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‘Black Panther isan Afr can Cat’ advocates freedom, justice

“The Black Panther is an
African Cat: Poems of Exploration
and Testimony” by Wopashitwe
Mondo Eyen we Langa, House of
August Press, 98 pages, $9.95

BY FRAN KAYE

For the Lincoin Journal Star

The most arresting image in the
photo collages that illuminate this
book shows a large group of smil-
ing young white men posed
around the charred and still smok-
ing body of a black man. This is the
Omaha lynching of 1919, in which
Will Brown was hanged and
burned, according to historian
Orville Menard (Nebraska History,
Winter 1987), for an imaginary
crime dreamed up to discredit the
elected city administration.

Fifty years later, convinced that
Omaha was still failing its African-
American commuinity, another
young African-American man,
David Rice, joined the Black Pan-
thers. In 1970 David Rice, along
with Ed Poindexter, was arrested
for rigging a suitcase bomb that
killed Omaha patrolman Larry Mi-
nard. Both men were convicted,
though evidence pn%mally sup-
pressed at their trial forcefully indi-
cates that they are innocent. It was
not unusual for successful activists
to be wrongly artested at this time
— Shirley Douglas, actress and

mother of Kiefer Suther-
land, was arrested under
strikingly similar cir-
cumstances, but was
never tried, probably
because she was white,
wealthy and well-con-
nected.

The poems in “The
Black Panther is an
African Cat” have been
written by
Wopashitwe Mondo
Eyen wé Langa, the cu
name chosen by the (g
former David Rice, -
during his imprison-
ment, and they carry on his criti-
cisms of American society — of all
races — and his continuing advo-
cacy of freedom and justice. “

Mondo, as he is called, uses
voices ranging from rap to an
African demotic to a highly pol-
ished American Standard English
reminiscent of Langston Hug%'lnl
In “Dressed in Black,” he explains
both the image and the intent of
the Panther chapter in Omaha.

Yeah we had guns but wasn’t
trippin

wasn't stuck in no death groove

picked up them pieces cuz jus-
tice was locked

inabox...

The guns and attitude were no-

tice that the
African American
community would
no longer tolerate
injustice. The Pan-
thers wanted to be
ws  abeacon for
.. our people
who were needin
defense and protec-
tion
and relief from
attacks that came so
{requent and hard
Mondo never los-
es his focus on the in-
stitutionalized racism
he sees in America —
“the courts/ that dispense to us in-
Jjustice/ ... the schools committing
mentacide on our children.”

He also, however, critiques con-,
temporary black entertainers and
athletes who strut but showno re-

spect for or responsibility to the
African-American community that
Mondo writes as “We” in contrast
to the less significant “i.” He tells
the gangsta rapper, 'you got the
pose allright/ the mean-mug down
‘pat”but you ‘ain't thugged no.one
with power. ” Similarly Mondo
chides athletes and others who
“fear dying/ but can cope with being
misled,” who need to be “safe”for
‘euro america,” and “entertain the
crowds.” Yet he also points out that

one cannot blame people for
thinking what they have been
taught to think if no one challenges
them.

In the powerful poem
“Shoshana’s Eyes,” Mondo em-
pathizes with the pain and fear of a
young African-American woman
wounded early in the Iraq War, but
then he asks “shouldn’t she know
better/ and shouldn'’t we”than to
once again be “toting guns against
those who have harmed us none,”
the ordinary people of Irag?

The poems focus on building
and educating all Americans to the
need for social justice in a society
where Mondo’s 36 years of impris-
onment for a crime he insists he
did not commit is ongoing evi-
dence of the continuation of
racism.

‘Good poetry is a distillation of
ideas and feelings into memorable
words and images. If we are lucky,
it may also bring Us somewhere we
have never travelled. Mondo's
Black Panther carries us to a heart
of darkness that is stili our Nebras-
ka, our America. He challenges us
to demand “liberty and justice for
all.”

Fran Kaye teaches English and Great
Plains Studies at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. She also volunteers in
several local and international peace and
justice organizations.



CHAYA STAR
-2A~Ck

this 15 proof of perji

Poindexter/we Langa case: Word from the mside

By Wopashitwe Monde Exen we
Langa

Earlierithis month, it was reported
in the lucal media that a voice analyst
hired Ey an " attomey for Ed
andexf:r had detecmined ‘that the.
votte-on o' tape of a 1970 call to
police wiis miot that of Duane Peak.
Duane Paikis the person: who testi-
fied in the tnal of Ed Poindexter and
myself (them }m:rwn as David Rice)
that he had placed a suitcase bomb in
a vacant house and then called police
h:adquarmmtu Jure cops there with a
false report-0n & woran sereaming.

The s:gmﬁmum of the finding by
the voice analyst, '(um Crwen, 15 that,
if Duane Peak did fiot make the call,
o his part and
evidence of prosecitorial misconduct
on'the part of the Douglas Cointy

Attormey’s office for using testimony

Lt_knzwurs&.l.spgcttﬁ.wmﬁﬂse Bab
Barle, Ed's attorney, is using this
rs:hnghxﬂmwlnmkanmmnl
for Ed

about the legal and justice-related
issues that are a part of and'or are
connected to efforts by Ed to achieye

_ng_qg_a_Lmhgf—- its -more. than 35

years too [ate for anything approach-
mgim For:now, L want ‘to deal

w:thn::ntIplc uflssm:sﬂlala.lt.ma'
sefise, mone
Every time, G'."EI the course. of

these Iast 35-plus years that Ed and 1 .

have been locked up, theres been
some kind of positive development m

this case, when there’s béen some
glimmer of hope of one.or both. ofus

being released, the local media f@ve & 1:_..' (NI

sought out surviving family members. + ipeacein = 'd ﬂf $

of Larry Minard,: the cop who ‘was
killed by the booby-tmp bomb that
Duane Peak testified to planting.

These' family members speak of
pain that comes from having to relive
the slaying of their relative,  They
speak of anger that 1, and now Ed,
won't give up this fight for release
from prison

Because it seems (o me that
Minard family members who have
been interviewed have made up their
minds that Ed amll are p;l.ulty of the

B

In the near ﬁlmrc Iw:l! Sy mote

killing of th#ir relative. [ won't say
much: in therregard. But [ will say
this. If a relatiye of mine was mur-
dered, 1 woulid be in pain and would
be angry at the’person(s) responsible.
I'doubit that would be willmg to
forgve. But m’ﬂ:e sumetme, [ would
want to'know who the Killer of ny
family member tnily was and Iwould
not be willing-to just automatically
accept a I'l:ndu:l‘.g of guilt by a court
system which allowed a trial i ocour
that was marked'by the use of per-
Jured I:E‘.'.S'I:Lmtl:l'g:’z coercion of a key
wilméss, i"a}ﬂﬁnd physical evidence,
‘selective pmscmﬂun, ele -
I wuuld Wank to know that T was

i to for more than
three decades hec:zu.ss there are peo-
ple who feel hm v-hmwu‘ news
about-this ‘tase comies up? Don't:]
have relatives? Dcm fy.hny have feel-
ings? | i
Eamuailj.q I'm aﬂ&r&mng mysell
to you in the Afnican: community of

Dmnl'mwhetelmbm-nmdmmd

Theman:a nwple of things
be made clear T was in the Black
Pmﬂwrl’mt}rmd_mpmudafﬂm I
became 3 member of the party
because of my love for Afncan peo-
ple, not for any hatred of others.
While I was and am a man of peace,
I was not a person who belisved we
had anobligaton to wm the other
cheek when subjected to abuse —
phystcal or otherwise,

In fact, T had guns mnmy house, no
automatic or other 1llegal ntapo:lus.

~ AT
and. mnmtg L Leports Dmn:twrsc
had no dyﬂﬂn‘h:ar hmslmgwpﬁ
had these guns because | had 1
intention of being a wullmg victim
a palice shodt-in: We must recall |
in 1969, Panthers Fred Hampton
Ms:rk Clark were murdered in
beds by Chicage’ cops. Tl:us
police shpot-n; :
As 1 sad, 1 joined: ““’ “Bi sers 0f the Omaha chapter of the
Panther Party because of iy love.§ Black Panther Pmcir?hr:w
African people. Duane . Peak, wigh {National Committees to Combat
Py 151"‘5315 ﬂf'ﬂ-ﬂﬁﬂim“w f ' B '['33&15:11] were meeting with cert.ul:!
B African ‘members of the Omaha

Folige Department.
‘H&uwbmneuﬁgwﬂhthﬂnmm
affm‘l tn gr:talcu:al chnph;’r t‘nrqnbd uf

he was an_African who ﬁ‘
was still a-chﬂd,ﬁ';iaxam it
necessary-fora oo
b killed, T
chikd. Imﬂdmtmpm
chil:l‘s nrunyoli:erhmlhrr
life: chupa:dj.f..
In this case, W

Emh;:al!y, SOMTE :,m:mi after ﬂ;l i
and Ed's and my. unpnaunnﬁnl,,
Brofherhood of Midwest Guardians
wits formed:

W'hﬂl.:: thie puml in ﬂu5"" I is: lhal

itta couple of volatile sitatibns
between our N.C.CF chapter and”
gangs of mggcr-happy Europ a;t
{Caucasian) cops, could have:t “heen
* sent to that house. Their i tﬁdl,'l'lid

dru‘gsmdm e
once from " our cfﬁ]ﬁtarﬁr

had jusnfinb[e masons
angry. Eutlﬂ:m'tn

in jeopardy.
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Continued from Page 1

Larry when he bent down to
open the suitcase,” Tess said.
“Al he got to do was move it be-

cause it was rigged to explode. I

remember flying through the
air.”

Minard, 29; was killed in-
stantly. Tess suffered leg inju-
ries and hearing impairment,
The blast could be heard all
across north Omaha. The offi-
cers outside also were injured.

Edward Poindexter, now 61,
and David Rice, now 59 and
known as Mondo we Langa
were convicted of the crime
after Duane Peak testified
against them.

Peak, then 15, told of watch-
ing Poindexter assemble the
bomb at Rice’s home on Aug. 10.
On Aug. 17, Peak told police that

John Tess, left,
said he will
spend time
today thinking
about that
hosrific day 36
years ago when
his friend Larry
Minard Sr.,
above, was
killed.

By KeviN CoLE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

John Tess can’t go a single day
without thinking about the bomb
that ended his career as an Omaha
policeman and killed his friend
Larry Minard Sr. in August 1970,

“It’s especially poignant at this
time of year because it comes back
to me even stronger,” Tess said.
“When I hear that the men who
were’'convicted in this case are fil-
ing another appeal, it brings those
feelings even more to the surface
and rubs me raw.”

Today, the 36th anniversary of
that explosion, Tess said he expects
to struggle with all the old feelings.
They will be fueled by the recent
attempt of Edward Poindexter, one
of the two men serving life sen-

tences for the murder of Minard, to
win a new trial.

“There is no doubt, no doubt in
my mind, after going over all of the
transcripts and all of the evidence,
that the right men are in prison,”
Tess said.

Tess and Minard were among
eight police officers responding to
a 2 a.m. call reporting that a woman
had been dragged screaming into a
vacant house at 2867 Ohio St.

“There had been two brutal rapes
in our district, and we thought that
we might have the rapist trapped
inside,” Tess said. “We really
wanted to catch this guy.”

Six officers searched outside.
Tess and Minard went inside with
flashlights.

“l was about 10 steps behind

See Bombing: Page?2

he was instructed by the pair to
place a suitcase holding the
bomb in the Ohio Street house
and make a fake phone call to
911.

A few days after the bombing,
police played the 911 recording
three times for Peak’s older
brother, Donald. Asked whose
voice it was, Donald responded:
“It’s Duane’s,”

That phone call, however, is
the centerpiece of Poindexter’s
most recent attempt to gain a
new trial. An attorney for Poin-
dexter said in May that Ted
Owen, a national voice expert,
thinks Peak’s voice is not the
one in the 911 call.

Dquglas County District
Judge Russell Bowie will hold a
hearing to determine the admis-

sibility of Owen’s analysis on -

Dec. 19.

Three times, the courts have
upheld Rice’s conviction. Until
this current appeal, Poindexter
had not filed any appeals since
1976, when a federal judge re-
fused to give him a new trial.

Peak, who spent four years in
the Kearney Youth Detention
Center after being convicted'in
juvenile court in 1971, has testi-
fied that he dlsgu1sed his voice
when he made the phone call. In
a February deposition in-Spo-
kane, Wash., Peak said simply:
“The testlmony I gave at this
time (1971) was factual and

true. There was no variation,

nor was there any coercion.

‘There was no — any force what-

soever. That was factual, true
testimony that was given.”

Prosecutors question whether

appeal makes anmversary difficult

the voice analysis is scientifi-
cally reliable and thus whether
it’s admissible in court.

They also say they had ample
evidence, mcludmg dynamite

. and tools found in Rice’s home

and dynamite particles found on
the clothing of Rice and Poin-
dexter,

Minard, 29, left behind a wife
and five children.

Tess, who suffered more than
40 shrapnel wounds and perma-
nent hearing impairment, was
forced to take-a disability pen-
sion at the age of 26.

Rice and Poindexter remain
at the Nebraska State Peniten-
tiary in Lincoln. Rice is eligible
for Parole Board review in De-
cember while Poindexter won't
be up for parole review again
until January 2014.




