
7fORKE?, S at Sanyo 's colour T V factory in
~;Vod(lnf!a (Vie) are current ly oc cupying H Id

'working-in ' to save thei r jobs,
Th e wo rke rs have been occupying the factory

canteen since last \:\i et~n lsday night , after they
found out Sa nyo planned 10 S,II; i( i I) wo rkers
(l ';' wom en and 2 men) .

On F riday , the 140 workers marc led \"0 the
administr at ion build ing and resigned Cl, masse
in an ac t o f solida r ity with the sacke d worke rs.

T hey r efu sed to a ccept t he sackings, and
burned 'the dism issal not ices.

O n F riday night , the Sanyo bo sses tried to
fo rce them ou t. T hey cu t off electricity to t he
pr em ises, locked up the wo rk areas, an d lo ck ed
the gates.

Dui: when the gates wen: opened to je t t he
bo sses' cars out , t he workers 'kept them open.
an d placed Cl car st rat egica lly so they cou ld n't be­
shut again.

Now t he wo rk ers are conti nu ing to o ccupy,
using gas lighting, cand les and gas stoves.

Sf''.l.NYO BOSSES 'LIE

Ear lier t his year ther e were ret renchments at
Sanyo . T he wo rk ers ac cepted th em after the
bosses promi sed it would no t happen agai n .

Bob J oy , the manager . vowed that if the re
wer e to be an y more retrenchments , his WIn e
wo uld be to p of the list !

Sanyo has blatantly bro ken t he ir promise
~\Vice since th en and ret renched wo rkers . (Bob
'Joy, o f co urse, remains).

Sany o can 't even 'cry poor' like so many
bos.ses do when t hey sack workers . Everyone
k no ws t hey are a r ich mu ltinatio nal - and t hey
have j ust bough t O \J. t G uthrie s, t heir British
partner in A ustralia. fo r $5 million .

POLICE ACTION?

So fa r Sanyo has not called t he cops in t o
thro w t he workers out. Pro bably because
they want to keep their image dean and avo id
trade union bans.

:-~ ut po lice actio n is becom ing more and more

possible a ll the t ime .
T le Sanyo wo rkers have reso lved to pas sively ,

no n-violentl y resist if police intervene - to make
it clear where any violence comes from. Or
add it ion, iiquor has been banned so that no
possib le oasis fo r f, istortions about t heir behav­
iour ean exisr.)

An organ izing committee is running the
occup at ion, with regular genera! meet ings (eg 3
last F riday) mak ing ull major deci sions.

TIle o cc upation is being run in rel ays of about
50 at Cl t im e, se that work ers can go home
to their families. This is o ne reaso n it hasbeen
vital tc ke ep the gates open ,

The other is food . '~ ':i orkers hav e been collect­
ing fo od from lo cal bake r ies a nd foo d sto re s.

The o ccu pa tio n began as 3 work-in . T he
workers resolved to wo rk no ma t ter how many
we re sacked. an d o cc upy the canteen overnight.
T h is action forced the com pa ny to redu ce
the sack ings fr om 30 to 19.
, Now t he com pany has lo cke d up th e work
areas, ..nd it is unclear whether it will even allow
th e wo rkers to work o ut the last week of their
notice.

HOWvou r:-A N HELP

1. If you hand le Sanyo products or su p plies ­
r ing t he Sauyo workers immed iately and offer
to p lace b lack-ban s. (Ca ll S~D o n 0 60­
243 635 , or if that 's been cut off , ge t the
operator to put yo u thro ugh to Pe ter Bat­
che lor at public te lepho ne 2463 L2 , which is
locate d inside SH nY0 .)

2 .11' you work in the e lect ro nic or TV industry
- offer t o t ake soli darity act ion as soo n as
any move is ma de to evic t t he Sanyo work­
ers .

3 .Send money and m essages o f su pport to t he
Sanyo Workers Dist ress F und , c]- Elect r ica l
Trades Union, 185 I'Iodd lc St, 'U chmo nd ,
Victoria .
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