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FOR PRESS

The Commissioner of A.C.T. Police, Mr R.A. Wilson,
said tonight he was still hopeful that the Aboriginal
demonstration in front of Parliament House tomorrow would
not be violent.

Among ‘the demonstrators there could be people who,
for calculated purposes, sought to provoke a confrontation
leading to police action under the eyes of selective ;
television cameras and then to make allegations of violence
by police. ;

Police will not accommodate such people by allowing
themselves to be provoked so that violence and police brutality
could be alleged. 33

: Police will ensure the law is upheld and on their

part will act in a reasonable way.

CANBERRA,
29 July 1972












Whitlam promises to axe ‘obnoxious’ laws

Age October 1972

Labor Govt.
will help
Aborigines

CANBERRA. — A Federal Labor Government would remove all
discriminatory legislation against Aborigines, the Opposition
leader (Mr. Whitlam) said yesterday.

He said a Labor Govern-
ment would use its consti-
tutional power to override
“‘obnoxious” Queensland
legislation which discrimi-
nated against Aborigines.

He also promised that
Aborigines would be given
legal aid to allow them to
assert their rights.

Mr. Whitlam was speak-
ing at the launching of a
book by the London Times
correspondent in Australia,

Stewart Harris, This Our
Land.

The book is strongly
critical of the Govern-

ment's policy towards Abo-
rigines — and especially of
the role of Country Party
Ministers.

Mr. Whitlam said that,
despite the 1967 referen-
dum, which gave the Fede-
ral Parliament power to
make laws for Aborigines,

the Commonwealth Govern-
ment had not passed a
single law which it could
not have passed before.

In his policy speech be-
fore the 1969 elections, the
then Prime Minister (Mr.
Gorton) had promised to
abolish all discriminatory
legislation against Abori-
gines.

“This has not been done,"”
Mr. Whitlam said.

In April last year, the
Prime Minister (Mr. Mec-
Mahon) had concluded a
deal with the Queensland
Premier (Mr. Bjelke-Peter-
sen). Mr. McMahon ac-
cepted undertakings from
Mr, Bjelke-Petersen that the
discriminatory legislation
would be repealed.

However, the new legis-
lation had not yet been pro-
claimed — and still was not

in accordance with interna-
tional conventions.

Speaking of land rights,
Mr. Whitlam said Aborigi-
nes were increasingly aware
that the discrimination they
suffered was due to the
fact that there was no
place they could call their
land.

“We've completely dis-
regarded the collective ten-
ure of these people who
have lived in the continent
for centuries,” Mr. Whitlam
said.

“The Country Party has |
as much contempt for the
Caucasian landless as the
Country Party Ministers
have for the landless Abo- ||
rigines,” Mr. Whitlam said. ||

Mr. Paul Coe, a member
of the former Aboriginal
Embassy, said Aborigines
wanted a Labor Govern-
ment to give them tribal
land rights.
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