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By KEVIN COLE

WORLD.HERALD ST AFFWRITER

John Tess, left,
said he will
spend time

today thinking
about that
hQ.rificday 36
years ago when
his friend Larry
MinardSr.,
above, was
killed.

John Tess can't go a single day
without thinking about the bomb
that ended his career as an Omaha
policeman and killed his friend
Larry Minard Sr. in Au~st 1970.

"It's especially poignant at this
time of year because it comes back
to me even stronger," Tess said.
"When I hear that the men who
were'convicted in this case are fil-
ing another appeal, it brings those
feelings even more to the surface
and rubs me raw."

Today, the 36th annivcr:;ary of
that explosion, Tess said he expects
to struggle with all the old feelings.
They will be fueled by the recent
attempt of Edward Poindexter, one
of the two men serving life sen-

tences for the murder of Minard, to
win a new trial.

"There is no doubt, no doubt in
my mind, after going over all of the
transcripts and all of the evidence,
that the right men are in prison,"
Tess said.

Tess and Minard were among
eight police officers responding to
a 2 a.m. call reporting that a woman
had been draggea screamingi~~o a
vacant house at 2867 Ohio St.

"There had been two brutal rapes
in our district, and we thought that
we might have the rapist trapped
inside," Tess said. "We really
wanted to catch this guy."

Six officers searched outside.
Tess and Minar'd went inside with
flashlights.

"I was about 10 steps behind
SeeBombing: Page 2
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Bombing: N ew appeal makes anniversary difficult

Continuedfrom page 1 he was instructed by the pair to Dec. 19. the voice analysis is scientifi-
Larry when he bent down to place a suitcase holding the Three times, the courts have cally reliable and thus whether
open the suitcase," Tess said. bomb in tne Ohio Street house upheld Rice's conviction. Until it's admissible in court." All he got to do was ~ove it be- and rpake a fake phone call to this current appeal, Poindexter They also say they had ample

cause it was rigged to explode. I 911. had not filed any appeals since evidence; including dynamite
remember flying through the A few days after the bombing, 1976, when a federal judge re- .and tools found in Rice's home
air," police played the 911 recording fused to give him a new trial. and dynamite particles found on

Minard, 2~ was killed in- three times for Peak's older Peak, who spent four years in the ~,lothing of Rice and Poin-
stantly. Tess suffered leg inju- brother, Donald. Asked whose the Kearney Youth Detention dexter.
ries and hearing impairment. voice it ,'vas, Donald responded: Center after b(;ing convicted in Minard, 29, left behind a wife
The blast could be heard all "It's Duane's." juvenile court in 1971, has testi- and five chilqren.
across north Omaha. The offi- That phone call, however, is fied that he disguised his voi~e Tess, who suffered more than
cers outside also were injured. the centerpiece of Poindexter's when he made the phone call. In 40 shrapnel wounds and perma-

Edward Poindexter, now 61, most recent attempt to gain a a February deposition in Spo- nent hearing impairment, was
and David Rice, now S9 and new trial. An attorney for Poin- kane, Wash., Peak said simply: forced to take..a disability pen-
known as Mondo we Langa, dexter said in May that Ted "The testimony I gave at this sion at the age of 26.
V{ere convicted of the crime Owen, a national voice expert, time (1971) was factual and Rice and Poindexter remain
after Duane Peak testified thinks Peak's voice is not the true. There was no variation, at the Nebraska State Peniten-
against them. one in the 911 call. .nor was there any coercion. tiary in Lincoln. Rice is eligible

Peak, then IS, told of watch- DQuglas County District There was no -any force what- for Parole Board review in De-
ing Poindexter assemble the Judge Russell Bowie will hold a soever, That was factual, true cember while Poindexter won't
bomb at Rice's home on Aug. 10. hearing to determine the admis- testimony that was given." be up for parole review again
On Aug. 17, Peak told police that sibility of Owen's an~lysis on Prosecutors question w~ether .until. ~.anuary 2014.
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