of which do not appear in any conventional 
reports). In the first year of availability, 274,683 ‘Signed by AustLII’ versions were 
downloaded. 
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 The FCC adopted a Practice Direction recognising ‘Signed by AustLII’ decisions as 
‘accepted’ versions of their decisions. Five South Australian Courts and Tribunals are 
also ‘accepting’ the ‘Signed by AustLII’ format.  We continue to encourage other courts 
and tribunals to ‘accept’ this format. 

 Initial meetings with DFAT to implement best practice by which treaties may be 
provided online with authority and integrity have been held and this will be pursued in 
2016. 

THE INTERNATIONAL LAW LIBRARY 

In 2015, work continued on the International Law Library project. This is funded under an ARC 
LIEF grant entitled “The international law library on WorldLII: New content and facilities for the 
leading repository and citator for international law”. This research infrastructure grant was for 
$284,000 with an additional $395,000 contribution from partner institutions. The project will be 
finalized in 2016. 
 
The Investigators of this project are: Prof Andrew Mowbray (UTS), Prof Graham Greenleaf 
(UNSW), Prof Andrew Byrnes (UNSW), Prof Erika Techera (UWA), Prof Donald Rothwell 
(Sydney), Prof Chester Brown (Sydney), A/Prof Anthony Cassimatis (UQ), Prof Dan Svantesson 
(Bond), Prof Jane McAdam (UNSW), Prof Ross Buckley (UNSW), Prof Ana Vrdoljak (UYS), A/Prof 
Julie Debeljak (Monash), Prof Dianne Otto (Melbourne), Prof Michael Blakeney (UWA), A/Prof 
Timothy Stephens (Sydney), Prof Michael Adams (UWA), Dr Hitoshi Nasu (ANU), Prof Vai Io Lo 
(Bond), Mr Andrew Wells (UNSW), Prof Holly Cullen (UWA), and Dr Richard Joyce (Monash). 
 
Six new databases of decisions have been added to WorlLII including:  

 Council of Europe Venice Commission;  

 Court of Arbitration for Sport;  

 Council of Europe Data Protection Convention;  

 United Nations Reports of International Arbitral Awards;  

 Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia;  

 Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia Transcripts.  
 
Twelve more are progressively being released:  

 United Nations Compensation Committee Decisions;  

 Eritrea-Ethiopia Claims Commission;  

 World Bank Administrative Tribunal;  

 International Labour Organizations Administrative Tribunal;  

 Asia-African Legal Consultative Organisation;  

 European Committee of Social Rights;  

 Iraqi High Tribunal;  

 United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;  

 Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) - Committee on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights - General comments;  

 OHCHR - Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights - State parties reports;  

 OHCHR - Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members 
of Their Families - General comments;  

 OHCHR - Committee on the Rights of the Child - General comments. 
 
In addition, 17 high priority databases, already on WorldLII, have been updated, adding about 
2,000 extra documents. The UN Treaty Series has also been updated, and now includes 49,920 
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treaties. Two new treaty databases have been released and others are under development. 
Regular semi-automated updating is being developed wherever possible. Otherwise, subject to 
resources, databases will be updated at least six-monthly or more frequently for key high 
priority databases. The ECHR and ECJ and Privy Council databases, maintained by BAILII as part 
of the Library, are up-to-date. 
 
Attention is now turning to the other aspects of the project, including international law journals 
and a database of historical scholarship on international law, and a re-vamp of the interface to 
the Library at <http://www.worldlii.org/int/special/ihl/>. Research into referencing styles for 
ICJ decisions completed and parallel citations are being added to enhance the recognition of 
these cases within the LawCite citator and will improve citation histories for these cases once 
integrated. 

THE AUSTRALASIAN LEGAL HISTORY LIBRARIES: STAGE II 

At the end of 2014, AustLII (via its host universities UTS and UNSW) and 12 partner institutions 
were successful in obtaining another ARC grant entitled “The Australasian Legal History 
Libraries: Stage II”. This is a LIEF research infrastructure grant for $410,000 with an additional 
$445,000 contribution from partner institutions.  The aim of this project is to update and expand 
the Australasian Legal History Libraries <http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/special/legalhistory/>.  

The Investigators of this project are: Prof Graham Greenleaf (UNSW), Prof Andrew Mowbray 
(UTS), Prof Anne Twomey (USYD), A/Prof Warren Swain(UQ), Prof Mark Lunney (UNE), Prof 
Rocque Reynolds (SCU), Prof Michael Adams (UWS), Dr Ann Genovese (Melbourne), Prof Leroy 
Certoma (Notre Dame), A/Prof Stefan Petrow (Tasmania), Prof John Williams (Adelaide), Prof 
Mark Finnane (Griffith), Ms Judith Jones (ANU), Prof Maree Sainsbury (Canberra) and Prof Peter 
Handford (UWA). 

In August 2015 a meeting of all Chief Investigators was held to obtain their inputs into the 
project planning, with much valuable assistance obtained.  The additional computing equipment 
central to the project has been acquired and installed. 

Progress on the project to date includes: 

 A new consolidated homepage for the Australian Legal History Libraries and a new 
homepage for the Australasian Modern Legal History Library (1951-2000) have been 
created.  

 Six new databases of historical case law have been added: 
 New Zealand Jurist Reports 1859-1879;  
 Macassey's Reports (NZ) 1859-1872;  
 Ollivier, Bell, & Fitzgerald's Reports (NZ) 1878-1880;  
 Pelham's South Australian Reports 1865-1866;  
 Northern Territory Judgments 1918-1976;  
 Knox's New South Wales Supreme Court Reports 1873-1877 

 New software is being developed to enable the creation of new case law databases 
extracted from newspaper reports held in the National Library’s Trove system by the 
Chief Investigators and other interested researchers.  

 AustLII is working with the Office of the Queensland Parliamentary Counsel (OQPC) and 
with NSW Parliamentary Counsel to source and digitise historical Acts and regulations 
missing from AustLII. 
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 A new database ‘South Australian Government Gazettes 1839-1918’ contains 4322 
items. Further gazette data is being sourced including South Australian Government 
Gazettes from 1919 onwards. 

 A new database, ‘Australian Colonial Law Monographs’ has been created and includes 
133 significant monographs from 1833-1900. Expansion will continue in 2016. 

 Citations information from all the above expansions to the Library are included in the 
LawCite citator, which now includes citation information for 4.8M items (an increase of 
0.3M). 

OTHER GRANTS FOR INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS 

During 2015, AustLII also received a small grant of £20,000 from the Commonwealth Secretariat 
to improve the resources on CommonLII relating to the Caribbean and East Africa.  

 

RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

AustLII Co-Directors published the following papers and made the following presentations in 
2015: 

 Greenleaf G, Chung P and Mowbray A, “Different meanings of ‘free access to law’: Civil 

law and common law comparisions”  – 15th Law via Internet Conference, Sydney, 

November 2015 

 

 Mowbray A, Chung P and Greenleaf G, “ ‘Signed by AustLII’ and other caselaw 
improvements”” – 15th Law via Internet Conference, Sydney, November 2015 
 

 Chung P, Greenleaf G and Mowbray A, “AustLII communities: A multi-purpose approach 
to developing community-generated content” - 15th Law via Internet Conference, Sydney, 
November 2015 
 

 Greenleaf, G, Chung P and Mowbray A “Supporting and influencing data privacy practice: 

the free access International Privacy Law Library” (2015) 31(2) Computer Law & 

Security Review 221-233 

 

AUSTLII RESEARCH SEMINAR SERIES 

AustLII offers a series of lunchtime seminars on aspects of legal information systems by both 
external presenters and AustLII presenters.  

The 2015 seminars were as follows: 

 Graham Greenleaf, Professor of Law & Information Systems at UNSW and AustLII Co-
Director, “Different meanings of “free access to law”: Civil law and Common law 
comparisons” – 8 October 2015 
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 

 Board Member Ian Govey was made a member of the order of Australia (AM) for his 
significant service to public administration and to the law, as a leader in the provision of 
government legal services, and to professional organisations. 

 Professor Andrew Mowbray and AustLII were awarded the Deputy Vice-Chancellor’s 
(Research) Medal for Research Impact. The award is given to those whose research has 
achieved considerable impact outside the academic community. 
 
 

 

UTS Vice Chancellors awards for research excellence 
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FOUNDATION INCOME 

The AustLII Foundation Limited raises donations to maintain AustLII’s Australian infrastructure 
and services. In 2015, the Foundation revenue was $1,259,837 (including $1,138,763 in 
donations and $121,074 in interest and other income).  

AustLII thanks all donors for their support in 2015. These donations play a major part in making 
AustLII’s services sustainable and keeping databases up to date.  

LIST OF DONORS AND RESEARCH PARTNERS 

Contributors fall into two categories, those that provide donations to maintain AustLII’s 
Australian infrastructure and services and those that are research partners to grants for 
research and development. Research partners are denoted with *. 

Contributors are publicly acknowledged for their contribution on AustLII sponsors’ page (unless 
anonymity is requested) with the amounts of contribution recorded: 
<http://www.austlii.edu.au/austlii/contributors/> 

AustLII thanks all its 2015 contributors, which are listed below by sector. 

GOVERNMENT 

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES  

Administration of Norfolk Island 

Australian Government Solicitor 

Australian Taxation Office 

Commonwealth Ombudsman 

Department for Foreign Affairs and Trade * 

National Justice and Policing Senior Officials Group 

National Legal Aid Commission 

NSW Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions 

NZ Parliamentary Counsel Office 

State Library of South Australia 

 

COURTS, TRIBUNALS & REGULATORS  

Administrative Appeals Tribunal 

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency 

Australian Human Rights Commission 

Fair Work Commission 

Fair Work Ombudsman 

Family Court of Australia * 

Federal Circuit Court *  

Federal Court of Australia 

High Court of Australia * 

Migration Review Tribunal / Refugee Review 

Tribunal 

NSW Workers Compensation Commission  

Planning Panels Victoria 

SA Industrial Relations Court and Commission 

Supreme Court Library (Vic) * 

Supreme Court of Tasmania 

Takeovers Panel (Department of Treasury) 

Victorian Civil & Administrative Tribunal 

Victorian Mental Health Tribunal 

WA Industrial Relations Commission 
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EDUCATION 

Australian Catholic University 

Australian Institute of Administrative Law 

Australian National University * 

Bond University 

Charles Darwin University 

Charles Darwin University Library 

College of Law 

Curtin University 

Edith Cowan University 

Griffith University * 

James Cook University 

La Trobe University 

Monash University 

Murdoch University 

Navitas College of Public Safety 

Queensland University of Technology 

RMIT University 

Southern Cross University * 

The University of Melbourne * 

The University of Sydney * 

University of Adelaide * 

University of Canberra * 

University of New England * 

University of Notre Dame * 

University of Notre Dame Library 

University of Queensland * 

University of South Australia 

University of Southern Queensland 

University of Tasmania * 

University of Technology Sydney * ** 

University of Western Australia * 

University of Western Australia  Library 

University of Western Sydney * 

University of Wollongong Library 

UNSW Australia * *** 

Victoria University 

** In addition to its financial contribution, UTS provides physical premises from which AustLII 
staff operates. 

*** In addition to its financial contribution, UNSW provides physical premises for some AustLII 
staff members and for backup server equipment. 

COMMERCIAL  

LEGAL PROFESSION  

(includes law firms, barristers’ chambers, individual solicitors and barristers, patent & 
trademark attorneys and migration agents)

Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT) Limited 

Adam McGrath 

Adrian Batterby Lawyer 

Alec Leopold  

Alistair Pound 

Allens 

Anchor Legal 

Andrew Monisse 

Andrew Sinclair 

APX Law Pty Ltd 

Armstrong Legal 

Arnold Bloch Leibler 

Ashurst 

Aviation Law Assoc of Australia and New Zealand 

Baker & McKenzie 

Bar Chambers SA 

Bartier Perry 

Bell Lawyers Pty Ltd 

Bernard Standish 

Butler’s Will Dispute Lawyers 

Chris McKeown 

Chris Othen 

Christopher Dane 

CKB Partners 

Clare Thompson 

Clayton Utz 

CMM Quay Legal Group 

Cogill Woods Legal Services Pty Ltd 

Connolly Suthers 

Cooper Grace Ward Lawyers 

Corrs Chambers Westgarth 

Cowell Clarke 

Craig Colvin 

Curwoods Lawyers 

David Maddox 

Davies Collison Cave 

Denman Chambers 

Dever's List 

Dibbs Barker 

Dominic Toomey 



   

 34 

Doogue O'Brien George 

DSA Legal Cost Consultants Pty Ltd 

Dundas Lawyers Pty Ltd 

D W Fox Tucker Lawyers 

E & A Lawyers 

E W Gray Lawyer 

Eakin McCaffery Cox 

Edmund Barton Chambers 

Elson Pow & Associates 

Equipe Lawyers 

Forbes Chambers Pty Limited 

Forte Family Lawyers 

Francis Commercial Lawyers Pty Ltd 

Gary Testro 

Geoff Hancy 

Geoffrey Graham 

Grahams Solicitors 

Grant Donaldson 

Green's List 

Greenwoods & Freehills 

Hanson Chambers 

Harry Dixon  

Harwood Andrews Lawyers 

Helping Hand Legal 

Herbert Smith Freehills 

Hopgood Ganim Lawyers 

Howard Alexander 

HWL Ebsworth Lawyers 

Ingmar Taylor 

J Grahame Young 

James J Isles 

Jeffcott Chambers 

Jeffrey Loewenstein 

JMA Legal Pty Ltd 

John Cranston Thompson 

John White 

Johnson Winter & Slattery 

Johnston Withers 

Julian Burnside 

Juliana Friedlander 

Justin Hogan-Doran 

K&L Gates 

Kate Eastman 

Kate Young 

Ken Barlow  

King and Wood Mallesons 

KJK Legal 

Kristine Hanscombe 

Kyrimis Lawyers 

Lachlan Macquarie Chambers 

Lennon's List 

Lionel Robberds 

Lipman Karas 

List A Barristers 

Lynch Meyer Lawyers 

Magistrates Cases 

Makinson & d'Apice 

Margaret Riley 

Mark Dreyfus  

Marque Lawyers 

Martin Willoughby-Thomas 

Maurice Blackburn 

McCullough Robertson 

MDS Legal Pty Ltd 

Merthyr Law 

Michael Coe 

Michael Hodge 

Michael Simon 

Minter Ellison 

Mitchell Chambers 

Moores Legal 

M S Nair & Co 

Murray & Lyons Solicitors 

Nevett Ford Ballarat Pty Ltd 

Newcastle Chambers Pty Ltd 

Nicholas Seddon 

Nine Windeyer Chambers 

Norman Waterhouse Lawyers 

Omond & Co Pty Ltd 

Owen Hodge Laywers 

Page Seager Lawyers 

Paul Bard Lawyers 

Paul Menzies 

Peter Brindal 

Peter Dowding  

Peter Hanks  

Peter Hannan 

Peter Lewis 

Peter Vitale 

Philip Solomon  

Phillips Ormonde & Fitzpatrick 

Proportional Representation Society of Australia 

Prue Vines 

QBGRAZ Enterprises Pty Ltd 

Richard Cobden  

Richard Cogswell  

Rickards Legal 

Robert Crowe  

Robert Gordon 

Robinson Locke Litigation Lawyers 

Rothstein Lawyers 

Russell Cocks 

Russell Kennedy 

Sam Ricketson 

SanLing Chan 

Schweizer Kobras 
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Spruson & Ferguson 

Steven Medlow 

Streeterlaw Sydney Lawyers 

Suzanne Kirton 

Teece Hodgson & Ward Solicitors 

Tina Jowett 

Torrens Chambers 

Tress Cox  

Twelfth Floor Chambers Pty Limited 

Valerie Heath 

Villari Lawyers 

Walker Kissane & Plummer 

Wallmans Lawyers 

Wright Chambers 

Anonymous (14) 

 

BUSINESS & INDUSTRY

Austax Accountants 

CCH Australia Publishing 

CFMEU Mining and Energy Division 

Civil Tech 

Coal Mining Industry (LSL Funding) Corporation 

Counsel's Chambers Limited 

Cumpston Sarjeant Pty Ltd 

IMF Bentham Ltd 

Kidd LRS Pty Ltd 

LawAnswers.com.au 

Legal Practitioners Liability Committee 

Mercer Consulting (Australia) Pty Ltd 

Meriton Group 

Printzone 

Singapore Academy of Law 

Standards Australia Limited 

 

LAW SOCIETIES & BAR ASSOCIATIONS

ACT Law Society 

Commercial Bar Association of Victoria 

Law Council of Australia 

Law Institute of Victoria 
Law Society of the Northern Territory 

Law Society of New South Wales 

New South Wales Bar Association 

Tasmanian Independent Bar Inc 

The Law Society of Tasmania 

WA Bar Chambers Limited 

Western Australian Bar Association 

 

COMMUNITY & OTHER

Amelia Fleming 

Andrew Burnett 

Andrew Dagger 

Bob Kelson 

Brendan Baker 

Brendan Pentony 

Bruce Horton 

Christopher Jervis 

Jacob Della Torre 

Julia Burns 

Julian Ensbey 

Kevin Burges 

Law Society Public Purposes Trust (NT) 

Lloyd Jones 

Louise and John Southalan 

Luke Czaban 

Mabel Tsui 

Merinda Northrop 

Paul Bugler 

Peter Davis 

Phil Chamberlain 

Robert Burton 

Robert Warren 

Russell Byard 

Will Anderson 

Anonymous (23) 
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CONTRIBUTIONS FOR AUSTLII’S INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS 

International Council of Arbitration for Sport 

Justis Publishing Ltd (UK) 

UNSW Law Small Research Grant  
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