Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing
Enquiry Bureau files, 1914-18 War
1DRL/0428

2nd Lieutenant
Alfred John Hearps

12th Battalion
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K.I.F. 12th Battn. HEARPS
R ' 2nd Lieut A.J,

"Missing 39/22,8,16"

Pte A.H.,Bean was Lieut, Hearps batman, u.a;e were gning over tine top
“about 50 yurds beyend Houaupt when In.put Hearps was nit in the back of
‘hhe neck oy & pi=ce of shell 2" by 3% this pariyzed him, his b Iman stayed
‘with him for } an hour when at the request of Lieut Hearps he teturned to
©.-get nelp but was told by Lieut. Roper that Hououet Farm was then in the
. -nands of the Germans, Tnrefore impossible to send others tc find hin
i @t the same time forbad Pte Bean to rsturn, remarkinghow he had got
%, back safely God only kmew.) At Roll Call Lieut Hearps was marked missing,
2 Nothing Turther was heard until about the middle of September when his
‘identificati-m disc was sent in by the 16th Batt, No explanation viag
'given. Fror this Pve Bean desires you to draw your own conclusion, but
'—he “sure he is dead feeling that no man could iive with such a wound,
s “The above information received by Hacnel Hakenam from Pte A.H.Bean on
N .L*'ch 24:1:11 1917, at Kichener's Hospital,

' : Rsference:- 4A.M.Bezn 3067

: Block A3.Ward 99
yondon Ritchenetr's Hospitali,

d ot 17 Brighton,
R, Makehan, off U
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Hearps 2nd Lts A.J .‘,
A. Company.

(M. Aug. ig/zznd 1916)

.7 Informsnt states that on Aug. 19th 1916 at Pozieres, France

; I saw him wounded by & maghune gun and it was generally supposed in

: ' the Battalion that he was killed afterwards. He had risen from the
ra.nk of Sgt.

: Eye-witneaé.: Yes.

. Desoription: Thin, medium height.

Reference: W, Russell 170, iy
12th A'Io?o, ;f :' !
5th B8outhern General Hospt., RS
- Portsmouth. S -
: Home address: P
- Hew Norfolk, B
£ . Tasmeniae
- Dec. 5th 1916, '
- H.M. Palmer,
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. AL P 22, ERARPS, 253 I¥.ded,

M/i9-2208. Auguat 19 15'..
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" brought in his 83sg. Honuet fem. fThe 24th.

Eathztnecl Opl.Bobinson Ds0oy.
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AJdLF, 12. H3ARPS, 2rd.TE.4 .4,
Ha aug(nnt 19-22 . 13 16.

Oapt. P.W. Green o2 the sems Battalion %told me
his 4isc hsd besn handed in by another Division.
I alno heaxrd hs had boan sean 1lying wounded on
Ho Man's Iand.

Refarends: Horton, s.H. 2926, B.0o.V F1,
Bo 22 Qsn. Hoap. Etanplen.
2 Dao. 19160
. N e ?JE.
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© B X ¥ 12, | E2aRPY, Endbedods

B/19-22nd. Augmst 1915.

P Ha wag 4n B.Coy. Us waa killsd st Youquet Farw.

g Cept.Qonnel]l t0ld ms aix waake ago al Zontremy that be

o had got his disc, and that bis body was Zound by the .
Beomd Divisian. ' .

IR Reforonce; Soott, 1466, B.Coy., :

R ) lioe 1 £.,D.B.D. Eﬁaplﬂl.
C? o ) : 1-12:160
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12th Battn e | Hearps.
L . o zne.}:'toﬁ.o J.
miissing 19-20/8/16

' Cornoral ‘foung has just hended to me your letter
7 of 20th inst re Lieubed. J.Hearns, of this battalion - officielly
- reported. "ilizsing™. 3
I am sorry that our information is so scarty.
; "{he faots so far es we van find oub, are as follows, Lieut,
. Beerps wes ons of the officers who :[ed the first wave o £ our
~ attaok on Houquelb Farm on the evensing of the 2lst August.
He vias saml..;ring wou:gdea. under & mechine gun, ,
. .pight in the E‘a.rm, this e 1ittle later than 6 o'clock. Our
*  men were forced %0 re-tire and had to leave him there.
o Leter on hig identivy disc wes refurned to us oy
snotner bvejtelion, Ehe'only conclusion is thzt hisg boéy w&as
i .. Tound by them efter the pos:.u:.on waeg finsl 1y cantured, and
.-~ buried in the vicinity. I was absent from the batts1ion at
the time, and so can zive no dsfinite inFormelion as to the place
2o puriel, If though the burial has been renorted the Graves
< ﬁegister Cf2ice, &t the Tar Gfrice will kave particuiers of its

"position,
t Cert. by letter from ¥.X.Douglas, (ahap1 gin)
- 12th d&b th, 1. L. X, ’
- France.
London 28-10-16,

) 18-11-16. Of.!. ) ._.
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l! Anco 19-22 1916.

S Infomaut states that at Pozicru (Monguat hm) I.t.
;:Hurp’ identification d!no Teturned to the H.Q.
Bcrorme.-- meut. AiDe

12th -Australian Imporial Foroe,
e 3rd Yondon Genersl Hospital,
i‘.‘_?-'_'; : . S 'morth. 8.'.

<5 Hove 17the
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o 12th Batin. Hearps
- o - AJIF. r 2ndldieut [

G "Tounded & Missing 19-22/8/16." -

The Orderly Room, D.Company, (12th fatislion)
3rd Training Battalion, Ho.6 Cemp, Perham Downs, have particulars
to this man.

Reference ;- Cooper,
12th Bettelion,

Ward 27,
Harefield Hospt.
12-10=i6,
Hotes Wrote to @.R.Sergt, 18-10-16,
London ’ 0Zfs M
- 19.10=16,
, t’ D.P.Dickson,
f“‘"‘_"""“""“-—‘—-"—" ———— - - —— T e T TR P — .
Hw.f-&
Ae I4 Fu 12th Battn HEEAPS
Lieut A, J.

Migging 19-20-7-16

Lt. Hearps was woundsd (rather vadly ) on the evening of August
21st at Hougquet Farm, near Thiepval. He was last seen with his
batman but he orderad him to leave him and X go on witkh the
advance. ., Nothing furiber was negrd of him, It is generally
belie”x’r'gﬁ.-}'f’ﬁ%'ﬁe wes subsequently killed" -

Cert. by lettr. received from L. ¥, V. Hewton, Lt¥.
12th Battn, A.I.F,
Perham Dowms.

OFF M.
Landon
30-=10--16

Cﬁ

|




TS TR R T YT T T AT s wh el s f S

" ranoss

| HEARPS, Lt.Adds

HeAugust 16the-22nd.1918.

_ Yéung dark fellow, was Quartermester of C.Cy, clean
. .shaven, home Tasmania - Rot his commissicn in June. On

August. 20th, the batialion wers taking Mouquet Farme They

. went through the farm but were forged to retire back as the
ether batislion which should have ¥¥sa reinforoed on their
left, couidn't get up to theme Cpl.¥oung of A.Coy told infere
mant-later that during the retirement he saw Li.Hearps fall
mortally ‘wounded in the necke He couldn't stop as he had to
go on in the retiremsnt. Cpl.Young told informant the.ILt. .
couldn't have lived many minutes.

Informant: W¥.G.¥Winters. 119. 12 Batt.

: Transports
Noe 2 Austrelian Hospital, .
, ﬁuu,_(_ BOULOGIEs 10410.1918, JHD
s ‘.";.L
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lst february 1917,

ér Hra. Hs 5. Vneeler,
: 18, Lancester Street,
Hyde Parlk,
Seils

Dear wmadam,

‘e are ia receipt of your letter of 26uh inst, and with
referanca to the first men mentimed - Li;eut fe.Jde. Hearp, 12th
Battallon, i.L.F, we can only give you the following unofficisl
information, some of which, will appear contradictory.

e learn from Corporal Young of the same battalion, put

o of "A Coy” that mam; Hearps was & young dark fellow, olecn-
shaven, whose home was in Tasmania. - On ingust 2Uth the battalion
wore taking Houquet Farm - They were forced to retire “bodCorperal
Young steted that he then saw Ilieut Hearps fall mortally Wounded
in the ﬁeck.

e also receivdd a2 letter 30-10-16, from Lieut L.il.

—‘ : V. lewton, 12th Battalion, in which he deted the follcwing -

Lisut Hearps was Vounded rather badly on the evening of iugust

‘218t st Mouquet Farm - near Thiepval. He .was last seen with his
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batman, bot he ordered him to leave him and go on with the

advance. Hothing further was leard of him. It is generally
believed in the battalion that he was subsequently killed':.

On 18-11-16 we received the following from Cheplain
WeE. Douglas 12th Battalion, A.I.F, - "Gorporal Young his just
handed me your letfer of 20th inst, re Lieul A.J. Hearps of this
battalion, officially reported "ilasing”

"] am sorry that our informstion is so scanty - The
foots so far as we can find out, are &8s follows. Liseut Hearps
was one of the Officers who led the first wave of our attack
oun douguet Farm on the evening of 2lst iugust. He was seen lying
vounded under & iachine Gun, right in the arm. Our men were
:é'orced. to retire and had to leave him there. Later on his
identity disc was returued to us by another Battelion - The
only oonclusion is that his body wes found by them after the
pneition was finally cag'.:;'ed, end buried ir the vicinity, I
" was ahse;nt fron the hatftslion st the time, and so can give
no offiocisl information as to the place of the burial®.

An®tker man, - Scott of B.Compuny - writes - "He was
in B.Coy.-He was killed =t Mouguet Farm. Capt. Conieil told m'c;
slx weeks sgo at Poutreany that he had zot his disc, a.m'{'fhat
his body was found by tase Sac;nd Division™

I-fcpl. A.H. Purton, states - "He 18 & prlsoner of war
in Germany I believej Ceptain J.A. Foster who is now at Perham
Downs Camp informed soms of ua about three weeks ago thet he
is know to be a Prisomer in Germany”.
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Dn 18-12-16 we wrote to the Captain Poster mantionsd
above, ut received no reply at all. We can therefore place '

1ittle fefth in Lence-Corporal Purton's report

With reference $o the other man - 3151 Pte J.

e e ey o

Horan, 25th Battellon, we have had no information asince he was

. .
. § e TR
P L

i s

posted Missing on July 28th 1916, Furthermore, his name has

appeared in no official 1ist of Prisoners of Wer, so we are

a:ricd we cannot believe him %0 have been captured, We hope
to have soms more definite news of this man, and should we do
sofs we shall let you know irmediately.

| Yours faithfuliy,

PM /.,-, '1:..4-,—{1/,‘&.(_

Secretery



