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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FALELISL ZEN, |
Greetings Comrade:

This is o let you know thar as o
political prisoner [ both support and
emclorse the restarting of the Black
Panther Party Paper. It is needed for
the education and organizing of the
Black Community against the prob-
lems plaguing us as a people.
InshAllah the paper will become &
renlity.

Dare to Struggle Dare o Win
Al Nuh Washington
Political Prizsoner

August 21, 1990
Revolutionary Greetings and
Solidarity:

I am extremely pleased to learn of
this effiort to reintroduce and produce
the Black Panther Black Community
Mews Service publication. With the
remntroduction of the Black Panther
Black Community Mews Service, 1
arm confident of the existence of Po-
litical Prisoners of War in the LS,
will again becorme an important issus
in the oppressed communities, Talso
anticipate the BCNS publication will
forge and despen the level of palitical
conscigusness amongst Black people

om e condition ol their national
QPSS IO,

Therefore, | endorse this endeavor
with the hope the distribution of this
Black Panther publication will resur-
rect the network of support BOMNS-
Bureaus across the country, and
evenually prow into a nationally rec-

ognized Black Community newspa- |

per
Dhare ro Sreugple Dare fo Win
A Jalil Bottom
Endorsed on the 19th
Anmiversary of Comrade
George Jackson's assassination!

August 21, 1990
Greetings:

I rust that you and the “rades there
are doing extremely well, Rec'd yvour

letter requesting that we political |

prisoners and prisoners of war send
letters of endomement in support of
rebuilding the Black Community
Mews Service, | strongly support this
effort and [ will contact other *rades
in my area urging them o send in
similar letters of support and en-
dorsement.

During election time, the people
will know who to vote for, because

o © Jeffrey Blankfon 1968

Editorial Statement, continued from page 1

sousing, miseducation, legalized police ter- | news affecting your community. We olso

o and murder, and systematic and pervasive
nstituticnal meisn designed to destroy our
SOTTUTHERIEY.

In the pase the Black Panther, Black
Community Mews Service was an uncom-
aromizing voics for exposing these attncks
a0 the Afrikan- Amenkickan community and
for advocating an implacable stand 1o re-
dress them.

Our goal is 1o help keep our community
nformed and thinking about the issues
which impact us and strategies nnd tetics
or liberation. We are once again publish-
ng the Block Panther, Black Community
Vews Service, and we are prowd 1o an-
1ounce to yoo that uncompromising voice
s retwrned|

HOW CAN YOLU ASSIST LIST
The Black Panther Newspaper Comanitiee

i ekl L L RS L A

need your financinl contributions 1o help us
publishthe Black Community Mews Service.
Tocontribute articles, donations or o negueest
information on how o become sffilinted with
the Black Panther Newspaper Comanities,
contac the office nearest vou, or the Central
Office, BPNC, PO, Box 519, Berkeley, CA
B4701-051%. Mzke all checks and money
orders payable to“Black Paher Newspaper
Commires,"”

The Black Panther Party Newspaper Com-
mifes is registered 0s a non-profit corpor-
tign with the Califemia Secretary of State. All
donationes contrituded 1o us 1o publish the
Black Panther, Black Community Mews Ser-
vice will be used solely for that purpase. We
will publish a financial staterment in each
issue of the Newspapes!

WHAT IF WE HAVEN'T

FINANCIAL
STATEMENT

August 199M—January 1991

The following 15 & financial state-
ment of donations and grant funds re-

ceived to help publish the Black Panther,
Black Comummity News Service and
expenses paid from those funds, [1does "
not reflect funds received after Jonuary

I, 1991, ‘We cenify that it & true and
comect: BPNC Editore.

II Mebuil (Permits, PO Box Postage) ., 4407
94

REVENLES:

Indiividunl Domations ..., 52043
John Brown Educstion Fund ... 250
1| e L 2533
EXPENSES I
Eegal Riling cooop oo 35

FhotDCODY i, .

e Eormbend

the: party paperwill have covere
issues s they relnte o our int
ind with endorsement from
people’s newspaper, there can b
doubt about whoisind who isnc
candidate. The people’s newsp
will serve 1o inform the comimi
aboutwhit goes onin the cammm
such as the drug infestaion, de
houging, health care, educa
family counseling and the like
canno longer afford, ifweeverc:
w rely on information put o
sources outside of our comomu
Take good care and my comra
grectings to the folks out there.
Sing,

Herman

Bismillah ir Rahman ir Rahi

“Up you mighty Race, youca
what you will” Peace.

It was really heartwarming to
of your efforts 1o rekindle the &
Panther Black Community
Servicethere....

COINTELPRO and apportus
did i real job on the Black com
nity. What one did not do the ¢
munaged to dao in effectively see
that the truth of the plight of the B
masses was nol told. May Allak
most high bless, guide and e
vou all and if at any time can b
somee service in youreffort please
o e,

In struggle and p
Bashir A. Ham

sfn Jimmy York BZAE
Shawangunk Pr

Box

Winllkill, MY, 12

Jan. 5, 19491
To'the BPINC o etenmitnn
¥es, 1 want o become inval
with whatever struggles you
currently involved with-Tama b
woman living in Venice, Califo
and [hiave been stuggling forthe
6 years 1o save our homes hens
police dept. along with the
attomey's office and an abaten
team fromm west side police have
geted our spartment. They (the 5
want our neighborhood, We
beeach community and this comu
nity was predominantly Black
Hispanic when I moved in, Inthe
5 weurs the rich yuppies have bog
up a lot of property and roised
rents beyond the pockets of the
Blacks here-1 live in a governin
subsicized privately owmed apertn
complex. [ now am a target but |
comtinue 1o stand wp formy rights
the right of my people, From L
1988 w June 1990 we had stop
drug traffic i orerowund our baildi
through meeting and trust of
younger Brothers and Sisters
did notunderstand our struggle. F
is miy donaton of 20 o further (1
cause. [will send articles Lhave w
ten and articles on our tenant o
nizaticn sodmn,
Your Sister in Strug
Regina Hyn
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BLACK COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO
JERSEY CITY POLICE RIOT

reprint from Black Community News Service Jersey City NJ. Press Release: Aug 1990

BOYCOTT OF
THE COLGATE-
PALMOLIVE
COMPANY

reprinted from Black Community News Service;
Jersey City, New Jersey

The decision of the Jersey City Municipal Council to give
the Colgate-Palmolive Company a Tax Abatement, is but one
more example of its disgraceful, reactionary, backwards and
racist thoughts and actions. Realizing Colgates’ historical
policy of doing business with the racist illegal government of
South Africa, such actions of J.C’s City Council only serves to
strengthen the system of apartheid. This system continues
daily to oppress, restrict and murder. Colgate and other com-
panies (also city councils who support them) which “shack up”
with apartheid are enemies of all people everywhere who are
against injustice anywhere.

Colgates’ historical policy of
doing business with the racist
illegal government of South
Affrica, such actions of J.C’s City
Council only serves to strengthen
the system of apartheid.

Those who reside in America, who are of African descent

i ihility. 1o suppast by all
means necessary, our brothers and sisters in Azania (South
Africa). They are not asking us for guns or manpower, but just
for the continuation of sanctions to KEEP THE PRESSURE
ON. This call is not made just by the Nelson Mandela’s and the
“militants” but the entire African spectrum, trade unionists,
workers, students, and the masses of people who support
progressive causes.

KEEPTHE PRESSURE ON stores which continue to stock
and sell Colgate products. KEEP THE PRESSURE ON Jersey
City’s Mayor Gerald McCann'’s coalition of council people.
Make them feel uncomfortable about their decision to support
racism.

For further information on other companies such as Na-
tional Westminster Bank which are partners with apartheid,
send a self-addressed stamped envelope to:

BCNS
P.O. Box 16330
Jersey City, New Jersey 07306 m

BLACK COMMUNITY NEWS
Continued on page 4

« Individual $10/yr

«2ublic..The community responded

« Organization $50/yr

PR

On Memorial Day 1990, while the community was winding
down from a day of cook-outs, family gatherings, and folks
just hanging out, masses of youth rose up in rebellion follow-
ing a riot started by the Jersey City Police Department.

The incident started (according to accounts of independent

through grass root organizing.

The coalition also met with Gerald McCann, Mayor (who
is the enemy of the poor, working class and people of color),
and came away with empty promises and no results. In fact,
McCann set up a commission made up of his loyalist on city,

o] 'D

witnesses) over the brutalizing of a youth for drinking beer in
! y by demon-
strating down the street from the West District Police Station.
After the confrontation was over, three New African youth
were arrested and numerous civilians along with a few police
were injured. On Sunday, June 3rd, a meeting was held at the
Metropolitan A.M.E. Church consisting of a panel with repre-
sentatives from All People’s Congress, The Community
Awareness Series, Islamic Community, City-Wide Parents
Council, The NAACP, PUSH, Impact (negro police), Rev.
Maize (pastor of the host church), and the politicians, Assem-
blyman Joe Charles, Freeholder Bill Braker (a cop), and
Councilman Dan Wiley. With a few notable exceptions, the
panel was made up of the traditional peity bourgeois organi-
zations and negro opportunist politicians. Comments from the
panelran the gamut from calling for prosecuting the police and
setting up a Civilian Complaint Review Board to purely
reactionary positions of blaming the victims. There were also
calls for recreational activities, jobs and training for youths.
From the floor some of these comments were echoed, however
the additional comments from the public were, in general,
more progressive than the panel. Ali Lumumba (Black Com-
munity News Service), and Brother David (Nation of Islam)
called for establishing a legal defense committee for those
arrested. There was unity toward developing an ongoing
progressive coalition to address the needs of the community
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county payrolls to investigate the Memorial Day Rebellion.
Alsoin pesponse to the Memorial Day rebellion, an June 13, .

1990, the All People’s Congress organized a march and

motorcade tocity hall against police brutality and racism. Over
300 people gathered on Martin Luther King Drive and Myrtle
Ave., (the heart of the New African Community) and pro-
ceeded along a 3 1/2 mile route to City Hall. With militant
chants and strong discipline, the marchers converged on City
Hall, there John Jones (spokesperson All People's Congress),
put forth before the city council the following list of demands:

1. The prosecutor’s office immediately drop the charges
against the victims of police brutality (those arrested on May
31) and prosecute the police.

2. Form a Community Review Board with powers to
discipline police who use excessive force.

3. Create jobs, recreation and parks for our youth; not
police brutality and jails.

Afier much debate Councilman William O’Dea offered a
resolution asking the prosecutor to drop all charges against the
defendants. The resolution passed with a vote of 6 - 3. The
people wentaway with asymbolic victory, since the resolution
was non-binding. The next day the County Prosecutor,
DePascale (who has been accused of racism by more than one)
reacted to the council’s action in anger stating he would not
drop the charges.

Mr. Charles Stansfield from the State Anomey General’s
office, Division of Civil Rights held a meeting to ascertain
information on police/community relations. Present at the
meeting was Councilman Wiley, John Jones, APC, Ralph Cole
and Elizabeth Crooks of the NAACP, Viola Richardson of
Impact, and Breeze Barrow of BCNS. The NAACP and
Impact took the position that the Memorial Day incident was
simply an isolated occurrence, however, Breeze raised the
historical prospective of police terror enforced on the commu-
nity and sighted examples of police brutality after the Memo-
rial Day Riot. Also John Jones of the APC expressed concem
about the role of police and Mayor McCann’s attitude which
fosters racism in Jersey City. As of this date no public report
has been forwarded by Mr. Stansfield which is not unexpected
since he is a tool of the state.

Asof this date, the issue of the Memorial Day Riot has been
put on the back burner by the bourgeois of the black commu-
nity, but efforts of the new progressive alignment of members
of the Islamic Community, Black Community News Service,
AllPeople’s Congress, and other individuals intend tokeep the
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JERSEY CITY POLITICS, BLACK CRAFTSPEOPLE RALY
BOURGEOIS POLITICIANS TO RESCUE EBONY

MUSEUM

Fourteen months after the Loma Prieta
Earthquake the black community suffered
yet another devastating blow in West Oak-
land, the destruction of the Ebony Museum. In
response to the cold weather, museum cura-
tor, Assatoui Ayola Vemita lit a fire in a
firepiace damaged by the October '89 quake.
Altho inspected, cracks in the fireplace ma-
sonry had not been detected. The ten and one-
half year old Ebony Museum of African Art
and Culture was destroyed as a result.

During the decade the Ebony Museum
served the black community of Oakland,
California it was visited by over 12,000
people. Vemita is one of very few museum
directors toplace African-American contem-
porary art in the continua of African artistic
traditions. Many bay area artists have re-
sponded to the call of the African Universal
Library, an organization which provided
books to prisoners of African descent, and
was housed for many years in the Ebony
Museum, by donating sculpture, prints, books
and ethnic clothing to be sold at auction in a
benefitplanned for Saturday, March 23,1991,
at THE LOFT, 3212 San Pablo Avenue, Oak-
land, CA, from noon "til midnight. Speakers
and entertainment will also be featured at this
event. In addition to sculpture, prints, books
and ethnic clothing, the museum is also
seeking donations of art, African and African-
American artifacts, empherma, periodicals,
jewelry, money and fabric. For more infor-

DRUGS, RACISM AND THE e e

at (415) 832-1648.

DESTRUCTION OF COMMUN ITIES

By Dennis Desmond and Clarence Lusane

The drug problem is a reflection of the == " adwinner,
continuing racial divide in America. W.E.B. :come ad-
DuBois is as prophetic in death as he was in barter sex
life when he stated that ““The problem of the and drug-
twentieth century is the problem of the color ibandoned
line.” in already

Perhaps noepisode demonstrates the racial ened city

edge of the drug war more than the story of
Keith Jackson. When President Bush gave
his drug address in September 1989, he held
up a bag of crack that he stated had been
bought by government agents ina park across
from the White House. His point was that the
drug epidemic is so pervasive that crack can
be bought anywhere, even in front of the
White House.

This was not the whole story. Bush did not
mention that Keith Jackson, the 18-year-old
black youth who sold the crack, had never
heard of the park and had to be given written
directions. Bush also did not mention that
crack nor any other drugs had ever been
bought in the park before until the U.S.
govemment bought them.

He aiso did not mention that this staged
event was so poorly organized that they had
to lure Jackson to the park twice because the

v | BLACK HISTORY
> the drug
e drug MONTH AND
sack door
ok paoor BEYOND
. Plans to The Black Panther Newspaper Commit-
e prisons, tee in conjunction with the Graduate Stu-
litsoncivil | dents of African Descent, the Graduate Stu-
d efforts to dent Assembly and the Law Students of
drug test- African Descent of U.C. Berkeley, will
: the famil- sponsor a two-day forum, entitled “AMER-
acism. IKKKAMAKES WAR ONITS CITIZENS;
lack com- Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War in
“war on the United States” Feb. 28, 1991 and March
raised the 1, 1991.
of war This event is a panel discussion, panelists
'ho? One include formermembers of the Black Panther
ign is the Party nationally, Chicano, Native Ameri-
ureau of | can,PuertoRican political activists and former

first try fell apart when the government agent nnounce- political prisoners and prisoners of war. The
who was filming the transaction was attacked : it plans to first day of panel discussion focuses on the
by a homeless person. ¢ next 15 political climate in which COINTELPRO
Why go through so much trouble and put ous who is (the FBI's Counter Intelligence Program)
out so much disinformation? Why not hold ns-Ameri- was bomn and flourished to the detriment of
up abag of laundered money or a jar of ether? 'opulation. the Black Panther Party, other People of
In the aftermath of Bush’s speech, it was partlyasa Color Liberation organizations and the anti-
important that Keith Jackson become a ration, has warmovements, as well as individual histories
symbol. Jackson became Willie Horton. 5. of political prisoners/POW’s who remain
The scene is from the movie, “The God- > the first | incarcerated two decades later.
father.” It is the late 1940s. The Dons sit m of civil Day two of panel discussion centers on
around the table and debate the morals versus * In Wash- dcvelopmg strategies for the release of politi-
the profits of entering into the drug trade full - istly Black cal prisoners/POW’S and the return of exiles.
scale. A compromise is reached: Organized landlords | Campus and community screenings of three
crime will move into drug trafficking, but were deal- excellent videos which provide background
will only sell to blacks. ere found, information are scheduled to precede the
In real life, this scene was more or less the 1s out that panel discussions during the holiday week-
beginning of the illegal narcotics crisis in it disputes end of Feb. 16-18.
Black America. Prior to the 40s, illegal light For further information and a schedule of
drug use (smoking marijuana) and hard drug video showings, please write: THE BLACK
use (heroin) was restricted to a small segment PANTHER NEWSPAPER COMMITTEE,
of the general societv and of the Afriran. r nfA T ren o os s A cemma manm
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HOMELESSNESS IN OAKLAND IN THE 1990s

by Zenobia Embry-Nimmer

Zenobia Embry-Nimmer, then known as
Kathy Embry, was a community activist who
worked closelywiththe BPP at the 99th Avenue
Headquarters, Central Headquarters when it
was on 85th & E.14th Street, and the Party's
Oakland Community School. Today she con-
tinues to work for the community.

In October, 1966 point number “Four” of
The Black Panther Party Platform and Pro-
gram stated: We want decent housing, fit for
shelter of human beings. It was relevant then,
and is definitely relevant now.

We do not have a
shortage of housing,
but, a shortage of
affordable housing.

There is an estimated minimum of 8,000
homeless people in Alameda County, with
approximately 5,000 of them in QOakland.
According to the Emergency Services Net-
work of Alameda County’s /990 Report on
Homelessness in the City of Oakland, 84.5%
of them are African-Americans and 39% of
them are under the age of 12 years old.
Further, ESN's 1990 Report on Homelessness
in Alameda County identifies 59% of the
homeless county-wide are AfricanAmerican,
an outrageous reality, for we are only 18% of
the total county-wide population!

The Bay Areaisespecially hard hitbecause
| of the cost.of hausin
shortage of housing, but, a shortage of af-
fordable housing. The Center for Budget
Policy Priorities recently released a study, A
Place 10 Call Home, which identified the
typical Oakland renter household had an
annual income of just $13,825, with at least
26% of all renter households paying at least
half of their income on housing. And, there
are at least 27,000 identified as “eligible”
people on the Oakland Housing Authority’s
waiting list for low-income housing.

ing..We do not have a |

Homelessness is the end result of many
things gone wrong - there is no one thing
that causes it and there will be no one thing
that corrects it. While there is no one single
factor causing homelessness, there is one
factor that is a primary cause. Since 1980,
federal low-income housing has been cut by
80% nation-wide. 80%! It’s even more mind-
boggling to consider when you realize that in
the last decade, incomes of the richest 1% of
the U.S. households grew more than 87%,
while incomes of the poorest households
dropped more than 5%. Same old story, the
rich get richer and the poor get poorer.

It used to be the poorest of our poor were
trapped in apartments in the “projects”, but
not today. Rent in run down rat-hole single
occupancy hotel rooms start at $350 a month.
Desperate mothers and fathers crowd their
families in one room in SROs not built to
accommodate the needs of children. Relatives
double-up until the breaking point is reached.
While waiting foraminimum of five yearson
the low-income housing waiting list, today’s
poorest of the poor end up homeless. Today,
in the richest county in the world, men,
women, and children live in bushes, door-
ways, under freeways, and in parks.

Although I know the work of the past
twenty-five years was not in vain, the good
cannot be taken back, I am haunted as I work
throughout Oakland and the rest of this county
and see the faces of homeless people. The
very young, the very old, and yes, those who
are my age. I even see those who were strong
comrades in ourmidst. In the City of Oakland
alone, during one week last February, 1,510
differenthomeless men, women and children
soughtshelter, butthere were only 204 shelter
beds and most of them were already full.

There is nothing on the horizon to suggest
that the federal, state, or any other part of the
government is going torestore housing to our
people, much less address the underlying
cases: racism, sexism, classism, and eco-
nomic rape. It is clear we have only our-
selves to look to; who will take corrective
action if we do not?

Food and shelter are rights, not privileges.
They are the most basic needs of all human

Homless demonstration in Oakland, Calif.

beings. Those of us who can must work with
(not for or down to) our brothers and sisters
who are homeless or at risk of being home-
less and rebuild our community to its ‘natural
state,” one that nurtures, encourages, and
supports its own. *

1_..' ke
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Photo: Scott Brailey

If we fail to act swiftly and effec-
tively now, the ranks of homeless people
will grow and grow until, with great
desperation and nothing to loose, they
revolt, and destroy everything that they
can. How will they view you? m

DRUGS, RACISM AND THE DESTRUCTION OF COMMUNITIES

continued from page 4

By mainly going after street level dealers,
the myth is perpetuated that the majority of
traffickers and users are minority. However,
nationally, it is estimated that whites are 76
percent of all illegal drug users. In New York,
Whites are 47 percent of the clients in state-
funded centers, but less than 10 percent of
those committed to prison. )

The current upsurge in drug trafficking
and abuse in the Black community has mainly
been driven by a complex web of economic
need meeting economic opportunity. Black
males, particularly young ones, have been
trapped in an entrenched cycle of poverty and
unemployment. A 1985 Field Foundation
study asserts that one-half of all Black men
(16-65) are chronically unemployed. Black
youth unemployment has officially hovered
around 35 percent for the last decade, but in
reality is much higher.

Cuts in aid for higher education in the past
10 years blocked one more avenue out of
poverty. At the high school level, the drop out
rate for young Black men is well above S0
percent.

During this period, the coca leaf produc-
tion glutmade cocaine plentiful and therefore
cheaper. Akilogram that sold for $50-60,000,
in 1980 goes for $10-12,000 today. The de-
velopment of crack cocaine, which sells for

s. This accounts t
s are 25 percent ¢
52 percent of a
ack.

sis in the
unity has
by some
warfare”
¢ people.

inority women, :
iized by the ds
a¢, health offici
sers than men.
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Arthur Mom's, 28

' §
Welton Armstead, 17

ARTHUR MORRIS
Assassinated: March, 1968
Comrade Arthur Morris worked
diligently to build the Los Angeles
(Southern CaliforniaChapter) Party

Sidney Miller, 21

structure. The brother of Alprentice

“Bunchy” Carter, who was then the
coordinator of the Southern Cali-
fornia Chapter (Deputy Minister of
Defense), Arthur was shotandkilled

by agents of the U.S. govermment.

Arthur was the first member of our
Party to be killed.

BOBBY JAMES HUTTON
Assassinated: April 6, 1968

Bom on April 25, 1950, “L’il”
Bobby was one of the first members
of the Black Panther Party. He joined
Huey and Bobby at the age of 14,
whenthe Party was founded in 1966.
L’il Bobby struggled toadvance the
early development of the Party’s
daily organizing tasks by serving as
finance coordinator. Bobby went to
many “Free Huey” rallies around
Oakland’s Alameda County
Courthouse as partof his participa-

tioninthe movementtoreleaseour

BPP co-founder Huey P. Newton.
Andhe was one of those arrested on
May 2, 1967, at the infamous Sac-
ramento legislature protest where
Bobby Seale read the Party’s posi-
tion on self defense for oppressed
people (Executive Mandate No. 1)
after shocking the nation by showing
up with Panther troops openly bear-
ing arms.

‘When Bobby James Hutton was
murdered two days after the assas-
sination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
by dozens of Oakland police, he
was blinded by teargas and armed
only with tremendous courage.

STEVEBARTHOLEMEW
Assassinated: August 25, 1968
Riding in a car with Robert
Lawrence and Tommy Lewis, Steve
Bartholemew, 21, noticed that sud-
denly, outof nowhere, aLos Ange-
les police squad car was on their
tail. Since they had been followed

for some time hefore that samedav

FALLEN COMRADES

Towwmy Lewis, [H

Frank Diggs, 40

at a gas station, and the squad car
stopped behind them. As Steve
Bartholemew was getting outof the
car, avolley of police gunfire killed
him instantly.

ROBERTLAWRENCE *~
Assassinated: August 25, 1968
BrotherRobertLawrence, 22, was
killed as he got out of the car to ask
why Steve Bartholemew was shot.
A quick, second wave of police
bullets took his life as unexpectedly
as the shots that claimed the life of
his comrade, Steve. )

TOMMY LEWIS
Assassinated: August 25, 1968

The youngestofthe three, Tommy
Lewis, 18, having seen Steve and
Robert shot in cold blood, was se-
verely wounded as he left the carto
defend his life by firing back at the
police.

Bleeding profusely, yetstill alive,
upon arrival at Los Angeles’ Cen-
tral Receiving Hospital, Tommy
was left unattended for more than
two hours. The autopsy showed
thathe died from peritonitis (severe
intestinal inflammation) caused by
stomach wounds and loss of blood.

NATHANIEL CLARK
Assassinated: September 12,
1969

Nathaniel Clark had been a
member of the Los Angeles Chap-
ter of the Black Panther Party. A
former UCLA student, Nathaniel
heard the words of Bunchy Carter
and John Huggins and heeded their
call. Killed as he slept, Nathaniel
Clark’s life was snuffed out by the
forces of reaction and oppression
which beset our lives and our com-
munities, just as those same forces,
in a different way, killed Bunchy
and John.

WELTONARMSTEAD
Assassinated: October 15, 1968
Welton Armstead. like “T°i)

Robert Lawrence, 22

Alprentice Carter, 26

friend’s backyard as he tried to es-
cape from apolice manhunt. When
‘Welton saw the police converging
on his home he ran to his friend’s
house. When they came there too,
he borrowed his friend’s rifle and
attempted to evade the officers
through the back yard. However,
the net was too tight and Brother
Armstead was cutdown as he tried
to defend himself. The police had
no warrant or cause to arrest or
chase him. The fact that Welton
Armstead was a well-known
member of the Black Panther Party
and athreatthen tothe Seattle power
structure provoked this fatal attack.

Assassinated: November 7, 1968

Twenty-twodays dfter the Seattle
police murdered Welton Armstead,
a racist Seattle businessman mur-
dered another Black Panther Party
member, Sidney Miller, 21. Brother
Miller was shot point blank in the
head as he was leaving a West Se-
attle grocery store. The murderer
said he thought Brother Sidney was
about to rob the store.

FRANKDIGGS
Assassinated: December 30, 1968
The last member of the Black
Panther Party to be killed in 1968
was also the eighth member.
“Franko” Diggs had seen 40 years
of America’s oppression before his
life was taken by the gun of an
unknown reactionary agent. His
body was found in an alley on the
outskirts of Los Angeles, afterhe’d
been missing for a period of time.
The autopsy report revealed Franko
has been shot to death.

ALPRENTICE“BUNCHY”

CARTER

A inated: J ry 17,1969
Alprentice‘‘Bunchy’ Cartercame

from the streets of Los Angeles. He

would tell you that he was “the

Mayor of the Ghetto,” and he be-

came the nrime oroanizer and

John Huggins, 23

the Party outside of the Bay Area.
Before Bunchy organized the
Southern California Chapter in
1968, he had been a member of the
Slausons, one of the largest gangs
inLosAngeles, had spent four years
of his life at Soledad Prison.
Bunchy’slife experiences had tem-
pered him with a rare and unique,
revolutionary determination and
commitment to his people. Bunchy
himself expressed this drive in
words of his own:
*“...foraslave of natural death
who dies can’t balance out to
two dead flies. I'd rather live
without the shame a bullet

lodged within my brain. If I

were not to reach our goal

Let bleeding cancer torment

.my soul.”

Bunchy had a special quality
about him, an understanding that
led him to do what must be done,
and the ability to instill that under-
standing, dignity, and strength in
others. On January 17, 1969,
mindiess followers of Ron Karenga
and his US organization assassi-
nated Bunchy and John Hugginson
the campus of UCLA, while both
were organizing and educating
Black students to the ideas of self-
determination and student control
for eventual community control. (It
was later learned that the FBI's
COINTELPRO had orchestrated
this enmity and applauded the fatal
results.)

ALEXRACKLEY
Assassinated: May 21, 1969

Alex Rackley, a member of the
New York State Chapter, killed in
Connecticut as a result of the para-
noid atmosphere engendered by
COINTELPRO. To this date Bro.
Rackley’s death rernains amatter of
controversy. The editors feel the
loss of this brother keenly.

LARRY ROBERSON

Assassinated: September 4, 1969
Onthe morning of July 14, 1969,

I arrv Roherenn 20 and Gradv
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Walter Pope, 20

erly black men, forcing themtoline
upagainsta wall. Investigating what
the police are doing has always
been a courageous act in the city of
Chicago. This incident proved no
different. An argument arose, and
without hesitation, the police pulled

stomach, thigh and leg. (Grady
Moore escaped injury.) Larry also
managed to wound two of his as-
sailants. Taken to Cook County
Hospital and placed under police
guard, Larry was harassed, threat-
ened, and periodically beaten until
he died, September 4. Larry had
placed himself between the op-
pressor and his people without

“Larry Roberson was too revolu-
tionary proletarian intoxicated to
be astronomically intimidated.” His
words are truly fitting.

WALTER “TOURE”
POPE
Assassinated: October 18, 1969

As soon as Walter ‘““Toure’ Pope
was released from the California
Youth Authority at Tracy, he joined
the Party.

Toure, only 20, was singled out
for special and constant harassment
by Los Angeles police

Hiseffectiveness as Distribution
Manager of the Black Panther
Intercommunal News Service in
Southern California. In three
months, Toure increased our
newspaper’s circulation in South-
em California from 1,500 a week to
over 7,000 a week.

A victim of three false arrests for
suspicion of robbery and two false
arrests for attempted murder,
Toure's life became increasingly
endangered.

On October 18, 1969, Toure was
brutally gunned down by the L.A.
Metro Squad in broad daylight as
he left a store where he had just
dropped off some newspapers. Ac-
cording to eyewitness reports, the
police suddenly came upon him

PNy I K

thought of his own life. Brother
Fred Hampton once remarked that !

b
John Savage, 21

Spurgeon Winters, 19

|

critically‘ wounded Larry in thembm

FALLEN COMRADES

a

RORY HITHE
Assassinated: November 13 1973
Rory Hithe joined the BPP in San
Franciscoin 1969. He was quickly
elevated to the position of Aide to
the Central Committee. InJune 1969
he traveled across the country
falsely captured by police and the
FBIandincarcerated along with 13
other Panthers in the New Haven
case involving the murder of Alex
Rackley. Upon his release from a
Connecticut prison in 1971, he re-
turned to San Francisco where he
got involved in WAPAC. Atone of
their community meetings, Rory
and his sister, Michelle were both
shot. Michelle was wounded and
Rory was killed. At the time of his
death, Rory was a member of the
BLA, and it was probably notcoin-
cidence that he was killed the same
month and year as his comrade-in-
arms, Twymon Myers. His assail-
ant was released from prison in a
matter of days.

ZAYD SHAKUR
Assassinated: May 2, 1973

Zayd Shakur was one of the older
brothers in the Party who helped
organize and lead the New York
Chapter. Another Panther who went
underground with the BLLA, Zayd
was killed in a police attack on the
New Jersey Turnpike, while riding
with comrades Assata Shakur.
Assatasurvived the attack although
wounded, and later escaped from a
New Jersey prison to Cuba. Zayd
had a long history of dedicated
struggle in the Black Liberation
Movement which suffered a tre-
mendous loss when he was

martyred.

ROBERT WEBB
Assassinated: March 8, 1971
Robert Webb joined the BPP in
San Francisco. He and his family
lived in Hunters Point, a Black
community under siege in the Six-
ties. Robert had been to Vietnam
where he had acquired consider-

Fred Hampton, 21

s. Hewas

Larry Roberson, 20

Mark Clark, 22

He was sent to New York’s Brook-
lyn Chapter and subsequently to
New Haven where he worked
around the Seale/Huggins trial.
Robert was almost constantly ha-
rassed by police who knew his mili-
tary history. Shortly after the ““split,”
Robert like Fred Benpettbecame a
victim of the FBI-orchestrated
fratricide whenhe was shottodeath
on the Streets of Harlem, NY. He
was 22 years old.

SPURGEON WINTERS
Assassinated: November 13, 1969
Spurgeon “Jake” Winters was an
honorstudentinschool, and having
developed an undérstanding of
world affairs, became arevolution-
ist. He worked on the Chicago
Chapter’s Free Breakfast Program,
Free Health Clinic, and was part of
the Education Cadre. He waskilled
when 100 policemen opened fire
on him and Brother Lance Bell,
who was wounded. Three police-
men werekilled and seven wounded
in the attack on the deserted build-
ing where the two took refuge. Jake
was 19 when his life was taken.

MARK CLARK
A inated: December4, 1969
Mark Clark was a Defense Cap-
tain for the Peoria, Illinois Branch
of the BPP. He made frequent trips
to Chicago to confer with the lead-
ership of the Party’s Chapter there
in order to help him organize in
downstate Peoria. Mark made one
such trip to Chicago in December,
’69, and stayed, along with several
other members of the Party, at Fred
Hampton’s apartment. Chicago
police raided Fred’s apartment on
the morning of December 4; Clark
was shot through his heart when
police crashed into the apartment
firing. Fred Hampton was also
killed, and several other occupants
were wounded. Mark was 22 years
old.

FRED HAMPTON

February, 191 7

Nathanal Clark, 19

Sierling Jones, 1T

annalsof people s struggle because
he was one of Black History 's most
dynamic leaders. A young, oulspo-
kencritic of America’s reatment of
Black and poor people, Fred's
dedicatiiin o the cause of freedom
led him mcd others o organtres the
BPP’s Chicago Chaprer, He soon
captured naticnal antention with his
incredible arganizational and
speaking abilities that quickly mao-
bilized - hicago™s huge Black com-
munity. Political persecution of Fred

Hampton included mumerous false
arrests and o 5G9 conviction for a
$70 ice-cream-truck robbery, He
was released from prison o shorn
time later die o enormIeHLS COmImil-

nity pressure. Such persccution
culminated on December 4 at 4;00
a.m., witha premeditated, predawn
raid by Chicago police, who broke
into his apariment and shot him ns
he slept (having been drugged the

previcus night by an infiltred
agent). Fred was only 21 years old.
Although the Block commmunity lost
a beautiful warrior for human -
nity, as Fred often said, *You can
kill a revolutionary, but you can't

kill the revalution,™

Today. the Chicago™s City Coun-
cil is debating a proposal po homnor
Fred Hampton with a special holi
day.

STERLING JONES

Assassinated: Decembaer 25, 19659
Brothers Fred Hamypsion and MMark

Clark were only daysin their groves

whenthe Chicagopolice struck gain
On Christmas Dy, Sterling Jones,
17, a member ol the Chicago

Chapt-r, responded (o a knock st
his family's apartment door As
Sterlir 2 opened the door, he was
shot directly in the fuce by an un-
known assailant. The bullet killed
Sterlirg. and his murderer fled into

the ni&h'l. - l

_ Fallen Comrades will be an vagong fea
ture of the Black Punther Mewspaper. Duc
10 limiseil e avl e s sosomilas oo
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Huey’s Funeral

WHY I MOURNED THE
DEATH OF
HUEY P. NEWTON

By Kiilu Nyasha (Pat Gallyot, New Haven Chapter)

1

When 1 first heard the news of Huey
Newton’s death, I thought of Maicolm X’s
statement following the death of John F.
Kennedy, when he referred to it as a case of
“the chickens coming home to roost.” I shed
notearsinitially and remained as cool as if I'd
just heard the news of some stranger’s death.
Then, a day or two later, I found myself
crying in the middle of the night upon waking
up froma vivid dreamof Huey in Connecticut
in 1970. Still, I couldn’t believe I was really
grieving for Huey — but there I was feeling
the pain of loss in spite of myself.

You see, I'd fallen out with Huey nearly 20
years prior —before Huey left New Havenin
the Winter of 1971. Weeks later, the Party
splitintotwo factions (See Nuh Washington’s
article on P. 22), and I became one of Huey’s
harshest critics, siding with the radical left
and the BLA in opposition to Huey's “back to
the church,” and “back to capitalism”
movement.

Before he was shot on August 22, 1989,
ironically,, Just one day and 18 years after the
murder of Panther leader George Jackson, no
one could have told me that I would mourn
for Huey P. Newton. Yet I felt compelled to
attend his funeral; and as he lay there before
me, still and lifeless, 1 flashed back on the
Huey I first met in Connecticut about twenty
'years ago.

I recall being taken aback by Huey's mild,
soft-spoken manner and shyness that seemed
so incongruous with the gun-toting macho
image of the media. In reality, there was an
irresistible sweetness about him.

However, on this second visit, I couldn’t
help noticing a distinct change in Huey’s
manner and personality. Irecall being puzzied
as to why he was so nervous and jumpy, often
springing to his feet and pacing the floor,
agitated and given to sharp retorts in reaction

RON DELLUMS
AT NEWTON'S
FUNERAL

(Editor’s note: The members of the Black
Panther Party played an important part in
getting Representative Dellums elected to
Congress in 19— Throughout the campaign,
BPP members canvassed the minority neigh-
borhoods of Oakland and Berkeley register-
ing voters and asking people to support and
vote for Ron.)

Tjust briefly wantto say that, remember, in
1966, Huey Newton and Bobby Seale and
others tried to remind Americaof its violence,
the violence of war, the violence of police
brutality, the violence of poverty, racism,
sexism, chauvinism, and all forms of op-
pression. ... Andit’s ironic, tragically ironic,

thot tha vrarm: cama ctraate that Lheasr tmtad ¢~

to questions or criticisms on Party affairs. In
retrospect, I can only guess that Huey’s
chemical dependency had already begun,
although | have no way of knowing for sure.
But according to geronimo ji Jaga (Pratt),
former Deputy Minister of Defense, who was
in San Quentin when Huey was briefly in-
carcerated there last year, Huey explained
how upon his release in August, 1970, he was
showered with everything imaginable for his
comfort and pleasure including drugs and
Hollywood starlets—and confessed he found
it all to much to resist. The two former
comrades-in-arms and subsequent “enemies”
also discussed the incredibie havoc wreaked
by the FBI's COINTELPRO, particularly its
tactics of creating divisions between Party
members and targeting individuals for
“neutralization.” In fact, since the 1973
Freedom of Information Act— it was leamed
that COINTELPRO was up toits usual “dirty
tricks™ when it concocted a split between
Geronimo and Huey. Note the following FBI
memo dated January 20, 1971, from the FBI
Director, J. Edgar Hoover, approving a pro-
posal to mail a forged letter to Eldridge
Cleaver in Algeria from Connie Matthews
(Huey’s secretary) to cause “turmoil among
top echelon” and cast suspicion on Pratt’s
Party Loyalty:

“...You may know the story about G and
his gang. I believe that people like G have
many sympathizers who are not yet under
suspicion but who should be....I do not like
the evidence of disloyalty I see... One of the
two steps must be taken soon and both are
drastic... I fear the only sensible course that
the Party can take is to initiate strong and
complete action against rebels, exposing their
underhanded tricks to the communities.”

Hoover approved this proposed letter with
the following stipulation: “You must ensure
that the mailing cannot be traced to the Bu-
reau...”

Another memo took credit for Geronimo’s
subsequent expulsion from the BPP: “The
presentchaotic situation within the BPP must
beexploited, and recipients [of FBI directives]
must maintain the present chaotic situation
within the BPP must be exploited, and re-
cipients [of FBI directives] must maintain the
present high level of counterintelligence ac-
tivity... to further aggravate the dissension
within the BPP leadership and to fan the
apparent distress by Newton of anyone who
questions his wishes.

“Huey P. Newton has recently exhibited
paranoid-like reactions to anyone who
questions his orders, policies, action or oth-
erwise displeases him. His Hitler-like hys-
terical reaction which has very likely been
aggravated by our presentcounterintelligence
activity, has resulted in a number of suspen-
sions of loyal BPP members. It appears that
Newton may be on the brink of mental col-
lapse, and we must intensify our counterin-
telligence.”

Clearly, the FBI's COINTELPRO had
targeted Huey as their number one public
enemy, resorting to any and all means to
“neutralize” him.

Since Huey's funeral and serious thought,
I've come to the conclusion that we Panthers
and Panther supporters (those who were
serving the people not the FBI) must all share
in the responsibility for Huey’s ultimate de-
mise. Had we diligently practiced our motto,
“All for one and one for all, ** we would have
used the power of our collective love to keep
him healthy and strong; we would have pro-
vided him with better protection from his
enemies (especially the sugar-coated bul-
lets), constructively criticized him when he
needed it, offered praise only when war-
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REMEMBERING HUEY

The author is a former Party

b

There it happened, oo August 22, 1985, at
ehoul 5.3 1n the moming, in West Oakland,
Califarmia,

‘There il happened. in the same poor neighbor-
hoscsd where, 23 yeans earlier, the wombaof Babylon
upened up, spewing forth a revolutionary phe-
nomenon called “The Black Poanther Party for
Seli-Delense.”

There it happened, on tis quist moming,
gunshods shanered the peacedil air ard the Deah
Merchnng claimed the bz of ore ol the bdddest
revilitionanes m Amenican-Bahykoman history,

Prooanced dead ag 6:12 nm. af the Highlord
Hospital, was one, “"HUEY F. NEWTONT co-
foumider and dynamic leader of the Bleck Panther
Phenomenon.

THE FACTS:

Police gel repets (o b'_'.lr_h|'v:||$ a1 approxi-
mlely 5:29 am. Al the scene, Huey was found
lying oa has back ima [0 foot Jeng pool of blood.
He had mmltiple gunshet woands, 21 least ooe o
the head.

Suspect: A “Tyrone Hobinson™, 25, off Oak-
larel, Sespected drug dealer, suspecied member

| of the "Black Guemilla Family”. claimed it was

sell-defense. Police speculate that it was on m-
tempt b make a name Tor himself in ihe B.GE

Those are the facts as far as we bear, and 1
stress af we fear] Who knows. Huey's dead,
thas"s fior sure. The why's. [don't know i s really
that imporiard. The young blood may well have
aoied in seli-defense over o dnug transaction gone
bad. O, asthe police chaam, it may well have been
& rep bacsler for an asparing young puasher, os in,
SMam, 1 offed Huey Newzon, 1'm a bad mutha-
fucka!™

Former Panther,
Mumia Abu-Jlamal,
now on death row in
Pennsylvania, wrifes

on Huey: “At his best,
he was a youth of rare
brilliance, who molded
mass militancy into a
national Black
political movement
that marked an age.”

A we all should remembern, the BGF was
George Jacksen's revolusionasy peisen baby, But
al some peand arenirud the maud-T0s [ helgeve, the
BOF, a8 the embryonic revolutionary commune,
ncpording o George's vision, devolved imio ille-
pilimiate capitalism, whobssabe and reail. And
Huey wasn’t iheir ondy victime They may ala
have been the wgger finger behind the aosassima-
tioa of somey Fay Stender, and former George
s associates Feeta Drumgo and Ear Satcher
(nls0 a former leader of the LA Black Panther
chapier). This time it was Huey, for whatever
reaso.

It's not surprising at all that Huey's death
couses] cerain emotions 1o stir in us. The feelings
spanned 1he broad spectnam from honest griefd
and sormoe 1o elation. Fommer Panthers 'm lalk-
ing about. Bul, regardless of how we might feel
about Huey the Panther eader, | hope that we can
still be phjective and honest enough 10 appreciate
Huey the Historical figure, the hisiorical signifi-
cance or xymbol that he represented o g specific
time and place in Babylonka kistory, and how 1l
symbal impacied oo our personal and palatocal
Lives,

who has req d anonymity

ship, of which Huey was af the helm. We raied
drap and alcohof abuse charges then) We charged
Huey with abase then! Whio lisiened? Yer, with ull
(bt nned besides the (31 that we, now, i1 "RY, can
say that we were rght all along s unfolding
evenls showed, THE HISTORICAL SIGNIF

CANCE OF AND SYMBOLIZED IN, A HUEY
P, NEWTON 15 A FACT, ONE THAT M-
PACTED ON LS ALL, AND ONE TO BE AC-
FIWOW LEDMGED.

Fommer Panther, Mumia Abu-lamal, now on
death row in the staee of Penmsylvania, writed in
necedil Mew Yook bawed news weekly The Black
American, on Huey:

AT s best, be was a youth of e brilliance,
wiis molied mess militancy intoa razional Black
palitical movement that maroed an zge.”

Bobby Seale, who co-fownded the Pamy wizh
Huey says:

"It's & profiand mece of hestory he and |
Iepaesei.”

Hev, Cecil Willimms, Pastor of the Glide Me-
miwzal United Methodist Charch, in San Frn-
Cison wyE

“This is symbolic of Hoeey Mewion, He fed
people from the streer. He staned the free break.
[ust for kids, He placed great emphasts on fesding
folks and educating folks, especially Black
people.”

LS. Representative Fon Dellums, a bong time
suparier of the Pancher programs says:

“The Black Paniher Pamy thar be helped w
[evand and which he kad for so many years repre-
sented @ significan scae in the development of
themovement for Black political empowenmenl...”

Activist ardd (emanist Angela Davis, whever
we may Teel about ber personally or politically,
still puts out sharp anslysis and clear pesspective,
O Huey, she says:

. be hiad ot b a vision of new forms of
progest and new foems of movement for the Black
community in the late pai his death would pot be
signaficam todsy. So, [ think the posture 1o nssume
is 10 pay tribute 8o him for the role that he played
In ushering i a new em of the Black Liberation
Muovenent in the laos '60s." Angels wend on to
say:

I will rernernbeer ham for whas e did for Blsck
people. 1"'m not concerned shout bow be died and
wharthe ciremstances, s muchas | am concemesd
about fiks reaning, his meaning for history of the
yuest for Black equmlity and that can never be
denied. "

Yious see, this s where [ think we need to be in
ncoepting, understanding and meclaimimg Huey B
Newion, which is the same thing as syving tat we
need 10 “reclaim” o past of i, o significant pich
i the qualt of our lives. Especially those of us who
had the cournge “way-back-when" 1o cnbicize
and finally dissssociate oursetves from his lead-
ershzp. It 15 an important reclamation demonsarat-
g cme's hanesty or imegnty. Mow, [don"t doubs
that thai's hard or maybe even impossible for
some of us 10 div. To ever do, but it's befoe um,
uravoidally.

Personal imegriy o personal resobuton fmm
the i andd scars of perceived wiong-doings of
& seernangly unnepentant, once boved leader —
that™s the challenge, isn'L it} Yet, it's definisly a
guite personal thing om haw each of us chooses
denl with and [ have keamed to accept the things
1 canmat change, and sniudes are definiiely af
that categary.

For the most pant, those who are closest @
Huey have sdmitied, pablichy, what we ve knawn
ar assumed pevvatedy, for years about his drug and
alcobiod sbuse. His brother Melvin ond his wile
admisted, This & good, this 1 honest. And as you
kpow, Kathleen [Cheaver] don't bite her toague,
She siys:

“he was & very roubled person Wi wias neg
able to over come his problems with dnigs and
glcohol.”

Then Charles Garry, Huey's long time attar-
ncy, ackdy this aboul the man and his deash:

“I expecied it The |FBI) killed the Black
Panther Party, and they made him 5o parsnoid that
it's 0 wonder he was able 1o be alive. As feras'm
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AFRIKAN AMERIKAN STAKE IN A MIDEAST WAR

Landon R. Williams

Landon R. Williams was a member of the
BPP Central Committee, and is on the Black
Panther Newspaper Committee Editorial
Team. Here he presents his thoughts on the
Mid East war.

IN THE EARLY MORNING HOURS
OF JANUARY 16, 1991, the government of
the United States of Amerikkka used stealth
bombers, cruise missiles, laser guided bombs,
and other high technology weapons to launch
a sudden and massive attack on Iraq. When
the U.S. attacked Iraq, it marked the fifth time
inrecent years that the industrial democracies
have used high tech weapons developed to
combat the specter of Russian communism to
viciously attack third world people of color:
The racist Amerikkkan government invaded
Grenada to “rescue” Amerikkkan college
students; destroyed the presidential Palace in
Tripoli, Libya in an attempted assassination
of General Kadafi; and invaded Panama to
capture Oliver North’s and George Bush’s
drug running partner, General Noriega. The
British, trying to hoid on to one of the last
vestiges of its colonial empire, used its high
technology arsenal to attack the Argentine
forces in the “Falkland Islands™ with U.S.
tactical and logistical support. While the
suddenness and the ferocity of the U.S. attack
caught many by surprise, it is no surprise to
those who follow and understand the racist
nature of Amerikkkan and European history,
that these weapons of mass terror have never
been fired in anger except at people of color.

Within the next few hours, the United
States and its allies flew literally thousands of
air sorties (missions) against targets inside
Iraq and Kuwait. The planes dropped thou-

Elementary School children in Berkeley, Calif. protest the war.

and children. Vivid video tape recordings and

live pictures of the devastation caused by the

initial raids were shot by the CNN news crew
stillinside Baghdad. The videos were beamed
live via satellite from Baghdad direct into
homes across Amerikkka and the world. The
scenes which filled TV screens unendingly
across Amerikkka showed bombs exploding
in the air and on the ground with smoke and
fire everywhere. Through the medium of
television, the carnage of the war was steril-
ized and the television scenes became remi-
niscent of the savage devastating attacks by
the Empire against the rebels in the Star Wars
trilogy - only here, the blood is real; men,
women and children, not actors, were really
dying.

In the days and now weeks following the
initial attacks, the Amerikkkan public and
Afrikan Amerikan community have been
subjected to an aliost endless display of

sands of tons-of bombs on Arab

video graphics on the g news and in

REMEMBERING HUEY

continued from previous page

concerned, Huey died over 10 years ago, and he’s
just as dead today.”

" It's important to be real, honest, truthful. The
historic symbol of a Huey P. must not be denied,
nor must we deny or hide the fact of a “human”
Huey who had to deal with this crazy world. And,
in a humbling gesture, let me say this: “*As of this
moment, some of us still ain’t handling the busi-
ness of living, of surviving well. Former Pan-
thers, some of us are long time surviving well.
Former Panthers, some of us are long time alco-
holics, drug addicts camouflaging as recreational
users, and some of us are “crack heads”. This is to
say that were all human, and that we respond or
react to oppression in different decision-making
ways.

Sometimes we're weak, sometimes we fail,
sometimes we succeed. That at some point in
space and time Huey gave in, got weak, failed and
made a conscious decision to escape the misery
and pain by abusing alcohol and cocaine and
crack, is a human experience we all know and
have known personally at some level. Falling
short of the mark... no one ever has who is
reading this??? Understanding, compassion, in-
trospection, resolution. It doesn’t mean we have
to forget a damn thing, but to accept that it
identifies, at some level, all of us, is important.

SoHuey is all of us! And that s the truth. He was
different maybe, in degree, in that he was “The
Leader”. We should realize now that no one is
carrying aheavier weight than the “Leader”, There
is a tremendous sense of pressure. The pressure,
constant and urgent, to perform. Knowing that one
is now projected onto the turbulent, violent state of
Revolution, a role model for literally millions at
home and abroad, challenging the very citade! of
the pigocracy and its right to exist, being shot,
imprisoned, witnessing the assassination of com-
rade after comrade, the imprisonment of comrade
aftcr commde yet a man-child sull uymg to lead

OF US. And he, like us, did the best he could with
what he understood about the “Revolution” and
“counter-revolution” and about himself.

Again, his story is, largely, the story of us al}
because, largely, except for a few, we all gave up,
gave in and just went back to basic survival,
jungle survival, plantation survival, etc. There
are, indeed, lessons prompted by the murder of
Huey. We need to identify with the Huey in any
human being, meaning the possibility of falling
short of the mark, of giving up, and of struggling
to overcome.

What might be most thought provoking for us
former Panthers, because we share it, is what City
Sun reporter Frank Harris I wrote about Huey in
the August 30-Sept. 5, 1989 issue, “He lived
beyond his movement.”

It happened just before the tum of the century
when the British colonial forces had finally de-
feated the Ashanti nation. They made the
Ashantihene and Queen prostrate themselves as
their people were forced to witness this humilia-
tion. It happened again with Marcus Garvey after
his frameup and deportation. Itis still happening to
we who are Panther survivors. Do you under-
stand? Like post-Vietnam war/soldier syndromes.
Huey is all of us. How do we or will we deal with
it, this living or surviving beyond our Panther
movement, our '60’s movement, and with having
been on display BY THE VICTORS as the losers?

i said before that I'd chosen the side of those
Panthers who criticized and disassociated from
Huey and the West coast based leadership. Some
righteous Panthers died needlessly in that fac-
tional war. Needlessly, I say. Yet, it happened.

But, in spite of it all,  reclaim Huey P. Newton,
as several years ago (!) I reclaimed Comrade Sam
Napier, for Huey! the Panther symbol, is RIGHT
ON, FOREVERMORE!! This I feel and hold to
in all honesty. And we who still live beyond the
movement we gave spunk and power to, what
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“specials” which reminds one of a visitto a
video arcade. Night after night, generals in
freshly starched uniforms hold press brief-
ings showing ““smart bombs” and cruise mis-
siles finding targets and exploding into what
are described as military significant targets as
the press applauds. The parade of generals,
and applause for the war, however, have not
been without dissent. Gigantic peace demon-
strations began before the first bomb ex-
ploded and continue to take place across the
land. As the assault continues with out letup
and the Generals prepare for a bloody ground
war, Amerikans are drawing upsides and
trying to decide if they should support or
oppose the war. For some the rallying cry is
*“No War for Big Oil”. In the Afrikan Ameri-
can community the rallying cry must be “Not
With Our Sons and Daughters!” For the
Afrikan Amerikan community has an awful
lot to lose as the war continues. It is the duty
etall of uste infaom the debate and. farce the
issue. The Afrikan Amerikan community must
ask itself, what’s at stake in this war. Who are
the winners who have the most to gain. And,
more importantly to us, who are the losers
and what will they lose.

War is uncertain and the MidEast war is no
exception. One thing however is certain no
matter how the war goes. In any war that is
fought, we Afrikan Amerikans will fall in
numbers greater than our proportion in the
general population. The lesson of Vietham is
that Afrikan Amerikans ate not only dispro-
portionately represented in the armed ser-
vices, but that they are also concentrated
more heavily in the combat arms, that is front
line troops. In almost every battle, we are at
greater risk. The same is true for other ethnic
minority soldiers. The old saying goes “if
you're Black, get

was taken in 1759, by the Ottoman Turks,
who were allies of the British. The royal
family suspended its constitution and abol-
ished its parliament in 1986, and has sup-
pressedits democratic movements since then.

And 0il? If Kuwaiti oil is so important,
why aren’t the Japanese who get 75% of their
oil from the MidEast fighting on the front
lines?

In his message to the nation Bush justified
the attack on lraq, by stating that the New
‘World Order cannot afford to reward aggres-
sion. Yet Bush stands firmly by Israel which
invaded and has occupied Arab land on the
West Bank of the Jordan River (Jordan), the
Golan Heights (Syria), and the Gaza Strip
(Egypt) for over twenty years. Daily, Isracl
expels the Arab inhabitants. Not only does
Bush stand by a country which has been
condemned by the United Nations for bru-
tally suppressing the rights of the Palestin-
ians living there; his administration uses
Amerikkkan tax dollars to build housing for
the Israelis on occupied land. If invading and
occupying another country is so bad, then the
U.S. anditsallies should mostcertainly should
have first attacked Israel. But we know it will
not happen. Perhaps it is because the invad-
ing and occupying country is European and
the countries being occupied are people of
color. Israel is being rewarded with money,
amms, and other support paid for by U.S.
taxpayers. Isracl also wins from the war by
having one less powerful Arab country to
face, less economic competition, and in-
creased U.S. and European aid.

As the war in the MidEast goes on, Afrikan
Amerikan sons and daughters, husbands, wives
and friends will be wounded, killed, and in-
capacitated. Losing them will rob our com-
munity of their love, their vision, and the future
they might have created. Our community will
also lose as precious material resources are
drained away from needed domestic programs
like affordable housing, schools, healthcare,
and other domestic needs to feed an ever
hungry war industry. When will the inner cities
be revitalized? What are the damn priorities? A
house can be built for less than $100,000 but
we are told there is no money. Yet there is no
shortage of money to buy Patriot missiles,
planes and bullets. Each Patriot missile which
isfired costsover $1 million. A Bradley armored
vehicle costs several million more and gets less
than 1 mile to the gallon of fuel. It all adds up
and our community pays the bill. Estimated to
be over one billion per day. The Afrikan
Amerikan community gains nothing from an
arms build up. Few if any businesses which get
the enormous warrelated munitions, materials,

Back!”. In the
Amerikkkan army
the saying has been
changed to, “if
you're Black, go to
the Front ... and walk
point!”

Our community
willlose many of our
brightest and brav-
est members fight-
ingnottoupholdand
spread democracy
and freedom, but in-
stead to restore a
despotic monarchy.
A monarchy com-
plete with harems,

eunuches, slaves,
and a complete lack of rights for women and
Biack people. In Saudi Arabia women are not
allowed to even drive automobiles. One of
the royal princesses was publicly stoned to
death for having an affair. A husband has the
RIGHT to do literally anything to his wife or
wives if it upholds his “manhood”. Afrikan
Amerikans will be fighting and dying to
restore a society dominated by a few rich
families who control their country's wealth.
‘We must ask ourselves the question, *'is there




By Kit Kim Holder (Harlem Branch)

With the death of Huey P. Newton, there
has been arenewed interest in the activities of
the Black Panther Party (BPP). In order to
understand how and why Newton died, one
must examine the conditions which the BPP
struggled against and which still afflict our
people today.

Many people have been devastated by the
circumstances of Newton’s death. Some have
even uncritically placed complete blame on
the government. While the government has
used force and fraud to combat almost every
progressive movement and individual fight-
ing for Afrikan-American liberation, it would
be a mistake to automatically pinpoint the
government as being responsible in this case.
Under the pretense of the FBI-led, secret
Counter Inteliigence Program (COINTEL-
PRO) against the Afrikan-American libera-
tion movement, the BPP and Newton in
particular were targeted for a massive, ille-

gal, and often deadly campaign of destruc-
ton.

It must be pointed out that during the late
1960s and early 1970s, Newton and the BPP
were the main targets of every domestic
intelligence and law enforcement agency in
the United States. The years of dirty tricks,
arrests, shootouts, prison terms, etc., did take
their toll on Dr. Newton.

It was the chant of “Free Huey” that swept
across this country in the late 1960s The Party
used Huey’s incarceration as a major rallying
point of the Afrikan—American liberation
movement of that era. It created an image of
Newton as the baddest revolutionary in his-
tory. Party members quoted Newton constantly,
often as if he could say no wrong. Newton's
picture appeared on the front page of every
issue of the Panthers’ newspaper, and he was
heralded as THE great revolutionary leader.

These tactics proved useful in attracting
people to the Party. Thousands and thou-
sands of people throughout the world rallied
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in support for Newton and the BPP. And the
Free-Huey Movement ultimately proved
successful when in August, 1970, Newton
was released from jail.

By the time of Newton's release, the BPP
had long been transformed from a “Free
Huey” organization into a political party with
extensive community programs — from
community self-defense to free health clinics
and food programs that served thousands of
people on a daily basis. For many Panthers,
the focus of the revolution was not Newton,
but the people — especially the Afrikan-
American community. The long efforts and
focus on Newton and his release, however,
were hard to change. The same actions which
worked to build the Party subsequently in-
hibited its development.

The realization that Newton was no super-
revolutionary is one that many Panthers came
to over 16 years ago. In fact, many ex-
Panthers say that newton left the revolution a
long time ago, and that the manner of his
death was tragic but not surprising. Further-
more, through their struggle and interaction
over 20-plus years, they have come to under-
stand that projecting the people s power onto

one individual is counterproductive o the '

ideas and actions of the struggle.

What is of concern is that with the passing
of Huey, many will dismiss the great contri-
butions that the BPP made to the struggle for
Afrikan-American liberation. Theideasof the
BPP did not die with Huey on that Oakland
street last August because the ideas of the Party
were never the sole possession of Newton.

The lesson of Newton's death is twofold:
First, the Afrikan-American community is
involved in a war of destruction, and the
principle tool at the moment happens to be

. crack cocaine. Drugs arqdestroying our youth

and our communities as they took the life of
Huey P. Newton and have Tyrone Robinson
(Newton’s 25-year-old accused Killer) fac-
inglifeinprison. There gotwostrong, Afrikan-
American brothers whose lives have been
taken from us because drugs are brought
whose lives have been taken from us because
drugs are brought into our communities and
we can do nothing to stop them.

The second lesson of Newton’s life and
death is that Afrikan-Americans must stop
looking for a messiah who is going to lead us
to the promised land. As the poet and musi-
cian, Gil Scot Heron, once reminded us,
*“There ain’t no such thing as a superman.”
We as Black people must realize that one man
orone woman is and always will be unable to
lead us. We must realize that leadership will
only come from the hard work and struggle of
thousands of so-calledordinary people. There
are no secrets to our freedom; so we had
better wake up and understand that it is we
who will change our conditions.

The only thing that separated Newton and
the Panthers from anyone else was the fact
that they were willing to take the first step, to
be up front. They dared to struggle and *‘Seize
the Time.”

It is not from a sense of nostalgia that we
shouldmoumor rernember Newton's death and
the Black Panther Party. Rather, we must ana-
lyze the work of the BPP within the context of
searching for solutions to conterporary prob-
lems. The questions of today should not be
focused on Newton, the man, but rather on the
Party.

Editor’s Note: Kit Kim Holder, a former
Black Panther, is a Ph.D. candidate from the
School of Education University of Massa-
chusetts, Amherst. " @, |

“A MESSAGE TO MY SISTERS” FROM ASSATA SHAKUR

(we reprmt this message from Assata be-
cause it is just as relevant today as it was 10
years ago (1980). We hope to have more
words and pictures from our comrade-sister
very soon.)

At this time I'd like to say a few words
especially to my sisters: Sisters, Black
people will never be free unless Black
women participate in every aspect of our
struggle, on every level of our struggle, I
think that Black women, more than anybody
on the face of this earth, recognize the ur-
gency of our situation. Because it is We who
come face to face daily with the institutions
of our oppression. And because it is We who
have borne the major responsibility of raising
our children. And it is We, who have to deal
with the welfare systems that do not care
about our welfare or the welfare of our chil-
dren. And it is We who have to deal with the
school systems that do not educate our chil-
dren. Itis We who have to deal with the racist
teachers who teach our children to hate
themselves. Itis we whohave seen the terrible
effect of racism on our children.

1 just want to take a
moment out to express
my love to all of you
who risk your lives
daily struggling out
here on the front lines

We who have watched our young grow
100 old, too soon. We who have watched our
children come home angry and frustrated and

Assata Shakur in Cuba

have seen the sick, trapped look on the faces
of our children when they come to fully
realize what it means to be Black in Ameri-
kkka. And we know what deprivation is.
How many times have We run out of bus fare,
rent money, food money and how many
times have our children gone to school in
hand-me-downs, with holes in their shoes.
We know what a hell-hole Amerikkka is.

We’re afraid to let our children go out to
play. We’re afraid to walk the streets at night.
We sisters, We have seen our young, the
babies that We brought into this world with
such great hopes for, We have seen their
bodies bloated and aching from drugs, scarred
and deformed by bullet holes.

We know what oppression is. We have
been abused in every way imaginable. We
have been abused economically, politically.
We havc been abused physically, and We
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on this land/planet. Afrikan women were
strong and courageous warriors long before
We came to this country in chains. And here
in Amerikkka, our sisters have always been

. on the front lines. Sister Harriet Tubman led

the underground railroad. And sisters like
Rosa Parks, Fannie Lou Hamer, Sandra Pratt,
and Queen Mother Moore have carried it on.
Sisters, We have been the backbone of our
communities, and We will be the backbone of
ournation. We have got to build strong family
units, based on love and struggle. We don’t
have no time to play around.

A revolutionary woman can’t have no
reactionary man. If he’s not about libera-
tion, if he’s not about struggle, if he ain’t
about building a strong Black family, if he
ain’t about building a strong Black nation
then he ain’t about nothing. We know how to
struggle. We know how tostruggle and finagle
tosurvive. We know what itmeans, sisters, to
struggle tooth and nail. We know what it
means to struggle with love. We know what
unity is. We know what sisterhood is. We
have always been kind to each other, brought
each other hot soup and biscuits. We have
always helped each other through the hard
times. Sisters, We must celebrate Afrikan
womanhood. We don’t want to be like Miss
Ann. She cankeepherfalse eyelashes andher
false, despoiled image of womanhood. She
can keep her mink stole and her French
provincial furniture. We will define for our-
selves what womanhood is. And We will
create our own style and our own ways of
dress. We can’t have no white man in France
telling Afrikan women what to look like. We
will create our own New Afrikan way of
living. We will create our own way of being
and living our own New Afrikan culture,
taking the best of the oid and mixing it with
the new.

Sisters, We have got to take control of
our lives and our future wherever We are,
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We've got to take responsibility for educat-
ing our children. We can’t leave the job of
teaching our young, our futures, in the hands
of teachers who don’t care about our chil-
dren; in the hands of teachers who don't
understand the history, the culture and the
language of our children. We have got to
teach them ourselves, and in order to do that
We have got to start teaching ourselves.

We have got to build survival collectives,
We’ve got to open up liberation schools,
We've got to open up our own child care
centers, We've got to pool our resources to
survive. We’ve got to use the resources in our
community. Sisters, We’ve got to take con-
trol of our lives, We've got an enormous job
ahead. We’ve gottorebuild our communities,
We've got to build an underground railroad,
We’ve got to build a nation.

1 just want to take a moment out to express
my lovetoall of you whorisk yourlives daily
struggling out here on the front lines. And I’d
like to express my gratitude and my love for
the many sisters and brothers whohave opened
their doors and their hearts to me. The sisters
and brothers whorrisk their lives daily to feed
and house me and to help me build our
underground railroad. Sisters and brothers,

WE WILL WIN!!
FREE GERONIMO PRATT
SUNDIATA ACOLI
MUTULU SHAKUR
FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS
FREE THE PUERTO RICAN
PRISONERS OF WAR

UHURU, SISTERS AND BROTHERS.
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WHY ARE BLACK/AFRICAN SOLDIERS FIGHTING FOR “FREEDOM AND JUSTICE”
IN THE MIDDLE EAST,WHEN THERE IS NO FREEDOM AND JUSTICE FOR US
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIKKKA222

THE CASE OF GERONIMO JI JAGA (PRATT)

Editor’s note: Geronimo ji Jaga is a vet-
eran of the Vietnam war (paratrooper). He
served two tours, won the Silver Star, two
Purple hearts, the Bronze Star, a Soldier’s
medal, and Air medal with clusters, an Army
expedition medal with clusters, two accom-
modation medals, a Good Conduct Medal,
Senior Jump wings, and a combat Infantry
Badge with Star.

Yet, he has been unjustly incarcerated for
the last 20 years for a crime the U.S govern-
ment knows (by their own evidence) he did
not commit. Geronimo case is a clear ex-
ample of the TRADITION of INJUSTICE
and VIOLENCE TOWARD AFRICAN
PEOPLES (AND OTHER PEOPLES OF
COLOR) in the United States of Amerikkka.

Justice demands that these lies
be removed from his files & that
geronimo be released! .

After 20 years, Amerikkka refuses to ad-
dress the question of a fair trial and humane
treatment for geronimo, and for African/
Black people in racist Amerikkka in general.

Geronimo has been denied parole NINE
consecutive times. In his absence, the parole
board not only denied his release, but placed
slanderous lies in his prison files. Geronimo
is due to go before the parole board hearing

this year (1991 ). Justice demands that these
lies be removed from his files AND that
geronimo be released IMMEDIATELY!

STATEMENT BY
GERONIMO JI1 JAGA
August 22, 1989

The California State Parole Panel recently
issued statements regarding my eligibility
for release from prison. I repudiate those
statements as untrue and slanderous. T hereby
challenge the State Parole Panel to come
forward and prove any and all allegations
made while I was out of state on a federal
subpoena on behalf of my brother Filiberto
Ojeda-Rios.

The statements about my psychiatric
evaluation are groundless and completely
contradicted by all jail psychiatric reports
from the first days of my imprisonment. I
openly invite any and every person of good
will to come forward and read these reports
and see the yearly recommendations that
have stated that I be released from prison and
that I pose no threat and no danger to society.

Secondly, the State Parole Panel said they
refused to parole me because, they claim, I
am not educated enough. In fact, reflected
within my prison file are numerous job offers
to lecture and teach at the University of
Atanta, University of California at Berkeley
and the University of Azania among others.
Furthermore, I have more than 40 units in
credits from UCLA and the College of Marin.
Ihave completed with honors college courses

in Cultural Anthropology,
Philosophy, Sociology,
Oceanography, Afrikan
History and Political Sci-
ence. The fact that every
day that same panel allows
prisoners to go free who
haven’t even been to high
school shows they are im-
posing a double standard in
my case. '

The most ludicrous of
their wicked untruths ac-
cuses me of involvement
with heroin. This is a sad
joke given the many years
of my strict discipline and
firm position against drugs,
as well as my known dis-
play of physical fitness. This
was noted by an award from
the Vietnam Veterans Group of San Quentin
for my marathon run of 17 miles at the age of
41 and my weight lifting of 300 pounds
regularly. The Parole Panel’s latest attempt to
vilify, defame and discredit me must be chal-
lenged because of the insidious image it
portrays to our children in the midst of the
genocidal drug war which is savagely being
waged against our families and communities
daily.

Inclosing, thereis no basis in factor reality for
these staternents that the Parole Panel has made.
The aforementioned statements were made

during a so-called parole hearing without me or
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my attorney being present. Therefore, I hereby
challenge any and all members of the Panel to
face me with their baseless accusations in the
openinsteadof hiding in the shadows with these

This is similar and very much in line with
the way COINTELPRO acted in the *60s and
*70s to discredit and criminalize the people
who were actively involved in the struggle
for human rights.

Isee it as a continuation of the COINTEL-
PRO campaign against me which illegally
put me in prison in the first place and now
wants to keep me here for life. ®
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RUCHELL CINQUE MAGE
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SURVIVOR OF THE COURTHOUSE REBELLION

by Kiilu Nyasha (a/k/a Pat Gallyot, New Haven Chapter)

The news photos of the “Courthouse Slave

Rebellion” of August 7, 1970, hit the front
pages of practically every
newspaper in and out of the
country - sending shock
waves around the world.
Pictures of four black men
emerging from Marin County
Courthouse with guns and
hostages and disarming
guards provoked panic
among some; but in others it
inspired images of the pre-
Civil War actions of John
Brown and Harriet Tubman.

The sole survivor of this
audacious revolt, Ruchell
Cinque Magee (who took his
middie name from the leader
of an historic slaveship up-
rising), has now spent an ad-
ditional 21 years in
California’s state prisons, the
last 11 in solitary confine-
ment.

Magee’s life story is a
classic example of the racist
repression of African men
throughout their nearly 400-
year history on this land:
Sentencedto“life” inaLoui-
siana state penitentiary
(Angola)onabogus “attempted” rape charge
involving a white woman; framed, arrested,
beaten by police and railroaded to “life”
again at 23 — out of prison just five months
—Magee has now spent 35 of his 51 years in
the dungeons of Angola, San Quentin, Folsom,
the new maximum-security prison at
Corcoran (near the San Juaquin Valley), and

Oregon border where the isolation is ex-
treme. Openedin 1989, its windowless, com-

pletely automated cells keep prisoners alone
at all times allowing no access, no smoking,
and absolutely no contact with other inmates
or guards except when moved for showers
andexcercise — at which time they "re shack-
led and flanked by two, club weilding guards.
The Chief Deputy Warden described Pelican
Bay as the “‘country’s most secure prison.” A

______ Vbl et Anrnellead it a0 Ynvaial

violence that Magee appeared in court the
morning of August 7th— his sole purpose to
testify for his comrade, James McClain,
defending himself against the charge of as-
saulting a guard.

Magee was on the witness stand when 17-
year-old Jonathan Jacksom, younger
brother of George Jackson, burst into the
courtroom armed to the teeth. Jackson’s plan
was to use the hostages to take over a radio
station to expose virulent prison conditions
and demand the immediate release of The
Soledad Brothers (Fleeta Drumgo, John
Clutchette, and George Jackson), accused of
killing a guard after.

Not part of any plan, Magee agreed to go
along only after being allowed to explain to
the jurors the justification for such recourse.
But this took nearly 15 precious minutes —
long enough to give San Quentin sharpshoot-
ers time to arrive at the parking lot before
Jackson’s waiting van could leave.

Operating with courage and calm even
their enemies had to respect, the four in-
surgents commandeered their hostages out
of the courthouse and began their getaway
without a hitch. What they failed to anti-
cipate was the State’s willngness to sacri-
fice one of its own judges and the lives of
anyone else to stop the escape. In a barrage
of gunfire, guards and police riddled the
van with bullets that took the lives of
Christmas, Jackson, McClain and Judge
Harold Haley; and left the prosecutor
critically wounded, a juror slightly
wounded, and Magee seriously wounded
and unconscious.

One of the guards who fired into the van
testified as follows:

GUARD: “...we are under orders to pre-

vant scranec at all st
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hostages...[and] it would be necessary to kill
all 20...to prevent that escape, that you would
do so?”

GUARD: “Yes, sir, I would be under or-
ders to.”

Overthe past two decades, Ruchell Cinque
Magee has been directly or indirectly re-
sponsible for the release of over 40 fellow
inmates. He has filed numerous class actions
and civil suits he calls “guerrilla law,” some
of which were won by his withdrawal as
either the plaintiff or the attomey of record.
(Magee has been repeatedly told he has no
legal “standing” in the courts.) No doubt,
Magee’s legal maneuvers are largely respon-
sible for his removal from mainline prison
population.

In his determined struggle to exonerate
himself from this frame-up and subsequent
denial of his rights, Magee developed con-
sciousness notonly of his own plight, butthat
of a whole class of people victimized by
institutionalized, adjudicated racism. In his
own words, “My fight is to expose the en-
tire system, judicial and prison system, a
system of slavery....This will cause benefit
not just to myself but to all those who at
this time are being criminally oppressed
or enslaved by this system.”

In recent years, we have witnessed the
release or parole of countless violent con-
victs who committed heinous crimes — in-
cluding premeditated double murder — as in
the case of Dan White, whokilled former San
Francisco Mayor George Moscone and Su-
pervisor Harvey Milk, after serving as little
as five years.

Magee has spent about 35 years in prison;
yet he has never personally injured or killed
anyone. He has, it appears, been driven to
paranoia by the relentless torture of his jail-
ers.
This stand-up brother has been denied his
most basic human rights, mentally and
physically tortured, and in his daring bid for
freedom — shot.

How much longer will we tolerate the
“cruel and unusual punishment” of this
beroic freedom fighter who has sacrificed




