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The Anniversary of the Paris Commune
By L. SHARKEY

“WORKING-MEN’S Paris, with its Commune, will be forever

celebrated as the glorious harbinger of g new society. Its
martyrs are enshrined in the great heart of the working class.
Its exterminators history has already nailed to that eternal pil-
lory from which all the prayers of their priests will not avail to
redeem them.”—Karl Mayrx,

And so, in keeping with what Marx prophesied, the working-
class over the whole world will be reminding themgelves on the
65th Anniversary of the historic event of March 18; 1871,
when the first working-man’s government in the history of the
world was born, when Paris awoke to the cry of “Vive la
Commune I””

Marx, Engels and Lenin paid great attention to analysing the
experiences of the Paris Commune, because it wag the first
proletarian government, and because it had many valuable
lessons for the future struggles of the working class for political
power. So great and important were these lessons, that after
the experience of the Commune, Marx and Engels declared that
if they were to make an amendment of the “Manifesto of the
Communist Party,” it would be that “the proletariat cannot
simply lay hold of the ready-made machinery of State, but must
shatter it,” and construct a new proletarian State,

The form of the organisation of this State we know was first
discovered in the Revolution of 1905 in Russia—the Soviets.
Just as Marx predicted that all the bloody orgies of the reaction
after the suppression of the Commune would fail, that the idea
of the Commune would not be banished from the mind of the
working: class, the Commune arose again, mightier, victorious
and ‘tridmphant over one-sixth of the earth, in the October
Revolution of 1917—the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics, the
(as Lenin declared) lineal descendant of the Paris Commune.

The immediate events leading to the establishment of the
Commune were the events of the Franco-Prussian War, which
began, as Marx and Engels pointed out, as a defen.‘_slve war on
the part of Prussia (chief State of the German Empire) against
the ambitions of the French chauvinists to extend the French
frontiers to the boundaries of the days of Napoleon Bonaparte.
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also led to the triumph of the ideals of the Paris Commune in
Russia in 1917. ¢

To-day the proletariat is faced with a similar choice in the
present period, either the proletarian revolution, or the Second
World War, which the capitalists, with the Fascist States in the
van, are now busily preparing.

The Prussgian armies were victorious at the decisive battle
of Sedan, and marched on Paris, to which they laid siege. The
Wur_kérs of Paris were for the defence of Paris, but the bour-
geoisie, as revealed by Marx and Engels, betrayed the national
cause, were all for capitulation, and carried on intrigues with
the Prussian Chancellor, the famous Bismarck. They did this
because they feared the Paris working class, because they feared
the proletarian revolution. Engels writes on this:

“During the war, the Paris workers had confined them-
selves to demanding the rigorous prosecution of the fight.
But now, when peace had come with the capitulation of
Paris, at this moment, Thiers, the new head of the Gov-
ernment, was compelled to realise that the supremacy of
the propertied classes—Ilarge landholders and capitalists—
was in constant danger so long as the workers of Paris had
arms in their hands. His first action was to attempt to

- disarm them. On March 18, he sent troops of the line
with orders to deprive the National Guard of the artillery
belonging to them, which had been constructed during the
siege of Paris, and had been paid for by subscription. The
attempt did not come off; Paris rallied as one man in de-
fence of the guns, and war between Paris and the French
Government sitting at Versailles began.”

The Commune, the first working-class government, existed
for only 72 days. But in this time it showed clearly its class,
internationalist character. It showed many of the measures
that must be taken by a workers’ government. It showed also
many of the weaknesses and pitfalls which a revolutionary gov-
ernment must avoid.

“The working-class did not expect miracles from the
Commune. They have no ready-made Utopias to introduce
par decret du peuple (by decree of the people). Tpey
know that in order to work out their own emancipation,
and along with it that higher form to which present society

; is irresistibly tending, by its own economical agencies, th_ey
£ will have to pass through long struggles, through a series
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i « transforming circumstances and me:

- hm%eﬂc El?li"gse:.?: ’tt:r a1"'ealise, but to set free the EIemem‘

Egﬁe ﬁf:w society, with which old collapsing bourgeoi
society itself is pregnant."-—Ka.r] Marx ‘ 4

" The Commune did many things during its prief existenc

i i ing the pes

4 mmune was perfectly right in telling )
ant?hsg its victory was their only hope. . . . Thte Com
un would have delivered }:]he peésanilz;l)rfn 1;1111% b%ggﬁsfﬁ riI(]I-
would have given him a cheap Governn 2 :

is pr t officials, lawyers, etc.
his present bloodsuckers (differen : i
i i munal agents elected by and respons
:ﬁgtgi;?;:lrfl? dIE gvrguld havegfreed him of the tyranny of th
policeman and the official, would have ppt enhghtenr‘r_le]‘i
by the schoolmaster instead of stultification by the plie%
He would find it extremely reasonable that the pay tcl:lf tl :
priest, instead of being extorted by the tax-ga Oft}‘ll
should only depend upon the spontaneous action of tx
parishioners’ religious instincts. Such were the great
immediate hoons which the rule of the Commune-—:ﬂld that
rule alone—held out to the French peasantry. —Karl
Marx.

“Tf the Commune was thus the true representative of
all the healthy elements of French society, and thcyeforf:
the truly national government, it was, at the same time, a
working men’s government, as the bold char_nplon”of thel

- emancipation of labor, emphatically international.”—Kar

Marx.

This idea of Marx, that the workers’ government is “the truly
national government,” and at the same time “emphatically inter-
national,” because it was the champion everywhere of the liber-
ation of the workers, would be far too deep for the Trotsky coun-
ter-revolutionaries to understand, who, because the successol
of the Commune, the Soviet Government, devotes attention tc
the various interests of the Russian masses, and takes measure:
to defend the U.S.S.R. from imperialist attack, pretend that the
Soviet proletariat has “abandoned internationalism.”

The Commune was composed mainly of workers, elected by
universal suffrage, subject to recall. All public service had t
be done at workmen’s wages. The Commune was a working
body, executive and legislative at the same time. The polic
was stripped of its political attributes and turned into the re
sponsible agent of the Commune. The whole of the educationz
institutions were made available to the mass. The Church wa-

separated from the State. Magistrates and judges were mad
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<lective, and subject to recall at any time. The Commune was to
serve as a lever for uprooting the economic foundations upon
which classes are based, and bring about a classless society. It
abgllshed night-baking and the infliction of fines on the workers.
Crime was reduced to insignificant proportions during the brief
life of the Commune. These measures indicate the true working-
class and popular character of the Commune, this first workers’
government. “Look at the Paris Commune” Engels wrote, “That
was Dictatorship of the Proletariat.”

Marx also showed how “national war,” the “most heroic
effort” of the bourgeoisie, became transformed into class war
against the workers when the Prussian and French reactionaries
Jjoined hands against the Commune, an experience repeated in
the intervention against the Soviet Republic, 1917-20.

The Commune had many weaknesses which contributed to
its fall. It did not have a truly scientific revolutionary socialist
party at its head, it was composed of Blanquists and Proudhon-
ists, therefore much was neglected, said Engels, in the economic
sphere which should have been done; the hardest thing to un-

derstand is the holy awe with which they remained standing out-

side the gates of the Bank of France. The Commune also failed
to take decisive military action against the -counter-revolution

‘agsembling its forces at Versailles, and was far teo mild in its

measures against the agents of the class enemy who were
undermining the Commune from within. :

Lenin writes of the chief lesson of the Commune as follows:

“IN WHAT LAY THE HEROISM OF THE ATTEMPT
OF THE COMMUNARDS ?

“Tt is well-known that in the autumn of 1870, a few
months before the Commune, Marx warned the Paris
workers that an attempt to overthrow the Government
would be the folly of despair. But when, in March, 1871,
the decisive struggle was forced upon the workers and
they accepted it, when the rising had become a fact, Marx
greeted the proletarian revolution with the greatest en-
thusiasm in spite of the unfavorable auguries. Marx
did not stiffen into an attitude of pedantic condemnation
of the ‘untimely’ movement, as did the ill-famed Russian
renegade from Marxism, Plekhanov, who in November,
1905, wrote in a spirit of encouragement to the struggle
of the workers and peasants, but after December, 1905,
quavered out, liberal-fashion: ‘“You should not have taken
arms.’

“Marx, however, was not only enthusiastic about the
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~ world proletarian revolution, a practical step, more I

ortant : reds of programmes and discussion
g‘o an;ly:ga%hg Itgperiment, to draw from it lessons
tactics, to test his own theory in the new light it afforde
such was the task Marx set himself. _ i

“The only ‘correction’ which Marx th?ught it necessal
to make in the ‘Communist Manifesto,” he made on tl
pasis of the revolutionary experience of the Pa
Communards. B
A “The last preface to the new German edition of ti
‘Communist Manifesto,’ signe!;l by both its authors, Ka
Marx and Friedrich Engels, is dated June 24, 1872.
this preface the authors say that the programme of k2
‘Communist Manifesto’ ‘is now, in places, out of date.

“+«  In particular. they continue, ‘the Commune h:
demonstrated that the “working class cannot simply tak
possession of the ready-made machinery of the State an
~ set it going for its own ends.”’

“The author’s borrowed words within the second quoto
tion marks in this passage are from Marx’s book on ‘Th
Civil War in France.’ s

“Thus, Marx and Engels considered this principal and
 fundamental lesson of the Paris Commune to be of such
enormous importance that they introduced it as a vita
correction into the ‘Communist Manifesto.’ & .

“It is most characteristic that it is precisely this
essential correction which has been distorted by the op-
portunists, and its real meaning, probably, is not clear to
nine-tenths, if not ninety-nine hundredths of the readers
of the ‘Communist Manifesto.” We shall deal with this
distortion more fully further on, in a chapter especially
devoted to distortions. It will be sufficient here to note,
that the current, vulgar ‘interpretation’ of Marx’s famous
utterance, quoted above, is contained in the assertion that

here emphasises the idea of a slow evolution in
contradistnction to the seizure of power, and so on.

“As a matter of fact, exactly the reverse is the case.
Marx’s idea is that the working class must break up.
shatter the ‘existing machinery of the State,’ and not
confine itself merely to taking possession of it.

. “On April 12, 1871, i.e., at the very time of the Commune,
Marx wrote to Kugelmann:
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“* . . If you look at the last chapter of my “Eighteenth
Brumaire,” you will see that I declare the next attempt
of the Irench Revolution to be not merely to transfer
the bureaucratic and military machinery from one set of
]raands to another—as has occurred hitherto—but to break
it up (Marx’s emphasis—the original is zerbrechen); and
this is the preliminary condition of any real people’s revo-
lution on the Continent. This is exactly what the attempt
of our heroic Parisian comrades implies.” (‘“Neue Zeit,”
XX., i, 1901-1902, p. 709.)

“In these words, ‘to break up the bureaucratic and
military machinery of the State,” is contained, briefly for-
mulated, the principal lesson of Marxism on the tasks
of the proletariat in relation to the State during a revolu-
tion. And it is just this lesson which has not only been
forgotten, but completely distorted by the prevailing
Kautskian ‘interpretation’ of Marxism!” (Lenin, “The
State and Revolution.”)

Such is the story of the great Paris Commune, the forerunner

of the great Soviet Republic and of the proletarian triumphs
yet to be, “the glorious harbinger of the new society,” whose
martyrs “are enshrined in the great heart of the working class.”

g
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By TR. DIXON
the few short weeks of 1936 has serv. |
more than ever upon the trade uni
ave is reaching higher levels, drawin
ctions of the proletariat, and generatin
arity and enthusiasm.
is being revitalised. At Port Kembla Stec
ion organisation was weak, a fighting unil:
allels in this country, between organised an
rs, was realised overnight, and the day aftc
nmenced, 500 workmen made application to joi
required the struggle to bring those workers to th
‘what organisation means. Similarly with the sex
determination and solidarity remains unbroken aftc,
f struggle. ;
1dustries the seamen’s and metal workers’ struggle:
new interest in the unions, and the drive is on fo)
organisation on a completely financial basis. .
background of the mass movement the reformist
wear in a bad light, particularly the A.C.T.U. For
cillation and delay, it would be hard to find any-
comes up to the leadership of the A.C.T.U. From
of the seamen’s dispute it has been dodging, back-
ing—doing anything and everything to avoid con-
ction, But action was what was necessary to assist the

[

hen the combined mining unions decided to put before the
rs the proposal for a general stoppage in the industry in
port of the seamen, Mr. Monk, president of the A.C.T.U.
; ully proclaimed “it does not bear the stamp of constitution-
“ality.” Both the A.C.T.U. and the Labor Party opened up «
campaign against any action on the part of the miners, which
had a considerable bearing on the subsequent decigion.
; The attitude of the reformists raises in the sharpest possibl
~ manner the question of leadership in the trade union movement.
‘The essential thing about the mass movement is its militan!

content, even though this may not be consciously expressed

‘The need of the moment is to clarify the aims of the struggl

‘and unite all forces to ru ly pursue the struggle to victory.

If that were done the 08 teaiits onth oo Buitioli

tenfold and tr. n movement would emerge from the
P : :

r, prefer to avoid the fight, an

—-

March, 1036 THE COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 9

shout “constitutionalism” at the least provocation. They fail
to see that weakness begets weakness, that the indecisiveness
of leadership and the confusion and divigions it causes in the
ranks gf the workerg encourages vacillating and backward ele-
ments in the workers’ ranks to scab. Persistence in the policy
being pursued by those at the head of the A.C.T.U. will bring in
its train only disaster for the workers and the setting back of
the movement for years.

- In its leading article of January 10, two days following the
miners’ ballot, the “Labor Daily” asked the question: “Where
are we going ?”’—implying: Are we going to militant unionism, a
path the “Labor Daily” contemplates with horror, or are we to
remain wedded to reformism—that slough of despond and
apathy ? The “Labor Daily” would like to consgole itself with the
belief that we shall not depart from the latter, but there is a note
of gloom in its query.

No _doubt it sees in the unchecked advance of the militants in
the unions the writing on the wall.

The question to be asked to-day is not so much where are
the unions going, but more particularly: “Where are the re-
formist leaders getting to?” Their sabotage of the seamen’s
gtrike in itself is sufficient to demand an answer to that ques-
tion. But that is not the only thing. On February 4, 1936,
the “Sydney Morning Herald” reported that representatives of
the A.C.T.U. had attended the Jubilee Conference of the A.W.U.
held at Ballarat on Monday, February 3, and urged the A.W.U.
to affiliate with the A.C.T.U. That would seem to be quite
desirable and worthy of support. The AW.U. is a very power-
ful organisation, and its refusal in the past to become connected
with the A.C.T.U. has been a source of weakness for the work-
ing-class movement,

We are not against the affiliation of the A.W.U. with the
A.C.T.U., even though this would mean a very definite streng-
thening of the forces of the reformists in the latter body.
What we are concerned with are the arguments advanced by
the A.C.T.U. representatives as to why the AW.U. should
affiliate. :

Crofts, the secretary of the A.CT.U, is reported to have
told the A.W.U. conference: “There is a section of the union
movement which believes that by a continuous struggle—strikes
and so on—they could bring about a chaotic state of ti_unga-s,
which would culminate in the overthrow of the capitalist
gystem. The A.C.T.U. also wanted to get away from capital-
ism, but it aimed at doing this by constitutional methods
and actions.” From this he concluded that it was necessary

e ——
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course of an address during which he traced briefly the histo
of the AAW.U. from its formation. He had to sl{«}w how tﬁ
A.W.U. was born out of struggle, how it grew in strength and
mﬁ_uence in the process of fighting, Of the historic shearers’
strike of 1891, he fervently stated: “The shearers and bush-
workers’ gtrike is history that will last for all time.”

Glory be to the past, but let us be thankful it is behind

us—such is the philosophy of the A.W.U. official who has be-
come 80 immersed in the bog of class-collaboration as to be
incapable of applying the lessons of history to advance the
modern labor movement.
. The revolt of the working class against the capecalist class
is as inevitable as it is necessary. Strikes are an important
form for the preparation of the masses to overthrow capitalism.
In them the workers learn how to fight, through them they
develop and perfect their organisation. The history of the
labor movement has been one of continuous struggle, through
which it has advanced to the mighty structure of to-day. In
that advance, errors, setbacks, and defeats have played their
part no less than the victories. As a matter of fact, 2 move-
ment in defeat, if it is really sincere, will draw conclusions
with more thoroughness than in the flush of victory.

If the labor movement deserts the path of class struggle,
it tends immediately to degenerate, to become weak, flabby,
and confused. So it was as arbitration more and more became
the mode of settling disputes between labor and capital
Lamont, in the course of his address to the Queensland A.W.U.,
declared that the employers feared arbitration and wanted to
have done with it. That is downright deception. Judge Beeby,
one of the highlights of the Arbitration Court, declared, during
the hearing of the application of the furnishing trades for a
shorter working week in November, 1935: “If the court had
not control in the industry, employers would not be able to
resist the steady movement in Australia for a 44-hour week,
Victoria has got the habit of relying on this court as a
line of defence.”

That is a candid admission of the role of the courts. That
is the situation, even though the trade union movement has
been devitalised and weakened as a result of decades of de-
pendence on arbitration.

The path of class struggle leads to the labor movement

ing an all-powerful force, and must culminate in the
seizure of power by the proletariat. This latter, it seems, has
Mr. Crofts worried. Although he wants to “get away from
capitalism,” the very thought of the forcible overthrow of the
ruling class strikes terror into his heart. Hence, he turns te
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mln,ef whom it is well known that, whilst 1., .

ﬁ@bﬂﬂd to the use of force and violence on the part
> classes and their State against the workers, they
to the position being reversed.
aim of the militants, according to the secretary of 1/
; ‘develop a continuous struggle, strikes and -
“hring about a chaotic state of things.” That
ly ting the slanders of the ruling classes wi
that if they make enough mnoise charging the Cor .
s with creating chaos, they will divert public attenti
m the chaos of capitalism. For just on seven years n
have been living in indescribable chaos; terrible burde
been imposed on the working class and small farmers, «
- and Fascism threaten to multiply misery a thousan
s did not precipitate the capitalist crisis. Actual
we seryed to retard the efforts of the employers
the burdens of the crisis on the backs of the worke:
- minimising, to some degree, the effects on the masse
existence of the unions and the threat of strike actic
was a standing reminder to the employers that there was
Jimit to how far they could go. The strikes, even thoug
_not always accompanied by victory, played a progressive role.
facts aré that the ‘“‘chaotic state of things” is no
ht about by the militants, or by “continuous struggle”
1ight about by capitalism. it e
~ Should conditions develop for the working class to' take
e &dsmnta%g of the crisis and the disorganisation of the ruling
, 3 to overthrow capitalism, then it would be acting ir
the most progressive manner possible, for it would be' takin
p which would end forever the “chaotic state of things.
The capitalist system is in a state of collapse. ,Ec'of),op{i'callr
it has outlived its usefulness. - To-day the issue confronting th
3 mlﬁted is to move forward to Socialist society, which alon:
- offers economic security and a full life for all. If we believ:
that Socialism is the only solution to the problems of mankind
- the question immediately arises: How will it be secured her
in Australia? Mr. Crofts heartily asserts: By “constitution:
methods and actions.” Let us state here and now that i
there was a constitutional or pq_acet_'g_l__wqx out the Communist
would gladly seize it. If we consider civil war will eventuate, it i
'f:; a&,gcf;;?s:v £ .%,replo"d'lﬂ;’d'th“nde? merchants, but becaus
< : 8. -To sincerely i i a2 :
will meekly transfer to fie pﬁﬂ%ﬁaﬁhﬁeﬁ}g&?ﬁgﬂ?ﬁ da(s,':i
mﬁﬂ. n;ges. and fields is the limit of stupidity, and Qtup(iad;zy 01
matter can be even more dangerous than open treachery.
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Germany clearly demonstrates that as th
proaches for the working class to take controleo;n (g}rlr;er:::le:g
of product_mn, there is no limit to the barbarities the ruling
classes will perpetrate in order to maintain control. In
that country the Social-Democrats also preached the peaceful
road of constitutionalism. Their policy left the workers dis-
armed and disorganised before the Fascist attack.

Perhaps the objection will be raised that in Germany it
was the threat of proletarian revolution, led by the Communists
which called forth the reaction. What then of Austria wheré
Social-Democracy was all-powerful and the Communists almost
insignificant? There constitutionalism was proclaimed from
one end of the country to the other and Vienna hailed as the
model Socialist city. The ruling classes prepared for and un-
loosed civil war against the masses, destroying the Social-
Democracy and disbanding the trade unions. Bloodshed was
not prevented, civil war was waged against the workers by the
ruling classes, and the proletariat, unprepared and poorly led,
were defeated.

Mr. Crofts may say that “It can’t happen here.” May, 1932,
however, cannot be forgotten quite so easily. The removal of
the Lang Labor Government from office is the evidence that it
can happen here. Mr. Lang is one person who could not be
accused of wishing to overthrow capitalism. In the circum-
stances of 1932, when the country was virtually bankrupt, Lang
took measures calculated to bring about a reduction in interest
rates and also sought to increase the tax on large incomes.
The capitalist class furiously organised Fascist gangs from one
end of the State to the other, and throwing constitutionalism
to the wind, removed Lang from office. The ruling classes did
that even though capitalist exploitation and private property
was being interfered with in no way whatsoever. They were
faced with nothing more than a temporary reduction in profits.
If they were prepared to take such drastic steps because of
Lang’s methods in attempting to enforce a reduction of interest
rates and tax large incomes, if they preferred to trample
in the dust this constitution about which the reformists are
forever sermonising and take steps deliberately calculated to
unloose civil war to carry their point, if that was their attitude
on a comparatively small issue, is it not logical to assume that
in the event of there being a workers’ Government (certainly
one could not imagine a Labor Government composed of the
politicians of the calibre that are in Parliament at present
doing it) with the courage to proceed to legislate capitalism
out of existence, that it would meet with the most ferocious

‘assault from the capitalist class and their organised Fascist

e —
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‘a workers’ Goyernment—should one be allov.g
sould be faced either with taking far-reachi .
‘arm the people, establish workers’ militia, and for.
s and disband the counter-revolutionary forces, o
swept into oblivion, with terrible consequences.
war is not the choosing of the workers, it will e
ed upon them by the employing classes.
fact must be looked squarely and resolutely in th

"o slink from it, to hide behind innocuous phrases ah
onalism, will bring defeat and ‘destruction to {h
as in Germany and Austria. On the other han,
the inevitability of civil war demands that i
letarian army be prepared for struggle. Such preparation
will be obtained only in the more elementary form of struge
strikes and demonstrations. They are schools of organisatic
discipline and strategy, they bring to the forefront and devel
those leaders with the capacity, determination, courage,
~ experience, to lead the workers in the decisive battles wil
capital.

~ The trade unions are the main organisations for conducti
the economic struggles and will play an essential part in ti
overthrow of capitalism. It is with these facts in mind the
‘we ask the question—where are the reformists getting to?

- The Australian Council of Trade Unions is the highest trad:
union organ in Australia. It is in the interest of the workin:
class as a whole to see it strengthened. This, however, (
quote from the resolution adopted by the Eleventh Congress o'
the Communist Party of Australia, “will be realised only b:
it adopting a militant attitude and giving a courageous fight
ing lead on the issues confronting the workers.”

_The strengthening of the A.C.T.U. along those lines would
stimulate the activity of the masses throughout Australia,
would transform the trade unions into closely-welded highly-
disciplined powerful mass organisations, and would assure th
victory of the working class over capitalism. : A
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FOR UNITY OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT

A Survey of Three Months of Struggle
For Unity of Action

~_ Otto Bauer’s Campaign Against the Second International

[Reprinted from “International Press Correspondence’]

ON AUGUST 20, at the evening session, Comrade Dimitrov

made his speech which closed the Seventh Congress of the
Communist International, the most memorable Congress since
the death of Lenin. The keynote of the whole Congress was the
establishment of working-class unity in action. This was the
task outlined by Comrade Dimitrov in his great speech, when he
said:—

“We must strive to establish the widest united front
with the aid of joint action by workers’ organisations of
different trends for the defence of the vital interests of
the toiling masses.

“This means: first, joint struggle really to shift the
burden of the consequences of the crisis on to the shoulders
of the ruling classes, the shoulders of the capitalists, land-
lords—in a word, to the shoulders of the rich. Second,
joint struggle against all forms of the Fascist offensive, In
defence of the gains and rights of the toilers, against the
liguidation of bourgeois-democratic liberties. Third, joint
struggle against the approaching danger of imperialist
war, a struggle that will impede the preparations for such
a war.”

But the Congress went even further than this: it advocated
the restoration of trade union unity:

“We are definitely for the re-establishment of trade
union unity in each country and on an international scale.
We are for one union in each industry. We stand for one
federation of trade unions in each couniry. We are for
united international trade union federations organwed
according to industries. We stand for one International of
trade unions based on the class struggle. We are for united
class trade unions as one of the major bulwarks of.the
working class against the offensive of capital and Fascism.

_Our only condition for uniting the trade unions 1s: Struggle
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against capital, struggle against Fascism, and intcp,
trade union democracy.”

" Finally, the Congress also envisaged the establishment of 11
slitical unity of the working class, though the conditions unie,

* which this could be achieved were more exacting:

“The achievement of political unity is possible only
the basis of a number of definite conditions involv i
principles. This unification is possible only: first, on cin-
dition of complete independence from the bourgeoisie :
the complete rupture of the bloc of Social-Democracy w
the bourgeoisie; second, on condition that unity of act
be first brought about; third, on condition that the nec
sity of the revolutionary overthrow of the rule of the bo: -
geoisie and the establishment of the dictatorship of t ¢
proletariat in the form of Soviets be recognised; four! .,
on condition that support of ome’s own bourgeoisie
imperialist war be rejected; fifth, on condition that t
Party be constructed on the basis of demoeratic centralis: .
which ensures unity of will and action and has been teste !
by the experience of the Russian Bolsheviks.”

In the meantime, three months have gone by. What wer
the effects of the Congress decisions? How much of them ha
been put into practice up to the present moment ?

I

One can safely say that for the last fifteen years no Congress
of the Communist International has been the object of suct
universal attention, and that the documents of no Congress fo:
the last fifteen years have been the subject of such zealous stud:
as the great reports of Comrades Dimitrov, Manuilsky, Ercoli
Pleck,.a,nd the resolution which gave a concise summary of th:
essential contents of those reports. The very first cable report:
were already discussed in detail by the entire press. All sincer:
friends of united action among the Socialists immediately haile:
them with joy; other Socialists who, until then, had made
great show of being zealous adherents of united action. Ot
Bauer above all, at first said nothing at all, while the fighi’;-win:
Socialists rose up in arms, using every possible weapon of distor
tion and falsification in order to render the intention of th
Congress suspect in the eyes of the masses, = 3

It was precis the ri t-wing i il e i
Socialists who hyﬁgﬂiﬁwﬂy%emr ;‘éﬁb _wmght-mm
of confusion and error the Communists have r@g;medntg eta}i

— ="
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poli::y of the defence of democracy, ie., to the policy of the
Soc1al-Democra‘ts! To the policy of Ebert, Scheidemann, Wels,
Renner, Bauer? Why, the main reason for the very possibility
of united action lies in the fact that the Socialist masses them-
selves have broken away from this old policy! A return to the
bankrlup§ policy of the Socialists would of necessity mean a
repudiation of_ the Communist policy which has stood the test
so excellently in the Soviet Union! How can anyone impute such
nonsense to the Communists? The Communist International
has effected a turn (which we shall discuss later) not in order
to abandon its old aims, but in order to attain them more
certainly and more rapidly.

How insincere this reproach of the return of the Communists
to the old Social-Democratic policy is can be seen merely by
considering that if the Communists really advocate a Social-
Democratic policy—which these gentlemen say is correct—why
don’t they want to establish a united front with these Commun-
ists? Why do they, on the contrary, do everything in their
power to prevent unity of action?

The Social-Democrats of most countries left no stone un-
turned in their efforts to hinder the formation of a united front
after the Seventh Congress.

But the rallying of the workers to the united front has made
progress in nearly all countries in spite of that, although it must
be stressed that the favorable feeling among the workers has by
no means been sufficiently canalised from the organisational
point of view. The reverses suffered by Fascism in various
countries, which found a most eloquent expression in the recent
elections in Switzerland, Denmark, and Britain, are, together
with other objective causes, due to the anti-Fascist united front
‘policy of the Communist Party.

The first great victory on one of the most difficult sectors of

Othe front was won by the line of the Seventh Congress in
sFrance, when, on September 27, an agreement was reached
shetween the C.G.T. and the C.G.T.U. the two trade union
centres, concerning the unification of the trade unions. This
victory will have wide repercussions both on a national and
international scale.

II

While the work for general unity in action %}gamst‘the
attacks of capital, against Fascism and war, was still in pTUgleH:qt’
the situation in East Africa suddenly came to a climax, and lk
became evident that Italian imperialism was about to attac
Abyssinia. A semi-colonial country was to fall a victim to th‘f
piratical appetites of Italian Fascism. The torch of war was
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gp:eration with the Communist Parties of their own coun-
ries.

“The British Labor Party and the Socialist Parties of
Swed'en, Denmark, Holland, Czechoslovakia are convinced
that‘lf they entered into a fighting alliance with the Com-
munist Parties of their countries, the bourgeoisie would he
better able to scare the lower middle class, the peasants,
and_the intellectuals with the Bolshevik bogey, rally all
sections of the possessing classes against the working-class
parties, and put into office a reactionary, non-democratie
Government, They are convinced that joint action with
the Communists would not weaken but enhance the menace
of Fascism in their countries.

“The parties living under the terrorist rule of semi-
Fascist Governments, as the Polish and Hungarian Social-
ist Parties, are afraid that a fighting alliance with the
illegal Communist Parties would supply their Governments
with an excuse to prohibit the Socialist Parties as well and
drive them underground.

“We have discussed the question of the united front with
representatives of all these parties at the meetings of the
L.S.I held in November, 1934, in Paris, and in August,
1935, in Brussels. We are aware of the force of the argu-
ments they oppose to co-operation with the Communists of
their countries. We do not harbor the illusion that at the
present moment [When a war is already raging.—Ed.] we
are already able to overcome the resistance all these parties
opposed to joint action of the two Internationals.”

The very same arguments were in actual fact cited as an
excuse by the representatives of the notorious five parties after
the rejection of united action by the Second International,

But hefore Bauer supplied them with these arguments, he
took good care to direct them against the Communist Inter-
national. He wrote: \ .

“The fratricidal warfare carried on by the Communist
International with machiavellian unserupulousness has in
many cases resulted in the moral corruption of the leaders
heading this struggle. The heavy defeats suffered by the
working class, the victories of Fascism and the growth of

the war danger have considerably increased the desire of

the workers to heal the split and reunite the proletarian
forces. But tremendous obstacles, heaped up in fifteen

of fratricidal struggle, still stand in the way of the

the split. . . . i
:f decmiep and a half the Communist International
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paragraph of the same article: “The world war split the pre
tariat.” in sentence not only contradicts Ot-inp Bauer’»m::ivwn
aspertion that it was the bad Bolsheviks who had split the work-
ing clags—it does much more than that, The war could
not split the working class, only human beings could do that,
and they did it not because there was o war on but becausge it
wag necesgary to take up a position In regard to war, Otto
Bauer mentions in a casual way—ags if to constitute an analogy
between the present change of policy of the 1. and the change
of policy of the German Socialists in August, 1914—that the
German Socialists effected a turn of 180 degrees with the in-
sincere excuse that they were only putting into practice what
they had always preached, when in reality they did the exact
opposite of what t had always preached, when in reality they
betrayed all their principles. The workers who remained true
to these principles could not give any further allegiance o this

i rty. But the blame for the split attaches not 1o the
traitors ., Bcheidemann, and the rest, but to the war, or 5o
Bauer says! Otto Bauer shows tact in dealing with these trai-
tors to SBocialism and no mistake,

Bauer says in another passage:

“The Communist International for a long time under-
estimated the danger that Fascism constitutes for the
struggle of the working cdass for its emancipation., It
T bourgeovis-democracy as the classic form of the
class rule of the bourgeoisie, as such 1o be opposed by the
working class—when in reality the leading section of the
bourgeoisie in a number of countries had already given up
bourgevis-democracy and had already embraced Fascism
in order to enslave the working class more completely,”

This passage shows not only the beginnings of a correct
eriticism but the bad conscience of Otto Bauer as well. %o
is the cassic form of the dass rule of the bourgesisic,

be opposed by the working class, says Baver., That
something, at any rate. Bui Otto Bauer knows very well that
the elassic and the dedining form of bourgesis-democrary

is yet 2 third form of democracy. This form was repesl
mentioned by (letter 1o Bebel, 1856) and the evenls

' 1918-19 have y proved iis existence. I is the form of
emoeracy which is made the profecting shield of counteryeys-
ich has the task of protecting the bourgeoisic 1rom *er
vevolution, ie., where taking sides with democracy i

t 1o betraying Bocialism. Otto Baver is indignant

be Communist Internations] described and s\l dencribes

sts a8 the main prop of the bourgevisic wherever and
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a whole book, in which he attempted to explain how necessary
protective tariffs were and how useful they would be to the work-
ers themselves.. But at the end of the whole, he wrote: “As to
my personal opinion, I am against protective tariffs.” This was
too much even for the otherwise so tolerant German Socialists,
and Schippel had to resign his seat in the Reichstag.

But can we continue to describe Bauer as a champion of the
united front?

111

We cannot conclude this reckoning with Otto Bauer with-
out stigmatising his perfidious attack on Comrade Stalin. As a
rule we pay no attention to such vile stuff, the like of which
fills the columns of the white-guard and Trotskyist journals, But
we must make an exception in the case of Otto Bauer, because
up to the present he was regarded to a certain extent as an
adherent of the united front, and was sometimes even consid-
ered to be the Socialist expert on these matters.

Under the heading, “The Dictator in the Dictatorship,” which
in itself already shows that no attempt at a Marxist analysis is
to be expected, Otto Bauer presents to his Socialist readers a
hideously distorted image of Comrade Stalin, based on untrue
and deliberately slanderous information whose source is the
notorious Souvarine. ;

In his funeral speech at Marx’s grave Friedrich Engels said
that Marx had heen the best-hated and best-slandered man of
his time. Conservative and extreme-democratic bourgeois alike
slandered him in unison. And why? Engels explains it:

“For Marx was above all else a revolutionary. His real
mission in life was to contribute in one way or another
to the overthrow of capitalist society and of the forms of
government which it had brought into being, to cont_rlhute
to the liberation of the present-day proletariat, which he
was the first to make conscious of its own position and its
needs, of the conditions under which it could win its free-
dom. Fighting was his element. And he fought with a
passion, a tenacity and a success such as few could rival.
His work on the first ‘Rheinische Zeitung’ (1842), tht:
‘Paris Vorwaerts’ (1844), the Brussels ‘Deutsche Zeitung
(1847), the ‘New York Tribune’ (1852-61), and in addition
to these a host of militant pamphlets, work in revolution-
ary clubs in Paris, Brussels and London, and finally, crown-
ing all, the formation of the Internatlwnal Wr;rk1{1gn?epﬁ

*  Association—this was indeed an achievement of w h:c’
Marx might well have been proud, even if he had done
nothing else.
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only the fist can be victorious which hits out without too
much intellectual and moral scruples.”

It one did not see this drivelling nonsense in print, one would
hardly believe it to be possible. In the same article Bauer says:

“Under Stalin’s leadership a mighty industry has come
into being in the Soviet Union in an amazingly short time;
through the collectivisation of the peasant holdings an
agrarian revolution of unprecedented dimensions has been
carried out wvictoriously and the standards of living and
the cultural level of the masses in the Soviet Union have
been raised to a remarkable extent. Russia has again be-
come a first-class power. Can we really believe that this
great success which is of so great importance for the
future, has been achieved under the leadership of a funda-
mentally insignificant man?”’

This is what Otto Bauer himself wrote.

But according to the same Otto Bauer, what one needs for
this achievement is not an extraordinary intelligence and—in
addition to the stubbornness and perseverance demanded by this
great work—not an all-embracing love for the poor and the
poorest to whom the establishment of Socialism brings emanci-
pation from want and misery, that is, not a brain and a heart,
but a mere fist. ‘

And Bauer dares to say this of a man who considers the
loving care of human beings to be the central object of his
activities. ] :

But Otto Bauer has this good heart which Stalin lacks. He
sheds tears for the hard lot of the kulak wrecker and his tools
among the middle peasants, for the Social-Democratic counter-
revolutionaries who advocate the united front abroad in order to
set up an alibi for themselves when they c_landestme]y return
to the Soviet Union to foster counter-revolution.

We know this variety of tears very well. They have been
often shed in former times by tender-hearted bourgeos, who
deplored that the unfortunate workers were lured into strikes
to their own ruin by heartless agitators. gt

is at stake is something much greater than the
objslzgcltltoi‘:‘v 1:;.11?1‘; :v,irike. Had the workers of the Soviet Union n?t
made the sacrifices required to build up Socialism, then tha;
country would not only lack the increasing wealth it eﬂJOElr’; g-
present; it would also lack the means of defence and wou o e
an easy prey for the imperialists and the white u_:ounter-fre\ t(:';:
tionists. The collapse of the Soviet Union, the victory o V:’l }m
counter-revolution on one-sixth of the earth, would bring up
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praisé him as the best expert on the Russian language, as
a splendid stylist, or when they compare him to Goethe

or acclaim him as the greatest leader of all times and all
nations.”

We have no possibility of checking up on these allegations
and we don’t know whether they were said and written as Bauer
says. But even if it were so, are they really such undignified
worship? And what is most important, do they in any case
justify the undignified filth flung by Bauer?

Let us have a closer look at this “undignified worship of cour-
tiers,” of course so far as we can judge. For, to our shame be
it said, although we do read Lenin and Stalin in Russian, we are
not authorities on the Russian language; nor do we know which
letter of Stalin or which theses of Kant are mentioned, nor do
we know anything about the predictions of Aristotle. But let us
examine the other crimes. 3

(1) Stalin was acclaimed as one of the greatest leaders of

all times and all nations.
" We know that Stalin claims to be only a worthy disciple of
Lenin. Still, he has led a nation of 170 million souls into Social-
ism—a feat no one has ever performed nor could perform before
him. And we all hope that he will also lead the workers of all
other countries into world-wide Socialism. In this case Stalin
will be the greatest leader of all times and all nations.

(2) Stalin is praised as a stylist and his style is compared
with the style of Goethe. : i

Heine compared the style of Lessing, that greatest stylist of
classic German literature, with = pure spring, transparent right
to its bottom. Clarity is the characteristic of Lessing’s style.
And as to clarity, Stalin is second to no author in the literature
of the whole world. : : :

For the rest, this matter of style is a peculiar thing. ““The
loud-mouthed coxcombs of German vulgar economy criticise
the style and presentation of my wprk," wrote Marx in the
epilogue to the second edition of “Capital.” Wilhelm Llebkllecht,
that subtle stylist, praises Marx’ style, and Franz Mﬁhljmg, who
knew something about these things, says in his I{lstopy o£
German Social-Democracy” that the first chapter of Capital,
as an example of fine writing, has few parallels In the wh?le
literature of the world. For this, shallow Julian Borchardt
called him a flatterer of Marxl;l t'I‘rue, Bgrchardt did not dream

i irt at Marx on that account. ;

% t?gf“g?aﬁiglivas praised by his satellites as an authority on
-Hegﬁ':l.e founder of scientific Qocialism described the dialectics

i
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| as the most compiehensive and profound evolutio,,
In its materialistic form they found it to be their |,
ant and their sharvest weapon, says Engels. In a |,
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developed and materially enriched Marxism. A 1,
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_Lenin once said of Otto Bauer that he sees only one sid:
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“In the strl'lggl.e for an integral Socialism which w
heal the organisational and ideological split in the worki
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The phrase sounds wonderfully dialectic, but i ity it i
] ! , but in
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superior, but the best part of ourselves, the most acute thinker,
the most stubborn noble fighter who can express quicker and
better than we the things we merely feel and that not clearly.

Bauer proposes international action to compel the dictators
to abolish their dictatorships step by step, for they will not do so
unless compelled. To this end, a strong wave of Socialist public
opinion is to be evoked and the dictators will have to take such
a movement into account because they are attempting to gain
favor with the workers all over the world, ete.

Otto Bauer left Vienna after the fourteenth of February,
1934, in order to seek a new line after the shameful bankruptey
of his policy. He was converted to the dictatorship of the
proletarial (but a dictatorship of his own fashion) and after-
wards to united action. But he finally lands in the arms of
Cardinal Initzer, the head of international anti-Soviet propa-
ganda activities.

Shall this really be the end of him?

1%

But let us leave Otto Bauer where he stands, or staggers,
and let us turn to more important matters.

United action means to take up small matters in a practical
fashion, but it does not mean that one should rest content with
these small matters. We are fighting against the deterioration
of the conditions of the workers, but that does not imply that
we make the best of the existing poverty and misery; we fight
for the democratic privileges of the workers, but we do not
regard them as the highest in life: we fight to preserve peace,
hut certainly not to keep the present distribution of the world
among the imperialist powers as it is now. We rally the forces
of the working class for united action, we widen the united front
into a people’s front not merely to use the a\\fakened and
heightened energies for warding off the deterioration of condi-
tions, but in order to create new and better conditions.

We must see things soberly, but we must see more than what
is lying directly in front of us: we must see bigger things as
well in their connection and rapid evolution. A

The attacks of capital, Fascism, the menace of war are all
scourges of humanity. But at the same time they‘are slymptl;oms
of a disease, of the grave crisis of capitalism, which gives it no
peace. Socialism, on the other hand, has won a final and in-
destructible victory which is growing more and more stable day
by day. P,

Ths; working class has suffered serious defeats, b.ut it is now
again inspired by a spirit of struggle, and this includes the
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workers as well. They are no longer patiently w.
er spell of capitalist “trade revival”; they no |
- acquiesce in the growth of economic distress and
oppression “in order to prevent something worse’
hands with the Communist workers for the fight \
t results are already apparent. :
Fascism is preparing for war. But the Soviet Union |
asingly successful in its wise and persevering peace |
‘bringing together into a united front the nations which cx
not even temporary benefits but merely great disadvant.
from another war. Thus the Soviet Union blows a fresh v
on to the sails of our peace work and new prospects opc
‘before our eyes: we may possibly prevent a war.
- Such were the general circumstances under which the -
enth C ‘ : : B
ongress put forward the slogan: up and fight against
small and smallest grievances, up for unity in action \
Ee\lrel(}xlpmenttts have been rapid. : :
Italy has attacked Abyssinia. The war- i
their hour has come. Hitler Germany is W;[;E?fge rfsextt};tl'?slill“
ig;‘lr}na% 1111:331\.15'OCent1-9.1-Eurcu;:naan—]3altie bloe, and more feveri';|
i Chin‘:.n rearmament. Japan hag launched her new :
But other, opposit S : i i
7 ekl i 1;11)1 d r‘é fggﬂigs ;lé‘;‘gl:g g}ililf the colonial natio
113E i Egypt, to-morrow it will be Tripoli gggﬁ?lsors. T:(')-('l 3
ete. Italian Fa_scmm is entering into a st’ate of i e
}is already having certain favorable effects T?lmSlf?’ e
rst Fascist dictatorship would have incaléﬁl bl S
for Fascism in the other countries and for rea;:' S
: gf course, the overthrow of Fascism will ha.l;')(;]l ae}aaa g
bylt eague action. The League will always thro 4 te acme?ﬂ
elts to Fascism. And even if this were not w out fresh life
\l;vere to fall through League action, such a co ;:!tq and Fageism
be much less favorable to the worldng class, th i 1F tha B
row of Fascism had been achieved by the a RLL
workers themselves. Such iz the pre ls UaEk Achlon Agfiche
with grave dangers but with : sent situdtion, fraughi

The Seventh Congress of gﬁ‘:a&g:gsibilities as well,

put Cfgrw:ad t}[1)e slogan of untle actiomuniSt International has
Comrade Dimitrov calls for internati :
again the pirate war waged by Mh;:(ﬁ?lﬁljlatmnal united action
United action will decide all issues Im-' e,
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Australia’s Fights for Freedom, Democracy,
And Progress

e B, S

By J. N. RAWLING

II. Convict Revolts
N our last issue we showed how the fight for the abolition of
transportation was won by unity and mass action. No more
convicts ever came to Eastern Australia, although in West
Australia, which up to the ‘nineties was a crown colony, the
system was maintained for a few more years. The last convict
ship to come to Australia reached Fremantle on January 10,
1268. It was the “Hougoumont,” and she had on board sixty-
three political prisoners from Ireland, in addition to 320 non-
political convicts. Amongst the former was the famous John
Boyle O’Reilly.

By the time (1851) that transportation to N.S.W. ceased,
nearly 100,000 conviets had come to eastern Australia—con-
siderably more than half of the population. Such figures indi-
cate the importance of the convict element in the make-up of
the population. As we have already pointed out, however, the
convicts—as to ninety per cent. of their number or more—were
by no means a depraved or degraded lot of people. Many of
them were political prisoners and as such were representative
of the elite rather than of the dregs of humanity. Of the rest,
the “eriminals,” some were victims of circumstance and the
harsh criminal law of eighteenth and nineteenth century Eng-
land, and others had fought an individualistic fight against
a society which had robbed them of the right to live honestly.
In all, they were not a spiritless lot but men and women of
back-bone who fought against oppression here as in the old
countries.

That oppression was deadly. Roger Therry was a New
South Wales Supreme Court judge, who, in 1863, published his
“Reminiscences of Thirty Years’ Residence in N.S.W. and Vie-
toria.” In it he tells of his impressions of Sydney when he
landed here in 1829. He described the pleasing prospect of
Sydney in the evening, with its gay streets and well-stocked
shops (population then about 15,000). And then—

“When, however, day dawned in Sydney, the delusion ot
the evening was dispelled. Early in the morning the gates
of the convict prison were thrown open, and several
hundred convicts were marched out in regimental file
and distributed amongst the several public works in
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and about the town. [As the relief workers to-da

cept for the chains and dress!—J. N. R.] As they pa
along—the chains clanking at their heels—the patel
dress of coarse grey and yellow cloth marked wit}
Government brand, in which they were paraded
downecast countenances—and the whole appearance o
men, exhibited a truly painful picture. Nor was it 1
improved throughout the day, as one met kands of

in detachments of twenly yoked to wagons laden
gravel and stone; in this and in other respects they
formed all the functions of labor usually discharg:
beasts of burden at home.” (p. 41.)

Marc}

_Then he tells of the “thrill of horror’” that was added to
pain caused him by such scenes. This was when, a few
later, he witnessed the effects of a flogging. He says:

“The Sydney Hospital, well-situated, was in a line v
the prisoners’ barracks and at a short distance from ti
(about 300 yards). In an enclosed yard of these barrac
shut out from the public road by a very high brick w
ﬂoggmg_was administered. A band of from ten to twe:
were daily, at one period, marched into this yard to
flogged. As I passed along the road about 11 o’clock
the morning, t_here issued out of the prisoners’ barracl
a party consisting of four men who hore on their shoulder
o a miserable convict, writhing in an agony of pain
Als voice piercing the air with terrific scream

stonished at the s1ght, I inquired what this meant, an
wa; told that it was ‘only a prisoner who had been ﬂ(;ggt"
:a.nff who was on his way to hospital’ It often took th
}s;u erer a week or ten days after one of these laceration:

efore he was sufficiently recovered to resume his 1ab0f

and I soon learned that what I h i
an ordinary occurrence.” (pp. 43;-14%?;3“ Yige At thak pegtc

All this was still happenin

g forty years after the fi E |

{‘nle?vt' And what were they flogged for? Judge Th:rr;sttelslettlt.
as once present in the police office in Sydney whe 8 us

was sentenced to fifty lashes for not taking off h-“ a convicl

magistrate as he met him on the g 1§ hat to :

: road.”
floggings to foree confessions from the vgcrzjizirii.)inAtl;Ld t};e]l]
] € STyl

of the Spanish Inquisition. A case is cited from Therry (p. 44)
il p.
Henry Bayre, attached t
) re, o the Domai i
cnct 5 RS TR0 e Doty prty, 1 v
:lls where the money and Property is};tg}gflnﬂg urtllh
m the
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house of William Jacques at Parramatta by him.”

adds: “To this conv_iction is attached .the magis-

tragzﬁgsgrnatures, whose narrrﬁi; it may bea?ebgzﬁlml;rr:gwe:e;?ﬁ
i t to proclaim. eir names -kne ;

gfreiha;rigytﬂgir degds <till remembered in the colony. But gpe
é-,uc}f magistrate was the Rev. Samuel Marsden, of Parramat a,
revered in school text-books as one of the fathers of hxsfcoun ry
and described as “migsionary, magistrate and sheep- armer.
In a report to Governor King in 1805 dealing with sheep raising,

he had this to say:

4 rk more I would make here, viz., that, as
shegg? earl:aer‘?i?nid, delicate animals, their welfare calls for
the constant care and attention of man. Many ﬂoc]_(s have
guffered much this season from the ignorance or inatten-
tion of the proprietors or their servants. Ag those who
possess flocks of sheep acquire more experience and
knowledge, and feel a greater 1nteres!: in them,_ it may
be expected that this useful animal will meet with more
general attention.”

This illustrates Marsden’s solicitude for his sheep. What
was his care of the men over whom he was set? A few years
pefore this, rumors reached Marsden of ai_leged plans for a
rising by Irish political convicts. On the basis of these rumors,
Marsden had a number flogged—one of his star witnesses 1n
his “trial’” of them averring that she had seen them “walking
about and talking very earnestly in Irish,” and that she was
sure that they intended “something very improper.” One of
those flogged was a mere boy from whom Marsden tried to extort
a “confession.” This is a deseription of the flogging by General
Holt, one of the Irish exiles, who was forced to stand by and
watch it:

“The next prisoner tied up was Paddy Galvin, a young
lad about twenty years of age; he was also sentenced
to 300 lashes. The first hundred were given on his
shoulders, and he was cut to the bone between the shoulder-
blades, which were both bare. The doctor then directed
the next hundred to be inflicted lower down, which reduced
his flesh to such a jelly that the doctor ordered him to
have the remaining hundred on the calves of his legs.
During the whole time Galvin never whimpered or

flinched, if, indeed, it were possible for him to have done
s0.”

This also formed the subject of a report from Marsden to
CGovernor King. Marsden had this to say:
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ot without a revolution—but that is

f_l'om the polluf
: Should ha\’l; be
Castle Hill rebel

“An Exploit a la Dumas

.-_ oneerned. Az o
] Pal‘r 4 “ i
reachz{r]ngt,; congiderable element amongst the politica!
King sef ~‘”_‘ sent out to Australia was Irish. Indeed,
g a big part on the Australian stage—not

credit of the Irish masses: for Joseph Aloysius
B descent! But to more than compensate for the
ps, from Wentworth who wanted transportation
ralian peerage, 2 hundred years ago, t0 Joseph of
, to-day, there have been the Irish patriots who have
of Australia’s fights for freedom and progress,
tle Hill (1804) and Eureka (1854) to the anti-con-
[ _yictories (1916 and 1917). It all is to be understood—
or the Irish have been fighting for freedom for 700 years and
many of them who were in Australia were there because
their Rart in that fight.

With the First Fleet, Irish exiles were gent to Sydney and
thence onward. almost every ship brought more. Their num-
bers were swollen after the defeat of the Irish Rebellion of
1798. They became 2 aource of great trouble to successive
governors——-by their determined opposition to tyranny and their
attempts to escape. ;

The second big batch of Irish exiles came after the revolu-
tionary days of 1848, Amongst those who came to Tasmania in
1849 were Smith O'Brien and John Mitchel, editor of the
“United frishman.” Some, with the aid of friends inside and
outside Australia, were able to escape, and their stories are a8

iti Dumas romance. Mitchel escaped, disguised as a

priest, and sailed to America fr 3
The West Australian Trish exiles, whom we have already
referred to as being on the last convict ship to reach Australia,

of an organisation which sprang Uup

were F : 7
after the defeat of the "forties. This organisation became very
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powerful in the 'sixties, after the end of the American Civil
War. The presence of informers in their ranks led to the dis-
covery by the Government of a projected rising and many ar-
rests were made, nipping the revolt in the bud. _

The assistance of Australian opponents of imperialism was
partly responsible for the escape of some of the West Australian
priso"ners. One of these, O’Reilly, whom we have already men-
tioned, escaped, by the help of English settlers, upon an Ameri-
can whaler, in February, 1865, and e:scaped_recaptur‘_e at Rod-
riguez by pretending death by drowning—his hat being found
floating on the water. In 1869, the Gladstone Government par-
doned 45 of them. The widespread_oppamtlon to oppression and
the sympathy for oppression’s victups were shown by the rais-
ing of £5000 in Melbourne for their benefit. But the mos!
romantic story concerns the escape of the six prisoners who
still, in 1875, remained in West Australia. :

In that year, a plan was drawn up to effect their rescue.
With money raised in America, Australia, New Zealand, and
Treland, 2 whaler, the “Catalpa,” was pought. John Breslin
(who had engineered the escape of James Stephens, one of the
founders of the Fenian movement, from Richmond Gaol, Ire-
land), and Thomas Desmond, of San Francisco, were sent out to
Australia to make the necessary arrangements. In Sydney
they joined forces with some Irish envoys, who had £1000 fo
the project, and got into contact with Australian sympathisers
Thence they set out for West Australia, purchasing arms in
Melbourne. In Perth, Breslin became an American investor,
“My. Collins,” and the two of them were received by the Gov-
ernor. There they remained making themselves popular and
even visiting the prison and seeing the prisoners they intendec
rescuing, until the “Catalpa” arrived at Bunbury.

At Bunbury, the Government gunboat, “Georg

every assistance to the “Catalpa” in the matter

and other information. Everything was rea

The six prisoners were allowed certain priv

morning of April 17, they joined the two b

provided for them, with the knowledge that

missed for several hours. They drove rapid
on the coast about 20 miles south of Fremant

boat was to pick them up and take them t«

Everything went as arranged—sentries poste:

the rendezvous to time, and the telegraph lines

Avrrival at the beach, however, meant that
longer avoidable. An onlooker galloped with
mantle. But the cut wires prevented a mesi

sent to the Government gunboat. A police b

- escape
“on the

- later, on passing |

ailed to locate the fugitives during the might. Next
police went out again and were watching the “Catalp
en a whaleboat was seen approaching the latter from shore,
e police boat gave chase and was gaining on the whaleboat,
en the “Catalpa” bore down under full sail and picked up the
whaleboat. The poli ere not more than 400 yards away, and
vessel, saw the Fenians on board. The
mantle where a crowd was awaiting them
he general feeling,” said the Fremantle
/4/76), “was clearly one of pleasure that
far been unsuccessful. . . . . . Never were
mantle so upset or so excited. Business was
e uspended.”

Georgette” took up the chase. 1t overhauled the
day and fired under her stern, whereupon the
1 up the Stars and Stripes and took no notice of
" Another shot was fired across her bow. Then a
n. The Police Superintendent demanded the hand-
of the six escaped prisoners. The captain answered,
0 prisoners aboard—all are seamen belonging to the
- The Police Superintendent gave the captain 15 minutes
and then returned for an answer. But that was the same:
“There were no prisoners.” The threat was then made to fire
into the ship. But the bluff was called—the captain pointing to
his flag. After asking to be allowed to board and see for him-
self and being refused permission, the Superintendent and the -
“Georgette” had to return to port, beaten. To finish the story | }
a letter was sent to New Bedford (Mass.) police, whence came
the “Catalpa,” requesting the arrest of the six convicts. But
the Police Chief there was one of the organisers of the rescue!
He never saw any escaped convicts!

IV. A Black Kosciusko.

A record of the struggle for freedom in Australia would not
he complete without an account of the losing fight waged by the |
black possessors of this country against a ruthless and re-
mm‘seless invader. The “Sydney Morning Herald” (21/9/°34),
in a leader, said that there is a “blessed sense” in which Aus- 3 |
tralia may be described as white. “It is the only country in the 4 |
world . . . . . not stained with bloodshed in possessing or hold-
ing.” The pity is that the majority of Australians believe the
same. Yet, when bloody and lecherous Leopold, king of the
Belgians, was remonstrated with over Belgian atrocities in the
Congo, he asked, “Have you read Dr. Roth’s report of the treat-
ment of the Western Australian aborigines ?”

The “Herald” denied that the “white” of this country had
ever Feen defiled by the red of men’s blood shed on it—‘‘in poss-

police returned to
on the whart, a
“Weekly Hera
the pursuit
the people ¢
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g the “Black War” that the black leader was
to, a native of New South Wales, who had been
asmania for murder. He was used against the
the Government but later gathered around him
0 had suffered at the hands of the whites. He
21l he knew, and got the Oyster Bay tribe to cul-
il. In addition, he instilled into them a relentless
e whites from whom they had suffered so much.
s are told of his acts and alleged atrocities—but all
was the English settlers in N.S.W. and Tasmania
him all he knew, while G. A. Robinson, a missionary
lim, said that all his offences were in retaliation for
e to him.
escribed as being “endowed with superior physical
well as a vigorous intellect and indomitable will.”
@l ast of the Tasmanians,” p. 92.) After carrying
warfare against the whites for a number of years,
Ily betrayed, tried and executed on February 25, 1825.
war went on and did not end until the Tasmanian race
st wiped out. Some Who later surrendered were sent
& Tsland—but they died off one by one. The last living
N was a woman, Truganina, or Lalla Rookh, who died
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hands, as the Roman maiden of old, to prevent a sy
worse fate.” (P. 148.)

And, to-day
“The woolly-haired Tasmanian no longer sings blifl

on the Gum-tree Tiers, or twines the snowy Clen:
blossom for a bridal garland. Our awakened intere
his condition comes too late. The bell but tolls hiy I
and the Aeolian music of the She-oak ig now his requiy
We cover our faces while the deep and solemn voic
our common FFather echoes through the soul, ‘Where iy |
brother. __Oh! if he were here, how kindly would we s«
to him! Would we not smile upon that dark sister ol
forest, and find joy in the prattle of that piccaninny b
But now the burden of each saddened spirit is, Would 1 b
loved him more!” (pp. 215-6.)

_ But, alas for piccaninnies, black and white, su ic ha
piness cannot be where imperialism holds sw;a‘;r. ChTilf:ig ”tl:;ﬁ::'
bringing happiness and culture to the remnant of the black A
tralian people awaits accom) lishment when the white Australi:
people enter into their own inheritance. Thus a doubly pa,h:i(ﬁ

duty is ours!
(To be continued)
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A Better League of Youlh

The Sixth Congress of the Young Communist International and
' the Australian Y.C.L.

By HARRY TORR

For many years much has been gaid al Party and Y.l
Conferences, loeal, national, and international, on the necessity
for “brightening and broadening the life of the Y.C.L." But the
Seventh World Congress of the Communist International had to
yemind us that “In a number of countries, our Young Communist

eagues are atill largely sectarian organigations, divorced from
the masses.” (Dimitrov’s Report.)
~ The Sixth World Congress of the Young Communist Inters

tional, held immediately after, devoted its main attention to
youth leagues and uniting all

giruggle for the right Lo

@ questions of broadening the
forees of the toiling youth for the
and be free.

“The life of the younger generation of toilers in capita-

list countries has lately deteriorated to an unheard of de-
gree, and it atill continues to worsen. The overwhelming
majority of youth are now i ruthlessly oppressed and ex-
ploited g’vnumi,i(m.” (Resolution, Qixth Congress Y.C.1.)
Ag pointed out in an article, the Party, f.h.:’ Y.‘:f.]:., ;uyi the
youth, in the Novemhber “( ommunist Review,” this applies to

Australia as well as to any other capitaligt country, 'I'lmuaun‘liﬂ
of youth who left school years ago have never er.l'klfil, Iix-
ploitation of those who are working, be it in factory, t‘m'm, store,
or office, continues to increase. Students have I:IJ‘IIu'uIty with
their education: “pattleships, not Hl'lltllitl'ﬂlhl[!ﬂ,. i Lhn_[;nllt'y
of the (tovernment. Military heads are gtill agitating lur‘r'v-
luction of compulsory training. Hunger, War, and I'_uﬂ-
all that capitalism has to offer our younger generation.
le Woolf said in his report to the Congress, “The
of the most burning issues of
fate of the people.”  But the
to be a dying generation, The
It is looking for a

inlroc
cigm, are

As Comrac
fate of the youth has become one
our time, and upon ill. Ilt'|ll'l;t|H lhiu
V”H!Ij""l‘ }'_1‘lll'l‘:|,“flli ( ‘N'HIIIU " lW’Hll ;
‘ | ay 18 looking for a way out. king
yu;{”: :it .;I:pl-llxl' L{\\‘}\ir-lj appears to be able to give ”Ifflll |l|('!, ]Ihll'r.":yl,
e 4 asg, They are hewildered by the variety of politica
gnd ‘hdm’:l'l '”|';nmi-.l‘ Labor, Douglas (lredit, and so on, whoso
e cs e Jr-:;t"lr; them to offer a better life. [for this
prnw’:umll;' : : {all an easy prey to Fascist demagogy, unlesn
BAe reaso i

how here their interests veally lie.
we call BILOYY

3 And thi i of the youth leagues
i e y 1

4 ap
n, they
them W

{he role o provide the
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youth with a broad organisation wherein they can ive i
the class struggle, and in the course of th};s act?\fit?:ttt? Jil
Socialism, learn what it is, what it means to them, how tq eltt-"“'
it. Although we have acknowledged before that the “Y.C, L
a school for Communism,” in active practice this funda'm.en-t-}
role of an e_duc_ator_ has been pushed into the background i\
broad organisation is needed, open not only to Communists. b ot
]t_l(; members or supporter_s of the ALP., to those yvouth ’wlir.
Cr;:iiiw;oﬁ% fo;-vr]r]lgdigeflir:ute puliticaiitileas; yes, even to Dougla:

: th, - any cases believe the ing
Zglgr;tl-(ie_xpltahst party. In this organisation'f.;‘;lem;o;t[ipr\)a?ﬁllc Hijf
recrea.f(;)iogealtl?tfs;ngg?tzl };fz?t e ]-the e o oo
same time as they “lear;1 abdﬂ%‘aSngic:lli‘;nh??" i o

Youth’s Enemy No. 1!

Of all the troubles, difficulties, and dane:

1 g les, and dangers co i
gﬂ?élhg\ia;teg:n_%ratlon to—da}_r, possibly the zgr?eatestnfigon;}:g _t1he
st ts1 es all the evils of capitalism, and further 4 Smbm“
e aﬁ an unheard of degree. The Faseists. r;- o
s name:le?, atnd z;plpearing under d?iﬁéfenf’:-p e

- try to utilise the finest and - !

the yout o . :
i JfFr :eélorfr?r i;IiLIelr own ends. Love of -pedﬁﬁ?ogég?iefg o
Al are used to ensnare the youth int e
L h?gl?ei young unemployed, work 'rom?s:&l e rtt}? :
; wages; to th try il
t);;)ung Women, home and happin?esgoumy i Ay
€s€ promises were fulfilled. .

The girls ang women -

iy are forced back to the noeit:
50613231.5(3?1%&8% The number of studegtzhﬁlpfﬂ{]}s
i o 'he maximum number of t
Gejrm a4 year! Baldur wvon Shirach
o egl youth, slanders these youths,t
specis :Iflmagl yc}::’uth c’t’herishes
hikte g ¥ the bully.” Such is the Fascist ideal |

But the youn o
2 gene
dom, not slavery !g ration wants peace, not war

united, constitute g
In the anti-Fascist

young generation of toiler i
S against thei
E](; (t]lllwt? Comrade Woolf again: “A l;f:]lltl'tiommon_
€ Torces of the toiling Youth in the 's?:f;;lm
e
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erialist war, and in defence of their essential rights,
the generation of toiling youth in capitalist coun-
1 es.”
‘progress has already been made in this direction in

jes. In France and America a strong young people’s
‘being built. The American Youth Congress Movement

| to represent a million and a half youth of many polit-
strial, sporting, cultural and religious organisations. In
the young people’s front against Fascism has played an
nt part in defending the rights of the French people.

Unite all Anti-Fascist Youth

ng of all the forces of youth opposed to Fas;igm
An important step is the uniting

forces of the working-class youth into one organisation.
Jere again, successes have been achieved in other countries.
nity agreement has recently been announc;ed between the
ng Communists and young Somahstslof Germany. The
pendent Labor Party Guild of Youth in Britain some .tlm,e,
decided to affiliate as a “body syn}pathetlc to (JO.[ﬁnl'lUIllS?l
he Y.CI. In many other countries, too, negot{atlons : o‘r
pity, for amalgamation, are proceeding between these two sec-

{ rorking youth. il :
' ngnofhtigi);gi,kjﬁiq‘tralia presents c_erta_in pecuha}‘lt}?s, n}lso_freg
88 there is no Socialist youth organisation here ‘];i}.mgdcn?;mv
to supporting Marxism, as in the case Df. I_J.S.A.,f(i};.he.,;sung Sd-
Buropean countries, where there are seut{oniho o Loy O
i omation t‘Asl%i:ﬁlﬂt\tg;tﬁfoff;:ﬁisafiﬁls?s But there
: 1 ‘ " olitical y ; .

:f'ea‘zliliil ;P;:‘hg:j:::l&(‘isoof}]y(JLlth whp fpllow the A.L.P., or evcn"the
; ",z mentioned above, believing that they are opposing
cDagltI;I’hil; even though th_ey are not as yet memgers L?sft argﬁ
organisation. These working-class youth can and m
united in bro

ut this uniti
ot be achieved overnight.

ad working-class organisations, and activised to

. oreater cxtent politically.

3 li{qp(o*.vcrful united working-class sports movement, angieg
rive to “unionise the youth” are stepping stm_ms to a uni ;
e tion for the working-class youth,

itical, but non-party, organisat
e ine to a strengthening of the

in turn lead : 11
Eiroadv beginning in the youth congress mo
' Change the Y.C.L.
m, Narrow, secta_m
d so in Australia,

young people’s front,
vement.

an, isolated,

o V.C.L. in it present for as in other

But

out these tasks. An 2 L
gannot P:-ies, there is the urgent necessity to alter tg‘
 capitall . vouth leagues. This expression no doubt sounds

lcharac!
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very familiar, but this time there is the beginning of some in
provement. Steps are being taken in Sydney and Melbourne
reorganise the Y.C.L., to make it a broader organisation of t}
anti-capitalist youth, and one of the main purposes of this a
ticle is to focus Party members’ attention on the Y.C.L., so th:
the transformation can be more quickly carried out, and th:
where the league does not yet exist, it can be begun on brox
lines.

Agreeing with Comrade Woolf’s statement that “many Youn
Communist Leagues’ internal life is filled with endless politic:
discussions and conferences. ~They often deprive their mem
bers of the possibility of studying, amusing themselves an
living the way the youth normally live,” more youthful activitic
are being developed.

In Melbourne, for example, an Esperanto class is being con
ducted in one locality where there is a “language problem,” an
a class on English for Jewish comrades.

In Sydney, the East Sydney Section is being reorganised o
a “brpad” basis meeting fortnightly; the first branch meeting
covering all units, has just been held, consisting of a short busi-
l;g?]&‘i hm‘eetgﬂg,sfollp\tv%i l_Jy nﬁusical items, supper, and a talk on

in the Soviet Union a you s

spelx: some time there. Y RO T Vho Da:
rrangements are being made for further i *

the form ef musical evenings, inner-league éré%t;iggsa'ﬁﬁggig
nights, impromptu speeches, ete. A search is being, made fc;r
new district headquarters, where club rooms can be established
to which members can come to eat their tea, to read, play pin e
pong, bring their friends to talk, and run functio,ng ysI:; éﬂ ;
camps are organised, where relaxation and study can b i
bined. In short, endeavors are being made in hoth thes x lcom-
to enaE::le the League members to lead the “normal lifee If)af}?s
youth.”  Similarly changes must be made in our dtt.ito 3
activity, discipline, etc. Previously we have demand (l]lde >
recru1ts'to the .League should accept the dictatorsl'ﬁ ¥ fthaLt
p;ﬁ}e}?,ilat, Soviet Power, the necessity for tl‘ansfmiﬁ?,ﬁ?g ;}:19
ali i : W -

P st war into civil war, struggle against opportqmam’ and

50 on.

In place of this state of affairs, the doors of t | T
be opened wide to all the youth who loyally wishhfolfagtg’eg it
its work. The youth themselves must build up their g In
tions, gletermlqe the nature, tasks, forms and met;hod;';mg
of their organisation. This will mean fundamental cha
forms of organisation, as well as in content. In place of
stereotyped street and factory units, clubs and groups of

_—M
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to suit the locality, to cater for the gpecial interest of
'ﬁge;}}uth, must be built, under the control of the yonﬁh them-
Bew‘?%le must so build our organisations that any youth who
wants to dance, sing, engage in sports, take part in exeursions
or in travel, who wants to study languages or geography, or to
perfect himself in his trade, will find the facilities for it in our
organisations. If a girl wants to learn how to sew or embroider;
or study household management, the facilities for it should be
given her in our organisation. Such a change will secure affilia-
tion of various educational, sporting, and cultural youth or-
ganisations.” (Comrade Woolf.)
These specialised groups, instead of being “auxiliary organi-
" gations,” “transmission belts,” will have to be the main form
. of organisation, and naturally, there will be big variations In
different States, cities, and parts of cities.
Tt will be seen, then, that much remains to be done in this
line, and there is room Tor assistance from the adults who can
" devote even only a portion of their time to leading a group of

some kind.

sl

The Press

The press naturally assures a particularly important role
" in building a better and broader League. Already, over thp last
. two months, some definite improvements have been made in 'th%
content of the “Young Worker.” New features, such as a girls
' section, A.L.P. news, more attentiqn to sports, etc., are to be
" noted, and further endeavors are being made to make 11t into t_he
paper of the Australian youth, not of the Young (,Ejmmunlst
League. However, limitations are placed on the _1mp10vements
 in content, as well as in form, by the huge debt which hangs over
the paper.
Non-Party, but not Non-Political

mean the development of %reilllly nont-Pal.rg
of the youth—an organisation not under the contro
}:iiz;lggf thle Communist Party or the A.L.P., but r':ltlll1 lélhdePen?‘;nSt
youth organisation under the control of the;1 y%u ] t%?i‘ef thé
and wide enough to consist, in the words of the esoSu i z of o
Qixth Congress, “not only of Commun_ls_t, but also Socia 151. o
nnn-Pat"iV, national, revolutionary, religious, and other sectio

he youth.” o
& tBS‘[ “this does not mean ‘rh_althth% EEI;q E&Tf%e;t&-:g?[tlop&le
1eal organisation. The task of the Y.C.L. 15 ¢
::(?rl\onﬁc, political, and cultural interests of the youth, and at

These changes
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h the Communist Party, whi

, time educate its “members in the spirit of the (|,
n internationalism, Marxism-Leninism.”

mmunists in the League will try to convince the m.,
it is to their interests to maintain friendly relati,

ch will render them every as:

conclusion, a broad youth organisation of this type w

‘make a vast difference to the working-class movement g

youth have been mobilised beh
dom, and Progress.”

‘whole. The forces of progress will be far stronger when t}

ind the banner of “Peace, Fr

March, 1933
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Dialectical Mate

—_—0

The following material, sent in
ceaders of the Communist Review, is m
from the pamphlet by L. Rudas, “Diale
jalism and Communism.”

DIALECTICAL materialsm is the philosophy of the
The period in which the theory of dialectical mate;

" shape was the period of the tempestuous revolutionary
 of the proletariat in the advanced capitalist countries, a
of the constitution of the proletariat as a class. The
' position and the historic tasks of the working class created the
" necessity for and the possibility of creating a consistent and
strietly scientific materialistic world outlook based on all the
" achievements of science. :
. Dialectical materialism is the science of the general laws of
‘movement and change of matter, the science of development,
which regards the whole world and all processes from the point
" of view of their origin, source, development and decline, as the
" result of their continual contacts and conflicts with other pro-
cesses. of their mutual struggle and their influence on each other.

| Starting from Hegelian idealistic philosophy, Marx and Engels
" goon took the path of materialism. Continuing the teach-
ings of the greatest representatives of philosophy, egrlching
" philosophy with the great achievements of German classic philo-
sophy, especially the philosophy of Hegel, ie., dialectics, Marx
and Engels shattered idealism and overcame the limitations of
. pre-Marxian materialism. ‘ Y
" ia]ectical materialism of Marx and Engels is not merely
ther };Zﬁlif Lof the old materialism. To the firm foundations of
the latter it added the ideological content of the historic develop-
ment of philosophy, natural science and social science. Marxian
d_ell Al materialism is the first complete, consistent, homo-
e C rm world outlook ever drawn up in the hlstogy
o T d- it is the world outlook of the proletariat, which finds
gglﬁrﬁ;ﬁgn ]in absolutely all spheres of action and knowledge.

it i valism and Communism are inseparably
Dk}tlgfitlfr?gh rﬁi&f{lism. Dialectical materialism is the mih’ta_nt
C.(:l}n]ettjonary weapon of the proletariat and the Communist
“,\'.({ u The revolutionary proletarian, the Co_mmumst, is a du.z-
i‘t}ti{‘-ﬁl materialist. The struggle for dialectical materialism is

geneous and unifo



1ot come to the theory of (i,
utionary practice but from |

8 for a “system” of dialeci )
M{g‘hﬂmphica] systen

sm-Leninism is for him -

lers.  “Where,” he asks, 1.,
on of their ‘system’? Sho.

ly ‘scattered pronou,

8 sociologist, who «sk.

nnter-g’t}estion, “Whe
118 ¥

vill seek in vain. |
transitory, a 1
movement of t}

e out of dat
_content whic)

n or Stalin
ary move-
1Ism. And
must he

ilﬂ’:’!lﬂ'el’y a4 new interp cta
s its chief task the transformation
This close connection of ms

phic The really great s
~Wwere in the first ]rlaee, Marx, Engels, and Len;
-wlcal materialism in truly adequate fask

~“Includes in

(18C1)

ings, at the 48
on of that state, of
e it regards every i
a# in fluid movement, and
its transient nature not less
ence ; because it lets nothing impe
 its essence critical and revolutionary.”
ol. I, Kerr edition, 1912. Preface to 2nd
p. 28.) ! _
sees the motive of development in the struggle o
ions, in the splitting of the one and in the struggle
dictory parts.

-~ “Two fundamental . . conceptions of development
. (evolution) are: Development as decrease and increase, ag

- repetition; and development as a unity of opposites (the
division of the one into mutually exclusive opposites and
their reciprocal correlation).

“The first conception is dead, poor and dry; the second
is vital. It is only this second conception which offers the
key to understanding the ‘self-movement’ of everything
in existence; it alone offers the key to understanding
‘leaps,” to the ‘interruption of gradual succession,” to the
destruction of the old and the appearance of the new.”
(Lenin, “Works,” Vol. XIIL)

Dialectical materialism recognises nothing but moti,m, move-
ments, processes. But motions, movements, are of higher and
Hower kinds: the lowest is mechanical mgt:on, mere change of
place, the highest is thought. The particular sciences are all
eoricerned with different kinds of movement. The order in which
the sciences are ranked expresses the sequence of the fo.rm"s of
imovement themselves, the classification of the sciences is “the
elassification and arrangement according to their inherent
sequence of these forms of movement themselves, ?’nd herein
lies its importance.” (Engels, “Dialectics of Nature.”)

y is coneeption of all existence as movement, process, is the
fun;}‘;{]r;e:‘:ta] clzmdition for the underg.tapdmg of dialectic. Only
from this standpoint do the crnntradmtlons' and opposites, their
struggle, their transfnrmation'and conversion 1[11:0 one another,
their inter-penetration, their (!IH_IECtJC?.]' interaction become con?-

hern:ible. Those who see rigid entities hefore_ t}}em angl have
F;gei(] concepts of them in their heads will find it impossible to




" THE COMMUNIST REVIEW

M:]r[‘l:_-; s

ad how the same thing can possess contradictop, |

s or change into its opposite. But to thos. ..

both things and their reflection in our minds as procee..

will not seem strange that a process should have contradic

ncies, sides, elements which conflict with one anothey D

e one another and change one into the other.

~_ Naturally every Communist is not a specialist in philosoph,
We should be unpardonable fools to demand such a thine. |,

neither is every Communist a specialist in economics or Eiqtm ;

Nevertheless every Communist must know the basic featurc- .,

Marxist-Leninist economics and social science if he is to be

conscious and not merely an instinctive fighter for Communisn,
'1_‘!19. same holds good for dialectical materialism., This may ;,'1. ‘
!tlgh demand on the members of the Communist Party, hut
15 just on that account that this party is the conscious \:a.n guard
of _the proletariat. The educational task of the party is to roa;i- :
{Ihlgrnecessary requirement of the class struggle. In the Sovi
mn:l;l: the educational apparatus of the proletarian state is joined
i resources of the party. As experience shows, our par
ereby succeeds better than the bourgeoisie likes. The succes

f‘:‘lﬂl;;mgress of Communism is impossible without education
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aly and Great Brita

Adowa the Italian troops carted
ith them: a monument to the Italian
: ves in the Battle of Adowa in 1896. Immediatel;
fter the entry of the Italian troops into Adowa this monume
s set up and solemnly dedicated. Its plinth bears the words
ave been avenged by the victory of October 8, 1935.”7
8 a little premature of the Italian Fascists to set them-
es up a column of victory already. Although the war has
oing on already for many weeks, it is not possible to talk
ctory. In fact, the real war in Abyssinia has not yet begun.
e preliminary successes achieved by the Italian armies by
eans of an overwhelming superiority of modern equipment and
ifter a year of preparation on their own terrifory are very
noderate. A number of frontier districts varying in depth from
90 to 40 kilometres have been occupied; that is all.
" The deeper the Italians penetrate into Abyssinia the more
difficult and hazardous will their task become. The lines of
communication to be kept open will become longer and more
Sdifficult, and the territory on which military operations must be
conducted will become more and more formidable and more and
more favorable to the particular type _of mlhtary tactiq in 'which
the Abyssinians excel. If the Abyssinian armies av_md pltched.
battles and if the Abyssinian warriors follow the advice given tq
hem by their Negus at the outbreak of war (“The Times,’
Dct. 5. 1935) : . “Be cunning. _Flght against thg enemy man to
an. two against two, five against five, but not in masses. . .
? ont:ea] yourselves, attack une:::pectedl__v, carry on a guerilla
fvar” then the Italian armies will find it extremely difficult to
Bvin 2 decisive victory. Time 18 working in favor of the Abys-
. . Now that the embargo on the export of arms to Abys-
SR been withdrawn and Great Britain is encouraging such
Slmd.i ’ 'g h('. Abyssinian equipment in modern war mat.erlals_ is
QL0 . The horror of aerial warfare is being

. oving every day. )
lmI;};;]‘,'::.’;i by familiarity. On the other hapd, sickness qnd
rﬂl.](,.lqe is making gaps in the ranks of the Ifalian forces, whilst
1s€askt 2

difficulties of Italian capitalism and the discontent
masses of Italy are steadily growing.
ted out in our last survey, this will be an arduous

the economic
of the working
As we poln
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war for Italy, and not a “minor colonial operation.” It is signi-
ficant that the military situation has demanded the presence of
the Chief of the Italian General Staff (Marshal Badoglio) at the

scene of operations.

It is not our task to deal with the details of the campaign;
‘the daily newspapers publish enough material on the point.
However, we wish to stress the fact that if the Italian military
operations continue at their present rate, then the conquest of
Abyssinia will take many years, particularly as each period of
rain means the complete holding up of all military operations and
will even endanger the maintenance of the positions already won.
In addition, the privations which such a protracted war must
bring to the Italian people, who are by no means enthusiastic
about it in any case must necessarily lead to a serious threat to
~ the whole Fascist regime in Italy, whose prestige has already
been damaged by its foreign political isolation.

The Imperialist Antagonisms After the Outbhreak of War
: ~ Between Italy and Abyssinia

Italy’s attack on Abyssinia is the second attempt at a redis-
tribution of the world by violence since the world war. It is
obvious that the complete passivity of the League of Nations
and of the great imperialist Powers towards the annexation of
Manchuria by Japan with armed force led Mussolini to the false
conclusion that the world would remain equally passive in the
fa}ce of an Italian attack on Abyssinia. Mussolini has been sadly
disappointed. We do not estimate the practical effect of the
League _o-f Nations sanctions very highly (we shall deal with the
problem in detail further on), but nevertheless it is necessary to
ask oursel\{es why the reaction of the world to Italy’s attempt
to altgr existing territorial relations by force was so different
from its reaction when Japan did the same thing two years ago.

The most important factors seem to us to be as follows :—

(a) The seizure of Manchuria by Japan was directed chi
against the Seviet Union. It represented the erection ?:jlf :.hzﬁiflli}:
tary wall between the Soviet Union and China, where the exis-
tence of the bourgeois Kuomintang Government was threatened
by a revolutionary Soviet movement. It represented the estab-
lishment of a basis of operations on the Asiatic continent for a
'f_uture war against the Soviet Union. The fundamental antag.
ism between the Soviet Union and the capitalist world t
hampered, under the circumstances, any energetic action
part of other capitalist countries against Japan.

L
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iattack on Abyssinia, however, means in the last resort
on Gregt Br_ilain’s world position. Were Ttaly really
@in subjugating Abyssinia, “the mountain fastness of
it would thereby win a strategic position out of which
i would be able to drive it. The Abyssinians have suc-
defending their mountainous country against the at-
all enemies—most of them in possession of equipment
Or to that of the defenders—for thousands of years, but if
rie the Italians succeeded, then their possession of modern
equipment would render their position there impreg-

Ce in possession of the Abyssinian mountain fastnesses,
would threaten almost all sections of Great Britain's
n colonial empire: Egypt from the East and West (from
a), the Sudan from the East, Kenya and Uganda from the
h, and British Somaliland from the West. The uninterrup-
and connection from the Cape to Cairo, which the leaders of
ish colonial policy worked decades to establish until they
ally succeeded in the World War, would be fatally threatened
‘an Abyssinia in the hands of Italy. But a still more important
e of communication would be threatened, the most important
e line of the British Empire, the way to India through the
ez Canal and the Red Sea, if the [talian colonies Eritrea and
Somaliland, up to the,present only two narrow strips of desert
d along the sea, were joined up with a strategically invulner-
ble hinterland.

i Italy in firm possessi
renresent a permanent t
" Empire as a whole, and no amoun
L it would “respect the rights and inte
| alter this situation in the least.

| resistance which Great Britain has o _ [ i
" and the mobilisation of the League of Nations against the Ital‘laln
attack on Abyssinia instead of the passing of a vote of mo?a

| condemnation, as was done in the case of the Japanese attack on
| Manchuria.

(b) Both Japanese and
tions mean war,” but Japanese imperialisn :
political and strategic situation to put this threat 1
than is Italian imperialism.

Pelitically: Japan was entitled t
lar situation in the struggle of two syst
|d not be able to bring themselves

on of the Abyssinian highlands w_opld
hreat to the existence of the British
t of assurances from Italy that
rests of Great Britain” could
This explains the energetic
ffered to the Ttalian designs,

Ttalian imperialism declared, “Sanc-
1 was in a much better
nto action

o reckon that in view _of %t:‘-
ticu ems, the caplta]_lst
i to undertake joint

Po“re'[‘h' wou
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action: as_they did at the Washington Conference in 1921-22, to
ma.ke it disgorge. In 1921 the Soviet Union was still weak énd
owing to the New Economic Policy the bourgeoisie was fostérin o
- illusions about the possible peaceable development of the Soviet

Union back to capitalism. For these reasons it appeared quite

safg to clip Japan’s claws a little. To-day, however, the Soviet
Umon 1s a power of world importance, and the J apanese imperial-
Js_tg, calculated correctly when they decided that the other capi-
talist Powers_ would not be able to bring themselves to streng-
then the pom_tlpn of the Soviet Union still more, relatively at
least, by any joint action on their part against Japan. Japan was
also able to count on the strength of the imperialist antagonisnli
between Great Britain and the United States, the two imperiaﬁ st
Powe}'s whose close co-operation was absolutely essential 1f
sanctions were to be imposed effectively. And finally, Japan was

forces free to defend the class domina i :
Ces to d t : nce of the Chines -
geolsle against the Chinese Soviet Revolution rather thz:]el E;:zt

a wa i .
B ai against Japan for the defence of Manchuria and North

Strategically: Japan’s position in Japanese inese
ﬁaterst}is ncomparably stronger than it ,was? in 1921?n%a§;1rllnhe;ii
?1 ;s;gb ened its ﬂeet_ and greatly extended and strengthened its
ko tasi}sl. The dlstancq from the Sino-Japanese territorial
g OB mte }I:earest Arnerlcap naval bases (Hawaii) and to the
gl - 1: nfaval base (Smgapore) is so great that despite
aish the? ¥ of tonnage enjoyed by the British and American
Sino-J;l apanese navy would be superior to either of them in

panese waters,e‘?‘lelrtlée mgfe io as neither Great Britain
5 e able to des i i
strertlglt]}. against .{apan, because hoth of ‘gfg;lh hlef\sze fgxllorﬁc:lf:
lggﬁsfanégss,tit;é flcl:lr eot}:‘?lll‘ _wa.}ers toddefend. Under these cir-

St : - en Japan declared, * i
;-\}rlar,P ht'}ll'e t_hreat was serio_us, and involved poss?l?i}y'c?ﬁsslor:eart]'
¢ thilippines for the United States and perhaps th lsiO

of Great Britain from North and Central China T

However, when Mussolini uttered th
7 ) A S utte ¢ same thre £ :
:;Ions mean war,” the weight of his words was considi?:a;bl S?“c
an that of the Japanese words. s

Politically : In Ttaly’s case the antagoni
gonism of the two syste
glagfs no r91e. The conquest of Abyssinia does not thre‘at);ﬁ 5{?
oviet Union, but the powerful British Empire, which is incom-
parably stronger than Italy both economically and in its potential
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sources. The antagonisms and contradictions between
: ialist States of Europe are so complicated and so intri-
they run parallel and counter to each other in such a
of ways, that Italy has no guarantee of securing any
a war against Great Britain. This is a question which
deal with later.
ategically: In this respect also, Italy’s situation is much
than that of Japan in the event of war with Great Britain
United States. Whereas Japan was able to seize the whole
churia and parts of Northern China without encountering
sistance from the Chinese Kuomintang Government, Italy
ave to wage a long, hazardous, and costly war if it wishes
bdue Abyssinia. As far as the strategic situation of Italy
If 1s concerned, all its important towns are within easy range
he air fleets of almost every country in Europe, and in par-
ilar, the great concentration of large-scale industry (particu-
y the armament industry) in Northern Italy renders Italy
pecially vulnerable to air attacks. In addition, the enormous
Stretch of coast line renders Italy particularly vulnerable to
lattack from the sea. Still further, the last World War demon-
'Strated that the Alps represent no insurmountable hindrance to
‘an invasion of Italy from that direction.
. On the other hand, however, it is indisputable that Great
" Britain’s strategic position as against Italy in the Mediterranean
has become definitely weaker since the \-\"orllli War. The tonnage
" superiority of the British navy over i‘ts Italian rival is still very
ereat, it is true, but whereas a part of the _ ; ti-
cally obsolete, almost all the Italian naval units are of post-war
construction, and further, Italian armaments, as far as t_he most
modern weapons of naval warfare are concerned, sul_m’l.arufm(s} an(é
seaplanes, are at least the equal, if not the superlor, ot Grea

is ci i 7 ic ralue
itain’s s circumstance has greatly depre_cldted the value
B alta, within easy reach of

of t rreat British naval basis at M ]
:([)ga]t\}-"l.ea&lf;:lis which before the era of the bombing planetw(jlast}l;lell‘g
to be impregnable, because the naval forces concentrated the
offer a good target for raiding bombers.
whereas Great Britain would appear strong
enough to maintain its hold on Gibraltar and Maltz_i and the Suez
(Canal, and to bottle up the Italian navy in the Adriatic Sea, Italy
would appear strong enough to be able tq prevent a blockade o_f
Italian ports by the British navy, anfl to interrupt sea commu?l]—
cation in the Mediterranean, t;hat is to say, to interrupt the
normal route to India. This is obviously the reason for the

British navy is practi-

To sum up:
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repeated assurances given by British statesmen that Great Bri-
tain does not intend to apply any sanctions against Italy on its
own account, and this is also the reason why Great Britain has
so categorically demanded guarantees for the co-operation of the
French navy and for the free use of French (and Greek) naval

bases.

Potentially considered, Great Britain is greatly superior to
ftaly on the naval and military field. The population of Great
Britain and its colonies is more than ten times the population of
"taly. The economic superiority of the British Empire to Italy
3 enormous. Great Britain can reckon on the assistance—or at
least on the benevolent neutrality—of all those countries which
are economically dependent on it or under its military pressure:
Portugal with its colonies, Holland with its colonies, Greece, and
Abyssinia (and under the given circumstances the Abyssinian
army is no mean factor), whereas Italy has, for the moment at
least, no reliable ally at all, for even Austria and Hungary might
very easily go over to the camp of the enemy under certain
circumstances.

However, at the actual moment Great Britain is not so well
prepared for war as is Italy, and what is much more important,
Great Britain has nothing to gain from the world war which
would probably blaze out of z military collision with Italy,
whereas it has a tremendous amount to lose. This is the reason
why Great Britain is supporting with all posgible energy the
efforts of the League of Nations to preserve the peace, and why
its policy is to keep its own measures against Italy within the
fg‘amework of the general action of the League of Nations. This
situation brings the Italo-British antagonism into the centre of
the_Euroi:ean political stage, and makes the already complicated
skein of interests and antagonisms still more intricate,

: It is not our task to follow the rapid series of moves on the
dlplomatlic chessboard in all its details. On the contrary, we
shall strive to simplify the picture by picking out the crucial
tactors.

The starting point for our investigations must he two basi
facts: the shatterm_g of the Versailles system by’ the feveﬁilf
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between Great Britain and Italy is one between two Powers

which fought side by side in the World War The result of th

- = Z e
facts is that the relation of forces between the two great mili 3
centres on the Continent, Germany and France, has heen greatly
altered, 153

d in particular its Eastern allies, above all Czecho-
s itself threatened by Germany and needs Italian
- in order to repulse German penetration in South-
iurope, and in particular the conquest of Austria. On
a treaty of friendship was signed between France and
er a long period of more or less strained relations, In
retain French friendship, Mussolini has declared openly
l, despite its commitments in Abyssinia, [taly remains strong
gh to fulfil all its obligations “at the Brenner Pags,” in other
ds, to defend the inviolability of Austria against Germany
force of arms. The great [talian army manoeuvres which took
ace in the summer on the Northern frontier were intended to
prove this to the world.
~ However, France needs the assistance of Great Britain to
defend itself (and Belgium) against German aggression on its
Northern frontiers just as much as it needs Italian assistance.
The conflict between Great Britain and Italy has put France into
* a very awkward situation. France was compelled to choose
- between Great Britain and Italy. Despite all Laval’'s complicated
manoceuvres and although he succeeded in delaying matters con-
siderably, and successfully toning down the League of Nations
sanctions against Italy, he was in the last resort not able to
refuse his ‘consent to the avplication of the League sanctions.
Great Britain put France under considerable pressure from two
sides.
The foreign policy of France since the war h:}s consisted
fundamentally in an attempt to maintain the \'ersnillvs svstem
within the framework of the League of Natinl_}s. When, th:‘t'z_‘-
fore, Great Britain mobilised the Le:ague agams! Italy, and it
became clear that a second failur_e like the one m'the case of
Manchuria and Japan would_deprwe the League of Nnrmusvt\!f_
the last vestige of its authority in the world apd even mzd.-_m_;.u
its very existence, France could not stand aside. In zu.i;{.n‘miu.
Great Britain gave Franpe to understand (and had ':lllllt \r
demonstrated the thesis md_lsputahly by its nafal‘aglf}fﬁ;el]}f
with Germany concluded \wtho_ut consulting Fla.mef) N-‘tli o
France did not join in the action of the League o nedtitt)n;‘.
against Italy then Great Britain would loosen its con It_:lluder
with France in favor of closer relations with Germgn%v. ! ';1'1’11
: ions action o e League ke
!l}llxllz?tinf}:teol;';.ct that this co-operation dealt a ?eavy blow to the
nevw -found friendship between France and Italy. o Tk
Now, whilst the conflict between Great Britain an ¥
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France in an awkward situation, it at the same time improved
_&eﬁmmy’s.fqreign political situation, because the conflict made
Germanfi’s friendship valuable to both the disputants, gave Ger-
‘many the possibility of manoceuvring in all directions, and
finally selling its support to the highest bidder. Germany
- refused to take part in the sanctions action of the League of
~ Nations, and demonstrated its friendship towards Italy by the
benevolent attitude of Hitler when the new Italian Ambassador
: &h:)e Gem%a]’;y presented his credentials in Berlin. However, this
not by any means preclude the possibility th :
may utilise Italy’s difficulties to carry 0111)3 a coup};gaiaﬁZtG.:E?t?'?g
naturally with Great Britain’s tacit approval. 5

The conflict between Great Britain and Ttal com

main concentration of British forces in the Medit):erranelza,?:s—-fl}llg
forces of the strong'est_ capitalist Power in Europe which is inter-
ested, at the moment, in the maintenance of the existing division
of the world—and has_strengthened-the hands of all those forces
all over the world which are in favor of a redistribution of the
vmr}d. Japan is op_eratu_lg more aggressively than ever before
;ﬁ];a‘lar;ftl"l:o:)ﬁ}'ls Ci?}'x;na 5 X it is ddeiilil])erate]y provoking the Mon-
olian Pec public, and deliberately provoking frontier
“incidents” between Manchukuo and th i o it
has insolently rejected Great Britaliln’ ; S_ovzet Umgn, e
as 1 : ) diation (Leith Ross’
visit to China and Japan) with a viewst;n :ecurin o
! £ an agreement

iy nge::y : J;I(?gaczll and China. FqllpWing Germany’s gz;,::{anu:)]e
i emands the recognition of its right to re-arm and
on of the territoria] provisions of the treaty of Trianon.
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slovakia, ete,

The Search for a Compromise

For months, now, efforts h e
hs, y ave been made par 1
War preparations of Ttaly, Abyssinia, and Grea]:BBarl;g;i;‘ﬂg -:!g:;

2

d is adopting an aggressive attitude towards Czecho--
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fomise, naturally at Abyssinia’s expense. France is most
Iy at work to find a compromise to end the conflict
n Great Britain and Italy as quickly as possible. In view
P threatening preparations of Fascist Germany for war,
g cannot afford to have either Great Britain or Italy as its
g, and it is therefore anxious to put an end to the embar-
ig situation in which it is repeatedly called upon to choose
een Great Britain and Italy. The longer the conflict lasts
more certainly will France be forced objectively into the
Pltalian camp, owing to the functioning of the League of
fiorls mechanism, and all Laval’s efforts to sabotage the
lication of sanctions and tone down their character will not

him in the long run.

But for Fascist Italy, also, the increasing pressure causes its
ielination to seek a compromise to strengthen. The most impor-

ant factors in this respect are:—
(a) The recognition that Great j?l'itai_n is fully (ielerm_in_ed
go to war if necessary to prevent the hlghlands_ of Abyssinia,
Béithe mountain fastness of Africa,” from becoming an Ttalian
7possession. The concentration of a tremcndousTy powerful
f naval units from all parts of the world,

- British fleet, made up o s fr IEROE
in the Mediterranecan is eloquent of this determination;
ec iti ‘ rance wspite all promises that
b) The recognition that France (despite al
La“ﬁil )ma\' have made when the pact of_ friendship was concluded
between France and Italy) will, if it is finally c_ompelled to choose
between Great Britain and Italy, choose the side of the stronger

Sz te AT Iv indicated by the guarantee given by
battalions, as is_clearls rent of an Ttalian attack on

to Great Britain that in the ey :
chr:nBciitiqh Mediterranean fleet the Frﬁncllg .?rhforcg f}?afit Esg
g ai sh, an
h navy would come to the aid of the British, ' t
glll'ftrigh navy would be granted the use of French naval bases;
‘ / mi loit Italy’s difficult
The fear that Germany might exp :
situgﬂon in order to seize Austria by a military c::»up and thus
greatly endanger Italy’s position in Central Europe;
iti : ilitary tactics employed by the
d) The recognition that the military tac [ ’ £
Al:ufss}ilrlialisl thst is to say, the avoidance of pitched_battles H?
which the s’uperior technical equipment of t_.he [talian fOl‘CE!b:
could be used to the full, make any rapid ending of the w?,r (}i
decisive vietories impossible, and that the supply c,:-f armb_:):{lh
\munition to the Abyssinians is guaranteed, t]’!anl.\:i to B:rl ‘15
<istance, thus making vears of arduous campalgning ne?es:-,.ary
der to crush the armed resistance of the Abyssinians ;



‘economic difficulties, which will be intensified by

of the League of Nations sanctions, make it
or Italy to wage a long-drawn-out war without a

deterioration in the standards of living of the Italian

ople to a very considerable extent;

he fear that such a great deterioration in living stan-

‘might produce a revolution; and

“victories” which have been won up to the present
e for Mussolini to extricate himself with a com-

i gerous adventure without any all too great
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fact | ,Muss_olini is now prepared to come to some
ise agreement is shown by two things:—
The “gesture” made under French pressure of with-
one of the three Italian divisions stationed in Libya in
to lessen the tension between Great Britain and Italy; and
(2) The demands which Italy is now putting forward with
to the partitioning of Abyssinia_—as far as one can recog-
from the reports in the world press—are in some
avorable to Italy than the provisions of the 1925
between Great Britain and Italy.
difficult question to answer is whether the British
is really anxious to end the conflict with Ttaly as
as possible. The ways of British international politics
ays very obscure. Sk g

i :ﬂy speaking, the following factors suggest that the

oisie would be ready to settle the conflict as quickly

be intensified, then the danger of a new mrld w
conjured up, and Great Brita aver. thi Et
beaaic o o o?n Foos reat Britain does not fav_‘qr: this, at
ang™), The powerful rivals of Great Britain (the United &

- and Japan) might exploit Great Britain's cﬂin}l'fi e
iterranean to pursue their own ends in other pa

: o8 __(C) A decisive victory for Ita’.ly' in the war a;

compel Great Britain to take up the fg
() A decisive defeat for Italy in the war
is aleo undesirable from Great Britain's point of

‘would tremendously increase the national feelings
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pesed Asiatic and African peoples and give a tremendoug
etus to the national revolutionary movement of all the
11al peoples for their emancipation.

Under the circumstances, it is diffieult to judge accurately
iprospects of the further development of the situation. One
ig seems to be certain: Great Britain will under no circum-
nces agree to a solution which gives Italy military control of
8 Abyssinian highlands, and Great Britain will also not agree
solution which gives Abyssinia no outlet to the sea but
gh Italian territory. We consider it most probable that
t Britain will let the negotiations drag on for a long time in
that Italy may grow weaker and weaker as the result of
16 war against Abyssinia, and in order to have sufficient time
equip and organise the British naval, military, and air forces
meet any subsequent necessity for war. In the meantime, a
promise is being zealously sought. There are valid reasons
hy all the parties involved should seek to end the.cqnﬂict as
‘quickly as possible, naturally at the expense of Abyssinia, and it
& is probable that such a compromise will be found. On the other
hand, it is npt at all impossible that the war between Italy anl
* Abyssinia will form the prelude to a new world war and to a
counter-revolutionary war against the Soviet Union.
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