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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
 

Creator:  Edward George Wensing 

Title:  Edward George Wensing, Australian Local Government Association 

papers, documents and publications on Indigenous issues 

Collection no: MS 5008 

Date Range: 1997-2007 

Extent:  2.62 metres (15 archival boxes) 

Repository: Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies 

Back to top 

 

CULTURAL SENSITIVITY STATEMENT 
 

It is a condition of use of this finding aid, and of the collection described in it, that users 

ensure that any use of the information contained in it is sympathetic to the views and 

sensitivities of relevant Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. This includes: 

Language 

Users are warned that this finding Aid may contain words and descriptions which may be 

culturally sensitive and which might not normally be used in certain public or community 

contexts. Terms and descriptions which reflect the author’s attitude, or that of the period in 

which the manuscript was written, and which may be considered inappropriate today in some 

circumstances, may also be used. 
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Deceased persons 

Users of this finding aid should be aware that, in some Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Communities, seeing images of deceased persons in photographs, film and books or hearing 

them in recordings etc may cause sadness or distress and, in some cases, offend against 

strongly held cultural prohibitions. 

Back to top 

 

ACCESS TO COLLECTION 
 

Access and use conditions 

Materials listed in this finding aid may be subject to access conditions imposed by Indigenous 

communities and/or depositors. Users are advised that access to some materials may be 

subject to these terms and conditions which the Institute is required to maintain. 

Open access – reading. R1/C1a – Copying permitted for private study; not for Inter-Library 
Loan, except as follows: 

Restricted access applies to Ed Wensing's notebooks, 1997-2002, Series 11, Folders 1-7: 
Closed access – Principal’s permission A3b/B1 – Closed copying & quotation Principal and/or 
Depositor’s permission. Not for Inter-Library Loan. 

Copying and quotation 

Copying of, and quoting from, unpublished material is subject to the conditions stated above by 

the Depositor of the manuscripts but are also subject to copyright restrictions. The Copyright 

Declaration on our Manuscripts Collection page contains further information 

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/collections-and-library/about-the-

collections/library_manuscript_copy_request_form.pdf . Where material is copied or quoted the 

source of the material must be acknowledged. 

Obtaining access, copying and quotation permissions 

In cases where these permissions are required they must be obtained in writing and must be 

signed. For material where the Depositor is not the Copyright holder the Copyright Act 1968 

applies. 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/library/ms.html
http://aiatsis.gov.au/library/ms.html
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/collections-and-library/about-the-collections/library_manuscript_copy_request_form.pdf
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/collections-and-library/about-the-collections/library_manuscript_copy_request_form.pdf
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ca1968133/


MS 5008, Edward Wensing, Australian Local Government Association papers,  

documents and publications on Indigenous issues, 1997-2007. 

 

5 
 

Email Library Staff or telephone the Library on +61 2 6246 1182 

Preferred citation 

Items from this collection should be cited as [description of manuscript item], Edward Wensing, 

Australian Local Government Association papers, documents and publications on Indigenous 

issues, Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, MS 5008, Series 

[insert number], Subseries [insert number], Folder or Item [insert number]. 

Inter-library Loan 

Manuscripts are not available on Inter-Library loan. 

Back to top 

COLLECTION OVERVIEW 

Scope and content note 

Ed Wensing's commentary on his papers, written in 2014 when he donated them to AIATSIS, 
indicates their range and the context of their production: 

It was undoubtedly an interesting time in local government. There was a lot going on 
within the sector with significant pressures for legislative and structural reforms aimed at 
improving the efficiency of the sector and resulting in overall reductions in the number of 
local councils around Australia, issues over funding with State Governments (that 
create local government through Local Government Acts in their respective 
jurisdictions) and the Federal Government. Indigenous issues were just another issue 
confronting the sector and while they had to take their place in the queue so to speak, 
there were some significant imperatives impacting on local government priorities in this 
area. For starters, the work of the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation had adopted an 
approach to reconciliation aimed at lifting the community’s understanding. 

By late 1996/early 1997 the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) and 
some State Associations realised that local Councils throughout Australia were in need 
of factual information and practical guidance on how to work with native title. In March 
1997 the National Executive of ALGA resolved to undertake an information and training 
project comprising two elements: the conduct of information seminars; and the 
production of resource guides specifically for Local Government.  

The approach that ALGA took was to ask:  

 What does a local Council need to know about native title so that it can 
continue to carry out its responsibilities and continue making decisions 
about land use and management in accordance with the law?  

mailto:library@aiatsis.gov.au
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 What are the appropriate processes for recognising and accommodating 
everyone’s legal rights and interests at least cost?  

Of course, the 1998 amendments to the Native Title Act 1993 (Cmth) made this much 
clearer with the insertion of new provisions relating to agreements.  

With assistance provided by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission 
(ATSIC), ALGA undertook over 70 information seminars throughout Australia aimed at 
providing Councils with an overview of their native title responsibilities and the need to 
manage the risks associated with it.  

With further assistance provided by ATSIC and the addition of a new partner, the 
National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT), ALGA undertook the production of two 
information resources: 

 Working with Native Title: A Practical Guide for Local Government 
(1999); and  

 Working out Agreements: A Practical Guide to Agreements between 
Local Government and Indigenous Australians (1998 & 1999).  

The Working with Native Title Guide provides Councils with a six-step Action Plan for 
incorporating native title into Council’s day-to-day operations, as well as background 
information necessary to have a better understanding of the facts relating to the 
common law recognition of native title.  

The Working out Agreements Guide provides information about how to develop an 
agreement, how to develop the content of an agreement, what is involved in 
implementing the commitments entered into in an agreement, how to review an 
agreement, and case studies on recent agreements.  

Later stages of the project comprised: 
 the preparation of a training program, including the development of 

training materials including card games, board games and other small 
group activities to engage participants in the material; 

 the conduct of over 85 one-day training workshops in all the mainland 
States to enable practitioners to understand the basic facts of native title, 
their responsibilities arising from the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) and how 
to apply the six-step action plan in the Working with Native Title Guide; 

 the provision of specialist assistance to remote Councils who would 
otherwise have difficulty accessing such assistance; 

 the production of a further information kit comprising ten checklists for 
different positions/occupations in Local Government and a second 
edition of an earlier brochure as an aid to applying the six-step action 
plan in the Working with Native Title Guide; 

 the preparation of a series of issues papers addressing specific aspects 
raised by Councils during the workshops or in response to inquiries on 
specific issues. These are not published in hard copy but are posted 
onto the ALGA’s website for general access. 

Over 800 people have participated in the workshops, including:  
 elected representatives (Councillors) in Local Government; 
 Chief Executive officers, senior managers and practitioners in Local 

Government; 
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 solicitors and consultants; 
 representatives of Native Title Representative Bodies and individual 

claimants; 
 ATSIC Regional Councillors and staff; 
 State Government officials from a range of State Government agencies; 
 officials from Federal Government Departments or agencies; 
 academics; 
 infrastructure agencies; 
 pastoralists; and  
 other local community representatives. 

The training workshops were made possible by a partnership between ALGA, ATSIC, 
the NNTT and the Legal Aid Branch of the Federal Attorney-General’s Department. 

The total cost of the project over the four years from 1997 to 2001 is approximately 
$700,000. This includes grant funding, ALGA’s own contributions, revenue from sale of 
the Guides and the conduct of training workshops on a cost recovery basis. The actual 
investment, including in-kind contributions of the partner agencies would be at least 
double this figure. 

What this project demonstrates is: 
 the high costs associated with conducting effective national information 

and training initiatives;  
 the need for partnerships between key agencies to assist local 

communities to come to terms with new responsibilities; and 
 the value of developing a range of resource materials in response to a 

newly developing body of law and statute. 

The feedback from Councils that have benefited from the project has been very positive 
and there is little doubt this project has made a significant contribution to raising the 
level of understanding in local communities about native title and the need to find 
negotiated agreements rather than litigated outcomes. 

Following the completion of the two principal Guides, ATSIC, the NNTT and the Legal 
Aid Branch of the Federal Attorney-General’s Department agreed to fund the 
development and delivery of information seminars and training workshops for local 
government around the country. This was a Joint initiative of  

 the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA),  
 the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC),  
 the National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT),  
 the Legal Aid Branch of the Attorney-General’s Department. 

 

Provenance 

The collection was deposited in the AIATSIS Library by Edward Wensing on 14 March 

2014. 
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Material separated from collection 

Item 8/1/1, Learning about Native Title CD ROM (2 copies), disposition not yet determined, 10 
March 2015. 

Series 15, Items 1-4, Posters, transferred to AIATSIS Library Print Collection. See item list for 
details. 

Series 15, Items 5 & 6, Workshop posters (laminated), located in Map Cabinet 7 (top drawer). 
 

Related Material 

Ed Wensing's papers on his work and interests relating to Canberra planning and development 
issues are at the National Library of Australia (MS 8028, MS Acc98/99, MS Acc98/138,  
MS Acc03/263): 
http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/358895?lookfor=author:(e%20wensing)%20%23[format:Man
uscript]&offset=1&max=1 

For a complete list of works by Edward Wensing, held by the Library, and for other related 

material consult Mura®, the AIATSIS catalogue. 

For access to audiovisual material contact the AIATSIS Audiovisual Archive. 

Important: Before clicking on the links to the catalogue entries please read our sensitivity 

message. 

Archivists note 

The arrangement of Wensing's papers follows the series list which Edward Wensing compiled at 
the time he donated his papers to AIATSIS. 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

Edward George Wensing is a Town Planner, a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Valuers and 
Land Economists, and a Member of the Royal Australian Planning Institute. He worked for the 
National Capital Development Commission from 1973-1985, including in its Planning Division 
from 1979-1985, and has a long standing interest in planning and leasehold issues relating to 
Canberra.  

At the time he accumulated records of the Australian Local Government Association's Native 
Title Project, Ed Wensing was an independent planning and land management consultant 
operating under the name of Planning Integration Consultants Pty Ltd, based in Canberra: 
“Developing holistic and interdisciplinary approaches to local planning and governance in the 
interests of justice, peace and sustainability for present and future generations. Specialising in 

http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/358895?lookfor=author:(e%20wensing)%20%23%5bformat:Manuscript%5d&offset=1&max=1
http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/358895?lookfor=author:(e%20wensing)%20%23%5bformat:Manuscript%5d&offset=1&max=1
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/muraread.html
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/ava.html
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/muraread.html
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/muraread.html
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Native title processes, Land management, Integrated strategic planning, Statutory planning, and 
Infrastructure planning.” (Extract from Ed Wensing's business card, c.1999, MS 5008/1/2/2.) 

Ed Wensing worked for the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) on its Local 
Government Native Title Information and Training Project in various capacities from 1997 to 
2003. During a significant part of that period he was employed by the ALGA as the Native Title 
Project Manager, and in that capacity was responsible for the production of a number of 
resource materials aimed at assisting local government to understand its obligations and 
responsibilities on native title matters.  

He was co-author, with Lucy Macmillan, of Working with native title: a practical guide for local 
government (1999), and, with Auriel Bloomfield, of Working out agreements: a practical guide to 
agreements between local government and Indigenous Australians (1998 & 1999), both 
published by the Australian local Government Association. 

Ed Wensing and Lucy Macmillan conducted information workshops and training seminars right 
around Australia on the implications of native title for local government. They developed training 
modules which were used to conduct their workshops. 

 

Reference: 

National Centre for Indigenous Studies, Australian National University, Biographical entry for Ed 
Wensing, http://ncis.anu.edu.au/people/wensing.php (March 2015). 

 

Back to top 

SERIES DESCRIPTION 

Series 1 Guides to working out agreements between Indigenous Australians and local 
governments 

Series overview. These publications were made publicly available at the time of their production, 
either in hard copy or electronically. 

 
Folder 1/1 Working with Native Title, Perth, Western Australian Municipal Association, n.d. 

(1997), 20pp., published with the support of Western Australian Municipal 
Association, Australian Local Government Association, Council for Aboriginal 
Reconciliation and the National Native Title Tribunal. 

This was the first attempt by local government organisations to develop a resource 
for assisting local government to understand the implications of native title on its 

http://ncis.anu.edu.au/people/wensing.php
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activities. It was produced by the National Native Title Tribunal in consultation with 
Western Australian Municipal Association. - Ed Wensing. 

This title is also held in AIATSIS Library: Call No. P WES. 

Folder 1/2 Item 1. Ed Wensing and Lucy Macmillan (1999), Working with Native Title: A 
practical guide for Local Government, 2nd edition, Copy No.0040, Deakin, ACT, 
Australian Local Government Association, Oct 1999, 344pp., loose leaf, removed 
from ring back binder, published with the support of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Commission (ATSIC) and the National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT). Two 
other copies, Copy Nos.0351 & 0767, destroyed (Feb 2015). 

A 344-page loose leaf folder comprising 6 steps, several appendices of resources 
and additional information together with a digital version of the documents on CD 
disk (MS5008/1/2/2, below). This guide was prepared by Ed Wensing and Lucy 
Macmillan and was funded by ATSIC and the NNTT. - Ed Wensing. 

Title also held in AIATSIS Library: Call No.B A952.40/W1.  

Folder 1/2 Item 2. Ed Wensing and Lucy Macmillan (1999), Working with Native Title: A 
practical guide for Local Government, CD, Quark Vers 3.3 software, Nov 1999 (not 
accessible, 23 Feb 2015), together with Ed Wensing's business card. 

Folder 1/3 Ed Wensing and Auriel Bloomfield, Working out Agreements between Local 
Government & Indigenous Australians: A Practical Guide, 1st edition, Deakin, ACT, 
Australian Local Government Association and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Commission, May 1998, 134pp., loose leaf. 

This guide was written by Ed Wensing, working closely with Auriel Bloomfield, the 
ALGA’s Indigenous Liaison Officer. The 1st edition was written during the period 
when the Parliament was debating Prime Minister Howard’s ‘Ten Point Plan’ to 
amend the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) following the High Court’s Wik decision. - Ed 
Wensing. 

This title is also held in the AIATSIS Library: Call No.B A927.11/W1.  

Folder 1/4 Ed Wensing and Auriel Bloomfield, Working out Agreements between Local 
Government & Indigenous Australians: A Practical Guide, 2nd edition, Deakin, ACT, 
Australian Local Government Association and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Commission, Oct 1999, 124pp., loose leaf. 

Back to top 
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Series 2 Brochures 

Series overview: Publicity pamphlets promoting and advertising the availability of the Guides: 
Working Out Agreements with Indigenous Australians and Working with Native Title. 

 

Folder 2/1 Working out Agreements with Indigenous Australians: A new direction for Local 
Councils, Deakin, ACT, Australian Local Government Association, May 1998, 6pp., 
brochure prepared by ALGA in cooperation with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Commission (3 copies). 

One copy of this title held in the AIATSIS Library: Call No.XX(379544.1). 

Folder 2/2 Working with Native Title: linking native title and Council processes, 1st Edition, 
Deakin, ACT, Australian Local Government Association (ALGA), 1999, 8pp. 
brochure, published with the support of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Commission (ATSIC), Attorney-General’s Department Legal Aid Branch and the 
National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT) (3 copies).  

This brochure was produced following the completion of the 2nd Edition of the 
‘Working with Native Title’ Guide and was used to promote the Guide. - Ed Wensing. 

No copy currently held in the AIATSIS Library. 

Folder 2/3 Working with Native Title: linking native title and Council processes, 2nd Edition, 
Deakin, ACT, Australian Local Government Association (ALGA), April 2002, 22pp., 
brochure, published with the support of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Commission (ATSIC), Attorney-General’s Department and the National Native Title 
Tribunal (NNTT), held in a folder with 10 loose leaf information sheets for different 
positions/occupations in local government, including: Councillor, CEO/General 
Manager, Legal Officer/Advisor, Planner, Development Officer, Property Officer, 
Development Assessment Officer, Environmental Health Inspector, Engineer/Works 
Managers, Ranger and other Field Staff (3 copies). 

This guide was developed and written by Ed Wensing and Lucy Macmillan in close 
cooperation of senior officers from both the NNTT, ATSIC and the Attorney-
General’s Department. It was ALGA’s first attempt at producing a significant 
resource to address local government’s concerns about the impact of native title on 
their statutory functions and responsibilities as a competent local government for 
their communities. This resource would not have been possible without the 
cooperation of those agencies, and the support and co-operation of the State and 
Territory local government associations. - Ed Wensing. 

This title is also held in AIATSIS Library: Call No. P AUS 2002. 

 

Folder 2/4/1 Working Out Agreements. A Practical Guide to Agreements between Local 
Government & Indigenous Australians, 2nd Edition, Deakin, ACT, Australian Local 



MS 5008, Edward Wensing, Australian Local Government Association papers,  

documents and publications on Indigenous issues, 1997-2007. 

 

12 
 

Government Association October 1999, published with the support of the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC).  

This brochure was produced to promote the Working Out Agreements Guide. - Ed 
Wensing. Document not located, 23 Feb 2015. 

Back to top 

 

 
Series 3 ALGA Information Paper series 

Series overview. Australian Local Government Association (ALGA), Information Paper, Nos.1-5, 
1997-1999. The series is subtitled, 'Working with Native Title in Local Government'. 

 

Folder 3/1 Information Paper Series 

Item 3/1/1 E. Wensing, Is Native Title Rateable? ALGA Information Paper No.1, 
Canberra, 1997, 3pp. 

Item 3/1/2 E. Wensing, Managing Native Title, ALGA Information Paper No.2, 
Canberra, 1998, 12pp., and appendices.  

Item 3/1/2a E. Wensing, Managing Native Title, ALGA Information Paper No.2, 
1998, Canberra, 19pp. 

Item 3/1/3 E. Wensing, An overview of the amendments to the Native Title Act 1993 
(Cth), ALGA Information Paper No.3, 1998, Canberra, c.30pp. 

Item 3/1/4 E. Wensing, An Overview of the Agreements Provisions in the Native 
Title Act 1993 (Cth), ALGA Information Paper No.4, Canberra, 1998, c.30pp. 

Item 3/1/5 E. Wensing, Financial Assistance by the Attorney-General in Native Title 
Cases, ALGA Information Paper No. 5, Canberra, 1999, 7pp. 

Back to top 

 

 
Series 4 ALGA Issues Paper series 

Series overview. Australian Local Government Association (ALGA), Issues Paper series, Nos.1-
7, 2000-2002. The series is also titled, Native Title - Issues Paper. 

 

Folder 4/1 ALGA Issues Paper Series 



MS 5008, Edward Wensing, Australian Local Government Association papers,  

documents and publications on Indigenous issues, 1997-2007. 

 

13 
 

Item 4/1/1 E. Wensing, Native Title and Local Government: adopting a precautionary 
approach, ALGA Issues Paper No.1, Canberra, 2000, 4pp. 

Item 4/1/2 E. Wensing & Marisa Menin, Future acts in areas where native title 
holders are unknown, ALGA Issues Paper No.2, Canberra, 2000, 4pp. (also 
published as Issues Paper No.6). With Ed Wensing, Financial assistance by the 
Attorney-General in native title cases, Native Title - Issues Paper No.2, Nov 1999, 
4pp. 

Item 4/1/3 E. Wensing, Following the Future Act processes under the Native Title 
Act 1993 (Cth), ALGA Issues Paper No.3, Canberra; 2000, 7pp. (also published as 
Issues Paper No.5.), together with an earlier draft, An overview of the agreement 
provisions in the Native Title Act, Native Title - Issues Paper No.3, Dec 1998, 8pp. 

Item 4/1/4 E. Wensing, Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAs) involving Local 
Government, ALGA Issues Paper No.4, Canberra, May 2002, 17pp; together with 
update following changes in ILUA provisions, n.d., 13pp.  

Item 4/1/5 E. Wensing, Following the Future Act Processes under the Native Title 
Act 1993 (Cth), ALGA Issues Paper No.5, Canberra, Aug 2000, 5pp.  

Item 4/1/6 E. Wensing & Marisa Menin, Future acts in areas where native title 
holders are unknown, ALGA Issues Paper No.6, Canberra, Aug 2000, 3pp., 
annotated. 

Item 4/1/7 E. Wensing, Compulsory acquisition of native title and compensation: 
issues for local government, ALGA Issues Paper No.7, Canberra, Mar 2003, 20pp., 
with drafts. 

Back to top 

 

 
Series 5 Resources for Training Workshops – Workshop Overheads and Training 
Workbook 

Series overview: Following the completion of the two principal Guides, ATSIC, the NNTT and 
the Legal Aid Branch of the Federal Attorney-General’s Department agreed to fund the 
development and delivery of information seminars and training workshops for local government 
around the country. This was a joint initiative of  

 the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA),  

 the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC),  

 the National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT),  

 and the Legal Aid Branch of the Attorney-General’s Department, in co-operation 
with State and Territory Local Government Associations. 

Authors: Ed Wensing and Lucy Macmillan with assistance from JLS and Associates, Melbourne.  
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Lucy Macmillan and I spent several weeks developing training modules based on the Working 
with Native Title Guide and in the period from 1999 to 2001 we developed five editions of 
Workshop Overheads and Workbooks. A copy of each edition is included in this collection. 
Participants of each training workshop received: 

 a copy of each of the Guides; 

 a copy of all the overheads; 

 a workbook; 

 a copy of each of the brochures. 

Between 1999 and 2003 I conducted over 70 half-day information seminars and over 85 one-
day training workshops in all states and territories (including Tasmania, which was the last one I 
conducted in response to a specific request from the Council in north-west Tasmania).- Ed 
Wensing. 

 
Subseries 5/1 Papers on how the Six-Step Action Plan was developed. 

Folder 5/1/1 ALGA, Drafts of document refining steps to be followed when identifying native 
title, under the following titles: 
Native Title: An Action Plan for Good Governance, Ts., 14pp.;  
Working with Native Title: An Action Plan for Good Governance, Ts., 4pp., 
annotated; 
Working with Native Title: A Practical Guide for Local Government, Ts., 14pp., 
transparencies. 

Folder 5/1/2 Working with Native Title: A Practical Guide for Local Government, pp.33-75, draft 
as at June 1999, but not final. Consists of check list for Actions 1-9, of Step 3,’ 
Identify’. 

Folder 5/1/3 Information File:  
Pt.1, Native Title (ILUA) Registrations, 1999 
Pt.2, 8 Steps to ILUA Registrations 
Pt.3, Body Corporate Agreements 
Pt.4, Area Agreements 
Pt.5, Alternative Procedure Agreements. 

Includes the following National Native Title Tribunal publications:  

 Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAs): Short Guide to ILUA Registration, Jul 
1999, 4pp. 

 Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAs): Body Corporate Agreements, 
Application Booklet, Jul 1999, 24pp. 

 Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAs): Alternative Procedure Agreements, 
Application Booklet, Jul 1999, 24pp. 
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 Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAs): Area Agreements, Application 
Booklet, Jul 1999, 24pp. 

 

Subseries 5/2 Training materials, three modules. ALGA, Working with Native Title: a 
practical guide for local government and Working out Agreements: a practical guide to 
agreements between local government and Indigenous Australians, Training Workshop, July 
2001, as follows: 

Folder 5/2/1 Module 1: The Concepts and Basic Facts and an Action Plan, printouts and 
transparencies (removed from lever-arch binder). 

Folder 5/2/2 Module 2: Future Acts, printouts (removed from lever-arch binder). 

Folder 5/2/3 Module 3: Negotiate Agreements: printouts (removed from lever-arch binder). 

 

Subseries 5/3 Training overheads arranged in Parts 1-4, ALGA, Working with Native Title: a 
practical guide for local government, Training Workshop, Overheads: overheads arranged in 
Parts 1-4, as follows: 

Folder 5/3/1 Module 1, Part 1: The Concepts and Basic Facts, printouts (removed from lever-
arch binder). 

Folder 5/3/2 Module 1, Part 2: Explanation of the Resource Guides, printouts and 
transparencies (removed from lever-arch binder). 

Folder 5/3/3 Module 1, Part 3: Adopting a Precautionary Approach and An Action Plan, 
printouts and transparencies (removed from lever-arch binder). 

Folder 5/3/4 Module 1, Part 4: Does Native Title continue to exist or has it been extinguished? 

Folder 5/3/5 Module 3, Part 1, The Role for Agreements in Relation to Native Title, 
Module 3, Part 2, Unpacking the Guidelines, 
Module 3, Part 3, Exploring the Context, 
Module 3, Part 4, How to Develop an Agreement, 
printouts and transparencies (removed from lever-arch binder). 

Folder 5/3/6 Additional overheads, as follows: 

Item 5/3/6/1 Untitled series of overheads on negotiating agreements and types of 
agreements, c100pp., printouts and transparencies (removed from lever-arch 
binder). 

Item 5/3/6/2 Sundry overheads, including: 'Native Title and Land Rights in NSW', 
NSW Native Title News, Mar 2000; 'Different ways Aboriginal people may access, 
protect and acquire land in NSW'; samples of: -- NNTT Notice of application for 
determination of native title, NNTT Notice of Claim Meeting, Notice of Native Title 
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Authorisation Meeting; Notice of Shire Council Intention to acquire land, WA Dept of 
Land Administration Notice of Intention to Take interest in Land, and others. 

 

Subseries 5/4 Training Workshop Overheads and Workbooks, 5 editions, Nov 1999-Jul 
2001 

Folder 5/4/1 Ed Wensing & Lucy Macmillan, ‘Working with Native Title: a practical guide for 
local government’ and ‘Working Out Agreements: a practical guide to agreements 
between local government and Indigenous Australians’ Training Workshop 
Overheads and Completed Exercises, ALGA, 1st edition, November 1999, 118pp. 

Folder 5/4/2 Ed Wensing & Lucy Macmillan, ‘Working with Native Title: a practical guide for 
local government’ and ‘Working Out Agreements: a practical guide to agreements 
between local government and Indigenous Australians’ Training Workshop 
Workbook, ALGA, 2nd edition, May 2000, 58pp. 

Folder 5/4/3 Ed Wensing & Lucy Macmillan, ‘Working with Native Title: a practical guide for 
local government’ and ‘Working Out Agreements: a practical guide to agreements 
between local government and Indigenous Australians’ Training Workshop 
Overheads and Completed Exercises, ALGA, 2nd edition, May 2000, 117pp. 

Folder 5/4/4 Ed Wensing, Information about Working with Native Title, Planning Integration 
Consultants Pty Ltd, Aug 2000, Ts., p/c, 32pp. 

Folder 5/4/5 Ed Wensing & Lucy Macmillan, ‘Working with Native Title: a practical guide for 
local government’ and ‘Working Out Agreements: a practical guide to agreements 
between local government and Indigenous Australians’, Training Workshop 
Overheads and Completed Exercises, ALGA, 3rd edition August 2000, 162pp. 

Folder 5/4/5 Ed Wensing & Lucy Macmillan, ‘Working with Native Title: a practical guide for 
local government’ and ‘Working Out Agreements: a practical guide to agreements 
between local government and Indigenous Australians’, Training Workshop 
Overheads and Completed Exercises, ALGA, 3rd edition, August 2000, 162pp. 

Folder 5/4/6 Ed Wensing & Lucy Macmillan, ‘Working with Native Title: a practical guide for 
local government’ and ‘Working Out Agreements: a practical guide to agreements 
between local government and Indigenous Australians,’ Training Workshop 
Overheads and Completed Exercises, ALGA, 4th edition, April 2001: 
5/4/6/1 Training Workshop Overheads Part 1, pp.1-50;  
5/4/6/2 Training Workshop Overheads Part 2 (Step 4: Identity), pp.52-85; 
5/4/6/3 Training Workshop Overheads Part 3 (Step 5: Future Acts), pp.86-155; 
5/4/6/4 Training Workshop Overheads Part 4 (Step 6: Negotiate Agreement), 
pp.156-192; 
5/4/6/5 Training Workshop Workbook, 15pp. 
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Folder 5/4/7 Ed Wensing & Lucy Macmillan, ‘Working with Native Title: a practical guide for 
local government’ and ‘Working Out Agreements: a practical guide to agreements 
between local government and Indigenous Australians’, Training Workshop Module 
2, Overheads: Future Acts, ALGA, 5th Edition July 2001, pp.87-145. 

Folder 5/4/8 Ed Wensing & Lucy Macmillan, ‘Working with Native Title: a practical guide for 
local government’ and ‘Working Out Agreements: a practical guide to agreements 
between local government and Indigenous Australians’ Training Workshop, Module 
3, Overheads: Negotiate Agreements, ALGA, 5th Edition July 2001, no page 
numbers, c.80pp. 

Back to top 

 

 

Series 6 Training Kits 

Series overview. 

The Training Kits were not published, but were used extensively in the information seminars and 
training workshops that the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) conducted around 
Australia between 1997 and 2003. 

 

The Training Workshops were kept to a maximum of 25 participants and then broken into five 
tables of five. Each table was given a training kit. The contents of the kit were designed to give 
the participants a learning exercise to help them grapple with the basic facts and concepts, the 
scenarios where native title may be an issue and the correct processes to follow to ensure that 
Council managed the risks accordingly.  

 

Folder 6/1 Training Kit, 1997-2003. [5 kits transferred. One only retained.] Each training kit, 
comprises the following cards:  

 A set of 8 green and 8 yellow cards for matching dates and particular events 
relating to native title. 

 A set of 5 pink and 5 blue cards for matching particular terms relating to past 
acts, future acts and intermediate period acts and their corresponding definitions. 

 A set of 5 cream cards, one for each of five possible scenarios where native title 
may be a consideration and how native title can be incorporated into council’s 
processes and 1 large plastic covered sheet showing the five scenarios. 

 A set of 6 large plastic sheets with the title ‘How are native title matters 
resolved?’ with three columns: ‘Resolution Option’; ‘Key Features’; and 
‘Circumstances’. [Not located, 4 Feb 2015.] 

 A set of 6 pink cards and 6 blue cards for matching with the columns on the 
above card under ‘Key Features’ and ‘Circumstances’. 
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 A set of 5 yellow cards, five pink cards and five blue cards for identifying the 
Who, How and When of procedural rights for Future Acts.  

 Together with a set of the following A4 cards:  

 'A Native Title Timeline' (page 15 of the Working with Native Title Guide); 

 'The Six-Step Action Plan' (page 57 of the Working with Native Title Guide); 

 A pink sheet and a blue sheet ‘Some Basic facts about Native Title’; 

 Overview of the Claimant Process (page 270 of the Working with Native Title 
Guide); 

 'Main steps in the native title application' (page 100 of the Working with Native 
Title Guide); 

 Conceptual diagram of the interface or comparison between Anglo-Australian 
and Indigenous Australian laws and customs.  

 'When does the right to negotiate or the right to be consulted apply in relation to 
compulsory acquisition?'  

 One card each for Scenario 1, Scenario 2, Scenarios 3 and 4, and Scenario 5 for 
incorporating native title into Council processes and the relevant steps in the 6-Step 
Action Plan in the Working with Native Title Guide. 

 Five cards on Procedural Rights, one each for: 'Same as a Freeholder', 'Right to 
Negotiate', 'Right to be Consulted', 'Opportunity to Comment', and 'No Procedural 
Rights'. 

 One green card on ‘Good Governance’. 

Back to top 

 

 

Series 7 Photo Albums 

Series overview. Photos of local government workshops and events. These photos were taken 
by Ed Wensing or by a professional photographer hired by the Australian Local Government 
Association. The copyright of these photos would most probably lie with the Australian Local 
Government Association (ALGA). 

 

Folder 7/1 Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation, Treaty Conference, “Walking Together”, 1999. 
c.100 prints in sleeves in one album. No captions with prints. Photographs by Irene 
Lorbergs. 

Folder 7/2 Launch of the Working with Native Title Guide (Western Australian Municipal 
Association, 1998) at Parliament House, Canberra, 1998: 40 prints in sleeves in one 
album. No captions with prints, but many photographs feature David Curtis, ATSIC 
Commissioner. Photographs by Irene Lorbergs. 
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Folder 7/3 Launch of Working with Native Title Guide (ALGA, ATSIC, and NNTT, 2nd ed., 1999) 
at Parliament House, Canberra, 1999: c.100 prints in sleeves in one album. No 
captions with prints. Photographs by Irene Lorbergs. 

Folder 7/4 Photos of various Local Government native title information seminars or training 
workshops events around Australia, including : Mackay Reconciliation Conference, 
Aug 1998; Warringah Council, signing of tripartite agreement, September 1998; 
signing of The Redland/Quandamooka agreement August 1997; MSJ [?} and EW 
[Ed Wensing] at Karratha Airport WA October 1998; Native Title Seminar, Perth, Oct 
1998; Native Title Seminar, Bunbury, Oct 1998; Native Title Seminar, Kalgoorlie, Oct 
1998; NSW Local Government Reference Group, Bourke, Oct 1998; ALGA 
anniversary, n.d.; Point Pearce, SA, Apr 2000. c.66 prints. Photographs taken by Ed 
Wensing. 

Back to top 

 

 

Series 8 Learning about Native Title 

Series overview: Equity Toolbox 2002: development of an on-line and CD ROM Training 
Resource. 

 

Subseries 8/1 Learning about Native Title. A red plastic folder of materials, including:  

Folder 8/1/1 Learning about Native Title: an online content development initiative within the 
Australian Flexible Learning Framework for the National VET System 2000-2004, © 
Australian National Training Authority, 2002: CD ROM (2 copies, one transferred to 
the AIATSIS Library Collection), developed by a project team consisting of Nick 
Crosling (Australian local Government Training Board), Ed Wensing (consultant to 
Australian Local Government Association on native title matters), Anne Walsh 
(Fraynework Multimedia), Tanya Tankard and Therese McAleese (Swinburne 
University of Technology), in consultation with an Indigenous Reference Group 
consisting of Mitch Dunnett (District Council of Ceduna, SA), Gail Beck (City of 
Melville, WA), Bronwyn Warner (Central Queensland Aboriginal Land Council), 
Daryl Pearce (SW Aboriginal Land and Sea Council, WA), Fred Tanner (Office of 
the Commission for Equal Opportunity, SA), Charlie Jia (Australian Indigenous 
Training Advisory Council) and Tony Johnson (ATSIC), with information leaflet, 1p, 
and related publicity material, 2002, as follows: 

 Equity toolboxes: an online product development initiative within the Australian 
Flexible Learning Framework in VET 2000-2004, August 2002, 8pp., bound. 

 ‘Teaching tool box goes on line, makes details of native title easier to grasp’, CT, 

26 May 2003. 

 ‘Native Title toolbox wins national award’, ALGT Newsletter, No.12, Aug 2003. 
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 Ed Wensing, ‘Learning about Native Title’: an online and CD Rom Learning 
Resource, 2002, Ts., 2pp. 

See also: Ed Wensing, 'Learning about Native Title: An Online and CD ROM 
Learning Resource', Indigenous Law Bulletin, 5(23), 2003, p.5. 

Subseries 8/2 Development of Learning about Native Title. A box of loose papers spanning the 
period from the application for funding to produce the online training package in 2001 to the final 
report of the project in October 2002. (Personal records of Ed Wensing.) 

Folder 8/2/1 Australian Local Government Training and National Indigenous Training Advisory 
Council application for funding Working with Native Tile: Online Training Support 
Material, Oct 1999-Jun 2001, including: 

 Wensing (Consultant to ALGA on native title matters) to Nick Crosling (Executive 
Officer, Australian Local Government Training), 13 Oct 1999, re ALGA’s Native Title 
Information and Training Project. 

 Wensing to Larry Steel, re LG competency standards relevant to native title, 20 
Jun 2000. 

 Wensing to Klim Gollan (National Native Title Tribunal), re on-line products to 
support Indigenous learners – local government qualifications and native title, 29 
Mar 2001. 

 Wensing to Parry Agius (Manager, Native Title Unit, Aboriginal Legal Rights 
Movement, Adelaide), as above, 3 Apr 2001. 

 Australian National Training Authority, National Strategy. Partners in a Learning 
Culture: Australia’s National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Strategy for 
vocational education & training 2000-2005, extracts, c.10pp. 

 Victorian Dept of Education, Employment and Training (ETTE), Call for Tenders: 
Online Products to Support Indigenous Learners, Apr 2001, c.20pp., annotated. 

 Letters of support for the proposed online project from the Commonwealth  
Attorney-General’s Department, ALGA, National Native Title Tribunal, ATSIC, the 
Australian Indigenous Training Advisory Council (AITAC) and the Aboriginal Legal 
Rights Movement, Apr 2001. 

 Victorian ETTE to Nick Crosling, confirming that the online project has been 
recommended for funding and requesting further details, 22 May 2001. 

 Wensing & Swinburne University, re production of the project, 25-30 May 2001. 

 Christine Howes re KooriNet & Indigenous web use, 8 Jun 2001. 

 Vivienne Blanksby (Vic ETTE) to Crosling, confirming funding and arranging for 
contract, 13 Jun 2001. 

 Wensing to Crosling, re terms of reference for Indigenous Reference Group, 18 
Jun 2001. 

Folder 8/2/2 Agreements. 
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 MoU between National Training Ltd and Planning Integration Consultants Pty 
Ltd, n.d. 

 Draft MoU between Swinburne University of Technology TAFE Division and 
Fraynework Multimedia, 2 Jul 2001. 

Folder 8/2/3 Project Indigenous Reference Group – Terms of Reference and invitations to 
participate, Jul-Aug 2001, together with:  

 Agenda and record of Indigenous Reference Group meeting, 9 Aug 2001; 

 Agenda and record of Indigenous Reference Group meeting, 2 Nov 2001; 

 Agenda for Indigenous Reference Group meeting, 5 Aug 2002. 

Folder 8/2/4 Correspondence and working papers re development of online product, including 
records of Project Steering Committee meetings, Jul-Oct 2001. 

 Correspondents include: Terese McAleese (Swinburne), Mark McMahon (Edith 
Cowan University), Nick Crosling (Australian Local Government Training), Tanya 
Tankard (Swinburne), Vivienne Blanksby (Vic ETTE), Anne Walsh (Fraynework), 
Hugh Chevis (National Native Title Tribunal), Jocelyn Davies (Adelaide University). 

Folder 8/2/5 Correspondence and working papers re development of online product, Nov -Dec 
2001. 

 Correspondents include: Rodney Spark (Chair, National Online Product Steering 
Group, Vic ETEE), and those listed above. 

Folder 8/2/6 Correspondence and working papers re development of online product, Jan -Aug 
2002. 

 Correspondents include: Vince O’Rourke (AITAC), Anne Walsh, Mark McMahon, 
Tanya Tankard, Nick Crosling, Ian Chalmers (Chief Executive, ALGA), Nadja Mack 
(Western Yalangi), Hugh Soord (WestOne Services, WA), Anne Walsh. 

 Also includes ALGA, Glossary of Native Title Terms, 1999. 

Folder 8/2/7 Correspondence and working papers re development of online product, Sep 2002-
Apr 2003, and some undated documents. 

Folder 8/2/8 Toolboxes. National Online Products to Support Targeted Equity Groups – 
Induction Workshop, 21 Jun 2001. (Ed Wensing’s folder, annotated.) 

Folder 8/2/9 Conservation and Land Management Training Package (DNR Group Pty Ltd, 
Glenelg South, SA): course and unit descriptions (draft document), c.Oct 2000. 

Folder 8/2/10 Sample National Native Title Tribunal press notices of native title claims, 2001-
2002 (press cuttings from Koori Mail and photocopies of them). 

Folder 8/2/11 Online Equity Projects – Reports: 

 Ed Wensing (Planning Integration Consultants Pty Ltd), Online training support 
material for Indigenous learners Working with Native Title, Progress Report 16 
August 2001, Ts., 2pp. 
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 Ed Wensing (Planning Integration Consultants Pty Ltd), Online training support 
material for Indigenous learners Working with Native Title, Progress Report June 
2002, Ts., 4pp. 

 Nick Crosing, Online Products for Equity Groups, Final Report: Learning about 
Native Title, 23 October 2002, Ts., 12pp. 

Back to top 

 

 

Series 9 Copies of local agreements 

Series overview: In the period leading up to the completion of the guide, I collected as many 
copies of agreements, memoranda of understanding, statements of acknowledgement and 
other similar statements from local government that I could find. I travelled the country delivering 
information seminars and training workshops for local government and I travelled with this folder 
of agreements. This was before the day of the web and message sticks! All of these 
agreements were shared with Marcia Langton’s Agreements, Treaties, and Negotiated 
Settlements data base for inclusion in the data base, http://www.atns.net.au/. – Ed Wensing. 

Re copyright, Ed Wensing stated that: “All of the following documents were made publicly 
available by the local Council that prepared the documents. I only collected what was available 
and on the public record.” 

 

Folder 9/1 Copies of various local government agreements on native title and related matters: 

Item 9/1/1 National Native Title Tribunal, Indigenous land Use Agreements, 1 sheet, 
July 2001; together with ALGA, Working out Agreements with Indigenous 
Australians: a new direction for local councils, May 1998, 6pp. 

Item 9/1/2 ALGA, ATSIC, AIATSIS, CAR, Media Release, Local and Regional 
Agreements – A Practical Path to Reconciliation, 3 Jun 1998, 2pp.; with ALGA, 1997 
National General Assembly of Local Government, Media Release, Local 
Government passes unanimous decisions for Indigenous rights at Assembly, with a 
copy of the resolution and minute, 3pp.; 1996 National General Assembly of Local 
Government, National Statement of Community Tolerance, 1p., with a Municipal 
Association of Victoria leaflet, National Local Government Policy Positions [on 
aboriginal matters], for endorsement by the 1996 ALGA National Assembly, 1p.  

Item 9/1/3 Quandamooka Land Council Aboriginal Corporation and Redland Shire 
Council Native Title Process Agreement, 14 August 1997. cf. Agreements, Treaties 
and Negotiated Settlements (ATNS) database at http://www.atns.net.au/ 

Item 9/1/4 Broome Shire Council Interim Agreement 1996. 

http://www.atns.net.au/
http://www.atns.net.au/
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Item 9/1/5 City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder Reconciliation Committee, leaflet, 2005. 

Item 9/1/6 Ipswich City Council, Community and Cultural Services Department, 
Indigenous Australian Accord, June 1998, 20pp.; with Sharon Parsons, Ipswich City 
Council Indigenous Australian Accord Development Process (as at 13/12/96), 9pp., 
and attachments. 

Item 9/1/7 Agreement between the ACT Government and ACT Native Title Claim 
Groups 2001 

Item 9/1/8 City of Port Phillip, Memorandum of Understanding with our Indigenous 
Community, 11 March 1999, 35pp. (2 copies) 

Item 9/1/9 Shire of Carpentaria, PJC Public Hearing 3/7/00 – Mediation Model #1, 
draft Protocol concerning a consultation process about the use of land and waters 
within the Shire of Carpentaria, 10 March 2000, 4pp. 

 

Folder 9/2 Copies of various local government agreements on native title and related matters: 

Item 9/2/10 Summary of the in-principle agreement between the Wotjobaluk and the 
State Government of Victoria, n.d., 3pp. 

Item 9/2/11 Native Title Process Agreement between the Municipals Association of 
Victoria and Mirimbiak Nations Aboriginal Corporation 1998, Jun 1998, 8pp., and 
draft, 15 May 1998, 8pp. 

Item 9/2/12 Protocol for the Negotiation of a Native Title Framework Agreement for 
Victoria, State of Victoria, ATSIC and Mirimbiak Nations Aboriginal Corporation, n.d., 
7pp. 

Item 9/2/13 Justice and Equity for All: Case Studies: 'Working out the 
Redland/Quandamooka Native Title Process Agreement', pp.37-38, 'Bibaal Billa 
ATSIC Regional Council and 53 Local Authorities (NSW) Productive Partnerships', 
pp.39-40; 'Eurobodalla Shire Council (NSW) Promoting Education and Quiet 
Reason', pp.41-42; 'Ipswich City Council Indigenous Australian Accord', pp.43-44. 

Item 9/2/14 Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW, A guide for 
developing a Statement of Commitment between Local Government and Aboriginal 
& Torres Strait Islander Communities, Mar 1997, 8pp. 

Item 9/2/15 Memorandum of Understanding between Eden Local Aboriginal land 
Council and Bega Valley Shire Council, 8 Mar 2001, 2pp. 

Item 9/2/16 Warringah Council. How to develop, implement and review agreements 
between Local Government and Indigenous Australian, Part 7, Case Studies 
Proforma using Warringah Council and the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land 
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Council as examples, 7pp.; together with Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council 
– Warringah Council – Brookvale Valley Community Group, Agreement for Land 
Management, 1999, 5pp.; and Justice and Equity for All, Case Study: 'Warringah 
Council (NSW) Consultation. Documents and Agreements', pp.45-46; with Working 
out the tripartite agreement the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council, 
Warringah Council and the Brookvale Valley Community Group, 15 Jun 1999, 2pp. 

Item 9/2/17 Mackay City Council. Land Use Agreement between the State of 
Queensland, Birri Gubba People, Wiri/Yuwiburra People, Yuibera People and the 
Wirri/Yuwiburra People, 1999, 3pp. 

Item 9/2/18 Central Queensland Aboriginal Land Council, Planning Scheme 
Submissions Kit, Dec 1997, 59pp. 

Item 9/2/19 Cape York Heads of Agreement … between the Cape York Land 
Council and the Peninsula Regional Council of ATSIC, representing the traditional 
owners on Cape York Peninsula, and the Cattlemen's Union of Australia Inc, 
representing the pastoralists on Cape York Peninsula, and the Australian 
Conservation Foundation and the Wilderness Society, representing environmental 
interests in land use on Cape York Peninsula, 5 Feb 1996, pp.404-406. 

Item 9/2/20 Crescent Head Agreement...between the State of NSW and Mary-Lou 
Buck of Kempsey (the Native Title Claimant) and the NSW Aboriginal Land Council, 
9 Oct 1996, 6pp. 

 

Folder 9/3 Copies of various local government agreements on native title and related matters: 

Item 9/3/21 Commitment to Indigenous People by the Cities of Banyule, 
Manningham, Whitehorse and the Shire of Nillumbik, 13 Mar 1997, 4pp. 

Item 9/3/22 City of Banyule, Aboriginal reconciliation Statement and Heritage Study, 
Dec 1997, 5pp. 

Item 9/3/23 Council of the Shire of Cardwell Local Planning Policy (Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage and Land Interests), n.d., 15pp. 

Item 9/3/24 City of Bunbury, A Commitment to Nyungar People, 6 Sep 1994, 1p. 

Item 9/3/25 District Council of Ceduna, Council belong to Aboriginal People Too 
Best Practice, c. Mar 1998, 5pp., together with Joint Council Agreement between 
the Wangka Wilurrara Regional Council (WWRC) and the District Council of Ceduna 
(DCC), c. Apr 2002, 17pp. 

Item 9/3/26 Cowra Shire Council, Local Agreement between the Cowra Shire 
Council and Aboriginal Community, Report by the Aboriginal Consultative 
Committee, 7 May 1997, approved by Cowra Shire Council, 26 May 1997, 12pp.  
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Item 9/3/27 Council of the City of Greater Dandenong, Commitment to Indigenous 
Australians, 7 Jul 1997, 1p. 

Item 9/3/28 Darebin City Council, Aboriginal Reconciliation, n.d. (1997), 4pp., with 
press cutting. 

Item 9/3/29 Eurobodalla Shire Council, A Commitment to Indigenous Australians, 
n.d., 1p; with Eurobodalla Shire Council Interoffice Memorandum, re. Local 
agreement between Eurobodalla Shire Council and Aboriginal community, 20 Aug 
1998, 10pp.; and NSW Department of Local Government and Local Government 
and Shires Associations of NSW, Report on the Survey of Service Provision by 
Local Government to Aboriginal Communities: Eurobodalla Shire Council, 1997, 
9pp., with cover note, 29 Jan 1998, 1p. 

Item 9/3/30 City of Greater Geelong. Mayor, Cr Gerry Smith, to Chairperson and 
Elders of the Wathaurong Aboriginal Cooperative, re planting 'Referendum' Tree, 7 
Jul 1997, 1p.; with attached City of Port Phillip, Civic Protocol for Public Council 
Functions/Events: A Commitment to Indigenous Australians, n.d., 2pp.; Geelong 
City Council, Aboriginal Planning Development Protocol: land use and development 
impact on Aboriginal heritage sites, n.d., 4pp.; and Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Management and Protection Development Planning Protocol … agreement between 
Greater Geelong City Council and Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative Ltd, 2000, 
5pp. 

Item 9/3/31 Glenorchy City Council, Commitment to Aboriginal Australians, n.d., 1p. 

Item 9/3/32 Port Stephens Council and Worimi Traditional Owners, Hunter 
commitment to Indigenous Australians, Dec 1993, 1p.  

Item 9/3/33 Kempsey Shire Council, Statement of Commitment, n.d., 1p.  

Item 9/3/34 Kogarah Municipal Council, Statement of Commitment, 1998, 1p. 

 

Folder 9/4 Copies of various local government agreements on native title and related matters: 

Item 9/4/35 Lismore City Council, Building Bundjalong Cultural Bridges: Strategic 
Plan 1996/97, prepared by the Project Steering Committee for the Local 
Government Development Programme, May 1996, 5pp. 

Item 9/4/36 Maribyrnong City Council, Towards Reconciliation: Acknowledgement 
Ceremony National Aboriginal Reconciliation Week, 29 May 1998, with Statement of 
Commitment to Reconciliation with Indigenous Australians and Towards 
Reconciliation Action Plan 1998-2001, May 1998, 8pp. 

Item 9/4/37 City of Melbourne, Statement of Commitment to Indigenous Australians 
by the City of Melbourne, 1997, 4pp. 
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Item 9/4/38 Moonee Valley City Council, National Reconciliation Week, 1998, 1p., 
with City of Mooney Valley Statement of Apology, n.d. (1998?), 1p. 

Item 9/4/39 Moreland Council, Multicultural Development Policy, Moreland Council's 
Commitment, n.d., 2pp. 

Item 9/4/40 Newcastle City Council, A Commitment by Newcastle City Council To 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of the City of Newcastle, n.d., 1p.; 
Newcastle City Council Commitment to Indigenous Australians, 23 Nov 1993, 2pp.; 
Lord Mayoral Minute, re Draft Revised Commitment by the Newcastle City Council 
to Indigenous Australians of the City of Newcastle, 20 May 1997; Draft Terms of 
Reference, Newcastle City Council Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory 
Panel, 1998, 5pp. 

Item 9/4/41 Nillumbik Shire Council, Apology and Commitment to Aboriginal 
Reconciliation, 1998, 8pp.; A Treaty between Nillumbik Shire Council and 
Wurundjeri Elders, 20 Mar 2001, pp.364-367 of Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of 
Council. 

Item 9/4/42 The Wellington Common Agreement between the Wiradjuri Wellington 
Town Common Committee (Aboriginal Corporation), who applied for determination 
of native title on the Wellington Town Common, and others, 8 Feb 1995, 3pp. 

Item 9/4/43 Parkes Shire Council, Commitment to Indigenous Australians, n.d., 1p. 

Item 9/4/44 City of Whyalla, Statement of Commitment, n.d., 1p. 

Item 9/4/45 Shire of Yarra Ranges, To Indigenous Australians, Statement of 
Apology, Statement of Commitment, Sep 1997, 1p.  

Item 9/4/46 City of Yarra, Aboriginal Recognition Statement, n.d., 2pp. 

Item 9/4/47 City of Ballarat, press release, Council Forges Closer Links with 
Indigenous Community, 14 Apr 2003, 1p. 

Item 9/4/48 Frankston City Council, Indigenous Issues (newsletter), Sep 2003, 2pp. 

Item 9/4/49 Bayside City Council, Statement of Commitment to Indigenous 
Australians, 17 Jun 2002, 1p., with Indigenous issues and Reconciliation Strategy, 
Draft 2, 30 Jun 2002, 5pp. 

Item 9/4/50 Shire of Derby West Kimberley, Agreement – An Aboriginal – Local 
Government Councils Alliance, between Shire of Derby/West Kimberley and Looma 
Community Incorporated, for the provision of delivery of Local Government services 
to the Looma Aboriginal Community, Jul 2000, 18pp., with Native Title Process 
Agreement between the Nyikina Mangala People and the Shire of Derby West 
Kimberley, Mar 2004, 12pp. 
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Series 10 ALGA, National Local Government Native Title Information and Training Project 
files 

Series overview:  

Files on native land title matters, mainly documenting ALGA training workshops, submissions, 
advice or assistance on native title matters, and drafts of conference papers by Wensing. All of 
the following files were generated by Ed Wensing as the ALGA’s Native Title Project Manager 
or as a Consultant to ALGA. Some of the contents of the files includes publicly available 
documents. In the main, they contain correspondence with external parties seeking advice or 
assistance from ALGA. 

Folder 10/1/1 ALGA File 600-1-42, Native Title Project Management Group, Part 1, Mar-Jun 
2000, includes: 

 Statements of income and expenditure; 

 Notes on Project management Group meetings; 

 ALGA, National Local Government Native Title Information and Training Project, 
Submission for Joint Funding to the Federal Attorney-General's Department, 
National Native Title Tribunal and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Commission, Apr 2000, 6pp. 

Folder 10/1/2 ALGA File 600-1-42, Native Title Project Management Group, Part 2, May 2000-
Sep 2002, includes: 

 Local Government Native Title Information and Training Project, Annual Report 
1999-2000, Oct 2000, 3pp, and attachments. 

 A report on training workshops held in NSW October 2000, 17pp. 

 A report on training workshops in Queensland and WA in Nov/Dec 1999 and 
Victoria February 2000, 4pp. 

 A report on training workshops in SA from 31 May to 7 June 2000, 5pp. 

 A report on five training workshops held in NSW October 2000, 23 Oct 2000, 
9pp., & attachments. 

 A report on a second round of training workshops in Western Australia, 
June/September 2000, 3pp. 

 Notes on Project Management Group meetings 

 Ed Wensing, memo to Cr Ross, ALGA Presdient, re emerging issues in relation 
to procedural rights under the native Title Act 1993 (Cth), 19 Apr 2001, 7pp. 

 ALGA, National Native Title Information and Training Project, Application for 
assistance with the delivery of training in Queensland, n.d., 6pp. 
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 Ed Wensing, Native title: local government's national response, 2002, 4pp., and 
attachments. 

Folder 10/2 ALGA, Working Out Agreements – early drafts, 1997-1998. 

Folder 10/3 Miscellaneous Presentations, 1998-2002, includes: 

 Ed Wensing, Text of address delivered to 'Working with Native Title' for the 
Women's Planning Network Victoria Inc, Melbourne, 22 May 1998, Ts., annotated, 
22pp. 

 Ed Wensing, Text of address delivered to The Environment Institute Darwin 15 
June 1998, Ts., annotated, 22pp. 

 Ed Wensing, The Ten Point Plan – The Dispossession Continues, a paper for an 
Occasional Seminar of the National Environmental law Association, ACT Division, 
Canberra, 24 July 1997, Ts., annotated, 9pp. 

 Ed Wensing, Native Title: Can it be regulated? (The implications of native title for 
land management), Royal Australian Planning Institute, Queensland Division 
Inaugural Keeble Lecture, Brisbane, 12 Aug 1997, Ts., 32pp., and attachments. 

 Ed Wensing, Native Title: new challenges for planners, delivered at the Annual 
Conference of the NSW Division of the Royal Australian Planning Institute, 254 Sep 
1998, Ts., 26pp. 

 Ed Wensing, Address delivered on behalf of Cr John Ross, ALGA President, at 
ATSIC National Treaty Conference, Canberra, 28 Aug 2002, Ts., 8pp. 

Folder 10/4 Articles for various Local Government Journals, 1997-2006, includes: 

 Lucy Macmillan and Ed Wensing, 'Local Government – working with native title', 
Local Government Law Journal, 4:3, Feb 1999. 

 Ed Wensing and Lucy Macmillan, 'Working with Native Title: linking native title 
and council processes, Australian Construction Law Newsletter, No.68, Oct/Nov 
1999, pp.25-29. 

 Ed Wensing and Lucy Macmillan, 'Working with Native Title: Linking native title 
with council processes', Local Government Law Journal, 5:2, Dec 1999. 

 Marisa Menin and Ed Wensing, Future acts in areas where native title holders 
are unknown, 28 Jun 2000, Ts., draft. 

 Ed Wensing, Native title and local government: adopting a precautionary 
approach, n.d., Ts., 4pp. 

 Ed Wensing, What do environmental health officers need to know about native 
title? Adopting a precautionary approach, Nov 2000, Ts., 5pp. 

 Mary Rose Liverani, 'Local government moves to normalise native title' [re launch 
of Working with Native Title Guide], Law Society Journal (NSW), 38:7, Aug 2000, 
pp.64-67, with Phillip Mansfield, 'ALGA guides vital aids to councils on native title 
issues (review of the Guides), pp.66-67. 
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 Ed Wensing, Linking native title and council processes, initially presented at 
“Cutting Edge of Change Shaping Local Government for the 21st Century”, Armidale, 
Feb 2002, Ts., 12pp. 

Folder 10/5 South Australia District Councils of Yorke Peninsula, Barunga West, Copper Coast 
and Wakefield Regional Council, re Yorke Peninsula Indigenous Land Use 
Agreement, 2000-2004. 

Folder 10/6 South Australian Local Government Association, re Community Land – Discussion 
Paper and Classification and Management Plans, 2000-2002. 

Folder 10/7 South Australia, 2000 to 2001. 

Folder 10/8 City of Port Phillip, Vic, 2000. 

Folder 10/9 Foundation for Aboriginal and Islander Research Action (FAIRA), Traditional Owner 
Workshop on Native Title Agreements with local Government, 4 February 2000. 

Folder 10/10 Brisbane City Council, Qld, 2000. 

Folder 10/11 AIATSIS Paper, 1998-2000 (This is Ed Wensing's file about his paper, Comparing 
Native Title and Anglo-Australian Land Law: Two Different Timelines, Two Different 
Cultures and Two Different Laws, Oct 2000, 14pp. This file contains drafts of the 
paper and advice from AIATSIS rejecting the paper for publication as part of its 
Native Title Discussion Papers series.)  

Folder 10/12 South Australia Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement: Ed Wensing, Local 
Government in South Australia: an Information Paper for the Native Title Unit 
Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement Inc., Adelaide, 15 Aug 2001, on Local 
Government in South Australia, 2001. 

Folder 10/13 Queensland, 2001. 

Folder 10/14 Northern Territory, 2001. 

Folder 10/15 New South Wales, 2001. 

Folder 10/16 Victoria. Wensing's correspondence with Victorian municipal and State authorities 
re native title matters, Dec 2000-Jul 2001, together with: 

 Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV), Native Title Training papers, May 2002, 
and MAV Local Government Indigenous Network meeting papers and circulars 

 ALGA, Working with Native Title Working out Agreements: A one day training 
workshop : Part 2, Future Acts, n.d. 

 Recognition and Respect: Labor's Policy for Indigenous Victorians, n.d. 
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 Aboriginal Affairs Victoria, Indigenous Partnership Strategy: Natural Resources 
and Environment, n.d. 

 Working with Native Title & Working out Agreements, Update of State Regimes, 
20 Apr 2001, Ts., 4pp. 

Folder 10/17 Local Government Ministers’ Conference, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Reconciliation Action Plan, drafts, 7 & 17 Oct 2001, with comments by Prue Digby 
(Executive Director, Local Government Division, Victorian Department of 
Infrastructure), 11 Dec 2001, Ts., p/c, 3pp. 

Folder 10/18 Australian Local Government Association, Submission to the Parliamentary Joint 
Committee on Native Title and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Land Fund, 
Inquiry into Indigenous Land Use Agreements, October 2000, Ts., 9pp., together 
with related correspondence and the following documents: 

 Ed Wensing, Native title and local government: adopting a precautionary 
approach, ALGA Issues Paper No.1, Aug 2000, Ts., 4pp. 

 Ed Wensing, Future Acts in areas where native title holders are unknown, ALGA 
Issues Paper No.2, Jun 2000, Ts., 3pp. 

 Ed Wensing, Following the future Act process under the Native Title Act 1993 
(CTH), ALGA Issues Paper No.3, Aug 2000, Ts., 5pp. 

 Commonwealth of Australia, Proof Committee Hansard, Joint Committee on 
Native Title and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Land Fund, Reference: 
inquiry into Indigenous land use agreements, Monday, 2 April 2001, transcript, 
NT231-256. 

 Ed Wensing, PJC on Native Title and the ATSI Land Fund Inquiry into 
Indigenous land use agreements (ILUAs) Round Table, Canberra, 2 Apr 2001, 
Briefing for Cr. John Ross, President ALGA, 30 Mar 2001, Ts., 2pp.  

 Ed Wensing (Planning Integration Consultants Pty Ltd), A Selection of material 
used in the ALGA's Native Title and Agreements Training Workshops, presented to 
the committee at its public hearing in Canberra 9 November 2000, Ts., p/c, 27pp. 

 Oliver Gilkerson (MacDonnells Solicitors, Brisbane), Operation of the Native Title 
Act: Inquiry into Indigenous Land Use Agreements, Submission No.1, 15 Aug 2000, 
Ts., 9pp., annotated. 

 Marita Stinton (Senior Legal Officer, Cape York Land Council), Operation of the 
Native Title Act: Inquiry into Indigenous Land Use Agreements, Submission No.2, 6 
Oct 2000, Ts., 9pp. 

 John Catlin (A/Manager, Negotiations, Native Title and Strategic Issues, Ministry 
of the Premier and Cabinet, WA), Operation of the Native Title Act: Inquiry into 
Indigenous Land Use Agreements, Submission No.3, 26 Oct 2000, Ts., 6pp. 

 Brian Wyatt (Director, Goldfields Land Council, Kalgoorlie), Operation of the 
Native Title Act: Inquiry into Indigenous Land Use Agreements, Submission No.5, 2 
Nov 2000, Ts., 2pp. 
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 Submission by the State of South Australia to the Parliamentary Joint Committee 
on Native Title and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Land Fund, Inquiry into 
the operation and effectiveness of Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAs), Oct 
2000, Ts., 9pp. 

 ALGA, Native Title and Agreements Information and Training Project, 
Background Information, n.d., Ts., 9pp. 

Folder 10/19 Conferences, as follows: 

 National Environmental Law Association Conference, Townsville, 30-31 August 
2001: conference program and list of attendees, together with related 
correspondence with Ed Wensing and Wensing's paper, Planning with Native Title in 
Western Australia: Recent Experiences in Broome, 26pp., plus references. 

 2nd Annual Native Title Representative Bodies Legal Conference, Townsville, 28-
30 August 2001, conference program and abstracts of papers to be presented. 

Folder 10/20/1 District Council of Ceduna, SA, Native Title Audit 2001, Part 1, as follows: 

 Ed Wensing (Planning Integration Consultants Pty Ltd), Native Title Audit for the 
District Council of Ceduna, Canberra, Planning Integration Consultants Pty Ltd , Jan 
2001, Ts., 63pp., bound. 

 Ed Wensing (Planning Integration Consultants Pty Ltd), Learning to Work with 
Native Title: A training workshop for Stakeholders in Ceduna, presented by Ed 
Wensing, Consultant to Local Government on native title matters, Ceduna, 12 & 13 
December 2000, Ts., 42pp. 

 Model Protocol to Guide consultation and negotiation for reaching agreement on 
native title and Aboriginal cultural heritage matters, n.d., Ts., c.10pp. 

 Planning SA, Development Act 1993, Ceduna (DC) Development Plan, 
Consolidated 15 June 2000, Ts., 104pp., plus maps. 

Folder 10/20/2 District Council of Ceduna, SA, Native Title Audit 2001, Part 2, correspondence 
and additional papers, including: 

 District Council of Ceduna, Minutes of ordinary meeting, 9 Nov 2000, Ts., 12pp. 

 District Council of Ceduna, Officer Report from Manager Corporate Services, re 
Community Land – Classification and Management Plans, 14 Dec 2000, Ts., 7pp., 
annotated. 

 Janet Gould & Associates Pty Ltd, Adelaide, Local Councils Belong to Aboriginal 
People 2 A New Strategy, June 2000, Draft Report, Ts., 101pp., appendices. 

Folder 10/21 Town of Port Hedland, WA, 2002: media releases re native title agreement with 
the Kariyarrra people, Sep-Oct 2002, and the following document: 

 National Native Title Tribunal, Native Title Process Agreement between the 
Kariyarra People and the Town of Port Hedland (document prepared to reflect the 
intentions of the parties), 1 Oct 2002, 15pp.  
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Folder 10/22 First joint conference of the New Zealand Planning Institute and the Royal 
Australian Planning Institute, Wellington, NZ, 8-12 April 2002: correspondence, 
conference and workshop programs, and Ed Wensing's paper, Planning and 
Environmental Management with Native Title, Ts., 13pp. 

Folder 10/23 Local Government Conference, ‘The Cutting Edge of Change: Shaping Local 
Government for the 21st Century’ ,University of New England, Armidale, NSW, 14-17 
Feb 2002: conference leaflet and Ed Wensing's paper, Linking Native Title and 
Council Processes, Feb 2002, Ts., 12pp.  

Folder 10/24 Native Title Conference 2002, Outcomes and Possibilities, Yamatji Land and Sea 
Council, Geraldton, WA, 3-5 September 2002: correspondence, conference program 
and handbook, notes by Ed Wensing on conference talks, and the following 
conference papers: 

 Daniel O'Dea, Post Determination Negotiations, Sep 2002, Ts., 8pp. 

 Lee McIntosh, Environmental Impact Assessment – A Toll for Promoting 
Indigenous Interests? Sep 2002, Ts., 14pp. 

 Fred Chaney, Politics, Government and the fate of Native Title, Session, 'Dealing 
with the Government regarding Native Title', Sep 2002, Ts., 7pp.  

 together with Yamaji News, 14 Aug 2002, and Yanaji–Wangga (Yamaji Land and 
Sea Council), Edition 01, n.d.  

Folder 10/25 Australian Qualitative Research Conference, Sydney, NSW, 16-19 July 2003: 
correspondence and conference program. 

Folder 10/26 Melbourne City Council, Victoria, 'The City of Melbourne and Indigenous Land 
Use Agreements', 8 Sep 2003: Ed Wensing (Director, Planning Integration 
Consultants Pty Ltd), presentation, Ts., 4pp., annotated, with photocopies of slides, 
10pp., together with agenda, Wensing's notes on meetings (Ms), travel papers and 
the following documents: 

 Reconciliation Victoria, Continuing the Journey: respect, rights, recognition, Sep 
2003, leaflet, 4pp., with membership application form. 

 Lyn Morgan and Gary Murray (MCC), Progressing Indigenous Issues at the City 
of Melbourne [Powerpoint presentation printout], 6 Aug 2003, Ts., 8pp.  

 Local Government Ministers' Conference, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Reconciliation Action Plan, 17 Oct 2001, Ts., draft, 22pp. 

 Australian local Government Association, Indigenous Issues Position Statement, 
Mar 1988, Ts., 6pp.  

Folder 10/27 Australian Local Government Association (ALGA), Native Title Case Studies, 
2003: questionnaire, correspondence and survey responses Feb-May 2003, media 
releases re native title July 2003, documents re Ilfracombe Shire Council 
(Longreach) -V- Queensland June-July 2002, together with, 
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 Planning Integration Consultants Pty Ltd, Future Acts: putting the ALGA Action 
Plan into action. Case Studies Nos.1-4, n.d., Ts., 8pp., with drafts.  

Folder 10/28 Local Service Agreement Project, South Australian Office of Local Government: 
notes and correspondence of Ed Wensing, press releases, meeting and working 
papers, 2003-2005, and related papers, including, 

 Local Service Agreement Project, Workshop Program, Kent Town, SA, 22-23 
October 2003 

 Local Service Agreement Project, Workshop Outcomes – Developing the 
Strategy, November 2003, Ts., 13pp., appendices. 

 The Provision of Local Government Services to the Aboriginal Communities of 
Looma and Mowanjum, overhead projection sheets & paper copies, Ts., 10pp. 

 SA Dept of Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation & Local Government Association 
of SA , A Local Government / Aboriginal Service Agreement Case Study and Guide: 
The Coorong District Council and the Raukkan Community Council Alliance, 'The 
Story of Our Journey', also featuring other stories, partnerships and protocol tips, 
Sep 2005, 27pp. (2 copies.) 

Folder 10/29 Office of the Registrar of Aboriginal Corporations, Native Title Training Workshop, 
Canberra, 30 Mar 2004: correspondence, Jan-Mar 2004, together with, 

 Ed Wensing, 'Native Title': A training workshop for the Office of the Registrar of 
Aboriginal Corporations, 30 Mar 2004, Ts., two copies - 28pp. & 29pp., with 
overheads & paper copies of the overheads, 24pp. 

Folder 10/30 Australian Local Government Association (ALGA), Native Title Workshop in 
Smithton, Tasmania, 2003-2005: correspondence, Mar 2003-Mar 2005, together 
with, 

 Ed Wensing (former Policy Adviser to the Australian Local Government 
Association), Local Government and Aboriginal People in Tasmania, 6 Apr 2005, 
Ts., 14pp. 

Back to top 

 

 

Series 11 Personal Notebooks of Ed Wensing 

Series overview: Seven spiral bound notebooks, April 1997-February 2002. Intellectual property 
in these notes remains with Ed Wensing. Access to the note books is restricted as they are 
Wensing's personal notes on meetings: Closed access – Principal’s permission A3b/B1 – 
Closed copying & quotation Principal and/or Depositor’s permission.  

Folder 11/1 Notebook, 29 Apr-22 Aug 1997. Restricted access. 

Folder 11/2 Notebook, 25 Aug 1997-11 Mar 1998. Restricted access. 
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Folder 11/3 Notebook, 18 Feb- 29 Sep 1999. Restricted access. 

Folder 11/4 Notebook,9 Nov 1999-8 Feb 2000. Restricted access. Includes: Ed Wensing, 
Resolving Native Title Matters Locally, n.d., Ts., 2pp. 

Folder 11/5 Notebook, 29 Apr-13 Dec 2000. Restricted access. 

Folder 11/6 Notebook, 10 Jul-8 Aug 2001. Restricted access. 

Folder 11/7 Notebook, 5-11 Feb 2002. Restricted access. 

Back to top 

 

 

Series 12 Miscellaneous Correspondence 

Series overview: Correspondence from local councils and related organisations with Ed 
Wensing (Native Title Project Manager, ALGA) requesting assistance, May 1996-May 2007, 
together with related papers. (Intellectual property would remain with the authors of various 
documents.) 

Folder 12/1 Miscellaneous correspondence, May 1996-Nov 1997, correspondents include 
Christian Fabricus, Fred Chaney, Helen Ross, Beverly Kliger, Auriel Bloomfield and 
Wayne Scheggia, together with the following documents: 

 Tourism Council of Australia, Native Title Fact Sheet – TCA Policy on Tourism 
and Native Title, Apr 1997, Ts., draft, 5pp. 

 Northwest Renewable Resources Center, Seattle, Working Effectively at the 
Local Level: Tribal/County Cooperation and Coordination. Proceedings from a 
gathering held in Seattle, Washington, June 16 and 17, 1993, Ts., p/c, 74pp.  

 Ed Wensing, Native Title – National Information Network, Meeting 22 August 
1997, Ts., 4pp., with Wensing's report, ALGA Native Title Information Program, n.d., 
Ts., 1p. 

 Ed Wensing, Native Title Workshops: Progress Report, memo to ALGA, 4 Sep 
1997, Ts., 4pp. 

 Speech by ATSIC Commissioner David Curtis Portfolio Commissioner for Local 
Government at the National General Assembly on Local Government, Indigenous 
Briefing Session, Canberra, 23 Nov 1997, Ts., 6pp. 

 ATSIC and Local Government, National General Assembly on Local 
Government, Indigenous Briefing Session, Canberra, 23 Nov 1997, Ts., 4pp. 

 Gatjil Djerrkura, Constitutional Reform: a speech to the 1997 National General 
Assembly of Local Government, Canberra, 25 Nov 1997, Ts., 5pp. 
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Folder 12/2 Miscellaneous correspondence, Jan-Nov 1998, correspondents include Marisa 
Menin, S. Wild River, Annette Barnes and Michael Davis, together with the following 
documents: 

 Michael Davis, Indigenous Knowledge and Native title: understanding Indigenous 
perspectives in agreements and mediation, a report for the National Native Title 
Tribunal, Interim Report, Nov 1997, 52pp. 

 ALGA, Indigenous Issues Position Statement, Mar 1988, Ts, 7pp. 

 ATSIC Regional Council, Yapakurlangu Regional Plan, n.d. (1998?), 66pp. 

 Extracts from unidentified document on 'non-claimant application' (parts 5.1.2-
5.1.3) and on 'future acts under the Native Title Act 1993' (parts 6.5.4-6.5.5), Ts., 
7pp. 

 John Ross, Address at the launch of, Working out Agreements: a practical guide 
to agreements between local government and Indigenous Australians, Canberra 3 
Jun 1998, Ts. 

 Ken Pech, Working with Native Title in Local Government, Pastoral Industry and 
Local Government Conference, convened by the Native Title Tribunal, Kalgoorlie, 19 
Jun 1998, Ts., 10pp. 

 S. Wild River (?), Plan for field trip around Australia investigating impact of local 
governments on environmental outcomes, 24 Jul 1998, Ts., fax, 10pp. 

 ALGA, Native Title Work Procedures Consultation Draft, 7 Sep 1998, Ts., 86pp. 

 'NT Advice': Native Title Act Amendments – Local Government Issues, an 
explanatory outline of the amendments to the Act, and advice on the implications for 
local government, n.d. (c.19 Oct 1998), Ts., c. 40pp., annotated. 

Folder 12/3 Miscellaneous correspondence, Apr-Dec 1999, correspondents include Marisa 
Menin, Gary Payne, Celmara Pocock, Keith Noble, Greg Jervis, Luke Bowen, Bruce 
Rose, Martin Anda, Jocelyn Davis, Gay Mcdougall (Committee for the Elimination of 
all Forms of Racial Discrimination, Washington) and Peter Grundy, together with the 
following documents: 

 John Campbell, Journey of Healing: Recognition, Commitment, Unity, 26 May 
1999, Ts., 2pp., with National Reconciliation Week 27 May-3 June 1999, Ts., 2pp. 

 ALGA, Local Government Native Title Information Project, Report to National 
Local Government Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reference Group, July 
1999, Ts., 6pp. 

 Dept of the Parliamentary Library, transcript of interview with Fr Frank Brennan, 
Tim Fischer, and John Howard, on ABC Radio, 'PM': 'Prime Minister and Deputy 
Prime Minister hope to convince pastoralists that 10-point plan on native title will 
provide certainty; Fr Brennan says he is confident that the Senate will stand firm on 
the principle of non-discrimination', Ts., 6pp. 

 Extract from Mackay Indigenous Land Use Agreements, extracted from Native 
Title and Local Government Seminar, n.d., pp.47-60.  
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 ALGA, Media Release, Training in Native Title and Agreements Processes, 28 
Oct 1999, Ts., 3pp. 

 Notes from workshops in Brisbane, Rockhampton, Mackay, Cairns, Townsville, 
Cloncurry, Thursday Is., Perth, Geraldton, Broome, Perth, Albany, Stirling, 
Kalgooorlie, Nov-Dec 1999, Ms., p/c. 

 Ed Wensing, Native Title Processes and Agreements Training Workshops in Qld, 
WA and Victoria, n.d., Ts., 5pp. 

 ALGA Press Release, ALGA Native Title Training Commences, 5 Nov 1999, Ts., 
1p. 

Folder 12/4 Miscellaneous correspondence, Jan-Dec 2000, correspondents include Gay 
McDougall, Dee Elliott, Melinda Shepherd (Jawoyn Aboriginal Association), Greg 
Gauld, Krystina Green, Jocelyn Davis, Alan Bradbury, Larrisa Johnson, Lucy 
Macmillan, Sally Bateman, Rosalie Roberts, Julie Akbiyik, Darryl Pearce, John 
Stafford, Bruce Reyburn, Karen Song, Joan Saunders (Goulburn CC), J. Birkeland 
(Dept Of Environment & Heritage), Kasanita Vave, Patrick Troy, Patrick Hornby, 
Doug Tipping (Melbourne Water), Darryl Melham MP, Lesley Johns, Graeme Neate 
(NNTT), R.E. Harris, Nick Abel (CSIRO), John Sheehan (Aust Property Institute) 
and Peter Grundy, together with the following documents: 

 Australian Local Government Association, poster, “Local government of Australia 
reaffirms it commitment to maintaining a culturally diverse, tolerant and open 
society, united by an overriding commitment to our nation, and its democratic 
institutions and values … Aboriginal people & Torres Strait Islanders in Local 
Government', Feb 2000, printed, A1 size sheet, folded. (See also MS 5008/15/3.) 

 ALGA, Submission to the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Native Title and the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander land Fund, Inquiry into Indigenous Land Use 
Agreements (ILUAs), October 2000, Ts., 9pp. 

 Queensland Dept of Premier and Cabinet, Native Title Services, and the Local 
Government Association of Queensland Inc, Local Government (Queensland) Public 
Works, Land Use Control and Native Title, Process and Procedures Manual, n.d., 
Ts., 144pp., together with ALGA comments on the draft, Nov 2000, Ts., 10pp. 

Folder 12/5 Miscellaneous correspondence, Jan 2001-Sep 2002, correspondents include Bob 
Graham, Clair Colyer, Trevor Griffin MLA, Steve Curry, Nigel Hedgcock, Linda 
Constable, Lucy Macmillan, Simone Dennis, John Southalan, Meredith Wilkie, 
Kathrin Jensen, Anne Wash, Maree Pershouse (Wadja Wadja School), and others, 
together with the following documents: 

 Recipients of Working with Native Title & Working Out Agreements Guides, 
Update on State Regimes, 20 Apr 2001, Ts., 4pp.  

 ALGA, National Native Title Information and Training Project, Application for 
assistance with delivery of training in Queensland, n.d., Ts., 6pp.  

 WA Local Government Association, Native Title Update, Aug 2002. 
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 National Native Title Tribunal, Stakeholder Update, 2 Sep 2002, Ts., 3pp. 

 Mick Dobson, Getting Involved in Local Government, dinner address at “Talkin 
Up – Movin' On”, 16th Annual NSW Local Government Aboriginal Network 
Conference, Wollongong, Oct 2003, Ts., 10pp. 

 ALGA, Western Australia v Ward: the High Court of Australia's recent decision 
and implications for local government, 26 Aug 2002, Ts., 6pp. 

 Address by Australian Local Government Association President, Cr John Ross, 
delivered by Ed Wensing, at the ATSIC National Treaty Conference, Canberra, Aug 
2002, Ts., 8pp. 

Folder 12/6 Miscellaneous correspondence, Apr-Dec 2003, correspondents include John Bond, 
Cathy Robinson, Katie Whitehead, Den Robin, Rebecca Cole, Liz McNiven, Monica 
Morgan, John Sheehan and others, together with the following documents: 

 South East Catchment Management Board (NSW), South East Catchment 
Blueprint: government and community working together, Feb 2003, 71pp. 

 The COAG Reconciliation Commitment and the MDBMC Action Plan to Advance 
Indigenous Engagement [Project brief], 11 Aug 2003, Ts., 15pp. 

 Leon Broster, How to engage local government in National Action Plan and 
Natural Heritage Trust II: Proposal to Hon David Kemp MP, Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage, Murray Darling Association Inc for Conservation and 
Sustainable Development, Dec 2002, Ts., 8pp., annotated. Includes marked section, 
'Background of local government involvement in natural resource management'. 

 Building Basin Communities – Indigenous Governance, Capacity and Leadership 
Project [Project Brief], n.d. (2003), Ts., 5pp. 

Folder 12/7 Miscellaneous correspondence, Mar 2004-May 2007, correspondents include 
Christine Watson, Monique Sweetland, Ciaran o'faircheallaigh, Rohan Greenland, 
Kathryn Shain, Trish Sinclair-Jones, Geoff Edwards, Darryl Cronin and others, 
together with the following documents: 

 Christine Watson, Sacred Ground: Indigenous and non-Indigenous views of land, 
outline for seminar, 29-30 Apr 2004, Common Ground Exhibitions and Research, 
Australian National University, Ts., 4pp. 

 Potok & Co, Building capacity for native title: professional development for native 
title representative body lawyers, 31 Mar 2004, Ts., draft, 11pp. 

 Cnr. Genia McCaffrey, untitled draft speech, Canberra, 31 May 2005, Ts., 9pp. 

 The Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, Jadawadjali, Wergaia and Jupagalk native title 
determinations in western Victoria, n.d., Ts., 1p. 

 Landmark local government agreement reached in the Kimberley, National 
Native Title Tribunal, media release, 19 Oct 2005, Ts., 2pp. 

 Indigenous group and Shire reach West Kimberley native title agreement, 
National Native Title Tribunal, media release, 22 Mar 2004, Ts., 2pp. 
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Series 13 Resources prepared by the National Native Title Tribunal for Local Government 

Folder 13/1 National Native Title Tribunal – A Guide, the Tribunal, Dec 1994, 36pp., with cover 
note, 11 Jan 1995, together with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Representative Bodies, Determined as @ 5 January 1995 under the Native Title Act 
1993, Ts., 1p., inserted in the volume. 

Folder 13/2 National Native Title Tribunal, Question and Answer series of nine pamphlets, 
undated but probably published in late 1994, describing native title and Tribunal 
processes, as follows: 

 Claiming Native Title, 8pp. 

 What is Native Title?, 4pp. 

 Non-Claimant Applications, 6pp. 

 How do I become a party to a native title claim?, 6pp. 

 Mediation, 4pp. 

 What is a Native Title Inquiry?, 4pp. 

 Native Title and Bodies that Administer Land and Waters, 6pp. 

 Native Title and Primary Producers, 4pp. 

 Mining and Native Title, 4pp. 

Folder 13/3/Pt.1 of 2 Local Government Information Matrix, as at 28 July 1997, over 155 
separate topics relating to native title (removed from ring binder), Modules A-E, as 
follows: 

 Module A, National: 1.Common Law, 2. Statutory law, 3. Land tenure law, 4. 
Overseas precedents, 5. Legal assistance 

 Module B, National: 1. Tribunal processes, 2. Mediation issues, 3. Agreements 

 Module C, National: 1. Post-Mabo common law judgements, 2. Legislative 
response, 3. Racial Discrimination Act 1975, 4. Indigenous land fund, 5. Section 21 
agreements, 6. Rates, 7. Services, 8. Reconciliation 

 Module D, Regional: 1. Native title legislation, 2. Native title rights, 3. Overlapping 
applications, 4. Local government land management strategies, 5. Native title 
agreements, 6. Legal assistance 

 Module E, Regional: 1. Claimant process, 2. Non-Claimant process, 3. Future 
act, 4. Agreements 

 Includes, National Native Title Tribunal, Native Title Questions and Answers, 5 
Jun 1997, 17pp. 
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Folder 13/4/Pt.2 of 2 Local Government Information Matrix, as at 28 July 1997, over 155 
separate topics relating to native title (removed from ring binder), Modules F-I, as 
follows: 

 Module F, Regional: 1. Social infrastructure, 2. Identification of interest holders, 
3. Rates, 4. Section 21 agreements, 5. Non-Native title agreements, 6. Indigenous 
Land Corporation, 7. Waters 

 Module G, Local/Case-Specific: 1. Two types of law, 2. Two forms of title, 3. 
Agreements and working relationships with Indigenous people 

 Module H, Local Case-Specific: Detailed explanations of 1. Tribunal processes, 
2. Registration as a party, 3. Mediation, and 4. Examples of mediation 

 Module I, Local/ Case-Specific: 1. Exclusive possession v shared rights, 2. Is 
native title rateable? 3. Local government service provisions. 

Folder 13/5 National Native Title Tribunal, Ten Years of Native Title Information Kit, 2002. 

Folder 13/6 Raine Quinn (Research Unit, National Native Title Tribunal), Local Government 
Agreements: Content Ideas, August 2005, 24pp., p/c. 

Folder 13/7 National Native Title Tribunal, Negotiating native title in local government, Sep 
2003, 4pp. 

Folder 13/8 Mary Edmunds and Diane Smith, Members’ Guide to Mediation and Agreement-
Making under the Native Title Act, National Native Title Tribunal, Jun 2000, 111pp., 
removed from ring binder. 

Folder 13/9 National Native Title Tribunal, Native Title Workshop, Rockhampton, 1-2 July 1998: 
program and workshop documents, c.30pp.  
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Series 14 Key Resource documents on native title prepared by or for local government  

 

Subseries 14/1 Commonwealth Departments/Agencies 

Folder 14/1/1 

Item 14/1/1/1 FOCUS Pty Ltd, Making the decision to get involved in local 
government: Local Government Handbook, Canberra, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Commission, n.d., (c.Jan 2000), 43pp. 

Item 14/1/1/2 FOCUS Pty Ltd, Regional Agreements Manual, Canberra, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Commission, Feb 2001, 52pp. 
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Folder 14/1/2 Council of Australian Governments, National commitment to improved outcomes 
in the delivery of programs and services for Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait 
Islanders, endorsed by COAG, Perth WA, 7 December 1992, 11pp. (2 copies). 

Folder 14/1/3 Hilary Rumley, Aborigines, local government and incorporated associations in 
Western Australia, Discussion Paper No.13, Human Rights Commission, October 
1986, 199pp. This Discussion Paper documents the relationship between 
Aborigines, their incorporated associations and local government authorities in the 
Gascoyne-Murchison and Pilbara regions of Western Australia between July 1984 
and July 1985. 

Folder 14/1/4 Ministerial Council for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs, Ministerial 
Council Workshop on COAG Reconciliation Framework, Perth, 5 July 2001, 
c.150pp., removed from ring binder. 

Folder 14/1/5 Office of Local Government (Australian Government), Let’s Work Together, Local 
Government, Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders: Conference Report, October 
1991, Townsville, Queensland, Belconnen, ACT, Office of Local Government, 1991, 
31pp., p/c. 

 

Subseries 14/2 State Government Depts/Agencies 

Folder 14/2/1 South Australia, Department of Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation, various 
papers printed from the Department's website on 1 Sep 2003, as follows: 

 Economic Development, 2pp. 

 Heritage, Language and the Arts, 3pp. 

 Infrastructure services, 3pp. 

 Community& social development, 5pp 

Folder 14/2/2, Part 1 Department of Indigenous Affairs, Western Australia, Services to 
Indigenous People in the Town of Port Hedland. Mapping and Gap Analysis, 2003, 
Final Report, prepared by the Department of Indigenous Affairs for the Pilbara Key 
Managers Indigenous Forum, Perth, WA.  

Folder 14/2/3, Part 2 Department of Indigenous Affairs, Western Australia, Services to 
Indigenous People in the Town of Port Hedland. Mapping and Gap Analysis, 2003, 
Attachments 1 and 2.  

Folder 14/2/4, Part 3 Department of Indigenous Affairs, Western Australia, Services to 
Indigenous People in the Town of Port Hedland. Mapping and Gap Analysis, 2003, 
Attachments 3 to 9 and MOU.  

Folder 14/2/5 NSW Department of Local Government, Evaluation of the Aboriginal Mentoring 
Program: Report, Sydney, the Department, May 2000, 120pp., including 
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appendices, with Dept of Local Government Circular to Councils 00/34 re the 
Report, 31 May 2000, 1p. 

Folder 14/2/6 NSW Department of Local Government, Local Government and You: Information 
for Aboriginal People in NSW, Jul 2001, 28pp., p/c; with Dept of Local Government 
Circular to Councils 01/46, 5 Jul 2001, 2pp., re the Department's revised Information 
Paper No. 4, Local Government in NSW: Issues and Information for Aboriginal 
Communities (formerly entitled, Information for the Aboriginal Community in NSW) 
[neither held among Ed Wensing's papers], and the 'accompanying brochure', Local 
Government and You. 

Folder 14/2/7 NSW Department of Local Government, Report on Findings from 2001 Survey 
Regarding Local Council Aboriginal Initiatives, n.d. (c. Sep 2002), 4pp.; with Dept of 
Local Government, Circular to Councils 02/50, 25 Sep 2002,1p., re the Aboriginal 
Initiatives Survey 2002.  

 

Subseries 14/3 ALGA and State Local Government Associations 

Folder 14/3/1 Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) 

Item 14/3/1/1 Building a Partnership between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
People and Local Government, ALGA, Canberra, 1994, 32pp. (3 copies, 2 editions). 

Item 14/3/1/2 Report on Regional Workshops: Issues Concerning Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Communities and Local Government. ALGA, Canberra, 1994, 
23pp.  

Item 14/3/1/3 Local Government and Mainly Urban. A commentary on the Inquiry 
into the needs of urban dwelling Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander people by the 
House of Representatives Standing Committee on Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Affairs, ALGA, Canberra, 1995, 21pp. 

Item 14/3/1/4 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians and wider community 
Australians share this Nation … Walking, Talking, Working Together … to build 
Comm-Unity! A promotional package to enhance the reconciliation process between 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians and wider community Australians at 
the Local Government level, ALGA in conjunction with the Council for Aboriginal 
Reconciliation, 1994; (short title: Local Government and Reconciliation “Kit”), 
removed from a white two-ring plastic folder, Parts 1-6, c.80pp.  

Folder 14/3/2 Australian Local Government Association (ALGA), cont. 

Item 14/3/2/5 Round about town – Some good ideas for managing unexpected 
visitors and town camps, ALGA with funding provided by ATSIC, 1996, 8pp. 
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Item 14/3/2/6 Local Symbols of Reconciliation. What We Can Do! ALGA and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC), n.d. (c.1997?), c.22pp., 
in 3 parts, loose papers held in folder. (A resource kit to assist local communities to 
develop local symbols of reconciliation with Aboriginal communities in their area. 
Three copies.)  

Item 14/3/2/7 Justice & Equity for All. Local Government and Indigenous 
Partnerships, ALGA and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC), 
Canberra, 1999, 67pp. 

Folder 14/3/3 Local Government Association of Queensland (LGAQ)  

Item 14/3/3/1 What is Native Title? Native Title – Working through the Issues..! 
Proceedings of a One Day Seminar, Bardon Conference Centre, Brisbane 9 March 
1998, Local Government Association of Queensland, c.60pp. 

Item 14/3/3/2 Native Title and Local Government – Building Relationships with the 
Community. Seminar Information Booklet. Seminar Series Information Booklet, 
Local Government Association of Queensland and Australian Attorney-General's 
Department, May 1999, 107pp. 

Folder 14/3/4 Local Government Association of Queensland (LGAQ)  

Item 14/3/4/3 Native Title and Qld Local Government Works Procedures Manual, 
Local Government Association of Queensland, Working Draft, February 2003, 
178pp., removed from A4 two-ring white plastic folder. 

Folder 14/3/5 Local Government Association of Queensland (LGAQ), cont.  

Item 14/3/5/4 Queensland Local Government Template Indigenous Land Use 
Agreement and Commentary. Prepared by a number of organisations including 
LGAQ, Gurang Land Council (Aboriginal Corporation) and MacDonnells Law, 2008, 
74pp., loose. 

Folder 14/3/6 Local Government Association of the Northern Territory (LGANT) 

Item 14/3/6/1 Local Government Association of the Northern Territory (LGANT) and 
the Department of Local Government and Housing, Shire Elections 25 October 
2008. A plastic satchel containing various papers and leaflets about standing for 
election to a Shire Council in the Local Government elections in October 2008. 
Some of the material is aimed at encouraging Aboriginal people to stand for local 
government.  

Item 14/3/6/2 Local Government Association of the Northern Territory (LGANT), 
Learning from Local Government Reform: The Lessons from Other Australian 
Jurisdictions, n.d. (c.2004), Power point presentation to a conference on Reform in 
Local Government (other details unknown), c.20pp. 
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Folder 14/3/7 Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW (LGSA NSW)  

Item 14/3/7/1 Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW (LGSA NSW), 
“Working Together, Planning Together”: Aboriginal Communities and Local 
Government in NSW. Background Information, LGSA NSW, Sydney, NSW, n.d. 
(c.1989-90), 15pp.; together with The Kempsey Project: to develop a permanent 
consultative structure between the Shire Council and the Aboriginal community: a 
joint project of the Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW and the 
Department of Local Government and Cooperatives, n.d., (c.1992), Ts., 9pp.; Moree 
Plains Council . Extract from Report on the Aboriginal Consultative Committee 
(1990), Ts., 2pp.; Quirindi Aboriginal Corporation, History of the Corporation's 
Recycling Contract with Quirindi Council, Ts., 2pp., n.d., c.1993; and Gilgandra 
Council circular on its Aboriginal community development, n.d. (c.1992),Ts., 3pp. 

Item 14/3/7/2 Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW (LGSA NSW), 
Local Agreements: Building a Partnership between Local Government and 
Aboriginal Communities through a Local Agreement. A proposal from the Local 
Government and Shires Associations of NSW, Sydney, LGSA NSW, Mar 1997, 
leaflet, 1 leaf, folded.  

Item 14/3/7/3 Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW (LGSA NSW), 
Local Government: Aboriginal Consultative Committees, Sydney, LGSA NSW, n.d., 
leaflet, 1 leaf, folded (2 copies).  

Item 14/3/7/4 Local Government: Aboriginal Mentoring Program, NSW Department 
of Local Government, n.d. (1997), leaflet, 1 leaf, folded (2 copies). 

Item 14/3/7/5 Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW (LGSA NSW), 
Local Government Aboriginal Newsletter, Vol.2, Dec 1996, 8pp. 

Folder 14/3/8 Local Government Association of South Australia (LGSA) 

Item 14/3/8/1 Local Government Association of South Australia (LGSA) and 
Government of South Australia, Examples of Working Together in South Australia, 
Nov 2000, 25pp. (3 copies). A booklet aimed at promoting Local Councils and 
Aboriginal Communities to work together.  

Item 14/3/8/2 Local Government Association of South Australia (LGSA) and The 
Office of Local Government, Department for Transport, Urban Planning and the Arts, 
South Australia, Partnerships. Stories worth telling. A focus on State and Local 
Governments working together to achieve mutual benefits, Feb 2002, 36pp. 

Item 14/3/8/3 Morton Consulting Services Pty Ltd, Local Councils Belong to 
Aboriginal People Too. Local Government and Aboriginal Populations Access and 
Equity Project: Project Report, LGSA, Adelaide, SA, Feb 1994, 93pp. 



MS 5008, Edward Wensing, Australian Local Government Association papers,  

documents and publications on Indigenous issues, 1997-2007. 

 

44 
 

Item 14/3/8/4 Janet Gould & Associates Pty Ltd, Report. Local Councils Belong to 
Aboriginal People 2. A New Strategy, LGSA, Adelaide, SA, Jun 2000, 102pp., and 
appendices. 

Item 14/3/8/5 Local Government Association of South Australia (LGSA), Involving 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Local Government Elections. A 
Resource Guide for Councils in South Australia for the May 2003 elections, Aug 
2002, Ts, 20pp., together with three leaflets: 

 What’s Local Government All About? 1 leaf, 4pp. 

 Voting in the May 2003 Local Government Election, 4pp. 

 Being a Councillor in Local Government, 4pp. 

Folder 14/3/9 Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) 

Item 14/3/9/1 Karen Millward, Wurreker – Local Government – Indigenous 
Partnerships Resource Guide, Municipal Association of Victoria, Melbourne, Vic, 
n.d. (c.1999), 145pp., removed from B5 two-ring white plastic folder.  

Item 14/3/9/2 Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV), Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Commission (ATSIC), Aboriginal Affairs Victoria, Department of 
Infrastructure, State Government of Victoria, Toomnangi. Indigenous Communities 
and Local Government – A Victorian Study, MAV, Melbourne, Vic., n.d. (c.2001), 
56pp. (two copies). 

Item 14/3/9/3 Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV), Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Commission (ATSIC) Victorian State Office, Local Government Councils 
belong to Aboriginal People Too! Its important for Aboriginal people to vote in local 
government elections, n.d. (c.1999, leading up to the March 2000 elections), leaflet, 
1 leaf, folded.  

Folder 14/3/10 Western Australian Municipal Association (WAMA) 

Item 14/3/7/1 Murray Jorgensen, It All Adds Up: Guidelines for Economic 
Development, Western Australian Municipal Association (WAMA), Perth, WA, 2000, 
12pp. (two copies.) 

Item 14/3/7/2 Western Australian Municipal Association (WAMA), Reaching 
Agreements. Some Examples for Local Government. WAMA, Perth, WA, 2000, 
28pp. (two copies), includes: Marcus Holmes (Deacons Lawyers, Perth), 'Consulting 
with Aboriginal People about Native Land and Aboriginal heritage business: some 
comments for councils', and Marcus Holmes, 'A protocol to guide negotiations for 
reaching native title and Aboriginal heritage agreement'.  

Item 14/3/7/3 Western Australian Municipal Association, Aboriginal Liaison Support 
WAJP25 Final Report. A project to encourage Local Government to address 
Indigenous issues, provide Indigenous communities with an understanding of Local 
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Government, and promote participation of Indigenous people in Local Government, 
WAMA, Perth, WA, Sep 2000, 43pp., in 10 sections removed from an A4 ring 
binder. 

 

Subseries 14/4 Local Councils 

Folder 14/4/1 Brisbane City Council and FAIRA (Foundation for Aboriginal and Islander 
Research Action), Land Interest Forum. Report of a Joint Initiative of Brisbane City 
Council and FAIRA, 17-19 June 1999, Brisbane, c.200pp., in ring binding. 

Folder 14/4/2 Gold Coast City Council, Management Guidelines and Framework Final Report 
South Stradbroke Island, prepared by Sharon Boyle & Associates with Town 
Planning Strategies, Fluvial Pty Ltd, Wood Bagot Pty Ltd, David Yarrow, Mar 1998, 
46+40pp., in ring binding.  

Folder 14/4/3 Mackay City Council, 'Reconciliation: Working Together' August 23rd 1998 
Conference Report: A Landmark Event for Central Queensland, c.40pp., removed 
from ring binding.  

Folder 14/4/4 Member Councils of the Central Country Zone of the WA Local Government 
Association, Registered Native Title Claimants and South West Aboriginal Land and 
Sea Council Aboriginal Corporation (SWALC) Native Title Representative Body and 
the State of Western Australia, Draft Indigenous Land Use Agreement for 
Discussion, 14 January 2003, Ts., 28pp. 

Folder 14/4/5 John Hunter, ‘No Place to Call Home’ :Indigenous Homelessness in the Penrith 
LGA, Penrith, NSW, Penrith City Council, 2006, 90pp, ring bound. 

Folder 14/4/6 Redland Shire Council 

Item 14/4/6/1 Redland Shire Council, Native Title Process Agreement between 
Redland Shire Council and Quandamooka Land Council on North Stradbroke Island 
(Minjerribah): Fact Sheet, August 1997, Ts., 3pp.  

Item 14/4/6/2 Redland Shire Council, Native Title Process Agreement 
Quandamooka Land Council Aboriginal Corporation and Redland Shire Council, 14 
August 1997, Ts., 21pp. 

Item 14/4/6/3 Redland Shire Council, Native Title Process Agreement 
Quandamooka Land Council Aboriginal Corporation and Redland Shire Council, n.d. 
(1997), Ts., 18pp., maps. 

Item 14/4/6/4 Redland Shire Council, North Stradbroke Island (Minjerribah) Planning 
Study Full Project Brief, n.d. (1997), Ts., 12pp. 
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Item 14/4/6/5 Straddie News (North Stradbroke Island – Minjerribah Planning & 
Management Study), Edition 1, July 1998; Edition 2, December 1998; Edition 3, July 
1999; & Edition 4, August 2000. 

Item 14/4/6/6 Redland Shire Council and Quandamooka Land Council, North 
Stradbroke Island / Minjerribah Planning and Management Study Component 
Reports Summary Booklet, July 1999, 20pp. 

Item 14/4/6/7 Redland Shire Council and Quandamooka Land Council, North 
Stradbroke Island / Minjerribah Planning and Management Study, Draft Policies / 
Statement of Proposals for the preparation of a Planning Scheme for North 
Stradbroke Island/Minjerribah, Aug 2000, c.40pp., together with Dale Ruska 
(Chairperson, Quandamooka Land Council Aboriginal Corporation), to Ed Wensing, 
28 Aug 2000, and Malcolm Griffin (Consultant, North Stradbroke Island/ Minjerribah 
Planning and Management Study), to Ed Wensing, 15 Nov 2000. 

Folder 14/4/7 Shire of Campaspie, Local Government and Reconciliation, Confidential 
Discussion Paper, prepared by Gerard Jose, Dec 1997, 23pp., removed from ring 
binding. 

Folder 14/4/8 Nicole Barthomeuf (LGDP project manager),Shire of Derby West Kimberley, 
Provision of Local Government Services to Looma & Moawanjum, Final Report, 
Shire of Derby West Kimberley, WA, Aug 2000, c.100pp., ring binding, together with 
Nicole Barthomeuf to Ed Wensing and reply 13 Oct 2003. 

 

Subseries 14/5 Aboriginal Organisations 

Folder 14/5/1 Mirimbiak Nations Aboriginal Corporation, Response to Australian Local 
Government Association Draft Kit: 'How to Develop, Implement & Review 
Agreements between Local Government and Indigenous Australians', n.d., (c.1997-
98?), 4pp. (Mirimbiak was the NTRB for Victoria at the time, and ALGA circulated an 
early draft of the Working Out Agreements Guide for comment before it was 
finalised, and this was Mirimbiak’s response – Ed Wensing.) 

Folder 14/5/2 Queensland South Native Title Services, Memorandum of Understanding 
containing Protocols for Negotiations between Shire Councils and Native Title 
Applicants, n.d., Ts., 11pp. 

Folder 14/5/3 Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement (ALRM), Local Government Association of 
South Australia (LGSA), and the State Government of South Australia, South 
Australia Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA) Statewide Negotiations: Agreeing 
on Native Title – Indigenous Land Use Agreements – A Local Government 
Template,Jun 2006, Ts., 37pp. 
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Subseries 14/6 Community Organisations 

Folder 14/6/1 Community Organisations 

Item 14/6/1/1 Australians for Reconciliation. Local Government and Reconciliation: 
Representing all Australians, Canberra, Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation, n.d. 
(early 1990s), 1 leaf, 16pp., an A5 fold-out brochure published under the Working 
Together Initiative of the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation and the ALGA.  

Item 14/6/1/2 EcoNetwork (1997), Reconciliation with Indigenous Australians from a 
non-Indigenous perspective, Steps and Pathways – Discussion Paper 1, 
EcoNetwork Port Stephens Inc, NSW, Oct 1997, Ts., 6pp. 

Item 14/6/1/3 EcoNetwork (1998), Reconciliation … Apologising to Indigenous 
Australians, Steps and Pathways – Discussion Paper 2, EcoNetwork Port Stephens 
Inc, NSW, Feb 1998, Ts., 6pp. 

 

Subseries 14/7 Legal Firms/Consultants  

Folder 14/7/1 Michael Lavarch and Paul Smith (1997), The Local Government Native Title 
Guide: 'A reference document produced for the Redlands Shire Council’, Dunhill 
Madden Butler, Solicitors, Brisbane, Qld., 6 Aug 1997, 38pp., draft, removed from 
ring binding, together with Ed Wensing's correspondence with Michael Lavarch, Aug 
& Sep 1997, including Wensing's comments on the draft. 

Folder 14/7/2 Martin Irwin & Richards (2003), An Area Agreement pursuant to Part 2, Division 
3, Subdivision C Indigenous Land Use Agreements (area agreements) sections 
24CA to 24CL of the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) and regulation 5 of the Native Title 
(Indigenous Land Use Agreements) Regulations 1998 (Cth), Mildura, 10 Jul 2003, 
Ts., 129pp. An Indigenous Land Use Agreement between the Mildura Rural City 
Council and the Native Title Claimants, the Latji Latji and Wergaia Peoples, together 
with a cover note prepared by Ed Wensing, 10 August 2003, Ts., 4pp. 

Folder 14/7/3 Remote Rural Resources Pty Ltd, Local Government Services to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Communities: its capacity to achieve the National Commitment 
to Improve Outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Peoples. Stage 1, 
Report, n.d. (c.1997), 40pp., and appendices. An inquiry into local government 
service delivery to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, prepared for 
the Australian Local Government Association in response to recommendations of 
the Local Government Ministers’ Conference and commitments made by the Council 
of Australian Governments (COAG). 

Folder 14/7/4 Remote Rural Resources Pty Ltd (1998), Local Government Services to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities: its capacity to achieve the 
National Commitment to Improve Outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island 
Peoples, prepared for the Local Government Ministers’ Conference, Jun 1988,  
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 Volume One – Report, 51pp., maps (two copies)  

 Volume Two – Research Findings, 228pp. & bibliography (two copies)  

 Volume Three – Statistical Data, c.60pp. 

 

Subseries 14/8 New Zealand 

Folder 14/8/1 Local Government New Zealand, Te Putahi Matakokiri (1997), Liaison and 
Consultation with Tangata Whenua: a survey of local government practice, 
Wellington, New Zealand, December 1997, 48pp. 

Folder 14/8/2 Local Government New Zealand, Te Putahi Matakokiri (1999), He Waka Taurua – 
Local Government and the Treaty of Waitangi, Wellington, New Zealand, March 
1999, 101pp. 

Folder 14/8/3 Local Government New Zealand, Te Putahi Matakokiri (2001), The Relationship 
between Local Government and Iwi/Maori: a summary of recent practice, prepared 
by James Barnes & Associates Ltd, Wellington, New Zealand, February 2001, 24pp. 

Folder 14/8/4 Local Government New Zealand (2002), Policy Effectiveness and the New Local 
Government Act, Wellington, New Zealand, 2002, Ts., c.30pp., together with 
Wensing to June Lewis (NZ), April 2003, & reply.  

Folder 14/8/5 Ministry of Maori Development, Te Puni Kokiri (2000), Progress Towards Closing 
Social and Economic Gaps between Maori and Non-Maori: A Report to the Minister 
for Maori Affairs, Wellington, New Zealand, May 2000, 53pp. 

Folder 14/8/6 Local Government New Zealand and the Ministry of Maori Development, Te Puni 
Kokiri (2002), Local Government Relationships with Maori. Nga Hono i Waenganui i 
Nga Tari Kawanatanga a-Rohe me te Maori, Wellington, New Zealand, 2002, 55pp., 
annotated; with note from June Lewis to Wensing, n.d.; and Hon. Chris Carter, 
Speech to Federated Farmers, November 19, 2002, Ts., 6pp. 

Folder 14/8/7 Local Government New Zealand and the Ministry of Maori Development (2004), 
Local Authority Engagement with Maori: Survey of Current Council Practices, 
Wellington, New Zealand, July 2004, 66pp., removed from ring binding. 

Folder 14/8/8 Ministry for the Environment (2000), Iwi & Local Government interaction under 
the Resource Management Act 1991: Examples of good practice, Wellington, New 
Zealand, Ministry for the Environment, February 2000, 46pp. 

Back to top 
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Series 15 Posters 

Item 15/1 Local Government Association of the Northern Territory (LGANT), 
Altogether – Sharing Many Ways JANGKUMIRNIMIRNI - Bringing People Together, 
prepared by the Local Government Association of the Northern Territory (LGANT) 
with funding from the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation, designed and printed by 
Colemans Printing, Darwin, n.d., 1 sheet A1 (86 x 60cm). Painting designed and 
painted by Francis Jupurrula Kelly, Yuendemu, NT: “This painting portrays the 
position LGANT plays in the representation of all Local Government in the Northern 
Territory, both Municipal and Aboriginal communities...” [Transferred to AIATSIS 
Library Print Collection M 1891.]  

Item 15/2 Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation, Reconciliation – It’s Up To Us – 
National Reconciliation Week 27 May – 3 June 1999, 1 sheet A2 (60 x 42 cm). 
[Transferred to AIATSIS Library Print Collection M 1451.]  

Item 15/3 Australian Local Government Association, Local Government of Australia 
reaffirms its commitment to maintaining a culturally diverse, tolerant, and open 
society, united by an overriding commitment to our nation, and its democratic 
institutions and values, adopted by the ALGA Executive Members on 24 February 
2000 (following the National General Assembly in 2000), printed by Bytes n' colours, 
2000, 1 sheet A2 (60 x 42 cm, 2 copies, and another folded copy at MS5008/12/4). 
[Transferred to AIATSIS Library Print Collection M 1893.]  

Item 15/4 Australian Local Government Association, Aboriginal Peoples and Torres 
Strait Islanders in Local Government, for further information contact Australian Local 
Government Association..., n.d., 1 sheet A2 (60 x 42 cm, 2 copies). [Transferred to 
AIATSIS Library Print Collection M 1894.]  

Item 15/5 Australian Local Government Association, National Local Government 
Native Title Information and Training Project, Incorporating Native Title into Council 
Processes: An Action Plan for Good Governance... Incorporate Native Title into 
Council Processes, n.d., 1 sheet outsize (110 x 50 cm), laminated. A flow chart 
showing 5 scenarios. One-off workshop poster. Transferred to Map Cabinet 7 (top 
drawer).  

Item 15/6/A-E Australian Local Government Association, Native Title Project, 
workshop posters, How are native title matters resolved? ALGA, NNTT, ATSIC and 
the Legal Aid Branch of the Commonwealth Attorney-General's Department, 1999, 5 
copies, marked 'Set A to Set E', 1 sheet, 50 x 49 cm, laminated, one only retained. 
One-off workshop poster. Transferred to Map Cabinet 7 (top drawer).  

Back to top 
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Series 16 Ed Wensing, Australian Local Government Association Indigenous Issues, 
2014  

Series overview: Cover note on the provenance and context of the records donated to 
AIATSIS by Ed Wensing, together with a list of the papers and descriptions of each series. 

Folder 16/1 Ed Wensing, Australian Local Government Association Indigenous Issues 1997 to 
2007: Papers, documents and publications donated by Ed Wensing, March 2014, 
Ts., 27pp. 

Back to top 
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Series Folder or Item Box 

Series 1 1/1-1/4 1 

Series 2 2/1-2/4 1 

Series 3 3/1 1 

Series 4 4/1 1 

Series 5 5/1/1-5/3/5 2 

Series 5 5/3/6-5/4/8 3 

Series 6 6/1 3 

Series 7 7/1-7/4 4 

Series 8 8/1-8/2/7 5 

Series 8 8/2/8-8/2/11 6 

Series 9 9/1-9/4 6 

Series 10 10/1-10/4 7 

Series 10 10/5-10/15 8 
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Series Folder or Item Box 

Series 10 10/16-10/24 9 

Series 10 10/25-10/30 10 

Series 11 11/1-11/7 10 

Series 12 12/1-12/7 11 

Series 13 13/1-13/9 12 

Series 14 14/1/1-14/1/3 12 

Series 14 14/1/4-14/3/3 13 

Series 14 14/3/4-14/3/10 14 

Series 14 14/4/1-14/7/2 15 

Series 14 14/7/3-14/8/8 16 

Series 15 15/1-15/4 AIATSIS Poster Collection 

Series 15 15/5-15/6 Manuscript Plan Cabinet 

Series 16 16/1 16 
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