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CAMPAIGN

In 1788 the British Crown sssumed sovereignty over this lend on the basis of 1t
being empty, i.e. wasteland end unoccupied. This was a lie. The Aboriginel People
of this land occupied it, owned it, used it and held Sovereign Domaln over these landa.
Two hundred years later this sovereignty has never been relinguished, yet has never
been recognlaed.

It i3 time for a Soverelgn Tresty to be entered into in order to dispel the lle
end enable justice to be done. Let 1988 mark this achievement. We cannot celebrete
the invasion a2nd theft of this lsand,. Let us achieve the cementing of the new
foundation of this caountry by recbgnising Aboriginal Sovereignty and encompasﬁing
the right of prior ownership and possession in a Sovereign Tresty.

e ask d4ndividuals and groups to affiliate wlth and support our Treaty '88 Campaig

Treaty '88 is alreedy supported by; N.A.I.L.S5.5. (Natinonal Aboriginal & Islander Legal
Services Secretariat)
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ABORIGINAL SOVEREIGNTY - NEVER CEDED

We, the hboriginal People, rastats that we arc tho Sovereign Owners of Australia. Thorc have
bewn no Tresbies wibth us and we have pever ceded our Sovrelgnty.

Gur land has been invaded by a forelgn power that broke Internarional Law and ite own Imparial
Directive: "You are with the consent of the natives ko take posaession .,,." i.e.. a ‘lreaty.
Incstead, 1in 1770, Captain Cook declared cha legal lle thar our land was terra nullins, a wastelapd
and unocccuplied. Our huranity was dented and the. historical fickion tha:t aAustralia was pemcefully
sattled had bean perpetrated. The Gtruth ig that physical and cultural gqaencgide was attemptad
agairst us and ocur land wax made wvacant by Loptissning Lhe owners in small coocentration camps
called hboriginal Rescrves. The gppression and injustice continues ko this day. Tne Federal
Government refuses to use ite powers granted by over 90% ot white Australians in the 1867 fYES*
referendum, which enables it to make spscial laws for Abocriginals. In the gourts Lthe Jjudges
conglude that Sovreigniy cannot ba challenged within the Australian’ lagal syster. All legal and
oolitical channels have besn exhaosted within Australia.

our path to justice now lies in the intsrratioial arena. fn 1975 tha Intarnational Court of
Justice found that when the Spanish colenised the Western Sahara in 1843, it was inhabited by people
argarizsed in tribes and 55 2 conseguernce tha Wogtern Sahara was not terra nullius, In & separate

rulirg it was stated that the concept of terra pullius stands condenned.

In 1979 ouvr call For a Treaty was diluled by the Federal Govarnmen: which would only consider a
Makatrata, a compact, a domsestic agreement and weould notr rocognise us as Soveralgn Eguals, The
Makarrata would have bean a deal bektween white Goverament and people with no status. It could hava
been amended and cepezled by future legislators.

We pursu= a Soveceign Treaty, under the Vienna Corventior on the Law of Treaties, that has
censtitaticonal erfcet and is woid 1l it vizciates tundarental princizles of Humar Rights, €.g. tha
right of a people to gself-deverminarion.

Thare must he a proper fourdation For Black/white relztiocmns in thig lané, a Traaty, Chat will
lay the carnersteose for a cow Ructralia basea on Jusiise, Peazs and 'uman Nighta £z all.
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TREATY B8 CAMPAIGN := AIMS AND CGBJECTIVES

At time of colonisaclen Bustralia was declarad "Wasteland and unnccuﬂfed". Aboriginal resistance to
invasion of our lasads was guelled by methods of exterminazion - wrhich wore historica.ly referred to
as "dispersal of thz natives” and “ponitive party expedirions",

We hava been denied the rights and protection generally afferded to an invaded pecple and their
lard. This principle was recngnised under British as well as Internaticmal Law. We have not ooly
Been denied such rights, but still sufFer the denial obf those rights to this day.

we arce =till prosecuting the processes with:in white Auatralia te forece o recognitice ef ocur fall
inherent entitlements and to obtaln Justice.

Wwe shall end injustice that, while continning today, resulte In the denial of eour human rights,
causing death and oppression.

We pursce a Treaty as the instrument to delineare our entitlement, protect that entitlemest and our
human rights, and enshrine our inherent rights in the Cenatitution and Intermational Covenants.

ORTRECTIWES

1. Effect a Treary berween Abariginals and the Ausbralian Government.

2. Ensure inalienzable freencold title over Aboriginal Zands. -

3. Erotection of Sacred Sites.

i. Control over mining eon Aboriginal lands.

5. Comnensaticn for loss of lands bo be negotiated.

6. Internalioual recoynition of Aboriginals as a people,

7. S5elf-gdetarmination. g
N Treaty to encompass proper managamenkt and safeguarding of heritage, lard and Enuironm&nt;.

2. Eatablish continucus managemant pracktices for the total environmank. R S P

10, Effectively safeguard this land as a nuclear free and peaceEul country.

11. Regulate the processes of law to ensure equality, Ereedom, human rights and achieve thosz
aspiraticns long recognised as the prerequisites for human development and peace throughout
this lang,

12, Tc meet all those objectives for human develocment as spalt out in tha 1nternaticnal

Covenants of Human Rights.
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