THE NORTHERN TERRITORY OF
AUSTRALIA.

No. 9 of 1953.

AN ORDINANCE
To amend the Aboriginals Ordinance 1918-1947.

[Reserved 20th February, 1953.1*
[Assented to 25th June, 1953]*

E it ordained by the Legislative Council for the Northern

Territory of Australia, in pursuance of the powers conferred

tv the Northern Territory (Administration) Aect 1910-1952, as
follows :—

1.—(1.) This Ordinance may be ecited as the Aboriginals
Oidinance (No. 2) 1953.

(2.) The Aboriginals Ordinance 1918 1947, as amended by the
Aboriginals Ordinance 1953, is in this Ordmance referred to as the
Prineipal Ordinanece.

(3.) Section one of the Aboriginals Ordinance 1953 is amended
by omitting sub-seetion (2.).

(4.) The Principal Ordinance, as amended by this Ordinance,
may be cited as the 4boriginals Ordinance 1918-1953.

2. This Ordinance shall come into operation on a date to be
fixed by the Administrator by notice in the Gazetle.

3. Section three of the Principal Ordinance is amended—
(@) by omitting the definition of “ Aboriginal ” and insert-
ing in its stead the following definition:—
“ ¢ Aboriginal ’ means—-

(@) a person who is an aboriginal native of Aus-
tralia or of an island which, being subject
to the laws of the Commonwealth, of a
State or of the Northern Territory, is
adjacent to Australia;

(b) a person who lives after the manner of,
follows, adlieres to or adopts the customs
of persons described in paragraph (a) of
this definition and at least one of whose
ancestors was a person described in that

paragraph ;
llheﬁehminn l‘lhtl!lﬂl in the Government hﬂ' et ;j the Northern Tervitory on
4th Mareh, 1953,
¢ Assent wotitied in the Government Gazette of the Northern Territory on Sth
Iuly, 1933.
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(¢) a person, being under the age of eighteen
years, at least one of whose ancestors was
a person described in paragraph (a) of
this definition, and—

(i) whose care, custody, or control has
been wndertaken by the Director
under section six of this Ordi-
nance before the date when the
Aboriginals Ordinance (No. 2)
1953 comes into operation; or

(ii) whom the Director has caused to he
kept in a reserve or an aboriginal
institution under section sixteen
of this Ordinance, before the date
when the Aboriginals Ordinance
(No. 2) 1953 comes into opera-
tion ; or

(d) a person, at least one of whose ancestors was
a person described in paragraph (a) of
this definition, in respeet of whom a
declaration is made under section threc &
of this Ordinance;”;

(b) by omitting from the definition of * Aboriginal Institu-
tion ”’ the words “ the aboriginal or half-caste inhabi-
tants of the Northern Territory ” and inserting in
their stead the word * aboriginals ”; and

(¢) by omitting the definition of “ Half-caste ”,

4. Section three a of the Frincipal Ordinance is repealed and
the following sections inserted in its stead :—

“3a.—(1.) The Director may, subject to the approval of the
Administrator, by notice in the Gazette declare—

(@) that a person specified in that notice is deemed not to be

an aboriginal within the meaning of this Ordinance;
or

(b) that a person, at least one of whose ancestors was a
person described in paragraph (a) of the definition
of ‘Aboriginal’ in the last preceding section, is
deemed to be an aboriginal within the meaning of this
Ordinance if he considers it to be in the best interests
of that person and that person requests the Director
to make the declaration.



& (2.)__

(a) The Director may, if he considers a person, at least one
of whose ancestors was a person deseribed in para-
graph (a) of the definition of ¢ Aboriginal’ in the last
preceding section needs the care and control of this
Ordinance, apply in writing to the Administrator for
approval that the person described in the application
be deemed an aboriginal within the meaning of this
Ordinance.

(b) The Administrator shall cause notice of the application
to be given to that person and shall state a time and
place when the application will be heard by him,

(¢) At the time and place speeified in that notice, the
Administrator shall consider the application and any
matters which that person or his counsel may advanee,
and if he considers it in the best interests of that
person he may grant the application.

(d) Upon the granting of the application the Director shall,
by notice in the Gazetle declare that the person
specified in the notice is deemed to be an aboriginal
within the meaning of this Ordinance.

“(3.) Upon the publication of a notice in accordance with the
last preceding sub-sections, the person specified in the notice is
deemed not to be, or is deemed to be, as the case may be, an
aboriginal within the meaning of this Ordinanee.

“(4.) The Director may, subject to the approval of the Admin-
istrator, by notice in the Gazette, revoke a declaration made in
aceordance with the provisions of sub-seetions (1.) or (2.) of this
section.

“(5.) Upon the revocation, in accordance with the last preceding
sub-seetion, of a declaration made under sub-seection (1.) of this
section—

(a) the declaration eeases to apply to the person in respect
of whom it was made; and

(b) that person ceases to be a person who is deemed not
to be, or is deemed to be, as the case may be, an
aboriginal within the meaning of this Ordinance.

“38. The Director shall keep a register in which he shall enter
barticulars of—
(a) the name and address of every person in respect of
whom a declaration is made;
(b) the date of the publication in the Gazette of a notice of
a declaration having been made or revoked
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“3c.—(1.) The register kept by the Director in pursuanece of
the provisions of the last preceding section is prima facie evidence
of all matters required by this Ordinance to be entered in that
register.

“(2.) The Director may certify, by writing under his hand,
that a person named in the certificate is, in pursuance of the
provisions of section three a of this Ordinance, deemed not to be or
is deemed to be, as the case may be, an aboriginal within the
meaning of this Ordinance.

“(3.) A certificate signed or purporting to be signed by the
Director is—

(@) admissible in evidence in all courts and proceedings
without proof or production of the register; and

(b) is primae facie evidenee of the faets stated in the
certificate.”.

5. The sections of the Prineipal Ordinance specified in the first
column of the Schedule to this Ordinance are amended as respec-
tively specified in the second eolumn of that Schedule.

6. Section six of the Principal Ordinance is amended by
omitting the words “or half-easte ” (wherever occurring).

7. Section seven of the Principal Ordinance is repealed and the
following section inserted in its stead :—

“17. The Director is the legal guardian of all aboriginals.”.

8. Section forty-eight of the Principal Ordinance is amended—
(@) by omitting the words “ or half-caste ”’; and

(b) by omitting the proviso to that section.

9. Section sixty of the Principal Ordinance is amended—
(a) by omitting the words “ or half-caste ”;
(b) by omitting the words “ or a half-caste ”’; and

(¢) by adding at the end thereof the following sub-section :—

“(2.) This section applies only in respect of 2
person whom the Court, Judge, Coroner, Magistrate;
Justice or Justices considers to be a person describeq
in paragraph (e¢) or (b) of the definition o
¢ Aboriginal ’ in section three of this Ordinance.”.
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THE SCHEDULE.

(8econd Coluwmn.}

Amendments.

(@) Omit * or half-caste ” (wherever aceurring).

(b} Omit from sub-section (2.) *, or half-caste,”.

(@) Omit from sub-section (1.) “‘ and half-castes ™.

(h) Omit from sub-section (6.} *‘ and half-caste ™.

Omit ¢ or half-castes, or both .

(7) Omit from sub-section (1.} , or any female half-caste. or any hulf-
caste male child under the age of eighteen years,”.

{6) Omit from sub-section (1.) *“ or half-caste ™.

(¢) Omit from sub-section (4.) “ or any female half-castc or any half-
caste child under the age of eighteen vears .

Omit *‘ or half-caste ’ (wherever occurring).

(a) Omiit *‘ or half-castes ",

(5) Omit * or half-caste .

Omniit ** or half-caste ”” {wherever occurring).

(7) Omit * or female half-caste .

(b) Omit “ or half-caste ™.

Omit ** or half-caste” (wherever occurring).

Omit * or half-caste .

Omit * or half-caste ” (wherever occurring).

Omit “ or half-caste ”’ (wherever occurring).

Omit ** or half.caste ”’ (wherever occurring).

Omit ** or half-caste .

Omit * or half-caste ” (wherever occurring).

Omit ** half-caste ”’ (wherever occurring).

Omit * or half.caste » (wherever occurring).

Omit * or half-caste >’ (wherever occurring).

(¢) Omit from sub-section (1.) * or female half-castes ™.

() Omit from sub-section (3.) ‘ or half-caste .

Omit * or half-caste ”.

(2) Omit * or half-caste >’ (wherever occurring).

{b) Omit * or half-castes >’ (wherever ocenrring).

(¢) Omit ““ or female half-caste > (wherever oceurring).

Omit * or half-caste ™.

| Omit * or half-caste .
| Omit * or half-caste ™.

Omit * or half-caste > (wherever occurring).

Omit * or half-caste > (wherever occurring).

Omit “ or half-caste *’ (wherever occurring).

(a) Omit from paragraph (b) of sub-section (1.) * and half-castes .

(b) Omit from paragraph (c) of sub-section (1.} the words * or half-caste
child ”.

(¢) Omit from paragraph (f) of sub-section (1.) * and half-caste ™.

(d) Omit from paragraph (ga) of sub.section (1.) ‘‘and female half-
castes ”

(e) Omit *‘ or half-caste (wherever occurring).
(f) Omit  or half-castes ” (wherever occurring).

By Authority: L. ¥. JounsToN, Commonwealth Government Printer, Canberra.
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