














to conclude such a compact, we hope to create a rational framework within
which debate about the options for reaching an agreement and the form of the
agreement can be advanced. We have made it clear during the course of
numerous public hearings that we see our role as one of sorting through
issues which, although important, are essentially subsidiary to the major issue
of whether some form of agreement between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
Australians should be concluded. The Committee also emphasises the need
for wide ranging political discussion between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
Australians on the desirability of concluding some formal expression of mutual
commitment.
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