
“STILL BURNING” 
Play Review by Billy X Jennings 

 
 
“Still Burning” is a wonderful play, created and performed by students at the 
Oakland School for the Arts, depicting the history and growth of the Black 
Panther Party.  I would like to thank the entire cast for their fantastic and 
enthusiastic job.  The students researched the subject matter and conducted 
several personal interviews with Panthers and descendants of Panthers that 
became the basis/material for the script. 
Victor Talmadge did a great job as director and Joyce Lu for all the work  she 
did to make this happen. 
 
The play depicts various characters who are mostly young people growing up 
during the 60’s in Oakland, CA.  It demonstrates their involvement with the 
social issues of the time, such as, police brutality, the Vietnam War, decent 
education and drugs.  There was particular concern about the War due to the 
military draft.  Not only does this play reflect the philosophy of the Black 
Panther Party, but woven within is the outlook of the Oakland Police 
Department during this time.   
 
The music selections are a direct reflection of the 60’s or 70’s.  They include 
Curtis Mayfield, Marvin Gaye and Earth, Wind and Fire.  The subject matter 
included what it took to become a Panther, the duties and responsibilities of a 
Panther, the political education and the Survival Programs of the Black 
Panther Party.  The play also dealt with general issues of race relations and 
class attitudes. 
 
Not only did this play discuss problems, but it also addressed solutions; 
especially regarding community volunteerism and responsibility.  It 
demonstrated how young people worked within their communities to improve 
peoples’ lives.  At one point, even the police admit that the social programs of 
the Black Panther Party did a lot of good in their communities.   
 
“Still Burning” is worthy of being seen by a larger audience.  It is a valuable 
learning tool, helping to breakdown myths about the Black Panther Party.  It 
reflects a significant part of Oakland history.  Hopefully, the play can be 
performed during the upcoming year, marking the 40th year anniversary of 
the founding of the Black Panther Party and during Black History Month. 
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