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REVIEWED

e AXIS FOR AXIS .

OUR dictionary gives wvarious
definitions of the word axis.
Among other things it is said to
mean, “a line connecting corre-
sponding parts,” and, “the second
vertebrae of the neck.

Hitherto we have always re-
garded its use in connection with
Rome-Berlin-Tokyo in the first
sense, but in light of President
Roosevelt’s recent speech the second
might be more applicable.

In addressing Congress, Roosevelt
foreshadowed certain  measures
which if enforced would surel
the dictators getting it ™
chicken got the axe.”

*Democracies,” be said
forewer ler pass withour
protest acts of aggression
sister nations.”

“There are many methods short
of war but stromger and more
:ﬂ("zve than mere words of bring-
tng bome to eggressor govermmenls
the aggregate sentiments of owr own
people”

"Our seotrabry bws may acm-
ally gve ad 10 aggromons and demy
& o the wictims. The mstinc of
self preservaniom shoold wars s
hu:r.;g:n:m':r'a: happen
amymore.”

This soriking spench. oreshadiow-
.gasnm;;um‘:.n from doe

tradimional policy of wulevon, i =

be greatly applauded by peace lov-
ers and democrats throughout the
world.

There can be no doubting that
if the full weight of America is
rhrm'u onto the scales on the side
of waorld peace and pf';,}l’"\'h n the
mannet indicated, i r

L 'ﬂldrl’) ’Z:

ward: turn

overs m:Irmr?, against the
3,5;_1«.’-,'577,.




agreed not only to respect each
other’s rights but also China’s sov-
ereignty, independence, and terri-
torial and administrative integrity.

Each new advance of Japanese
aggression in China has seen the
Washington Nine Power Treaty go
more and more the way of the Ver-
sailles Treaty under Hitler's offen-
sive in Europe.

British, French and American
mills have been seized without com-
pensation, their shipping lines have
been closed down or taken over,
whilst prohibitive customs duties
have been imposed against their
traders where the Japanese are in
control.

Protests have been made from
time to time by the powers con-
cerned, half hearted in the case of
Britain, vigorous on the part of
America.

On October 6, a very strongly
worded note was sent by the Ameri-
can to the Japanese government.
It expressly charged Japan with
contravention of the Nine Power
'I_':eaty and formally demanded the
discontinuance of discriminating ex-
change control, monopolies, and
other arrangements purporting to
establish a superiority of rights in
f::;nr of Japaﬁese interests, and in-

erence with Americ
and other rights, o wigid

:This note also foreshadowed the
points made in Roosevelt’s speech,
It reminded Japan that the U.S.A.
ind_ not sought in its own territory
ot in thc territory of third coun-
tries to impose prohibitions or re-
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strictions on Japanese trade and en-
terprise.

The Japanese reply of November

18 ignored both the demands and
the implied warning and intimated
that the U.S.A. and other powers
would only be allowed to partici-
pate in reconstruction of East Asia
if the main principles of the Nine
Power Treaty were waived.

America’s next move was to ad-
vance credits to the Chinese gov-
ernment, in this she was joined to
a limited extent by Great Britain.

This did not lead to any modifi-
cation of Japan’s attitude. Her aim,
the creation of an East Asia bloc,
linking Manchukue and China with
herself—was reaffirmed. It is clear
[hat b)" Such a blﬂc, Whic.['l Of course
can only become possible on the
basis of China’s subjugation, Japan
means to exclude all foreign capi-
tal, apart from that which directly
benﬁﬁts I‘lerself.

This, to a large extent, is at the
bottom of Roosevelt’s denunciatory
speech.

There can be no doubting that
Roosevelt is a thousand times cor-
rect in stating in effect that econo-
mic and financial sanctions would
quickly bring Japan to her knees
and cause her to draw back from
the present path of aggrcssion.

The war has placed an enormous
strain upon the economic and fin-
ancial stzucture of Japan. During
the last year an additional 291 mil-
lion sterling in war bonds was is-
sued and eleven million squeezed out
of the people in new taxaion.

The recent cabinet crisis is indi-
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cative of the unstable position within
the country.

Baron Hiranuma, the new Pre-
mier who replaced Konoye, is forced
to admit that Japan is facing “a
critical situation unprecedented in
her annals.”

New ‘‘national mobilisation” or-
dinances have been rushed through
prescribing longer working hours
and decreased wages.

These can only result in the long
run in still further worsening the
position. The increased pxploita-
tion of the masses is bound to lead
to increased discontent and greater
opposition to the war.

Roosevelt’s proposed measures, if
supported by the rest of the demo-
cratic world, will undoubtedly make
it impossible for Japan to continue,
and if extended to Germany and
Italy will also halt their mad race
towards world war.

So warm was the response among
democratic circles in Great Britain
to the words of the United States
President that even Chamberlain or:
the eve of his departure for Rome,
was forced to grant them grudging
recognition.

“The sentiments expressed by
President Roosevelt,” he said, ol
be welcomed as yet another indica-
tion of the vital role of American
democracy in world affairs.”

This is, of course, much better
than no comment at all, but it falls
far short of being satisfactory. It
gives no indication of a readiness on
the part of Britain to join with
America in prosecuting the only
channels likely to serve the cause of
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world peace in the present situation.

But what more could be expected
from Chamberlain and Co.?

It was only a short time ago that
the Prime Minister let the cat out
of the bag concerning the real atti-
tude taken by the most reactionary
sections of British imperialism to-
wards the Japanese war in China.

Why be perturbed, he said in
effect, let Japan conquer China,
don’t let us worry about a few losses
now, a few British ships sunk, a few
British mills seized, etc., we'll regain
all that and more if Japan is suc-
cessful, because she will not be able
to exploit China’s natural resources
without the aid of British capital.

Could anything be more coldly
cynical than this? Let the war go
on. Let millions of Chinese men,
women and children be slaughtered.
Let millions of pounds worth of pro-
perty be senselessly destroyed. It
matters not to the moneybags of
Great Britain who will dredge
“mountains of gold from this sea
of human blood.”

However, there’s many a slip
‘twixt the cup and the lip and the
vampires of finance may yet be
robbed of their gory feast.

Each day sees the movement in
opposition  to Chamberlain gain
strength in Britain and throughout
the Empire.

In this country we have cause to
be proud of the stand taken by the
Port Kembla waterside workers.

They have in deed applied those
methods, “short of war but stronger
and more effective than mere words,”

which are rated so highly by the
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President of the United States as
giving a check to fascist aggression.

The path of President Roosevelt,
the path of enlightened world demo-
cratic opinion, the path of the Port
Kembla whatf laborers, must become
the path followed by Australia as a
nation.

We have everything to gain and
nothing to lose from boycotting the
aggressor POWers.

Tf the govetnment of the day is
hesitant to tread this path it is only
because it serves, not the national
interests, but the interests of a sec-
tional minerity, a minority of profit
seeking vultures who would batten

on the flesh of China’s dead by con-

. SPEAKING

R. THORBY has shown him-

self to be verv touchy on mar
ters connected with his administra-
tion of aviation affairs.

Recollection of his vituperative at-
tack upon the leader of the Oppo-
sition for daring to criticise the pro-
posed Air Court of Inquiry is still
strong in our mind.

.If memory serves us correctly the
gist of his remarks on that occa-
sion was that he would not spit
upon Mr. Curtin and that, if he
had his way, the latter would be
placed up against a wall and shot.

If he will give us a similar assur-
ance that the first fate will not be
ours we will gladly face the perils
of the second in commenting upon
his Singapore rour.

We would much prefer sudden
merciful death from a bullet than
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tinuing to profit by supplying
Japan with war materials.

But let us be thankful that we
still retain the elements of demo-
cracy in this country. Our govern-
ment is not yet free to go its own
sweet way in opposition to the will
of the majority of the electors.

We still have the power to bring
about a change in the government’s
policy, or even a change in the gov-
ernment itself if it persists in travel-
ling atm in arm with the fascist dic-
tators along the road to war.

Why not let us unite all forces
for peace and progress in Australia
and commence to use that power?

"PLANELY" o

the more agonising end likely to re-
sult from coming into contact with
the venemous saliva of the Minister.

The avowed object of the trip was
twofold, according to Mr. Lyons.

“Mr. Thorby,” said the Prime
Minister, “has recently been under
a heavy strain” . . . “I therefore
suggested to him that he should
take the opportunity of having a
haliday this month, to safeguard his
health.”

.Mr: Thorby was accompanied by
hl.s wife and daughter. Taxpayers
:;Ii l;: glal.dlto know that theirs

the privilege of meeti
b Cotinlt nf:;, eting Mrs.
_ Combining business with pleasure
it was also Mr. Thorby’s tenibn
to look into certain matters con-
nected with the flying boat bases.

Of the 72 Empirc ﬂying—buat air
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mails which left England for Aus-
tralia between August and Decem-
ber last year only 34 arrived on
time.

This is explained away by re-
sponsible officials on the grounds
that the service is still in the experi-
mental stages and there is difficulty
in obtaining suitable machines.

From information at our disposal
it would appear that one of the
reasons for the service lingering so
long in the experimental stages is
the tardiness with which the experi-
ences of other lines are utilised. And
as for the shortage of suitable
machines, insufficient care is taken
of those already in service.

For a long while the only equip-
ment of the British line at Singa-
pore was a couple of tin sheds at
the jetty. On the other hand Pan
American Airlines laid out concrete
slips art their jetty with a cradle on
rails for hauling the boats out of
the water and into the hangar when
heavy weather was expected. Their
airpore also had a control tower, de-
parture signals and 2 first-class
weather bureau.

The British have since followed
suit, but at Darwin the old tin shed
system still prevails.

This has already led to the loss
of one expensive flying boat.

On December 12, the “Coorong”
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was blown onto the rocks in a squall.

We don’t presume to know very
much about running an air mail ser-
vice but it does seem to us that these
gigantic flying boats are not meant
to ride out a gale at moorings.

The combined attack of the wind
on the wings and the waves on the
hull must impose an enormous strain
upon the moorings.

Pan American Airways must have
realised this, judging from their
elaborate precautions at Singapore.

There seems to be no excuse for
the absence of like facilities at Dat-
win.

Had they existed the “Coorong”
would still be in service and who
knows but what now and again we
might get an air mail letter on time.

There is just one ather little mat-
ter we would like cleared up in con-
nection with the “Coorong” wreck.

We know that the official expla-
nation of the cause maintains that
the pin came out of the Imperial
Airways shackle, but we have it on
reasonably good authority that this
is not the case, and that it was, in
fact, the Commonwealth moorings
which gave way.

We do hope that in the interests
of all concerned, as well as in the
interests of a better air mail service
and more efficient administration of
aviation generally that this matrer
is satisfactorily cleared up.
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e A MEDITERRANEAN MUNICH

HAT will be the fate of none the less had significence al-

Spain is the question which

dominates international politics at

the moment.

Mussolini’s Blackshirts, reinforced
since the signing of the Anglo-Italian
Agreement, are driving towards
Barcelona, the heart of the Catalan
Republic.

Spanish  government  forces,
severely handicapped by lack of
arms and equipment—one of the
evil effects of “non-intervention”—
are resisting to the death the fascist
advance.

In the South, on the Estrenadura
front, the diversionist counter-
offensive of the government is meet-
ing with successes.

There is no disguising the criti-
cal nature of the situation.

It is not only the fate of Spain

which is in the balance, but the
whole immediate future of man-
kind.
. If Franco is victorious the second
1t.nperiali.sc world war will be car-
ried a great step forward in its de-
velopment.

And the man who we can blame
above all others for this terrible
prospef:: is Chamberlain the “Peace-

er. :

The capitalist papers would have
us believe that Chambetlain returned
from Rome bearing nothing more
dangerous than his celebrated .
brella.

Nothin, 1d
tbe;mrh.g could be further frqm.

most as far reaching,

Munich saw Czechoslovakia sac-
rificed to the fascist wolves.

Rome was to have the same results
for Spain.

But will it. Much depends upon
the activities of the masses in the
democratic countries, paticularly
France and Britain.

In France a widespread movement
demanding the re-opening of the
Spanish frontiers is sweeping the
country. In Britain crowds are
storming Downing Street to de-
mand an end to “Non-Intervention.”

If these demands are realised
Spain can be saved.

But they will only be realised
against the will of, and in face of
the determined opposition of Dala-
dier and Chamberlain,

In place of the majority elected
by the people, Daladier governs
more and more on the basis of the
support of the Right, the enemies
of France, Doriot, La Rocque and
the fascists,

The Pyrenees Frontier will not
be opened, he proclaims, France will
ot permit the passage of arms to
Spain.

C_fhamberlain adopts a similar re-
actionary stand in Great Britajn.

The government is not prepared
to ::onmder a reversal of its policy
Bfl Non-Interventinn” in Spain, he
said in reply 1o representations by

_Mr. .Attlee, the leader of the Op-

ﬁ\dlt Rome visit lacked iha &:;_ m)ﬂﬂnq

m‘ﬂd‘gmund of Munich, it

et

JIEIl'i d:lhe opinion of the government,
added, such a courge would inevi-
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tably lead to an extension of the
conflict.

This does not square with a pre-
vious statement of Chamberlain’s
uttered on November 2.

On that date he told the House
of Commons that Spain no longer
represented a menace to the peace
of Europe.

This is not the only exposure of
Chambetlain’s light regard for the
truth contained in his reply to
Attlee.

When Eden was sacked Chamber-
lain assured the House that if the
Anglo-Iralian Agreement was signed
Italy would withdraw her troops
from Spain.

It was signed, sealed and duly
ratified, but Chamberlain now states
that there is no possibility of Italy
withdrawing her troops before the
end of the war.

But there can be no end to the
war in Spain whilsc French and
British policy remains as it is.

It is clear that the “end” which
Chamberlain has in mind is a Franco
victory.

But would such a victory lead to
the termination of hostilities, would
it result, as Chamberlain claims,
in the withdrawal of Italian and
German forces from Spanish terri-
tory, and the ushering in of an era
of peace?

To think that it would is to mis-
understand the whole nature of the
present struggle in Spain.

The war in Spain is not the iso-
lated event which Chamberlain and
Co. would have us believe. It is
an integral part of the second im-
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perialist war which has been started
by the fascist powers to redivide the
wotld.

Thete is no secret about the aims
pursued by Germany, Italy and
Japan.

These have been stated over and
over again by fascist spokesmen and
widely publicised through the fas-
cist press.

Anybody who thinks that Ger-
many has been “appeased” by swal-
lowing Austria and Czechoslovakia
or that Italy will rest contented with
a Franco victory in Spain, is labor-
ing under a childish delusion.

Austria and Czechoslovakia, for
Nazi Germany, are but stepping
stones to greater conquests in the
future.

A Franco victory in Spain would
similarly create for Italy a solid
base from which to launch new ag-
gressive maves.

Already the cry has gone up that
Ttaly must soon possess herself of the
French colonies, Tunis, Corsica and
Nice.

What then becomes of Chamber-
lain’s protestations that Italy will
withdraw her troops from Spain
with the ending of the war (in
Franco's favor) ?

It is not quite clear that it is the
policy of “Non-Intervention” that
is leading inevitably to an extension
of the Spanish conflict?

Is it not equally clear that a re-
versal of that policy and the lifting
of the embargo on the supply of
arms 'to the Spanish government
offers to bring the war to a speedy
conclusion?
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VICTORIAN COUNTRY PARTY
AND PEOPLE'S FRONT

J. D. Blake

T is already well-known that in ing and food industries holding the
ItheSmt:r{f Victoria the Coun- largest place; the value :f:hi:m
try Party, which now controls the nual production of manufacturin
State Government, is of a different industryondnnnehandandthi
nature and pursues a different pol-  agricultural, pastoral and dairy
;c:;th:cou&:P?ﬂlmothft production on the other are almost
oronma monwealth basis. equal with a slight balance in favor
To understand the special posi- i
s g JHimtithe S5l N
Country Party some arention has m::;mm ﬁ::pg‘xbiemme -
mbeglvilt;ﬂieo::m\irsofliu ﬁi‘auﬁhmﬁmg{n}:r:z'
State, as as to social condi- wj follow ]
ok grapieioy o gy ‘“ml‘d'lﬂ rural and fac-

south of the Murray River. M S .
?h_gm‘tpmpmdmmef ‘gi:mm“mm:&mn—

torian industry is of the light i e

try variety, with the textile, cloth

3
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mately the same, with a large city
middle class making up the remain-
der of the population.

Withour proceeding further than
these elementary facts, it becomes
clear that the policy of the People’s
Front is of decisive importance in
the State of Victoria; further ex-
amination not only confirms this es-
timate but unfolds great prospects
for the People’s Front which will
find a ready response from large
masses of the farrrer in the south-
ern State.

The number of small farmers in
Victoria is greater than any other
State in the Commonwealth; the
total number of privately owned
farms in Victoria is 74,500, and of
this number no less than 54,000 are
farms of less than 500 acres; cer-
tainly there are parts of Victoria
where soil fertility and high annual
rainfall take a 500-acre farm out
of the category of a small farm,
but the percentage of the total area
of the State where this applies is
much smaller than many people
imagine. The extent to which this
aspect of Victorian rural economy
has been exaggerated is also exposed
by the fact that vast areas in the
most fertile regions of the State are
controlled by large holders, and by
the banks and big mercantile com-
panies. Seventy-three per cent. of
the Victorian farmers own only
23 per cent. of the total privately
owned land, while more than three-

quarters of the farm lands of Vie- _

toria are owned by a small group
of big landowners.

In the State of Queensland there
is also a considerable proportion of
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small farms, but the Queensland
statistics on land tenure are more
vague than other States and do not
include, for example, well over
200,000,000 acres of pastoral leases.
But one important difference about
Queensland lies in the fact that the
small farm holdings are far more
scattered and widely dispersed than
in the case of Victoria.

The Srate of Victoria is a com-
pact economic entity of about
88,000 square miles with well de-
fined and compact rural districts.
This means that we have not only
a larger mass of small farmers than
in any other Australian State, but
in addition this mass of small farm-
ers is gathered together in a com-
paratively small and accessible re-
gion giving a far greater density
of farming population than in any
other State.  This peculiarity of
Victoria has an important bearing
upon the political activity and the
general level of organisation which
prevails among the Victorian farm-
ers.
The clearly defined agrarian re-
gions of Victoria are also more ot
less clearly divided in their produc-
tion; for example, the bulk of Vie-
torian wheat comes from the Mal-
lee, the Wimmera and the northern
district.

The northern and central dis-
tricts and the northern part of the
Mallee are the main fruit-growing
areas of the State, and the westers,
Gipp;land, central and northern dis-
tricts are the main dairy and pas
toral regions of Victoria.

This fairly clear division of the
agrarian production between  the
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various regions and districts of the
State also contributes to the de-
velopment of closer and more firmly
knit farmers’ organisation than pre-
vails elsewhere. All these charac-
teristics taken together certainly
have a big bearing on the special
way in which the Victorian Coun-
try Party has developed as com-
pared to other parts of Australia.

The Victorian Country Party is
much more closely connected with
the mass organisations of the farm-
ers, than is the case, for example,
in New South Wales; the Wheat
Growers Association especially has
a big influence in the ranks of the
Victorian Country Party.

For a long period back in the
history of this party there are abun-
dant examples of sharp struggle
against reactionary influences with-
in the party, and ar all the confer-
ences the weight of opinion of the
mass of small farmers is very much
in evidence.

The very first conflice within the
party arose shortly after its forma-
tion when it succeeded in electing
its first four members of the State
Parliament and the question of con-
nection with the reactionary Nat-
ionalist Party immediately came ro
the forefront.  Three out of the
four new members began to attend
the caucus meetings of the Nationa-
list Party, only P. G. Stewart re-
mained aloof and stood for the in-
dependent principles on which the
Country Party had been founded.
At the conference which followed
these experiences the farmers' dele-
gates unanimously administered a
severe reprimand to these three
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members of Parliament who had
taken the first step towards the
hated composite ministry which is
really a coalition with reaction.

In 1924 the Lawson-Allan coali-
tion governm'em led to new conflict
in the Country Party which culmin-
ated in a crisis at the Bendigo con-
ference of the party that year.
Once again the mass of small farm-
ers overruled the reactionary section
who wanted to submerge the in-
terests of the farmers in the inter-
ests of the reactionary coalition; as
2 result of this Lawson handed in
the resignation of the government
and formed a ministry consisting en-
tirely of Nationalists and excluding
all Country Party membets.

In 1925 the well-known Bruce-
Page election pact led to a new
crisis in the Country Party. On
this occasion also it was the Vic-
torian Country Party which came to
the forefront in the fight against
alliance with the reactionaries and
showed violent opposition to  the
submergence of the independent
role of the Country Party and the
thrusting of farmers' interests into
the background. On this basis the
conference of the Victorian Party
that year adopted decisions strongly
condemning the Bruce-Page election
pact.

The Argyle-Allan coalition gov-
ernment of 1932-34 brought about
a mew crisis in the Country Party.
On this occasion the struggle over
fundamental issues became very
sharp, and at the 1933 St. Arnaud
conference of the party the progres-
e section; won the main control-
ling positions and ousted the reac-
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tionary section of the leadership.
The progressives found the party
at a low ebb with a dwindled mem-
bership and a chronic bank over-
draft.

The progressives in the leader-
ship refused to connect the Victor-
ian party with the A.C.P.A. headed
by Page; they stated that the
A.CP.A. had only one affiliated
body, that of New South Wales,
and policy was not determined by
the Country Party as such but was
dictated by the Nationalists or, as
they are called roday, the ULAP.
The sham character of the
A.C.P.A. was exposed at the con-
ference attended by Victorian dele-
gates who revealed that the confer-
ence was comprised of three rank
and file delegates and 20 parliamen-
tarians.

It was following the victory of
the progressive forces that the Vic-
torian Country Party began to
make real progress, culminating in
parliamentary gains and the estab-
lishment of the first independent
Country Party government in Aus-
tralia, basing itself on the support
of the Labor Party and completely
breaking the traditional alliance
with reaction.

Several attempts have since been
made to break the unity of the Vic-
torian Country Party and to defeat
the State government headed by
Dunstan; all these atcempts have
been repulsed by the organised ac-
tivity of the small farmers who
form the bulk of the Country
Party membership.

These trends were revealed at the
Daylesford conference in 1936 in
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the struggle against Paterson wha
led the reactionary movement which
attempted to take control of the
party out of the hands of the rank
and file.

Ironically enough it was McEwen
who made one of the strongest at-
tacks on Paterson when he said:

“The more I consider our
achievements in tightening up the
rules to discipline our parliamen-
tarians—which of course was always
the main issue at this conference—
the better I am pleased.

“Firstly the reformers are estab-
lished in the saddle more securely
than ever; secondly C.C. definitely
established as the authority to in-
terpret rules and policy. Thirdly a
watertight nomination form; fourth-
ly a proposal to allow the parlia-
mentary party to decide upon going
into a composite ministry Wwas
unanimously rejected and the C.C.
was again confirmed as the sole
authority on the subject. Fifthly
nothing doing with respect to put-
ting parliamentarians on the ({3
and sixthly the C.C. is given an
equal say on the issue of with-
drawal.”

Last vear McEwen himself was
removed from the party on much
the same grounds as those applying
to Paterson, which once again shows
the virility of the mass of small
farmer membership of the Victor-
jan Country Party in determining
policy and removing reactionary
leaders from the party.

During its period in office the
Dunstan government has enacted a
great deal of progressive legislation
affecting all sections of the farm-
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in many very different parts of the
Soviet Union, the writer records a
thousands good stories in a simple
yet absorbing style. One feels
ﬁcmptedtﬁrct:umauyufr_hgm
mdfﬂPﬂ'manyaghstmmghneof
wisdom, wit or description of some
particular scene, but, for the pur-
pose of this review it must be suffi-
cient to say that appetites of many
kinds will be well satisfied by this
writer’s work, whether they desire
information, literary entertainment,
or absorbing travel or adventure
stories.

Many a question which is fre-
quently asked about the Soviet
Union is answered here in a
straightforward way with the con-
vincing evidence of palpable truth.

How do the Jews fare in Russia?

They work side by side with and
give mutual aid to Germans.

But Jews never do manual work.
They would be failures on the land.

Would they?  Well, take the
model collectives, hospitals, towns
where there were no towns before
they came, established on the steppe
in the Crimea.

and this was in April, 1934

No pogroms there. It was a land
where the Jews or anybody else
could look with pride on his work
and if he was an idealist could
“make his dreams come true.”

Scema Allan shows why collec-
tive farmers became collectivised.

Were not the individual farmers
driven into the collective?

Yes, successful results of collec-
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tivisation “drove” them to join the
collective. When the collective had
succeeded so greatly, as it had even
in those hard years, it took the sup-
port of political leaders with their
best argument to persuade the far.
mers—men and women—to admit
individual farmers who had been
Wdy’lndti.[dm‘. tojumup,

A closer view of the problems
and peoples of the national minori-
ties, many with age-old Eastern
customs—the most backward of the
world’s peoples in many ways—is
given in this book.

Mark Twain wrote a fantastic
story of great interest in “A Con-
necticut Yankee at the Court of
King Arthur.” He played with the
idea of the introduction of modem
invention and modern people to the
ancent tme of King Arthur’s
Court.

A fascinating figure in the setting
of Mark Twain’s story was the tele-
graph mechanic—a local lad trained
by the Yankee.

Mark Twain, had he lived a few
more vears, would have seen many
thousands of examples of his dream
in a trip through the Caucasus and
other formerly backward parts of
Russia.

People who had had no apparent
future for themselves and their sons
and their sons’ sons perhaps for
generations are being trained in uni-
versities and technical schools to be-
come teachers, doctors, engineers, as
well as relephone operators and tele-
graphists, journalists and agrono-

mists.
Not raly the men, but women a

i

y
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that were previously inexplicable.
Francis Bartlett gives a useful and
lucid outline of his theories and his
book could serve as a handbook to
Freud. The value of the book is
much greater than this, however, as
it points out the fallacies of the
Freudian theories and prevents the
inexperienced reader from accepting
ideas that are reactionary and based
on false concepts.
—B.R.
@

“While Freedom Lives)” by
Frank Dalby Davidson, M.B.E.
(Distributors Gordon and Gotch).

Price one shilling.

HILE not forgetting that

“the emancipation of rthe
working class is the work of the
workers alone,” it is nevertheless
important when members of the
middle-class intelligentsia like Mr.
Davidson become sufficiently aware
of social developments to write and
publish (at his own expense) a
bookler like “While Freedom
Lives,” which is a direct attack on
all attempts to bolster up the tot-
tering capitalist system and an ex-
posure of the already considerable
developments along fascist lines
that have taken place in Australia.
The pamphler has particulac
value in that it deals with interna-
tional situations, and endeavors to
relate them directly to the situation
in this country. He has gone so
far along the road of political real-
ism as to have come to the conclu-
sion that the only alternative to
universal fascism is social revolu-
tion. Having gone so far, it seems
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only natural to assume that M.
Davidson will complete his journey
and absorb the theory of Marxism-
Leninism.

That he has not already done so
is revealed by the fact that his
analyses of the root causes of the
breakdown of capitalist economy
are often vague and confused. One
senses that his enlightenment has
come through the source of Major
Douglas, but he now repudiates the
originator of this comfortable
theory and clearly states his convic-
tion that only what he terms “revo-
lutionary Communism” will prevent
the outbreak of fresh imperialist
war and the spread of world-wide
fascism. t

Lenin himself would not quarrel
with the author on that score, but
there are other statements which
would surely win his disapproval.

For example, in the opening para-
graphs of his brochure, Mr. David-
son appears to be advancing, in a
somewhat altered form and no
doubt unconsciously, the theory ol
“ultra-imperialism” as expounded
by Karl Kautsky a couple of
decades ago.

Kautsky considered that it was
not impossible that capitalism
would enter a phase where the pol-
icy of the cartels would be extended
to foreign policy, thus introducing
a “phase of ultra-imperialism,”
where wars would cease and the
anarchy of capitalism give way to
an international system of enor-
mous monopolies.

Mr. Davidson states that there is
“an increasing mass of W .k
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PAGES FROM THE PAST

A series of documents illustratin

4 1 g Austra-
lia’s Social and Economie History, with special
reference to the working-class movement and
the struggle for democracy.

Edited with introductions by J. N. Rawling.

Period Il. — Free Colony and Self-
Government, 1823-1856 (Continued)

3—POLITICAL FERMENT (Continued)
ABOLISH TRANSPORTATION

[“The Launceston Asscciation” was formed in 1847 “to promote the cause of
abolition.” In a “Memoir of Proceedings, Taken by Colonists in Connexion
with the Proposed Cessation of Tranmsportation to Van Diemen’s Land” (which
was published as a supplement to the “Launceston Examiner,” 26/6/47), it was

stated that the Association was —]

. . . Anxious to furnish full proof
to their distant friends, that a ques-
tion of such moment has not been
carelessly examined, or hastily de-
cided; that the movement in favour
of cessation has been general; that
meetings, pampbhlets, and papers of
yarious kinds and tendencies, have

exerted their independent influence.
The Association are convinced that

no improper means have been em-
ployed, and that the reasons which
have prevailed are such, as in the
judgment of all men, will intitle the
colony to the highest praise.

LAUNCESTON'S CIRCULAR LETTER

Cessation of Tramsportation to

A iati

[The La:

for Pr

Van Diemen’s Land issued a Circular Letter on August 26, 1850.]

Sir—At a Public Meeting of the
Colonists of Van Diemen’t Land,
held in the town of Launceston, on
the 9th day of August instant, the
following resolution was unani-
mously adopted:

“That the whole of the Austra-
lasian Colonies are deeply interested
in preventing the continuance of
Transportation to this Island. That
the Launceston Association for

Promoting Cessaiton of Transpor-
tation to Van Diemen’s Land be
hereby requested to address a letter
to the respective Colonial Secre-
tarvies, Speakers of Legislative
bodies, Municipal authorities, and
other influential parties in these
Colonies earnestly requesting their
co-operation to ensure the attairi-
ment of the great object we have

in view.”
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thither suddenly ceased, and Her
Majesty's Ministers determined that
canvicts should be sent no longer to
any settled country; and particus
Jarly that from 2000 to 4000 be lo:
cated in Norfolk Island—there to
remain  till eligible for dispersion
over the Australian Colonies, in
the enjoyment of comparative free-
dom. Against this last part of the
plan, the Legislative Council of
New South Wales protested in
1840; and it became necessary to de-
yise another exclusive of New South
Wales,  Thus, when political
changes at home transferred power
to the hands of Lord Stanley, this
Colony was devoted to the fatal
experiment of Probationism. Dur-
ing seven years, ending 1847, 23,000
prisoners of the crown were trans
ported to this Island; for the most
part distributed in gangs, within
reach of the settled districts; and
subject to discipline described by
Acting  Lieutenant-Governor La-
trobe, as an extraordinary example
of laxity, indolence, and vice—ex-
bibited “not as an isolated spot, but
as a pervading stain”*

The effects of this scheme may
be inferred from its elements. The
men were discharged from the Sta-
tions, commonly useless for every
purpose of society, and morally de-
teriorated.  The pressure of their
numbers expelled all those classes of
freemen who depend upon their
own labour. This Colony, once
rapidly advancing, was stopped in
jts career of prosperity. These are,
however, considerations of minor
moment, We are accustomed to re-

gard the depression of prosperity—
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the increase of taxation—the decline
of trade—and all the consequences
of ordinary misgovernment which
are grievances elsewhere, as here of
little importance.  The peril to
higher intevests, and the experience
of effects of mare serious concern,
will permit us no leisure to lament
material losses and financial exac-
tions.

We remind you that in these
great changes, the people of this
colony have never been consulted.
That the local legislature has not
even pretended to listen to their
voice.  That they have no power
1o resist whatever the Ministers pro-
pose; no resource but supplication;
no refuge but in the justice of the
Sovereign, and the indignant pro-
test of mankind.

The opinions expressed by Her
Majesty's Ministers, and the prac-
tice they have pursued, are in utter
contradiction. They have employed
the strongest terms to depict the in-
justice of their predecessors, and to
deprecate the creation of a penal
community. “To insist upon main-
taining transportation to Van Die-
men’s Land, would be to drive away
the free colonists, al whatever pe-
cuniary sacrifice to themselves. . . -
Van Diemen’s Land will become,
what Norfolk Island was, a vast
horde of criminals, with nothing but
their keepers!”t

“It has been too much the cus
tom to consult the convenience of
Great Britain by getting rid of per
sons of evil habits, and to take that
yiew of the question alone.  In

planting provinces which might be-

-
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Diemen’s Land, you will perceive
her geographical position establishes
a relation to the adjacent Colonies,
which no laws can disown and no
time dissolve, A few hours convey
vessels from our shores to the ports
of Victoria, New South Wales and
South Australia; and a few days
sail to New Zealand, and thence to
the islands that crowd the Pacific

Ocean.

The Constitution lately proposed
to the Parliament of Great Britain
will tend to consolidate the Austra-
lasian Colonies.  Her Majesty's
Ministers have taught the communi-
ties established in this portion of the
Empire, that their ultimate interests
are one; that upon the public spirit,
intelligence, and virtue of each, in
no small measure depend the hap-
piness and prosperity of all.

We remind you that in twenty
years from the present moment,

7 continue,

bouring colonies. They will consist
of men mot only originaly depraved
—dll will have gome through the
demordising  grobation of public
gangs: they will dl have dwelt for
several m adunvdy comvict
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The sacrifice of thie colony will

‘not, therefore, exempt the neigh-

bouring settlements from any por-
tion of the mischief incident ta
direct Transportation.  They will
receive the prisoners later in life,
but deteriorated in character. Evil
dssociations and evil men  become
worse and worse; such s the dictates
of reasem ; and such is the solemn
warning written in the oracles of
God,

If, then, your colony had cause
to protest against the infliction of
this vl in a limited degree, how
much stromger musi be your oppo-
sition 1o a system which will bring
into your streets, your houses, your
bospitals and prisons, the crime, in-
sanity, decrepitude and papperiom,
ever comsequent on Transportation,
aggravated by transmission through
a country in moral ruin!

W ere we fo appedl 19 a principle
of selfishness in  addressing  ow
countrymen, we might remind you
that the reputation of this entire
bemisphere is compromised by the
condition of Van Diemen's Land.
The nice geographical distinetions
which colonists may make are lost
in the distance. As your vessels entér
feorergn povis, the line rh(h;::-;idn

vur population from ows [#s 1o
lf‘m@ﬁda them. We have heard
Witk flgf!‘; M ot ##‘M }‘m‘h—
atiom, that the Biitish nawe, every
wheve respecsdle wntil now, has
ceased lo wmsure 1o mawy whe bave
Y fwa ils sanctions the
of forcign ne

bt of
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Mikhail Koltzov

Below, the Soviet author coneludes bis story of the P.O.UM, Trial

in Barcelona last year,

HE chief leader of the P.O.U.M

Nin, is not at the trial.
With the aid of Gestapo agents he
was able to escape from prison in
Alcala de Nenares. The behavior
of his substitute, Tulian Gorkin, is
semi-cynical, semi-panicky. At first
he tried to play the part of a poli-
tical fanatic, a person who is not
understood, but he cannot keep up
this part and begins to burst into
pure fascist remarks. The corre-
spondent of “L'Humanite” at the
trial reports that the entire court

is in frenzy when Gorkin suddenly
declares that there is absolutely no
foreign intervention in Spain:

“It is simply a civil war, and rhe
Germans and Iralians are assisting

With a membership of no more
than 3000, even in its best times, the
P.O.UM. published 26 newspapers
in the Spanish and Catalonian lan-
guages alone! In addition i alse
published papers in Dutch, Italian,
English, German and French lan-
languages, and a large amount of
leaflers, posters, press bulletins and
other literature. The P,O.U.M. had
its radio stations, propaganda
groups, field and printing plants,
The P.OUM. leadership received
the colossal sums necessary for
financing this widespread defeatist
propaganda from abroad, from the
German and Ttalian secret services,

The time had come when the
counter-revolutionary defeatist agi-
tation of the P.O.UM. was partly
stopped by administrative: measures,
and parely it simply stopped having
any influence and, on the contrary,
began to evoke indignation and an-
ger in the rear and at the front.
Then the Trotskyists gave up agi
tarion and went over to direct ac
gon. The court analysed in detail
all the conditions of the May
putsch, when the Trotskyists en-
deavored to capture Barcelona ﬂd
occupied the Telegraph Station
Barcelona; fired at the poli

i killed
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bandits, these worthy disciples of
Trotsky, showed their skill also in
currency speculations, robbery and
in plundering State and private pro-
perty.

It is a familiar picture! We recog-
nise the gang and its ring leader.
But there is, however, a great dif-
ference in the conditions under
which the blood-thirsty bandits
acted here and in Spain, and in
their fates as well.

In Spain the Trotskyists were
successful in carrying out most of
the crimes planned by them. This
was made possible by the disorga-
nisation at the Republic’s battle-
fronts and in the rear in 1936-1937,
the weakness of the public security
organs, the complacency and libera-
lism of the political circles who for
a long time did not junderstand
that the Trotskyists were not a
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The trial of the Trotskyist spies
in Spain is taking place in a situa-
tion of fierce struggle of the Spanish
Democratic  Republic against the
enemies encircling it. The Spanish
people feel themselves alone in this
struggle. Besides the Soviet Union
not one government has either
helped the lawful government of
Spain, or even fulfilled the ele-
mentary principles of loyalty and
neutrality, The so-called “Socialist
leaders”—the leaders of the Second
International — unscrupulously be-
trayed democratic anti-fascist Spain.
They declared themselves powerless
to prevent the intervention and
blockade. PBut at the same time
they are now showing a sudden and
unusual  activity ~when  seven
Trotskyist bandits have been placed
in the dock in Barcelona. They are
inundating the Spanish government
with threatening telegrams demand-
ing every kind of leniency for the
accused, special privileges in court,
and practically complete acquittal.
They are bringing great pressure 0
bear on the Republican government,
attempting to influence the. course
and outcome of the trial, and by
blackmail are utilising the most bur
densome situation of besieged Spain.
If only these gentlemen would ex-
pend a hundredth part of their ea-
on peaceful cities and villages, on
the salvation of thousands and
thousands of human lives which are
being destroyed with impunity by
Germano-Ttalian  fascism and its
Franco- Trowskyist bloodthirsty
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“Fhis canvass with a very real feel-
“ing of gratitude to Ephraim Booth.
“He has placed on record for all
“time the free, independent, hope-
“ful spirit of our country.”

Yes, a great picture. $
The light being still not quite to
my liking, I stepped backwards,
bumped into  someone, and stag-
gered sideways. Our apologies came
simultaneously. : e
“A real bush-head,” I reflected.

Cheap serge suit, black boots,
black felt hat, white sports shirt
with the collar turned out over his
jacket. It was easy to place him.
God knows how many years ago he
had bought those clothes, but they
were still new. Creased in the
wrong places. He looked thoroughly
uncomfortable in them. One didn’t
often come across his type in an art
gallery.

“A very fine picture, that,” T re-
marked, chiefly by way of covering
my confusion.

He nodded. He was looking at
it in a way that interested me. There
was plain disgust in the little slits
of eyes peeping out from amongst
the mass of fine wrinkles.

“Yes, it ain’t bad.”

“¢’s Australian, eh?”

“Ye..es, 1 was just tryin' ter
recognise meself.”

He had spoken
out removing his gaze from the pic-

wre. Now, at my incredulous
ejaculation, the small head spun
sideways.

“That bloke there . . . that's me,
although yer mightn't think it.”

I glanced at the picture, then
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absently, with-

P?gz-%

back again at the bushman. Yes, it
was possible, Anyway, L believed
him.

- “You were the model?”

*Yer could ecall it that” He
raised his hand, and for the first
time I observed that he alse was
carrying a catalogue. “I just bin
readin’ all about it, all about me-
self. Marvellous, ain’t it, how the
same bloody thing strikes different
people? I suppose it wasn't his
fault, though.”

Obviously he was referring to
the artist.

“So it isn’t quite true to life?” [
suggested.

He chuckled. “Depends how
much yer know! T suppose I musta
looked somethin’ like that. But by
cripes!” he shook the caralogue,
. Free! Independent! Hope-
full Pity he couldn’t a painted
what T was thinkin’”

“They might’t have hung it

then!”
*No, my bloody oath! They'd
‘ave hung me! Look you . . . he

pointed an accusing finger at the
canvass, © . . . there’s dopes'll come
here, take one good look at that
picture, and want ter g0 straight
away an' be a cocky. I look fine,
eh? Sittin’' on me horse, lookin’
out over all me fine crops an’ land,
¢h? The dinky-die, don’t-givea-
damn cocky! And the lousy truth
is I didn’t even own the bloody
pants I was sittin’ in! I didn’t even
own meselfl Nor me wife, nor me
kids. Two thousand seven hundred
quid in debt! To the almighty
Closer Settlemene Board. An’ 1

L
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More And Better Propaganda

This article, contributed by the Central Committee Propaganda De-
partment, sums up the results of the national school and outlines certain
plans for improving the propaganda work of the Party. It should be dis
cussed in all Party organisations and a report of the discussions forwarded

to the C.C.

THE holding of a National
i School during the latter half of
- last year marks an important stage
in the growth of our Party.

For the first time in the history
of the Party it was possible to bring
together students from all states for
intensive theoretical training.

It is now necessary to sum up the
results of the school in order that
the experience gained can be ap-
plied to the task of further extend-
ing and improving our propaganda
work.

The school was held in Sydney
and lasted for twelve weeks.
Eighteen students attended. All
States with the exception of Tas-
mania were represented.

The subjects dealt with were
political economy, Leninism, the
history of the CP.S.U. and the his-
tory of the International Labor
Movement. The history of the
Australian Labor Movement was
taken in conjunction with the last
‘mentioned subject.

In working out the curriculum

the school we were gui
inciples enunciated by

. at the 7th World Congress.
ling wi du:.qm;iunafpﬂy

s#l jl‘s
the fundamental principles of
Marxism-Leninism as is based on a
practical study of the cardinal
problems concerning the struggle of
the proletariac in their own
country. . . .”

Here, however, we were greatly
handicapped by the absence of any
suitable text-books dealing with the

Australian labor movement.

We were forced to rely chiefly
upon material which had appeared
from time to time in the Commu-
nist Review, supplemented by
other material from widely scat-
tered sources.

This was most unsatisfactory
and prevented the students from
getting the utmost possible benefit
from their studies.

This shortcoming, which was felr
most keenly in the school, empha-
sises the need for the CC. to take
immediate steps to produce, or 0
have produced, collated material
on this most important subject.

In the meantime all district com-
mitees should busy themselves in
research work with a view to compil-
eretely with the history of each
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the near future, declare outright
~ that “the level of political and edu-
~ cational work in the Party schools
and circles depends, first and fore-
most, upon the trainer.”’

Can we say that all our “Party
trainers” are “chosen and accepted
with great care”? It must be admit-
ted that we cannot, and that such
important work is still allowed to
develop in a far too haphazard way,
that district and section committees
~ as yet do not plan with sufficient
thoroughness the subjects to be
worked through in party classes and
do not select with sufficient care the
people who are to lead these classes.

If the same care and attention was
paid to these questions by the dis-
tricts and sections as is paid by the
leading organ of the Party then it
would not be long before an im-
provement was brought about in our
propaganda work.

The P.B. devoted a great deal of
attention to the National School,
Comrades Miles and Dixon gave
close personal attention to the work-
ing out of details. It is to such
thoroughness we owe thanks for
most of the success of the school.

The P.B. has also discussed and
endorsed a plan for placing party
education as a whole on a much bet-
ter footing, but the success of the
scheme depends largely upon the
~ wholehearted co-operation of district
~ and section leaders in carrying it
] ?ut.
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y Briefly, the scheme aims to estab-
lish a graded system of party train-
ing whereby members can be placed
in classes corresponding to their
level of development.

One of the weaknesses in the past
has been the failure to select the
students with sufficient care, begin-
ners have been placed in the same
class as advanced students. This
has a doubly bad effect. The more
advanced comrades find the class
dull and uninteresting, whilst the
weaker comrades find it hard to fol-
low the trend of the discussions.

The scheme we have in mind
should overcome this. It is intended
to work out courses in three grades,
elementary, intermediate and ad-
vanced. A start has already been
made with the elementary courses.
The others will follow in due course.
In the meantime districts and sec-
tions should aim at establishing
some means of checking up on party
training in the area under their
jurisdiction and regularly reporting
on same to the centre.

Our aim should be to bring party
members to regard attending a class
in the same light as attending 2
branch meeting.

We have made a start wich the °
National School, let us go on from
there until we have 2 stabilised and
smoothly functioni prop‘aganda
apparatus capable of fulfilling the

tasks demanded of it.

M . L]
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~ NEW ZEALAND LABOUR
FACES AN EMERGENCY

C. G. Watson

66YF ever there was a case of
emergency this is one, without

; ‘waiting for a war,” stated Mr. M.

Savage, Prime Minister of New

ealand, less than six weeks after

majority of the people of New

aland had expressed their confi-

e in the Labor government at

general elections. How is it

at a government, with electoral

ort unparalleled in the past

—century, should, within 2

weeks of its re-election, be fac-

an “emergency”? In the same

iew, Mr. Savage gave an

per: “The government has ene-

both at home and abroad . . .

the great majority of the

le were ready to do their bit to-

ds building New Zealand there

other pmp],e who were pre-

od to do their level best to wreck

country because there was 2

government in power. If that

patriotism I don’t know the mean-

Gng of the word Everything thar

on be written is being written for

i of ressing the value

‘l:;l’w'jﬂi’” (“Stand-
ard” November 24.)

by October of this year they had
been reduced to under £12,000,000,
Between the end of September and
the end of October of this year, the
fall was over £5,000,000. Although
it is true that with the beginning
of the export season, these funds
normally increase, it is obvious that
the Labor government is facing a
serious financial situation, especially
in view of the fact that early mext
year the government has to provide
for the redemption or renewal of
£17.000,000 of loans which become
due in [mdon.

The ecritics of the government
lay their main stress on what they
call “over-importation.”  Certainly
the rising living standards of the
N.Z. people have made necessary 2
considerable increase in Imports
over the crisis years, but i
fact, imports for the
months of this year
quarters of a million
chan in the same months of 1
the question of imports,
fionary forces show that they
Jike the position to be solved in
same way as the Coalition govers
ment in 1932 met 2 similar
the exchange funds, that is,

5
5‘5
Spfst

on

gt

g
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" The government has also an-
uounced an “industrial expansion
- plan,” and its spnlmmm are laying
great stress on “production.” Hepe
the motives and implications are less

- clear than in the obviously neces
. sary measures to conteol trade and
check the flight of capital. Tt is
true that a greater measure of ine
Mmllutlfm would be in the in-
of the N.Z. people, and the
t will secure the suppore

the labor movement in any

es to this end, which do not

flict with the wellbeing of the
MNew Zealand's economic

dence on the London market

ﬁh a source uf po litical w W’

[ these points were 1 o

we adeguatcly drbued, e “plas
pld acomse 3 greaer measawe o
. - an the labor movement

y, &b 111' ﬁiﬁ’
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ning of this article, Mr, Bavage,
himself representing thz more pro-
gresive tendencies in the cabinet,
stated:  “Before it is possible to

life the standards of the M‘t stilh
higher there must be an increase in
production.” This statement was in
marked contrast 1o all previous
Labor pr of “poverty in
the midst of plenty,” 1t is being re-
called that whereas real wages have
risen by about 12 per cent, during
the first term of the Labor govern-
ment, the mﬁaoflb&biswm*
resentave companies have risen by
36 per cent, (1936-37 figures),
while the main and sration

ves have doubled theie profiss.
. er,mwofdnruutbr

s of the government i 1ASBE
imésta, heve increased the

ﬂ:ru“‘:w catie oM B :
- mwwﬂ.ﬂh"
mﬂw
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Tom Wright

L s HE record of the Lyons gov-
ernment since the last Federal
elections is a record of reaction and
ddle, a comedy-drama of errors,

pt leadership, betrayal of na-

| interests, inner-party intrigue
complete loss of prestige. That
government was able to survive
rst sedsion can be explained

y by its evasion of the most diffi-
tasks it has ser itself and rhe

by nature of the opposition

der the weak leadership of Mr.

" The electoral victory was a sorry
Three of the former cabinet,
Parkhill and Brennan, lost
seats; the Senate vote was
whelmingly Labor, and the rela-
position of the most reaction-
section of the Country Party

engthened within the Coalitior'l.
he task of Lyons in appeasing his

followers and allocating
. posts proved very difficult
lted in the selection of a
which has required frequent
due to incompetence.

 been anything bur 2 happy

ot
satio

ce and National Insurance

the two main issues in

a campaign and these quev
dominated the parlia-

N

In its pre-election promises, the
Lyons government gave lip service
to the cause of wotld peace and
coliective  security. It promised
that there would be no conscription.
Its record, however, is one of con-
sistent betrayal of the principle of
collective security and it has made
clear that compulsory military ser-
vice is part of its programme to be
applied later. All sections of the
Australian people have been dis-
gusted with the attitude of the Fed-
eral government on foreign affairs,
its refusal to call Parliament dur-
ing periods of international crisis,
its refusals to make statements of
policy other than to say in effect
that the government would follow
blindly in the wake of the Cham-
berlain government. In this way
the Federal government has shared
in the shameful berrayals of demo-
cracy to the militarists and faseists
of Germany, Italy and Japan. This
attitude is brought forcibly before
the Australian people in the sup-
port which the Lyons government
has given to Japan in its war of
aggression against China. i
the wide popular support for the
actions of the waterside workers in
refusing to load scrap metal and
later pig iron for Japan, the govern-
ment has used its powers of coer-
gion against the workers to enforce
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chis form of aid to Japanese aggres- _the question of compulsory mil.
i . tary service. The sspfportzlrs of
. ulsion were not defeated, but
_ The position of the Mde off pending an effort to
in regard to the export of pig Iron o oyre a large enrolment of volun.
is an efm:lnple of the ln'_n._nddle and  coor forces. At the same time the
contradiction characterising “5 " success of the volunteer campaign
cord. In M-ay, 1938, follfawmg O s prejudiced by the general lack
the conflet with the waterside work- ¢ i fidence in the ‘policy of the
:;sd a:rhe: th:bﬁcxpgﬂz of mﬁm ltmf:;: . government, and the typical blunder
b oier of Ym' asg:m T of_pla.cmg at the head of the cam-
= forg loitaﬁn:mﬁ i i paign W. M. Hughes, the dis-
e " id‘Paﬂh; **  credited Labor renegade who is best
mr ‘mm ﬂ :h; l't If remembered by the people for his
“# mom” L. % W indli:- attempts to foist conscription upon
o, el cm[nrgo L them during the World War. Fail-
et it B et R of the volunteer drive would be
s veteril bemnf“detula sed il I}elc! by'the Lyons government as
bt v 1 A justification for compulsion whereas
by M. Memidiighin 0 cvl.coth it would reﬂect. only the general lack
s e opply Bk . T of confidence in the government.
government is in the impossib y
cimmardls - |l wh‘; Wihile the peaple feel the necd
it exn, pecmit She per of pig 508 for defence measures in the face of
when resources do not permit the S°%i8 fascist aggression it is re-
export of iron ore. The essential alised generally that, in the hands
difference between the two classes °.f Lyons, “defence” will not pro-
of cxpit i ot i O vide a real safeguard against fascist
mns of ol ane il ol aggression. For this reason the
ton of pig iron and that therefore t'2d€ Union movement emphatically
ships engaged in this export can rejected the overtures of the Lyons
deplete our limited resources a¢ S°Vernment for co-operation in its
doubled pace. defence programme. While claim-

: : 2 ing that there would be no artack
Linked with a reactionary foreign ::l:ng workin iti :

: g conditions the govern-
aolacy, the whole defence plan of ment desired co-operation ingoo:f;:r
e Lrom government has been anti-  to facilitate production for war pur-
democratic and has failed to secure  poses and to secure an effective “al-
popular support. Tln- dream of lotment of man power.” The ex-
e as Im{ﬂaof‘dumm‘w’ and ample of &m aircraft award for the
- hwememl-mrs : _“dCahne_ t, was n_ewly established aircraft industry
compulsion regimenta- vindicated the attitude of the work-

ers in refusing “co-operation.” The
low wage rates, dilution of labor

a5 the general hostility outside
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and junior labor provisions, gave threatened the government with de-
the lic to the Lyons government. feat and this was avoided only by
Strike action in this industry com- the manceuvre of postponing the
pelled a drastic revision of the commencement of the scheme. The
award and the elimination of the starting date was to have been
most objectionable features. January 1, 1939, but the tentative
The only impressive feature of date is now September 1, 1939. The
the defence programme is the com- government hopes that in the mean-
paratively great amount which is to time it may be able to save the
be spent. More than sixty million scheme and its face by making minor
pounds is to be spent but the people  alterations increasing the medical
have good reason to fear that a big benefits and extending the scope of
portion of this will find its way into persons covered. But the general
the coffers of the B.H.P. and other hostility to the Act in its present
powetful sections of finance capital, form cannot be ovarcome in this
that judging from the air force way. Attempts to press forward
muddle most of this money will be with the scheme will immediately
wastefully expended. precipitate a further crisis threaten-
Pre-election promises in regard to ing the existence of the government.
National Insurance were promptly The desires of the workers in re-
forgotten and the scheme which was gard to National Insurance have
rushed through by the end of June, been formulated clearly. The trade
before the new Senate was consti- unions have demanded‘ the fulfil-
tuted, had the opposition of all sec-  ment of the Pledgc to include pay-
tions of the community. The ments for perfods of L%nemplo‘ymenr,
scheme was conceived as a means for full medical service to ucllclude
of evading the growing cost for in- dependants as Wﬂ?l 35;“]5“9 R”n
valid and old age pensions under sons, for the delﬂflm}:o the pen;oh
the pretence of progressive social section in view of t cc;f*:lfsfmg li-
B lation. Unemployment insur- pension provisions, a7 o
A imi 3 sed scale of benefits and equal
B -2 climinated from the crea: ! 3

: : benefits for the sexes. While re
Bl and it was decided that for  benell ;

: : } : afficming the aim of the workers
ey bie cx o YR ecure full non-contributory so-
the workers should receive galicy SRS G d . as

i i dical attention cial insurance, amer ments
benefics including me Leir de- above are regarded as the minimum
R iclyes Du e sl e reqmremenrsv before the commence-
T e PfOffS-“»md‘ nt of any scheme of National Tn-
quite correctly took a strong stan

against the proposed standard of

ment 0
surance. - Yats
ere | opinion on

i i te There is a division © )
nefit and the inadequa . b A
e bet be made for this ser- the question of the best “m}:{)‘ hg t
ayments to be se . i
Eicim Finallv the opposition within the L‘yons schtfme,l man) po m{,ri
. ks of the coalition as well  that it would be better a :
- effective to demand the repeal o

1
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e Communist Party, the dif.
tion within the ranks of the
P, and the Country Parey, es
the latter, gives the Labor
the opportunity of winning

_ rebellious elements to their side

fight against the LyonsPage
on. To date the Labor Parry
jon has shown no apprecia-
these possibilities, We have,
Mr. Curtin condemning the
Party  oppositionists  as

jelly boys” with whom he
desire to associate. This is
attitude for a political

it anxious to serve the people,

B g in, instead of dtve.].r)luiﬂg

against Mr. Thorby for his

ag the situation for che .
l_ M who spf:a.if of :;huur_mg

dass leaders will be all the
 determined in their fascist

: those leaders fail w hgh;

- but adopr instead 2 policy

A 101 fﬂfgi.VE Thurby evell
g, Curtiv can. Thorby onc
- thar ke is pro-fascist
ently 2 mortal enemy o

A government with

cau be nothing other
constant enemy of demo-
Tnstead of echoing govers-
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ment opposition 1o astion by e
waterside workers, leaders of the
Opposition should be in the field
doing all they can to support the
embargo against the export of war
materials wo Japan, While dlwl?:
ing an active struggle against

government there is a need also for
energetic intervention in N8 W. by
the Vederal ALP. o defear the
Lang splitters, the enemies of
working class unity who have re-
peatedly helped the reaction o re-

tain office,

In the next eSS0, the govern-
ment again will bave as outstanding
issues, the vexed questions of de
fence and National Insurence, Con-
sequently a search is being made
for hing less unhealthy which
might help to restore the lost pres-
tige of the government, while sery-
ing the cause of Australian reacton.
Thn. new quastion is diﬂ( Qf nfam
of the Commonwealth Constitu-
dion, Unfortunately for the Lyons
government this is & Qw .“

ich theze ate so many confloting

within and without its own
chat 1o pusue it seriously will
lead to another popular outery
against che government. This, i
any more is BECessary, ghould ac
least seal the fate of the govesne
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THROUGH DEMOCRACY
TO SOCIALISM
L. Harry Gould

Communists are the champions of the People’s freedom.

DEFENCE of Australian demo-
cracy was a prominent feature
of the discussions at the 12th Con-
gress.

The Preamble of the Draft Con-
stitution states: “The Communist
Party of Australia is a working-
class Party carrying forward today
the best traditions of Australian de-
mocracy.”

* "Qur Party is truly democratic,”
said J. B. Miles in his report to
Congress.

This emphasis on democracy is
nothing new. Communist licerature
of all periods has dealt exhaustively
with the democratic rights of the
people. The question becomes of
exceptional importance at the pre-
sent time because the greedy, cor-
rupt bourgeoisie are attempting to
replace our democratic standards
and practice with fascism. In their
betrayal of democracy, they adopt
the usual trick of accusing the
Communists of the very crime they
themselves are committing, “The-
Communists destroy democracy,”
they shriek. On the other hand,
“Leftists” assist the reactionaries by
alleging that the Communists, who
strengthen democracy in capitalist
lands, strengthen capitalism itself.

These attacks will be ned
later. Here it is necessary to point

out that democracy to Communists
is inseparable from the mass struggle
of the people against capitalist hun-
ger, c;pi_._ta._list oppression and wat. -
*

What is democracy? ;

The term has been applied to de-
signate certain social institutions and
state forms of past times, such as

the communities of ancient Greece
and the towns of the Middle Ages.

Historians even accord the honor to -

the feudal barons of England who
wrested Magna Carta from King
John. But it is only in modern
times that democracy becomes a
vast elemental force in society, an
agency endowed with tremendous
potency for rapidly lifting mankind
“from the realm of necessity to the
kingdom of freedom.” For now,
under capitalist demacracy, the
toiling masses for the first time in
history take part in political life,
organise politically, engage in prac-
tical politics, acquire understanding
of their role in society, and come
to grips with the problem of state
political power.

But in every one of these earlier
cases it is the democracy of a rul-
ing class, with rights and privileges
restricted exclusively to its own
members. Tn Greece, for example,
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~only a minority of the population
* (and then mainly slaveowners) en-
. joyed democratic freedom. There
* was no democracy for the slaves any

more than for the serfs in 13¢h cen-
tury England. (There are import-
* ant differences to be noted in these
examples of democracy and freedom
among the rich. For instance, the
" landowning nobility in Czarist Rus-
S sia or France before 1789 were out-
" and-out reactionary classes; the mer-
 chants and traders of 500 years ago
—the burghers, or bourgeois, of the
ew towns—engaged in a mighty
“struggle againse the feudal reaction,
d  their conquest of political
wer was historically progressive.)
What is the purpose, the fﬂn(:‘mn,
" of democracy?

It is the method by which a class
‘ganises, trains, disciplines and in
eneral fits itself to play its part in
lass society. This is equally true
hether it is a ruling exploiting
ass maintaining its domination
wver subject classes, or the workers
ho are waging the class struggle
inst capitalism and who are
iving to unite with the workers
all lands for the fulfilment of
ieir historical mission, the creation
f the classless Socialist society.

he technical or formal aspects
democracy centre around the
blem of “control by the mass of

representative institutions anfﬂ
me officials” (Lenin). This
s us to the heart of the matter.

*

working class (proletariat)
red on the scene of history
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(s:multaneoualy with the capitalists,

Lrom its birth,” wrote Engels,
t_he bourgeoisie had been saddled
with its antithesis” (meaning the
workers). From the first the works
ers had to carry on the struggle on
two fronts. One, in alliance with
the new capitalist class against the
feudal lords for the establishment
of the democratic republic, a pto-
cess not yet fully completed in
many capitalist countries; second,
a ceaseless stubborn war against the
capitalists who, like every other ex-
ploiting class, sought to limit demo-
cracy to the members of its own
ranks. The ban on 2KY and the
Transport Workers” Act root back
in an unbroken line to the notorious
Anti-Combination Act of 1799 and
similar repressive legislation.
Bourgeois democracy was a de-
cided social advance on feudalism.
But its limitations are obvious to
every class-conscious worker. Lenin

declared:

“Democracy for an insignificant
minority, democracy for the rich—
that is the democracy of capitalist
society. If we look more closely
into the mechanism of capitalist de-
mocracy, everywhere, in the . . . de-
details of the suffrage . . . in the
technique of the representative in-
stitutions, in the actual obstacles
to the right of assembly (public
buildings are not for ‘beggars’) in
the purely capitalist, organisation of
the daily press, etc, etc.—on all
sides we see restriction after restric-
tion upon democracy. In their sum
total these restrictions exclude and
squeeze out the poor from politics
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cotrectness of their analyses and
PCASES, Just as it is answering the
slanderous attacks of the capitalists
publicists and Leftist “criticy,”

*
BN Communists are in the forefront
the struggle for the defence of

B """‘_ﬂ-‘.“'-: e e

smocracy precisely because it means
. herance of the cause of all
8 toilers—workers, farmers, the
; classes—and leads to Social-
=

To defend and extend demo-
we must:

Y Advance still more sharply the
omic demands of the masces
resist the least encroachment
their democratic liberties

" Explain the historical backs

£ our country’s democratic

gtions and practice, emphasising
he fact that every right we enjoy
day was won only through struggle
d sacrifice;

£ tansmit to all organisations
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of the masees the spirit and prin-
ciples of the democracy of the Gom
munist Partyl (It ig interesting to
note its main features: Collective
discussion, collective decision, collec-
tive leadership; the abligation on all
members to study and fir oneself
for ever more responsible weork in
the struggle, this class education be-
ing the basis of its democratic volun-
tary discipline; the right of eriti-
cism and self-criticism; the equal
opportunity and duty of all mem-
bers for participation, in whichever
way suitable, in activities which con-
tribute to the welfare of the people
and the Party; the healthy spirit of
comradeship,)

Finally, to spread information

about the marvellous achievements

¢ people under Soviet demo-

and to popularise the great-

est achievement of mankind up to

now, the New (Stalin) Constitu-
tion.
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[SI"'PP""S‘“SMI_ comes in, A miserable litstle creature with
d scared expression who tries to hurry away. |
Japan? Who says iv's for Japan?
No one, we're juse asking you,

N stop wasting time, my man, ‘Get on with your job and
let me get on with mine,

We're not getting on with no jobs till we know where the stuff
is going to.
How should T know? :
Now,.look here, brother, come clean. [Grabs him by the collar
and lifts his face up close to bis own.] Where's it going to?
- Im telling you! Te's going to Singapore,
[Joe releases him.}
Singapore? Well, that's different.
Now get on with your job, like good fellows, this ship’s due to
sail in two days’ time.
[He scuttles off.]
See? It’s going to Singapore, to build 2 nice, strong battleship
to fight the naughty Japs.
Yes, so he says. I
Well, he’s the one that ought to know. Isn't he the shipping-
agent? ;
Isn’t he the boss’s little, lily-livered worm? He'd say just what
he was told to say. ;
Aw, come on, don’t stand magging half the day. 5 §
[ They move off and are met by a seaman off the “Dalfran.”]
Hello, where are you chaps heading for?" k
We're going to load that pig-iron on thf 'Daifﬂm
" You are? Then you ought to be shot for it
?
Whart's the martter. :
" Don't you know where it’s for?
o I¢s for Singapore. :
Singapore, me fat aunt! [It’s comsigned to Kobe.

S wraty
- Sure, to Kobe. g
g::::‘}zmdusﬁpﬁng-agmmdhuﬁkmh
o be's 2 Haming liae. Tm of the “Dalfram’” and T kenow.
Kobe. 4
:’l;f;uijwhmptabﬂofﬁnm
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Oh yes, I've got somethin
_ g to say to you. What th
~ you mean by telling me that pig—ironywas for gin;axl:?us i
[Agent runs off. B.H.P. blocks joe.]
NO\'{ ’then, t}‘lat'll do. He said what he was told to. And if I
say it's for Singapore, it is for Singapore.
Well, if you say it’s for Singapore, I say you're a flaming liar.
How dare you speak to me like that? What business is it of

yours where the cargo goes to? It’s your job to load it and ask
no questions.

Oh yes, Adolph? Since when was T born deaf and dumb?

P.: Will you get on with your work?

. Not me, governor. I'm not going to make money out of the
blood and suffering of helpless Chinese men and women. I leave
all that sort of thing to you.

: You'll pay for this!
You bet I will. Tll lose my wages, and my wife and kids will
go short over Christmas.
You'll find what it means to try your puny strength in interna-
tional affairs. T'll break you and Tl cripple you for years.
Pethaps you will, but, by God, not before I've made things
pretty hot for you. There wor't be a single man or woman in
Australia who won’t know all about the dirty game you're up
to. Iron ore is banned, so you turn it into pig-iron and you ship
it out and dodge the law that way, Mister. B.H.P., the fattest hog
in Australia. Got your belly full of Chinese corpses, haven’t
you?

P.: Now, by God . . . : :
Now, by God, I've had my say and everybody’s heard me. Bsmg,
out your Lyons and your Menzies, and your Transport Workers
Act, and your scabs. I'm ready for 'em. _

[He advances right up to B.H.P., who backs away in alarm.
Joe holds his finger against his chest and drives home every
~ point.} 4 ) :
Arldpc{on’t forget I'm not alone in ¢this. There’s not a union,
i i rt me. Maybe
not a member of the working class who won't suppo!
you'll be biting off a little more than you can chew.
He begins to turn away.} Vsl e
Ancl[no:r ;’fn going back to call out every water'sxder on the
B irves; and if T have my WaF there wc_m’t be a m::gle ship on
the wat;rfront that will load your dirty iron. That'll show yu\:
what we think of selling war materials to the Japs. So long!
See you in hell sometime. . : :
{He spits neatly on the ather's boot and strolls off. B'H._.'a
recovers bis breath.’ i
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Menzies !

ou hear me?

bruary, 1039

R. CHAMBERLAIN, the

. peace maker”! roared his
eds of press apologists after
Munich betrayal of Czechoslo-
n democracy.

will be found today naive
h to believe that peace has
“sayed” by the four arch-

of progress who bargained

ich.

. immediate reaction of the
‘Tory government itself was
‘up the production of arms,

ild more battleships of the air
the sea, to prepare for the

miliarisation of the
on of the British Isles.
vish Lyons government,
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NEARING A NEW
INTERNATIONAL CRISIS

L. Sharkey

praising  Chamberlain’s  “peace,”
places the greatest arms burden in
history on the backs of Australia’s
people and also threatens compul-
sory military training. That is a
fair measure of the value placed
by the pro-fascist ruling clique upon
the “peaceful” intentions of the fae-
cists.

The immediate aftermath of
Munich was a speeding up of the
arms race on all sides.

Comrade Dimitrov, in his most
recent article, shows that Germam
and Italian fascism, far from hav-
ing joined the “satisfied” imperia- |
list powers are planning to g 3
up all of the remaining sm
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ers of Europe; to make war on
France and divide the French colo-
nies and, finally, attack the US.S.R.
in a new “three years plan,” cover-
ing 1939, '40, '41. Comrade Dimi-
trov wrote: “German fascism has
been presented by the reactionary
British and French bourgeoisie with
new, exceptionally favorable mili-
tary strategic and economic posi-
tions for the further development
of imperialist war. '

Now the question has already
passed beyond the bounds of the
arbitrary revision of the Versailles
Treaty by the fascist states. 1939
is to see a blow struck at Hungary;
in the Autumn of 1939 the object
of plunder is to be Poland; prepara-
tions are being made for a blow in
the Spring of 1940 at Yugoslavia;
in the autumn of 1940 at Rumania
and Bulgaria. In the spring of
1941 France, Belgium, Holland,
Denmark and Switzerland are to
be object of the fascist onslaught;
in the autumn of 1941 fascist Ger-
many plans its attack on the
IJ:S.S.R.” Further, we learn from
thu_pl:m that German fascism mag-
nanimously places at the disposal of
fascist Italy a big part of Spain, the
southern districts of France, Greece,
a big part of Turkey, Syria, Pales-
tine and North Africa. ¥

Dim_i*"’_"” statement comes the Hit-
ler mue to set up a “Greater
Ukraine,” which aims at detaching
P“h't_‘ Ukraine and the Soviet
Ukraine as well as part of Ru-
- mania and Czechoslovakia (Ruche-
“« inhabited by Ukrainians. %
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“heir to the throne of the Tzars”
is to be made the king of “Great
Ukrainia,” according to Hitler. The
“new State,” of course, would be
tuled from Berlin and the great
natural resources of Soviet Ukraine
plundered by the German fascists.

We can imagine what the Social-
ist workers of Soviet Ukraine, pro-
ing in a way unknown to capi-
talism, think of this “national inde-
pendence” which would mean a
double slavery—to the restored
Ukrainian capitalists and  kulaks
and to foreign fascism.

Poland, which has played the
Nazi game under the leadership of
the fascist Foreign Minister, Colo-
nel Beck, would be divided, for it
has an Ukrainian population esti-
mated at between five and six mil-
lions, inhabiting a large part of
Polish territory. The Poles made
a peace pact with the U.S.S.R., but,
owing to the policy of France and
England, there is every danger of
complete domination of Poland by
German fascism. The Polish people,
however, are far from being in ac-
cord with the policies of the fascist
government and the recent Muni-
cipal election, showing huge gains
for the democratic opposition, em-
phasised that the Polish people have
a word to say yet about the future
of their country.

\ S'icIc by side with the Ukraine
intrigue, which is doomed to be
wll:hom as far as the people of
Soviet Ukraine are concerned, not
to be left behind, Mussolini de-
mands‘ the division of the French
Colonial Empire, the French Medi-
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~ terranean Islands and even part of

southern France itself.

And yet the ignoble Chamber-
lain, in the House of Commons
said that those who suspected Mus-
solini of ulterior designs were “in-
sulting his Italian hosts.”

Take the word of the fascists,
says the Cliveden Set, though his-
tory tecords that they break their
word ten times a day, if they feel
50 inclined.

Then the MNazis announce the

‘building of a huge fleet of subma-

rines, a further threat to Britain
and France in the Mediterranean.

It is in this situation that Cham-
berlain visits Mussolini. This visit
is as sinister for world peace and
democracy as the flight to Berchtes-
gaden to betray Czechoslovakia. The
bargaining with Mussolini will centre
on Spain. In preparation for the
visit, Franco, at Mussolini's com-
mand, started the offensive against
Caralonia, which still continues.
This offensive did not, due to the
super-heroism of the Republican
Army and people, have the imme-
diate success that Mussolini de-
siced; with the result that Cham-
berlain arrived in Rome with the
Spanish government actually wagi‘rlg
a very important counter--offensive
on the Estremadura front. Although
the French government, fearing the
worst, with good cause, refuses to
allow Chamberlain to intervene as
“mediator” with Mussolini, there is
lictle doubr that the plans of both

" Hicler and Mussolini against France
 will be discussed. As 1s 0 be seen

i 1
from Comrade Dimitrovs article,

~ these plans eventually mean war of
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France and the dismemberment of
the French Colonial Empire.

The horizon for Europe, at the
beginning of 1939, is not one of
peace, but indicates, on the con-
trary, that BEurope will witness un-
precedented fascist aggression and
decisive events in a number of
countries. In the Far Bast, where
the other angle of the fascist tri-
angle is waging the second world im-
perialist war on its sector of the
front, Japan is approaching the
military, financial and economic
crisis that Mao-Tse-Tung predicted
even before the outbreak of the war
with China. So great have the diffi-
culties become, that a new fascist
government of even more extreme
militarists has come to power in
Tokio. At the same time, a Japa-
nese general proclaims that “Japan
will be at war for 100 years” in order
to create “a new order.” What sort
of an "order” this will be, the mili-
tarist gentleman was wise enough
to leave to the imagination.

It must, however, be a terrible
prospect for the masses of the Japa-
nese people, who are already so
near the breaking-point under the
ctrain of the terrific burden of the
present war, that the rulers have
already to instal a “stronger” fas-
cist government to still further re-
press discontent in Japan.

The partisan movement -is s;nl[
growing rapidly in China, tI-u: unity
of the Chinese people, despite spec-
tacular successes of the Japanese, is
a5 firm as ever. No Japanese sol-
dier is to be found more than a few
miles from the railways or big

in che allegedly occupied

towns
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anti-fascist front is not its lack
numbers, but disunity, Uity
the working-class forces is the
tive need if the plans of Hit-
and Mussolini, with the aid of
betlain, for further conguest
‘aggression are to be thwarted,
na and Spain, heroically re-
the fascist offensive, must be
d by a firmly united
class, by a People’s Frone,
ng all those against war, all
who are realising thar the
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policies of the Lyons and Chamber-
lain governments are betraying the
national interest of the le

leading them to the shambles of &

second world war,

The 12th Mational Congress of
the Communist Party emphasised
the need for an allembracing msilg.
and the daily events that are so omi-
Noiis e.iu_mf thc M&d fﬂ! lhl rrAsses
to take the decision of peace or war
into their own hands,




energy-
rfect, and

ities of the
ly 74 per

report
are in-

ruary, 1939

ed in the survey but the poorer
ons of the community are not
ately investigated.

can nevertheless form an

opinion of Australian nutrition and,

‘pondingly, of the differenece
veen the words and deeds of
ns and Stevens on the question.

" LET THEM EAT CAKE

e final report shows that even
g the city families investigated
per cent. consumed inadequate
desirable diets. Of this 5.87 per
the majority have an inadequate
~ because their total energy in-
is insufficient, although they
ough meat; they have not tried
pensate for energy-lack with
~ carbohydrate foods. The
dy suggested in these cases in-
s changes in the proportions
carbohydrates and protein,
s down to one of two
either buy different foods
\ are palatable but expensive,
uy foods within the range of
pocket which are coarser,

r and less palatable.
also emphasises that the people
t “diet conscious”; we may
but if the people had enough
‘this lack of diet conscious:
‘would only rarely cause mal-

ROTECTIVE AND

PENSIVE FOODS
\Council considered that the
ent. was too high, but we
sured that if their survey
red the whole of Australia
rease to 8 or 10 per cent.

we look at the consump-

.
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tion ‘of the protective foods the
Position grows still worse. Lack ot
vitamins and minerals has taken its
toll af Australian health and life.
One in four of the diets was de-
ficient in either milk, eggs Or pota-
toes (which are rich in vitamins).
Consumption of fresh fruit and
vegetables was found probably up
to standard with the exception of
the far west of N.S.W. and Queens-
land and the poorer parts of Syd-
ney. Where a family is deficient in
one protective food there is a ten-
dency to make up for this by in-
creased consumption of another;
e.g., a family eating less milk than
normal might eat more butter. TIf
we look at families in which the
consumption of two or more pro-
tective foods is deficient, we find
on this basis that 5 to 10 per cent.
of the families are undernourished.
Concerning the mineral intake,
the report, with some experimental
support, chooses a lower standard
for calcium than the American in-
vestigators, whose standards are
taken for the remainder of the
report. We are entitled to enquire
whether this lowering is justified in
view of the amazing incidence of
child rickets (found by K-rays,
etc.). On the intake in the diet of
iron, calcium and phosporus, we
find that for the capital cities an
average of three-quarters of the
people are deficient in iron, ne?.rly
one-third are deficient in calcium
and more than one-third deficient
in phosphate. If we look at the
cost of the milk foods in the diet,
we can sec the reason for this low
intake of protective foods. :
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’

is a pity that the work of the
did not attempt to confiem

N.S.W., Victoria and WA,
re the infantile morrality is
gh, the percentage of families de-
ent in milk, butter and egps, so
for healthy motherhood

ncy, is also high,
Australian woman must
this menace to her health and
her children by demanding
parental care, with the aim
g Australia to rival New
d for the lowest infant mor-

by rate in the world

of Infant
compares

of Adelaide

AND COUNTRY

MNutrition Report did not
specifically with rural aceas,
special investigation of the
of the inland areas of east-
was made by Dr. F.
ents with the aid of 2 travel-
laboratory; children were phy-
] . examined, were X-rayed t0
r rickets, and their blood was
d for amaemia. In genersl
t 20 per cent. showed unsats-
. nutrition. Mild active
rickets, and anae-
due to shortage of iron were
d h dx Chlc'f causes 0{ the
these children. :
T lem in Australia
F::t, ane of vitamin

;, singe the action of sur-

an ithe skin forms the neces

atisfactory MNutrition

isfactary M utrition
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sary vitamin, but is a question of
not enough calcium and phosphate,
which are to be found in milk
(which is unavailable in many in-
land areas), The anaemia problem
is one of an adequate diet,

In Sydney, Dr. Clements investi-
gated 1600 children, drawn from the
free kindergartens, Hammondyille,
infant welfare centres and the fami-
lies co-operating with the diet re-
cords. He found that one child
in four was suffering from rickets
and abour the same proportion from
anzemiz. As the children pass from
the ¢ centres to the kinder-
garten and thence to school, their
nutrition steadily deteriorates; in

years of age group, Dr
Clements found one child in three
showing unsatisfactory nutrition.

number of Australian child-

the age of 15 years

) 18 per cent. of the popu-

If we consider that, from

s, 2 quarter to 2 third of

g people suffer from mal-

we ﬁlld C!'N: I.mb&! O'f

hed children to be ap-
tely 2 third of a millien.

MORE KINDERGARTENS

Dr. Clements examined 750
children in Sydney aged 7 ¢0 5 yeass,
including those at £fee %
gens and those mof M

His findings were a8 follows:
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AND SO WHAT?

good intentions of  the

sts taking part in the survey

ustrated unless the people
tralia take it into their own
to see that Australia means
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health and strengeh o Australians.

For a fit nation and a lower in-
fant mortality we need more milk,
more  kindergartens, more play-
grounds, a decent basic wage and,

above all, the removal of Lyons and
Stevens!

EARLY DAYS IN W.A.

THEN  the whitemen  first

come into contact with native

t have not previously had

ce of their ways, they are

y received in a friendly man-

the natives of W.A. were
xception.

ey were interested in all the
s of the settlers and watched
work building houses and
and all the preliminary
at goes to forming 2 settle-
2 new country. To the
work was a phenomenon.
tives living in their tribal
d Perth probably did not
the number of white settlers
arrived in the first six
£ the settlement. The set-
to a great extent depend-
 overseas supplies for some
| as the captains tried t©
n supplies were short,
ated considerably. In

was 7d. per Ib., rice 2%

- nutrition;

lies in the

W. Watson

coffee &d. In March 1831, flour was
3d., sugar 3d. to 5d., tea 4/6 per
lb.; rice 2d., sale pork 8d., fresh
meat 1/6 per Ib.; soap, 2/6 per Ib.
In December, flour was 7d., Ameri-
can salt pork £8 the cask, and all
other food was scarce. These un-
certain conditions forced the settlers
to rely on home-grown vegetables
and native game, and some got a
living hunting kangaroos and sell-
ing the flesh at 1/6 per Ib.

In judging the position of the
natives it has to be considered that
the condition in which the settlers
found them was that which had
been forced on to them by economic
conditions.  Their principal need
was food, their economic structure
had been built up on the food
supply of the country and this they
must have used wisely; whether they
knzwitornetthryhdmu&tﬁz
balance of nature and had existed
thousands of years. ‘
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e. In a letter, Stirling
his anxiety and said that
police force was established
t, manage, control and
lly civilise the natives, a
between blacks and whites

to the extermination of

s idea of a police force for
e-mentioned purpose s
but we will not give way

‘temptation of commeni on
of using police to protect

ves against aggression and
to civilise them. The analy-
goes on in the mind of

in authority is not for

.%.'J"'.}i

W of all classes enrolled in a
er police force and some ’Jf

wgnwukenu

In MBY, 1832, two men
seed and were auarkr_

barracks at Guildford

8 fired on, and in June 2
.f sectlers paucd a resolu-

F v property. The natves

’ 'ugfm,‘whtﬁ
"djofd'lﬂr ‘mé‘!
nddadmdmb“ b

g property recently

. they were 30 ""’p“bu
gring respect for

'.‘. chat M ,auzﬂ?
Tmor’'s OWH
ﬂm,gh the
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a foree to protect them can ﬂﬂly be
explained by accepting the view of
one of the first settlers, who said
that the natives being without re-
ligion lacked moral precept,

Yagan, who led the attack on
the two men SOWINgG, was pfobsbly
impelled by tribal custom to take a
life for a life, a custom that we
adhere to in a legal fashion, Never-

reward was offered for his
and later some fishermen ene
gan and two friends into a
at, They were sent to Carnac Is
land where Mr, Lyon studied their
hahr and language and was mak-
ch progress that he thought
br rmd civilised Tbﬁﬂ but a boat
been  left  unattended,
his pals escaped to the
Yagan was very pr
i on one occasion called
had been his guard,
Carnac and remi
how he had outwitted him,
over six feet aall and of

Sound

two natives wfd'l it. 4
blacks were at fiest hostile,
Yagan wanted to meet them.
W& m.- a
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"By J. N. RAWLING
Author of

“THE STORY OF THE
AUSTRALIAN PEOPLE”

The name of the writer of this clever pamphlet may be
depended upon for the accuracy of the facts and figures
quoted by him in this condensed but startling statement.

Showing tireless research, it is the most instructive and illu-
minating description we have yet seen, proving conclusively
that we are owned and controlled by a coterie of millionaires,
whose system of interlocked finance, embracing raw materials,
banks, shipping, mines, chemicals, insurance, business, etc,, g
gives them unlimited power over all. - %

Clearly printed, with an instructive and helpful chare, the
price (sixpence) places it within the reach of all, and we
recommend every man and woman in the community to read it.

. 2
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312 Rawson Chambers,
Rawson Place, Sydney
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