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The Spanish Events
By L. SHARKEY

THE great and desperate struggle in Spain between the forces
of progress, liberty and democracy on the one hand, and the
forces of darkest reaction, monarchism, feudal landlordism, cleri-
calism, together wit the military caste and united more or less
under the banner of fascism, and aiming at the establishment
of a dictatorship and the abrogation of the democratic republic
and the crushing of the working class, continues, at the time of
writing, with unabated fury and ferocity.

The reactionary forces at the moment have won 2 number
of successes, but not of a decisive character, The reactionary
insurrectionists are able to wage a protracted gtruggle because
of the superiority of their military-equipment, and the fact that
they have better disciplined and trained forces, relying as they
do largely on the Foreign Legion and Moorish troops, profes-
sional mercenary soldiers with long experience in “eglonial” war-
fare in Morocco. Another factor enabling the counter-revolution
to continue the struggle is the assistance rendered by Mussolini
and Hitler, especially by way of aeroplanes, which are utilised
to transport Moorish and Foreign Legion troops across from
Morocco. It was these reinforcements that enabled the recap-
ture of Badajoz.

The government troops, however, are on the offensive in five
areas. The government has the enormous advantage of having
the support of the masses of the workers and peasants, and it
is the workers’ militia composed of these that are pearing the
brunt of the struggle against the “rebels.”

In estimating the ultimate outcome of the struggle hetween
these two forces one can do no better than quote the admirable
gumming-up by Emil Vandervelde Jeader of the Belgian Social-
ists and a prominent leader of the Second International, in 2
recent article, where he says:—

“Those who in France and elsewhere are secretly or openly
in sympathy with the Spanish fascists would run conside
risk of putting their money on the wrong horse if they betted in
favor of General Franco. In Russia in 1917 and 1918 Koltchak,
Wrangel, and Denikin seemed 1o enjoy a military superiority,




at the beginning successes which might hav
: ended, however, by being beaten less by the reguls,
forces of the Red Army, which was just being born, than by th.
Jevee-en-masse of the workmen and peasants. 2

“These were ill-led, ill-armed, and ipped, but inflexit
resolved to fight to the death in order to prevent a return of 1/,
ﬂ, . Rt

the country where N

. "War is _going on in in 1800
~ Jearned to his cost what a bold and unfl r guerilla for
of a whole people can do against the fin in the world
: “Operations like those of General Franc sueceed at on
if they are to succeed at all. As time g ), their chances
mﬁﬁ s & -
t which is now going on in | i
- the merciless struggle pursued thre : epﬁigic
- democracy and fascism.”
4 __ Already that is the factor mainly Iz
: rid, this fear of the revolutionary p n::];'Madr
also is one of the main reasons ides B of
toilers which is the hallmark of all fasci

from the Thiers butchers of the Paris
. Wrangel, DEEliki!l, and Semenov of
- Franco), which induces the mass but
. at Badajoz, Valladolid and elsewhere.
e in the rear of the “rebels” are P
“mTehOf Aragon and elsewhere.
__The Spanish masses, by sheer w
A to arm the whole toiling population,
overcome the superior technical an
counter-revolution. Such seems to b
ernment vietory and the correct i '
hﬁ‘trnfzfgle at the time of writing. S
e _very excellent pamphlet published
of ma penetrating analysis of the
- Spain, which every Communist

Theflmmteventsinsllain.thepmt -
qwiﬂgmoitheumﬁfm
..‘::, _ﬂﬂh Igmm.- andow
, mnstneetothe
A present eyecle commenced in 1930 with the fall of

COMMUNIST REVIEW  September, 1o

September, 1936 THE COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 3

tatorship of Primo de Rivera and the exiling of King Alfonso

XIII. There have been many “revolutions” in Spain, going back

over a century, which have, however, failed to achieve and con-

solidate the bourgeois revolution, largely because of the weak-

ness of the capitalist class of Spain, because of the historical

coniditions of its development. The bourgeois democratic revo-

lution is proceeding in Spain when world capitalism is threatened

with the world proletarian revolution, when this revolution is

already victorious over one-sixth of the earth, when the bour-
geoigie in a whole number of capitalist countries has already de-
stroyed bourgeois democracy and resorted to fascist dictatorship.
Because of these circumstances, the Spanish big bourgeoisie is, in
the main, a counter-revolutionary class, allying itself with the
church and the feudal reactionaries and struggling to overthrow
the democratic republic, which is headed by petty-bourgeois re-
publicans and only some sections of the bourgeoisie. This situa-
tion of the bourgeoisie opposing the bourgeois revolution is by
1o means unique in the annals of history, but is 2 replica of the
Russian bourgeoisie, which also fought against the bourgeois
revolution because of its fear of the proletarian revolution. Lenin
deserjbed the position as follows: “The victory of the bour-
geois revolution in Russia as the victory of the bourgeoisie is
impossible. This appears to be paradoxical, but it is nevertheless
true.” The fear of the proletariat by the bourgeoisie and also the
peasantry prevented the bourgeois revolution in these countries
peing fought to its logical conclusion, as in the classic French
hourgeois revolution of 1789, that is, insofar as the bourgeoisie
of Russia and Spain were concerned. But, irrespective of the
wishes of the bourgeoisie, history moves on, however glowly a_nd
however much they may succeed in temporarily retarding its
march. The terrible oppression of dying feudal re\a_tions\ in the
country, together with the birth of the proletariat in the cities
and the commencement of its struggle with the bourgeolsie, in-
evitably drives forward to the bourgeois democratic revolution
in town and village. The proletariat on its march t_oward the
Socialist revolution leads the fight for the bourgeois republic

and bourgeois democracy- That was so in Russia and it is peing
repeated in Spain.

The Communist Party is defending with might and
republican democracy against the counter-revolution.
bilising the working class and poor peasants_in 4
militiz to crush the revolt. The Communist Party, which has

i the united fromt with the Secialist Party, n doing

this bases itself four-square on the teaching of Marxism-Lenin-
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of the Franco revolt, what are the pros-
pects of a victorious Socialist revolution in Spain?

Firstly, there is the enormous growth of the organisation,
strength and class-consciousness of the workers, expressed in
the great number of strikes and struggles over the past few
years, their now rich experience of the armed struggle, the fact
that the proletaria.t has been armed and organised in the Work-
ers’ Militia and is the driving foree in the present struggle
against the reaction. The growth of the revolutionary stature
of the Spanish working class is best expressed in the growth of
the Communist Party from a few hundreds to a party approach-
ing 120,000 members, which has clarified its programme anc
already has done much towards uniting the split Spanish pro-
letariat, the necessary prerequisite to successful Qoeialist revolu-
tion, which understands the national question and the role of the
peasantry in the revolution. The further development of the
Communist Party and its ultimate union with the Socialists,
headed by Caballero, will be of decisive importance in the future,
facilitating the victory of Marxist-Leninist ideology over An-
archo-syndicalism, which has retarded the progress of the Spa-
nish working class. Already, the nationalisation of railways and
tramways and factories belonging to capitalists such as Juan
March has taken place, there are reports of workers’ committees
running workshops, whilst workers’ committees control Barce-
lona and other towns, indicating the tendency of the Spanish
revolution to outgrow the limitation of pourgeois private pro-
perty relations. The action of the great landlords in supporting
counter-revolution gives the working class the opportunity for
pressing forward to the confiscation of the land and thus con-
solidating the alliance of the proletariat and peasantry.

Secondly, the defeat of the present revolt means the ruin of
the reactionary classes, the biggest capitalists, the semi-feudal
landowners and the power of the R.C. Church and the destruc-
tion of the Gil Robles fascists. Senor Companys, leader of the
Catalonians, has declared that the “capitalist bourgeoisie has
ruined itself,” and the national revolutionaries see the future
in an unshakeable alliance with the working class.

Already there are reports of the possibility of a Socialist gov-
ernment, headed by i the petty-bourgeois
Republican government, and in such a government thlelCmpmun-
ists would participate, as participation, as
Jaid down by Comrade Dimitrov at the Seventh World Congress,
would be fulfilled. The tasks of such a government would be the

Given the defeat
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R e RS . he civil war in Spain is a battle between fascism and demo-

& B ¢ of povwe, . EESCY- Information to P}and ghows clearly that the precipitation

F ette Mx undament. ; gf civil war by the fascist military officers was prepared in con-
M. ” days. B junction with the Nazis. The existence of a widespread espion-
wmmg ht: age and provocation organisation in Spain, which all German
. Wﬂffhe . . residents have been forced by terrorigt threats to join, was re-
b '@\Bﬁsban . ' ‘_realed When the papers of Hang Hellemann, chief Nazi organiger

in the ranks of {2 in Spain, were examined after his flight. The German and
“Christianity ” 1. n  Ifalian fascists not only assisted to make the counter-revolu-

dee b a b:'ld w'l + tionary attempt possible, but it is their digpatch of arms to
are the Moorish nrdz Franco's cutthroats that has enabled Franco to protract the
Siitites of C hrigtlj Breel armed struggle against the Republican Government, Franco has
B ey F jra been able to transport reinforcements from the rebel stronghold
: - B'J : in ti.1e Spaq:sh Morocean colony acrogs the water, in German and
in 1934 ad: Italian aerial transports, which enabled the capture of Badajoz
A dest'rr,‘}v ;I;glfthe renewal of the fascist threat to the capital, Madrid,

o v

“tradition: Refusing the non-intervention proposals made by other

pPOWers, delaying their replies to the proposals, the German and
Ttalian fascists utilised this period to arm and equip Franco.
All this assistance to Franco was not given for nothing. Far
/o from it! The price that Franco and his colleagues are prepared
i to the star to pay for this assistance is the handing over to the Nazis and
own ads Italian fascists of Moroccan ports and the Spanish Mediterra-
buries been « nean islands. The fascists do not want these points for the
otic monar« purpose of peaceful commerce, but as naval and military strong-
pith the fascisi points that is, as part of fascism’s preparation for the war which
e ple. Itse it is plotting to loose upon the world. These strong-points are 2

holic Chur menace to both British and French “interests” in the Mediter-
ad its hic: ranean and consequently their passing into the hands of the fas-
cist powers would only aggravate existing antagonisms and iv-
crease the menacé of war. Thus the victory of Franco, supported
by Hitler and Mussolini, would inevitably gtrengthen the forces
making for war and deal a terrible blow at the forces of peace.
The world cannot afford another fascist dictatorship, a fascist
vietory in Spain.

The fascists have intervened, and intervened effectively al-
ready in the Spanish civil war. The “indignation” campaigns
“protests” to the Soviet and Spanish Governments engi-
neered in Herr Goebbels’ propaganda ministry in Berlin, are an
attempt to follow up the arming of the Spanish fascists by armed
military intervention, especially if the working class commence
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UBlum Covernment, against the wishes of the workers of France,

Ithe Soviet Government was not in a position to assist the

' Spanish Government alone. Such assistance from the Soviet
Government would have immediately been seized upon by Hitler

[ for the furtherance of the aims of Nazi Germany for war against
the U.S.8R. Assistance could and should be given by all those

{ governments opposed to Spain being transformed into a Nazi
war base, all those who support a democratic government, not a
terrorist one established against the will of the people by means
of fascist violence. The Communists therefore demand that the
necessary assistance for the purpose of quelling the fascist revolt
should be accorded to the Republican Government of Spain. The
victory of the Spanish anti-fascists would be a victory for
demoecracy in Australia, a victory over war and reaction that
wonld make more secure the position of democracy and peace the
world over.

Therefore the demand of the Australian Labor movement
must be: The embargoes on arms to the Spanish Government
must be raised. The Spanish Government has money, it has
millions of supporters, it needs arms in order to equip its forces
and make doubly sure a victory for the liberty of the Spanish
people and a triumph for world peace and democracy over the
dark forces of fascist reaction.
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The ABC of Dialectical Materialism

By H. SCOTT BENNETT

[Herewith we submit the substance of two interesti

lectures on dialectical materialism delivered by Mr. H. Sc

Bennett at the Friends of the Soviet Union Hall, Sydn
July, 1936.—Editor, C.R.]

LET us first understand in this short introduction to dial
_materialism the sense in which the words describi
phlloso_phy are employed. Among the Ancient Greeks the te
dlalgctxc was used for the purpose of describing their met
of dlsputatm_n. The word in a literal sense really means the
of conversation or argument. But in philosophy it is take:
another sense. As used in philosophy it means that all mot
is p;oduced by contradictions. An outstanding feature of t
Anc1ent_ Greeks’ method of disputation is to be found in tr
emphqsm they laid upon refuti
assertions by bringing out the contradictions involved in h
statements, and they believed that as a result there emerg:
something of a higher nature. The German philosopher, Heg
(177Q-1$31), seized upon the word dialectic and used it as
descriptive term for his system of logic. Hegel laid great stre
upon the part played by contradictions, [t is only, says Heg
because a thing contains a contradiction within itself that

1

It was Karl Marx that
terialist setting.
nroaches it free from preconceived idealist fa‘;f:_.i"’;gne who aryll
sacrifice every idealist fancy which could not he b' ; h e
harmony with the facts conceived in their own ang mtu'g : 11{11(
tastic connection. And materialism means that ;1;11(1 111110?}11"1_‘;]1:
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: + J1S e ter i P i3
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endeavor, the pursuit of ideal aims, so the worcr[nm [ hig!

in phi i “materialism’
in philosophy is frequently made, especially by olets erialism

antists, a synonym for “materialism?” as used in an 1 obscur

an un,

Ipleasant
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ethical sense, as when we speak of a person being “materialisti-
cally minded,” a person lacking all desire for culture, and who
is engrossed in acquiring material comforts. Obviously, between
dialectical materialism and the “materialism” here spoken of
there is no necessary connection.

Reference has been made to the important part played in
dialectical philosophy by contradictions. The term contradic-
tions as used in dialectical materialism is not, of course, to be
confused with contradictions that arise from incorrect thinking
The contradictions are real,
that is, contradictions that manifest themselves in the process
of development, as they are shown in reality. As an illustration
of what is meant when we speak of the part played by the con-
tradictions to be found throughout nature, and also in social
development, we can take the hypothesis that the earth deve-
loped from a fiery mass. But our earth is no longer such a
nebulous body; it has solidified to a very considerable extent.
What brought about the change? The coutradiction in tho
mass (heat—cooling, condensation), and without this cooling
and condensation the earth as we know it could not have come
into existence. Contradictions of this kind are universal, as
has been remarked. Dialectics, then, is the name given to the
contradictions, the union and conflict of opposites and which are
reflected in our consciousness and, it may be added, are reflected
in our consciousness because we are part of the world.

There are three principal laws of dialectics, and they are
usually spoken of as (1) the law of the transition of quantity
into qualirty; (2) the mterpenetration of opposites: and (3) the
negation of the negation. The laws as thus expressed do not
appear to be very inviting, but, as Mark Twain said of classical
music, they are not nearly so bad as they sound. By means of
illustrations we may grasp their significance. Let us take the
law of the transition of quantity into quality and vice versa.
The first illustration can be taken from psychology. The transi-
tion of quantity into quality is seen in the case of a crowd.
Individuals in a crowd act in a different way and manifest differ-
ent qualities as contrasted with their acts and qualities as
individuals. Under the conditions mentioned, an indiylduai is
far more susceptible to suggestion; in a crowd he will at;cept
ideas and rumors as being true that he would not accept if he
were not so situated. We are also familiar with the fact that a
great difference exists between people living in the country as
compared with those living in large cities. We may fake a
further illustration from another science. J. D. Bernal, M'A'f
whose work at Cambridge in connection with the structure o
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metals, water hormones, vitamins, and proteins is wel] |
says that science is learning more and more that specific
tive properties of bodies depend on the number of certain .
internal components. And, he adds, “if an atom can on)
with one other atom the result is a gas. If it can lin
two or three, the result will be a solid of fibrous or plat:
acter. If with four, a hard crystalline solid like a diam
with more than four, a metal.”

It takes a million or more molecules to make a sul
which can be recognised as a solid or liquid; a smaller 1
leads to the qualitatively different colloid state. And in ref
to the change of quality into quantity Adoratsky cites as a1
tration of ne;v quantitative relations coming into effect wi:
appearance of a new quality, the fact that the Co is
in the_U.S_.S.R., thanks to the high quality of c]gs:lcglr}lsltlzliitu-
organisation and discipline no longer represents a small sect
the‘ ‘worker_s, but is able to lead a movement of millions.
quan’filil};?” in the cqurse of time quality was transformed

The law of the interpenetration of opposites imp!
ant part in dJal_ectzca. This interpenetral‘:ﬁ)an diagﬁ:g ?&é%?ldn
Emt.y of opposites. As an illustration of what is meant b

I}mty of opposites,” Lenin took the case of a man named It
Iy e}n. says Len_m,. 18 @ man. Ivan is specific; man is general.
;]n van yhe{h:re in unity, The interpenetration of opposites r
cg na:f; lgm a following instances. In economics production
pa consgm tndmpal:{l a unity of opposites. Without produc:
i ption, and consumption is responsible for product
LnV 8K0 interesting volume, “Marxism and Modern Thoug!
ciliion Bra o Gt e 25 hard and st 1
overtebratos G er Line, he says, between vertebrates

o y
between fish and amphibia, betv(v:':::f:gs allﬁivery day the li

and more fo vanish. Between the reptiles, tend m
Compsognatus and a toothed bird of tﬁ?fame origin, oklﬁ;“; s

intermediary members are wanti ile toothed bi
beaks have been found in both heﬂibh:hréle thige: birds v
interpenetration of opposites as seen in evoiutidu; o
‘Those who are familiar with the writings
r_nember how clearly he shows in “The Comm 7
instance, the unity of opposites in capitalist e
talist class and the working class are indeed
nevertheless comprise within the capitalist syst
however, a unity in a state of contradietion.
tion of oppesites reaches a breaking point and, ip
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v the time when the new situation may be directed to create a new
i and higher social order.

r 1 It should, perhaps, be emphasised that
the unity spoken of in a unity of opposites ig a real unity in the

. sense that it is not merely an interaction but, so to speak, an

inner growth, .
Dialectical materialism recognises that development is not a

i simple continuity. On the contrary it stresses the fact that there

exist mutations, “jumps,” breaks in the process of development.

_In social evolution we cannot have revolution without a prepara-
, tory process of evolution, and evolution must reach a culminat-

ing point when the break, revolution, can no longer be repressed.
The third law, as has been mentioned, is the law of the nega-
tion of the negation. If we had, says the author of “Engels and

" Science” a word to describe how something in the course of its

own inner development can produce something else different and
in some sense opposite to it and which in time comes to replace
it entirely, that word would take the place of negation. Per-
haps the matter may be made clearer by the following illustra-
tions :(—

An egg has been used as an illustration of the meaning of
this law. Within the egg is a germ which, awakening to life
gradually consumes what the egg contains. This negation is
not, however, merely destructive, for it has as its outcome the
development of the germ into a living thing. The negation be-
ing complete, the chick emerges. This represents the negation
of the negation, out of which has arisen something organically
higher than the egg. The negation, be it noted, does not merely
annihilate. y ‘

There are also several illustrations of the law in “Anti-
Duehring,” where in one case it is pointed out that in the normal
life process of a grain of barley, if it falls on suitable soil, under
the influence of heat and moisture it germinates, the grain ceases
to exist, it is negated and in its place appears the plant which
has arizen from it, the negation of the grain. g

The plant grows and once more produces grains of .barley,
but as soon as these have ripened the stalk dies, is in its turn
negated. As a result of this negation of the negatmn:
we have once again the original grain of barley, but
not as a single unit, but ten, twenty, or thirty fold.

In “The Holy Family” and in “Capital” we have instances of
the use made by Marx of the dialectic. In the first named work,
for insiance, Marx points out that the proletariat and capital
are antitheses, i.e., oppositions; contrasts. As such they consti-
tute a whole: both are manifestations of the world_ of private
property. To deseribe them as two sides of a whole is not suffi-
cient. Capital, as capital, is compelled to preserve its own exist-
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at., Capital satisfied in itself is the positive side o
is. The proletariat, on the other hand is obliged, as |,
at, as a class economically dependent upon capital, to ah,
wg, and along with it private property in the means of pro,
tion which malkes it the proletariat. It is a negative side o
antithesis, the internal source of unrest. Within the antith
therefore, the owner of private property is the conservative
the proletarian is the destructive party. From the former
ceeds the action of maintaining the antithesis, from the I.
 the action of destroying it. Capital is continually being d
towards its own dissolution, but only by an unconscious dev:
- ment which is independent of it, and which exists against its
- and is limited by the nature of things; only, that is, by creas
t!le proletariat as proletariat; poverty conscious of its own |
sical and spiritual poverty, and demoralised humanity consci
- of its own demoralisation and consequently striving against
The proletariat fulfils the judgment which capital by the creati

vides a further illustration of the dialectic. “The capitali
method of appropriation, which springs from the capitali
method of production, and therefore of private property, is t!
first negation of individual property based on one’s own lab
But capltahs_t production begets with the inevitability of a na
ural process its own negation. It is the negation of the negation

Let us now by means of recapitulation and additions end:
vor to obtain a further understanding of the subject. In t
first place Dialectical Materialism affirms that there is an obj
tive reality—a real world apart from consciousness and in re;
;o those who argue that we can know nothing of the wo

eyond our sensations, Engels replied that, “before there w:
z;gudx;:entatlon there was action.” And human action had solv
me ﬂi;:ulty long before human ingenuity had invented it. Tru
m:hgags. he correspondence between our judgments and extern
s l'kljl’J ; and the criterion of that correspondence is practic:

KIng. And Marx, in his “Theses on Feuerbach” said: “Th

gll‘lje!‘tim whether objective truth can be attributed to huma

- nking is not a question of theory but a practieal questio:

hisl:;m' tice man must prove the truth . . . the ‘this

malityhmkmgof - The dispute, Marx adds, over the reality and non

i ) thmk:ng which is isolated from pre a purel
3 - ed"l“t“ Ic question. “Matter,” it may be said he n be de
i o g bem!’“’llabever directly or indirectly prody sati

. Commencing, then, with a realistic conception

dialectical materialism affirms that all things a

BHYE T e

along with it its antithesis the working class |
i Not a mechanical movement, however, but a movement caused

| ing the appearance of a unity as shown in our illustrations.
«this development we find continuity and also breaks.

i.rise to a further continuity of movement,

of the proletariat suspends over itself. And in “capital” he pr
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by the interpenetration of opposites, such opposites often present-
In
\ ent ( These
breaks in continuity are an important part of the process, giving
I t | ! Dialectical material-
ism is an essentially revolutionary philosophy which accounts

., in no small measure for its neglect at the hands of official philo-

sophers and scientists.
The outstanding contradiction in capitalist society today is

. that which exists between the proletariat and the capitalist class

and revolution, i.e., the complete transformation of society, is to
be achieved primarily by the workers as the outcome of the class

. struggle. The practical application of dialectical materialism to

society is to be found in a recognition of the fact that in the
“unity of opposites” breaks occur, and when this break is no
longer to be avoided it is by the revolutionary action of the
subject class that this newly created position gives rise to a
higher form of society. Recognising the general iaw of social
development, the real task, said Lenin, is not to invent plans for
the reconstruction of society, not to plead with the capitalists
and their hangers-on to improve the conditions of the workers,
not to plot conspiracies, but to organise the class struggle of the
proletariat and to lead that struggle, the ultimate aim of which
is to win political power for the proletariat and fo organise
Socialist society. The philosophy of Marxism-Leninism is not a
contemplative, armchair philosophy. it not Marx
himself who declared that:

“The philosophers have only interpreted the world in

various ways; the point, however, is to change it”?

For was

[Books consulted in the compilation of the lectures and which
are recommended for further study: “Dialectical Materialism,”
Adoratsky ; “Dialectical Materialism,” Radek; “Anti-Duehring,”
Engels: “Feuerbach,” Engels; “The Positive Outcome of Philo-
sophy,” Dietzgen; “Moscow Dialogues,” Hecker; “Engels and
Science,” Bernal; “Marxism and Modern Thought,” wvarious

dness’ o Writers; “Karl Marx,” Beer; Works of Lenin.]
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The Federal Conference of the Australic
Labor Party

By J. B. MILES

N examination of the press reports of the Federal Confer

of the Australian Labor Party gives rise to comparisons
the reports, discussions, and resolutions of the leading orgar
the Communist Party. :

The A.L.P. president, Mr. J. J. Kenneally (W.A.), sai
conference was one of the most important yet held. This
not only because it is the first conference following the
agreement between the Federal Party and the New South
section, but because of the serious issues which were !
in the agenda and discussions—the menace of war, th
upon liberty, the economic demands of the masses, and the need
to prepare for the Federal elections. Despite this recognilivl
by the president and by the Labor members of the Federu
Parliament, who were present in full force as delegates
visitors, the conclusion one draws is that the issues an‘d tJ.
conference coincided in time and that the main conceri 8 n
yet to understand and have a clear line so as to carty oIl prop
ganda to strengthen the party, but to win the elections.

We Communists hope that the Lyons_(}overnment will
defeated and, while doing our utmost fo bring about that resu
and with our own candidates in the field, realise that this mea
a Labor Government. Nevertheless, merely to win the electio
is not enough. Was not Andrew Fisher Prime Minister wh
a Labor Government was faced with a concrete war issue, a
was not James Scullin Prime Minister when a Labor Governme
was faced with the greatest economic crisis? Merely to win t
elections is to land in the position of completely accepting t
responsibility to carry out capitalist policy as did Figher =
sigee formist Labor Party in the

obably no reformist Labor the
intePnI;sted 13;1 theory than the A.L.P., and thls: __!
aversion to theory reflects itself in the agenda, di
decisions of the A.L.P. Conference. There is
understand why Lyons and Stevens won thg la
do so would be dangerous to reformist illusions
Forgan Smith won the Queensland elect}ons
long ago with arguments about returning pre
evils of Moore, just as Stevens won the N.S.W.
1A P.-U.C.P. with similar arguments, but {
previous N.8.W. Premier, was the Laborite

Tantad
[ecLe

ACAD

i le
Briti:

 content. See the supplement
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attempt to understand the ecomomic changes which enabled
Lyons and Stevens to delude a sufficient number of electors so
that they retained office; to do so would undermine the claims
of the State Labor Premiers, as well as Stevens, that they have
brought betterment, and would undermine the whole A.L.P.
theory about deliberately provoked economic crises and lead on
to the dangerous ground for reformism of the limitations of
parliament and the need to act outside of parliament. This
would lead also to realisation of the need to depend more on
unionism and the actions of the masses than on a Labor Party
majority in parliament.

On the issue of war or peace there was no examination of the
international situation, Australia’s relations with Britain, or
which are the main forces for war and which for peace. The
Federal Conference did not reach the level of the Victorian
“Labor’s Case Against War and Fascism.” Aversion to theory
rather than mere lack of interest is the attitude of the majority
of A.L.P. leaders. The conflicting interests of the States find a

. reflection in the views of the A.L.P. State branches, and any

fundamental discussion on these issues would serve to bring out

the capitulation of the A.L.P. leaders in each State to capitalist

influences and give rise in the minds of the masses to sharper

guestions as to the degree of working-class content in the Labor
arty.

Aversion to theory arises also from fear of self-criticism.
Fundamental discussion is not encouraged by the A.L.P. leaders
because this leads to a recognition of mistakes, to criticism of
those responsible and the demand that they recognise their
errors. On the issue of war, the A.L.P. has not repudiated its
1914 line; on the issue of fascist tendencies the AL.P. has not
openly recognised that the Scullin Government (1929-31) did
not repeal the Transport Act (1928); on the issues of better-
ment for the masses the A.L.P. responsibility for the “Premiers
Plan” is but incidentally recognised, many in N.S.W. still deny-
ing the responsibility of Lang. ;

Space only permits the suggestion that readers make their
own comparison between A.L.P. and C.P. methods and political
to The Workers’ Weekly of August
7 and subsequent numbers for an estimate of our reports and
discussions. The session of the Central Committee of the C.P.
begins with the substantial reports of Comrades Dixon and
Sharkey; the A.L.P., after greetings from the president and

¢ Mr. Curtin, appoints committees, and the first iterrf to be
¢ discussed is a motion “That preferential voting be abolished in
‘all Federal elections.”

This was rejected. Another aspect of
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the contrast is in what happens after a conference or import:,
executive meeting. The C.P. continues to utilise its press, an
encourages discussion in its organisations about the decisions «
its leading organs, reporting also openly to all workers as we
as members. The A.L.P. leaves its decisions to the members «
Parliament, and holds them in the control of the bureaucrac
Since the close of the Adelaide Conference, the Labor Pari
press is almost silent. Whether this is accident or design is
little consequence; the main thing is to realise that Communis
and members of the A.L.P. who understand the need for ma
activity must do what most of the A.L.P. leaders fail to do
encourage discussion in the unions and A.L.P. branches.

In addition to many important programme decisions whi
reflect the change in the mood of the working class, a tende:
is shown by some A.L.P. leaders to recognise the leftward swi
of the masses. Already, in The Westralian Worker of May :
after his visit to the State capitals, Mr. Curtin said: “The
is a big Labor revival taking place. The party has been ill, b
it is recovering and it is full of renewed energy and hope’
President Kenneally recognised that the people are looking
Labor, and he is of the extreme right wing. At the conferenc
Mr. Curtin said, “The stocks of Labor stand higher in Austral
than for years past.” To some extent Mr. Curtin reflects ti:
differentiation in the ranks of the working class, and his te
dency is based on the move to the left and in favor of unit:
This, which was already apparent, is strengthened by the fa
that, after the A.L.P. Conference, Mr. Curtin gave an intervie
to our P?.riiy paper in W.A., The Workers’ Star, in which b
affirms .hls intention to repeal anti-working-class legislation ar
regulations, take steps to make the rich pay, recognise t}
U.S.S.R. and open direct trade with that country, and in foreip
policy to break links which may commit Australia to imperiali
aggression. Hex:e it is not a question of what reliance to plac
upon the intentions of Mr. Curtin. The question whether I
tendency of Mr. Curtin will be strengthened or that of the arc I'
splitter Mr. Fallon, who was nearly president and i . ice
president, will be determined by the degree of unity 1-8' vdcw
the localities and the mass pressure from the xmim'sac &EXQL I
brarl;zhes against the policy of the splitters, = ond 4L

espite the growth of confidence, which is well
outlook of the leaders remains completell;w:efm..b“ed’ thi
forward to an elections victory, to being able to k. cY. 2
sions, but also to a swing of the elections pendulu
in the debates on the Constitution, Curtin, Gray
apart from questions of principle, opposed additig

s- with trade union officials.”

. unions shall have a voice in setting up th ]
' the personnel, nor is there any indication of the value of job
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the Federal Parliament because a future anti-Labor Govern-
ment could use the same powers against the workers In this
there is no recognition of the seriousness of this period and of
the immediate perspectives; the Lahor Party is merely capital-
ism’s alternate government, essentially a defeatest outlook in
these days of capitalist decline, of wars and revolutions. Here
also is reflected the dependence on parliament and the avoidance
of mass activity.

Given the carrying out of the best in the A.L.P. programme,
more and better propaganda, improved organisation, better
unionism, unity in action by the working class and the unity of

. the people for peace, liberty, and betterment, why should we not

see further election victories?: If the enemy in Australia should
react as the Spanish fascists have done, will the Australian
working class not know how to answer? It will if we can get
action outside of parliament, not only in preparation for election
victories but afterwards. Such action will strengthen the
tendency already evident widely among the rank and file and to
be detected in the utterances of Mr. Curtin; and the same action
will defeat the line of Fallon, Lang, Monk & Co., bringing
together in action the Communists, the members of the A.L.P.,
the non-party people, and the unorganised.

On the question of wages, it is not easy to determine, from
the public reports, whether the conference decided on any precise
objective. In the discussions on banking and credit, much was
said about purchasing power and a higher standard of living, In
the Westralian Worker already quoted above, Mr. Curtin also
said, “Labor wholeheartedly endorses a better wage standard,
equality for the sexes. . . .” Conference endorsed equal pay
for the sexes, but there was no discussion as to the responsibility
of the Queensland, Western Australian, and Tasmanian Labor
Governments to give effect to this decision. That being so, it
could not be expected that the Victorian A.L.P. parliamentary
group would be called on to secure results from the Dunstan
Government or withdraw support. The most important short-
coming on the wages issue, as on all other questions directly
affecting the unions, is the total absence of any recognition of
the need to organise the masses except for the elections. For
the purpose of policing awards there was a decision in favor of
“gdequate and efficient personnel and machinery for policing
and enforcing Federal industrial awards and Acts in conj unction
To draw the officials into this work
is good, but there is no indication that it is intended that the
the machinery or choosing
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committees for this purpose. There is the same weakneg
the attitude to tariffs. Here the A.L.P. expects to be ahl
juggle with tariffs so as to influence the standard of living .
through prices, but through wages in relation to tariffs; no
tection for industries which pay low wages, high tariffs for |
wages. It will be a serious mistake if the unions place an;
liance on such methods. - Without repudiating the possibilit
exercise some degree of control as intended by the A.L.P., t
policy will fail without mass action to support it.

The difference in outlook between those in office and thos
‘opposition was brought out sharply in the debate on hours.
committee report proposed to request the Queensland, W
and Tasmanian Governments to endorse legislation to im;
ment the 40-hour week and to request the Vietorian branch
prevail on the Victorian Government to adopt a similar cour
Hynes (Q,) and Kenneally (W.A.) opposed this part of the
commendation. Bryan (Brisbane T. and L.C.), Makin and Y=
(S.A.), Graves and Martin (N.S.W.) were in favor. A part
the recommendation became a motion which was adopted ;
request the governments of Australia to legislate the 40-h
week and that representatives of Labor governments at
coming Premiers’ Conference he requested to urge the adopt
of a 40-hour week. Not only was there no discussion abou
campaign or how to assist the campaigns of the unions, th
was capitulation fo the Labor governments now acting as 1
executives of capital and only mild requests. Again it is cl
that mass action is the major question of policy, but it wo
be wrong to repudiate the A I.P. because it does not recogn
this T;{he let:;ders must be made to feel it. 7

. ~he national insurance decisions call for serio imr
diate attention by the unions and all workers. m“”;:ﬂﬁr Pa
1% ready to legislate such a scheme as will be recommended
the visiting experts and acceptable to the employers, Howe:
;naitigh.the Labor members of the Federal House may modify
B itis significant that the conference decided to on
ributory scheme in connection with invalid z
sions. A good decision in itself, but why the
(_)pp'?mtlop to contributions from workers for g
ity? This can only mean that the A.L.P, le
favor of national insurance for sickness, acei
employment, intend to approve a contributory

h‘ﬁany ‘employgrs and leaders of capitali
playing with the idea of social insurance.

- drew Fisher abhor war?
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In other words, while the workers are employed, and always those
who have jobs are to pay from their small wages, and the A.L.P_

- leaders intend to accept the contributory method except for pen-
 sions. The demand of the unions and the unemployed organisa-

tions, the lead given by the Communists must be pressed go that
the A.L.P. members either in opposition or in office will do their

. utmost to make the rich pay.

The campaign conducted by the unions, the Committees for
Defence of Democratic Rights and the Communist Party, a cam-
paign supported by many A.L.P. branches and by leading mem-

.bers of the Labor Party, is reflected in the decisions to repeal
the obnoxious sections of the Crimes Act and to repeal the Trans-
port Act. This attitude is strengthened by the emphatic declara-

tions of Mr. Curtin in the interview mentioned above, when he
also declared for the removal of postal and customs restric-
tions on militant newspapers and on working-class books. This
is good so far as it goes, but there can be no slackening of
activity if there is to be a Labor Government and the repeal of
reactionary laws. On the contrary, mass action now and after
the elections is essential to ensure that Lahor Party leader Curtin
and his fellow-members will respond to the interests of the people
and not to capital and its agents, the splitters of the Labor move-
ment. ;
The decisions of conference on the issue of war or peace pro-
vide the least to seize upon for unity in action in defence of peace,
This is emphasised by the estimate of the daily papers, many of
which regard the A.LP. defence proposals as satisfactory.
Messrs. Fallon, Lang, Monk and Co., The Worker, Labor Daily
and Labor Call, who so often try to mislead the workers with
lies about a unity between Communists and Nationalists against
the A.L.P., should be asked to explain why their “defence” pro-
posals meet with U.A.P. approval. Whatever the splitters’ an-
swer may be, the facts are that Australia is now committed to
British Imperialist policy and the A.L.P. conference did not de-
cide to repudiate this policy; it did not decide to publish the
agreements or understandings entered into between Lyrm_s and
Baldwin, Lyons and Sir Maurice Hankey. The st_rengthenmg’ of
Australian armaments today is not with the object of making
Australia independent of British “protection” and capable of
self-defence, but with the object of participating in defence of
British Empire interests; in other words, to defend gntlsh colo-
nial exploitation and to gain more colonies as in the “war to end
war-” .
Conference expressed its abhorrence of war, but did not An-
Abhorrence of fascism was also ex-

i B
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pressed, but on this issue there was at least something con
on the Crimes Act, Transport Act, customs and postal re.
tions. The decigion “to constantly endeavor to establish .
maintain friendly relations with other nations” is an advanc
the N.S.W. AL.P. position of neutrality and complete isolal
Mr, Curtin has shown that in this connection he includes |
U.S.S.R., which is also an advance on The Labor Daily, 1
skyist slander campaign. While abhorring war and fascism, /|
A.L.P. failed to distinguish the chief instigators of war, the |
cist powers, and failed to recognise the peace policy of !
U.S.5.R. In place of collective security, to keep Australia out
war by keeping war out the world, the A.L.P. is committed !
Empire security. The decisions to further exploit Australi:

natural resources for defence purposes may provide more wor

for the unemployed, but in the general setting of today and th
A.L.P. defence policy, these decisions are very like the self-suf
ciency practice of other capitalist nations—especially the fasc
pPOWers,

State control of munitions and the aim “to take the profit «
of war” will be capable of even a partial application only il
Labor government will also decide to abolish all commer:
secrets within its power and make public its foreign relatio
It will also be necessary to comb out of the forces and the ci
service all anti-Labor and pro-fascist elements, give full ci
rights to the members of the forces and to deliberately instit:
educational discussions in the forces on what constitutes an
gressor, what is defence, and what should be the attitude
Australian democracy to probable and possible wars,

More sharply than on any other issue the conference appro:

to the war menace and its decisions serve to emphasise t
supreme importance of the independent action of the worki
class in defence of peace. : i

The question of unity received much, tho
quate, attention, in the references to the set
flict between N.S.W. and the Federal Party
of several N.8.W. individuals, some exclude
culties, and other cases arising from the 7
tion. Mr. Curtin said “every vestige of dis
Federal Parliament was concerned—had
this is so, why did he not seek to use the influe
in Victoria and N.S.W. against the splitters on
Blackburn and J. S. Garden? Mr. Keller saic
established in N.8.W.” No doubt he means
but one A.L.P. in N.S.W., nevertheless, the ]
is split from end to end and Keller iz in the
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aplitting process. The leftward trend, partly realised by Mr.
Curtin, is being resisted most bitterly in N.S.W. by the Lang
executive, which is manoeuvring to increage its organisational
hold (Lang’s bureaucratic powers, 2KY, and The Labor Daily
directorate) to minimize the power of the rank and file,

Despite the efforts to gloss over the facts, there ig not unity
in the A.L.P., and the conference made no contribution to work-
ing-clags unity. Only incidentally was there mention of the
Communist Party, and then only to maintain the splitting policy,
such as the fear lest The Workers’ Weekly enter the conference
if there was a decision to admit the whole press.

Myr. Kenneally ig not blind to the facts—he was recently de-
feated in East Perth by a “left” demagogue, who played upon
the mass digcontent with the Labor Government of which Ken-
neally had been a minister. He said, “If we can’t compose our
differences and so act as to constitute a party to appeal to the
people, we will be swept away, and others will take our place.”

Conference handled the evidences of disunity which came
before it in a feeble way, showing that the Federation is not a
united party, but only a loose grouping liable to break up if the
geparate State views and interests are brought into sharp dis-
cussion. All appeals were referred back to the States and the
N.S.W. developments were not discussed.

Unless the N.S.W. split can be overcome in time it is bound
to minimise the possibility of success in the Federal elections.
At the same time it must be realised that no settlement is desir-
able which would mean capitulation to the Lang executive. These
are the people who must be swept away along }vith the aplitters
in all States, so that, not only will A.L.P. unity become a real
unity for the fight against capitalism, but that unity between
the Labor Party and Communist Party may be realised. At first
1 action to defeat the Lyons Government of poverty, war and
reaction; later, as we get to know each other better, in action
on all questions affecting the mass of the people. To work to-
gether for common aims will bring to the A.L.P. members the
benefit of Communist theoretical training and lead to an H.Je”'
logical unity in the A.L.P. ranks approaching that in the (_,_P:,
where there is the widest discussion, and at the same time 2
unity never yet achieved by the A.L.P.

Wity ) advance
Affiliation of the C.P. to the A.L.P. would do much to ac

the interests of the masses and to unify the A.L.P., at t};“ “]’:“SE

time preparing the way for a fundamentally clags outloo
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essentials in the A.L.P. ranks, and for a united working ..

party for the struggle to end the power of capital, establi. ,

class government of the workers to suppress all counter-revl
tionary opposition and go forward to the building of Sociali

The Next Tasks of the Australian Communists
By S. MASON

SINCE the Seventh World Congress the Australian Communist

Party has continued its march forward. It has won further
leading and minor pogitions in the trade unions, connecting itself
SFI!I more decisively with the mass labor movement. It has par-
tlczpatet} in the leadership of big strikes and other mass actions.
In varying degrees it has reached agreement with Labor Party
organisations for the conduct of local municipal elections. In
South Australia it is united with the Labor Party in a struggle
for the maintenance of peace. It has brought into being a mass
movement in defence of democratic liberties, extending right
throughout the continent.

But these successes are only the beginning of the fulfilment
of its immediate tasks. The Australian Communists have by no
means achieved the broadest possible united front. Neither can
we be satisfied with the results achieved in mobilising the pro-
gressive elements outside the working class.

Too many comrades still put the question: proletarian revo-
lution versus war, Soviet power versus bourgeois democracy.
Such a conception of our immediate tasks must of necessity nar-
row the forces which can be brought into the immediate struggle.
The question for us at the present moment is not proletarian re-
volution versus war, but peace or war; not Soviet power versus
bourgeois democracy, but bourgeois democracy and its extension
or the limitation of bourgeois democracy and fascism. True, the
only final guarantee against the wars of imperialism is prole-
tarian revolution in at least the biggest imperialist countries and
the only guarantee against fascism is Soviet power, but this is
not the point at the moment. What we are concerned with is
what are the immediate issues. A correct conception of the
latter are of fundamental importance for the success of the
broadest possible united action.

The overwhelming majority of Australian people desire peace
and can be won to fight for it. But these same people are not
yet all desirous or prepared to fight for proletarian revolution.
‘And the thing to remember is that if these forces for peace are
mobilised, nationally and internationally, war is not inevitable.

Similarly with bourgeois democracy and fascism. It must be
kept firmly in mind that not only rank and file people, but Labor
leaders and other influential persons can be won to fight for the

In present

maintenance of peace and bourgeois democracy.



- .

= .
THE COMMUNIST REVIEW Beptember, |

g;?;ttm it is utopian to imagine that a successful strugy|
mpomm w:‘n be organised, when the forces which wou ),
i s uct such a stru' ggle have not yet been orpur,

0 or peace and bourgeois democracy. With our imm«
aims clarified we can go forward more boldly and confident)

The reacti governments
fying magmﬂmqu_ the onary are inte;
p e > living standards and democratic rights. |
- necessary qno_télthe seamen, the mining, meta] and .
n f‘lmmaxtrm&“f together with the attempt to declare our Party illes
e nﬂmtheiramtmood, I:hmm becoming ever more

i 1 : to showing an ever-i sing
desire for united action, also expresses a keen desire for the
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Infaceofthismoodthema‘-P;lrtheadmhipisgi'
8 givin -

support to many strikes and calling

htﬂ.:m governments a:ndthe,electinmf:fr e
same time the Labor Party is making many promisss

Slected to office; particularly does this apply fo the New Sou:
s branch. It is very important - New Sou

defeat 2
of the rez
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gonomic struggle and be a decided check to the re

f the Australian finance capitalists e e

» Which are leading to

m now on the centre of all of our campaigns
demands and democratic libertics must be +
ing Labor governments. NI s
her, in every by-election and in municipal electi
8 forces must lead the way to the rIr:f:j,::_J ri??ly‘ :t;j,;:?,};?p
idates. Reactirmary candidates must be ](g‘:pf: r,;)?“’;; fhi
ents and municipal eouncils and workers’ re nr‘-.?.f:’rltati‘:rf-‘;
,evell thmlgh.the Communists may disagree with these
kers’ representatives on some questions.
'Of eourse, this is not merely an electoral question, but a part
ml_r whole pOl](_'}' :tf) hll_]]r] the united front struggle against
etion. Such a policy will break down many barriers between
Communist and Labor Party workers, create new enthusiasm
f the day-to-day struggle and help raise it to a higher level.
3 Whel} immediately faced with an election, the Communist Party
will seriously consider the raising of finances to help conduct a
suecessful election campaign. At the same time the Party, if
mmable to reach agreement with the Labor Party leadership, will
eollect funds to stage its own independent campaign in support
of the Labor Party. It is in the workshops and trade unions that
the Communists will mainly rally financial support for the Labor
Party. But in return for this support the Communist trade union
and workshop leaders will demand guarantees on behalf of the
workers from the Labor Party. When working for the election
of Labor Governments today, we have in mind the growing strike
wave and desire for united action. We have in mind the develop-
ment of this united action to the point where it sweeps the reac-
tionary governments from office and carries into office, on the
crest of its wave, a Labor government, a government which on
election will give further impetus to the continued offensive of
the workers.

The Communist Party does not expect the Labor Party to g0
forward with a Communist programme, but 2 broad fighting
programme, which all workers, small and middle farmers, city
middle-class and other progressive elements will support—a real
popular people’s front programme o which our Party must make
its contribution.

Because the Communist Party sincerely desires to see the
Labor Party strengthened as 2 fighting force we will bend every
effort to secure our affiliation to the Labor Party. The Com-
munists will answer with their positive policy and activity every

relating to
he election
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tnlla will not be involved; therefore, in relation to the
nger, 8o long as the official Labor Party policy is “neut
nd splendid igolation,” and so long as ”,;P I} o ry' ];’, I11wu -
b refuses to recognise that if Australia is 1q e keot oo
ar must be kept out of the world and 0;]-; :r i‘ pt out of
- L of the Pacific
eular, there can be no basis for unity on this question and
arty must intensify its campaign :1;};1““4 ”;p f:a_:-u-jml P 1‘
e militarist instigators of war, and those elements i
a and Britain who give direct or indirect h“li.lllb;il;i Ih jlﬁmﬂ
instigators, with the aim of winning the llui,ur jlan:yd:,.;y-,;j
four position. And this is by no means impossible, Large
dong of the Labor Party are in disagreement with the official
don, both as between State branches and within the latter,
er, whilst not deserting its original neutrality position, the
Pal’t;(’ lead'f:rship took quite a different attitude to the
dand issue in comparison wih the Italian aggression in
inia. On the Rhineland issue there was expressed Opposi-
to Hiﬂei:'s aggression and the previous slanders of the Com-
68 as “imperialist war-mongers” was absent, whilst on &
ple of occasions in The Labor Daily the role of the Soviet
on as a force for peace was admitted. The Labor Party lead-
ip is becoming uneasy and uncertain as to where its policy
“neutrality and splendid isolation” is leading it
. On the other hand, the reactionary Federal Government is
1 open enemy of peace, As a junior pariner of British imperial-
it has helped Hitler to pursue his aggressive, warmongering
Bo it is clear that this government must be defeated,
Further, our Party, by boldly supporting the election of Labor
nts, will under no circumstances tail behind the Labor
irty. We are a vanguard party, and as such will by indepen-
dent activity lead the campaigns {or such elections. N;:ither does
our policy mean that we will cease endeavoring to have Com-
munists elected to parliaments and municipal councils. We will
endeavor to reach agreement with the Labor Party whereby Com-
km! will not be opposed by Labor Party candidates, If tilll'_s
not ible we may decide to stand a few Communist candi-
dates iflo:;position to Labor Party candidates, but only on occa-
sions where we have a chance of success and where a split vote
will not allow the election of a reactionary candidate, i
On such oceasions it will be necessary seriously to consi
who the Labor Party candidate is, and when we decide to put
forward our i-depengent candidate, our election campaign must
be dominated by a positive policy, so that the workers will under-
#tand why we support the election of a Labor government while
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at the same time putting forward a few or even one Communiy
m%'di:}?ihese tasks being fulfilled, the Australian -Labur mov:
ment will strengthen. New forces will be drawn into politi
life. The Labor Party will grow, which will be a good thing,
such strengthening deals a blow at rea.ctm!}. The Commuy
Party will grow at a pace unheard of previously. The unit
fighting forces of the workers and middle classes _wﬂl be weld
in opposition to finance capital, in defence of living standar
democratic liberties and peace.

er, 1936 THE COMMUNIST REVIEW Page o1
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Marxism and Art
By LUNACHARSKY

AGGORDING to Marxism as a theory of the development of

human society, art is a definite superstructure upon the
mutual relations between men engaged in productive Processes,
re]atit_)l}s W_hich are themselves determined by the forms of labor
prgvalllng in a given period. Art appears as a superstructure on
this economic foundation in two ways: first as part of industry
itself, and secondly as an ideology.

Art has played an important role in the life of humanity,
from the most primitive times until the present, as a specific
tendency in the whole of human production. Perhaps nothing
can be found among the products of human labor where every
detail—such as color, form, etc., is dictated exclusively by utili-
tarian motives. If we take any object, be it a book or a building,
a cup or a lamp-post, and consider its basic outlines, it will be
seen that these outlines cannot be explained merely on the
grounds of usefulness. Harmonious proportions without doubt
eyoke pleasure in the spectator, regardless of utility. This is the
simplest aspect of the question; put, even on a more complicated
seale, it is impossible to find any human product which does not
bear some trace of the desire to beautify—to polish, glaze and
color objects of use. It is clear that man has a powerful ten-
dency to combine in the products he creates not only purely utili-
tarian aspects, but also aesthetic ones. In the long run this ten-
dency is connected with our senses. We know that there ‘are
pleasant and unpleasant sounds and colors. Man always attempts
to make his productions pleasant, attractive, interesting.

Naturally, aesthetic taste varies from people to people, from
period to period. One of the most interesting tasks would be to
investigate the roots of all the different styles in art. Why, for
example, Chinese art, which evokes such pleasure, is so different
from Greek art. It would be interesting to analyse the evolution
of French furniture, to discover why the pomp of Louis XIV.
develops into the solid severity of the Louis XVI. style; then the
graceful austerity of the revolutionary style; then into the har-
monious diseipline of the imposing Empire style. Only Marxism
can discover the true causes of the endless variety of style in
art. But for this purpose Marxism must investigate not only the
social order of a given period, and the traditions of preceding
periods, but also the prevailing technical equipment. 3
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fstematic v, e8 play the dominant role in the evolution of

deny the importance of ideologies, When
te their legal systems, their religions, their
morals, their art, they are not wasting energy.
on of reality in various mirrors. Thege reflec-
become gocial forces; they become banners and
which the social class gathers, with the aid of
its enemies and recruits among them its agents

prominent role among the ideologies. To a cer-
18 the organiser of gocial thought. In itself it is
m for apprehending reality. Science, which seeks
ate and objective, helps us to apprr-hcnd reality in
> But geientific knowledge is abstract ; it says nothing
motion. In order to understand any 4hpprt of reality
it is not enough to have merely an intellectual concept
algo necesgary to have an emotional attitude towards
attitude finds expression in ethics and aesthetics, It is
for instance, to know stvathmg about the Russian
from statistical reports; but it is quite another matter
! acqua.mted with the Russian peasants through the

‘a2 novelist like Uspensky.

through it;
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i evolved |
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and equal power when they went there.” While,
s t'he peo_ple were “living at a standard of general
“highest in all past history,” and “in facilities for
e upward rungs of every ladder in every walk of life,
‘was not only the ‘Paradise of the working-man,’ but
tly had uttered democracy’s last word” (p. 5). So, says
Australian Socialism had no origins—there was no
t, there was no necessity for it. It “sprang full-armed
s brain of one man—William Lane” (p. 6).
‘of course, St. Ledger is mistaken. The basis of Social-
3 here—in the conditions of life, the poverty, the sweat-
- increasing exploitation of labor—none of which the
ox had been able to better or to abolish. The ’eighties
eties, too, were decades in which the workers in the older
s were awakening—politically and industrially. Labor
list parties were being formed. In England, the new
sm with its militancy and policy of struggle was super-
the respectable, benefit-society unionism of the ’fifties,
s and ’seventies (e.g., the Dockers’ Strike, 1889). In
the workers had inaugurated May Day—itself a challenge,
cognised as a challenge, to capitalism’s existence—and
i In Europe, Marx and Engels had
ysed the old society and showed the way to the new; In
A. Bellamy had attempted to picture the new. All this had
influence on Australia. Lane was merely one of the vessels,
it a most important one, to bring and pour the theoretical yeast
from the old world into the flaccid social mass in the new, to
leaven it and give it shape. :
i t Ledger, “had uttered democracy's last
worﬁ,l;" Sg,;af‘lhiét??ﬁ!SThis isgwhat the Melbourne Age (10/4/'22)

said of the period:
“Thirty years ago the
Sweating was then an evl
were low. Hours of labor w
and opportunity was an unrea

Au?;;si‘:'lta;r t::;s back from 1922 brings us to 1892. Eight years
before (March, 1884) the Royal Commission on Working-class
Conditions a.pi)ointed by the Victorian Government, repolrted
% f?lnogﬁi:]dren of eight and nine years of age are employed in

our factories. 30
«9 Many have never seen the inside of a school.

«g  These children are worked ten and twelve hours per day.

he workers’ lot was hard and cheerless.
| that flourished in the land. Wages
ere tedious. - Equality of social place
lised ideal. We had a Europe in
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would be proportionately equivalent to ou

s of 40,000 or 50,000 in the Sydney of todgyr!
 did work worked long hours. Butchers’ hours
six days a week—a 102-hour week! (S.M.H.,
butchers’ shops were opened on Sunday mor-

cundif,ions were worse. With bad food, heavy
work, inhuman sleeping accommodation, high
'bbught at the stations, the shearer was little
‘slave. And in the off season he had to seek em-
here—seek but not always find.

g St, Ledger, was democracy’s last word!

! v had many more words to say
ng to say them—the awakening democracy of
workers, as well as the “democracy’’ of the Parkes
fiths, which disguised the actual dictatorship of
es and Labor Councils were set up. Inter-colonial
resses were held. The ‘eighties were a decade of
struggles—and of naked class struggles: Parkes’
guns guarding scabs in Newcastle and police and
ction all over Australia!

inadequately sketched, was the packground of Socialism
lia, and of Lane, did have a background.

‘was influenced—was saturated with the socialistic
new his Marx. He pub-

ellamy’s “Looking rial form, commen-
; the very first issue of The Worker. His imagination
otured also by the communal settlements and Commamst
nents that had been made in Ameril(;a (h: h{?d 'llllvui thgle)
: ted the establishment of Vi age settle-
e e went to South America.

8 i pefore h : 1
r Queensland L i his ability as a writer and his

too. Socialism

| B i f his enthusiasm,
» .M e e;cn;)sel:-gjgality Lane soon gathered round him a group of
e and ‘‘succee o R establishing the best org”amsed
Australia and probably in the world. ((?t'
e-

.' -mmlzgd it is rep
| SMH, 18/12/59). PLE
g il
> vear, there were 3000
. £rom unemployed men for
work. And the e
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in Sydney :
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ich ; not apply , i ling
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o
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er, wrote his series, “Brishane Saturday
portrayed the life of various sections of the

historians and sociologists this series will
rtoon at the time of the centenary celebrations
harp note of contrast with the jingoistic boast-
I celebrants. It showed Justice drawing a curtain
\ Australian history. The caption reads: “For
e our past.” It was a paper such as it described
 newspaper—racy of the soil.”

nion was desired by William Lane. Capitalism,
Was the enemy—and unity could defeat it. The
The Worker (which made its first appearance, as
Journal of Associated Workers of Queensland,”
1890) was: “Socialism in our Time.” In one of the
s, Lane outlined the plan for capturing the Queens-
nt. It was his disillusionment with the Parliamen-

‘er he had worked so hard to make Labor representa-
d him to make the ex-

Jiament possible, that partly led e
f a new Communist gettlement in Sout}; in;)er:c;l._ St.
| i te the character of Labor Aumis-
Is a story to illustrate o o

going outback to their constituen -
: ived home In badly-cut sac suits.
o e ters met them on the station——

associates and supporters ; ;
he Labor Ministers were still _Labm‘ ‘r‘nen. ,t,htie‘_vL had ng:
—_they were still «Jack” or “Bill” or Tom. ??{e t“hk:
ilt that way,” says St. Ledger, “and because of thal he

- L} 2‘)) 2
. >~ party which he created” (p. 22
Ppressed by the very “?:zxgctl}' typical of the whole pub-

i t. Ledger, t ! :
11‘.81;)(;1: ’os%af]?eSLabor representatives to Pa‘l'l_lﬂn’)lelillt‘. m(lr;l ttﬁ;
orm he is the raging lion of drasti¢ reform; cllnt{]m ;:ment e
a mixt £ the sucking-dove in debate and the serpent
oot for is predicates are all couched in tne
B sl o ptlf_:’t‘[fol_m l:]’qa:ilil'lment they are all confined to the
gorical imperative; 1N el ;
hjunctive indefinite future.” ) sl
, 1890 strike will have 1d o :
o T}'le StOf{Y ]C:}f :f\'llehli?e to state _that Lane put hoc}fy tﬁndd;zl:_[
e e tr er rle and afterwards into the defence © ed £
s th'e i u'lfg’f‘o raise funds for the latt-er,’}‘le wrote fﬂ}l}ﬂ p'led
Neh pI‘lSOI‘le} ‘]‘ fhe Workingman’s Paradise. .But he bewal ;
ke no‘;-lc uffering of strikes. His altgrnat1\re was a fed?ra}-
t]'le e Twhich would present an ultlm_atum tp all emp 0*‘?
tion of unions o AR by

ers on a given day d the “Slate” proposal.
71890, he put forwar e )

wanted. In July, 1890, were to prepare “clates” of claims.
and employees tedives of emplogs

All unions
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; as the mere existence of .
but dynamically as th,

. i e that italism is heuﬂl_u_aandbrutal. It is trug
also“gl; tizr:uits devé%gment it has produced creatures well-niy/
as heartless and brutal as itself, creatures who care little mo.
than it does itself for human flesh and blood, for the moaniny
men and the weeping of women, who only live to make profit a;
whose only pleasure is that which tastes of gold. Yet these cre.
tures are but the product of the 3
duces them as it produces likewise thieves and prostitutes; the:
are as guiltless as the black snake is or the centipede; they a:
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cause of our brutal ignorance, permit to exist. Let conditic
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e rent-robber all would -
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as the thief and the prostitute and the
If conditions were but favorable we
brother-men and sister-women ing harmoniously
each endeavouring to do his best . . . It is conditions
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(Brisbane), April, 1890.
As a result of such an outlook he put
“In one year,” he said, “a people’
land workers more justice than
parliaments in a generation.”
disappointed by the defeats on the ind:
the utopian tinge to his social philosop
out of the impasse to which he had heen |
he chose was not that of re-forging the b
ism and industrial action, nor that of fij
Labor politicians for the eontrol of the
machine, which he did so much to create,
with good intentions—to found 2 new world.
Noah. The old world was dead. He and his
survivors set sail on July 16, 1893. The new A
of land given to them by the Government of
they founded their “New Australia ”
“New Australia” and its offshoot,
munist experiments and many
But the real cause lies in the
of the attempt. It is quite possible for a g
themselves from the world and live a communal
done. But its suceess depends to the greater ext
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cialised almost "{' G:A:(-n after the geizure Uj; wu.n'ﬁi antif {fie S8
nism canf}ut r;.-'Jr,n (!r :_m’t]-n'o becomes au-t”md.“!,;;nan A reany
dustrial life Gf}d .;”’a:":d R e

e has cease

for existence

B avaolldV WAaSs
h{:égo the trip to Pdrd:{jf;,.g :
f want here to quote &%

le unt

i ard in history!
a8 at backward in his 44
riti "rirr"'-' of the project that were
: ”'I'ht: first is from The Re-

; th ver _ : g b
ished at the time, hoth : r‘ in Sydney d‘ the time
publighe Anarchist paper pub o o Anavehist:
an AnAn-=esy A AT we, the
"03‘}! afli‘.' written by 4. A s ey
probaniy “«NEW ALS1R . First, a number of

1w much that 18 1D + aving but & passing
“Here we have T - are giving wjj;p-_.l
i join 2 they run after
g fo J tance ¥ o g fte:
E .ﬂ!l}‘o:n ANCE s : ; A of s e
B Next, dev f;.-’j: o ] '. ’ manuj’w;turr:} in
P19 .nd his promise 0l his
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stead of recognisi it i : :
in their recopnising that It is an Aers oL XL or helr ideals
having to do duty for their initiative he drops 'pt i once
gf forgetting that their personal needs and gugbgeih; eas‘;ybcl-m._
agis of operations, and aims rather t ust be the
i o make them i
meire drama of society. Then influence becomes fulors in
authority, and they blame Lane on finding themsel R v ted
o B0 e Revolt, May, 1893.) i P
~ The other is from the pen of no le
2 - 38 a pel
gt W republished in the L et i
.ﬁ‘%rheag Anarchist said: of The Revolt.
he fact that men and-
what it i women, Who have :
SeIr lt‘ﬁaﬁgifglilpeéled to migrate from it spr::lf evﬁltllr? g
T the dung that renders it prod g
o el ets of civilisation which render it Valprf)l uctive,
et I Neir K‘ a true picture of modern capitaliu: e—and
ool Sl el e e
; who r ely
has v;c;t]b;etﬁmsght e ‘m’ﬁiﬂrxﬂ the battle which
. at we can leave New Al : :
_ But Lane hi ustralia.
in 1893. ‘What“fiﬂf ?af) dead! The old militant Lane ki
i zealot. What came ‘i}a{?ﬁgu? v;{as_a dreamer, an egt%lsusil;}:td
ane that o Australia w . ’
U S e, o o o Tonger » Soeait—
e I : ' itor of gt
e el Tane o et e i o
his son was sacrificed e middle of the Gr o Lo
Skinh ced on behalf of th eat Wa_.r, in which
Simgly 1:3::3111%?:?}? enousgal twe;t;m;}:m]‘gsnt]sh R alism
of “Brisbane’s Sgturgaﬁaﬁ?g%ft The Boomerang lz)effoﬁ' WLEtk us
And the messa, s”—the man with & vi snsCY,
: ge of that m; - ! a vision!
B e o5 fasion rngR ] with
only political acti :
the competiti on Labor can take is di
will notpggg;:et Ei"}" stem, and openly commaé‘:cé dlrectly_to attack
few of the mealnscz‘lr’ﬁtahgm. that is, the pﬁ\?agzl?gﬁgn which
Wora];er (7/8/°91). ereby all must live, is no ing b%h Z.
“Togeth BE—
R rgeof ei’ {ou_ are all powerful, workers
be free men axﬁ pilis, Wm:k_em of the world Toogfeﬂq“mﬂhnd,
L e women, citizens of a free land €r you can
cruve from a fellow.man permission lo cam 2 e needin
g somebody else richer; earn a bare livi g to
ness of unempl richer; never needing to fi “ by
s oyment; never needing to shrink eel the bitter-
you love may want.” (To be Cﬁhtinuaeh )ﬂle-' ey
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Palestine in Uproar

By MAX ZIMMERING

now the heroic insurrection of the Arab
or over two months a whole
atrike against its im-

Y over two months

seople has been proceeding. F
yple has been in almost comp

ist exploiters and their Zionist allies. Almeost no day passes

ithout news of bloody collisions between the native Arab in-

abitants on the one hand and the British and Zionist military

Despite all the measures of re-

- ction of the Arab demands

t of the London negotiations, the

5 of dying down and insists now,

ags before, upon its rights.
& Palestine, which wag eonquere
| Pritish forees,_with the assistance of a Jewish volunteer army,

" was formerly 1n the possession of the Turks. When the world
o its conquerors as mandated

\ was redivided after the war, it fell t

~ territory. For the British Empire, Palestine means not only an

. important strategical pasis for the domination of the East but

also an approach to peing sent across

the desert to Haifa through a p1

1935 and which is indispensable to British imperialism 1N the

event of war: without adequat il there can be 1o
the most important, perhaps

Iraq oil is therefore one of } :
i th for British imperialism
i certain

d during the world war by the

in case of war. r
influential Jewish circles,
steadily increasing dange

ernment jgsued the famous Declaration, opening Pales-

tine for Jewish colonisation. British impel_*ialism promised it-
gelf, not without reason, 2 strengthening of its hold on Palestine
in this fashion, whilgt many Jews, ruine by the crisis and per-
secuted on account of their race, pelieved that at last they had
found a national home, 0%, as t
ists put it, “an internationally recognisel
home.” Necessity often blinds its victims to :fac'tors they wou

i d the Zionist Jews refusqd

therwise rec nickly enou h, an ;
4 L 1c_k o o jsing an area il
by native

to recogmise the imposmbility of peac
itself small and barren and occupied to the last acre
Arab inhabitants, very many of whom were themselves land-
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y peasants, Palestine is a country of
of which e
the half is mountainous land which g;rﬁ;(,?lr g

and the Zionists. The felaheen, who are for the
By leaseholders, were comm pelled to observe the Ardb

g selling the land they, the Felaheen, had cultiv
n hundreds of years, to the Zionist land gpeculators
gus prices. Mostly the British police had to interfere
he landless leaseholders from the land and make pos-
gettlement of the new Jewish colonists. However, this
threatened to extend to greater proportions, and every

s insurrections and bloody collisions took place. E
and in

years have passed since the end of the world war,
comparatively short period the Arabs have revolted five

trated their hostility to
merable

Although the Arabs clearly demons
s omist colonisation in their country, and, although innu
Fnnocent Jews, mish by the Zionist leaders, Were ficed on
the altar of Zionism, the leaders of Zionism refused to
their imperialist course. The Zionist leaders were not

iating the Arab felaheen, but they also conducted

Thanks to the Balfour Declaration
et wihic ioes & WANIRROS by resivicd 1 .
native Arab population, the z-w ist was justly resisted by th.
bound to the chariot of British imperiali B e Deginnin
Mwmmmmmem fension betvcc:
'wyThebmi!!. : : present from th.
MLMMWM Mﬂm 1932 was not ver:
ment of enormous sums, the Zionists . Despite the inves:
the Jewish population i z did not succeed in rzi:
according to Zionist = o Eneting S . 200,000 R Eve:
in the towns and their mm per cent. of these people g
Fos ﬁmthatwmmaﬂ:wm Was not. much 1
i In short periods of pro--

perity the immigration
of oo 3l 13 figures rose, but in ;
the disturbances e mﬂ‘e emigration m""’"]‘,';]"gg o with expropris
tries outside of Palestine mmdﬁ. ists in *h m,g an aggressive struggle against the Arab workers. This struggle
account of the fact that the Jewish also very Mmar’,{' 8 s conducted under the slogan “Kibbusch Avodah,” meaning t
of the Jewish intelligentsia tended g yo and 2 g, o Svinning of all work for the Jews by the Histadruth, the yeneral
wards the revolutionary - : ﬂm,ﬁms? 4 organisation of Zionist trade gnions, which also numbers em-
aecession of Hitler to power in -movement. [t iy the | ployers amongst its members, and which occiipies & monopolist tl
new lease of life. Owing to the | gave Zl::ﬁ e position on the Jewish labor market in Palestine. Apart from 4
in Germany and a2 number of othe srritic m]‘*m E anda to force the Arab workers out of their jobs, open é
mm!mst mem the nati emffr; terrorism 13 also nsed. Each member of the Histadruth must b
tens :fmmm barrying of the Ji i 2 new Sotsalis take part for st least two days in the f»‘j{s‘rk of the Zionist Kib- '!
S 'mmm of German Ji g ' msgp"t“*' busch terror ZToups or contribute tWo days’ wages to the Kib- ,’S
ks a haven of refuge in Pm‘l li toilers g busch Avodah funds. The Histadruth uses twWo arguments 1o ¥
Germany to Palestine also mm : cloak its terrorist activities: first of all it declares that the Arab 2
brought e workers depress wage levels, and seeondly it ealls for a struggle ;|
W wthe Horans.” The Horans are members of a seni-No- !
ior to the Jewish eolorisa-

¢ frotn Transjordan, and prio .
Palestine. The arbitrary frontiers, 3

lived for @ time in =
serialists, first made their right to live in Pales-
e, buf, even assuming that the Horans are really
. Palestine, the Zionist argument has still no
sceording to the statistics of the pro-Ziomist
MR enne” (which are in any case exaggerated), there
Horans in Palestine, and in practice the Kibbuseh
com between the Tiorans and the ordi-
s. The argument that the Arab workers de-
ds iz also valueless becatse, jnstead of a8
s to fight for highey Wages, the Histad-

capital into the country, whi
mmber of fackories were bait, - Palentin

were already in Palestine. Whilst the 2

sible, the native Arab

90 per cent. of the population, which still

Palestin, populztion of ; 4
h‘mﬁtmﬁ,mm-w_
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ruth uses i ;

. underctzl};ifglb&ufﬁh Avodah funds in order to mak '
ers. The Histadruth i}\lvages of Arab workers by J:w?sgomb]e
the Kibbusch Avodah fu::ils.pa B oubeidy “E'E];l

In order to car

: through thei gk
or hindran ry through their annexio :
;;agl'ng- the C:I,’;;}ifltxz-;ggtlft fliziders have beeﬂl?uglaegssfmlt.hotlt let
y the Arabs. nt of the “Legislative Counci in sabo-
§hle appointmen? 1:)1? ;];cig? the Bi-itish gov:rlg;;g;:c iz-malfided
nly under the council, and e agreed to
ﬁlovement in Pilig:ﬂ.l;: o‘fr}f_hi awakening na‘{r;?;ln;l}-ll?:vo]]tut"?‘greed
eroic struggl » Which received new i lonary
This so_cangeg ?‘p(fr]?he Abyssinians for tlf:;r llllrﬂzi?tus from the
the Arabs, is to con ament,” which has been tha lonal freedom.
presentatives and 5 “leSt of 24 members: 12 Ar;.‘gwn as a sop to
the adoption of any Ara’ This composition effect; 7 British re-
representatives and tha Jdemands against the w‘HWEIY fents
the hands of the president o P i Gl Y of the British
be appuinted by e O B e

ouble sure, the ish. However, in ill, of cour
{ 0 , 1N se,
to be subjected t(? f::;-etr}f of the proposed LZE}:]I‘ tt_o make certain
as immigration, land tran limitations. Such jmporta o
ﬂfle competence of thi ansfer and the Budgei:n B ducstions
of this body will b s “Legislative Council.” will not lie within
e no more than propug(:; d All the decisions
rafts of laws. The

final decisio
nal decision as to wh
will lie in the h whether such
ands of the Hi proposals becom
e law or not

This argum
ent demonstrates clearly the int
entions of t
he Zion-

ists to exclud
of their counter;he Arabs from any say in det
: ermining th
e fate

Whilst the di :
were exciting t iscussions on the e
having its e%fe(l;f populace, whilst &rglﬁsed Legislative Counci
the seat of war agg Palestine, which i alo-Abyssinian yw uncil
crisis tremendousl intensifying the bes 1n .- Iwe; rfwas
covered traces of g’ a new event °ccun-§ d"{nlng e duolly rom
B e ot otediansthg : the Jaffa. police dis-

- It is noteworthy that the I;il;l'agy for the Bm(ti:s‘
S In q“m 2-
came

originally from G
e
£30,000 sterling. Tﬁany'. They represented
police found the weapon:' ;uﬁ{“‘“ over
g they were
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the owners, tbough the accompanying cireum-
ve rise to the gugpicion that they were intended for
defence organisation, “Iaganah,” which was at that

egal.
ab national movement answered this smuggling of
e proclamation of a general sirike, which was, how-
g jgsed by only very fow workers, and those mostly in
ollowing on this rather unsuccessful attempt on the
[ period of apparent quiet. However, a
cted by the Arab workers, indi-
social and political consciousness. During
ducted a series of suc-

, the Arab workers con
the strike of 600 workers of the Iraq

Co. in Haifa.
ite the apparent quiet, it W

ainted with the conditions in Palestine th

b outside incident to produce a né i

ar to everyone who was
at it needed only
n April 16,

ras cle

Jew was mur g :
urdered an their bodies robbed,

s had been committed by some Arab robber

ly held amongst the Jewish

g d their two dead in private
the Zionists suddenly declared that
turned his burial

t anti-Arab demons e Hebrew news-
: began to whip up gainst the Arab
. in Tel Aviv, and naturally the consequences Were not
aking themselves felt. Near the famous Jewish orang€
colony, Petach Tikwah, two Arabs were murdered. In Tel Aviv 2
i “hist frenzy by the newspaper cam-

- Tel Aviv was cleaned of

Arabs, Arab drivers and shoe cleaners were beaten up and the
shops of Arabs phmdered and their goods and equipment de-
stroyed. The answer of the Arabs was the famous demonstra-
i o Tel Aviv on April 19, which led to bloody col-

d both and the British

tion from Jaffa t
lisions between the Jews and the Arabs, an
s) were killed in the first

forces. Eleven persons (Jews and Arab
collision and over fifty wounded. :
The first plow of the Arabs was naturally directed against the
. pecause for the poh’tically untrained and mostly illiterate
AI-;\l;_ﬂ. Zionism is the visible expr.ession of imperialist oppres-
aion. ‘Although the illegal Communist Party, which recruits both
: and Arab members, has a steadfast
Arab toilers,

Tewish always conducted
“iruggle for fraternisation between the J ewish and



_ Page 50 THE COMMUNIST REVIEW
and soug
oppression, namely British imperialism, the Zioni

have always done their utmost to coun'ter:ct lt(;lrzemts s staded
JeWIS!] and Ara.b COmmunists, Despite o . se efforts of the
fE‘._he Zlonlists, the general strike was procla?nrﬂ:grgpg esenttstim] o
jonary landowners grouped around t ed not by the reac-
G ! he M .
Ehlb}- but by the Left-wing n.ta,tiomll-revolut;loffa:a,ran;1 B chae
oﬁ }l1ts headquarters in Nablus. The leaders of {h stfaklall, which
theirefAIf;abs’ who are allied with the imperialist 1 heudal i
3 fea:i;fmcfﬁﬁto E}Dgypt or placed their money isn“se?vhiv% e
scatory measures on thi : 1sh banks
m‘ézment and who -have sold the landeol:lalw;rthqf}the e
e 1T‘smwork to the Zionist colonisers, joined 1':‘;1 the Arab lease-
s iass pressure, a fact which they h o only
mentyisndiggzg}c d(?:la;ations. The Arab insgfreaé%!mtted airly
ng 1ts forces mo: ionary move-

m re and :
min%igﬁggiiﬁﬂﬁ“t@ llilvery day POlizl;O:?a:ilg;?y adgamst the
: | : . and barracks
miles . Raites elegraph lines have b 215

: y tracks ha een destroyed

trai ; ve been d yed for
expll;ziz‘;g 1a£1lllyb(;ccu.cr;§nces, bridgezsgz?g t;{l.‘;iﬁtg:'taid:s ?:E ey
the m 2 rricades are increasi nto the air by
e o of .o S e
Tulkarem and Se sa, Barsebag, Ramalah ns have taken place
sent at th311111 Sf{feth) and tens of thoug,aa].ld, Nazareth, Tiberias.
terror were not a?r e\i‘t‘ﬁ', d;amtms.tl:asttions aﬁ dofa.ﬁrabf were pre-
! e struggle qui s of individual
quickly began to take on or-

£ > L
g ment communicat p
anised fOIHlS and even the overnme 0 cations s eak

of battles with
Sk e tg:ttﬁé:abs which lasted for ho :
Wi nite ot Sienicel] -armed English troo urs and in which
cars, tanks and aeroplgflewere ihe victors
S speaks volumes.

A most im
portant feat
spread guerilla ature of the pr
However, toda-‘f?tt?egsile which has n o%vi?ﬁ:nsuuggle is the wide-
guerilla groups are re;‘;ﬁrﬁanﬁsed forms.
ed chiefly from

struggle is dj

struggle is bein Amongst the ettt 0. chiefly
t chiefl

at their last coffgggs(iciit or: admore maltlﬁ;;r;:‘; I’Ogulati(m Eéh‘;

students ado e: for inst

pted cle stance,

ist slogans: natio
democrati l}al freedom, the ri ar anti-j :
S e o o e et
s 12 Akko tﬁnd Zionism, and free d‘:’;lt?xation, a boy-
ership of the mayor E;Vho]e town demonstrated E;dan political
movement is also b e _he maturity of the Arab er the lead-
eginning to show itself in thll-aain m}‘ﬁ‘mﬂr}’
ing class

September, 1936
ht to direct the attention of both to the chief T
o e of

THE Page 51

COMMUNIST REVIEW
or the Arab

At the preparatory conference f
e Communists, but also the

der the leadership of
sein, spoke in favor of class organisations for the
whilst the organisations under the influence of Nas-
and the Muftis demanded joint organisations of the
and the employers. Qchool children are also being
into the anti-imperialist struggle. In Jaffa the school
ren demonstrated in front of the government buildings,
ed with wooden rifles and shouting anti-English slogans. Only
v brutal intervention on the part of the police could they be
ersed. The clear-cut attitude of the Communist Party of
reat Britain and the questions of Gallacher in parliament have
one much to enlighten the Arab masses and extend the influ-
.+ Movement. Another evidence of the in-

ent is the disap-

£ the Arab national movem

rences between the Moslem and
ken part jointly in fhe political
in the mosques have

creased maturity o
pearance of the religious diffe
Christian Arabs, who have ta
meetings into which the religious services
¢ aveloped.

The persistent and united
shown British imperialism that a

struggle of the Arab people has

force is growing up which re-
danger to its position in Palestine. British
fore not content to crush the ingurrection
put it is also showing its unyielding attitude
i ssure and by making further conces-
f the Zionist Haganah
f the Zionist immi-
n Tel Aviv, which

es are belng
/ith collective fines, and all employees and officials

o have taken part in the general gtrike are regarded as dis-
who take part in the strike are

missed, whilst shopkeepers, ete.,

“being threatened with imprisonment and the loss of their licences.
The police terror has also reached a pitch of fury unparalleled 1T
- Palestine. ree concentration camps have been established.
Over 2000 Arabs have been arrested and the number of arrested
Jewish Communists is already several hundred. National revo-
jutionaries and Communists are being banishe
lages, tortured and beaten to death. Eve

tured in the most disgraceful manner. Lately, also,
gentence and imprisonment for life for terrorists have been

threatened.
Although British tanks and aeroplanes are still victorious over

as the legalisation o
jary police, the increase 0
ing of a harbour i
Further, various villag

B
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Arab rifles, the Arab anti-imperiali L3
s ti- perialist movem ;
?npls i SE:;en the Amb.pohce are beginning toc?ett Ctd}? i e
o 1:1 ag}*;,inst _then' fighting brothers. In i-Ia‘fE‘ImphtR :
in solid::ity ::iig}lltg;;ehz.:aiesign:d ety hjr:l:lel;th{; i
s, and 1 iati s 2
for the defence of arrested Commsuggzsnegohatmg with lay

=]

e

Creai?lllegah;lget f’ng,m"fﬂt- The revolutionary movement i |
are still ’persi ti in size but also in clarity, whilst the IZ' is in-
e s old tslélgt in their imperialist course. In J af{-} ionists
. cvery murder e
ree Arabs.” In Haifa, a leaflet in Heb:els;d g e

y \aerman

ok Poli‘%gr? a-}be‘?n distributed. We quote literally:
is seeg inewiilliwon}an who has relations with an Aral
N tani If]e _chw1th an Arab, will be held up t ab, o1
in publie. ill wish women showing themselves W't” i
will be photographed and called to ordelrl- ,},1 b

Wh ink i i
0 does not think immediately of the campaign of 1
ract

hatred pu 2
pursued by the Nazis against the Jews in Germany? An

now let us com i
sk pare that with an appeal issued by the Tel Aviv

“Workers, the C .
ot the PR Sl e i :
Suppres: tz}llzn;itos are turning the mass’;saélsw?gtso pOlrflte‘(.l %
e Ottt ;glrr%ent of the Arab people foral fr‘i}eL? Ij‘
sation of the Jewish v has always fought for the fl‘:«;.i-.( L
against imperialism 3‘1’1‘;1 Arab masses for a joint str eilrlll_‘
a struggle against Zi ve appeal to the Jewish m: .
dah. This jointsstnll(;mlsm %ﬁd against the Kiblz?lgi;ciq]m
rights of a national minority give the Jewish o
g minority in a P o masses the
eria : a .
fhinkhtsﬂlt t}?he fascists are makim;fl lgsa?etfll;%d i
Communist P?:‘tgf% Plf.}se the blame on thesslalosl:lv g ft ]’tlil‘
y their : ers of the
courage provocations. Wi :
prits fes;;:?b%g If’;’g‘i& to the masses who?;:ht}?é °§§t“{‘m]’ :
sponsibility r e recent race riots. Th B
B s oD the imperialist and Zionist policy in
antmpé;%i}f;f and two languages.
Let them abuse T}(:;reinent for freedom are facing each
nists as pogrom incite::bg as bandits and the JewisﬁCCU?ﬁher'
situation and de , because they tell the tr b
. - i th about the
ish toilers in ur(;n and a united front between the ll\l |
trophe, but the er to save the Jews in Palesti XU aRllev -
> =, D struggle for th 1 alEStlne from a catas-
imperialist oppression cangzt b?e iﬁlaslﬁgé)atmn of Palestine ?l'glil

Imperialist reaction and

held

blicly
Vyers

s of tremendous impor

bolitical party of the proletariat must d
“and lead the trade union organisations.

" destroy capitalism and establish
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TIONAL NOTES
Financial Unionism

By E. KNIGHT
t from a speech recently

he following is an extrac
vered to a meeting of Party functionaries in District 1:

with which I want to deal is that of financial
ile there has been an improvement in many
3] his, there is still much to be done. A review
the financial status of many members of the trade unions

;u' there is still a huge unfinancial membership running into

any thousands. In addition, there are many workers—male
d female—who are not organised in any union whatever. This
tance to us as Communists, because, after

not recognise the political necessity of organising the
Do we not agree that the trade unions provide the

he workers? Marx classed the unions as organ-
he also taught that the

ofine the economic tasks

mects regarding t

the working class, and

~ganisation of the workers to

Without strong trade unions, oY
Socialism becomes an impossi-

bility. Therefore we must see in the organising for financial
unionism that we are preparing the workers—not only for the
struggle to improve their economic conditions—but also for the
final struggle against capitalism.

Marx also taught that the tasks for the unions were the
complete emancipation of the working class—the support of
every social-po wing every worker into

litical movement and dra
their ranks.
B et us read what Engels has to say on this: “The active
resistance of the English workingmen has its effect in holding
the money-greed of Lhe.bourgeoisie within certain limits, and
keeping alive the opposition of the workers to the social an
olitical omnipotence of the bourgeoisie, while it compels the
admission that something more is needed than trade unions and
strikes to break the power of the ruling class. But what gives
these unions and the strikes arising from them their real impor-
tance is this, that they are the first attempt of the workers to
abolish competition. They imply the recognition of the fact that
the supremacy of the bourgeoisie is based wholly upon the com-

etition of the workers among themselves, i.e., upon their want
f cohesion. And precisely because the unions direct themselves
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against the vital nerve of the i
$ ! present social order, h
:lo(i?glly’ 13 however narrow a way, are they so dar{gegglf vir o
ial order. The workingmen cannot attack the bmfrgo t‘hl'
€0isie

and with it the whole existin i
_ sting order of society at ;
;f;m?in tthls. If.the competition of the workers amsgg ?ﬁrer S
estroyed, if all determine not to be further exploitegn;ose':}?
A'g e

bourgeoisie, the rule of pro

; h perty is at an end. Wages

Ogczﬁr}ll ;;h]i brgll‘afrllonk()ft de_mand to supply, upon the accidi?:’ta(}eﬂ:end

i Ly % ta[i) et, simply because the workers have h't}? v

e o be treated as chattels, to be bought am:]I Gﬂg

Sntatii :rfchis onfto say that, having once started “necSOIq‘

g s he go farther, to abolish not only one kind e
% competition itself altogether, and this they Vv?itl‘lct? o

0.

Here we see that the tr i
] ade unions sho |
of the workers in the struggle for I’Uﬁilztiic:lepao‘lﬁgzr in the hands

In thi i
oy ek (:la‘fmtt?atégn’ we see what should be considered to b
sufficient. The basiuntlpms.m‘ Even a recognition of this g the
the development ot(‘: ﬁafk is to build the unions. CanéZmeri?‘.
greater importance. ancial unionism assumes gr&llter ani‘!

To merely treat 1

00 s

abstract sl ; )0 per cent. financi e
nor will ii ?)%?l?g“;}.l)l ni(:)t e el Organisa%%m? 1;11_0;11115m i
unions. To merels? ush?ng usgecognitjm of the real vaﬁ]ﬁmﬁl}?‘
and “You ow very worker : LA
savors too mlfcl? gfu tg]; 0t 3'1'121111 fclass, your ?vi?é:n;;iil (lzl}?illc:inm"
tendency to alk of insuran e
promote the feeli ce salesmen, and has :
tradespeople—s the feeling that th ; : g
N thing th e unions are like the
that should be omething that has to be paid: ike the
d be promulgated baid; whereas the ide:
members is that th ted and sunk deep into the mi e idea
their live e unions are their o 0 the minds of the
s. To rely on the slogan “100 pggilél:ft;‘-ﬁi];’ a lpart of
. neial union-

ism” is l'n 3
effective. O S

reality : rganisation is nec

. essary to m .

s ake it a

I want to gi
3 give a few : ;
of organisati experiences to illus ;i
unions can séggr and demonstrating to i}Eiat&the S Ivencas
€ an Improvement in their cond?ﬁi)e Ty g
ns.

At C—, th
AR s Doreentage of financi il
ranch was very low until ;:}:a’;l a?gglgegih;pn:ﬂ'tthi
1can

secretary. Thi
8 ot fenenn - comrade set about to i
en ; b2 iti
selves ﬁna{)nciglonblust appealing to then:r?zglfegl ?copl(;?;{mnt‘h b
4 ¢ (] ern-

it ut inst,
conditions, ead commenced an investigation int
(0]

By Securin; Improveme ts first in one p]ﬂc
£ n € and e n
th n 1

aliother he was Vv h
» able b practical d
emonstration to s e
ow th

in the power station.
faries of the AR.U. an
‘whole of the employees.
of the work of the unions.

awards, compensation payments, ete.,

. meeting of all shop steward
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the union; and as a result, a number of those who were
al commenced to make themselves good on the hooks.
yutcome was & decided improvement in the financial percen-
.~ Later the success of this was dgmonstrated when an
aal was made to the A.F.U.L.E. for closer unity. The example
cient unionism had been given and consequently the active
P.U.L.E. members desired to have close contact with it, and
& closer unity committee was established.
L At White Bay, on the initiative of the Party unit, the shop
jommittee decided to conduct a campaign for financial unionism
Arrangements were made for the secre-
d Ironworkers to address a meeting of the
At this meeting instances were given

d, such as the 44-hour week,
were stressed. Then it

was shown how finance and organisation were necessary to the
unions. The shop committee followed this up by calling a
s to formulate plans to carry on the

The main points of the speeches delivered at the
meeting were noted and these were used to bring home to the
workers what the unions were able to accomplish, and stress
laid on the fact that, with all united in the unions, still greater
successes would be achieved. Reports from White Bay state
that there has been a marked improvement in regard to the
unions, and many of the unfinancial members have commenced

to pay off their arrears.
hich might be noted and

Another good organisational move W
similarly utilised in other shops, depots, and workplaces was the
initiation of unity between the representatives of two unions. It

xisted between

Il-known fact that a keen competition has e
in the railway

The demands that had been secure

campaign.

is a we

the A.R.U. and the Ironworkers for members

workshops. This has led to “body snatching” and other similar
d that it wanted every man

oyils. The shop committee specifie
in a union other than the N.U.R. It did not name the unions to

which the men should belong.

The difficulty of “hody snatching” by reps. of the two unions
mentioned was quickly overcome. In recruiting, the workers
were asked to join a union. The Tronworkers’ rep. carried tickets
for his union and also A.R.U. tickets. If he had reservations
concerning the Ironworkers, then the rep. of that union asked
him to join the ARU. Similar action was taken by the A.R..U.
rep. Here was a classical example of two lower functionaries
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c!].rry!'n_g on a campaign for financial unioni
time initiating closer unity on an element!a]\::'E;rms'cilllle:d gt e sy

We have another example of good work by a C N i
committee secretary. in this campaign for fi ommunist shop
Carrying the campaign and the decisi f B jl unioniany
B s, 1 1 ions of his fraction into hi
0 ttee, he was instructed to write to th i -
unions, outlining the proposals of the sh il Literent
inviting assistanc PR D mommitice, and
,assistance. One of these eventuall i
;vorkers Union. So well did he put his cj;sreiilheci oo
d:,]clared in favor of the shop committee and(? tat g tuion
egates to take part in shop committee acti ities e
o?e of the members of the union stated that }rll g iion,
Bttt Yns & Cormmunist B at he knew the writer
aﬂ_d the speaker was prepared to wor]r:3 “f?s al'so st
Iéutte e and trade union matters. He‘:; h him on all shop com-
'f(]lgmunlsft' while being regarded as s i example of a
Zxa Hrit}; himself and the Party by his Eraci B restiee
o ﬁnpaeS_af I have given go to prove thate u}!}uon f§ - Such
Hios nfilla unionism is tackled in a pr ? i Lcstion
i gw be a response from the wo:t!;l)( o then
must be no separation of the dail ers. However, there
C(?m ﬁrcllaucg 1 unionism. e ehiems. from
rade Dimitrov, at
th : , at the S

thg lgﬂsri?:mcgrzllézg tlnie{}?ational, said?vﬁl‘l;&tf?mt“ir:ﬂddcongress o
defence of nt of the united front at th o v
working cI;s};e tllI:leH(li‘i;}taate ec; 'tlomic and PO?itIi)E:,’lseiﬁfteiceagte? f?[,‘he
) fence of the i erests of the
P o e WAt pot g S8 gait Fasio,
capitalist countries. 1 content; of the united

“We must not
for the ot confine ourselves to
et T P 5 il o v
needs of the e orms of Strugg]e which an% nd and advance
capacity at the giver and are comMetantate with o i
“First, joi igiven stage of deve]c)pmente with their fighting
» Joint struggle reall : X
quences of e v to shift th
the crisis on to the shoul de:‘seo?l?]‘f:lz. l;ﬁnthe]conse_
g classes,

the shoulders o S
il d . or ef rtiil}? [capitalists, landlords—in a word, to th
: » O e

Lenin tau

i ght us that th ;
Importance g e economie §
The Eleventféi;‘:‘ﬂ"l’mg the political ed%lé:?i:;ons were of vital
of our tasks the §r-ﬁs§ of the Australian Part n] of the workers,
purpose of Compilh;lg]'kii::flgn(;lf E{Ommittees in Wﬁl‘l?lglggewn as one
sation, and displacement of ?all;):rmnceming speed-up, inf:?;ngllie
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o et L
nal meagures which
places where shop
are able to exercise

1 want to propose some organisat_io
into operation, particularly in
i d where our fractions

mittees to call all job stewards together to

100 per cent. union shop.
t they, in conjunction

how of tickets on a

The .shop com

the campaign for
to the job stewards tha

2) To propose

ith the shop committee, shall conduct a 8
ertain date.
~ (3) The names of financial, unfinanci
e tapulated for the purpose of posting

ater date.

= (4) The as

| in conducting Propag
for financial unionism.

(5) The establishment
Eleventh Congress.

Shop committees
dependence must be p
g In such cases, a-Communis
- of there being reps. of unions

propose the following:—

(a) That a joint meeting 0
to review the position o

(b) After this review, a definite campaign o
dues collection be initiated.

(c) Union reps. to make themsalves ¢
successes of the unions in relation
gation, awards, ete. Fullest publicity

(d) To make use of successes of other uni
Miners’ case at the Privy Council to show

well-organised unions.
(e) To utilise such meetings for the purpose of bringing
about closer unity among the different unions.
Where there is no Communist shop or job delegate, then the
Party members should make representations to those operating

on lines already proposed.
Much difficulty is often experienced with reps. who do not

take the position geriously. Steps should be taken to have such

removed.
The foregoing are put forward as organisatjonal proposals
which have proved successful in a number of instances.
The militancy of the workers can be aroused in the campalgn

al and non—unioniats to
them in the shop at a

sistance of leading trade union officials be sought
anda meetings in support of the campalgn

of committees as outlined by the

work-places, so then
tewards or job reps.
uld, in the event
the job,

do mnot exist im all

laced on the shop s
t shop steward sho
other than his own on

£ all shop stewards be convened

£ the unions on the job.
f systematic

onversant with the
to wages, compen-
to be given to these.
ons such as the
the value of
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for financial unionism. It is our task now to build and strength
en

the unions. i N

B e ot hions, ke A the
40-hour week and increased wages must, be th(;amipalgn .
rec?{ntment to the unions. R e

ere again it _is necessary to bring ho » 7
;&t;:a,ll %;mes,.he pointed out that the un;gons :vn:r(ﬂxaféng? s
of trgaﬁe ualga,mst the capitalists, and he welcomed the fornintt‘he
o I_io;llg ag a ste‘x‘: forward for the working class. Los a~ ]m?
il ol lelsl qu, _Marx and the Trade Unions” -thai: ?\;Sk}
et t}l:e al‘:u a‘,)lﬂ;lh the movement of his time and alwavl o
sary it is that we sh ogans of the day. This shows how 'ns pu‘t
it fore should respond to everything happenin I&C%-
el téur present and future work in the tradf o
e et Dim?tu and developed Marx’s teachings. e,
09 ud the Clcrogfspeak and teach as Marx'ists-Leflinis(tJ;n 1:’11‘:1}(1*-;
OF Marx and Tontn so bar s relian Party anply the teachi 3
e -tso that when our C.C. calls for a st i,
T Tl o Mo Lo
cisely b & s fon: s pr
Ariyon :f;l.lseL};iiﬁnvgemmd the: teaching o?diaii‘;"‘ﬂit?’a‘“’ﬁﬁw'
under new conditions sl apply the principles of 1‘«;; Ly
which is given to u b S pnlation] i vice and ':ix‘bm
i pgiih Co?'n rgdzurs t(:il? a(tire based on the teac%?ﬁgingﬁ
science of the revolutions. n describes as constitutin kthe
when our C.C, calls for a sg;'efrf;]fl}%ég.i? L roctaiat, Sogthat
! Ing of the unions by develop-
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ISM AND ART—Continued from Page 33.
orts may be distorted,

owever we know that statistical rep
er deliberately or unconsciously; similarly the artistic
sction of life may also be deliberately or unconsciously dis-
ted by class interest. But it is precisely this factor which
makes art so powerful. It is not merely an instrument  for

rehending reality; it is also a weapon for propagating
definite viewpoints, definite approach to reality. In so far as art
‘organises thoughts it organises them together with feelings.
" Sometimes art organises only the feelings. Music, for example,
" and architecture (considered as art and not as engineering) are
incapable of expressing thought. It takes a great deal of trouble
to translate their language into the words which express our
concepts; and the result is crude. Nevertheless, the effects of
music and architecture are colossal.

In fields where living facts express themselves directly in
ideas, it is easy to trace ideologies to the social groups which
evolve them; but where it is a matter of organising feelings,
which is the essence of art, such a process becomes difficult.
That is precisely why the history and theory of art have

defended themselves so successfully hitherto against Marxism.
But of late great progress has been made in this field. Several
works by the German Marxist historian and art theoretician,
Hausenstein, are forward steps in this direction. Hausenstein
has been successful in developing the weakest sides of the

Marxian theory of art.

These are principles of Marxism in so
theory of human society and its evolution. But Marxism is more
than such a theory; it is a definite programme; it is itself the
ideology of a definite class—the proletariat. Marxism is the
only ideology which does no violence to reality. This is due to
the fact that the proletariat is the class of the future; it is to
the interest of the proletariat to base itself on that science
which points out what actually exists and indicates the ten-
dencies of the future. Similarly, the tendencies of the prole-
tariat are good for the whole of humanity. The proletariat is
the last oppressed class; in emancipating itself it emancipates
a1l humanity from a social order based on classes. There has
never been so far a more important or liberating social change
than that which the proletariat will bring about. It is for this
veason that the aims of the proletariat are at the same time the

aims of mankind.
The theoreticians of the proletariat must do more than point
out with real objectivity how this or that aspect of art springs

far as Marxism is a
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ig calm, precmely_hegause of this harmony between
nt_i form. The artist ig sure that his work is signifi-
it will be accepted by certain elements of his people.
conﬁdgnt; he knows precisely how this or that content
! transmltted to the society of which he is a part. He is
of the requigite form. Under such circumstances, we
' classical period. But until the arrival of such an epoch,
‘must be a period in which ideas and feelings are as yet
e to find their proper embodiment. Such a period usually
s with the rise of a given class to power, and not with its
‘point of power. During the period when the class is
to find a political form for its class interests, its art is
by storm and stress, and its forms are restless.
h a transformation period strains his imagina-
e is as yet unable to grasp. Even

1 hi i re not yet entirely clear to
s, however, are Very turbulent; and thus there
antic tendency in art. Finally, when a glven

‘passed its apex of power, when it is no longer useful
: ciety; when new forces oppose it, it loses self-confidence.
has squandered all its ideas, and its feelings have become
e and more inconsequential. Its former unity pbreaks up

i iti 3 s its reflection in

- int individual atoms.
art. The soul of art (its ideas and feelings) begins to shrivel up
and is soon entirely lost ; it retains merely a cold formal knowledge
which soon degenerates into academicism. But even this heauti-
e does not long remain static. It soon begins to decay.

t of the social order; the have the ri iti
tude toward§ _works of axs‘rt, both p:s: 15;15 f;';ezgﬁ?t %‘crmcaI
otz theoretician can designate those art works ‘f the e
~ which are clearly dominated by the monstrous s iri:c Of b
ﬁ; those works which are expressive of the pgssivo o
t'ﬂa:temﬁ glll' their slivish submission; or e“?};]if:lirlg%:
3 _ i e spirit of e i i0 '
o acaptlcxsn:l. The pro]etarianmc?rli]ifi‘::n::l::, S;\;i&;%n. surrender,_
m :;bi;'gydzl%b;ar?:ﬁi&avoid all living content and of:srrzrf(f ;t bl
emp n or vaporous d i ; .
mﬁty or to evade all responsibility Fr . On ey
_ ik1;1‘:.'|let.a:l‘lan qntlc can find certain valuable le i _hand._.
works of art, which, while often belonging to th e
are nevertheless full of the spirit of vast or e
man’s faith in his own powers, of L
i , O aspiration for knowled
et ; or works whose main tendency is th ot
agaiasf evil, which proclaims the rights of th ek
: ‘__Iﬁal;}ﬂnd. i _ e oppressed sections
- Endless are the voices, th i
;m;is a:illmh sound in the artistfc %T]E;a ;rfltts};éthe l-a ughts_zr, e
a 'te{; gi?aflf‘?;? beginning to end it would t?: SIJJtoyss.aillrjlld ]tf tflil i
3 dEﬁm 1 ; ue in each work. i
ac tt;;ﬂi:? i alchirtis. oo wi?;{:ie ]::t‘)?uld tfl|11:n out tq be
et ormfm"f' men who in one way or e:,bnathrlendly e
prop . it 3t the proliacnt; other were the
n out: to be doubtful in their fendency but nteresting boratse
ency but interesting because

- they reveal uni
R inigue i - . J
1o ble repulsive or imlmtuatmns; still others would be found ful corps
- In additi ‘ s - o : :
ition to evaluating works of art a " The artists of such a class begin to neglect even form; they seek
ccording to their extravagance; O exaggerate one aspect of art to incongruous
t begins to rot.

proportions. Ar
This is a rough outline

contents, the proletari iti
i uf'form.pm B;;.anrﬁ:ﬁl c_rf;tm can also evaluate them on th
, for example, teaches us that l;lhosg

mses Whmh re
: are mte Sted me T'es W organis-
n Xp Slng ne ]deas in org.
]

 ing great feelings, wi -
3 on the other ha.nil,wtlililac‘:lga-yﬁ create art works rich in content;
B S Jowe w hinpe: o del?fmff.]??ses, which have no id e
3 v“;itf’;“?tlﬁ formal art -?whilc:%lg i abandon ther-
their life a art, serv. 1
el of astistic fors 1t e oLy, 22 Ll
: : 1t is possible to degeﬁnlble to develop tlllaeamg;st b
3 ssal, stupid pomp; extreme aesthetic 1i - ronchen
colossal, d : or the ge icentiousness ;
Stier - * M€ sensuous refinement of a Ian; .

 There are pemithi
in full bloom - pir > rule those in whi
] i W 5
8¢ emotional Wwhich are characterised nich i social class

mal content j d by strikin,
mal content finds the proper formal Séxlslljg:s?or;d

of the main ideas of Marxism on the

art of the past. 1t should be pointed out here that by a proper
analysis we can obtain the most useful results from the most
negative works of art; first, in so far as they are gymptoms of
certain social phenomena and increase our historical knowledge ;
secondly, in SO far as they contain various positive agpects. It
is possible to find a decadent work of art a marvellous combina-
tion of color, line or sound; it is possible to find in a degenerate
work of art something which is very useful from the technical
point of view. Similarly, in a monumental puilding permeated
with the slave-holding spirit of some despot, we may find mag-
nificent proportions, which are the product not only of despotism,
but also of the mightiest forms of mass organisation. he
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can thus learn something from every work of art ot
R:M and transmit that knowledge to others.

" But Marxism is not merely a method of understanding the
real roots of art; it is also a method of criticising them and
‘using them. Proper enjoyment of past art, its proper develop-
ment is useful for contemporary art.

. Marxism faces the task of developing a history of literature,
a general theory of literature, and a theory of literary, artistic
~creations. We are only at the beginning of these tasks. Of
course, the last of these tasks, that of literary artistic creation,
already leads us from Marxism as a social theory to Marxism as
a living social force. A Marxist, a representative of this force,
can appear in literature either as a critic or as a creator.

A Marxist critic must have a sufficient amount of theoretical
experience ; he must be able to approach every work of art ob-
Jectively, without prejudice, discovering its social roots, ex-
plaining its place in society, its connection with the social forces
of a given period, especially his own period. Criticism, as distin-
guished from literary history, must be understood to be a living
reaction to the art of our own epoch. If for a Marxian historian
of literature it is permissible and even desirable to exhibit some
passion in the final evaluation of a work of art or its elements
as useful or harmful for the Communist cause, such a passionate
evaluation, such a fighting approach is simply a DUTY for a
Marxist critic. The critic must be a Marxist theoretician in his
strict scientific objectivity ; at the same time he must be a fighter.

_As a creative writer the Marxist is intimately acquainted
with theoretical Marxist works. It is ridiculous to think that
culture can harm a Marxist artist, that his talent will suffer if
he seeks to clear up for himself questions of literary history or of
literary technique. On the contrary, it can only help him. How-
ever, science can be useful to a Marxist writer only when he is a
real artist. No theoretical tricks and no theoretical equipment,
however rich, can serve as a substitute for genuine talent.

Whi_lt is_the difference between a Marxist talent, a Communist
talent in pters_tture and other kinds of talents? A Marxist
talent distinguishes itself by the fact that the acuteness of its
reactions is specifically colored. Such a talent reacts with par-
~ ticular sensitivity to everything which has a direct connection
with the great contemporary struggle; it will react sharply to

everything directly or indirectly connected with the world’s axis,

the outstanding social phenomenon of our times, th &
tween labor and capital. o g be

:I.aa THE COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 63
ernal recreation of this material pmceeds in the Marx-
under the main centre of his thinking and feeling; a
eat Marxist writer carries within himself an enormous
f idealism, a colossal mass of bitterness and contempt

vil sides of life, a tremendous amount of fighting spirit.
seek clarity and monumentality of form. Such a writer
2bove all be interested in finding a wide democratic auqllence.
such conditions, the monumental clarity with which he
ses his experiences will triumph over all other tendencies

o et



