| HOW THEY STOPPED
THE
ANTI-SOVIET WAR

' A thrilling account of how intervention |
was defeated in 1918-20, which bears a
moral for today. See page 232.
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THE NEWS

o Cam.pli;-llm

Car Crash in Corio

“In a democratic republic wealth wields its power md:;rec&i;ykﬂli i
the more effectively, first, by means of the direch corruption of &fuw
cials; second, by means of the alliance between the gw:mmmf‘&ix-f{*tht‘
Stock Exchange.” (Engels: Origin of the Family, Private Property and

the State.)

R

“At the present time, imperialism and the domination of the banks
have “developed’ both these methods of defending and asserting the
omnipotence of wealth in democratic republics of all descriptions to an
unusually fine art”” (Lenin: State and Revolution.)

HE three Waterloo (Sydney)
aldermen who were gaoled last
month for taking a £50 bribe were
obviously not masters of their graft.
Mere tyros in venality their ven-
ture lacked the imaginative touch
which marks the work of greater
artists in this field.

Why, instead of accepting the re-
ward for their apostasy in notes
which are so easily traced, did they
not take the lease of a champion
racehorse, or, if this be deemed
above the means of suburban alder-
men, a racing greyhound?

Had they done so they might have
escaped retribution and remained at
liberty to prosper from their
nefarious practices.

That is the conclusion reached
after studying the transactions be-
tween Mr. Lawson (ex-Minister for
Trade and Customs) and Mr.
Smith (of Australian Consolidated
Industries) .

M. Lawson was entrusted by the

government to enter into negotia-
tions with Mr. Smith re the A.C.L
establishing a car manufacturing in-
dustry in Australia.

Agreement was reached on terms
highly favorable to A.C.I. and was
on the eve of ratification by Cabinet
when Mr. Curtin dropped a bomb-
shell by disclosing that Me. Law-
son had leased a racehorse from Mr.
Smith which within a few days had
won a race worth £300.

The Corio by-election campaign
was in full swing when this expo-
sure was made. The Prime Minis-
ter tried unsuccessfully for a time
to whitewash his colleague but pub-
lic pressure forced a belated resigna-
tion of Mr. Lawson from the Cabi-
nec—but not from Parliament.

Thus the government’ SMW’

came to vie with its war
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g But a close ex- manager of the Ford Company,
mination of the facts creates a sus-  wete the chief witnesses to appear
picion that their own hands were before the Tariff Board, and it was
not entirely clean. mainly upon their evidence that the
SOME EARLY HISTORY  Board reported unfavorably towards

; The first step towards the estab- the establishment of the new in-
I:shment‘ of a car manufacturing in- dustry.

g;;g? in Australia was taken in  For the time being the project
4t when Mr. Lyons was Prime was dropped by the government,

T}l;seter. : causing Sir Henry Gullet to remark:
A government decided on a “If the government will not estab-
i ty lj: encourage the new in- [i_sh this industry, then there is some
i tr:'n a[? H:h?:t tax of _.7d. per sinister and mysterious influence
o ! sis  entering the stopping it...” (Hansard, Novem-
2 ty was imposed to raise funds ber 16, 1937.

Otp tfils purpose. One doesn’t need to be gifted
_ Pro u_nger_! investigations, includ- with occult powers to knowgwh
ing an inquiry by the Tariff Board, these sinister and i infl.
and negotiatz'ans followed this ences were g &
measure of the Lyons I

e e
There‘was on the pare of those; wereu at e»j::k[y' T '-_“ﬂuell'lfes
cnmPa£ES which might have been tion il g
expected to undertake manufacture e
C o

: pethaps understandable reluctance had e:ltjeild Cllzltaélstd lfnmms g
'F}, accept the government’s offer. tection exi} dn§ e i
“he profits of some of the compa- governm g : -
:[:es werefhigf:i and it appeared that this newﬂ;zl;cmfefi i

ey preterred to conduct the in P

3 i A i

c!ustry on th.e basis of the importa- rriesua::ltaz e
tion of chassis.” (Hansard, No. 27 20T, - g i
T e iy e

Amongst the companies referred a[l:ottm[ R e
to by Mr. Lawson were General CSISR 4 R e
Motors-Holdens Ltd. and the Ford [

L s Until February last year the com-
st a Pty. pany was k i
y nown as Australian

Glass Manufacturers Co. Ltd, The
char.lge to the present title accom-
panied a plan for the formation of
:hnumber of new subsidiaries and
. e sale to them of the Glass Co.’s
e A ;ssl:ltls. Thus the A.CIL is now‘a
oA #mmi elding company controlling f,

. teen  subsidiaries,  Tp's -nom?::i

"

These interests were not only re-
lqmF, vide Mr. Lawson, to accept
the government’s offer, but were de-
to prevent others from ac-

artnett,
=
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capital is £5,000,000 and paid up can be ordered on co
capital £3,664,292. a manufacturer is getting undu

Lenin, in “Imperialism,” makes a vantage of tariff protection.
interesting comment on this  This announcement cause

VEIY !
company  organisation. price of A.CIL shares to drop ;

form  of
«The holding system,” he wrote, 32/9. By August, however, w

“qot only serves to increase enot- it was apparent that nuthnﬁ\mlﬁ
mously the power of the monopolists; come of the inquiry, they rose again
¢ also enables them to resort with to 38/. Once again those in the
impunity to all sorts of shady tricks know pocketed a nice little ﬂ]ﬂ:pﬁ'
to cheat the public, for the directors In December 1939, Mr. Lawson
of the parent company ate mot introduced  the Motor Vehicle
legally responsible for the sub- Engine Bounty Bill into Parliament.
sidiary companies, which are sup: Briefly the terms of the Bill pro-
posed to be ‘independent, and vide for payment of bounty on en-
through the medium of which they gine units of 15 horse-power or over
can ‘pull off anything’.” of—

There is evidence to prove that For the first 20,000 engine units,
the A.CI. was in touch with the £30 a umit.
government long before the Engine  For the second 20,000 engine
Bounty Bill was introduced in De- units, £25 a unit.
cember 1939. For the third 20,000 engine units,

This evidence also supports the £20 a unit.
remarks of Engels re the alliance It is most interesting to note how
between the government and the this Bill was received by the Labeor
Stock Exchange which is quoted at Party, especially in view of subse-
the head of this article. uent developments.

In June, 1939, “Rydges” (a  The Deputy Leader of the Labor
monghly business and financial Party, Mr. Forde, greeted it as fol-
journal) reported, under the head- lows: ‘“This is a bill to provide for
ing, “Spectacular Rise in ACL, the payment of a bounty on the pro-
that “Canny investors bought the duction of motor vehicle engines

May. Three built in Australia. In the opinion

scrip at 32/3 on the lst 0 :
weeks later in Melbourne the shares of the Opposition this measure 15

touched 37/~
It would be interesting to know
who were these “canny investors”

who knew so much more than the
general public. tablishment of the new in

In July another little ramp was T believe,” he wdbm
worked. It was announced that the interests engaged in ﬁﬂ
Tariff Board would begin an in- of imported motor Ve
quiry into A.C.L under Section 13 tralia « .

(h). Under this section an inquiry usir U

Mr. Fordel waxed wrath %
the sinister and mysterious : 3

ences which were ham M
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hat it does not suit over- night ago when it was reported that
organisarions like General A.CI was keenly interested in the
Mators-Holdens and the Ford Com- manufacture of motor cars in Aus-
leiil - to goto the expense of tralia ... W. J. Smith, director of
;:m t].:hlng factories in Australia A.CIL, has booked his passage to
tor maz,l’ufacrure of motor car the United States to purchase car
mglte;o i ; engine and assembly plant.”
i clude: ll:ry stating that _the Then came the Corio by-election
arty would support the Bill” and a startling reversal of f
N e g reversal of form on
s and 8th Dec, 1939. the part of the Labor Party.
e 5&52454/9.1v M. Curtin set the ball rolling
c i _everythmg appeared to with his tellin f
be plain sailing for the government. L 2 i e
Cmamly the Country Party was' I\;:fs;l]lnsirhracmg rransactions ‘Nirh
EEI:::zd th l;he legI:'s[arion and tried It rolled- to such advantage th
esstully to have the i ; N
re-s.ubmitted to the Tarilq:qug:‘:.(:g z];;efovg?ml\efi‘l J C'ﬂndlda[c o
w@d: Rk o 195 B an enzies was forced to
with the assurance of Lab Cﬂncede. to the terms of the agree-
support th abor Party ment with the A.C.I. being d
t E;lo ¢ government el i = -C.L being ebated
Coo thumb its nose at Cameron and What :thw}}l,en[,ltbreassembles'
: ed the Labor Party to
ﬁdThe A.Q.I. must have been con- 501‘2}8;;:;& . -[hls R ?
.fEf that it had things in the bag. ton o i el
2 s Tl
pomzdgf:s:i of Jamuary, 1940, ce- ”siniste: inmﬂ%t msr:dud? that  the
ported, undet she heading, “Enchu-  through th i
stich h“l‘ ACL” that “along with feat tgh S g
hbc hares asitht BELP, the ACL b ot 1e proposals were outbidden
2 led the market for months, t; tLEIE: el
“Tfée enthusiasm for this stock in. eSina i fenony
o ; : - :
A":*‘:E 1;; ‘]_1*3 'flosmg weeks of 1939,  the socli-cn g 1}313'1‘?9 Rl e
. e _ce[gmmng of December the lished e of Party Funds are pub-
y»pal‘ s were at 36/6 and the of wl we must remain in ignorance
;::nmbutmg SRS i) 1o w 1a_tr this cost the Ford Company
- Thoe hoking. e s U HE AFTERMATH
prove friilborh whendl nless 1t turns coat 1
Bl uyers came Labor P again the
ng, but 'f?‘e latter, not to be disap- cari 4 fa R e
E:iln;ec{'Tmﬁ thefe bids substar when 1§ cor P ith ACI
Wy. Trading on the 11th of it comes before Parliamens.
 month c}me ebipicocilisedily patixl:]I: ! The Country Party has 11’;::3
/13 and the contributings ar Iisfﬂsed the measure all along thz
If these tw, .
0 parties mad,
mo AEDIn-
N cause on the jggy at

some major expansion
mean goad-bye Menzieg_e it would

the daily press a forr.
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But Mr. Menzies has no inten-
tons of bidding farewell to office at
this juncture if it can be avoided.

He prefers to sink his pride and
make his peace with Mr. Cameron,
whom he previously shunned as :
though he had the plague. 2552“5 its &ominadﬁﬁ'in_s’mﬁ}m

The latter has availed himself of. & 3 . Sn.
M. Menzies dilemma to impose the hNo ﬁ{vonder me ‘W“. that
harshest of peace terms. the Soviet i 'h'«

tmore democratic than the best bour-

In return for the promise to make geois republic.

geois parliamenﬁlry e s
Such is the way in which wealth

Finland Signs Peace
of ens, but on the contrary strengthens

March 13 came out with stream-  those forces in Finland which are
er headlines announcing that 50,000 genuinely working for the independ-

Allied troops were ready to embark  ence of their country.
for Finland. The people will see for themselves

Ar the very moment when these that the demands of Russia were not
papers were on sale in Australia the incompatible with Finland’s inde-
representatives of the Finnish gov- pendence as maintained by Manner-
ernment were putting their signat- heim and Ce.
ures to a peace treaty in Moscow. They will want to know why these

The conclusion of peace between people did not meet Russia half way
Russia and Finland has dealt a major in November instead of heeding the
blow to the war plans of the anti- promptings of Britain and France
Soviet imperialists, who right up to and plunging the country info war.
the last minute were working to ex- They will want to know why
tend the conflict. thousands of Finnish lives were sac-

The treaty concedes to Russia all rificed and millions of pounds wasted
that she asked in November, plus in such a senseless venture.
come additional territory which the It is extremely unlikely that Man-
experience of the war proved to be nerheim and Ryt will succeed in
necessary to the realisation of her finding satisfactory answers to these

aim of making her borders in the queries. y

north invulnerable. The peace will also add

The Finnish ruling class have problems confronting (ha
reaped a bitter harvest from the crop and Daladier.
which they allowed Britain and  Right to the

France to sow on theit soil. urged

The peace treaty in no way weak-
i b

HE morning newspapers




less.

Right to the last they maintained
pressure on Sweden and Norway,
trying to involve them in the fray.

But with memories of what hap-

pened to Austria, Czechoslovakia
and Poland, who put their trust in
Allied promises, and confronted with
a practical demonstration of the Red
Army’s fighting capacities in Fin-
land, the ruling classes of these small
nations had the ‘good sense not to
allow their countries to become
theatres of war in the reactionary
interests of Britain and France.

The rebuff met with in Scandina-
via, however, will not divert Britain
and France from their anti-Soviet
war path,

Each reverse only serves to make
them more bitter and intensifies their
hatred of the land of socialism and

The peace concluded betwe.

ca.ti.ou of the oppression of weak
eapital , ..’

thing, namely, that a d
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nations and countries b

= .. To assume that it is possib
emlgrge %‘om anfzmperia]ist war me,
vulgar phrases for a historical stug it
conducted before and during the war“f olfn tﬁfaﬂq htm's SR Hete
~ ceiving the masses of the people by ohsyeri g D eBlEe-
sciousness, by covering up and embel]

 thin : emocratj is i i
~ series of revolutions."—-Propot;El 33% nttepossible Without a
“énmmlttee of the Russian Social-Demg, g0
m?,dlgsl%malist Conference. Helg
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vious that their position was hope- strengthens their determination to

deal it a mortal blow.

Without a doubt the centre of
gravity will now shift to South-East
Europe and the imperialists will
speed-up their efforts to fan the
flames of war in this quarter.

Such developments will bring the
Australian troops abroad into the
front line of hostilities.

The menace of an anti-Soviet war
looms nearer than ever, and the
danger of Australian workers being
pitted against their comrades of the
U.S.S.R. becomes greater.

Therefore the agitation for the
recall of the A.LF, should be intensi-
fied, the struggle against conscription
raised to a higher level, and demands
made upon the government for an
assurance that Australian soldiers

will never be used in an anti-Soviet
war.

Imperialist War and Peace

: en th i i i
was democratic because the U.S.S.R. ?ssa(.) 1;!(;301;1_ ot mhaaf il

does not pursue an imperial; i
perialit predatory pol
Wh_at of a possible peace betWey ¢ o
ler, could it be concluded on the same basis ?
‘I:Iere is what Lenin wrote in June 1916"—-
Sties As long as the foundations of i
ttions remain intact, imperialist i
perialist peace, i.e., to the consolida om0 A,

alist country which

en Chamberlain and Hit-

present, i.e., bourgeois, social

tion, expansion and intensifi-
v finance

le for g democrati
; 1C peace tp
ans, in theory, substituting

Ucring their politica] con-

: A
cratie Lap,
at Kienthatl’,r e

April, 1940
MATERIAL ON THE HISTORY OF THE C.P.S.L.

Marxist-Leninist Philosophy
V.—The Struggle of Opposites

Communist Review

Last month’s article dealt with development as a qualitative and
quantitative process. This month we deal with the source of develop-
ment which is to be found within matter itself. !

ETAPHYSICS regards all

things and phenomena as
identical, i.e., as being devoid of
inner differences and contradictions.
From the point of view of meta-
physics, things and phenomena are
identical because—it is alleged—
they do not contain within them-
selves anything that is other than,
and that contradicts, the basic
features of the given thing. This is
an abstract, lifeless, unscientific view
of things and phenomena.

In reality a contradictory develop-
ment is inherent in all the phenom-
ena of the objective world. The
contradictory character of the de-
velopment is the form of the transi-
tion from the old to a new content.
Lenin regarded dialectics as the
science “of comprehensive historical
development, which is full of con-
tradictions””  The contradictory
character of things and phenomena
is the basis of all development.

Whereas in metaphysics, prior to
the 18th century, nature was viewed
as something absolutely immabile,
something given once and for all,
the French materialist metphysicians
(Holbach, Lamettrie) regarded nat-
ure as something in motion. Nature
is in a process of motion. But how

did they understand the motion of
matter, the only form of it which
they admitted was mechanical
motion.

Even though the metaphysical
materialism of the 18th century re-
cognised motion as a property of
matter, yet it considered motion as
purely external in relation to the
phenomenon, and limited the very
concept of motion merely to its form
—mechanical motion.

This type of motion only charac-
terises the outer changes—and only
the quantitative ones at thar—in
things, in natural phenomena.

A body begins to move, to change
only on being set into motion, on
being given an impulse, from with-
out, from another body. This other
body in its turn received an impulse
from a third body, etc. Conse-
quently what takes place is the circle-
like, eternally homogeneous, con-
stantly repeated motion of a“
natural bodies, motion which is
passedonftomon:bodymaml:'h#
Thus, this motion takes place in a
closed circle. That is how the,
materialistic metaphysicians .con-
ceived the movement of nature. But
if we take nature as a whole,
where did motion come from?




~OMMUNIST REVIEW&' April, 1940
IR R R
; ﬂll-lse 3§'Eiie motion of nature source of the development of matter
as a whole? Where did nature re- within matter itself. Every natural
ceive the fiest impulse? ~ phenomenon contains the source of
The metaphysicians, with their motion within itself. Inherent in
onessided approach could find only each natural phenomenon is the
one conclusion, namely, that the struggle of the opposite parts of its
material world, nature, received its mutually exclusive, opposite ten-
motion from without. Newton dencies. It is this struggle which is
(1643-1727) who lived before the the source of development. In
French materialists, arrived at the Lenins work “On Dialectics,” ex-
fdea of the “first impulse.”” Accord- amples are quoted of these opposite
ing to Newton, absolute space is in- tendencies (see Lenin, Collected
habited by a certain deity who Works, Vol. XIII, International
brought nature into motion. Publishers, 1927 Ed., p. 321).
m;;znr:iu: the conchr of the In the same :.vork Lenin formu-
e :tl'er E‘lEr_e yI to a.forr_n lates th‘e distinction between the two
i - One-sidg,d m::;cha:‘rca] motion ;:- conceptions of dEVE[f)mef‘lt—the
to the analysis of nl:::r;ia h:!I:PmaC mffBPthsmﬂl and' th'e dlﬂlecflcaf-
Dialectical materialismpt 'meﬂa- -evelopment is ‘struggle’ of op-
b T eaches us posites. Twur fundamental (or is i
i ff”“)’ of the forms of the the two possible? or is it two his-
! Ofﬂzls;a; Eatter, (;f the fransitions torically observed?) conceptions of
‘ into others r;lds T moving matter development (evolution) are: de-
only one of the fgrz:lziltgo;g:ioj ::I‘:Epn::'l: . de:[re;se IEmCI -
OF nidter! To' rxdmmi : e ot i rc evelaptiedt as a
BT s ok le:; aril::eha;arf:ra: ;E:ty of' opposites (the division of
other forms of motion of matter osit‘:ne Indro m!.n:ual]ly exclusive op-
(light, electricity, heat, etc.), to ex- Eun : 3;1 g a €ofrela-
amine mechanical motj “On o
i ia s onlygt;(n)?m é::f :][’1: 5, On the firse conception of move-

3 nt self—m 2 .
motion of m. dhock 24 ovement, its impel]i
L atter me_mab[y leads  force, its source Emd,it ‘Pe“lf.lg
scienice of nature into a cul-de- reman i, el s mt()tlve still
S DI thac

sac, leads to the necessity of turning source j

to Ifhe' “first im;.)ulse," to mysticisnf com:se (;:.d,t r::;f::?d e b

ﬁcalerla:atg:;l said that “'the di:alec- second conception ’:I:;:?r' - ‘the
. talist not only considers is directed reci i "

motion to be an indissoluble attrib- ledge of s ot B

: t
ute of matter, but also rejects the movement,” C(Izzsrcgp"fﬂ;ﬁ; self-
s o - 24.)

r view on motion, erc.” (Lenin, Th H
Works, Vol. e Marxist Lenini i
i R D it a;m.gi:i::;?l;e i
1n-

‘ T sl herent in 4| th
mmhm finds the world a mm:enial imt?;::::a&.;
I ‘ 0
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tremendous power. We have no icy, and in this policy
need to seek for a first impulse, to  starting point the fact
turn to mysticism, as metaphysics .. if devel
does. To the dialectical-materialist way of the disclosure of in

it is clear that the source of develop- contradictions, by way of collisions
ment is the innercontrariety of between opposite forces on the basis
things. Consequently the task is to  of these contradictions and so as to
discover, to find these contradictions overcome these contradictions, then
in the very life of phenomena. it is clear that the class struggle of 5

Tt is the struggle of opposites that the proletariat is quite natural and
constitutes the source of all develop- inevitable phenomenon.
ment. “Hence we must not cover up the

The doctrine of Marxist dialectics contradictions of the capitalist sys-
regarding the contrariety of the de- tem, but disclose and unravel them;
Velopmeﬂt Of an the phﬂnﬂmena Of we must not tfy to Cl'leck the :lﬂss
the objective world is of tremendous struggle but carry it to its conclu-
practical and political significance. sion.

The Bolshevik Party, throughout “Hence, in order not to err in
the whole of its history, had to con- policy, one must pursue an uncom-
duct a struggle against the numer- promising proletarian class policy,
ous anti-Marxist groups that had not a reformist policy of harmeny
penetrated the ranks of the working of the interests of the proletariat
class. and the bourgeoisie, not a compro-

The Bolshevik Party, armed with misers’ policy of ‘the growing of
Marxist dialectics, armed with the capitalism into Socialism’.” (Short
knowledge of the laws of social de- Course of the History of the
velopment, routed the Narodniks, History of the CPS1L. [Blep
the Anarchists, the Mensheviks and  111.)

the S.Rs, routed those who stood The inveterate enemies of Marx-
for the restoration of capitalism in ism, the Russian Mensheviks, work-
the U.S.S.R., namely the Trotskyite- ing hand in glove with the whole
Bukharinite gang of fascists. gang of the Second International,

The principles of proletarian did much harm to the Labor move-
policy, based on Marx’s philosophi- ment. These frantic lnmlillﬁﬁf
cal materialism, were alien things to the bourgeoisic made their starting
all these enemies of Marxism. point the anti-Marxist,

They were hostile to the basic path of development, strove
problems of Marxism: the prole- about the reconciliati
tarian Socialist Revolution, the dic- contradictions, the
tatorship on the working class, the the interests of
building of socialism in one country, those of
etc., etc. :

The Bolshevik Party pursued
irreconcilable class, proletarian




struggle of the proletariar to the

end, but to gloss over the contradic-

tions of capitalism and thereby to
hinder the development of the class
struggle of the proletariat.  Such
an approach to the analysis of social
life is not materialistic, but meta-
physical and idealistic.

Comrade Stalin, in his work
“Foundations of Leninism,” exposed
the dogmas of the Second Inter-
national and showed the anti-
dialectical and metaphysical charac-
ter of the method employed by
these renegades from socialism.

“Instead of a coherent revolu-
tionary theory, they propounded
contradictory theoretical postulates,
fragments of theory isolated from
the actual revolutionary struggle of
the masses, and which had become
transformed into threadbare dog-
mas. For the sake of appearances,
they always, of course, referred to
the theory of Marx, but only in
order to rob it of its living revolu-
tionary spirit.

“Instead of a revolutionary
policy there was effete philistinism,
practical  politics, patliamentary
diplomacy and parliamentary schem-
ing. For the sake of appearances,
of coutse, ‘revolutionary’ resolutions
and slogans were passed only to be
pigeon-holed.

_ “Instead of educating and teach.
ing the Party true revolutionary
tactics from a study of its own mis-
takes, we find a scudied evasion of
orny  questions, which were
over and veiled. Tn order to

COMMUNIST REVIEW
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keep up appearances they were not
averse to talking about these awk.
ward gquestions, only to “’“‘d‘“P
with some sort of ‘elastic’ resolution,

“Such were the features, the
methods of work and the armoury
of the Second International.”
(Stalin, “Leninism,” Vol. T, p. 21.)

Only Marxist dialectics, which
arm us with a correct method of
knowing objective reality, with the
doctrine of the contrariety of the
development of all the phenomena
of the world, renders it possiible to
make an objectively true analysis of
reality, enables us to get our correct
bearings in all our theoretical and
practical activity.

Such are the basic features of the
Marxist dialectical method.

* * *

Only Marxist dialectics gives a
really scientific, objective analysis
of _Ihe ;_:-henomena of nature and of
so_ctal lifed8The task isliolmasier
this _L'Bvo[utionary instrument  of
knowing and changing the world,
iy I_na.ster the theury of Marxism-
I_}zlemms@. All the significance, all
the majesty of this ¢h i
changes the world, i ;01’5’, 'WhICh
I fepie (,j; shown in the

e e L
Short Course” 4 sS.U. (B)
& rse,” drawn up with the

FECt participation of the leader of
the peoples, e

» Lomrade Stalin, W,
ShﬂH draw stren l’l‘l d
orientation i, oug e Llear
iq H s
from this splend d b[:l'ictlca.l activity
U bebosgtty ur ok which opens
of the evens the i
Bomtian o
oncluded.)

ENTURIES ago, they say, pil-
grims used to come from the
tribes of Asia to a settlement on the
Caspian Sea to adore the eternal
flame of the Temple of Sourahkani.
This fire, it had been prophesied by
Zoroaster, would one day set fire to
the world.

That settlement on the Caspian
is now the town of Baku, capital of
the Constituent Republic of Azer-
baijan, and centre of the Soviet oil
industry, a city of 800,000 people
—a city threatened, if we can be-
lieve our newspapers, by the pre-
sence of an Allied Army including
Australian troops in the Middle
East. Is the prophecy of Zoroaster
to be verified? Will the oil of Baku
set fire to the world? Thousands
of Australian lives are involved in
the answer.

From time immemorial, says the
Lamp (monthly paper of Standard
Qil of New Jersey) Baku has been
“the door in the wall between Eur-
ope and Asia, and thus so coveted
that Russians, Arabs, Persians, Tar-
tars and Byzantine Greeks have all
fought for it, and given it as cruel
and bloody a past as is possessed
by any spot on earth.”

“In 1722, continues the Lamp,
“Peter the Great of Russia, who had
long coveted Baku for its strategic

position as the gateway to Asia and
for its oilfields, sent an expedition

Hyfe 1 - .
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from Astrakhan to Derbent. Th‘:
next year the Russians entered
Baku. In 1863, the first refinery at
Baku was founded by the Armenian,
Melikoff.  Eight years later the
first well was drilled in the valley
of the River Kondake, and two
years after that the first gushen was
struck.”

The Baku oilfields are reputed to
be the most prolific in the world,
with underground stocks surpassed
by those of no other country. Local
and foreign capitalists were quick
to invest, and the fields were subdi-
vided into a maze of concessions.

The conditions of the workers are
revealed by no less important a
paper than the London “Times.” In
its Russian supplement of July 27,
1914, it referred thus to the Baku
oil strike: “Tt cannot be denied that
many of the demands were quite
justified, and, furthermore, in view
of the prevailing anxiety as to an
outbreak of plague, it was highly
desirable that the companies should
proceed to take urgent measures. At
the Balakhani fields, é‘:; mﬁ
the soil is so befouled that it is con-
sidered by specialists to. hm
insanitary in the world.

all this the companies




strongly assisted by the local authori-

ties. Wholesale evictions and other

violent measures have been applied.”

The “Times” hastens to assure its
readers that “the strike has driven
up the price of oil 45 kopeks per
poud, which will enable the compa-
nies to present their shareholders
with repores as brilliant as those of
last year.”

Profits were high. The capitalists
and the shareholders were not
worrying. The illegal activity of a
worker known as Stalin, who had
been organising the workers in Tiflis
and Batum since 1898, and the
workers of Baku since 1907, did not
worty them greatly. Stalin’s party,
the Bolsheviks, had a small mem-
bership only, and the political police
were keeping them worried. Stalin
himself had been arrested and ex-
iled time after time.

However, the Russian workers
knew the value of the efforts of the
Baku Bolsheviks. The successful
Baku strike of December 1904 was
remembered, not only as a victory
for the workers, but also as “the sig-
nal for the glorious actions in Janu-
ary and February all over Russia,”

A few days after the “Times”
had written of the “brilliant” re-
ports of the Russian oil companies,
war broke out.

In two different senses, Australian
blood was spilt for cil in the First
World War. Firstly, because one of
the aims of the Gallipoli adventure
was to enable Russia to resume ex-
ports through the Black Sea,
Churchill  mentions specifically
wheat, but Frank C. Hanighen
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writes that “Australians died on .:he.
slopes of Gallipoli to feee Russian
oil” (The Sectet War, pp. 76-7.)

Secondly, there was the Secret
Treaty signed on March 20, 1915,
berween the British and T_sarls:
governments. This treaty, Slg_l'lt‘d
a2 few weeks before the Gallipoli
landing, gave Constantinople to the
Tsar. Britain in return was pro-
mised the central part of Iran
(Persia). The Anzacs believed they
were dying for freedom. But they
were dying to win Constantinople
for the Tsar, and Persian oil country
for the British oil kings.

The Tsar’s fond dreams of Con-
stantinople were rudely shattered in
1917 by the marching feet of the
Russian  people.  Before those
marching feet had stopped, the
whole system of Tsarist slavery had
been trampled underfoot. Socialist
Russia arose on the ruins of Tsarist
Russia. The Russian oilfields were
nationalised. Production was to be
for the use of the common people,
not for the profits of the idle few.

A few months later intervention
began. It is interesting' to find that
one of the reasons given was that
‘I}e Allies had ¢o ptevent Russian
oil from getting to Germany, Lloyd
George still naively gives this' as a
;Ias‘m. on page 3163 of his War
pl:::;;;:‘ Ie hmay_ have sounded
Germany }al;dtbz s iafeec
vention be o deifeated, inter-

came more vig

orous than
eVer, proving that 1, ;
oil supplies e Qibrion .of

to German
‘ Y was not the
reason  for intervention,
worth remembering today,

!
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Australians enter the picture once
again. In January, 1918, a small
force was organised in Mesopotamia
under the command of General
Dunsterville (one of the schoolboys
of Kipling’s “Stalky and Co.”
grown up in true Kipling style to
be a British imperialist). This
“Dunsterforce” set out on a secret
mission. The wily Lloyd George
declares in his Memoirs that its job
was to “carty out famine relief and
keep open the route between Bagh-
dad and the Caspian.” The place
that it chose for its “famine relief”
was—have you guessed it?—Baku.

The Official History of Australia
in the War of 1914-18 contains
some phoms of the Dunsterforce,
which included, according to the
caption attached to photograph 691,
20 officers and 20 N.C.O.s of the
Australian Forces.

In Baku the Dunsterforce appears
to have devoted more time to mili-
tary organisation than to ‘‘famine
relief.” The Turks had occupied
Batum in April, and in June the
Menshevik Government of Georgia
had signed an agreement with Thur-
key and Germany. (German troops
had landed near Batum in May.)
The Bolsheviks held Baku, but at
the end of July a revolt was engi-
neered (evidently by British agents),
and the new administration appealed
to the Dunsterforce for aid. British
and Australians entered Baku, but
were forced to evacuate in Septem-
ber. After the Armistice the British
came back. Their ships, according
to Louis Fischer, flew the flags of
Great Britain, France, the US.A,
and the Tsar. Were the Russian
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people pleased to see the
ist flag flying from the
But the imperialists were not
ing about the feelings of the
sian workers. Workers shouldn’t
have feelings. ysift soed -

“The British,” says Louis Fischer,
“treated Baku as a new addition to
the Empire.” 7 W

The meaning of this phrase was
shown when 26 leading members of
the Baku Bolsheviks were taken by
the British forces out into the desert
and shot—a crime that the Russian
people have never forgotten.

It was perhaps with this murder
in mind that the chairman of a Bri-
tish oil combine with wells in Russia
referred in December, 1918, to the
British forces in the Caucasus as
“liberators from the Turkish yoke
and the yoke of Bolshevism.” He
went on to declare that “Never in
the history of these islands was
there such an opportunity for the
peaceful penetration of British in-
fluence and British trade, for the
Creﬂr‘lorl Gf a Secﬂl'ld India or a
second Egypt.” (Louis Fischer, “Oil
Imperialism,” 1926, p. 3L.)

Unfortunately for the chairmen
and shareholders of the oil compa-
nies, the Russian people objected to
their country becoming “a second
India or a second Egypt.” The re-
sistance of the Russian workers and
peasants, and the militancy of the
workers in the capitalist countries,
smashed the plans of the oil -

and the imperialist statesmen.
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~ The oil kings and the capitalist
diplomars were temporarily defeated.
But they have never given up their
plans for the seizure of the Soviet
oilfields.
At the Genoa Conference in
May, 1922, the key question was
Soviet oil. Louis Fischer states that
the Soviets, “exhausted by famine,
civil war and blockade, were ready
m 1922 to conclude almost any bar-
gain.” It would be more correct to
say “conclude any bargain favorable
to the Soviets.” (It appears that an
agreement was reached between the
Soviet diplomats and the representa-
tives of Shell Oil. But Standard
Oil blocked the agreement. The
Conference showed the close inter-
locking between governments and
oil kings. Royal Dutch Shell was
backed by the British Government,
Standard Oil by the United States
Government, and French sharehold-
ers by the French Government.
The conference ended in failure,
and in a resolve by the oil kings to
carry on a blockade of Soviet oil,
Before long, however, the blockade
broke down. Such are the contra-
dictions of capitalism! By 1923,
Royal  Dutch-Shell was  buying
Soviet kerosene, and by 1926, ac-
cording to Louis Fischer, Soviet oil
was supplying the navies of Great
Britain, France, Italy and Greece!

Standard Qil also bought Sovier

The reasons fDl.' the
‘of the blockade are the

P i

y that the Russian people can
- proud of. i g
o * "
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iy of Soviet oil, its low price,

and its proximity o the European
. g

mﬂsl':e Henri Deterding, k_mg of
Shell oil, did not abandon his plans
to recover the Russian oil u{ells. He
began a price-cutting campaign. His
big trust, that had crushed so many
small concerns with this weapon, set
out to crush Russian oil—and failed!
Russian oil had the backing of a
wotkers' state, and it refused to be
crushed.

Deterding then (according to
Hanighen) organised a revole in
Georgia in 1924. Documents were
seized showing that British and
French warships would land rein-
forcements in Batum.

In May, 1927, Deterding struck
again. The Midland Bank was
about to negotiate a £10,000,000
loan with the Soviet. At the criti-
cal moment the Home Office raided
Arcos (the Soviet Trade Head-
quarters in London), diplomatic re-
lations were broken off, and the loan
cancelled. Delaisi declares that the
whole thing was “inspired, and per-
haps commanded by certain large-
scale oil interests” (Foreign Affairs,
London, Oct,, 1937).

“Large-scale oil interests” means
Det&f‘c{ing, ACt‘Ording to the Syd-
ney “Sun’ of March 3, 1940, De-
terding “sat behind  £270,000,000
capital” and declared: S Taerat o as
Remogin of getting to Heaven as I
o °f,§°“i“g back those confis.
Icla:ed Oﬂﬁe_ld" I would feel even
w:?i::t:h“ I do at present.” He

Bt of aheiollfeldignd: un:

eEsinofHeavenl Easing wrong.

i
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He has got to Heaven, He hasn’t
got the oilfields. He liked to be
called the “Petrol Napoleon.” It
was a fitting name, They both tried
to conquer the world.  And they

both had to retreat from Moscow.
L * -

Soviet oil production advanced by
leaps and bounds, “U.S.SR. IN
CONSTRUCTION” for May,
1935, gave the following figures for
the Baku district: Oil production
had dropped from 7,400,000 tons in
1913 to 2,896,000 tons in 1921-2.
By 1927-8 it was up to 7,480,000
tons; by 1934 ic had increased to
18,962,000 tons. The population of
Baku district has doubled since
1917. The Soviet Government has
spent over 100 million roubles on
improving the living conditions of
the workers. Six new big hospitals
have been built, eight palaces of
culture, and four factory-kitchens.
Azneft (the Azerbaijan oil industry)
is now the biggest oil enterprise in

Til(‘. “r'(]fld.
- & ®

Deterding has gone—but the oil
trusts remain. And with the out-
break of the Second World War,
armed intervention comes once
again to the top of the agenda paper
of world capitalism. The Turkish
press “believes that toward the end
of March events may precipitate
Allied-Turkish action against the
Russian oilfields.” Rumanians “also
speculate on the possibility of a
drive against Russia’s oilfields.”
And the Australian dailies swell the
chorus. The leading articles of the
Sydney “Sun” of February 29 and
of the Melbourne “Argus” of
ruary 16 both talk openly of

s iife
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Soviet oil &5 not the
The difficulties facing the
tion of intervention are consi
The Anzacs may therefore be
in a struggle for contral of
Rumanian oil, or more pm!:qﬁ’ljr_, the
oil of Iraq (Mesopotamia) and
Iran (Persia). ;
Irag and Iran are both nominally
independent. But Britain retains
Military control of Iraq, which is
virtually a British colony, just as
Palestine is. The British imperial-
ists also have been exerting pressure
for years against the rising nationa-
list movement in Persia. A Mel-
bourne “Herald’ article on January
29, wrote of the Persian oilfields:
“Those oilfields are of vital impor-
tance to us. We cannot risk their
falling into what would be enemy
hands. Failing appeal from Iran
for assistance, some formula meet-
ing international law conditions
would have to be evolved to enable .
us to take the necessary measures §
on Tran tertitory to protect this vital
point from Russian attack.” Ac
cording to this writer, Parsunmizis
to be held for Britain at all costs,
even against the wmhaﬁéf :
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ing a “war against fascism”) means
in practice supporting the use by
British imperialism of Australian
troops not only against a business
rival, but probably also against the
Socialist Sixth of the World or
against the democratic struggles of
the Middle Eastern people.

The Labor movement needs to
raise its voice in protest against any
use of the Australian forces in
“police action” against the national-
revolutionary and democratic
struggles of the Arabian and Allied
peoples.

. . -

This article has viewed the
Middle East by the light of oil. But
oil is not the only issue. We have
to beware of the mistake made by
Louis Fischer, Frank C. Hanighen
and other writers who over-simplify
the issue and write of oil as the only
imperialist issue, who give to oil
some magic power over the affairs
of men.

There is nothing magic about oil.
Oil can be, under socialist control,
a uwseful product serving the needs
of men. Under capitalist control ic
is a major prize in the imperialist
conflict, and the question of its con-
trol involves millions of lives. It
is not oil that plays with these lives,
It is the imperialist groups.

Nor is oil the only prize in the
imperialist conflict. Tt is not the
only issue. The oil kings are linked
not only with the politicians but also
with the magnates of iron and steel,
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chemicals, armaments, banking and

other monopolies. 5

The policy of this class is not
dominated solely by the factor of
oil, any more than it is dommate:d
by any other single factor. The main
factor in their policy today, over-
shadowing all others, is the dE.SirE
to destroy socialism, whose continu-
ing successful growth is the main
force aimed at their power and their
profits.  This mad desire, and not
the need to cut off oil supplies from
Germany, is the reason for the anti-

Soviet drive.

Our rulers want to spill our blood nof
only for oil, not only to crush the colo-
nial peoples, but, above all, to destroy
secialism and drive the Russian people
back to slavery. The madness and crimi-
nal stupidity of such an adventure 10t
deter them. The lessons of intervention
in the years 1918-1920 are forgotten—
the mutinies in their armies, the threat
of direct action from the whole of the
British Labour Movement, the long series
of military defeats.

Nothing, it seems, will stop them.
Their plans for using the armed fo
of German fascism as the spearncad
broke down. Their plans for using the
Finnish forces failed: The Swedish people
;efuseq to fight the battle of British
m}penah.sm. But the lords of British
Big Business still have hope —in the
forces of the bribed Turkish Govern-
ment, and in the “loyal people of the
Er;tlilsh Dominions,”

e recent news from Finland wi
encourage the Turks to “fight to ml' l':ll::
pound sterling.” And it has been mad
quite clear that it e

. the Austra’ian workers
als ml::a to be used in an anti-Soviet
i it aga:r‘::ty will throw their whole
{Ek such a criminal under-

The lords of gj Bus
ﬂ:::—&:l;lr. still hgve puhv:i?r;—-sl;:]ely h;}ﬁ

Dplans, Th];a lactu that they
dangerous, em all the more
Gl the mn?::vun:ha SAEEt 1o ful-
fire 1o fhe ! Todster, and set

world with the oil
it will not be the W il of Baku,
will e dey s "1:! socialism that
flames will geq the . fames.  The
hiypocrisies and brugalities gy Lc5e And
:nl;i. on the ashes the w:;:k‘;'r'e:vli‘;:amm'

e
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~ John L. Spivak

AMERICA’S ACE REPORTER AND._INVESTIGATOR
UNCOVERS A FEW MORE FACTS CONCERNING THE |

RADIO PRIEST AND HIS RACKETEERING ACTIVITIES:

DETROIT spreads over a vast
area, with the towns and wil-
lages on its outskirts almost a part
of the industrial centre.  The
stranger finds it difficult o tell
where Detroit ends and a subutb be-
gins, as with Royal Oak, ‘where the
Rev. Charles' E. Coughlin holds
forth from the Shrine of the Little
Flower, twelve miles from the heart
of Detroir, on what is known as 12-

Mile Road and Woodward Ave.

Scattered homes and roadside
stands line the wide and spacious
highway which runs by the Shrine.
As you aproach Woodward Ave. by
bus or car you suddenly see the
high, imposing tower of the Shrine.
A steady stream of cars is always
parking in front of the Shrine to
discharge passengers, who enter the
church on tiptoe, speaking in hushed
voices. The auto licenses show that
visitors are from all parts of the
country, with Michigan and its bor-
dering states predominating.

THE SACRED SLOGANEER

The Shrine itself was built with
an eye to attracting attention.
Powerful lights, arranged with the
skill of a Broadway advertiser, play

upon the marble and granite tower
ar nighe, with its enormous frieze of
Christ crucified and the single word
carved at His feet: Charity. The
blocks of stone of which the church
is built are carved with inscriptions,
some Biblical and some just good
slogans, for the radio priest is as
staunch a believer in slogans as any
advertising man.

Both the Shrine and the tower,
rising out of a picturesque sea of
green lawn, flowers, and trees, are
beautiful examples of church archi-
tecture. The agonised face of the
Christ figure looks down upon the
highway with its teeming traffic and
the Broadwayish lights below, anci
actoss the street to the church-
controlled grounds with the hugf
sign “Shrine Super-Service” over
the gasoline station buile there as a
litele side venture. “Visitors
come,” “Shrine Inn,” “Hat
face the Christ. You leave thg
Dogs” and the peppacgfg
Super-Service,” crossﬁe
walk up the path to
doors of wthi;church '
fronted with
il




rer points to a building on the lawn
igme Rev. Charles E. Coughlin
sells mementoes ranging from his
own pictures to anti-Semitic books
and newspapers. You breathe a
sigh of relief once you pass through
the church doors. Hot dogs and
souveniers have been left behind.
Here at last you are in God's
House, tranquil and still, cloistered
and secluded from the money-
changers of the outside world. But
as the heavy doors close silently,
you stare at another sign with the
finger pointing towards the chapel:
“Souveniers.” It’s just another shop
within the church itself where, in
the shadow of the altar, the Rev.
Charles E. Coughlin sells the cross,
the Bible, picture postcards of him-
self, the same anti-Semitic books,
and the Brooklyn “Tablet,” which
is also carrying on an anti-Semitic
campaign.

This shop opens upon the chapel.
Through the open door, in the pre-
sence of the patron saint of the
Shrine, you see a desk with a sign:
“Enrol here for the Radio League
of the Lictle Flower.”” The appli-
cation blanks on the desk, laid out
neatly for the visitor’s attention,
state that it is a “non-political or-
ganisation.”  This assurance is
signed “Father Coughlin” It is
this same “non-political organisa-
tion” which has taken in about
1,000,000 dollars from the public,
and used almost 100,000 dollars of
this money to help launch the
ational Union for Social Justice,

S

The monies taken in by

210 COMMUNIST REVIEW

April, 1940

1. League and what is done with
.thzh:mL::gnm reported to the priest’s
ecclesiastical superiors, whose tax-
exempt Property it uses:

Underneath this shop and chapel
are the offices out of which the vari
ous corporations organised by Silver
Chatlie solicit funds from the pub-
lic. None of these privately con-
trolled money-raising outfits make_s
any report on income and expendi-
tures to the church upon whose pro-
perty they operate without paying
rent or taxes. Here are thc ﬂﬂifes
of the privately owned “Social Jus-
tice” magazine which bluntly teld
the archbishop of Detroit that it is
not and never was an organ of the
Catholic Church and consequently
didn’t intend to submit to editing
by the priest’s ecclesiastical superior,
who was acting upon papal instruc-
tions. Here, Silver Charlie himself
busily directs the thriving business
of raking in the shekels, while
directly overhead his employees sell
the cross to whoever will buy.

PIETISTIC RACKET

I had some letters which showed
h.m_v Silver Charlie worked the re-
ligious angle in a litele advertising
scheme in which he used a “relic of
the True Cross,” as a “come on,” as
it's called in the advertis'mg world,
to solicit subscriptions to his pri-
vlately owned “Social Justice” maga-
zine.  In comparison with some of
!'us other activities it was trifling:
1t interested me only e
showed the way he yges
s?lemn articles of his fajg
his publishing ventyre,

Coughlin had puc in some whole-

cause it
the most
h to plug
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sale orders for little chrome-plated aﬁ“lﬂkﬁ&w :
crosses, each of them stamped alfe'zd?“nfw'm
“Radio League of the Little Flower,” each time in Ia:gﬂ-;
which he is even now distributing  There is et .
with a circulation plugging letcer. Cross at the Shr'[m:-_ of ﬁt!:' itt
The recipient is told that this gift [Flower. The whoh:_s:s‘lu_ mn{w
cross has touched a “relic of the turer hasw't got a relic of the True
True Cross” and ends with a “P.S.” Cross. The railroads mnymgthef
as if Coughlin had just thought of  shipments haven't got a relic . M
it: “Will you please do me a per- True Cross. Just where, in b
sonal favor and secure one more course of the_ mzfnufacture, st ti’;
subscription to ‘Social Justice’ maga-  ment, and distribution of these lit
sine this week or next? Tt expresses advertising crosses the,v. touched a
the suppressed truth. The enclosed  relic of [i\e.Tr'l%g Cr?ss is a Fyst;?__
card is for your convenience. God After logkmg into it a lictle while,
bless you!” Below that: “P.P.S. I concluded it's a gag p_layed up:in_s
If bt‘}L';1C friend wanes a crucifix lev the deep religious e:'notlons ?bfe
me know. CEC” contributors 5o they 1l subscribe to-
T asked the hostess in the church Coughlin's magazine, 2 238 as;
wvenier shop if 1 could have a’ phoney as usifip tl.'u: nfm-exlstel:i_
cross which had touched a relic of “Ben Marcm to d:imtem?:i::temaanam
the True Cross. Semitic propaganda in g

“I'm so sotry,” she smiled apolo-  zine.
getically, “but we're all out. There WHAT THE CHANCELLOR
has been such a demand l:or_tlhem. SAID

We wired three times for additional et w?lere
we JEglasy ;ent Ou:l he got the authority to say deﬁm;::g
tilousanis T }t:h, t}gu[sar;us kg:;v dnikhe aduer%sing érosms t;u[cde-.
housands of them. St Y ! ic of the True Cross an
;:2:1’:;: : {;[rlc time to manufacture aciéz}:ictz a;ke g rthe “Acchdi .
and stamp them. ['m expe,cting 1 Detroit. There were several ques-
new batch this week and T'll send rions T waned. o asle thespsel iR

50UV

supplies, and

you one.” ecclesiastical superiors, anyway ==
“Perhaps I cm.'lld g one AN, whether the Al‘dldiwts_e kﬂe“’.“f i
East,” I said anxiously. priest’s strange financial, mi

“Oh,” she shook her head disap- tions, whether he used any o
provingly. “I suppose s0, bue it e collected for i
wouldr'e be blessed. Father gets 4 hether the Arc
them, blesses the whole lot, an TUTEE
then we ship them out.”

“They come here direct from the
manufaccurer?”

“Oh, yes,” she said dlﬂfﬂuﬁ
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from “New Masses” knew about Silver Charlie’s adver-
P to know, his first tising scheme.
was to excuse himself. I I don’t think that question is
exp | that, since apparently considered in canon law,” he said
many of the priest’s activities were cautiously. “T don’t believe canon
exceedinglyt sharp practice and some  law ever thoughe of it.”
even appeared to be illegal, the  “Isee,” I said. “Suppose we get
church’s refusal to explain its know- on to his finances. What control
ledge or lack of knowledge of these has the church over Father Cough-
acts might be misconstrued as ap. lin’s finances?”
proval of them. “The pastor controls the finances
The chancellor thought it over, of his parish. He sends in an an-
and ﬁ_naﬂy said, “Just what is it nual report which states what his
on wtsh,to ask.?” church property is—its income and
There’s a minor question I'd like disbursements. It is all itemised.”
t; a‘;[-(I-fu'st. Are there any relics of  “Do you ever audit his books?”
the True Cross in the United  “We don’t audit the books of .
ok : s of any
Ste}t_tle:. d i o0 church in the whole diocese.”
seemed surprised at the ques-  “Then you have no way of know
pteea s pris £5) 1 |ben y of know-
LT e
: : hority to
in hundreds,” he smiled. “If a per- L e
son is willing to believe and ﬁpzr e - ﬁl'la_nccs e S
; ' believe and finds  regulations regarding the fin
solace in that belief, it i hi i = W
e e t 1t 1s one [T}ng- of his church, but only of church
i ere 1s no lrue property and i T
. ’ property monies. he has a
o rdlc in the Sy ~ Radio League of the Little Flower
uld a Catholic priest give or a 'Social o :
R s ocial Justice’ magazine, that
something is a relic of the True ¥ ‘?&;huudegomy it 1
Cross?” at about the monies tak
r'?(;snb' if he had d h o T e Leﬂguem:nda the
ad doc i ine?”
stand the test of the cl;:;n:;a::ﬁ:i i
tion and it has been a d
the __Arr:hbislmp; oth:rwl':im[:: cz .
s it only for personal veneration.” .
_"Could a priest of the Catholic L.:agui:;s zny :lgor{e{ frorn_ tl;'e Radio
h el people that Soniediles oo r Social Justice’ maga-
y i i, e gone to his church?”
o thar.ﬂat statement carf? ellc},ar:.g:enm thoughe this over
sdvrisng pur. okt ‘1 dom chink he could
TG : hve .l.lllt the buildings and the
e ;Cu :;’1 Jhl.;st with co?tributions made
a5 ; jle H 8 his sermons,” he said slowly.
must have taken some of the

“They are not included in the re-

orts and are not under my supet-
vision.”
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money for his parish and church
activities.”
“Does the church exercise any
control over the non-profit-making
corporations  organised by  her
priests?”
“WHAT POOR SOCIETY? : it's supposed ta be separa
“The only ones I'm familiar with  personal account,” he said d
are those like orphanages, etc., of ~ “In relation to the church
which, very often, the archbishop is  the state: What id the church’s attis
president . . .7 tude when money is raised by a
“I mean non-profit-making cor- priest for church activities and that
porations which get control of profi  oney is used to build a political
making corporations, as in the case  groanisation?”

of the Social Justice Poor Society. “T don’t believe the use of patish
3 funds for such a purpose is permit:

" «The what?” said the chancellor. (od ynder canon law.”
“The  Social  Justice  Poor “\What control has the church

Society.” over Father Coughlin?”
] never heard of that one,” he “] can only say what the arch-
smiled. bishop said: permission to speak or

“He organised it ostensibly to aid print does not ancescarily mean dge
the poor. Actually its sole func-  5roual”
sion has been to serve as a holding ~ =[f what a priest says is prov e
company for Social Justice magazine (o be false and after evidence of its
ctock. The Radio League of the falgey is placed before Vi, T ke
Little Flower is collecting money [iberately repeats Rl TR e
from the public with assurances that (ions, what can the church do?”
is a non-political organisation.  “Tf jc affects our T T
Some of this Radio League money, grine, it’s the duty of the church t©
and parish money entrusted to his yike i¢ up. If it is Pﬂhﬂﬁgeﬂt
care, has been loaned to a political pomics, and social conditions, the
organisation he organised and con- it does not come within the scope
trolled. So far as his parish money ¢he church.” A
i concerned, I understand that he  “If it is proved that a 5
acts simply as treasurer o:i trus::ie violated state :.n.d
for the church. It's my understand- S
ing that when the treasurer of a MUM C’l
company holds a firm’s money in The haneellat
the fiem’s name but can’t write aad.
chnqlufo:i.t,andthenlunlth& time. T
firm's money without the firm's
authorisation, it's called larcency.
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BUR 48 f's'4 i vioation which an'ftemised or any othet account.
might degrade 2 person, he would ing of the monics et W
not be allowed to practice the sacred  what was done with them, there was
duties of a priest.” 1o use asking the chancellor how
“Whar is the church’s attitude to- Silver Charlie met “Social Justice's™
wards its priests gambling on the heavy annual deficits or how the
stockmarket?” difference was made up between the
“The chilrch! Gafindt condone the sums collected for his broadcasts
use of church funds for gambling.” and the sums actually expended.
_“Suppose money was raised osten- Coughlin’s anti-Semitic activities,
sibly for church purposes and that his dissemination of Nazi propa-
Eumey u,s,ed for stockmarket gamb- ganda emanating from Germany,
nf\)(] ) and his intense anti-union efforts co-
ouldn’c 1:_be better if you left incided strangely with some of
n;; l‘l-:aua: of this?” he interrupted Henry Ford’s interests. I have no
g “Bilt : ok direce evidence that Ford ever gave
3 3 ; 3
e T s)t( ]q'um; a churc,h Silver (.:harllle a nickel, but the Ford-
e i explained. *T can’t Coughlin interests coincided so
just say ‘the church said’ or some- many times that wh ighi
thing equally va Th e e
4 y vague. ese ques- been an isolated coincid
o 4 cidence or two
! a priest of the Catho. seemed to be habj L
lic Church who is wieldi i i
is wielding great in- den
fluence in this country. Most | ces occurred too often and they
: people  made me wonder if those isolated in-

with whom I talked think he is cidents of which I knew and had

speaking and acti i
- g ng for the church. evidence, might not off i
got to have someone in high T e

uil RS | T a to where Silver Chatlie got a lot
w directly.” A Vibork :;E PIS support. Let me list a few
d The Pert}'rbed look on his face to ﬁ;;tted thcrfl down in the effort
i:ep;neg_ LR e e ol a solution to the mystery.
rajs:,deb an:s of the secretary and L:JDEPENDENT” TO
F'Iower?’f [:Eca:i;eadgue of the Little T\SI;OCIA L JUSTICE”
: : ed. e D e
‘:;I:;s. ‘That's correct,” owned by e:{ilﬁ;n Forfindep';nd;nr’“
Then it wasn'’t parish funds . » by Wil and edited
&The League of the Litele Floyer e G e
;v*: mcqtﬁpo:ated to raise money for 20" which had btet: e of
his cf::lhc P:ilr[lose _of maintaining *PO%d a5 a forgery r;eﬁeatedly
hi ch and to build a new one.” Semitic Popagard - This anti-
gj""’” he said. I didn’t know fﬁ' T v C-Ifj,m“‘““d
PR : i
Mr:I didn’t know anything about m‘:fk;“__ia a'lnd horrified ]| e::lign;::;
2 ™ 2 : ‘ gfoups. F
* Since the Archdiox i nounced . ord was de-
he Archdiocese did not get coed unagld 3:: aucomobiles. hoy-
“effect wag pro-
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foundly felt by the Ford Motor Co. work at the Ford plant °
To end this boycott and the de- Cameron, under whose
nunciations against him Ford finally the “Protocols” were publish
issued a public apology to the Jews ganised the Anglo-Saxon a-
and sold the Deatborn “Indepen- - tion, with headquarters in Chicago
dent.” " and Detroit. Cameron writes edi-
¢ ( torials for “Destiny,” its official
After this public apu!ugy Ford magasine; ‘Shich e SURGRR P
made W. J. Cameron, editor of the _if Jc o genivic.  This Federa-
newspaper, his private secetary. ; i
Cameron never left Ford's employ tclgﬁeili'g:\p;lg f:ésan ?chcrsu e
and is today the ST official  pefore groups and started to dis-
spokesman over the air and to the . oo b “Protocols.” I say “un-
press. scrupulous” because Cameron used
as his emissaries a pretty collection
of thieves and crooks masquerading
as ministers of the cloth. To name
just a few samples: the “Reverend”

Joe Jeffers, picked up by the Los |

In 1933, when Hitler got control
over Germany he sent swarms of
propaganda agents to the United
States, one of their chief activities
being the dissemination of racial
and. religious hatted. This was de- Angeles police, charged with sex
veloped to a high point of efficiency perversion; Peter Armstrong, alias :
by| the German-American Bund, Peter Anfanasieff, alias Prince Peter \
formerly the Friends of New Ger- Kushubue, who did a little time for i.
many. The leader of the Bund was forging a us. Treasur):' cheque;

Fritz Kuhn, recently sentenced to Jimmy Nielser, ex-convict from

prison as a common thief. Kuhn Minneapolis; the “Reverend” Daw-

worked as a chemist at the Ford son MeCullough, picked up in San- i
plant and was the local fuehrer of duskys Mich., for walkmg off .Wld" |
the Friends of New Germany uneil  twelve silver fox furs which didn't e
he was designated national fuehrer belong to him. I
in 1936. In that year the name was When public opinion was again "
changed to German-American Bund. aroused at Cameron’s activities the

While Kuhn was on the Ford pay- Anglo-Saxon Federation E
roll he travelled around the United quarters were moved to the residence
States organising various branches of Dr. Howard Rand at Haverh y
of the Nazi organisation, with Mass,, so that Ford wouldn’t
Henry Ford’s full knowledge. When  publicly tied up with the or)glﬂ#

Kuhn was sent to Sing Sing recently, tion. Rand flies teguh’ﬂf ﬂiw

Henry Ford “coincidentally” was in troit to confer with ‘Cim

the crowd that saw the “fuchrer” ol SR WM nothes

to gaol. All New York newspapers «pipiseer” who. ia. e 8

published this strange fact. Iy

Shortly after Frirz Kuhn went 1o the Uni
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}ﬂu#dT a Naz anda “news a andisl:s.

service.” One nl? :?:ﬂlg:tersons from ¥ %n 1937 the CLO. launched a
whom he got money was William J. drive to organise the Ford plant.
Cameron. _ Coughlin promptly denounced the

The Nazi government, through CILO. as “Communist.”

its Bund in this country, did its ut Coughlin actively attempted to
most to defear Roosevelt in the 1936 splic the CILO. by persuading
election. One of the richest men Homer Martin, now an A.F.L. labor
also fighting Roosevelt was Ford. “Jeader,” to leave the C.1.O. In my
And the opposition of Coughlin, last article I showed that a few
formerly a supporter of the Presi- months after his several sessions with
dent, was frenszied. The Nazis, the radio priest, Martin was getting
Ford, and _Cough]in all wanted a fat sums from Harry Bennett, head
more reactionary, pro-fascist ad- of the Ford labor spy organisation.

ministration. Ford district agerits disseminate
*SOCIAL JUSTICE” Coughlin’s radio propaganda.
LOSSES THE "PROTOCOLS”

In preparation for this anti-  In 1938 Coughli L
. shlin began to pub-

11:0;5:1::51: :;m;_aallgn C_Iojz‘:ghlin lish the “Protocols,” Ii.rm:hedp an

erci . 14 anocjla. vaqust:cz maga- intensive anti-Semitic campagn,

10(]’0 o initial investment of and started to spread propagat;cl'!:'.

000 dollars. Tt costs around half emanating from the Nazi Mini

a ml[I{on dgHars a year to run the of Propaganda e

magazine. Since it was founded the  About the se; i

publication has run up a healthy de- received a med:}e ;:c:; }P{Iei‘:gftzfi

ficit. The loss now aver H

ages be- hi £
swzen 60,00 dollars and 75,000 ol g foace which acy
lars a year.

ot R i = foreigner
- iven Dy the Nazi state. IN|
B o W el
e 0 merit this Nazi h
is S:‘);tuullg the annual_losses. come from Germ;:lil1 an i S
: taneously  with launching Ford. y ot from Henry
this Paps Coughlin extended his
time on the air, seeking more and j H
i . Just i ;
$§:§ ;a(cil?alstaflgns._ (I shall show, the ;:f:;{j;ﬂclf:t b;t—and i Tl
L P R ;V'llt his Radio League seems to e tby any means—it
buti OWer, that the contri- many coineid, o g
;uuom from his listeners are far  Thar S'; FRESE: §
s:':; ::Oth to iTj;[:t the cost of the scruples ablozirh Chacle, 1
The efrlr e b.roadmsm' he gets his m aw. or ftom whom
i carefully chosen t{lrecmr of shown by d oney, I have already
t C}:ﬂghlm-Lemke Mie M e ol y documentary evidence that
was Newton Jenkins, who scted money “to byj
5, 4 il met  church” ang : uild 2 new
.mtl_ y with Nazi agents and pro- the stock m:f::td tll:a:a hfamf;le on
4 collected

All of these, of course, may be

few
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money from the public upon his a few publicly proved instances:

solemn assurance that it was for a
“non-political  organisation”  an
then used it to build a political or-
ganisation; that he took even his
own parish’s money in violation of
Roman Catholic canon law to build
his political organisation. This
same unscrupulousness is found in
his deliberate dissemination of false-
hoods. T describe it as “deliberate”
because, after he issued some of his
anti-Semitic propaganda, perturbed
Jews and Catholics, who did not
realise that it was part of a cam-
paign, laid evidence before him that
his “facts” were inaccurate, but the
radio priest ignored the evidence
and continued repeating the same
falsehoods. Let me illustrate with
one of the books Silver Chatlie is
peddling at this very moment. This
book spreads anti-Semitic propa-
ganda whose falsity has been de-
nounced by United States govern-
ment officials, high Catholic digni-
taties, statesmen, and scholars. One
of its assertions is that twenty-four
out of twenty-five names it lists were
“quasi-cabinet members” in Lenin’s
government in 1917, the purpose be-
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GOEBBELS: In November,
1934, the Chinese Marshal Chiang
Kai-shek made public the informa-
tion that in the province of Kiangsi
one million people were murdered
by the Communists and six million
robbed of their possessions.

COUGHLIN: In November,
1934, the Chinese Marshal Chiang
Kai-shek made public the informa-
tion that in the province of Kiangsi
one million people were murdered
by the Communists and six million

robbed of their possessions.

GOEBBELS: The Soviet statis-
tician Oganowsky estimates the
number of persons who died of hun-

ger in the years 1921-22 at 5,200,000.

COUGHLIN: The Soviet statis-
fician Oganowsky estimates the
number of persons who died of hun-

ger in the years 1921-22 at 5,200,000

GOEBBELS: The Austrian car-
dinal archbishop, Monsignor Innit-

zer, said in his appeal of July, 1934,

that millions of people were dying

of hunger throughout the Soviet

Union.

COUGHLIN: The Austrian cat-
dinal archbishop, Monsignor Tnnit-

ing to show that the twenty-four er, said in his appeal of July, 1934,

were Jews and that the Russian Re-

volution was a Jewish-Communist

plot to dominate the world.

Much of Coughlin’s anti-Semitic

propaganda spread to millions over 1
d through the didn’t even change a comma in

his radio hook-up an

that millions of people were dying
of hunger throughout the Soviet

Union.
This could be repeated over and
over, showing that Silver Charlie

spreading, as his own, Prop:

pages of “Social Justice” has been Bl
taken word for word, without even issued by the Nazi minister of pro-

a comma being changed, from pro

paganda issued by the Nazi minister
of propaganda. Let me offer just

- PR ns
While the priest was thus dissemi-
nating Nazi pro
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secretly communicating with Nazi
agents and propagandists active in
this country, one of his choice con-
tacts being William Dudley Pelley,
head of the Silver Shirts. The Dies
committee has in its files telegrams
and a record of telephone calls ex-
changed between Pelley and Cough-
lin. Don't ask me why, in his zeal
to expose “un-American activities,”
Dies suppressed this evidence. Ask
him,

Pelley, during this period, was
meeting with Fritz Kuhn and Her-
mann Schwinn, West Coast Naz
leader, and ir was during this period,
too, that Oscar C. Pfaus, director
of the American section of the
Fichte Bund, which issues much of
the propaganda disseminated
throughout the world by Nazi Ger-
many, planned to organise the vari-
ous pro-Nazi and anti-democratic
groups into one powerful force.
Among those whom Pfaus listed for
this united fascist body were the
Rev. Charles E, Coughlin, William
Dudley Pelley, James True of
Washington, D.C,, who on Febru-
ary 23, 1938, wrote to a Nazi agent
Fzﬁermg to get him U.S. army guns
In any quantity, and Gerald B, Wip.
rod, who got money from Cameron.
Nor is Silver Charlie averse, ac-
c‘ording to an afhidavit in my posses-
ston, to a little pogrom against the
Jews. Let me tell about the tecent
conference he had with the Nazi
Bund leader for the mid-west whom
he invited to Royal Oak.
William Wernecke, the Nag
leader, lives ar 6250 Wayne Ave,
Chicago, but is usually found ar 30
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North La Salle St., Chicago, where
he poses as a “broker.” Most of
his time is spent in the office of New.
ton Jenkins, who dir_ccted th_e
Coughlin-Lemke campaign. Ir_u:;-
dentally, Jenkins made a hurried
trip to Germany in January of this
year for a conference with Goeb-
bels—but that’s another story.

The affidavit I have is signed by
a petson still very close to the Nazi
Bund leaders. At this time I should
prefer not to disclose my inform-
ant’s identity. I can produce this wit-
ness before any governmental body
which really wishes to get to the bot-
tom of the Coughlin-Nazi tie up.
Pending such disclosure, lec me tell
the story as contained in the affida-
vit:

On Wedneesday night, Feb. 8,
1939, the German-American Bund
had a meeting in its headquarrers
at 3855 North Western Ave., Chic-
ago.  After the meeting Wernecke
took my informant aside and glee-
fully said that he had just come
back from a very satisfactory con-
ference with the Rey. Charles E.
CGUghlh' at Royal Qak, Mic. My
infortmant commented that it seem-
ed unlikely thae Father Coughlin
would.meet with known Nagi repre-
ThEatves,  whereupon  Wernecke
c?1-9,Plil)rl!d a letter on Father Cough-
dms person.al stationery, setting the
aic and time of the conference,
himgzh:!tv 6 you take up yich

! ernecke wag asked,
“AThe Nazi Bun_d leader laughed.
number of ¢hiy b
Was  somewhae 8% but I myself
le“gfhs to whichs‘gpnsed b the
ather Coughlin
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went during our talk, which lasted
over two hours. We met in his
office in the basement of the Shrine
of the Litcle Flower. A man whose
name sounded like Richards was
with Father Coughlin, In the course
of our talk this man asked me when
we were going to kill off three hun-
dred or four hundred Chicago Jews.
I told him that T hadn’t thought of
doing that just yet. Father Cough-
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lin laughed and said, ‘It nee-f; R"

LEL

ing.
g’Jf'l'ais would sound incredible
coming from a gentle priest had not
Silver Charlie organised his own
“stormtroopers” and threatened to
show the country “the Franco way.”
Oddly, enough, these plug-uglies are
closely tied up with Nazi agents op-
erating in this country.

—"New Masses,” Dec. 19, 1939.

LOOK FOR ANOTHER INSTALLMENT NEXT MONTH

SILVER CHARLIE is not averse
to a little pogrom against the Jews.
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STATE ELECTION

IN VICTORIA

HIS article was written when

Victoria was in the throes of an
election| campaign precipitated by
the Dunstan Government. Before
it is printed the election will be
over. Despite the hurried circum-
stances in which it took place this
election has important implications
for the Victorian people.

We are assured by Dunstan that
the election is due to a “family
squabble,” “a struggle for demo-
cracy” within the Country Party it-
self. This theme has been enthu-
siastically adopted and popularised
by Labor leader Cain, and Sir
Stanley Argyle for the U.AP. and,
indeed, has provided all three par-
ties with a “heaven sent” smoke
screen behind which they are avoid-
ing any real discussion of, or at-
tempts to solve, the burning prob-
lems of the Victorian people.

But the real reasons for the elec-
tion go much deeper than this and
exist in the steadily worsening eco-
nomic conditions of the workers and
farmers, in their growing demand
for redress, and in the very wide an.
tagonism to the measures imposed

on account of the war situation.

The U.CP. and ALP, now
largely under right-wing leadership
and steadily shedding any progres.
sive tendencies, had very definite
objectives in springing this elecrion.

E. Rowe

In the farming areas resentment
at the wheat acquisition, smallness
of initial payments; the breakdown
in the silo and bulk handling due
to war interference with shipping
space; uncertainty around the dis-
posal of the surplus wheat and con-
sequent bad position for next
season, is becoming vocal. Dunstan
is faced with a demand to substitute
concrete assistance for the dema-
gogy he used in recent mass meet-
ings of the farmers,

In the fruit areas the acquisition
scheme has the growers seething.
Huge amounts of their fruit must
tot upon the ground while they re-
ceive an utterly inadequate rerurn
for what is compulsorily acquired.

Dunstan’s avoidance of these and
a-ttE!lda‘nt problems is leading to a
real:'sano_n that he and the present
patliamentary leadership can never
become a channel through which the

is  Australian
Country Party allies can be

expression, e

mltmung the workers rising prices,
nfs, etc., are giving

mands fo e

: £ better wages and condi-
tions, for action against profiteer-
ing; .tl:lemands for better housin
com?uwns, educational and sociagl
Services, more work for the unem-
ployed; consistent individual cam-
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paigns such as that of the railmen
for sick pay all are developing the
basis for a powerful movement. The
ALP. leaders feel this increasing
pressure and sense that it will be-
come greater. Workers and farm-
ers are moving together.

To intercept this movement, to
impede its development, and to seat
themselves firmly in the saddle to
meet it, are the government’s real
motives for the present elections.

They desire, too, as Dunstan
plainly showed in his “win the war
first” policy speech, to complete the
clections early in order that they
could avoid, through them, the ex-
pression Uf antagonism to war sacri-
fices that are inevitable later. In
effect, to be free to become an in-
art of the capitalist war

fegral

machine.
An important, though secondary,
reason is a desire to present the pro-
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U.CP.-U.AP. alliance would have
functioned. Sir Stanley, like Mr.
Cain, “finds much to commend in
the work of the Dunstan Govern-
ment” The U.AP. then, real
representative of reaction in Vic-
toria as elsewhere, plainly regards
itself as “in reserve” and enters the
elections to preserve its identity and
work off some political grudges as
in Mornington and Brighton.

In this sicuation, the main respon-
sibility for bringing forward the real
demands of the Victorian people
rests with the Communist Party. It
is obvious that all the other parties
will avoid these issues, a fact becom-
ing clearer as the election progresses.

But before considering the role
of the Communist Party a specific
examination of the present Labor-
Country Party “alliance’ is neces-

sary.

A . ek ™ 1
i i " und  Despite right-wing distortions
o c"fh - U'Cn;Pliszll:d believe this alliance in Parliament
g acmf 4 ces, has had definite advantages in rela-
fact at the forthcoming con erences, Tl e s
to stifle any attempts to give exprdes- bt K
sion din Parliament to the mass de- o 5it.m_
i i th have been restive,
But what of the United Aust. :r‘ix‘;::g E‘;iw gl ¢
Party here in Victoria? Sir Stanleyf' oo e 1 facilitate thes mbgemE
‘oined in the game © b i Whea:“m
g e e nd s S e e e
blandly asserted that “no important .o "¢ e Provincial Teadss Hiall
changes can or will take place in g, AasdHA
such a shorr election.” Asentim;nt joint. action s i
unfortunately largely —true, e ©E S Phevers 1 »

heless revealing the real out- : e -
;::Ertofc :lsls three leaders. It reve?ls, .BL-IE :jille alh_ance,d Tlsby .
too, the fact that in the latter period guu::i y misused by Cain
particularly, the Dunstan govern-

: . &
ment has functioned precisely as th

been

and
it to




farmers these people Dunstan candidates in such centreg
“have used the three-party position in 4 Mildura and Lowan.

the house to stall off any demands  All this has aroused intense re.
on the ground that the other “patt- sentment in the areas mentioned and
ner” will not agree, and, if forced, has visibly effected the fighting eff.
will break the alliance and “let the ciency of the A.L.P. branches. The
TUL.AP. in,” a procedure that must ahsence of pre-selection ballots, too
be halted by the workers and farm- has led to the President of Fi,tzro;
ers. ALP. opposing Tunnecliffe (of

The Communist Party then, while milk inquiry fame) as an Ind.

agreeing thar this alliance is prefer- ALP. candidate.
able to a U.CP.-U.AP. coalition, In the Country Party, too, candi-

‘ is faced with certain tasks, viz, to dates from areas where the farmers
[ ;}:Z;[lzp;:m n;ass mo;rel:nenrs Bh Lhe Ere nching am?l who, consequently
: pmblem.m;nma Yolution [:0 rhelir have been Sushmg Dunstan are be-
¢ wrest the’ initia:i:emfem w}:‘:h-m“ mgd OPP;DSE v s ol
13 wing leadershi d: fom ft Gy e R Ie-[?rEFBXt that they are sup-

; R g e, sl [ pn Bocking
| feating and driving thEI:'l fii-znf if : Since we are coldRthachie el
i leadership of both parties. Such : _::’ns_ are I:uztrlg_r:= held because Hock-
movement would finally emerge af% lsbo}lt to “smash the Premier,”
| 1 under the leadership of the workegrs S e removed from the State
| and develop the present alliance in t,a"mgs Bank Board, an examina-
ion of Mr. Hocking may prove

: lft:rm ‘reverse,” and more correct profitabl
t Ay o Such a campaign would e
; mew into alc:ion the progressive ele-
nts in both the uc group Df finane PR
ALP 2, 16l o . Bt of s
in action from below” nance compani
stressed by Com. Dimic::v urgently cah unzxtzédf;m? g wdho?e
. . in
: i ti}e LD, ot e farming areas. To arguevi?:et hln
ng}.lt'w'ﬂg and its refusal ¢ fhe person is carrying the b it
an independent role is grow?nwu"['me small farmers is to add ::n;r i 'the
Central Executive after “a o he of the nation. Tronicall t-ehg'mw
meeting lasting till 2 a.m.” R e " v
not to oppose Hogan and Bail posing Denigan sitei Exp AR
i e L
I mma-ﬁm?s from Ben- 1 the U‘A'P-: for ’the glﬁlll.'sl'

DO tim
.. 5 m: has not c‘?mested the seat, for
rganisations agains Y yvears a “blue ribbon” om; for

Korong Eaglehawk,

e it ng:q ‘:: lt\lirm ‘I"'-'l_“d the natural affinir
tes i behind Nolther 1y, 0" the UAP.
) locking then, nor Mr.

Hocking belongs to a rentier
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Dunstan really represent the strug- E““gtﬁcgluin aﬁ
gling rural population and are vir- housing policies.
tually fighting over their prostrate MATANGE o o 1 %
bodies. The progressive wing of the hoﬁpil:al and other social sewm ’
U.CP. is solely represented by cet-  pedyction of taxation on lawer

tain delegates upon the Central : bi ;
Council but these elements are as otk SRR SR o B
Against the war and for a refusal

ye neither organised nor vocal.
by the Vicrorian Government to

The Communist Party, therefore,
_ > o : ot ey
enters these elections in order to PRSUETR e Menzies' “national

sharply seperate the real demands
of the people from this political
huckstering, to explain the role of

effort” for war.

Ir will demand State action
against profiteering; against war I
the various groups to the people, prices for the peoples’ food. For 1
and to put forward its own inde- the repeal of the Victorian National |
pendent program for the Victorian Security Act and its power fto |
people; to demonstrate that the Com-  OPPress:
munist Parcy alone has 2 policy in Around this programme the Vic- I
the interests of the people, against torian Communists will rally the
Comrades Blake and people, will fight to secure the elec-
Gibson will contest Collingwood  tion of Communist Members of
and Carlton seats respectively and Parliament. Will expose the slavish
a state-wide campaign, including a acceptance of Menzies war policy
tour of the country with loud by Dunstan; the discredit the right-
speaker and propaganda van are be. wing has brought upon the Labor
ing organised. Radio talks, meet- Party by its Milk and Money-
ings and wide literature distribution lenders’ Bill inquiries, and above all,
his will popularise the will rally the people against the

U.AP., the reactionary party of big
5 business in Victotia.

Tt will demonstrate, both now and
for the future, that the voice of the

Srate' assisthnts 20 pive’ deceit Communist - Party will be raised
prices to farmers. Revaluation of throughout Victoria ot behalf i,\f
their land, debt adjustment in ac- the workers and farmers, in oppost:

cordance with existing land values tion tot.hepart_usnf. :
Jic ac  for a wide, .mbncmﬁ‘a

and yields. Government cre
low rates of interest. of the
Full-time work at awatd rates for  better life,
themselves.

the unemployed.

big business.

is planned. T
following program.

An increase in basic wage to £
per week.

A 40-hour working week.



" A BOOM IN RENTS

AN BLEMENTARY LESSON IN ONE OF THE
e L GENTLER ARTS

"Gordon"

MY Dear Deluded Son, letarian in real fact.
1 have rece?vec[ the antici- Al this, however, is beside the
pated letter :? which are set out point. What I am vitally concerned
come reasons for your recent extra- with is that in return for o
m { ! : i ny final
Pr:'lmary bel_mvmr, and in i:\l[‘llch you indulgence you came near to break-
;it::am;ﬁth :hara::nsg; clarity, ing one of the best links in a chain
readiness to take conse- of businesses which h ¥
quences. This latter is convenient, the name of our far;Tstlbtall:'wd
because I had already decided that places for th s ® igh
this time the consequences would be Ef) & h0!' A T
e act that the dtle “Machiavelli
: y of the act. My first Bros, E A »
unpulse, T A e o, o *:, state gents, ornaments
| e the acl:des of 24 pll-emises scattered
thoughts for whatever further time Fguglout big i ok, istgg
e evidently means nothing to you. It
t!:.rs Vale of Tears. Mature reflec- LS iﬁply' s SathERs, 12Eg
i tion, hnw'ever, constrains me to offer uuulfe “flth prakof, your, sepasfa
a final kindness—in the way of ad- 51:1: b P;mtﬁd aigshe oftpots, ol
ps where people pay their rents,

vice—before abandonin
B g you to a {
world which has methods of educa- B, vanous transactions i

tion rather more vi
1 gorous than th
of your disillusioned father. i

.

lt;nd and property take place. Let
ofatf £0- 1]1: am not, in this moment
e ; arewell, going to a |
VGU:D:WI:::’ }f[:pa.re ntly, decided to " the basis of businer’E e:: {?an)':?lu
il isns ction that this lacest tradition. I merely wish to mming
RO whatm“ely anpther errup- Yo of our last interview when
to call your '{?:m};:::d? il oy WIF(}; that deceptive hope which is
f‘féma o Iespl'nt, or, said to spring eternal in the breast
AT roletarian  in. ©°F ™am, I tried to forti
stinct” Do you know that the dic. b o, e o ortlfy you for
ary defines a proletari . i already decided would
sidith an as one your final :
s dependent on daily labour” T SRRQERSIE:
%::I.WS Wﬁete you got thi; maﬂa;c;t fYDu to Slumwoops as
it -.hfmm' TG o o L) it egencich
1eno longer, As you will —dj th instructions to improve
one of the iscreetly, mark ki
B purposes  of the m;]l you—the rentals
} you a pro- Road, C er houses in Measles
g umption Crescent, and
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Diptheria Avenue. Everything, as
usual, was in your favor, even to
¢he lesson in false tactics bequeathgd
by-your immediate predecessor. Of
<his latcer, let me emphasise, you
were particularly well informed.
Mr. James also had been making
his debut as manager, 2 fact which
does not in the least mitigate his
guilt. As you know, his instruc-
tion was to raise the rents in Lum-
bago Lane. And what did he do?
He forthwith served simultaneous
notices of increase on all the fifteen
tepants! 'The result, as any fool
might have foreseen, was one of
those ‘modern abominations known
2s a “rent-strike,” and we had t©
retreat.

I think I recollect seeing 2 lurk-
ing smile on your face when T was
recounting, this episode, but let me
tell you that I prefer the blundering
directness of James to the spineless
“humanitarianism” of my unfortu-
nate sofl.

Phrases in your letter exasperate
me.  You “didn’t have the heart.”
eprs. Welch is going t© have a
baby.” You «fele like an extortions
ist”? “The Carters don’t seem €O
be getting enough to eat.” God in
Heaven, boy, what has all this got
to do with me? Am I responsible
for Mrs. Welch’s interesting con i-
tion. Do I fix the Carter’s income?
Am I an extortionist because you
must feel like one in serving my in-

terests? Where in Creation did you

imagine your food and clothes were
coming from all these years? Your
university fees? Your dubious per-
sonal expenses? Let me tell you.

Early on the morning ot last
Tuesday fortnight, 2 matter o‘lg
hours after receiving your deplor-
able epistle, I boarded the train for
Arriving there about
noon, I had lunch at the Quandong
and immediately made my way @
our — ahem, MY ises |
Ricketts Street. Tayl
o exuberantly aban-
doned the  custodianship of my

— premises 10
or, the youth 10

G—a demonstration of
and devotion to
ly impressed me. s
ly seventeen X |
ed raising his l

conscienciousness

duty which deep!
Although he is on’
have seriously consider
wage; le would be we

tion. A plan of actio
following morning. (e}

to the lowest ©

une would she suc
for 22/6. No lount
you had many a imilar experience

yourself during the few

post, and

1l worth 15/ |

od. Two hours’ study of |

the books served net only to inform

the precise state of affairs,
me with a plan of ac-

n which began

owards fruition shortly

ened our doors on the !

ur first caller |

was a woman, obviously, from her

OinMents, i

cder of the working

ed to rent a cottage |

at not more than £1 pet week. Thi

1 informed her, was impossi
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on these books each ler at 17/6 per
week, any one of which would have
met that woman's requirments? Or
is it that you still reject the heredi-
tory formula of our family that the
value of any article is precisely the
most you can get for it at any
given time? Either way you let the
woman go.
T didn’t. T arrested her departure
by asking if she could manage to
wait for a week or two, and on re-
ceiving an assurance that she could
went on to tell her, with the appro-
priate air of faltering benevolence,
that one of my tenants was thinking
of moving shortly and that I might
be able to accommodate her. The
eagerness with which this hint was
received encouraged me to remark
that the cottage in question was let
at 21/- per week. No doube you
wz‘H again disagree, bur T st]] main-
tain that if 2 woman can pay 20/-
per w_eEk for a house, she can, with
]mlrz mconv.enifel?ce, pay 21 /-, : This
p':xrtlcular individual was a trifle
difficult, but on my assuring her that
Tents were steadily rising and houyses
Eetting steadily scarcer she admitred
: that she supposed she would
have to find i somehow,” Whiurzf
;Ja};on‘l' proceeded to describe the cot-
g :
P!,nb;&"li‘:, J““.S}-lt.:h a cottage yoy
ik ¥ have anticipared, a5 those
aper ones scattered throughoyt
rl‘xe Lumbago Lane district, u
0{1 the fqllcrwing day notices of
‘ mcreea_fe In rent were served on

el A
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predecessor, would—had he go; as

far—have served the notices on the
terrace of three in Measles Road

Such tactics, you must agree, woulgi
be unworthy of a Machiavell;, The
three chosen were widely separated
so that anything in the nature of,
collective resistance was most un-
likely. In the case of Measles Road
Randolph, in No. 40, was an obviaus,
cheice. It had come to my ears that
when Measles Road was canvassed
for support in the Lumbago Lane
strike Randolph was the only one
who refused. For that reason every-
body in the street is out of sym-
pathy with him. Moreover. he has
made such improverments to the gar-
den that his place looks quite as good
as others in the street, for which I
have long received 21/

The other two were selected for
mhnre or less simifar reasons, Inl
RO e e

ost certainly

Pay up. That I chose with discrim-
i:auon is demonstrated by the fact
N:: Iwi’zzultﬂ(:oper <c:]e_nt. successful.
S inméon tfﬁcult.y, mark
cent, was ahr:ost abuzilirm i cmsl)-
rose, in Diphtheria A - Db
T T Venue, took an
ey »:il:]l: l1'gunc[ to beg
/6. Tt ap-

short  time

th i

- ‘;aiiﬂmdy. owever, those are his
i % and T quierly informed him
i, T ey e i
obliged ¢, car:-e oo
Structions,

The following yeel. 1 repeated the
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process, serving notices of increase
on three more 17/6 tenants. Two
came good, if T may borrow one of
your verbal abominations. The other
consigned me to your own ordained
domicile in the hereafter. Next week
he moves out and the good woman
who is prepared to pay 21/- moves
in. In the meantime my waiting list
has become most promising. With
fifteen people anxious to pay from
22/6 to 33/- per week—well, houses
simply cannot be had for less.

Tomorrow 1 intend to interview
my two business rivals in Slumwoops.
Their methods are archaic. Neither
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has yet copied the nwéﬂhflﬁ
been on display outside my

since the day of my arrival. It
reads: “URGENT. Houses wanted
to let. Good tenants waiting.” Only

in this way can we create the right
atmosphere for a boom in rents.

There are possibilities in Slum-
woops, my son, but I regret I can-
not extend to you a further oppor-
tunity to exploit them. In the words
of that misguided doggerel-monger
who slandered our fair country, I
wish you now a long farewell.

Your relieved father,
JULIUS MACHIAVELLL

CAPITALIST'S VAIN EFFORT

“The chief endeavor of the bourgeoisie of all countries aqd
of its reformist hangers-on is to kill in the working class faith in
its own strength, faith in the possibility and inevitability of its
tuate capitalist slavery. For the bour-
yet been overthrown
the fact

victory, and thus to perpe
geoisie knows that if c
and still continues to exis

that the proletariat has still not

of its victory.

“Tt cannot be said that the efforts of t
ether unsuccessful.

respect have been altog

some extent succeeded

class with the venom of doub
of the working class of our country, 1

apitalism has not
t, it has not itself to thank, but the fa
faith enough in the possibility

in its fight and victo

to rouse the spirit of the working class in mhn C

to strengthen its faith in its
our Party may say
need be no doubt

—Stalin

that its work has no
that this will be

own power

he bourgeoisie in this
It must be confessed

isie and its agents in the working class have to
that the bourgeoisie o igx-;oning e e

ts and scepticism. If the s .
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in the Second Imperialist War

E. Varga
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shows how Wall Street's

against Germany.

This fine article by the well-known Marxian economist

bring America into conflict with Britain in every quarter
of the globe. These contradictions are not eliminated by
the fact that the U.S.A. supports England in her war

Professor Vargd's analysis will assist readers to fol-
low with a much clearer insight into motives the move-
ments of Roosevell’s envoys from country to country.

dreams of colonial conquest

| HE U.S.A, having lifted the
L embargo on the export of arms
has, in the war now going on, taken
the side of England and France—
just as it did in the first imperialist
war. Ulilising the fact that the
US.A. has taken the side of Eng-
land, British statesmen are endeay-
oring to create the impression that
| there are no contradictions between

these two powerful imperialist States,
This, of course, is untrue.

American monopoly capital dreams
of colonial conquests. In its striv-
ings, however, the U.S.A. invariably
clashes everywhere with the interests
of Britain’s world Empire. A num.
ber of formally independent coun-
tries like Egypt, Iraq, Portugal, Hol-

d the Argentine are, to a
or lesser degree,

' competit

capiral ate based everywhere on com-
petition  with England. Anglo-
American contradictions are, ar the
present time, if not the most acure,
then at any rate the most important
contradictions of imperialism,

: These contradictions are not elim-
inated by the fact that the 17.S.A.
suppotts England in its war against
Germany, and that the USA. con-
cluded an alliance with England in
the first imperialist world war. The
establishment of 2 yay bloc and
the joint conduct of wap against
other  imperialise Powers, by no
means do away with the imperialist
c_ontr.adictions between thoge parti-
cipating in the bloc,
America’s
world war on
the conditions
means for
tal to ger |

Participation in the
Britain’s side was, in
th_m existing, the best
i Erican monOpoly Capi-
il tich at the expense of its
r—England, 1 strengthen
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its international positions at the lat-
ter’s expense, and primarily at the

expense of Britain’s positions on the -

American continent. American mon-
opoly capital also intends to use the
war now taking place in order to
strengthen its political positions on
the American continent at the ex-
pense of England, to drive it, above
all, from the countrigs of the Ameri-
can continent, and then from other
parts Of [he giﬂbe, and to Complece
the policy begun with great success
by the U.S.A. in the first imperialist
war,

What were the results of the first
imperialist war from the point of
view of American monopoly capital?

(a) American monopoly capital
orew very rich from the war supplies
delivered to England and France.
The total profits of all American
jointstock companies in 1916-18
were on the average, per year, almost
five thousand million dollars more
than in the 1912-14 period.

(b) As a resule of deliveries of
war supplies to the Entent, a big in-
crease took place in America’s active
trade balance. The excess of exports
over imports showed the enormous
sum of eighteen thousand million
dollars. To cover this excess, the
capitalists of Britain were com-
pe[Ied to return to the US.A. a con
siderable part of their American
securities, to send a trcrlnendous
quantity of gold to America,
finally, to secure big loans in the

U.S.A. Thus, whereas formerly the

U.S.A. was a debtor dependent toa

certain degree on England, ‘M“
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creditor. IORRE: ¥

(c) Whereas before the war Brit-
ish capital investments in Canada
and Latin-America were more than
double those of the U.S.A,, in 1929
the total sum of American invest-
ments was one and a half times that
of British capital investments.

In the struggle for foreign mar-
kets, which has assumed a particu-
larly acute character in the countries
of the American continent, the
U.S.A. has considerably improved
its position at the expense of Eng-
land.

The U.S.A’’s share in the imports
of the Latin-American countries has
increased from 23.7 per cent. to 33.3 ‘
per cent.,, while Britain’s share has i
dropped from 20.1 per cent. to 13
Per cent.

TP

As soon as the European war be-
gan, American finance capital began :
an offensive with a view to driving its i
FEuropean competitors, and prima_.rily
England, out of the South American
market.

All State departments in the
U.S.A. are giving support to thc
strivings of American finance capital
to drive European capital out of
South America. Roosevelt has de-
manded an increase of several
dred million dollars of State ¢




o

characterises the situation as follows:

“The war in Burape has opened

up favorable possibilities for the

U.S.A. to control the Latin-Ameri-

can markets, possibilities which it has

immediately made use of.” (Re:
translated.)

Regarding England’s resistance,
the “National City Bank” Bulletin
wwrites in its November issue as fol-
lows: “It would be a mistake to
imagine that England will so easily
give up its Latin-American markets
. . . Great Britain continues to speed
up its textile production, and it is
said in British circles that the auth-
orities are ready to place all privi-
Ieges at the disp()sal of the export
trade as compared with other
branches of industry, with the ex-
ception of the war industry, so as to
secure foreign currency and not
completely to lose export markets.”
(Re-translated.)

So little time has passed as yet
since the outbreak of the European
war that American capital has not
succeeded in employing all its means
of struggle. However, in November
already the USA’s exports to
South America grew to 33 million
dollars as against 23 million dollars
last year, which means an increase of
ADIE] than 40 per cent. Its exports
zﬂmcfnada have grown to a similar
At the same time American capi-
tal investments in  the Laein.
rican countries ate beginning to
out British ihvestmf:lts. ;

5‘”;:‘;"?& the American
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ing of iron ore, which 20 years ago
was given to a British company, but
which was not used by the latter.

In peace time also the U.S. A%
active trade balance with Great
Britain in connection with the war,
went still further to the advantage
of the U.S.A.

Insofar as Britain has, because of
the war, cut down its export of
goods, it has been compelled to send
every month to the U.S.A. consider-
able sums in gold or securities.

In the currency war the U.S.A.
has already won a big victory over
England. The so-called stetling bloc
has collapsed. The majority of the
States whose currency prior to Sep-
tembﬂr was bound L]P “{'it]’l thﬁ‘ _I,-}Duﬂd
stetling, have given up their sterling
basis and have adapted themselves
to the dollar.

As during the first world war,
there has begun the flight of valu-
ables—gold and  securities—from
Great Britain to the U.S.A. The
British government has demanded of
British capitalists in possession of
foreign securities, that they deliver
these up to be sent to the U.S.A.
American  capitalists are already
counting up what capital investments
they can take from Great Britain in
connection with the war.

Ametican  monopoly capital is
spreading out its tentacles not only
towards the gold and the British
capital investments in the U.S.A.
which remained after the world war,
but also to British investments in
other American countries. The sale
of American valuables in the pos-
session of Britishers has assumed

April, 1940

such proportions that it is not a
rare thing to see on the New York
stock exchange a heavy fall in the
quotations of these securities,

If the European war drags out,
U.S.A. monopoly capital will drive
British capital out of the positions
still held by Britain in the South and
Central American countries.

America’s struggle against Britain
is not limited to the economic sphere.
The U.S.A. is endeavoring to drive
England out of Latin-America with
the aid of political pressure as well.
The main instrument for achieving
this is so-called Pan-Americanism:
The rallying of all the South and
Central American States under the
actual hegemony of the U.S.A. This
process is taking place in the most
varied, but as yet still highly inde-
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finite, forms—the Monroe
Pan-American Conferences, the
of establishi.ng a neutral nava_l ZOone,
500 kilometres broad, around 'ﬁ:
American continent, the tying of
all currencies to the dollar, and other
similar efforts. 5
Besides, as was the case after the
first world war, American imperial-
ism is demanding the transfer of
British (and French) colonial pos-
sessions in Latin-America either as
compensation for British debts, or
for a corresponding money payment.
To an ever-growing degree the
main obstacle preventing American
finance capital from finally subordin-
ating Central and South America, is
not British imperialism but the ze-
sistance of the working masses of
these countries.

of
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HOW THEY STOPPED
THE ANTI-SOVIET WAR
L. Harry Gould

“The realisation that they were wrong and that we were 11 ght pene-
trated the minds of the masses of English soldiers who had come to Arch-
angel, and the minds of the masses of sailors who compelled the British
fleet to leave Odessa . .. (Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. XXV.)

THE invasion of the newly-found-
ed Soviet Russia by British and
allied forces began before the end
of the war with Germany, and with-
out any declaration of war. In fact,
British intervention in Russia’s
affairs could be said to have started
even prior to the October Revolu-
tion in an attempt to head off that
event. Kerensky relates that in Sep-
tember, 1917, pamphlets entitled,
“Kornilov, the National Hero,” were
distributed on the streets of Mos-
cow. “These pamphlets were printed
at the expense of the British Military
Mission and had been brought to
Moscow from the British Embassy
in Petrograd in the railway carriage
of General Knox, British military
attache.” A British agent “brought
to Kornilov a letter from Lord
Milner, British war minister, ex-
pressing his approval of a military
dictatorship in Russia and giving his
blessing to the enterprise.”

- The political aim of the interven-
. tionists as it developed in full force
in 1918 and later was to destroy

Soviet rule, to restore capitalism, and
 to seize portions of the former ter.

ritories of the Tsar. Japan coveted
the maritime provinces in eastern
Siberia. “England,” wrote Leain,
wanted to partition Russia, to seize
Baku oil and to conclude a treaty
with the outlying States of Russia.”
The official pretexts for the invasions
were quite different. Allied troops
landed at Murmansk “to protect
northern Russia from Germany,
whose traops were alteady in occupa-
tion of Finland on General von Man-
nerheim’s invitation.”

South Russia was attacked “to
prevent the rich oilfields of Baku
from falling into the hands of the
Germans”  Today, after a lapse
of 22 years, the jingo press says that
'E'here is a similar “danger” and that
it would be good for the Allies, and
Presumably for Russia, if Baku were
once more returned to jmperialist

protection.”

Allied intervention was not effect-
ed only through their own miliréry
and naval forces. The divisions of
Kolchak, Wrangel, Denikin, Kras-
nov and Yudendich, which marched
through and devastated the land be-
fween 1918 and 1920, and the Polish
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army in the latter year, were organ-
ised, armed and financed by the cap-
italist Powers. That is the signi-
ficance of the Civil War. As early
as April 20, 1918, Col. Robins, head
of the American Red Cross Mission
in Russia, declared that all internal
opposition to the Soviet government
was crushed. The granting of peace,
land and bread by the Bolsheviks

. had won the overwhelming support
~ of the population. Tt is true that
! conditions were extremely hard, the
5 country had been brought to ruin
- by the long years of war and the
" bandit “peace” of Brest-Litovsk. Yet
= the workers, now in control of their

own destinies, could hope for a peace-
ful period of reconstruction, to create
their Socialist society. But capital-
ism recognised the menace of the
new order to their own fabric of
power and riches. War against the
workers” State was begun!

The nature and significance of the
interventionist years p0ssesses vital
meaning for the world today, because
any moment now the imperialists
may unleash, for the second time, a
war against wotking-class Russia as
insane, as destructive, as full of in-
caleulable horrors as they began in
1918, In studying the records of the
events in Russia in 1918-1920 one
recalls Tolstoy’s words describing the
equally criminal invasion of that
country by Napoleon about 100
years before. “The war began, that
is, an event took place opposed o
human reason and all human nat
ure” There was perpetrated . . -
“so great a mass of crime—fraud,
swindling, robbery, forgery, issue of
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counterfeit money, plunder, incen-
diarism and murder—that the annals
of all the criminal courts of the
world could not muster such a sum
of wickedness in whole centuries.”

Socialism had been won by a sec-
tion of the world’s workers, and
from the standpoint of the capitalists
no scruple or demand of henor er
justice could stand in the way of
the “holy war” they were to wage in
defence of their wealth. A body of
50,000 Czechoslovakian prisoners of
war in Siberia, recruited ostensibly to
fight in the west for the liberation
of their own country, were used to
attack the Soviets. In Vladivostock
on June 29, 1918, a large detach-
ment of Japanese troops were land-
ed, and a noble British lord pooh-
poohed any suggestion that Japan
had selfish motives. The British
consul-general in Moscow scattered
millions of roubles in organising the
counter - revolution. Ludendorf,
from the German side—the imperial-
ists were still at one another’s throats
at the time — helped organise
Ulrainian anti-Soviet armies. There
was no longer even a pretence that
the British expedition to north Rus-
sia was directed against the Germans
in Finland. It is a mistake to say
that the fascists were the first to
violate the sanction of the Red Cross;
Soviet ambulances, doctors and
nurses were pitilessly and on a whole-
sale scale bombed and shelled by
the knights and valiants of capiralist
civilisation; orders were ex
issued in all the interventionist
armies that the Soviet Red G
not to be respectec
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rule behind ¢he facade of the puppet
governments they established was
every whit as bad as the worst Tsar-
ist or fascist reaction. Mr. Ralph
Albertson, an American Y.M.CA.
secretary who was on the spot, made
some graphic revelations in his book
“Fighting Without « War.” He
says:— ‘

“The execution of suspects made
Bolsheviki right and left. . . Night
affer night the ﬁring-squad’ took out
itc batches of prisoners.”

“I have heard af many other cases
of the shooting of Bolshevik prison-
ers.”

“We used gas shells an the Bol-
cheviki, but that, 1 understand, is
no longer an atrocity.”

The atrocities committed by Deni-
kin are described by a British official
in Warsaw: “Whkolesale slaughter
and violations, drownings and burials
alive became not only commonplaces
but the order of the day. There
Wwere pogroms that lasted a week, and
in several towns the diabolic torture
and carnage continued for a month.”
There was no protest by the civilised
Powers; there was scarcely any
fwt.ice allowed to appear in the Brit-
ish press. Denikin received a K.CB.

fl_:ofn the British government. The
giving and the taking of that “hon-
iof’\' did credit to both!

* N *
armies of capitalism
off the soil of the wnr;::;
: ;fh: victory was
C ,wﬂﬁ of the
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people under the leadership of the
Party of Lenin and Stalin!

“The second cause of our vic
tory,” said Lenin, ‘‘was that the En-
tente could not throw a sufficient
number of loyal troops against Rus-
sia because the French soldiers and
the English sailors did not want to
go and oppress their brothers.”

Mutinies occurred in all the in-
terventionist armies. In April, 1919
the whole of the French fleet off
Odessa was involved. “The mutiny
in the French fleet was suppressed,
and its ringleaders were long in
prison; but a shock was sustained in
Paris which promptly terminated the
adventure.”  (Winston Churchill:
The World Crisis.) Public exposure
in England of what was happening
was prevented for a long time, but
in the end the truth forced its way
through and a tremendous movement
against the criminal war was or-
ganised. But even before full un-
derstanding came there were, as one
observer put it, “general sympathy,
instinctive solidarity displayed by
working people in this country for
the land where folk like themselves
had taken power and were seeking to
lay the foundations of Socialism.”
The leaders of the labor organisa-
tions, then as now, had a dead set
against the Bolsheviks, but they
couldn’t stem the rising tide of sym-
pathy with Soviet Russia. Letters
come home from the troops; it was
easy to discern “Communist infes-

‘ation,” as the brass-hats described it.

One letter, from an officer, created a
sensation. He said that the troops
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were being used “in furtherance of
some ambitious plan of campaign,
the nature of which we were not
allowed to know. . . . I formed the
opinion that the puppet-government
set up by us rested on no basis of
public confidence and suppore, and
would fall to pieces the moment the
protection of British bayonets was
withdrawn.”

The Trade Unions’ Congress, at
that time representing 8,000,000 men
passed a resolution demanding the
withdrawal of all British troops. The
government yiclded, saving its face
by announcing that “General Raw-
linson was able to say that the second
echelon . . . would not be required to
leave England”—that is, no more
troops would be sent. One month
later all British troops were evacu-
ated from north Russia. The
struggle to end the war itself entered
a new phaﬁ?.

Up and down Great Britain milit-
ants agitated and organised. Tt was
a period of intense industrial strife.
The bosses were launching attack
after attack on the workers' living
standards. “We were carrying on a
strike,” said Willie Gallacher after-
wards, “when we should have been
making a revolution.” Pitched battles
between strikers and police ha‘d
taken place in Glasgow, the historic
“battle of George's Square.” Al
though a big garrison was stationed
in that city, the government con:

sidered them unreliable and rushed

new and younger troops from the 7 the threat of a new

provinces.

The Glasgow Trades Council pro-
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posed a 24-hour general strike to
stop the war. Big demonstrations
paraded the streets of London. On
November 7, 1919, the second anni-
versary of the Revolution, a national
“Hands Off Russia!” committee was
formed. The test and the decision
came early the following year.

Practically all of the Whiteguard
generals had been defeated by then,
but still the western imperialists were
not satisfied. Poland was instigated
to artack Russia. Shiploads of
munitions left British shores for the
Polish armies, and it was around
these munitions that the agitation
was redoubled. The dockers load-
ing one munition ship, the Jolly
George, struck work. The coal-
trimmers refused to coal the vessel.
And the owners had to unload the
munitions! “The Jolly George in-
cident electrified the whole move-
ment. A week later the conference
of the Dockers’ Union . . . decided
to put a ban on the loading of any
munitions for use against Russia”
But a still greater sensation was in
store.

The Soviet armies had administer-
ed a thrashing to the Poles and were
advancing upon Warsaw. Lord
Curzon despatched a peremptory
note to Moscow threatening war i
the Soviet army advanced any fur-
cher. Let the same author just quot-
ed tell the story:

“Six years to the day after the
“War to Bnd War’ had blﬁm

workers' hope of




Page 236
rose . . . The demonstrations broke
all records . . . Strength came be-
cause on this fundamental issue there
was complete unity . . . A special
conference met in London . . .
pledged ‘to resist any and every form
of military and naval intervention
against the Soviet government of
Russia’” Councils of Action, hun-
dreds of them, were formed through-
out Britain.

There was no war with Russia!

Lenin commented: The whole of
the English bourgeois press wrote
that the Councils of Action were
Soviets. And it was right. They
were not called Soviets but in actual
fact they were such. It was a simple
illustration of the meaning of inter-
national solidarity, one vital feature
of it, namely, that defence of the
workers’ Fatherland strengthens the
working class at home. Reformist
leadership weakened the force and
direction of the Councils. It was the
Arthur Hendersons, J. H. Thomases
and their like who were in the saddle,
people who were forced by the mass
movement to take a progressive
stand. Under a different leadership,
there were other possibilities!
Still, the war was prevented. The

COMMUNIST REVIEW

April, 1940

lessons are clear to every worker
today. The same imperialist greed
and savagery darken the earth, and
millions of men and women may yet
be blown to eternity, and hundreds
of cities and towns reduced to heaps
of smoking debris, unless the work-
ers act. Though the forces of evil
and destructiveness still exist, and on
an cven greater scale than in the
last war, there are the counter-forces
that can vanquish the former. There
is the Soviet Union, marvellously
prospetous and tremendously power-
ful. The working class of all capi-
talist countries are enormously
stronger than in 1914 because of
Communism. That it is the duty of
all workers to defend the Soviet
Union needs no argument. The real
point is that in defending the Land
of Socialism which the imperialists
are bent on attacking, the workers
of the capitalist countries will ad-
vance immeasurably their own cause
of peace and Socialism. Let the
spirit of the hungry and ragged
Soviet workers in 1918-1920, and the
fighting zeal of the Hands o ff Russict
committees and the Councils of Ac-
tion of those years inspire us for the

tasks today!
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BOOK REVIEW

THE SOCIALIST SIXTH
OF THE WORLD

Hewlett Johnson

VERY so often, though by no

means so often as you might
suppose, a man who knows what he
wants to say does so in unmistakable
terms. If, into the bargain, he
understands his subject thoroughly
and commits his words to writing,
the result is likely to be a memor-
able book. Here is just such a book,
by precisely such a man. Hewlett
Johnson, Dean of Canterbury, has
extraordinary qualifications for the
making of it. First, he possesses a
literary style which is amazingly
simple and agreeable. This may
well be mentioned first, for without
such a faculty many an author is
passed unread, though he may have
really important things to commu=
nicate. In the Dean’s company,
however, you may be certain that
you will never be bored by dry-as-
dust philosophising or tedious re-
flections. This man has a straight-
forward tale to tell, and he tells it
in forthright fashion.

It is a colossal job that he has
undertaken—to present in less th?.n
400 small pages a recognisable pic-
ture of the most gigantic edifice ever
created by man. In other words, to
describe the steucture and conditions
of the Sovier Union. Clearly, in.

such a task, far more than mere
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lucidity—the gift of the gab, if
you like—is required. In what other
respects then, is the dignitary of the
Church so well fitted for its per-
formance? Is he just a sentimenta-
list, a dreamy but well-meaning
elderly cleric? On the contrary,
Hewlett Johnson is a highly-
certificated  professional engineer,
and one time manager of a wagon

works.

Moreover, he understands capita-
lism—a branch of knowledge com-
monly neglected even by engineers
and works managers. He saw capi-
talism on the up-and-up in the days
of his youth in a comfortably cir-
cumstanced middle-class Lancashire
family, for his dad was one of the
old-time smaller industrialists, in
semi-pateiarchal relationship to their
employees, who have since fallen be-
fore the onset of monopoly-
fnance. So Hewlett Johnson saw
capitalism come to the brow of the
hill—and start on the downward
slope. He gives at the outser of his
book what he calls an “Exc_umflslnd
Autobiography,” and this
from being the least inte
the contents. for
passage:




large house; the facade remained,
but worry and anxiety hid behind it.
By the time my wage (as an
engineer-apprentice reached thirteen
shillings a week I determined, despite
my parents’ wishes, to live on my
own carnings” And he explains
how he managed.

Bur: “My work companions were
men with families, endeavoring to
live on seventeen shillings a week.
The poverty in their case was infi-
nitely greater than mine. . . .
asked what right had I, or any other
Christian, to live in comfort, as I
had done nearly all my life, and as
my class did continually, while
others suffered constant economic
hardship? True, as I tried to argue,
they were less competent than men
of my class, and on that account
earned less. But then again they
were less competent because heavily
handicapped from the outset of life
as to food, quiet, education, and a
thousand other amenities. Sophis-
tries failed, and the sense of great
injustice grew. FEither these men
were to be regarded as human per-
sonalities and treated as such with
equal respect, or they were not. My
Christian faith said they were: in
practice we denied it. If they were,

then we ought to treat them as
brothers.”

The Dean takes here much the
same attitude as that adopted by a
local parson whom T once saw sic-
next to Lance Sharkey on the

i;m of a public meeting, His

owed th Com.
representative—and clinghed
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neatly the nails which he had driven.
o stand here,” said this man, “not
in spite of the fact that T am a
Chistian but because 1 am a Chris-
fan’—and wich that he went for
Chamberlain, Menzies and Com-
pany hammer-and-tongs. Quite so,
says the objector, but I still say that
these religious folk are actuated
merely by vague feelings of pity or
compassion for the less fortunate.
Right: T'll take that up. Listen to
this, please.

“Dl.ll'.lllg the war (Of 1914-19[8)
I studied and worked,” says kthe
Dean, “with Mr.—afterwards Sir
— Drummond Fraser, manager of
the Union Bank of Manchester,
and lecturer in Banking ac Man-
chester University, who ultimately
became vice-chairman of the Bank.
ers’ Institute and financial admini-
strator under the League of Nations.
He was especially interested in Aus-
tria, the tale of whose misery I told
him following a wvisit there imme-
diately after the war. To him I owe
interest in and useful understand-
ing of banking and money. At his
own request I interpreted his ideas
1 extremely simple language for
The Economist,” and wrote the
speeches he delivered to London,
Ametican, and Parisian bankers. In
particular, I wrote the paper which
led to the 15/6 war bonds, and an-
other on the Ter Meulen Bond
Scheme.”  Well, if Hewletr John-
son could simplify the ideas of a
lecturer in banking, it seems quite
Sa_fe to assume that he could sim-
plify anything else whatsoever. The

an knows capitalism in its rise,

April, 1940

in its decline, from below, from
above.

And what does he say about it?
He says: “Private owership of the
means of production has outlived its
day. It is doomed. Happily there
is an alternative. The instruments
of production can be owned pub-
licly; and worked, not for private
profit but for public service, the
needs of consumers being the con-
trolling factor. . . . This age, marred
by the private ownership of the
means of life, with all its crippling
effects on scienece and industry, with
its immoral emphasis on acquisi-
tion, and with its inevitable conse-
quences of wealth and poverty, of
class distinctions and class discords,
must go. Science, civilisation and
Christianity alike demand it.” This,
then, is the standpoint from which
Hewelett Johnson approaches his
business of giving to the public at
large, an casily readable but entirely
authentic survey of that sixth of the
world where these sane principles
can be seen in action.

Too much space, maybe, has been
devoted to making clear just who
and what manner of man is the
Dean. On the other hand, this may
not be so, for there is very lictle
good purpose in attempting to give
you a pre-digested version of this
book’s contents, Here and there,
1o doubt, a close student of Soviet
matters will be heard to protest that
these things are already well within
his or her knowledge. I take leave
to doubt the entire accuracy of su
a statement, but, even were it 50,
gain to be derived from careful peru-
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sal of Hewlett Johnson’s pages

likely to be enormous, particularly
so for writers or public speakers.
For if ever there was a useful ex-
ample of direct and orderly presen-
tation it is here. There is no sub-
stitute for first-hand examination—
and the Dean’s powers of descrip-
tion are a treat in themselves. And
you will be amazed at the amount of
genuine information with which he

has packed his book.

Even so, Hewlett Johnson explains
in an “Important Foreword, writ-
ten on November 2, 1939” his “re-
gret that this book was not written
and published six months earlier.
Had that been the case 1 mighe
have hoped that it would perhaps
have served some part, however
small, in helping our own country
to understand Russia and, by under-
standing, to have brought nearer the
possibility of Anglo-Russian friend-
ship. With Russian friendship, con-
summated in a pact for collective
security, we should now be spared
the terrible tragedy that confronts
us. . . . During the enforced delay
in its publication, I have re-read it
in the light of our present situation.
Apart from the Epilogue there is
licele T would add to or subtract
from it, though had it been written
today the style would doubtless have
been less leisurely. Because, hl:_;W-
ever, of what has happened in the
last two months, I would invite the
reader to turn to the Epilogue first
and familarise himself with the brief
account it contains of the Soviet's
struggle for peace during the .
years of its existence. Tl

|



"~ For the rest, the book is divided
into six main parts, with systematic
sub-divisions. There you see the
methodical scientific mind. As the
Dean remarks drily in reference to
some statement of Mr. Eugene
Lyons, he “feels more at home” in
the company of practical engineers
w than in that of people of the type
{ he is then discussing. He finds their
opinions more valuable, for he is an

extremely difficult man to hoodwink,

is the Dean of Canterbury. The six

main sections comprise Book I:

Apology and Excuse; Book II: The

Soviet Blueprints of the New So-

ciety; Book IT: The Socialist Sixth

of the World; Book IV: The Great-

est Good of the Greatest Number;
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Book V: The Plan and the Peoples;
and Book VI: Mental and Spiritual
Horizons. BEvery page bristles with
brilliantly presented facts, while en-
livening aneedotes and personal ex-
periences abound throughout the
volume.

The Left Book Club edition
comes to members at 4/-. That is
the edition before me, from the An-
vil Bookshop. No doubt Gollancz
has issued a “regular” edition also,
though naturally at a higher price.
But “The Socialist Sixth of the
Wortld’ is a book to be read. Buy
it if you can, borrow it somehow if
you cannot buy it. But read it. It
will do you good.

—GEOFFREY CUMINE

PARTY LEADERSHIP

“Can the Party impose its leadership on the class by force?

No it cannot.
degree lasting.

“to ensure the support of the
decisive struggle.

~ “Therefore the method of

" : t T 1 i
employed by the Party in its leadershiy, of tre 1.

At all events such leadership ca

lasting. If the Party wishes to rerr? et
proletariat, it must know that it is ab
guide, the leader, the teacher of the wor

“Leadership means the ability to convi
L correctness of the Party policy: the abili‘sl;r1 cfo
: carry out such slogans as bring the masses to t
and which make it easier for them on the bas
perience to realise the correctness of the Part
to raise the masses to the level of Party con

ain a party of the
ove all and mainly the
king clags.

the masses of the
put forward and
the Party position,
is ot: their own ex-
¥ policy; the ability
sclousness, and thus

masses and their readiness for

si
Blkthacoloasil oy

—Stalin: Problems of Leninism
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THE RIVAL IMPERIALIST
PROPAGANDISTS

The propagandists of all the
warring impertalists are striv-
ing to present their imperial-
ism as the defender of culture,
of civilisation, of liberty and

the independence Of small
nations.
ACH of them declares that

only the victory of his particu-
lar capitalist class can ensure pro-
gress and a future for the human
race.

On the other hand, each propa-
ganda machine strives to present its
opponent as a barbarian, a mass
murderer and each act of war by the
enemy as a gross “infringement of
international law.”

The British propagandists repre-
sent the sinking of merchant ship-
ping by German submarines as bat-
barism, as an expression of the ruth-
less savagery of the “Prussian
spirit.”

The question may be asked:
“Why does Germany resort to the
sinking of merchant ships by means
of submarines whilst the Allies do
not use submarines to any appre
ciable extent for this end? The
answer is that submarines and mines
are, together with aeroplanes, the
only weapons at the disposal of the
Germans to wage a war at sea. The
Anglo-French navies hold complete
command of the seas and confine
the German naval forces practicaliy

Review

L. Sharkey

to their own harbors.
Given, then, the situation where
German imperialism feels that it is
ﬁghting for existence; from the
viewpoint of imperialism, it is per-
fectly justified in using submarines
for this purpose. Were the positions
reversed, that is, had Germany the
superior battle fleet, without doubt
the Allies would do precisely as the
Germans are doing now, i.e., resort
to an attack upon the German
Navy and overseas shipping by
means of submarines, mines an |
seaplanes.
The submarine is a horrible
weapon, say the Allied atrocity
mongers. They paint the fearful
picture of inoffensive, peaceful sea-
farers left to struggle and drown in !
the icy waves. The German subma-
rine, naturally, has to leave the spot
instantly, for if it were caught, those
hunting it would not allow it to
escape because it showed humanity, {
but would instantly sink it. Im- l
perialist war is imperialist war. |
On the other hand, the Allied |
fleets control the Seven Seas. Ger-
man merchant shipping has been
swept from the seas in this war as
in the previous one by means of this
naval superiority.  This dl‘ml'fssﬂf
German ships from the Seas is ac-
complished by means of the g
tion of force; that is




 Page 202

)

and allow herself to be captured by

Allied warships would be instantly

sunk by means of gunfire and tor-

pedoes; in much the same way that
the submarine destroys its victims.

It may be true that a warship, in

no immediate danger herself, can
spend a little more time than a sub-
marine, in picking up the victims.
‘Many German ships who refused to
halt and attempted to make an es-
cape have been already sunk in this
war by Allied warships.

“The Germans ruthlessly sink
neutral ships” cried the British capi-
talist Press. Perfectly true and
agreed that it is horrible.

The British Navy, using its
superiority, has set up contraband
stations for the control of the ship-
ping of the neutrals. The neutral
ships are compelled to submit them-
selves to this control. If they refused
when called upon to do so, they
would be immediately sunk by the
Allied fleets. From this it is clear
that the German methods of sea
warfare are not an outcome of the
“Prussian spirit,” but are deter-
mined by the strategical position in
which the Germans have been com-
pelled to fight their wars with Bri-
tain and France. The weapons and
methods are largely determined by
the fact that the latter control the
seas.

- When the reader decides upon
suicide, it can be left to him to
choose which is the more “humane”
‘death—by a torpedo from a German
‘submarine or gunfire from a British

Il Winston Churchill’s
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German war at sea, it is clear that
there is little to choose between the
methods of sea warfare adopted by
either of the belligerents and thar
both use to the full the weapons to
hand.

But then, the aims of the war av
sea, one can visualise the question
of the followers of Churchill. The
aim of the German sea war is to de-
stroy British shipping and by this
means cut her Oﬁ‘ frﬂm hUE overseas
food supplies upon which she de-
Pends.

The German aim is to create a
condition of starvation in Britain
and, by this means, force the British
bourgeoisie to surrender. It is a hor-
rible thing to starve tens of millions
of women and children and peace-
loving workers. Undoubtedly.

Ask yourself then, what is the
object of the use of the greater
force of the British Navy to drive
German shipping from the trade
routes of the world and to blockade
Germany?  What other objective
is there than the starvation of tens
of millions of women and children
and peace-loving workers and there-
by forcing the surrender of the Ger-
man bourgeoisie?

It has been pointed out that large
numbers of the German population
died and many are physically
wrecked as a result of the blockade
employed by the Allied powers in
the first world war, whilst children
were geratly affected by rickets. The
Soviet union has protested against
T Tt
e viets w1l|.prevenr, as far

k power, this ruthless star-
vation of the German' people by the

i e SEFRELT S
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British capitalist class.

The organisers of the slow mur-
der of millions of babies by means
of blockade have no cause to shout
iout about “baby murderers” and
ruthless submarine war.

A favorite theme of the apolo-
gists of British and French imperial-
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soon as possible. Again, the U
pendent small States, through the
centuries, were and are maintained
as “buffers,” in modern times as
buffers against the advance of Get-
man imperialism. i

At the moment, these buffers ap-
pear to be having the opposite effect

ism is that the Germans violate the and preventing a blow by i Alhu,
integrity of small nations. The causing them to seek for new fronts g
over-running of Belgium by the and methods of involving the small %
Getmans in 1914 was a central point neutrals. it |
in Allied war propaganda. The pro-  The “poor little B.elglum story ;
paganda about the German atroci- was one of the most important pro- : l
ties in Belgium, true and untrue, paganda weapons for winning over ‘
were used in order to cover the real the neutrals and a!so inciting the
aims for which the war was fought populationy to war—hk{: frenzy. i
and which were later embodied in It is beca}lse of this pmpag_:«1 a |
the “peace” of Versalles. gl t};:: tt:at l:l'lc‘ Mlltsfa:ei‘:::ll? to violate |
.nt war. Poland and the Czechs the territory o rals. .
gi:,t nrrhe“::]‘c of the “suffering Bel-  The tone is rapidly changmg,
ians.” however. Open threats were made
g“‘g‘; the other hand, the British to I\'.forway and .Swedel:l dul::lis :::
and French imperialists present Finnish war. iSmce 1: ethzo e i |
themselves as the champions (.Jf of t.hc sttugg‘eﬂwlt e |
aational independence. They did \Vhiteggards m;en e :
i small nations in the the British azfcl r:nch dfn o |
1110': e fl“; far have not done are mow pressing .fc?r the ending .
A % the policy of “waiting f.or the neu
z ’ll"tI tth "; Dtt:e:ir claim trals to act,” and jec-largsh:it:“ t.t:Z
hai . : F
Again, the attitude of ]?ermacle1§ ﬁ;ltlezna;:h :;ftlti‘:ﬂm'i;‘ T :mm
ies can be tra . !
;:fkth:; O\i}::te f‘:}elzlesmiﬁtary corre- that the Em.s Oii :E;é’fi';}‘:lgo:ni:
spondents call “the strategical reali- between the 1P

ties” It is well known that the abstract pfinciple,o lil:ilil;l' de:n e
All:xed econohiic = tesplirces - are by strategical, P nomic

; il f the struggle.
superior to those of Germany: This and mﬂ:tar:\o:::: ‘::hc situation is
imposes upon the Germans the At ;het i of the
necessity of winning, if they can, as e ber of) small neu-
quickly as possible. .

economy of a num
To do this they take the shortest

teals would be demmmb
cut, through Belgium or Holland ts of

interests of the Nazi
or elsewhere in order to try and Le.

strike a blow at their opponents as
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supplies of oil, iron and foodstuffs.
The new Allied propaganda there-
fore, in view of this, demands that
such States, by hook or by crook,
be dragged into the war, by force,
if necessary, even if it means losing
the “moral weapon.”
The imperialists are only inter-

ested in “moral weapons” when
these “weapons” can be translated
into material results; blows at the
enemy. Germany, in regard to the
invasion of Belgium, in the previous
wvar, pleaded “milicary necessity.”
The Allies hold Gibraltar, which
logically belongs to Spain, Malta,
from Italy, and Cyprus from
Greece. The domination of Eire is
also largely justified by the British
government on this ground of mili-
tary necessity. It gives these in-
stances of definite examples of
where the Western Powers occupy
territories of other European powers,
for, once outside Europe, it is the
western imperialisms, and nat Ger-
many, that hold scores of nations,
large and small, in bondage equal
to that of the Czechs and Poles.
And now the bourgeoisic in Britain
and France are threatening to vio-
late neutral frontiers in the name
of the need to strike a “blow ar Hie.
1asta FHitlerin s recens speech,
threatened to “free” the Indians,
Atabs and Irish. Chambetlain re.
plied by demanding the indepen-
dence of Poland and the Cgechs,
Neither offered to “free” the nations
under their own imperialist rule,

- Chamberlain  demanded  ““free.
dom” from religious persecution,
~ The Protestant and Catholic re.

ligionists who Lave been persecuted
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in Germany have suffered bec:}use

of political opposition to thfc Hitler

dictatorship and its war policy. The
pastors of all churches who support

Hitler and Hitler’s war are unmo-

lested.

The Chamberlain government, at
this moment, is attacking religious
pacifists and conscientious objectors
in Britain who oppose the govern-
ment’s war policy. Religious people
have “freedom” so long as rhey
support the imperialist war in both
Germany and Britain.

The Nazis kill Poles. They at-
tempt to justify cthis on the grounds
that the Poles assasinate Germans.
Recently, two young Irishmen were
hanged in Britain. The charge was
that they assasinated Britishers. An
Indian will be hanged for the as-
sasination of Sir Michael O’'Dwyer.

The Indian, the Irishmen, the
Czechs and Poles are all being killed
by the imperialists because they all
object to the subjection of their re-
spective countries by the imperialists.

The British propaganda points to
the extermination of the Herreros,
an African tribe, by the German im-
perialists. The German teplies by
asking “where are the Tasmanian
natives?”  “What is the condition
of the Australian aborigine?”

The British and French talk of a
European “Federation,” of capita-
list States, based on the destruction
of German power, “after the war.”

This so-called “federation” would
be dominated by British finance
and French militaty power. In the
event of their victory, the Nazis

would also bring abou a

ee
European
federation,”

under their conol,
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even allowing a nominal indepen-  German democracy was aboksb‘gd
dence for some small states, as in in a position of acute class antago-
the case of the present “republic” of nism. As the position grows more
Slovakia. The war is for the domi- acute in Britain ant-i the“Damnuom,
nation of Europe, whether concealed the same drive against de}nocracy”
under the cry “of Buropean Federa- becomes mote apparent daily. The
tion” by the one side, or the amalga- British ca.plta.]_ls.ts were able to tole}:—
mation of the “Nordic Race” ate certain limited fre.e.dnm to the
(Switzerland, most of Belgium, workers, b?sed, as Lenin imd M;l!';
Scandinavia, Holland and the “lost both explained, upon the bribery ot
German minorities”) in a gigantic the upper strata of the wlor cers ou
greater German Reich, on the other. of the plunder of the co onies. 5
Either federation would be capita-  If the German blzurgegm:i wbe
list, anti-working class and im- to conguer the world an c:;c:s-
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MI'LLIONS of working people

in the capitalist countries look
upon Stalin as their close friend,
wise teacher and great leader. No
other person in the world enjoys
such unshakable confidence and
prestige in the ranks of the working-
class movement, in the ranks of the
working people of all countries as
our Stalin, the genius who is carry-
ing on the cause of Marx, Engels
and Lenin.

The strength of Stalin’s influence
lies in his great teaching, which has
been tested by the experience of mil-
lions, in the justness of his cause,
which has been confirmed by im-
mortal deeds.  For decades the
learned men of the bourgeoisie have
asserted that Socialism was a
Utopia. Stalin has now demon-
strated Socialism to the millions as
a living reality. For decades the
ideologists of the bourgeoisie as-
serted that the peasant possesses an

“anti-collectivist skull,” and that hLe

never reconcile himself to

ﬁnnalm Stalin demonstrated that
 the peasantry, given the State lead-

the working class, would
batk forever to the shore
The Social-Demo-
1 that Social-

communist Review
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G. Dimitrov

only through the dictatorship of
the proletariat, whereas bourgeois
democracy opens the way to capita-
list reaction and unleashes imperial-
ist wars. And it was Comrade
Stalin who proved to be right.

The masses can now see that,
whereas capitalism dooms them to
poverty, starvation and unemploy-
ment and flings them into the bloody
gqu of devastati_ng war, the Soviet
Uhion, led by Stalin, is not only pre-
venting its population of 183
million from being drawn into the
imperialist war, but is erecting a
powerful barrier against the conver-
sion of the war into a universal holo-
caust.

IL

~ The working class in the capita-
list countries are learning and will
learn from Stalin the Bolshevik art
of fighting and vanquishing the
class enemy. His teaching, tested
and confirmed by the vast experience
of the eriumphant struggle  for
Socialism, furnishes an inexhaustible
arsenallof intellectual weapons for
the entire world proletariar,

From Stalin, the advanced prole-
tarians are learning, above all, to
:?de::;il;is;e mexclusive imgorta.nce

¥ theory in the
struggle for the liberation of the
Wolking cla;g‘
. Two typical examples. will per-
haps illustrate better than mytﬁng
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else the immense importance which

Comrade Stalin attaches to theory.
On the eve of the first Russian revo-
lution, while fighting for the crea-
tion of a Bolshevik party and up-
holding Lenin’s teachirg against
the attacks of the opportunists,
Comrade Stalin explained the vital
necessity of linking the working-
class movement with socialist theory.
In his pamphlet, “A Glance at the
Disagreements in the Party” (1905)
he wrote:

“The spontaneous working-
class movement — the movement
without Socialism, is bound to
become petty, assume a craft-
unionist hue, and fall under the
sway of the bourgeois ideclogy
... On the other hand, Socialism
divorced from the working-class
movement remains nothing but
sheer talk and loses all signifi-
cance, no matter how scientific
the foundation on which it rests.

“What is the conclusion? The
working-class movement must be
linked up with Socialism, prac-
tical activity must be closely
bound up with theory, and the
spontancous working-class move-
ment thus lent a Social-Demo’:
cratic meaning and countenance.
The other example is a very re-

cent one. Despite his tretmndo‘us
preoccupation with the task of guid-
ing the Socialist state, Comrade

Stalin worked on the compilation of :

the History of the C.P.8.U. (B-)
and wrote for it the section on dia-
lectical and historical materialis
which represents the summit
Marxist  philosophical
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Thanks to these labors of ade
Stalin, we now have a remarkable
theoretical Wm'k,' T, B
of fundamental knowledge in the
Marxist-Leninist theory and a sure
guide to the world proletariat in its
struggle to overthrow capitalism
and establish Socialism.

For many decades, Comrade
Stalin has been developing, supple-
menting and enriching the Marxist-
Leninist doctrine.  His  gigantic
labors are the embodiment of cre-
ative Marxism. He is an irreconcil-
able enemy of all dogmartism.

Himself setting a brilliant ex-
ample in the combination of Bolshe-
vik fidelity to principle with the ut-
most flexibility, and applying the
Marxian dialectics in a masterly
fashion, Comrade Stalin never tires
of warning us against mechanically
applying the experience of the
working-class movement in one
countty to that of other countries, _
where conditions are different. H_e (|
teaches the Communists to base the{r |
strategy and tactics on actual reali-
ties and to regard theory, not as 4
collection of abstract dogmas, but
as a guide to action.

In the article he wrote on the occa-
sion of Lenin’s fifdeth birthday,
Comrade S;alti: g;ive a

iption of the :
scrip | __Wﬁ

creative




' not to the outward acceptance of
Marxism, but to its realisation,
its translation into reality. What
this group chiefly concentrates its
attention on is to determine the
ways and means of realising
Matxism that best answer the
situation, and to change these
ways and means as the situation
changes. It does not derive its
directions and instructions from
historical analogies and parallels,
but from a study of surrounding
conditions. It does not base its
activities on quotations and
maxims, but on practical experi-
ence, testing every step by ex-
perience, learning from its mis
takes and teaching others how to
build a new life. This, in fact,
explains why there is no discre-
pancy between word and deed in
the activities of this group, and
why the teachings of Marx com-
pletely retain their living, revolu-
tionary force. To this group may
be fully applied Marx’s saying
that the Marxists cannot rest con-
tent with interpreting the world,
but must go farther and change
it. This group is known as the
Bolsheviks, the Communists.”
Treachery in policy has usually

begun with revisionism in theory.

Such was the case with the oppor-

tunists of the Second International.

Such was the case with the Menshe-

wviks. Such was the case ‘with the

' Trotskyites, the Bukharinites, the

- Zinovievites and the other enemies

the Party and of the working

‘The fight for the purity of

eory and irreconcila-

vulgarisation and
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mutilation are inseparable features
of Bolshevism. Lenin and Stalin,
the leaders and theoteticians of Bol-
shevism, attached the highest im-
portance to this struggle and them-
selves engaged in it unceasingly.

The bourgeoisie has set every
means in motion to disarm the work-
ing class ideologically. The church,
backed by the learned lackeys of the
bourgeoisie, has proclaimed a cru-
sade against Marxism, and they are
being seconded by the agents of im-
perialism in  the Second Inter-
national; a vociferous and brainless
campaign is being waged against
Marxism by the Ministries of Pro-
paganda that have been specially set
up; works of Lenin and Stalin are
being burnt and destroyed by the
brutal shock troops of teaction.

But vain are all the attempts of
the bourgeoisie, which, in its anti-
Marxist crusade is combining subtle
deceit with gross police persecution,
coaxing with threats, corruption
with courtsmartial. They are vain
because the advanced workers are
learning the Marxist-Leninist theory
from Comrade Stalin; they are
learning from his how to defend it
from the attacks of all its enemies,
how to carry it to the broad masses
of the working people, how to com-
bine it with the practical class
sttuggle, and how ta ensure its undi-
vided supremacy in the inter-
national working-class movement.

IIT.

Th‘_ workers of the capitalist
countries are furthermore learning
from Qomrada Stalin to understand
the highly important role of the
Party of the working class, the art

_,,_
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of forming and consolidating ir, of
strengthening its fighting cfficiency
and manoeuyring ability in every
way, and of extending its connec-
tions with the working masses, They
are learning the Bolshevik art of en-
suring the leading role of the work-
ing class with regard to all other
working people.  Stalin’s splendid
account of the glorious and heroic
history of the CP.SU. (B.) con-
tains a classical description of the
importance of the Party to the cause
of the working class.

“The history of the Party
teachcs us, first of all, that the
victory of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, is impossible without
a revolutionary party of the pro-
letariat, a party free from oppor-
tunism, irreconcilable
compromisers and capitulators,
and revolutionary in its attitude
towards the bourgeoisie and the
state power.” (History of the
C.PS.U. (B.), p. 337)

The  building,  consolidation,
moulding and utmost development
of this party, of which history knows
no equal, was and is Comrade
Stalin’s chief concern.

Day by day, for decades prior to
the October Revolution, living the
hard life of a revolutionary operat-
ing underground in Tsarist Russia,
and later in the new, Soviet condi-
tions, Comrade Stalin worked with
Lenin in building, forging and con-
solidating the Bolshevik Party.

Stalin defeated all the machina-
tions of the enemies, swept them
from the victorious path of the
working class, upheld the Party,
cemented the iron unity of its ranks

towards
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and led it to the highest smni:
of victory. He gathered together
all the great historical experience
gained in the building of the Bolshe-
vik Party, both in the bourgeois-
democratic period and in the period
of the Socialist revolution, and
armed the world proletariat with
these generalisations drawn from
this experience. Stalin’s “Conclu-
sion” to the History of the C.P.S.U.
(B.) describes with the utmost
clarity, profundity, and precision
what the Bolshevik Party was and
is, which is a model for the prole-
tarian parties of the capitalist coun-
tries.

At the dawn of Bolshevism, Lenin
set forth his celebrated thesis re-
garding the importance of organisa-
tion for the working class. “In its
struggle for power,” he taught, “the
proletariat has no other weapon than
organisation.” And the cardinal
embodiment of this organisation of
the proletariat is its Party. It is the
vanguard, the general staff of the
working class, without which it
would have been impossible to mus-
ter the forces of the proletariat, or
create its powerful class organisa-
tions, or ensure the alliance between
the working class and the other
working people in town and country
for the attainment of victory. Hence
the major and fundamental task, a
task of the utmost importance fo
the working class of the capitalist
countries, is to forge genuine usﬁ!u-
tionary parties, parties of 4

type. 3

roylagmd

5

What
of such parties?
struggle
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the Communist parties. Proceeding
from the historical experience ©

the Bolshevik Party, on the one
hand, and mindful of the SPRE{SC
conditions in which the Communist
movement is developing in the capi-
talist countries, on the other, Com-
rade Stalin tells us what bolshevisa-
tion means and how it is to be at-
tained. \

“Bolshevisation,” he wrote in
1925, “requires at least certain
basic conditions, without which
the bolshevisation of the Commu-
nist Parties is impossible in
general.

“]. The parties must not re-
gard themselves as an appendage
of the parliamentary election
machine, as the Social-
Democratic parties in fact do,
and not as a free supplement to
the trade unions, as certain
anarcho-syndicalists ~ sometimes
assert, but as the highest form of
class combination of the prole-
tariat, designed to lead all other
forms of proletarian organisa-
tion, from the trade unions to
the parliamentary groups;

“2. The Party, especially its
leading elements, must have fully
mastered the revolutionary theory
of Marxism, which is indissolubly
connected  with  revolutionary
practice;

3. The Party must base its

- slogans and directions not on for-
mulas and historical pa:a,ll,els

- learnt by rote, but on a careful

‘analysis of the concrete condi-
ions of the revolutionary move-
at home and abroad, in
ience of revolu-
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tion in all countries must abso-
lutely be taken into account;

w4 The Party must test these
slogans and directions in the fire
of the revolutionary struggle of
the masses;

s, The whole of the work of
the Party, especially if it has not
yet rid itself of Social-Democratic
ceaditions, must be reconstructed
on a new, revolutionary footing,
so designed that every step and
Evﬂry actioﬂ Of [he Pafty SI'IOUI(_{
naturally lead to revolutionising
the masses, to training and edu-
cating the working-class masses
in the spirit of revolution;

%6, The Party in its work
must be able to combine supreme
fidelity to principle (not to be
confused with sectarianism!)
with maximum connection and
contact with the masses (not to
be confused with tail-ism!), with-
out which it is impossible for the
Party not only to teach the
masses bur also to learn from
them, not only to lead the masses
and raise them to the level of
the Party but also to take heed
of the voice of the masses and
divine their urgent needs;

“7. The Party must be able in
its work to combine an irrecon-
cilable revolutionary spirit (not
to be confused with revolutionary
adventurism!) with the maximum
flexibility and  manoeuvring
ability (not to be confused with
opportunism!), without which it
is impossible for the Party to
master all forms of struggle and
organisation, to link up the day-
to-day interests of the proletariat

April, 1940

with the fundamental interests of
the proletarian revﬂ[utiun, and to
combine the legal struggle with
the illegal struggle;

“8, The Party must not con-
ceal its mistakes, it must not fear
criticism, it must be able to im-
prove and educate its forces using
its own mistakes as an example;

“0. The Party must be able to
form a basic leading group of
the best elements of the foremost
fighters, devoted enough to be
genuine spokesmen of the aspira-
tions of the revolutionary prole-
tariat, and experienced enough to
become the real leaders of the
proletarian revolution, capable of
applying the tactics and straregy
of Leninism;

“10. The Party must syste-
matically improve the social
composition of its organisations
and rid itself of corrupted oppor-
tunist elements, with the aim of
making its ranks monolithic to
the utmost degree;

“11, The Party must establish
iron proletarian discipline, based
on ideological unanimity, clarity
as to the aims of the movement,
co-ordination of practical actions
and an atticude of clear under-
standing on the part of the gen-
eral membership towards the
aims of the Party;

12, The Party must keep a
systematic check on the way its
decisions and directions are being
fulfilled, withour which the lat-
ter risk becoming empty pro-
mises capable only of undermin-

ing the confidence of the broad
proletarian masses in the Party.
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“Without these and similar
conditions, bolshevisation is noth-
ing but an empty sound”
(Pravda, Feb. 3/35.)

The conditions for bolshevisation
laid down by Stalin have played and
are still playing a tremendous part
in the development and consolida-
tion of the international Communist
movement. T[‘ley may be compgred
in significance with the role of
Lenin’s celebrated works, What is
to be Done? and One Step Forward,
Two Steps Back, in the history of
the Party.

The importance of these splendid
principles, laid down by Comrade
Stalin, is immeasurably enhanced by
the conditions which prevail today.
Tt is enhanced by the fact that in the
midst of the imperialist war and
rampant world reaction, profound
changes are taking place in the in-
ternational working-class movement,
giving rise to ever new and complex
tasks for the Communist Parties.
It is enhanced by the fact that owing
to the treachery of the Social-
Democratic  leaders, millions of
Social-Democratic workers find
themselves at the crossroads: the best
of them are coming more and more
clearly to realise the necessity for a
joint struggle with the Communists,
and the speedy r;]jsatinnkml;f ﬂl:l:
fighting unity of the worki
will dap?l;d largely on the Bolshevik
skill of the Communists.
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" HANDS OFF RUSSIA!
J. B. Miles

FOR nearly seven months the

ies, Britain and France, have
been in a state of war with Ger-
many. The attack on Poland was
the reason given for the mobilisa-
tion on the western front and for
the intensification of war prepara-
tions by France and throughout the
British Empire. No one knows that
anything was done directly to aid
Poland although there were five
tense months in which to prepare
aid between the British - French
“guarantees” and the start of the
war.

The collapse of the Polish resis-
tance in a few days and the protec-
tion of several millions of White
Russians and Ukrainians from the
Nazi armies by the Socialist Red
Army brought an unusual state of
war. Except the blockade and
actions at sea to cripple German
economy and war strength; the
sinking of British, French and
neutral ships to injure British and
French economy and war strength
and a few minor air actions by both
sides, there is yet no war between
these powers. Many people, not
willing to become a sacrifice in the
wars of rival imperialisms have said,
in effect, nothing was done (could
be done?) to help Poland and for-
mer Poland cannot be restored, why
stop the war before it be-

German attack on Poland was but
the excuse, the spark which lighted
the flames of war between Britain
and France and the Germany they
had so greatly strengthened for war
in other directions. Hitler is
notorious for breaking promises but
only one broken promise seriously
annoys the British and French
rulers, that is, the promise to make
war on the Soviet Union. Instead
of a German-Soviet war there is a
German-Soviet non-aggression pact.
Hence the change from Munich
friendliness and confidence in the
word of Hitler to the bitterness of
the former appeasers during the last
seven months.

But the main antagonism, the
chief conflice in the world today is
not between any two capitalist
powets or any two groups of such
powers, it is the antagonism between
the working class and the capitalist
class, between socialism and capita-
lism. This struggle continues to be
expressed in all the well-known
forms throughout the capitalist
world, but for twenty-two years this
conflict has had a new form, a
struggle between the new society,
the working class, socialist state, the
Soviet Union, and the capiralist
states.

From the first world war there
came an entirely new division of ter-
ritory, one sixth of the world came
under socialist control, one sixth of

the world was lost to the landlords,
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employers and bankers. The future
world already exists in the Sovier
Union but the old world, the dying
world of the few wealthy parasites
an_d millions uf P‘JVBt‘ty-stricken
workers, unemployed, ruined farm.
ers and colonial slaves, surrounds
the socialist sixch.

Tt is to this sixth of the world that
all the imperialists have directed
their attention during 22 years as a
possibic source of new territory,
material, labor and profits. The first
years of the revolution were years
of war against the revolution by all
the large powers and their smaller
lackeys. Even before the first world
war ended the “enemies” saw a com-
mon enemy in the socialist sixth of
the world and launched military ac-
tions against it.

A new war between any of the
imperialist powers turns into a war
against the Soviet Union.

Finland, which was a base for
anti-Sovier war during the first
months of the socialist revolution,
has been prepared as a base against
the Soviet Union ever since. The
Whiteguard enemies of the Finnish
workers and the land of socialism
temained in control and with
foreign capital buile fortifications
and equipped an army for provoca-
tive action and to precipitate a war
and hold our till the imperialists
came to their aid. Refusing to reach
agreement for mutual protection, to
prevent Finland from becoming a
war front, to enable the Soviet
Uhion to strengthen its defence and
lessen the danger of war, the W hite-
guard Finns paid their debt to
foreign capital and rurned
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into an anti-Soviet war front.

In the Near and Middle East,
while rival imperialisc armies sit on
f.he western front for seven months,
Intense activity and war preparation
proceeds. These armies, in Egypt
and nearby countries, may be re-
quired against 2 German move into
the Balkans bur all the speculations,
rumors and propaganda point to
preparation for another war front
against the Soviet Union, a war to
destroy Soviet oil supplies, to ob-
tain oil for the Allies war of plun-
der, and to embroil other countries
as well as the Soviet Union in the
carnage. It is to this area that Aus-
tralians have been sent to “fight
Nazism,” “to defend democracy,”
“to aid Poland,” “to protect small
nations.”

Since the end of August the pro-
paganda against the Soviet Union
has been sharper, louder and more
sustained than against the “enemy,”
Nazi Germany. This propaganda
consists mainly of lies, slander and
distortion.

The British and French Govern-
ments will not reach an agreement
with the Soviet Union to prevent
war, they encourage Poland to re-
fuse Soviet aid. The Soviet Union
sees in this a determination to cre-
ate a dangerous situation between
that country and Germany and the
:esuIL‘ 1s the sBW-“"G"'ﬂ“ﬂm"mi
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called on by their exploiters and the
labor imperialists to fight commu-
nism, to endorse war on the Soviet
Union.

The war against Germany hangs
fire while all the “democracies” rush
aid to the anti-Soviet war.

Poland, whose rulers refused to
prepare modern defence, who were
promised aid bue not pressed to make
up-to-date military preparations, who
refused the only possible effective
aid and who got no aid from the
“guarantees” by the imperialist in-
stigators of war, soon collapsed. The
government and milirary command
fled the country. Faced with a situ-
ation which could become danger-
ous for her peace and security
and with the possibility to pro-
tect millions of national brothers
from the horrors of war and Nazi
domination, with the certainty that
there would follow liberation of
these millions from exploitation, the
Red Army marched. This is called
“stabbing Poland in the back.”

The Finn Whiteguards refuse to
face the realities, unlike the small
Baltic countries they will retain their
“independence,” they violate the
frontier of the Soviet Union, they
kill Red Army men, they threaten
Lerl.ingrad, they are carrying out their
obligations to foreign imperialist war
makers. The Finnish People’s Gov-
ernment comes into being the Red
Army acts to safeguard the Soviet
Union and to free Finland from the
menace by the Whiteguard tools of
imperialism. This is characterised as

- aggression bV those who stood by
- while Abyssinia was subjected by
"EIEIB ~armies, while Spain  was
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butchered by MNazi and Ttalian
armies, while China was ravaged by
Japanese imperialism, by‘those who
did nothing to save Austria and who
gave Czechoslovakia to Gcr‘man_y.

Soviet ~ democracy, infinicely
superior to the capitalist variety, 1135
always been denied by the imperial-
ists and their reformist friends. Now
it may have had some virtues but
these cease to exist, we are told, be-
cause Soviet-German relations are
imptoved, because the Soviet Union
tefuses to “pull the chestnuts,” be-
cause the Soviet Union secures it-
self, limits the sphere of war and is
neutral toward the war between the
imperialist powers.

Soviet economy may have been
advancing and to the benefit of the
people; it was not socialism but may-
be it was socialism—so the argu-
ment goes. Nothing is changed in
Soviet economy, in the relations be-
tween Soviet citizens by the pact,
but socialism is said to be aban-
doned because the Soviet Union
avoided the war so long prepared
by the men of Munich.

The Soviet revolution was part of
the socialist world revolution but
while still enjoying the hatred of the
imperialist packs, we are told that
internationalism, the working class,
the Communists in other lands have
been abandoned.

All this and much more, such as
depicting Stalin as a  Hitler, is re-
peated every day in the press, by
the warmakers of the Allied gov-
ernments and their loyal opposition,
by t he reformise “labor” press, by
clerical reaction, by trotskyites and
by weaklings and traitors, exposed

by the crisis and cast out of the
Communist Parties.

Capitalists, industrial and finan.
cial, large and not so large, and their
Paid servants, politicians, writers,
|abor renegades, etc., cannot but
hate and oppose the working class
and their new state which demon-
strates the superiority of socialism
over capitalism.

“The October Socialist Revolu-
tion smashed capitaiism, deprived
the capitalists of the means of pro-
duction and converted the mills,
factories, land, railways and banks
into the property of the whole
people, into public property.

“It established the dictatorship of
the proletariat and turned over the
government of the vast country to
the working class, thus making it
the ruling class.

“The October Soicalist Revolu-
tion thereby ushered in a new era
in the history of mankind—the era
of proletarian revolution.” (History,
Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, page 224.)

The “socialists” of the Labot
Party type, the Langs and Fallons,
the Attlees and Citrines, the Blums
and Tanners hate the Soviet Union
no less than their imperial masters
whose empires they help to preserve.
Such as they were exposed and de-
feated in the Soviet Union by the
Party of Lenin and Stalin and so-
cialism is the result.

The “socialism” of the reformists
in no way changes capitalism, not
even where they occupy the govern-
ment benches. They aid capital by
tesisting, betraying, even by force
attacking the real movement of the
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workers to socialism. The way of
Marx-Engels-Lenin and Stalin, the
way of the C.P.S.U., the way being .
trodden by the Communists in all
lands brings socialism and exposes
them, turns them into open agents
of the system they have pretended
to oppose, into open enemies of the
society they have pretended to work
for. They attack, not capitalism,
but socialism; they attack, not the
exploiters, but the exploited ar
home and the emancipated in the
Soviet Union; they attack, not the
representatives of the capitalist sys-
tem, but the representatives of so-
cialism, Stalin and Molotov, Dimi-
trov and the Communists every-
where. They convey all the venom,
lies and slander of capital against
socialism and the Communists into
the working class and other sections
of exploited people. They want war
for their empires and above all war
to destroy socialism, to restore capi-
talism, to crush the real movement
to socialism, the organised wotking
class and its Communist vanguard.
The capitalists, labor imperialists
and trotskyites will not succeed but
they can cause damage, cause much
bloodshed and hinder the march to
peace and socialism unless they are
completely and quickly exposed be-
fore the working class and driven
out of the Labor movement. i
will not be done by mere argument,
it will be done in struggle against
the offensive of the ;mPlf’Ye“s ‘f‘d
their vernments, for wage 1R
creases,gofor work, for liberty and
against the exploiters’ bl ]
The anti-Soviet, anti-Communist
“labor” leaders who want war




t Union and war on the

nists at home do not repre-
the working class. Blum had
o instigate Daladier to suppress the
‘Communist Party and split the trade
unions because he does nat have the
support of the workers and does not
have the support of all the non-
Communist labor leaders in France.
Attlee, Greenwood, Citrine and
others do not represent the working
class, they have not the support of
large numbers of non-Communist
labor leaders. The London and the
Glasgow Trades Union Councils re-
ject the anti-Soviet warmongers and
Glasgow calls on the workers to rally
behind the Soviet Union.

Mr. Grenfel, British Labor M.P.,
who came out recently to Australia
and New Zealand to whip up the
anti-Soviet incitement, lied when he
said British labor leaders all want
war for “Finland.” Anurin Bevan,
MP., says the British workers, in-
cluding a majority of the Labor
Party, do not want to fight the So-
viet Union.

In Australia the Labor Councils
of Sydney, Newcastle, Brisbane,
many unions, A.L.P. branches and
N.S.W. Easter Conference demand
no war on the Soviet Union, no
Australian troops overseas, no con-
scription.

The Corio by-election is a blow
against the Menzies policy of troops
for war in the Black Sea area and
against Mr. Curtin’s pledge to con-
tinue to send reinforcements.
fﬁ?ae.war makers are mad enough
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to try anything to save their dying
system; knowing they are doomed,
they are prepared to revenge them-
selves at all costs against the new
social system and those who, in all
countries, point the way to the new.

They will not succeed to destroy
socialism or to hold on many more

years but they could do much dam- "

age.

The Red Army will do its job, backed
by a united people. The working class
must do its job in all countries, strug-
gling for their own needs, in their own
interests, against the war makers and
under the slogans: “No War on the So-
viet Union,” “Hands Off the Land of
Socialism.”

The so-called experts and the support-
ers of the Finn Whiteguards try to be-
little the Red Army. In some cazes their
own armies were immobilised behind de-
fence lines and in aerodromes and har-
bours, while the Red Army was smashing
through the Whiteguards' most up-to-
date fortifications, built under British
and French supervision. This Red
Army and the country people behind it
is vastly different from the Red Army
which defeated all the imperialisi ban-
dits in the first vears of the revolution.

Among the several reasons given for
this success, in the “History” quoted
above, page 246, is the following:

“The Red Army was victorious because
the Soviet Republic was not alone in its
struggle against Whiteguard and counter-
revolution and foreign intervention, be-
cause the struggle of the Soviet Govern-
ment and its successes enlisted the sym-
pathy and support of the proletarians
of the whole world. (For the benefit of
smart people this does not mean sabo-
tage—JB.M.). The workers of Great
Britain, France and other intervening
powers called strikes, refused to load
munitions consigned to the invaders and
the Whiteguard generals, and set up
gg}lﬂ.inans bot t.?lctlol‘ll whose work was

ide e ot :
et slogan—"Hands Off

The “History” quotes Lenin, who said:
“‘Rle international bourgeoisie (capita-
b 1:;?5511)3) ul]'m}a‘ om;irt to raise its hand

v i

w{%e?y e selzed by its own
at hand must be seized is

the antl-Soviel warmongers why itk s
menace to the people of all nations in-
cluding Australia. Those who amm to
prevent such a war and to stop the war
in g]l;mpe are the real representatives
interests of the world’t toilers.
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STILL RISING

We have great pleasure in informing readers and

zellers that our ecirculation is still rising.

The 300 exXtra copies which were printed last month

were sold right out, and the indications are that more
will be needed this month.

Have you joined that circle of loyal supporters who
responsible for this fine result through their

iy s in getting new readers?
¢ not might we suggest that you do so straight
nd make a start by introducing the “Review™
of your friends THIS MONTH?
cription rates are 1/6 for three n-innths. 3/- for
sionths, and 6/- for 12 months, post free from
dern Publishers, 312 Rawson Chambers, Rawson

Sydney.

INDEX

There are still a number of copies of the Index
to Volume VI (Jan. to Dec., 1939) available, and Mod-
ern Publishers will be glad to post you one free on
application.

BOUND VOLUMES

r bound volumes of la_st
These are being met in

A number of requests fol
year's “Review” are to hand. €
the order in which they are received.
a limited number available
g a copy should apply with-
th order to Modern Pub-

Since there are GnlyA
those desirous of POssessiNg
out delay, enclosing 6/- Wi
lishers.




I PERIODICALS IN ENGLISH

w News :

Tllustrated weekly. Gives you a comprehensive, up-
to-date and authoritative picture of the Soviet Union-
News, features, interpretations of foreign events.

~ Twenty-four pages. :

One year, price 8/-. Six months 4/-. i'
Single copy 2d. =
Sovietland us
Tllustrated monthly. Keeps you in touch with Soviet L g
arts, letters and sciences. Feature articles on various LS
phases of Soviet life. One year 8/-, six months 4/-, L |
single copy 9d. s

~ US.S.R. In Construction
Richly illustrated monthly. The beautiful pictures
show in a striking manner the Sccialist industry, the
sovkhozes and kolkhozes, the general culture, the
people of the Soviet Union and their everyday lifc.
: One year 12/-, six months 6/6, single copy 1/3.
~ International Literature
S Tllustrated monthly. Devoted to Socialist culture in
- the USSR, to anti-fascist literature and are of all
intries. ¥
ar 8/-, six months 4/3, single copy 9d,
nual subscription rates:
- NI D SOVIETLAND 14/-
SRR INE
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