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March, 1946

HE imperialist colonial system was indicted and
placed in the dock at the initial meeting of
the United Nations Organisation. That was the
true significance of the struggle between Mr. Bevin
and the Russian and Ukrainian delegations. The
colonial system, from the point of view of demo-
cracy and world progress, is just as much a
reactionary anachronism as is fascist Spain. It is
a system of super-exploitation which brings con-
tinuous famine and death, incredible poverty and
backwardness to its unfortunate victims. It is
maintained by armed violence and refusal of
entary rights to the colonial peoples. The
Xvival of the imperialist colonial system in India,
_undonesia and elsewhere contains the greatest
danger to future peace.

Mr. Bevin may protest that Britain was the
“target’’ for the attack on the colonial system. That
is inevitable while British capitalism remains the
greatest imperialist power in the history of the
capitalistic system, directly exploiting some half a
: o billion people and, through the subsidiary Dutch,
ALL CONTRIBUTIONS SHOULD BE SENT Portuguese and BelgTi:n Empilre.s. a ?uﬂdredl mil-l-

INTS ; e lions or so more. e complaint of the colonia
L IE BRI, SOMMUNIST REVIEW, e | and semi-colonial peoples, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt
695 GEORGE, STREET, SYDNEY.

L]

and Indonesia naturally was directed at British
imperialism. So, too, would India direct its com-
plaint were it allowed a free voice before the UNO
Assembly. So, too, would Burma, Malaya, Indo-
China and the African colonies indict the British
ruling clags. While Bevin was wriggling, evading
and shouting at UNO, soldiers and police were
shooting down, for the thousandth time, the Indian
masses. That is the unanswerable reply to Bevin.
HThe interference in Greece has its basis in the
ssrategic military defence of the imperialist colonial
stem. So. too, with Bevin's efforts to maintain
= B e semi-feudal dictatorship in Persia.
g To attack imperialism does not mean to attack
A the British people as Bevin slanderously asserted.
Imperialism is the outcome of monopoly capitalism,
in its search for markets, super-profits and control
of raw materials to the exclusion of imperialist rival
monopolists of other countries. Mr. Bevin was
quite plainly defending the Anglo-Persian Oil trusts
and, in Indonesia, the Anglo-Dutch Shell Co. M.

in |

AND SHOULD BE IN BY THE FIFTH
OF THE MONTH,

L 4

~ to Bevin: "The Red Army fights to defend its
country and not for the oil companies.”
~ Bevin, charged with restoring reaction, inclu
- open fascis § with the sla
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Vyshinsky clearly indicated this when he retorted

Bevin's only strong card was that the majority
who had to make the decisions were representatives
themselves of imperialist powers. Hence, Bﬁﬁ
was assured of a majority vote and this was coupled
with the fact that the Soviet representatives did not
wish to force the issue to the point of breaking up
the United Nations Organisation. § '

Joseph Stalin long ago summed up the attitude
of such “Socialists”’ as Bevin, who in reality support
imperialism, when he wrote: ]

“In the era of the Second International it
was usual to confine the national question to

a narrow circle of questions relating exclusively

to the ‘civilised nations.” The Irish, the Czechs,

the Poles, the Finns, the Serbs, the Armenians,
the Jews and a few other European nationali-
ties — such was the circle of non-sovereign
peoples whose fates interested the Second
International. The tens and hundreds of
millions of the Asiatics and African peoples
suffering from national oppression in its crudest
and most brutal form did not as a rule enter
the field of vision of the ‘Socialists.” The
latter did not venture to place the white peoples
and coloured peoples, the ‘uncultured” Negroes
and the ‘civilised’ Irish, the ‘backward’ Indians
and the ‘enlightened’ Poles on one and the
same footing. It was tacitly assumed that
although it might be necessary to strive for
the emancipation of the European non-sever-
eign nationalities, it was entirely unbecoming
for ‘decent Socialists’ to speak seriously of the
emancipation of the colonies, which were

‘necessary’ for the ‘preservation’ of ‘civilisa-

tion.” (Stalin, “The National Question Pre-

sented.”’) R i

Bevin, Makin and Fraser, leaders of the Labor
Parties of Britain, Australia and New Zealand,
declared themselves before the whole wor s
.defenders of the imperialist colonial system, ther
forfeiting any faith a thousand million
people and the advance guard of
throughout the world may ha
the fight for the liberation of
Asia. g '

Nor can one remain a p

own country if he support:
abroad. “Labor i
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It is true, of course, that the Bank has been
virtually under Government co_ntrol for some yearsi
and it may be said that this Bill merely gives lega
sanction to the existing state of aﬁs}lrs. But the
point really is that the Government is a new one,
with new ideas about the extent and kind of con-
trol that must be operated if a great reconstruction
programme is to be carried through without saboc-l
tage from the City. Coupled with the propose
National Investment Board, the Bank of Englan':l.
through its power of direction to other banks, W!]l
be able decisively to direct the nation’s finances in
accordance with Government policy.

But there are still weaknesses. The Bark is to
be controlled by a Court of Governor and Deputy
Governor appointed for a five-year term (and
apparently not removable during that time by the
Government of the day), and |6 other Governors,
four of whom shall retire each year, in rotation.

The people will require to be satisfied that this
Court is answerable to the Government, removable
by, the Government, and is composed of people
who represent the interests of the working people.
The present close monopoly of finance and big
business represented on the Court of Governors
must be broken. We cannot entrust our destinies
to Lord Catto (of Morgans), Hambro (of Ham-
bro's Bank, G.W.R., etc.), Astor (of The Times),
representatives of Barings, Schroeders, and Flem-
ings, Cooper of the Hudson's Bay Company, the
shipping magnates such as Anderson (P. and O.),
Sanderson (Shaw Savill), industrial bigwigs such
as Hyndley (Powell Duffryn, Guest Keen and
Nettlefolds), Weir (G. and J. Weir), etc. These
are all on the present Court. Where is the YU
Where is the Co-operative movement?

A substantial change will have to be made.
Some of these Governors will have to be removed
for good. ;

So will all the 17,000 stock-holders. These
17,000 people own £14,533,000 of Bank stock
between them. They are going to receive
£58,212,000 of Government stock carrying 3 per
cent. interest in exchange. In other words, these

' -ﬁople are going to be paid £1,746,360 a year
- for ever—unless the Government in* 1966 prefers
~ to stop pa{ng them that annual tribute, and pays

~ them the whole sum of £58,212,000 in cash, intact.

: TE!:I immense sum of compensation must be
;! No mmurﬁ has ever before been

in reaniring such a considerable expendi-
thout the ﬁ!ﬂ?st publication of the accounts
es upon which the compensation has been

- no adequate ¢

wolders is disclosed,

‘-
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: h is known. The Bank has managed‘ to
Gubthis mien | |2 per cent. interest over the

erage of :
Py B R It has done well for itself—out

last twenty years.
of the public.

For what is the business of the Bank out of
which this considerable profit has been n_ladc? Tl;le
Bank (in addition to its private ban]flng WOTK,
which can produce only a small part of its income)
derives its income from its functions as a Central
Bank, from its management of Government stoc]-ss'
of the lIssue Department, of the Exchange Equalis-
ation Fund, for all of which it is well paid by the
Government.

In other words, the Bank has made‘its profit
out of its activities as the Governments agent,
Precisely by reason of its operation of Govern-
ment policy in the money market, the present mar-
ket price of its stock stands high; higher than it
stood 20 years ago.

Can a progressive Government support the |
principle of paying out of public funds an inflated
capital sum guaranteed to produce for ever an
income that has only been earned because a private
monopoly acted virtually as a Government De-
partment?

Is this a satisfactory precedent to set, when it
is hoped that many monopolies, some, maybe, in
a decrepit state, but others now profitable, going
concerns, will be nationalised?

The nation cannot afford this type of “genero-~

sity” to those who have sucked it dry for far too
many years. '

We may in the present circumstances have to
compensate them. But in a reasonable manner,
and for a reasonable period; not by placing an
intolerable capital burden on the nation.

Fixed annuities if necessary at the present rate
of income, for the life of the present holder or for
20 years, whichever should be the shorter period,
would be quite enough. If that is not agreeable,
in any event the proposed sum of Government
stock must be drastically cut and should carry a
lower rate of interest. The issue of new stock now
at 3 per cent. is hardly in line with the Chancellor’s
suggestion that the Government is aiming to secure
ow rates on long-term securities, and is setting a

bad precedent which the City is watching with eager ' ;

eyes,

The principle of this Bill is sound, and mus
be fought for against the Tory barrage that will he
put up against it. But the Labor movement wil
ave to seek some amendment of the compe
tion proposals, and will require satisfactory
tees that control really will 1e vested in the h
of those the movement can 'tr%qt:g' G LY

~ profoundly similar.

 'so profoundly removed from reality can be made

was, along with Goering and
-].bcpme a mi {

THE Medical ] lwurﬂal of Australia,
contains a lengthy presidential
ered by Dr. John Dale, the well.
Officer to the City of Melbourne,ellok?ﬁ:v l{/il-::a'lth
Branch n?f the British Medical Asaociétionc %ﬂ'ﬂ
address is noteworthy because it is pblitirjal 'b“
cause it will be read by thousands of medicil.m&
throughout Australia, and as these men are persoen
of influence, it will have a political eﬁect.extendi:s
far beyond the medical profession: and it is a!ss
noteworthy because it gives a clue to the political
ideas of a large section of our intelligentsia.

Dale begins by stating that political problems
are at present of great concern to the profession.
']:hxs re_commendat:on of politics to the serious con-
sideration o_f our doctors is welcome to Communists
whose aim is that. everyone should take their poli-
tics seriously and in the end should be able to take
part in the government of the country. It may be
safely stated that this president of a B.M.A. locale
is quite unaware of that Communist objective. This
is evident from his statement “that the period is at
present a battleground between two opposed philo-
sophies—on the one hand the philosophy of col-
lectivism, under which the individual is subservient
to an abstraction called the State . . . and on the
other hand the philosophy of freedom which aims
to secure the utmost development and liberty of
each precious, unique individual.” Naturally we
ask, who are these state-worshipping collectivists?
According to Dale “Germany and Russia have
nationalised and socialised their medical services.”
Thus in this address Dale has managed to give con-
siderable support to two errors fostered by anti-
Communist, anti-Soviet war mongers; namely. that
nationalisation and socialisation are identical and
that Hitlerite Germanv and the Soviet Union are
The conclusions drawn are
two: (1) That the medical profession must fight
against further nationalisation of medicine b? the
Labor Government, and (2) that tbé-prUfmn
must oppose socialism—or else we may be .gnsl?Vﬂﬂ.
as Hitler Germany. ' ; 20

It is remarkable and disturbing that stat

January 19,
atltiraes Hiils:

Yo the medical profession. Surely everyone

that Germany was a capitalis

Po. O’DAY. {

leave Australia to make this observat

example, the Liberal Party which is pure
and the Labor Party which is bourgeois
Indeed Dale does not seem to be gifted with
talent for observation, or else he would know tl

collectivists do not set up an apparatus called th
State to which the individual must be subservie

This was done by Hitler, Mussolini and Tojo. Thi
men in their writings and speeches affected to wor-
ship as mystic entities the German, Italian, and
Japanese States respectively; to all, divine origin
was ascribed. While in reality they developed the
most powerful material states with an enormous
bureaucracy, armed forces, courts, jails, torturers
and executioners. These states enforced servile
obedience to the commands of the monopoly capi-
talists and big landowners. :

On the other hand, ihe collectivists, i.e., the
- Communists, do not idealise the State. They re-
gard it, as our law schools do, as an earthly mortal
organ of power directed against the external and
internal enemies of the rulers. Therefore when
socialism is universal, the State will no longer be
necessary and will be relegated to the museums.
Then and only then, the collectivists say, will man
attain the fullest possible freedom, individually and
- collectively. ;

We agree with Dr. Dale that two philosophies
are opposed in the world today. But this is no
ing new. Idealism and materialism have been
opposed for 2,000 years. Today Idealism is the
philosophy of the reactionaries. Materialism is that
of the progressives. Scientific medicine, like all
science, is de facto materialist. Hitler, Mussolin
and Tojo were lIdealists. So, too, is Mnuﬁ
Menzies. Dr. Dale expresses great fear of
tralised power and bureaucracy. Is he not aw
that monopoly capital is the consists d pe
tent generator of ucracy
power? However, he aims h
tivists who have shown in a
U.S.S.R. that sccialism means

. which is not incompatible with
“authority — more, that s
achieved by the dest

‘was the represertative of twe

i lionaire hims
- Lermany was
Junkers; that Ger

T profit;: in
-ﬁ'ﬁ L .
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—or do not doctors believe that they know what
is good for other people?

“Only a people ethically prepared to do so
can enter the promised land.” By endorsing this
statement of Sir Robert Erwing, Dr. Dale supports
the Moral Rearmament racket sponsored by Dr.
Buchman and Heydrich the foul gauleiter .of
Czechoslovakia. The usual inversion of the idealist.
We must be good to be healthy and we must be
good to have a sound political economy. The real
truth is much more nearly expressed by saying that
we must have a sound political economy in order
to have in general a higher morality and sound
health.

After introducing the absurd Douglas Credit
phantasies about money, Dr. Dale concludes by
appealing to the medical profession to stand firm
against the “Planners.” We hope that the medical
profession will not be deceived by Dr. Dale’s con-
fused and reactionary utterance. We would urge
the profession to examine politics in the same
meanner in which they examine their patients, i.e.,
scientifically.

If they do so they will discover that the Labor
Covernment are reformists, not socialists. Thus
reforms must be examined on their merits in this

COMMUNIST REVIEW

our capitalist state and a non-existent b_ogey m
not be allowed to obscure an impartial view. The

will also discover that the collectivists (the Com.

munists) are staunch enemies of bureaucracy and
firm supporters of democracy. On the great issue,
the new world order, let us hope that, as in obstet-
rics, the profession will devote some attention to
the study of the laws of delivery of this order, and
help to make its delivery as painless and smooth

as possible.
We, too, must draw our conclusions. They are

simple and clear. This address reveals again to us

the necessity of destroying the basic ideoclogy of
fascism. There can be no more important way o
doing this than by the building of a Communist
daily press. This is urgent today. Without the
ideological confusion amongst the petit bourgeois
o clearly evidenced by Dr. Dale's address, the
fascists could never hope to achieve a mass basis.
Now that we have saved our democracy from' the
foreign fascists, we must explain, explain and ex-
plain, as Lenin and the Bolsheviks did after the
overthrow of the Tsar in 1917. Let us then think
no sacrifice too great in our efforts to establish our
press. Great trials confront the people and the
dangers from misleaders and charlatans is truly
enormous.

POST WAIR RECONSTRUCTION
©f The National Outlook

WILLIAM HATFIELD.

MUST enter a plea for faithful reading of my

article if criticism is to be levelled, as against

the distortion resorted to by Joan Saxton in the
September “Review."”’

This writer wrests my insistence on city dwellers
learning at least something of the processes of
agriculture at first hand as part of a normal educa-
tion to a cry -for “back to the land”” and tken
sccuses me of being fuddled by the theories of
Rousseau and Henry George — petty bourgeois
theories which run contrary to Marxism.”  Marx
never said anything about the “idiocy of rural life,”
but spoke of industrialization ending the “idiocy of
the village —a vastly different thing. Marxism is
not a dogma, but a scientific approach to problems

" as they arise, which is what | insist on with regard

to the problem of the land.

In the same breath

- with which Miss Saxton attacks my pointing out our

psided industrial development, she goes on to say
it has largely passed agriculture by, which is
- my complaint, for | stress early in my
f progress that the "search for better
has been the greatest impulse in industrial-

en reactionary critics in the
the compliment of at least
y subject when I speak

~be heard, can remain ignorant o

the land, the arch-reactionary in this country, the
Sydney ‘‘Bulletin,” conceding that “when Hatfield
cets to the region of the Mitchell-grass plains he
knows the country he is talking about,” but this
:n:rriter, after the narrow sectarian gibe about my
petty bourgeois” befuddlement, goes on to in-
form me, as though talking to a complete ignoramus,
that “the country dweller is deprived of many
cultural pursuits open to those in the cities, and also
many technical advantages such as electricity and
labor-saving devices connected with it, sewerage,
running” water, frequent postal services, and many
others.” The fact that there are books of mine

still current, after years of reprinting, urging the

introduction of these amenities to the rural areas,

can be ignored by this critic, who seems bent on

proving my ignorance and discountin i

to speak on these and related subject: Bt
_ The s_;lighting reference to “'Hatfield’'s ‘savages’
is a particular instance of this attempt to discredi
The sarcastic quotes definitely imply that 1 don
know \:v_llat I mean when | speak of ‘the savag
'l;he critic goes on to inform me that “there
little possibility of hunting before the developn
of the bow and arrow!" This person ’

Master of Arts degree, connoting :

L]

= <

~ savages of this continent have liv ) BRI P ot i)
throughout the coUﬁt‘less ﬂ{;m—a'i.E ed 'f?y 'hu}ﬂ;ﬁ;i(g per se, t Yove tiem 1
the disappearance of the ﬂaﬁp ?ﬁ;dogﬁﬁﬁgt:ﬁﬁ xlny :?]tehh eoild net a
day w;}tho}lxt having seen a bow and arrow g availed

urther, an attémpt is made to teach . b
by the assertion that “the Tgrnceh ‘I;o;‘.;’a‘.i? tl?ﬁ
its origin in the voyages of exploration made by ti &
early merchants in their search for luxury goods

the st '—"'si ; ;

rom Theext—inee el of [ ek of e oy Pronor s
degree, evidently, without havi ah e Ao have got his that way—as, come to thmk 2

b 1he Avabsor R ing “ez_n'd of_th: use it, must Marx and Engels, even Lenin and Stalin.
y AR he Wise iron  in their great The thing about education is to get it.
Zzgmi s dalisl:xg {, e circumnavigation of Africa, The attempt to reduce my whole thesis to ridi<
hed it K ecame established, let alone cule by condensing it to one potted gibe that “we
gEds 113 S RERE began at the beginning,” rebounds on the head of
E My qrtlcl?. does not demonstrate a “horror of an ill-informed critic who yes-buts her way through
examinations, Put only of the system of education those points of mine read honestly and conceded,
which forces chlldreq of poor parents to pass them when she winds up on the defeatist note that until
to secure an ed?catlon which is the perquisite of we have the classless society we can never hope to
~ children of the rich wim'et}!er they can pass or not. get the education which will give us sufficient

Indeed, far from having a horror of examinations gumption to establish it :

NEED TO REVISE WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY ? |
gan _ L. HARRY GOULD. -
(“Words are spoken to conceal thoughts.”—Talleyrand).

ANGUAGE changes with social evolution. Man
coins words to communicate thoughts and
ideas. In the daily crucible of his experience an
activities—in the home, at work, in politics—
 words are tested for their exactitude in conveying
ideas, for the fidelity with which they describe
~ feeling. Certain words never change; the mean-
ings vested in them by early man survive the vast-
est tnutations of history. From primordial times
to the present. these meanings have remained un-
altered richt through the different historical stages

_ support 1
self of it, so I had to go to ¥

thirteen, and swot after working fro

, mom’iﬁ? till ‘seven at night.
at is what this is all about.

And there need be none of the overpow

fears regarding an education obtained ““within

monly associated with the class struggle (demo=
cracy, law and order, defence of small nations,
extremism, freedom, justice, pacification, illegality,
etc.) and study the denotations given by Webster
or any other authoritative work. One is immedi-
ately struck with the superficiality, the perversion of
meaning, the unreality and the divorcement from
verifiable fact. Sometimes, the definitions border
on the ludicrous. But above everything else, the
definitions are characterised by concealment of the
real issues in contemporary class-divided society.

and the varied social developments and socia Are these defects deliberate?  Yes. g
Conavophes: they e indeed imlensble, Words  2n intessting SR B % it of
mstrophes; Hhey B o Mikily e, tnbe  “aunt oF all EnaWiEE S E0EC R r of
marked with this “stamp © >4 .. wisdom" — the Encyclopaedia Bf#ﬁhniéh- i

standably enough, those denoting nature’s phe-
nomena, and hence are immediate to man, such as  articl | _
 the parts or movements of - the universe around  one on Bolshevism was supplied—
hifn (e, roshy tids; Sy aighte BERLy B —by that most implacable ene:
and functions (hands, head. to eat), biological theory and oractice, Trotskyl S
divisions (man, woman, child, animal). W aﬂ“ gflhﬁth and ﬁm&hhﬁt
- But the meani of bourgeoisie.
‘g0 out, of use altogether
arily short periods. Suffice
f the big standard dictionar
columns of wur&&;h onc

article on atheism is written by
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mation—demand a correspond-

their later consum : !
d practice of lexi-

ing advance in the method an

hundred examples that might b
and bureaucrat.
] of a bureau;
| confirmed in a narrow ang
member of a bureaucracy:
This definition and the one of
formal validity,

words bureaucracy
ster defines the latt
especially an officia
arbitrary routin
Nothing more.
bureaucracy
one which the Marxist
is only formal,
the Leninist ex

““An ofhcia

do possess a certain
must comprehend.
Compare, now, with
planation of the words, which un-

PHILIPPINE

STAFF-SERGEANT A. KEESING.

or technical.

HE situation in which the Philippine Common-
wealth finds itself today has no exact parallel The owners of these great landed estates sublet
[ts historical development,

ifferent from that of other

e some strik-

Philippines and Java,

anywhere in the world.
though not markedly d
colonial territories — indeed there ar
ing similarities between the
India and China — has proceeded
ctrange course in that
been tied to the w

Within the next

though not without
bloodshed.

In the 16th

only recognised method of were the Americans able to su fi '
L e o suppress fierce revoll

‘Spaniards.

covers the root of bureaucracy in the apparatus

State organ and government institution to serve
e cited, their class interests against the exploited people.
Web- 5

Talleyrand's dictum quoted above is not just a
clever sally, a bon-mot. Bourgeois pleas and de-
clamations about cherishing everything "‘we’ hold
dear, preserving the sanctity of the home, adminis-
tering justice and guarding truth, and the rest of
But it the claptrap, merely express a principle of social
conduct characteristic of every oppressing class in
history.

PANORAMA

PART I

to alter it for the whole period of their domination.

parts of them in minute parcels to the former
Filipino owners who, in return, were required to
surrender between 50% and 60% of their produce.
The very considerable mineral wealth of the islands

along a rather was left untapped while the production of secondary
for half a century it has
ealthiest country in the
and one that has two ideologies for export, political
democracy and rugged individualism of the finance-
capital variety.

It is necessary

commodities was left to the village craftsmen or
individual peasants.

The preachings and exhortations of the Catholic
Church and its missionaries, although a powerful
influence, did not fill the peasants’ stomachs with

world,

first to examine the impact of bread. Poverty, land-hunger, and repression pro-
these forces by a rapid glance at past history;
then to examine contemporary Filipino politics in
the war's aftermath; and finally to assess the position
of the Philippines in the world jigsaw.

The discovery of the islands by Magellan during
his circumnavigation of the world in 1521 was
the starting point of their modern history.
creat sailor took possession in. the name of the
King of Spain of an archipelago of 7000 odd American War, to make a patched-up peace with
islands in which the majority of the population were her subjects and grant them considerable conces-
of Malayan extraction, with minorities of indigenous sions. However, her defeat in the major war lost
Negritos and of some Chinese.
half century Spain had completed the conquest,
considerable violence
This rule by violence continued to
ke a feature of Filipino society for the next three
hundred years and more.

To facilitate their rule and the exploitation of
the rich products of the country the Spaniards
bl.l_i!‘.t an extensive road system, at the focus of
which was established the walled city of Manila,
from which a strongly centralised military govern-
m_ﬁnt’ npq:'ated. Big estates were granted by the
?pamlh king to his most loyal soldiers and colon-
ists, and these promptly introduced the feudal
_ of hnd tenancy in its entirety.

z the maxim

duced rebellion after rebellion in the 350 years of
Spanish rule and gave birth to the powerful popular
demand for independence still ingrained in the
people.. The struggle culminated in 1896 with a
revolt on a national scale which almost released
the Spanish grip. After two years of ineffectual
The attempts to suppress the revolutionaries Spain was
forced, by her preoccupation in the Spanish-

her this and most of her other colonies, The
Philippines passed to American control in return
and for a payment to Spain of $20,000,000 as compen-
sation.

The new administrators were content to leave
things very much as they found them, particularly
in regard to the vital questions of land ownarship
and distribution. The former owners, Church and
lay, continued in possession and the semi-feudal
system was preserved. But the people were by no
means content to exchange one colonial oppressor
for another.  The traditional struggle for inde-

success, was turned against the Americans.
by pouring large bodies of troops into the island

and consolidate their control. For three years
- country was under military government; u

March, [GIES

of administration needed by the exploiters in every

pendence, now sharpened and unified by partial

; ship.

March, 1946

1901 was it possible to maintai
overt violence. A progressive ea
and limitations began.

During this period many Filipi 6 )
won away from. their uncomprglei:i:;:m:ﬁﬁ::
:atandFl on lrm.'nedlate national independence by the
benehts received from several reforms (introduced
byb;_ ehne;:h gfovi_rr.:ment) s_uch an Ntate edGrator;
public hea acilities, hospitals, etc., and the intro-
duction of a system of partly representative
ment which constituted a considerable advag:: 8
the Spanish regime. Filipinos were encouragel:i (;:
qualify for administrative and professional posts and
public works monies were made available for the
development of Manila into a modern city.

Such a programme could hardly fail to impress
a colonial people, more particularly those of them
who had been enabled to rise from poverty into
a comfortable middle class habitat. The desire for
independence was just as strong as ever in the
mass of the people, but there was a change in the
character of the sentiments of those sections who
became the partners of American capitalism. The
Spanish landowners and the Catholic Church,
proprietor of a third of the land, were also in on
the deal. This-was a period of shifting class forces.
We shall see how American capital amalgamated
with native proprietors and petit bourgeois profes-
sionals and administrators to take the revolutionary
content out of the demand for independence.

The first native Filipino political organisation,
the Nacionalista Party, had been. in the early days,
a national revolutionary party of the masses. But
in the brisk trade between the Philippines and the
US.A.. accelerated by the Free Trade Act, many
of the party leaders had acquired big stakes. They
dared not denounce independence. But they con-
trived to plav it down or divert the demand into
other channels. . - AP

The progressive liberalisation of the administra-
tion which. by 1916, had evolved along American
lines into 'a bicameral institution, with F'hpmo’-l;ln
a majority in both houses, was partly responsibie
for obscuring the progress of events h.'om t!'.‘e 2
of the ordinary citizen. e _coulcl see h‘.’ b iy
people in many important pohhcal and administra-
tive positions. h : b Sn
ruadspand bridges, 'school houses and a University:

b e ‘ roduct of the American
and irrigation works, all the  that the grip
regime. It was not so easy to see - A b
S U'S, finance capital was rapidly stelECC
through the buying 0?5!?"-“'5_‘@'?',“‘3-5- e T

n control without
sing of restrictions
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e could see fine buildings, new

about economic changes and regroupings in
society. The export industries, tobacco, s
coconut, hemp, etc., developed a native bourgeois
comprador (merchant capital) in character, whic
amassed considerable wealth from the profif
this trade. On its side, American capital took
some sections of this bourgeoisie as partners
convenience or necessity. Leading members of
the Nacionalista Party, mainly because they con-
trolled the machinery of government, became the
natural allies of finance capital; the partnership
cuaranteed legislation favourable to the exploitation
of the labor and wealth of the Philippines in the
interests of the U.S. and Filipino bourgeoisie. The
dominant clique became deeply involved, agents of
finance capital in the Government apparatus,
guardians of vested interests. Thus US. finance
capital became the real power in Filipino political
life, with the Nacionalista Party as willing tools and
running dogs.

The Spanish mestizos (landlords) and the
Catholic Church also play a big part in economic
life, through their ownership of great landed estates
and a big share of the sugar industry. They are
the most arrogant sections of reaction in the
country and are well represented in the Government.
Against the mass progressive movement these three,
U.S. finance capital, the Church, and the Spanish
proprietors, drew | together, using the Nacionalista
Party as their tool.

The change in the economic interests of the
leading members of the Nacionalista Party also
changed their political ideology. Separation from &
the U.S. would mean restriction of trade through
tariff barriers and the collapse of the interests of
the comprador bourgeoisie. Thus the real struggle
waged by the Nacionalista Party became a fight
against national emancipation. The divorce between
real and ostensible aims became more acute as
powerful American interests, whose products were
subject to competition from Philippine imports,
demanded complete independence for and
erection of full tariff barriers against the Philippines.

Partly on these lines, but also because of acut
personal rivalry, there developed a rift between
two chief party leaders, Quezon and Osme
1916 onwards. in th
position by virtue of his po
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German revisionist, Bernstein, who kept the gﬁg;‘s
script hidden away for about thirty }rea;'S ablish-
he even thought of raising I questlonﬁ 2 Lenin
ing it. It was first published by .the a:'le oi
Institute in Moscow—an l‘?terEStlngh;xa. B an
the contrast between c;he attitudes of Marxism
or o towards science. A
r r[?,‘rzg::l):lsr;uall_v in collab-oraﬁion with ME”"
made important original conh‘llbuh?ns to the science
ey famous wor
of anthropology. especially in his 1 4
called Origin of the Family, which is recognis®
even by many bourgeois anthropn\omsts as essen-
tial reading for students of pre-history.
The science of history, of course, was founded
by Marx and Engels. All previous writers had
either adopted a mystical attitude to“'aTds history,
or treated it as a mere succession of dlsconnectt_ed
accidents. It was left to Marx and Engels to dis-
cover the natural laws, the chain of cause and effect
behind the seeming accidents of history, and so for
the frst time to enable man to understand his past,
and, on the basis of that understanding, to predict
and control in some measure the future develop-
ment of human society. .
So we see that there was a twofold basis for
the keen interest of Marx and Engels in science:
(1) The influence of scientific discovery on the
development of productive technique and hence
on social evolution, and the reciprocal influence
of this development on the progress of science;
and (2) the importance of scientific theory as a basis
for a scientific philosophy and hence for correct
social theory; and, arising out of this, the need to
ctf)rnbat false theories based on false interpretations
of science.
Lenin's theories ‘'on the State and on revolu-
tionary tactics were a further elaboration, in the
light of scientific analysis of later experence, of the
gcientific theories of Marx and Engels. Like Engels,
Lenin recognised the need to combat false theories
scientifically. For instance, he realised that not only
narrow practical but also fundamental theoretical
roulems were raised by the new situation brought
f‘b"ut by the defeat of the 1905 revolution, and
in the years of the counter-revolution devoted much
’_":t“? :md ﬂ:!‘-f_gy to Eanalysis and criticism of ideal-
ist interpretations of recent discoveries in physics,
which had penetrated the ranks of the %\Ls‘i‘-:n
Labor movement through the writings of Bogda-
;:;i] :;tima‘char%i and lother inconsistent Socialist
RV St 0. result was his famous work,

flaterialism and Empirio-Criticism, which did for
_ gﬂ;’:’ of his day what I_':-ﬂgi’-'ls had sought to
for the science of an earlier period in his Dia-

recent advances
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!
tionary idealist theories. Even the pseudo-Dar
winians still come forward occasionally with their

mock-scientific chatter about the virtues of un- 8

restrained competition and the biological necessity
of war, despite the terrific blows dealt their theories
by the discoveries of men like Fisher and Haldane.
Whilst it is not necessary or possible for every
Communist to be an expert on atomic physics, rela-
tivity and genetics, it is possible and desirable for
most aétive Communists to know at least enough
science to be able to combat pseudo-scientific
theories when they penetrate the ranks of the LLabor
movement. 3

Marx and Engels showed how social relations,
from being forms of development of productive
forces, become fetters on their further develop-
ment. Lenin and his co-workers showed how and
why in the epoch of Imperialism one manifesta-
tion of this tendency is the phenomenon now usually
referred to as the frustration of science. Great
capitalist monopolies hold up scientific develop-
ment by preventing free interchange of informa-
tion among groups of research workers in closely
related fields; they often buy up patents and de-
liberately use them to prevent the full application
of science to industry. Various estimates have been
made of the standard of living that present-day
technique makes possible. One estimate (prob-
ably exaggerated) puts it at the equivalent . of
£200,000 a year at present prices for every family;
the most conservative estimate puts it at £2,000 a
year for every family throughout the world. This
refers only to what could be achieved by the uni-
versal application of techniques already in use in
the most up-to-date sectors of industry; one can
only guess at the magnitude of the further advance
that could be achieved by the application of tech-
niques already discovered but never applied, or of
the still more stupendous advances that could be
made in the near future if the development of re-
cearch were freed from capitalist fetters

Medical scientists knéw that, given a free hand,
they could, in a matter of a few years or even
months, completely wipe out some of the most
dangerous infectious diseases, such as diphtheria
and malaria; within a generation they cduld stamp
out the venereal diseases and reduce the incidence
of tuberculosis, cancer and the rheumatic diseases
to a small fraction of today's figures. The chief
obstacle under capitalism is that it is not possible

to issue shares in the venture and declare a divid-
end at the end of the year.

It is obvious that such facts have enormous pro
paganda value, both among scientists and amo
‘the people generally, provided we are able to
plain them intelligently and not merely anne
them dogmatically. ' A
Coming to the post-revolutionary v
Lenin, Stalin and other Soviet leaders,

the proletarian dictatorsh

‘tribe of the American
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glogan of the first Five-

Most technologists i Vi v
- °°“E“e"revoﬁ:tit;hgiﬁmﬂ?gg’: it R‘?%i?
for enemies of the revolution to obtain lh_p;:tta__: le
sponsible posts in vital sectors of the natit:flalye;;:
nomy, and cagsgd enormous difficulties in the earl
stages of Socialist constructio e early

N n, until
was able to train its own proletari:'; t:al::?mliiglsi';%
In Australia the possibility exists to ];’Y-passgthi;

stage. Since Lenin's time the frustration of science
has become more open and more intense, and is
bringing scientific workers more and more into con
flict with the ruling class. The economic and edu-
cational gulf between professional scientists and

SIDELIGHTS ON ABORIGINAL SOCIETY
~ CAPT. A. H. JOLLY ' :
PART VI

The Origin of Gentile Society.
IN northern Queensland, according to Mrs. Caroline
Kelly, besides the Matrilineal Lineages which
alternate from generation ,to generation there is
another factor, totem, which does not alternate.
Thus a Green woman of Emu totem would give rise
to a White offspring also of Emu totem, and a White
woman of Emu totem would give rise to a Green
offspring of Emu totem. :
Once all main taboos have beén eliminated the
stage is set for gentile society. If the economy .OE
' the tribe improved to such an extent that they coul
live in a primitive communal village and cease a
semi-nomadic existence, then ths need for lmegg;
society has vanished and the direct descent throuvs
the new totem becomes the order of the da{; - "t;
would then have two matrilineal lines each will

PHRATRY PHRATRY
LiNEslase LINED

'~ four dircct iines of slescent thus:

Wolf Bear Turtle Bﬁ?&t. 0
l | | i G T

E S

i

s

b gt - ¥ T e
B uateh tebht R ‘Plan: “Bolsheviks

_the gens is strictly exogamous.

~ the society to congregate in

- cal advancement.

'pl"olltdﬂa’ﬁ! is not as deep in Aust
Czarist Russia, so that the task
large numbers of scientists an
labor movement, or at least overc
hostility, should be much easier for
for the Russian Bolsheviks. - _
Hence we see that science is vital to an und
standing of the laws of development of human so-
ciety, as a means of winning over the people to help.
hasten the transformation from capitalism to Sec
ism, and finally to build Socialism after the working
class has seized power. Anyone who in the fac
of this can claim that science is only a side-isst
for Communists might also claim that Communism
itself is only a side-issue for us! :

their
“us than i

Marriage is prohibited within the phratry and
Taboos are present
as relics of the past and the only possible type of
marriage is with a very distant relative outside
phratry and gens. Again we see a logical explana-
tion of development from lineage society, for the
exogamy of the phratry and the gens which would
cotherwise be unnecessary. .
Gentile society ushers in a new social freedom
and with it a new impetus to communal economy,
where men and women could work together as a
whole tribe and as a federation of trib where
the mill stone of social restrictions was cast aside
and remained only as an inconvenient relic. Wil
gentile society came agriculture and the domestica-
tion of animals, quite impossible in the nor
organisation of lineage society where the
was an impossibility with the strict avoidances
had to be observed. N R e

¥

]
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~ Two conditions were nece :
tion of gentile society. s
. Enough natural game

their nomadic existence, qnth
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China’s New DemocCr

Eo M s T REVIEEW

BOOK REVIEW

acy (Mao Tse Tung)

JOYCE METCALF

NOW that Japanese imperialism and its dreamj
of a colonial China have been shatt_ered, Eu})1
in China itself the most reactionary section of the
Chinese bourgeoisie have been forced to desist

from their insane policy of civil war agamsé the
| Communist armies and the peo;_)le of _thc om-
the questions arise— What

munist-led territories, 1
sort of a society does the developing Chinese revo-
lution now demand? What are the aims.and the
policy around which the great Communist Party
of China must rally and unite the people to ensure
the advance of the revolution?

The answers to such guestions are given }_Jy
Mao Tse Tung, leader of the Chinese Communist
Party, in an article written in 1941. This article,
a masterpiece of Marxist analysis and application
of Marxist historical method, applies not only to
China but to other semi-colonial and colonial
countries today.

China, semi-feudal, semi-colonial, and colonial,
says Mao Tse Tung, cannot proceed to the estab-
lichment of a bourgeois dictatorship similar to that
prevailing in European countries and America. Nor

\ can it press on immediately to the achievement of

the socialist revolution. ‘The present task of

i China's revolution is the ‘task of anti-imperialism

4 and anti-feudalism, before the accomplishment of

i which it is empty verbiage to talk about the realis-
ation of Socialism.”

The present task and first step in the Chinese
il Revolution is the establishment of the New Demo-
cracy, of the New Democratic Republic of China,
of a “national polity for a certain historical period,
transitional in character but a form indispensable
§nd un.a!terable." What this New Democracy is—
its politics, economy and culture—how it is a
necessary development and stage in the whole pro-
cess.of the Chinese revolution, and how the struggle
for it is a part, and a magnificent part of the world

socialist r.evolution. are the main themes of Mao
Tse Tung's discourse.

_ He shows how, since the Opium Wars of 1840,

- China's _bourgeais democratic revolution has been
@:‘oaeedm.g and the country turning from a feudal
~country into a semi-feudal, semi-colonial and
country. _Till the first imperialist world

and the Russian October Revolution, China's
is democratic revolution had characteristics
to those bourgeois democratic revolutions
sh feudalism and clear

arious national

establishing an independent bourgeois-democratic
soclety.

After the October Revolution the bourgeois-
democratic revolutionary movements in the colonial
and semi-colonial countries changed their character.
With the whole world now in the epoch of the
proletarian socialist revolution, when the capitalist
world cannot go on without relying more than ever
on the colonies and semi-colonies; when the social-
ist state has been established and declares its wil-
lingness to assist the struggle of the liberation move-
ments of all the colonies and semi-colonies . . .
at such a time any revolution of the colonies and
semi-colonies against imperialism or international
capitalsm becomes a part of the new, world revo-
Jution—the proletarian-socialist revolution, and its
struggling peoples become allies with the socialist
and international proletariat in the front of the
world socialist revolution.

Thus, although the first stage of China's revo-
lution is still fundamentally bourgeois-democratic
and its objective demands are to clear the obstacles

in the way of the development of capitalism, th's .

kind of revolution is no longer the old type led
solely by the bourgeois class aiming merely at the
establishment of a capitalist society, but a new
type led wholly or partially by the proletariat and
aiming at the establishment of a new democratic
society or a country ruled by the alliance of several
revolutionary classes in its first stage.

China's bourgeois-democratic revolution is not
yet consummated nor can the Chinese bourgeoisie
themselves solve its fundamental tasks and prob-
lems. ‘‘Being the bourgeoisie of a colonial and
semi-colonial country it is extremely weak politi-
cally and economically and exhibits the charac-
teristic of compromise with the enemy of the revo-
lution. Even in the process of revolution the
Chinese bourgeoisie is never willing to break with
the imperialists completely; and being closely as-
sociated with rural land exploitation it is also not

willing and is unable to overthrow imperialism and -

feudalism thoroughly.”

For ten years the Chinese bourgeoisie, repre-
sented by Chiang Kai Shek, waged bloody, ruth-

less warfare against the revolutionary people led
by the Communist Party. During the latter years

of the war against fascism, it became more
more apparent that this powerful section, in
of the people, were increasingly ready to rr
to the Ja_paneue ‘i_mper-jnlista and incre

cemed with f
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faday can lead the ChifRan meaats e 4 o g
' : i People t -

feudaliom and imperialism arc the ‘releiune. e
peasants, intelligentsia and othey #ﬂtty-bosr' . e
elements, with the main responsibility on the should.
ers of the PTOIEtatiat ¥ ) ulc

and its i
1 These are the basic forces that d?:t:?r:itr‘:znt?:gdr:::?x.
§  of the country, and “without the guidance !::3;
: communism even the democratic revolution of
China cannot be a success, let alone the final sta
| of the revolution.” L

ru]eghgzatﬁzngg;rg?a:b e road of a capitalist society
Yighil geoisie, says Mao Tse Tung, be-
cause th‘v“. is not permitted by international capi-
talism or imperialism; nor is it permitted by social-
"ism since in the struggle for independence against
imperialism China cannot be separated from the
Socialist state nor from the aid of the international
i proletariat. The Democratic Republic at which the
E Chinese people are aiming can only be ruled by
] eonalliance of all anti-imperialist, anti-feudal people,
1 by several anti-imperialist classes jointly. It must
have a governmental polity of democratic centralis-
ation. Such a government of democratic centralis-
ation can be a system of peoples’ congresses of
various grades from the national congress down to
: the village congress, based on genuine, universal
| election. ;

00 ol
i
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As for the economy of the New Democracy,
it must rest on the principle of restriction of capital.
China’s economy is still in a very backward state.
There can be no confiscation of private property
nor restriction of small capitalist production. But

il DURING the war a new branch of the textile in-
dustry has come into being, based on a n:w
material which we can get 1 GH own l:otm ﬁ
without using a square foot of land whic! t:t:::as
~ have produced food. The whole process i
secret until ‘recently, and many details l;"t‘-k e
secret. But the Labor movement shou n
a0 1 acts, in © -
‘ ﬂhmxelg“l?eg :si:lhiix fthe interests of the public, not 1n
those of a few rich men. - oh
The raw material is 2 slimy htugo:}};ﬂ gin,
‘which forms up to 40 per cent. ﬂ,f- i -4 weigh
f some of the commoner seaweeds. 1t
lly related to starch and c¢
‘both as a food reserve: T
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3 SEAWEED YARN

PROF. 1. B. S. HALDANE, F.R.S.

rder that this invenﬁc:n g

: , .t 2
chemi-

- e,
capitalist production which “can
life of the people” must certainly be
means gf nationalisation of all enterprises,
or Chinese, “which possess a monopoly cha
such as banks, railways, aviation. etc. Furth
New Economy will be based on Dr. Sun Yat Ses
slogan of “Land to those who till it,” which means
confiscation of big land holdings—not a socialist
agriculture but the land turned into private pro-
perty of the peasants. Restriction of capital and.
equalisation of land rights is the basis of the New
Economy.

Eighty per cent. of Chin?'s population are peas-
ants, says Mao Tse Tung. The fundamental prob-
lem of China's revolution, as of all colonial and
semi-colonial countries, is the problem of the peas-
antry; the main force of the revolution is that of
thé peasantry. The war of resistance against Jap-
anese imperialism was fundamentally of the peas-
antry. Next to the peasantry the working peopls
rank second in number. Without them China can-
not exist because thev are the producers of China’s
industrial economy. Without them China's revolu-
tion cannot succeed because they are the most revo- i
lutionary elements of the population and led by the 1
revolutionary Party, the Communist Party. -

“The mast of the Ship New China is appearing
on the horizon,” he concludes. “We should clap
our hands te welcome it.

“Raise both your hands. The New China is

" 3
ours. ‘

that it can be spun into threads by much the same

methods as are used in the rayon industry. lhe
methods were largely devised b; Professor Speak-
man, of the Textile Chemistry . boratory, Leeds
University, and he has recently described them in

“Nature.” - S 50

A sticky solution of sodium alginate is
out through a spinnerette into a bath of ac
calcium chloride solution, containin
oil emulsion, which prevents

The yarn pr
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product is said to be cheap, tough, elastic, arl;d
suitable for weaving or knitting. It can also be

dyed satisfactorily.

But beryllium is expensive, and both chromium
compounds and formaldehyde attack Fhe skin,
while formaldehyde (formalin) also irritates thf
eves and respiratory passages. It is remarkable,
wrote Legge in 1932, "how acclimatised workpeople
vitiated with formaldehyde
vapour, which a newcomer finds unbearable.” But
men and women should not be called on to support
cuch atmospheres when they can be avoided by
a proper ventilating system. It is essential that the
trade unions concerned should see that what may
be an important new industry starts with every
possible safeguard to the workers' health.

All these safeguards may have been taken
already. | hope they have. But if they have not,
it is very important that conditions which may be
justifiable in war should not be regarded as normal
In peace.

The untreated calcium alginate yarn is easily
dissolved by carbonate of soda. Several patents
take advantage of this property. For a cloth can
be woven of a mixture of the soluble rayon and
some other fibre, and then dipped in alkali,, leaving
the second fibre behind. For example, a yarn can
be made from alkali-soluble rayon and mohair in
such a way that the mohair is coiled round the
rayon in a spiral. When a cloth woven from this
composite yarn is dipped in alkali, the loose mohair
4 fibres form loops on the surface of the cloth, giving
: an effect for which ladies will doubtless pay extra,
il thought [ find it hard to believe that the stuff will
wear as well as ordinary cloth.

I have kept to the last the greatest advantage
these new rayons. They are totally non-
. inflammable. This is partly because they contain
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a lot of mineral matter, partly because they z
up a great deal more water, as compared with wog
from a damp atmosphere. It is this property, alox
with their ease of production, which has made the,
so useful in war. It is also a most desirable che
acter in peace, particulatly for use in nurseries.

Will these new textiles be fully used? I don't
pretend to know. If we go back to monopolistic
restrictions in”peace-time, they certainly won't. On =
the other hand, if they are developed to the full,
they may give our textile trade the change of a
fresh start after the war, a start on a British inven- %
tion, wholly made from British materials. g

In this case it will be very important to regulate:
the harvesting of seaweed. At present anyone can
do it. If it is done indiscriminately, it will be
done uneconomically, and this may also spoil our
inshore fisheries, and the scenery of our coasts. In
fact, a Labor Government could see that these
discoveries formed the basis of a flourishing new =
industry, without ruining the health of workers or
the amenities of the seaside. A Tory Government i
will no more do these things than it has stopped
speculation in land and building materials at the
expense of the homeless.

By the way, the whole invention is an excellent
example of planned research, carried out by Speak-
man, Chamberlain, Astbury and others at Leeds.

It has incidentally led to an analysis of the
fibre structure which will be of considerable value
for the study of immunity, and perhaps for that
of muscle contraction.

It we are to get off the mark in peacetime,
we need more planned research of this kind, but
above all the national planning which will allow
it to be used in the public interest.

: A (World Copyright Reserved)
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REACTION IN THE TRADE UNIONS
T. WRIGHT.

BIG change has taken place in the industrial

scene since the ending of the war. T
quickly the working class has become involved in
struggles of the greatest importance for the future
of the trade union movement.

The recent great struggle involving the workers
of the steel industry, miners, and seamen was by
no means a question only of the victimisation of
an individual union shop steward, or one of a legal
technicality as to whether or not a union deregistered
by the N.S.W. Arbitration Court should be recog-
nised by the employers. The struggle was to decide
whether the organisational and other gains made
by the trade unions during the war period were
to be maintained; whether progress was to be made
towards a forty-hour week and higher living stand-
ards; whether the Federal Labor Government was
to follow a progressive policy in co-operation with
the trade union movement; or whether the B.H.P.,
and Australian reaction in general, were to be
permitted to develop attacks against trade union
organisation and working conditions.

While the steel industry workers, supported by
the miners and seamen,
brought a successful conclusion to the strike, it
became clear, in the course of the struggle, that
the Federal Government and right wing leaders
of the Labor Party and trade unions were pursuing
a policy of capitulation to reaction.
disputes in Adelaide and Brisbane, the Bunnerong
and printing industry disputes, and a number of
other actions of the workers

“Communism.”
campaign Australian journalism has reached a record
low in distortion and deliberate lying against thes
trade union movement. i

Not the least factor
incitement is the development of Catholic Action
the workshops;
This “movement,” so

trade unions

anti-Communis
conspiratorial movement
unions and Labor Party. !
effectively exposed in the document of Catholic
Action discovered and published by the Communist
Party, seeks to extend its influence over the Austrag
lian Labor Movement, and to impose its policy d
betrayal and class collaboration.
The policy of Catholic Action includes: prohibi
tion of strikes; Court control over ballots and other
internal affairs of the trade unions; collaboratie
with employers though “Industrial :
conception based on the fascist “corporate State,”™ =
to provide state regulation of private industry. To
foist these poisonous ideas on the Australian work="
ing class, groups of selected Catholics are being
organised on a workshop and union basis, together
with an organised infiltration of the Labor Party,
and a planned use of the Labor Party as a cloak
for their sectarian activity. \There can be no doubt.
as to the truth of claims of Catholic Action to have
strongly influenced the “anti-communist’ decisions
of recent conferences of the Labor Party.
An outstanding example of Catholic Action
a long period, is the
Here certain Goy-
g the war with a big
lass people and conservative
+ including many of the Catholic iy
ovided a more fruitful basis thanTSh
: in an industrial union.
now attacking the Unjon Executive for
clerks thrown out of emp
ent ironworkers' strike.

ntary union principle, for i
e industrial

he alternatives of starve of

- evolt against the blatant strike-breaking role of sion of N.S.W. expelled members, affliation to the

Councils,”

determination

The tramway

uption, sustained over

struggle in the Clerks’ Unio
ernment offices, staffed durin
proportion of middle ¢
salaried workers
Action type, pr
would be found

prior to the steel strike,
shown a high level of militancy, and a desire
of the workers to press forward with their demands
for improved conditions. The strike-breaking role
developed by the right wing in the course of these
struggles reveals the subserv
leaders within the trade unio
machine of the Labor Party,
interests of the employers.
e tactics of the right wing traitors is to use
or end strike struggles,
" legal channels
t wing leaders,
vied with the
’ the system of
ration, suddenly discovered that
that compulsory
ns with a panacea

ience of the right wing They are
ns to the parliamentary

which is defending the

sustenance to
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: Sk
and lying charges, unprincipled “criticism’ (spread maintain its own position by dictatorial 'ﬁiéﬂiﬁ%
by whispering, anonymous leaflets, stickers and the However, these methods are so blatant as to be
daily press), harassing litigation, and other means, conflict with the law and in some cases the Courts
to undermine and weaken their opponénts. This would be obliged to decide against the scoundrels
dishonest and semi-criminal activity is. so much in responsible for them. i
contradiction to their religious pretensions that, Special mention should be made of the reaction-
apparently, a special system of indulgences must ary clique dominating the A.W.U,  Their chiel
have been arranged for their absolution. method of struggle against progressive elements is
Apart from the activity in a number of work- expulsion. Last year they expelled a number of
shops and unions, there has been a drive in various N.S.W. Branch officials, including A.L.P. members
Labor Councils, particularly the Labor Council of Bowen, Renwick, Moss and McCartney. This year
N.S.W., where . Catholic Action and A.W.U. Mat Lauder, an A.W.U. Convention delegate with
elements have taken the leadership of the right 40 years active union membership, is threatened
ving. It was inevitable that honest elements, with expulsion because he supported proposals for
Feviously accepting right wing leadership, should greater union democracy, annual ballots, readmis-

this new leadership, and there is no doubt that in A.C.T.U. and a more virile A.W.U. campaign for
the course of the struggles to come the extreme the forty-hour week. Y
right wing reactionaries within the Labor Councils To defeat the right wing it is necessary more
will be defeated. than ever to establish the united front in action

The methods of struggle against progressive of the Communist, Labor Party and non-Party
unionists include: expulsions and removals from workers, regardless of religion, and to work in
office (The A.W.U. and Queensland Branch of the agreement with all progressive and honest trade
F.E.D. & F.A.); decisions to prohibit Communists unionists. The current struggles of the workers for
from holding official positions (Shop Assistants); the forty-hour week, an increased basic wage,
decisions to exclude Communists from trade union reduced taxation, housing, factory amenities, etc.,
membership (Builders’ Laborers, N.S.\W.). In the provides a wide scope for united action. The
use, and attempted use, of these methods the development of these slrygg_les : will re'veal_.l:be
extreme right wing has shown that it is prepared treacherous role of the right wing and facilitate
to abolish trade union democracy and seek to their exposure and defeat.

THE COLONIAL UPSURGE

R. DIXON
(Abridged from a report delivered to the Central Committee, 19tl3 January, 1945.)

{ AM in full agreement with the report delivered has created a flurry in the leading circles of the
# last night bngomrade Sharkey. bourgeoisie. It is not muctti" us;_ft?r P 2
I think we all recall how, following the end of Secretary of State, to it ';; i I Hoing
the 1914-18 war, revolutionary conditions existed ~tough with the Soviet -ﬂcll?ﬂﬂmf Fﬁl." l‘fhﬂﬁ
in a whole number of countries and continued to g ﬂ“‘"‘l g’ arms' 3 '“‘bt B g& :ﬁi&hsﬁ m
develop over a number of years up until 1923, and Am_anca.f ave TG T b : R Rosia
that was a period when Communist Parties were morale o ‘?m"i““'.‘ tl'.‘""’i -3 iy BT ST
“actually only coming into existence. Well, the end American foreign po ':{;mnm
 of the great People's War against Fascism is also a}il!: factt?r “il' cautil::: S+
marked by a growing revolutionary upsurge mt“‘;t _po“llcyw“ “hyil i&!ﬁﬁw
throughout the capitalist world and the existence ately alter the il :
in quite a number of countries of actual revolu-
‘tionary situations. This general revolutionary up-
urge and the revolutionary '1iml,tidnﬁ:' i; some
catio :
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vital to imperialism because of the very important
oil to be obtained there, but also because it 1s a
decisive military position of immense strategic
importance. The situation is that Zionists are de-
manding a Jewish State in Palestine. They have
received a backing throughout the world. Truman
has declared in favour of establishing a Jewish
State. But the Arab Kings met a couple of days
ago and carried a resolution demanding that Pales-
tine ke returned to the Arabs. Ernest Bevin has to
tread a pretty sticky path between powerful con-
flicting forces in his effort to maintain imperialism
in the Middle East.

Further East we come. to India, the brightest
jewel in the British crown. Anything can happen
in India, and it looks as if everything will happen
in this year; 1946 will be of decisive importance
as far as India is concerned. Britain without colonies
would be in a parlous condition, unless she
achieved, as a result of granting independence, a
thorough-going understanding with India that
would enable maintenance of economic relations
which would help stabilise the economic position
in Britain.

‘Burma is also the scene of a very big struggle
at the moment. During the Japanese occupation
an anti-Japanese movement developed under the
lead of the Communist Party and has grown into
a broad people’s movement of the Burmese. You
can see a difference from the situation in India.
For instance, in India, with the Indian National
Congress and Muslim League, you have both Hindu
and Muslim bourgeoisie, and they are powerful
organisations with reactionary leadership. The
Ind}an Communist Party and its working class
policy is causing growing interest.

In Burma there is a broad national movement
of Burmese people under the leadership of the
Communist Party. Mr. Bevin, who weeps tears of
blood_ for the people of Bulgaria, who, he declares,
are w!thout democratic rights because they can elect
the kind of people they would like to see at the
.l‘mad of th? Govex:nment there—his policy in Burma
18 @ very interesting one. There the British Goy-
ernment appoints an Executive Council of 10 mem-

and although the Anti-Fascist People's League

Tepresents the vast majority of the Burmese people
oit refuses to include any of these in the Burmese
C@gnul. because thes.r wanted to select their own
i and because it is under the leadership of
urmese Communist Party, It is a question of
ecting the Executive as subordinate to the Gov-
nd even under such as leadership they do
€ peprezentatives of the main organis.
Burmese people.
er we go, the worse it seems to get

w. there French [m.
aits insofar as maijn.
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ship of the Communist Party.. Only a few wee
ago | heard a report from a journalist who h
travelled through Indo-China and had met [
leader of the Viet Minh; he was tremendously im-
pressed by the great political and organisational
capacity of the Communist leaders of this organis-
ation. They have control over practically the whol
of the interior, of those areas populated by the
Annamese. The French have held a number of
coastal ports, but there you can see also that the
country virtually is under the leadership of the
Annamese Republic. : , e

In Malaya today the Communist Party is the =
only ‘political organisation with any mass influence.
Before the war the Party there was illegal, after .
the Japanese attack in December, 1941, the Brit<s
ish found it was necessary to legalise this Party,!
After the Japanese seized Malaya it was the
Malayan Communist Party which organised guer-
rilla warfare, organised a whole number of fight-
ing regiments of the anti-Japanese army and today
commands the respect and leadership of the peopl
on the Malayan Peninsula. : !

The Party in Malaya, in spite of its great record

in the struggle against the Japanese, is under attack
from the British. Just a few days ago we heard a
report of the ten days’ strike in Singapore which,
it appears, the workers won or in any case the Brit-
ish had to agree to pay them for the period they
were out on strike, so it looks very much like a 4
victory. We need to watch very closely the set-up
in Malaya because here there is a great amount of
Australian capital invested in tin dredge and tin
mines and our Australian capitalists, from reports,

are very busy in their efforts to restore the industries
they formerly controlled there. g

Cornr'ade Sharkey mentioned last night about
Fhe prestige of Australia and the Australian work-
ing class, and there is not the slightest doubt that J*
right throughout the Malayas, the Philippines, @
across to Indo-China, the orestige of the Australian
workers and Communist Party is very high. . 548

You will see from thi 1
\ s outline of the develop-
men;‘s in th; South-Western Pacific area and a b
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;:;; whe:: the rehv_.olutionary struggle is toda
g Wwaged at its hichest |ey '
the working class in this S

J

le:iole movement of the
Independence. [t concent

_ rate
throughout the world on the e,
nesians were waeing a '
insofar as the New 2
agreed to take the same

Hkmrgidg ol ‘

er

E @
95

~ at Oxford or Cambr

- married women no control over their

March, 1946

the world to the struggle that the Indonesians were
waging. So that the decisions that were taken
have helped to raise immensely the prestige of the
Australian Labor Movement and I understand that
only recently, when a representative of the Aus-
tralian Government was in Indonesia, he got an
almost rezal welcome from the Indonesian Govern-
ment. They went to great lengths in order to wel-
come him, not so much as a representative of the
Australian Government, but as a representative of
the Australian Trade Union Movement. They as-
sembled the whole of the Indonesian Government
to meet this representative of the Australian Gov-
ernment and they, | understand, had quite a pleas-

mant session. Other comrades, or other people who

have been to Indonesia, all come back telling us

*¥how tremendously high is the prestige of Australia

because of the actions of the Australian Trade Union
Movement.
Administration in the areas controlled by the

“ Indonesians is much better than in Batavia, Soura-

baya or any areas controlled by the British. Ths
National organisation is in an immensely strong
position and both the British and Dutch understand
this; the British have been striving to secure an
agreement between the Dutch and Indonesian
leaders which would leave the Dutch fundamentally
in control of the island, so they seek to placate the
Indonesian leaders into this position where they can
force this position upon them. _

~ There are a number, of reasons for this. Tb.e
British troops in Indonesia are unreliable; there is
much discontent among the Indians, because they

THE WOMEN'S QUESTION AND

INTERNATIONAL

(and in our efforts not to be feminist we have
this tendency sometimes), let him run his eye. over
history for the past hundred years. In 1845-;1!“;': _
for women would have been regarded &iafdw B
en were not aﬂi!i‘_}:fd ‘to University education

i
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' IF anyone doubts that there is a women's question

i i

are mainly Muslim troops and are fighti

the Indonesian Muslims “‘g“hﬁ, ?Mﬂ@ d
ritish Governmer

return to India, and the B ov ;
made it public that the Indian troe 3 m '
be withdrawn by the end of March be use
elections take place in India som’é\rh;exg :ﬂm; i
time and the Indian Government elected will prob
ably insist that they be withdrawn because
Muslim League, as well as Congress, are amamﬁm
the return of the Indian troops. British troops are
also discontented because they anticipated whe
the war ended they would be returned home nmi
here they find themselves fighting against the inde-
pendence of the Indonesian people. '
The Dutch Gavernment proposes this year to
send over 40,000 Dutch troops to Indonesia; so,
the British will permit the Dutch to come in and
take over the areas they wish to occupy and the .
Dutch will send out troops in order to impose by
force their policy in Indonesia. R
That is the situation suggested by all the state- . "SR
ments that have appeared during these last few
days. We can expect a vigorous offensive by the :
Dutch against the Indonesian Republic.\aupported S
by the British. The Indonesians are preparing for T
this, that is why apparently the Government leaders e
have been sent to the interior, they have an army, %
plan to wage guerrilla warfare and they believe
they can carry on this struggle over years if neces-
sary, but they look for the assistance, the aid of
the working class in the countries outside Indonesia
‘and are looking particularly to Australia for sup-
‘port in this situation. SRR gt )
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ill 1869. Not only had
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72 CoOMMU N Bl It remains to be seen if, in the difficult period economic value. In 1946, with 50 ears
of rehabilitation of servicemen, women will be behind us, it sets a value of 7/6 a week or
forced out of the jobs where they have earned from  second child, and gives a bonus at birth at

75 per cent. to 90 per cent. of the male rate, back also determined by the numbey obrolkides

win . o ion to all resp.
N e T men for training and promotion ;
found!rl "N fl‘\r SN (5] nvwreaa P.rl c Sible pOSitions; the Ending Of the CXplO!tﬂ.t

2 - . d
of the wife, and modern society is a mass compose :
of these individual families as its molecules. In of women as cheap labor, and the improvement

vid l R o Worl N o to ill-paid, ii]-r.e_gula;rd domestic s;rv.ice._ or the Relief can be given and should be given to
the great majority of cases today, itl EZSt in s tAs ciligens: The right to equal statusa lower-paid traditiona g women s jobs in industry. overworked housewives, endeavouring also to be
possessing classes, the husband is od liet 3 ifself ol e S expression; the opfi The wages in these in u:itnes h_'cive. been r;:sed as  good mothers, in the way of creches and nursery
o o of mer o Sy S b o ot Tl g e e ol gl mone St ol ool Sh e i

1ves him a posit o re ) St g 2 g - g e end O ’ a €re shou € the responsibility o B }
Eeed for special legal titles and privileges. Within and_ pub.l.lc bodies whether national or inter- will be reviewed, and wages revised. It is interest. et epas b SR pb‘e slr?rluou'sly stiph e
the family he is the bourgeois and his wife repre- national. 3 ey iwoht i . ing to speculate whether the large number of ported. Housing, the scarcity of which adds to
sents the proletariat. . . The peculiar cha‘rac_tel' of When ‘we review the position in the light of women demobilised from the services, and forced housewives' difficulties, needs to be hurried, health =
the supremacy of the husband over t!‘le wife in tbe the foregoing dema}nds we can see that some gains out of higher paid jobs in industry, will constitute services and hospitalisation improved and that
modern family, the necessity of creating real- social  have been made since the“_' " : a sufficiently flooded labor market, for a general most difficult problem facing the mother of several
equality between them, and the way to do it, will The most important gain is the defeat of fas-

lowering of wages for women, hence a fall in the small children, the lack of any help with the in-
general living standard. numerable jobs in the home, must be tackled effec-
International Women's Day this year will be tively, if we are to maintain, never mind increase,
‘Pelebrated in a time of industrial unrest and objec- our birthrate.

i | v

only be seen in the clear light of day when both (ism. the greatest enemy of womankind, claiming
possess legally complete equality of rights. Then that women are inferior and subject to men, fit
it will be plain that the first condition for the liber- only for kitchen, church and kindergarten. 'Oxg
ation of the wife is to bring the whole female sex taking their part in the fight against fascism, women
. back into public industry.” The question is redo- have gained new freedom for themselves. In France
lent with problems. Prejudices are not vet dis-  women voted for the first time, and it is significant
carded, many obvious rights not yet won. There that the majority of the women elected to the Cons

is need to take stock of the situation, and this is stituent Assembly stood on the Communist ticket:

B‘aCtlY the purpose of International Women's which polled over 5 million votes. In Indonesia, -
ay. i

: one of the first reforms made by the new Govern-
In the words of Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, noted ment was to give women of Java the vote, Village

American writer, the aim and object of Inter- women in unoccupied portions of Java are
national Women's Day is “‘to recall the past, review

our accomplishments, and define our expectations

¥4 tives and aims should be clearly understood, International Women's Day is the rallying

In industry, then, the aim is clearly to ensure point for housewife, citizen and worker—they meet
that increased rates are written into the awards, on common grounds as women and put forward
and to continue the struggle for the rate for the their demands—demands that can only be fully
job. The 40-hour week and £1 rise in the basic realised in a socialist society—that actually have
wage are aims around which all women can be been realised in the Soviet Union. The U.S._S.R.
rallied. ; Constitution states that “Women have equal rights

As citizens, women are still handicapped by with men in all spheres of economic state, t.:ultural.
many legal disabilities as regards domicile, serving social and political life. The equal ngh-t with men
on juries. Many of us are really hardly aware of to work, payment for _work, rest and leu.mre. social
the extent to which Acts of Parliament (in Eng- insurance and education, State protectmn.of the
land there are no less than 30) discriminate against interests of mother and child, pre-maternity and
WOten, ] - : maternity leave with full pay; and the provision of

In the third of our categories, that of women as a wide nEtWOI.’.k of maternity homes, nurseries _an.d
mothers, there is a very long list of demands. The kmdergartens. What a marvel!ou_s picture th!s__lﬁi._-.
proletarian woman has always had the whole bur- and still more marve!]ous when we realise that i‘t-_ ]
den of bearing and rearing children, cooking, clean- has already been achieved. {

occu voting
for the first time in the election of village councils.

: _ ‘ : : In China, women have gained many freedoms in -
in relation to women’s struggle in all spheres, social, the way of franchise and ability to enter the pro- .

economic, cultural and political.” fessions, ete., but a long task still remains for them

It originated in U.S.A. during the Votes for to conguer the prejudice and resistance of the older®
Women campaign in 1908. At an International generations. In America many alterations have
Congress of women held at Stuttgart in 1910 Clara been made in industry, both in accommodation and
Zetkin, a member of the Reichstag, moved that processes to suit the employment of women, and

the date March 8th be designated International accordin icati ; ing—; i Ip f her! Fifty years ago votes for women were fantasti
; - g to a publication of the Labor B ' ing and shopping—no domestic help for her i 5 q ion before
Women's Day. Her proposal was adopted - € Labor Dureau,§ : - —with th le of the Soviet Union before
. pted unani- women have come t : - th ears the middle class woman has with the example e So X

mously, and &ince then International Wenten'aDay * e il e to stay. Indeed, it can safely During the war y

den—though perhaps in where the position of women was even more sub- :
]lliftet: sﬁf:usgn:?%ﬂfrz:i is ei:gectrd to bear servient, we should be filled with hope for the
che children, do the housework, the cooking and futur?. and with thg resolve thaf we Sha“-: tﬂg;“ﬁ-’-" o
/phe shopping without help, without rest and with- part in the struggle—that we will fight for i1
Lut reward. But she is not inarticulate and much :i:f;hoi '::; b;;'}:rtrf;?fn? _ﬁgﬁt ;::; mh;fi dﬂ :
1 $ gartens, ‘nmmal.... ;
International Women's Cone mnc(‘;‘lli:.r :a}’sc;::;:‘:::lai\;eci-&g 0, noted that upon the food, and fight for sncnahqm_,im

. bearing and rearing of children, the state set no ship.

ON FREEDOM OF THE PRI
RESPONSIBILITY OF

. : ; there is no country in which women
has been celebrated in U.S.A., China, England, served during the war, where there is not a greater

US.S.R. and, before the war. in France
B SR : : and Ger- respect for thei ilities in i i v 4
many. It was on this date in 1917 that there was hel‘r C.apabll‘lt]es hn AN PRl prevnougl { )
a mass demonstration by the women of Petrograd €ir sphere, and everywhere '
against starvation, war And  tsardom he men f iti i |
s : ull citizen

?upported tl'lxe demonstration by a city-wide strike. ik
nternational Women's Day in 1917 eca

ntern me an
historic occasion. SR e Al

represeating over 8| million
. women. The agenda include ilowi 2 :
tio 1ﬂf Australia there have been annual celebra- nomic, Legal and Social Pufittige fo;.t)%mg- Em
fns b?r many years. The§e have taken the form Ways of Improving their § Wil Delayil
¢ Public meetings, international concerts, and con- is i idanee ghae o S
ferences, at which representatives have spoken from
:ail types of organisations connected with the needs

OFf women. The Trade Un.mn movement has also  sign of becomin i
~ been mterestgd. and meetings have been held in i et S
jv?rkahops with the co-operation of  HhO it
Sy At a conference organised by the International
s Day (.:.nmnuttee in England in 1945 (e
> objectives were formulated in a charter: cqnt. ard in a very f
o, [ )

mothers: The right to brin i iti

mother : g children citizens, {

s fi’;ﬂ fm_.m fear and want and war; go to :i'le hsemfa]?': th?t Mn‘
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newsapaper business in their ewn hands, in the hands
of big capital.

In America and Britain concentration in the
newspaper business has, been carried to no less
length than in other branches of industry. Owing
to powerful competition, the “mortality’” among
the American newspapers is very high: their number
(counting only newspapers published in English)
has declined from 2,042 in 1920 to 1,754 in 1944.
There are 1,103 American cities today where only
one newspaper is published, and in 159 large cities
where more than one newspaper is published, they
are in the hands of a single owner, or a single group
of owners. All, or nearly all, the big and influential
newspapers belong to multi-millionaires. Accord-
ing to Oswald Garrison Villard, himself a former
publisher (of the New York Post and the Nation),
“no one would dream of starting a metropolitan
newspaper with less than ten or even fifteen millions
in the bank.” Hearst, the notorious pro-fascist
publisher, is usually called America’s
king.

newspaper
But he is certainly not the onl_\' one. [t can
scarcely be said that he is even the most influential
of them. The real proprietors of the Associated
Press, for instance, are a small group of wealthy
publishers, who not only control the extensive
activities of this agency (with its 10,000.000
dollars of annual revenue) but are at the same time
the owners of many of the 1,124 newspapers
affiliated to it, ostensibly on a co-operative basis.
Another big American agency, the United Press,
is under the control of Rov Howard, who at the
same time runs the Scripps-Heward group, embrac-

T - ing 19 newspapers. We find a similar concentra-
¢ tion of newspaper capital in Great Britain. All the
&4 big English dailies, with the exception of the Daily
CR Herald, belong to a small number of wealthy

proprietors. This equally applies to the Reuters

agency.

But it is generally known that far-reaching
concentration in any branch of industry inevitably
!eads to monopoly, and to an urge for expansion
i.e., to enlarge the sphere of domination of th:_:
monopolies both at home and abroad. The news-
paper industry of Britain and America is no excéption
to this economic law, it seems. Reuters already
holds -?.-.dominating position in Great Britain and
the British possessions: moreover, before the war

together with the French Havas

‘r,.it '_“li'ﬂd,
an“i:_lfe'mational cartel which had no serious
's either in Europe, or in Asia and Africa.
A g_AsgnE:lated Press and the Unijted
Il com etitors. But both are rapidly
into all parts hn:i the world. All the

 an extensive interna-
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tions ii many countries. , Furthermore, the Ame-
rican agencies have subsidiaries in other countrie
r.., in Great Britain (the Associated Press of Greal

Britain and the British United Press) and in S‘ou_ -
America (La Prensa Asociada). The Associategy
Press leases over 285,000 miles of telegraph wireg
for its exclusive use. : &

We - thus see that these three news agencies®
represent powerful international capitalist (or com-=8
mercial, as they call thermselves) concerns. And
there is nothing surprising in the fact that these'™s
concerns thirst for expansion, for the constant
extension of their spheres of action and domination:
But is it seemly on the part of the business men
who head these commercial concerns to impose their
economic expansion upon the world public under §
the guise of a fight for "international freedom of
the press’'? © Does this not smack of unfair compe- ¥
tition? When other merchants seek for expansion
in’ the world arena they do not assume the pose
of champions of the “liberties’”” of mankind, but
talk of their interests and earnings in plain business-
like language. - And when the British and Ameri-
can mewspaper concerns strive to secure a dominat-
ing posiiion in the collection and distribution of &
international news, is it not also because it is for =
them a profitable commercial enterprise? Why
then hide the fact under a false label? 11

It seems to me, in particular, that it is hardly
becoming of the Associated Press and its director
to don the democratic toga of fichters for freedom o
of the press and news. Did not the U.S, Department
of Justice deem it necessary in 1942 to bring action
against the Associated Press on the charge of
unlawfully monopolizing the distribition of news by 3
depriving its members’ competitors of the possibility
.Ol obtaining information 3 And did not the courl-'.
in Uclu‘ber, 1943, declare the monopolistic actions
of the Associated Press unlawful on the grounds that
they prevented the free distribution of news? True,
the Federal Supreme Court has not yet passed ﬁnéi 4
judgment, but if Mr. Cooper had any modesty ai%l
all 'he would not, pending the Supreme Court's
dec1§ot1. come forward as chief hero in the fight
for International freedom of the press. For suc

, little befits a man who eve

violating the law op freedo
mention_ this fact, it is not
want to disparage the Associat
with its chief Eur
has long been kn

of course, because
ed Press as compare
OPean competitor, Reuters, v
OWn as a monopolistie coneern

etiti ST
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It is true that the directors of the three mentioned
news agencies make a show of having no political
trend. Desirous of supplying their news to all periodi-
cals of the world, both reactionary and otherwise,
they claim that their agencies are purely commer-
cial enterprises which are independent of parties,
governments or nations. And, on the basis of the
alleged independence of their agencies, these
businessmen claim that their enterprises are the
sole free sources of objective information. This
assertion was made, for instance, by Mr. Chancellor,
General Manager of Reuters, in the World’s Press
News. At the same time, he advertised his own
firm in the following, far from objective words:
“In Reuters our chief aim is to preserve our
integrity in providing for the newspapers of the
world a reliable, unbiassed, international news
service. We are not purveyors of British news;
news cannot be British or American — it is

‘an international commodity.” ‘

We shall later give a concrete analysis of the
political and moral gquality of this "inte_mationai
commodity,”” as purveyed by Reuters, the Associated
Press, the United Press and newspapers closely
associated with them. But first, touching _bri_eﬂ_y
on the fundamental question — does the C&?ltallstlc
management of newspapers and press agencies have
a good or a bad influence on their worlf._?_ — it must
be bluntly stated that, morally and po'l:t'x.cally. their
work only suffers from the “commercial .charachfr
of their management. Everything esantml on this
score was said in our frank tal!: with Mr. Kent
Cooper (The War and the Workmg"(_.‘.lass. No%- :!
and 2, 1945). We then noted that 'in the Unite
States, the enjoyment of freedom of the press by
the citizens largely depends upon ?vhether ﬂ_l?Y
own sufficiently large amounts of Gﬂp.ltﬂl. and this,
in the long run, moulds the pred?l_mnant featuhrde:
of this press.”” In reference to this statement Ivr.
Chancellor, General Manager of the R.eute.rs agency,
in a lecture at the Czechoslovak Institute last
February in which ‘he commented on ~D“.l'-~_“1' icle,
said: .

— 0

~ cerns only one aspect of thepi'nla _
_ ship and financing of newspapers - X G

- which at the moment is exercisi
~in France and other lib

.

Burope.”” -«

or, as we see, is |

, l;ule. i sﬁﬁt':!rdi'na't‘ed.: to : thiu

“Although admittedly imﬁér}gng this cﬂ:;. g o

A

making.”" This, of course, is not :
“only one aspect of the problem,” as Mr. Cha:
declares. It is the crux of the matter. For ther
lies the essential viciousness of the private capita
or commercial, system of control of the press.
This, too, is the source of the political tenden-
tiousness of the commercial newspaper enterprises
and of the news agencies.  To say that these
enterprises are politically independent is a childish
fable. They are utterly dependent, economically
and politically, upon their owners. Everybody
knows that the general rule is: if the owner is a
conservative, the trend of his newspaper is also
conservative; if he is a reactionary, his newspaper
will betray reactionary tendencies; if he is a fascist,
his newspaper will infallibly lean towards fascism.
And as there are very few progressives among the
multi-millionaires who own the big commercial
newspapers, it is easy to understand why nearly all
the progressive newspapers in America and Britain
are comparatively small and weak, or belong not
to capitalist owners, but to public organisations of
one kind or another. -
Oswald Garrison Villard, whom we have already
quoted, a man of anything but Left convictions,
explains this fact in his book, The Disappearing
Daily, published in 1944, as follows: :
“Just as the profession of journalism has
changed into a business, so there is every tempta-
tion for the proprietor to consider all political |
and economic questions from the point of vie
of those who have very large ,e;ounnﬁc,-ﬁtﬁ]%?-’g
and to look with alarm upon all proposed social -
and political reforms. The newspaper owner
feels that he belongs in the Chamber of Com-
merce and the merchants’ associations. .
His property ranks with those powerful bus
_ '.co;pamﬁonsdwhich,-in,- nearly every Am
 community dominate its econorm
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incorporating Great Britain, France, Latin America,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand into an Ameri-
can Union. And it is by no means fortuitous that
both in America and Britain it is the imperialisticallxi
minded who are calling loudest of all for "freeldom
in general, and for freedom of the press in particular.
In Great Britain, for example, the Nineteenth Century
and After, the frankest of the proponents of imper-
ialist policy, recently wrote literally as follows:

“The main defence of freedom abroad has,
in this country, passed to a handful of Conserva-
tives. The only concerted protest against the
disastrous agreement concluded at Yalta came
exclusively from the Conservatives.”

Of course, not all the British Conservatives are
pleased with the specific political aims of the Ameri-
can campaign conducted by Mr. Kent Cooper under
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material which the newspapers received from
agency in earlier years. But while we noted. t
favourable developments, we even tl?en, while
war was still on, suggested the necessity of con
dating this progress in objectivity achieved b}_r Li...
American press. If only we could consolidate
this valuable achievement so that it may not be
lost when the war comes to an end!" we exclaimed:
“This is extremely important as a guarantee for a
durable peace.”

But apparently nothing serious has been don"
by persons in authority to consolidate this change'
for the better. For directly following the conclusion’
of the war (and partly even on the eve of the
Allies" victory) a number of big American — as
well as British — newspapers and press agencies’

began to display an increasing contempt for the § Sy 2
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Berlin. Could the editors of the Daily Mirror and
the other newspapers who printed this canard have
doubted its falsity even for a minute? It is hard
to believe. S
But as a rule, as long as the war was on, influential
American and British newspapers. did not attempt
to defame and vilify the Red Army by publishing
false news. In September of this year, however,
the majority of them began a systematic campaign
of calumny against the Soviet forces of occupation
in Germany. As though acting to orders, British
and American correspondents in Berlin began
flooding their newspapers with absurd fabrications
about the behaviour of Red Army men in Germany
and Austria. When framing their stories of pillage,
violence and black-market operations allegedly

which othgrwiue‘.mg}ﬂ;' 2
between the Allies™ "~ ¥ 70T
In the display of such “frankness”" the Bri
correspondent beats his American competit
hollow. % :
Following on this (on October 16th) the All
Press, the agency of the British military adminis
tion in Germany, launched a canard to the ef
that collective farms were being formed in h
Soviet zone of occupation in Germany; such col-
lective farms were allegedly being organised in the
province of Brandenburg, where a special depart-
ment had even been set up for the purpose. The
administration of Brandenburg declared that this
report was absolutely unfounded. But the London .
radio, broadcasting in German, continued to feed

the cry of “international freedom of the press.”
The Economist, for instance, bluntly declared that

the population of Germany with such putrid dishes
— with endless descriptions of the “‘awful plight of

truth which is so necessary for anti-fascist interna§

~. ommitted by Soviet soldiers, these cautious gentle-
tonal co-operation. = And today many of them:

" men, to avoid being convicted of lying, studiously

Cooper's slogans paved the way for the attainment

of world hegemony by the United States with the

assistance of the financially powerful American

news agencies. To which Mr. Cooper retorted by
accusing the Economist of wanting to retain the
a control of the world's means of communication in
British hands,

Who is right — the Economist or Mr. Cooper?

Both, it seems to me. In our era the “commodity”
a0 of reactionary news has become an effective instru-
o ment of capitalist penetration into other countries
31 and continents — an undoubtedly more effective one
than was the import of whisky, bibles and opium
£ into non-capitalist countries in the early days of
the spread of capitalism. And the role of the
foreign correspondents of the reactionary press is
fa}' more important than was that of the mission-
aries.

There are, of course, different kinds of news-
papers, editors and correspondents and different
kinds of proprietors, too, Some realise their
res‘ponsibi]ity. some only dimly realise it while
some are absolutely irresponsible.
the “commodity’’ of some of the bi
‘merchants more closely, and get the feel of it —

_ mot the_ whole stock, of course, but only that part
which is of international interest,

In the controversy with Mr.

Let us examine
gger newspaper

Pation of the United States in the commor strugele
the fmedom-loving nations against fascist éir-

. the degree of truth and honesty of the
ican press ha_w‘l grown considerably' i, handling
h_mg‘llnﬁnm. any influentia] Newspapers

o the fascist

have distinctly reverted to the old vice. 3
Even during the San Francisco Conference,
whose purpose it was to unite all the peace-loving ™
nations into a single security organisation, a large
section of the American press endeavoured to set's
the Allied powers at loggerheads by publishing =
downright false reports about the course of the
discussions. A reminder of this by a reader of the
New York Times was given in a letter to that
newspaper after the Berlin Conference, stating that
if a man from Mars happened to land on our planet
while the San Francisco Conference was Iin progress
and read such newspapers as the New York Daily
News, New York Journal-American, Chicago Tri=
bune and the New York Sun, it would never oceur A
to him that this was a conclave of allies. He &
recalls to the memory of the New York Times
newspaper headlines then current of the following
F‘enor_: Ru§sia beaten on the Argentine Question,”
“Sp}net Un'mn compelled to Yield on Veto Right,""
Will Russia Walk out on the Conference”? A
he asks what purpose these :
whether they gave a correct
of the proceedings or were de
arouse distrust among the Al]
And this reader quite righ
to the complaints of pressmen
to the Berlin Conference,
Papers were unwilling to ag
while at the same time cl
fregdom of the press, he s
Contrenc v vty e ot the B
Nl rporan y being kept a sec

reached the g?ct:n:: enf tll3le II';‘“!d"Au.n-ly i
April, 1945) som::.- % f AR LAl %

Rl fro t\l%:: fmenmn }?{E
e ory Ifrom Washington whi
fabrication from beginning to end, and wh
erican advance patrols h al :

on Ay 5, Bk b oo

picture of the cou
liberately intended
ied Great Powers,
tly added, in referen
at not being admit
that inasmuch as ne
sume an

- aroused

avoided mentioning names, time or place.
Reactionary newspapers of the type of the
Observer and the Daily Mail are not the only ones
that have distinguished themselves in this despicable
campaign; many others, including Labor periodicals,
are involved. One particularly vile article printed
in the London Tribune called forth numerous pro-
tests from the readers of this ‘Left” journal. One
of them, for instance, wrote:
“l am amazed that a Left paper s!muld
publish such a slander on the Red Arxt}y without
a single verifiable fact and by a s.pecm.l corres-
pondent without the courage to sign his or her
name. | challenge you to publish his or her
name and record and produce factg to prove
such wild and malicious statements.”
Evidently the campaign of vilification of the
Red Army was not only conducted with the aim oj
counteracting the widespread sympathy entertaine

but also with the purpose of aurtg?ﬁﬁnusly mmnna‘
the population of Germany. This was qbvgugg
the purpose of a slanderous fabrication circula

by the Associated Press (under the guise of an.

in Great Britain and America for the Soviet Union,

the Germans,”’ and with grossly distorted accounts
of the policy of the Soviet Government and of the
‘new democratic governments in Central and Eastern
Europe. These lies broadcast from London day
after day, for several months now, in excellent
German, bear the obvious stamp of incitation, likely
to encourage fascist sentiments in Germany.

But for all the efforts of the London radio anfi
of many of the English newspapers, their anti-
democratic propaganda was for a long time rather
anaemic — until Reuters came along and brought
it up to the mark, so to speak. On Novem_l_;g; 4
it distributed the sensational story that according to
reports reaching London about a million Germw
were to be suddenly shifted from the Soviet z
in Germany into the occupation zones of the Wes
Allies. “This large-scale movement is to begin
tomorrow’ (i.e., November 5), it stated, and
added that this was a measure a_partr,fmm_-__}h&

nsfer of Germans from Poland, C?be}mﬂh‘___j

-

_and Austrip, | | L i
That same day all the bi English news

interview with Senator B‘ ewster) to the effect that whick

Soviet authorities were “liqu datme'c‘-m&ﬂ PrE
fessional men in Berlin and other parts of
The laurels of this American
the envy of the Berlin
‘the London Times, who, as we lea

i he T

&




T

' ' ' |  March, 1946 e
78 COMMUNIST REVIEW March, - Mare |

The French Communist Party "eﬁmmi,“ .
- million members, grouped in 31,963 branches. .ogf :
these, 7,259 are factory and workshop branches,

had to be furnished to the British public. And The answer may be gathered from the foll“
#0 Reuters, which, as Mr. Chancellor, its General phrase in Lloyd's story:

venty-five thousand of |

inaccura shot by the Nazis. The great
always places reliable and “The panic was cause:d when an inaccu at and 12,161 ru'ral'branches. s of their country was wont by

M“’."‘ge'é B el other virtues, report was reproduced in the Berliner, the 1Oux organisations of yatliic ‘rpaple nthmes ™ joric: struggles, - 3 T
::it::ll?ls;efou:;l ¢i‘vﬂl?aat lseemed a way out; it furnished British military government paper PUthhe“ 300,000, an(':l ou; Un;o;iﬁio\j/omen o_f France has Riviltgridre b peaple’ of Finga’ :

the newspapers with a report of its correspondent Berlin. o ¥ : ot a mfm?}fr::lrigr: ‘32 taar tal'ee i aéi:otmt i mind our unceasing p‘rop.ﬁggii__&a_’h? ?_Eﬁ'g& b
t British Headquarters in Germany to the effect So that was the origin qf the .mystenous Tder urthe 2 ' X FE e 0 ; the war, and our consta_nt ?ﬁ‘?‘,’tﬁ tt-'_l_ W:dfﬂ d__‘
" “the Russi h rently withdrawn their In other words, a sensational lie was fabricate French Confederation of Labor, five mi on sireng, catastrophe. They remembered that t‘ﬂ‘e
<Al L el out of “panic,” for distribution through the “indes Four-fifths of these vast forces have Communist munist Party protested unceasingly against _th
lnst?{:;os?;s explanation No. 1. And the English pendent” Reuters news agency. b leadership. ; On}? ofhthese geadﬁrs is (;_:en;::al ?ecre- errors of the pre-war politics of teatlanars Ba
newspapers prin]t)ed it under appropriate headlines— But if anybody thinks that this newspaper tary Benedict Frachon who shares the irectorate

e.g.: "Soviet ‘Reprieve’ for Refugees. Mystery of scandal taught the British periodicals. invol\:ed
Russian Order” (Evening Standard); “Soviet Order this affair to moderate the tone of their reactiona y
Toned Down" (Evening News); “Soviet Cancels propaganda in connection with German and Euro-

g . ernments of Western Europe. We drew attenti.
with Jouhaux. For a long period, PLE SEusemen tos B criminal abandonment of Ethiopia, of
bers gave their main energies to work in .theu' trade publican Spain, Czechoslovakia, and to  Mu rich
unions. Our Party is now reaping the fruits of these Jit-

We battled for: collective securitjlr, and a_gé'ii']ék elie~

i i i i i i i r efforts. ; ' : lerism. We agitated for the ‘A liance of “rance

Order to German Refugee:v. (News Chronicle). pean affairs, be is rmstak'en. The Da_lly Ma:!, for 0 In the French Government, the Comirthio with /Saviet Rwssta, This e uhders'tandi;ig'
However, it soon transpired that there had never Instance, continues to cry in the following strain: R, i

been any Soviet order for the expulsion of Germans, “Distracted, demoralised, disintegrating

and consequently that it could not have been can- Europe looks today for leadership, and she looks

celled. Reuters Berlin correspondent began mutter- not to America or to Russia but to Britain,
& ing something about a “misunderstanding”: the The question which will decide the fate of thi
Soviet order, it turned out, applied only to “several generation is whether Europe will look in vain."”'
hundred non-Germans,” and jn any case they were Everybody knows where thjs sort of thing leads,
ﬁ not ordered to return to Western Germany at once.,” We have given a number of illustrations of ho v
] Matters having taken such a turn, it behoved the cavalierly the reactionary “‘news purveyors’’ handle
worthy agency to issue explanation No. 2. Through the truth. The list of illustrations is anything but
the lips of its reviewer, Robert Lloyd, Reuters complete. And it stands in need of substantial
admitted that the false reports which had caused supplementation in the form of a reply to the
questions to be raised in the House of Commons reader's legitimate queries: Why do they lie?
angi' had led the Foreign Office to draw hasty ‘con- s theiy political purpose? And does democratic
clusions freedom of the press necessarily i '

“were due partly to the unauthorised

W _Pa j political calumny, or freedom f
mitiative of a district official and partly to a for such calumny, which i
newspaper scare based on an Inaccurate transla- mental to the peacefy]
tion of & Berlin radio broadcast.”

Party, by its energy and firmness, in the recent
period secured the entrance to the French Minis- b
try of five Communists including Maurice Thorez, The Bl el i pEstecited st e
General Secre_tary of the Parby The' Fanr Sthes Party disbanded in 1939 beraues s ke
%?mlt: u?lsc;lsl ;::,;:lc tf;?:dﬂggzl:n;irgs gfaﬁ::?mgtt:: political course of Alliance with Soviet Ruﬁia.}’{h’s
ork, In : s A
nomy. These comrades wi]l_ ensure the success of S:i?tf:;r?:stl (9):?“::5':2:;;?:;3“&1; ::':t;z‘:e Mo
n?ti}o]na]isattion and the crushing of the omnipotence sight When fhe Rert dhe: !31“" ded l':!y t}\e genil_tﬂ of
the trusts. = 3 ; ¢ L Tistice in e
i relation to these gains, the mbe mildlefiad . UATLRIE] UREE B SUSUES GF and that
pa[;%roigof:(;ranc&: % l,!g“;n;;lte%’olés 0%5313? ;::r:;iatlf;: is one of the principal reasons for our success,
s i and, on Sunday, y OUL. ne la Pelipin ] i . :
few days (during the political crisis) the daily cir- And now, F asfl-’i_lm 1s d'i;_“"_l?dt Theéﬁﬂg‘:e#?,
ulation rose by 100,000. This circulation would come for the establishment Oh a }J_!l_ﬂl peace. 0 [
]‘;é much greater if the Government, which mono- (,ommums;:cs_"dzma;“ld lgﬁ:;kte :heill't::al::s'in‘; eg'
.polises ‘the distribution of pé[&erf;fl thlf presﬁs; tttielg ::gei 'a:tdth:aye !;afreoaamm. ity i
t i bitrary limitation of the share a s A e
?: lfﬁi‘;‘:;i?; Si;};e the liberation of France, France part of the coal of the Ruhr, and

was rejected by your Government and ours, owing
to class interests. ;

¥

Bl Gt R

states? et v an': I'Humanite occupies the press machmf_.- and _oﬂit!;es gluigi?;o:??ie:;fh;?g’; oy d&m
What was the panicky newspaper which suddenly But o thiziwe shall speak later of Le Petit Parisien which had the highest fxl}rcu a.. But after justice is obtained, like all our
loomed out of the thick fog of this explanation> (To b continued) 4 tion of all French papers before the war. We ex- :

pelled this paper from its premises because its i;taﬂ" i’;ﬁ irenda:’ant_ Pl‘i:cctei;t eAnﬂL i:;‘!-cengk
were in collaboration with the enemy, and traitor - ﬂlﬁ';p:fﬁﬂm : sec ‘" o
to their country. Their property was seized ﬂ ) . : 118 :
Put in trust with the patriotic press. !n) the 5%
vinces, the Party publishes twelve cl?uly papeh :
seventy weeklies. Two million copies d&ik l‘hﬂ“‘%
total circulation of our arty contro led press. -ﬁtti
ese are the results we are g ﬂd‘ﬁ 3

bring to your attention. o8

What are the reasons for this ¢

BUILDING A NEW woRrwp

MARCEL CACHIN, Chairman,

(From “World News and
(Translation of the speech

Communist Party of France,

gl ‘Views,” December 1, 1945,) ~
o arcel Cachin, frat | : } 28
| rance to the |8t aLm: ;:leg:ng:!g:ga(l:t}.g?m)the Communist Party o
ON behalf of our French Communist
-~ Comrade Cigniot and I brin
~and sister Communists of Grea
cordial and fraternal greeting,
~ In France, we follow with bur
- Persistent efforts in the difficult

L

Party my  accurat i
: € and precjse informati i

e on

E to you, brother our political battles, Permit me to s’ux:aonc?rmg i

t Britain, » most  the victorjeg we have obtained o
efore the war the Cop

. - ! o

ning interest your already the foremost politicalln

struggle yoy have i

idertaken.
% hope that you, co

-

munist Parg
party inp _
ctober elections, it ha:

come the strongest - o
mrades of the in the Constit e FAnee, - dp gt

; uent i
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n; Y geherous and ardent youth sentatives,, it numbara 160, 2 Ith associated re
'€ gain the political success 7 2V deputies, Th
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- ence and the determinati

Soviet economy has downed Fas-cism and

solved the problems of our historic period better
than the forms of the old Liberalism, and better
than the Reformist and = opportunistic Socialism.
which rejects Marxism and is mortal to the work-
ing class. .

These are the reasons why our French Party
exercises a vigilant and careful supervision over
the formation of Party workers and officials. Many
central and regional schols have been founded for
the teaching of the doctrines of Marx, Engels.
Lenin and Stalin. It considers that one of its
primary tasks is the Marxist education of the
“elite” of French workers. Permit me to advise
you to do likewise.

Dear Comrades, we are certain that we are on
the right road—the road that leads from formal
democracy to real democracy. We shall persevere,
without faltering, in the cause we have chosen
irrevocably.

We have numerous foes. Like you, we meet
with greater misunderstanding on the part of many
workers, left as well as opportunists. But we shall
remain faithful to our daily, patient action of pro-
paganda and persuasion.

We cherish all our hopes of the infinite possi-
bilities of the people. We are sure that Commun-
ism is the future of the world.

The course of events after the war justifies our
position with striking evidence. The advance to-
wards Socialism is henceforth inevitable and uni-
versal.

But the struggle will be severe. It
ommunists persevering efforts,
political intelligence, ekact appreci
ance of forces, unshakeable confid
ist doctrine and in final success,

oth our parties are confronted with the same

will cost
sacrifices, great
ation of the bal-
ence in our Marx-
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reproaches. We are accused of professing too gr
a sympathy for the Soviet Union: We _acknow]e
that the Soviet Union has rendered immense se
vice to the cause of &ll peoples. Its arms saved t
world: its example illumines the future of a
nations.

Your great people of Great Britain and ous

people of France played the same identical'pa
of leadership in the history of the past. All inte

lectually honest minds admit that the sacrifices of
Soviet peoples and the great genius of Stalin have

cleared the road to a new world for humanity.

It is in Soviet Russia that. for the first time in
the world, the exploitation of man by man has ™
been suppressed. That is true progress, true demo-

cracy, the only true human morality.

Comrades, a few weeks ago, the World Feder-
ation of Trade Unions was founded here, in Lon-
don, and later on in Paris. We consider this to be %
the greatest event of the year 1945, If. henceforth, 4
the manual, intellectual and technical workers of =8
the world were to unite, they also, in the political

field, would have discovered the only issue open ta
this stricken world for the attai
human happiness.

hese young delegates, so numerous here, re- =
present to my eyes the future of Great Britain,

Before them lie exacting tasks: they are the builders
of a new world. But.

they must each and e
bilities of action and t
Partv. Such is the i

very day expand the possi-

mmortal teaching of Lenin.
A great Communist Party, well instructed, firm,
disciplined, skilled, full of faith and confidence in
the future. is, in every nation, the essential instru-
ment of the liberation of mankind.

: Hurrah! For the Communijst Party of Great
Britain!

OUR STRUGGLE

(Extracts from the book
Republic. Translated in Ay
AFTER two months of the establishment of the

. 'in.doniasian Republic there is the hope and
desire in every section of our people for independ-

on to defend it. . . . For the

. " does not 1
mean the establishment of the Indonesi:n n.lSi:tey
is our flag of red and white I

# : merely a symho|
1 and ideals of the peopl d
things mean for R Gl
red

people the slogan “Inde

pendence’

&m o ! them their own '
G o ianny, from starvation and

. is for them a symbol
e of

forced surrender of i
crops, in short b

t:at knew no limits. Like Yitien L
thousands were thrown out of

y work, th
from the villages to the e ﬂ
and_ starvation in the villages, and thousands mo
fleeing from forced labour and military ser
s“:'e]]ed the unemployed
this caused unrest in th
were faced with a risj

W X { an (o] i

awaiting to be taken

Indonesia) was witho

resentment again

SUTAN SJAHRIR.
of this title by Sutan Sjahrir,
stralia from the

the Prenfier of th

l -
o Malay.) e Indonesian

wise in the cities . . .

cities to es

army in the cities, 4

e cities, too. The Japane
ng tide of resentment

»

After the Japanese ‘were defmtgd

captive, their

March, 1946

Independent Indonesia has been established, .

The ending of the Second World War le
supreme military and economic powers, that is, the
U.S.A., England and the Soviet Union. These three
are the leading powers which control the interna-
tional relations linking most of the countries of the
world. This has caused the disappearance of the
individual sovereignty of all other countries, a
sovereignty which in any case was extremely limited
previously.

The political system of Soviet Russia stands
strongly on its basis of socialism, and has passed
the difficult tests of the past years, its basis not being
dependent on political or economic conditions
United States and
England on the other hand require the whole world
as a feld for their economic existence, which is
capitalist and imperialist.
which destroyed the wealth of the world to the
extent of thousands of millions of guilders, 'bas
impoverished, with the exception of the United
States, the whole world. Everywhere the means
of production have been destroyed to a great extent,
and there is a lack of manpower due to widespread

rvation and sickness. .
2o All this has brought about a weakening of the
capitalist world, and it is difficult to see hc!w
capitalism can find the strength to continue its
In a large part of the world then-: are
economic crises, confusion, and sharp pdmﬁ:al
There is the increasing trend of he
basis of capitalist
On the other
despite this
d by which they can

The Second World War

ning of peace and

to fulfil their great mission,

he power of their Communist E

working-class to change .the .
society and create a socialist society.
hand those holdhl:g to the ol
threat, still search every roa hey
strengthen their positit!:m. with plans to improve
capitalism and imperialism. : ¢
im‘]’nerialism. We are living now in a perio
will determine which system ‘?_ll
determine the fate of mankind,
capitalism or socialism. The compe
these two tendencies and powers is T
continuous political strugg‘l_g PF
experience continued politi
crises, and there exists the possi! "
perhaps of another wmrlﬂ-wgrf ‘
Indonesia is surrounded by
influence of the capitalist imperia
ited States.
bound up with Eng

Thus we face a new

| emerge and h
that is, the new
tition between
eflected in the
rld. W“'ﬁu
of conflict and

i

the Chifiese Revolution and the
stances, especially in China, canno
The most important change in relatios
country occurred when the Japanese drove out
Dutch.  On account of defeat Japan will tempo
disappear from the politics of North East
it can be said that Japan will fall into the hand
the USA which has now become the biggest
power. The United States now feels _tha-t i ‘
modify and reconstruct English pu}icjr of th‘l.f.
century throughout the East, and in our countr
too. If the English cannot reconcile their p‘oﬁl}
with that of the USA, which is concerned only wi
its own capitalist existence, then England will
overwhelmed by the power of the USA. It
clear that the Dutch power has only been a too
in English policy. It is also clear that the Amenc_al;
attitude towards Dutch control of our country 13
not the same as the English attitude. In this circum-
stance it may be possible for us to occupy a position
which will agree with the political aspirations uf _
the United States, the ‘colossus of the Pacific, bl}t
this possibility is limited as long as the world is
capitalist and imperialist as at present. . . . Because )
of this the fate of the people of Indonesia is bound
up with international conditions and develop-
I TR S :
men[Um;il the basis of society is changefl and an
end is put to capitalism and impenahsm]_ th_",lj
struggle of our people cannot be fully Sﬂtl!ﬁﬂd'i,.-:
and the independence which we can achi.eve, eve
freed fully from the Dutch. will still be nomi
independence, similar to that of uthar
countries under the influence of blg_.i;aﬂ_
counftries; oy AR
Although for many years we have m
modern world, and although tht:_ spgmk_.w_, b
country was changed and influenced nced by it,
existence and uutioﬂ];' gﬁpurj peor

the villages, was




an enemy, we still permit the spirit Of. feuclahs::n
which still exists as a sort of nationalism. This
would become nationalism with a type of solidarity
that is feudal solidarity or hierarchism. . . . 90
in setting up the power of our society in our revolu-
tion, we must never forget that we are taking part
in a democratic revolution. . . . .

Having defined the nature of our struggle as
above, it is clear that our revolution must be led
by democratic groups, who are revolutionary, and
not by nationalist groups who have been slaves to
fascism, either Dutch colonial fascism or Japanese
military fascism.

The revolutionary democratic struggle begins
with the eradication of all traces of Japanese
fascism, which prevents understanding amongst
those who are still influenced by Japanese instruc-
tion and propaganda. Those who sold their souls
and honour to fascist Japan must be separated from
our revolutionary leadership (that is, those who
worked in propaganda, Japanese secret police, those
who took any part in the Japanese fifth column).
All of thesa must be considered as traitors to our
struggle and are not to be identified with the
workers who worked for the time being only, to
gecure the necessities of life. + Thus all political
collaboration with the Japanese such as mentioned
above must be regarded as fascism itself, or a tool
of fascist Japan, and is a betrayal of the struggle
and revolution of the people.

The State of the Republic of Indonesia which
we create as a means in the revolution of our
people, must become a means of democratic
struggle, cleansed from all traces of Japan and its
fascism. . . . The entire government must be
democratised as guickly as possible, so that the
majority of the people may participate in govern-
ment affairs, This may easily be accomplished by
setting up where necessary representative bodies of
the people from the village up to the highest govern-
ment authorities. All means of authority must be
democraticised as much as possible, so as to
minimise dissensions among the people. . . . With
the formation of new means of government any
difficulties can be straightened out where they arise,
that is in the village itself, and the government
will lr:'e the means which can be used in carrying
out the democratic revolution in the social and

~ economic sphere in the village. . , .
Of itself, too, our position in relation to the
outside world will increase in strength. With the
thening of..tl.he organisation of our state in
itic manner, the world will believe that
uite capable of controlling our state and
le without disturbing the economic, poli-
d cultural links with outside countries, As
live nﬁ‘-’-ﬂ’itﬁﬁﬂé world ulra are forced

of world eapitalism, and eo
or capital, with the reserya-
le must not be
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COMMUNIST REVIEW

‘by laws which benefited on

 the impressment of
: der D

Of great-importance in our struggle is ou
attitude and policy towards those groups who ar

foreigners among the inhabitants, that is, those

European or Asiatic_birth, Christians, Ambonese, -
: Up to the present we have not

Menadonese, ete. U : 10
yet adopted a satistactory attitude and policy

towards these groups. Furthermore this can develop
into a grave error, and can destroy our struggle, . «\

In this stage of capitalism, the capital of the “%

world is highly concentrated, especially in New York

and London, and more than ever there is a central- |

iced control of world capitalist production, espec-
jally in Wall Street. As a result of this war it
can be said that the whole world is in debt to
Wall Street. These conditions make the world
one international unit. Thus the resistance and
struggle of the working class against this can only
produce any result if this truth is fully realised. The
activities and struggle of the working class must be
on an international scale.

Our working class is now directing its struggle
towards defending the State of the Indonesian
Republic. This is as it should be, but . . . . the
national solidarity of the working-class must be
raised to an international level, so as to be in
tune with the struggle of the working class through-
out the world. The excess of the spirit of national-
ism can hinder the working-class from perceiving
the international nature of the struggle, and ma¥
cause deviations which will weaken its position and
cause retreat. In order to avoid the danger that
in the nationalist struggle the basis of the struggle
is overlooked and forgotten, that they will not be
deceived or imposed on, it is necessary that in the
nationalist struggle the working-class knows how to
struggle for its posifion in its own manner as
Indonesians, that is organised as workers with
weapons of class struggle. The spirit which is
necessary to carry on' the struggle in this way is
the spirit of its class and the solidarity of its class
not weakened by the spirit of nationalism. The
conditions for clarjfying its position in the pelitical
struggle of the working-class are to claim full rights

of the people, even from the State of Independent

Indonesia itself, the freedom of speech, of writing,

of assembly, of meeting, of the right to strike, of
the guarantee of employment, of health conditions,

education for children, the fixation of wages,
he 4

For our peasantry the struggle for independence

can only have meaning if its mass nature is rea]'Td{-

by them. If the present revolution of the In
nesian people is to be felt as a popular revoluti
for the peasantry, so that they can no longer b
su;?pressed by the government, so that thpy c
enjoy the fruits of their labour, and not be oppre
: ly those who
then our revolution must overthrow fe
the Tura districts, feudal gover

]
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are so overcrowded that -a]fh&ﬁé]; proc
the soil is carried out as intensely as posil , it i
still not enough to raise the living standard 'Ft; 3 l:
people in general. This condition is becoming mor,
and more acute. Apart from attempting to rediét'rff
bute the inhabitants of Indonesia more -evhhl;
among the islands with intermigration, the complete
answer to the gquestion in Java is undeniably indus-
trialisation.  If the surplus population of the vil-
lages is decreased so that the village becomes a
field for raising the standard ‘of living with co-

operative endeavour, and industrialisation is brought

about under government planning, a large part
of the surplus village population can find employ-
ment as factory workers and the prosperitv of
Indonesia will be increased, especially with the
basis of a prosperous peasantry. . . .

One of the most pressing problems of the
moment is that of the youth. It cannot be denied
that it seems as though the present awakening of
our nationalism is largely represented by our youth.
- ... When the youth widen their vision towards the
basis of the new society, they will understand from
that that the strength of our struggle is not central-
ised in the forces of the youth, but in the mass of
the people, especially in the working class, which

is organised and has a sharp consciousness and

understanding regarding the class struggle in the
world. If our youth understand this, they will know
that their position is in the front ranks of the
working class and the peasantry. ' :

It is clearly an error to presume that the youth
must lead our struggle of indt:_p.gndence, an erior
which can lead to the destruction of our struggle.

BATTLE FOR THE BANK OF ENGLA!
; O CASTER . & o e U
(From “Daily Worker,” London, 30/10/45)

i ‘ e Bank of England have
HE private owners of the Bank of England e
T had : good run. For 260 years they haff-gnr;:;
pulated the country’s finances to Mtth:k ;n;& 3w
of their class and to line theh-own HoskEE e

~  Now a battle has s to "
monopoly and to int:

under public cont

ing of the natic

.ance be organised. We require an army acce

tionary party th
of the party leadi str
to organise to overcome the defici
standing in all matters relating to this prot

Owing to the present conditions in tk
it is necessary for us to heighten our read
defend the motherland and our people w
organised resistance. We require that th

to the need of the period. . . . As quickl:
possible we must bring into being a people’s milit
in which all youth from a certain age must under
military training for a certain period. On acco
of the deficiencies of material, this must be carr
cut with the limited means available, and me:
while the lack will be made up. The need fc
this instruction is extremely urgent. It must inch

academies for land and sea. The shortage
instructors can be made up with assistance from
overseas. In order to overcome the shortage of
weapons for our resistance, it is only fitting that
we sacrifice other necessities, owing to our circum-
stances at present. The manufacture and purchase
of weapons is of special importance at this moment. l
In admitting military requirements we must not f

a moment make any mistake about the role of
military force in our'revolution. Having set up th
Indonesian State in our struggle we are forced
use the weapon of State struggle, that is the Army.
This does not mean, however, ‘that we becon
slaves to the state or to militarism. . . . We
be careful lest we destroy the spirit of our pop
revolution by being enmeshed in militarism
fascism. =

-~

‘ment will be able to p
little ‘bank accou




