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" The De 11 be raised eewee”

If people went into a cemetery,in most other places in Australis and
started digging up a dead body , there . would be big trouble . "Deseerat.
ing" & grave {not treating it with respect) is a very serious meatter,

. In keningride,; and probably some other new Lboriginal cocamnities,
- people feel differently about such things. '

In this part of Australis, there used to be two Mgrisls. Phe first
osme at death when a body was either put on a platform in a tree , where
the crowscame end took the flesh (and you can still hear those hungry
*wark wark's" hovering around in *he singing end in the calls in oeremonies

for deed men.todey.) or else the body was put into the ground where Nature
removed the flesh in other ways after a few monthe, Then ths bones were
teken and put into & paper bark parcel (or brightly coloured materisl in
these days) snd kept in the house of close relatives. One well known Burada
man hes his two brothers wrapped in this way snd kept in & suitcase, If the
bones belonged to a child or some young person, thoy were oftem kept for a
very long time . Johnny dundurrug lundurrug (see last week's isluefkapt his
for 10 years. .

Then came the second burisel or disposal. Visitors from neighbouring
communities were invited to come to a ceremony in which the bones were broken
up and put into & hollow log. In the ceremony , there are one or two 'cheeky’
parts in whichthe sct of begetting a child is associated with the disposal of
the last rensins of someone., If the play writer , ir. Harry Miller sew this,
be would probably went to incorporate it ia his play "Hair". Parts of this
peremony and others are expected to be performed when a number of people come
over from Nilingimbi soon (if they comef. ‘The bonea of the father of Joe and
Tommy Fry are to be mede ready for putting into a hollow log.

The Hollow Log was usually put in the country of the deceamsed.
Within the seottlement there are a number of such hollow logs near the homes
of Gunavidji people snd one ot two Nekara. If they ere not disturbed they
willremain there until ‘dust to dust , ashes to ashes ',

Up mntil 1967 , it was fairly rere to find bomes being teken
from the cemetery. Quite often the remains of people who had died in eexlier
years in the tush, were placed in Hollow logs, However 1967.8 was a period
of probably unperellelled ritual activity end great was the unger.ground
movement, Dre. Les Hiatt remarked tha. previously ceveral older people
felt real distress that the remains of various x»elatives were far far eway
from the country to which their spiriis belonged.

imong the younger people, there are mixed feelings. Bocently there
was confliot botween two brothers over the raieing ¢f the bones of & man
who collapsed in the schoolyard in 1963, One sew it as his boundem duty ,
while the other believed that the bones should have been left in the cemetery

' As this old custom does not do anyone'anw harm and aa it is
carried out with due respect, it is sumely right that &t this time in the

Settlenent's develomment , people should not be under any undue pressure
to conform to “balanda® ideas. On ihe other hand , some of us may well look
forward to thoe day when the people will feel a aense of peace and ocoufort
that the spirit of the deceased one is in the care of Our “eavenly Father,
snd as & result 4t does not torritly matter where the bones’ are. o
Crosses have only been put up on those graves where relatives
have given sn undertsking to let the bones ‘rest in peace_n'.._
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POST OFFICE

Be assured that although the addition of postal wark within the storc
adds considerably to cur w ark, we will at all times do our utnost t_o mect

the requirements of the gscttlenent.

TELEGRMS CLOSING TIME: 11.45am and  3.45pm.
Please use post _c_:o_des ontelegrams,

FILMS:  to go adirmail requirc ilcents postage.

™

&8 frop Thuraday 9th July the store will alter ivs Iunch Hour to jpz-Zpn,
- %o assist in despaiching and rcceiving nails, as most airceraft arc duo approx.
nidday, this alteration of lunch now should cnablc mail to be accepted until a
reasonable time and should also cnable you to pick up inconing mails before 1pm,

A1l mail cen be posted at anytime day or night at the postal cnclosurc in
the northern side of the store and sbsolute safety is guaranteed. '
G RAGSHAW.
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GRANTS: The Cultural Grants Committece recc.tly approved grants of B£726.00
for Maningrids Progress Association. The grants represented a 50% contribution
towards the cost of the Community Hall Plans (soc.them in the officc) and the

Basketball Court Lighting systen which worce coopleted in 1968.
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\THOSE sIRSTRIP TOILETSH The possibilidy of airstrip retiring facilitics coming
in the ncar futurc are grim indced. The first attempt at securing rcasonable
airpart rest facilitics ended up on the waiting list, for inclusion to the
'programme’ - that wmystical syster whereby cssential works a.fc rclegated to

their proper place of eébscurity.

With this in nind it was proposed to crcet 'temperary' facilities (the shed
and water tap) plus a ccuple of decp pit latrinea. The latter wore bannc@ by the
authoritics as it was fcoared they wight pollute the hore water; The Health
Inspector suggested that chemical toilets be acquired. These wore duly requisit-
ioncd - and rejected by someonc cvidently bettor versed in Public l}halth‘re—

. ===
quircoents than the Health Departmcnt man, The next move?? IH ? gﬂ
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The Official Opening of "Shepherdson College” and Elcho Island Open Day:

Will take place on August 15th, Shepherdson College is now the Elcho Island
shcool and will be nared after the founder and foroer Supcrintendc'nt)Rcv. Harold
Shepherdson M.B.E.  Ho has been about in Arnhemlend since 1927,
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In Next Weok's issue ‘iobile Workas Force on the Job"

. ' Council affaira !
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The Store has gold 1,000 1bs. weight of fish in 4 days .



THIS WEEK at Maningrida - .

- Ab imerican Indian of the Cherckee tribe, Kr,iges,

spent last week—end enchored in his bost off the beach,

He had hoped to repair a fuel line in the boat '

aad tried %o get in touch with Darwin ,"but we could i \ S i

only get a bunch of static." Me parts peeded were net.svedlake. beres il

Wit An e watched the hHosé £ill up his wavwm Mc;ndzl :loming

he spoke about his boybood deys on an Indian Baservation, The diffemt’kinds

of huts and houses here, reminded him of how the people there learned do live

in e simple kind of house before they moved into & bettex one, '

| He was a heppy fellow end quite proud that he was an Indimn, He

said that he could quite understand how young people here felt when the old

yelatives would not let them do some things they wisheds The Cherckees had

been given a hard time by other Ameriecans in esarly days , hunted away from

their own tribal 1ldnd westward to Cklahoma and the Indian Chiefs kept v

mach to themselves. Then the " 2nd. World War came and the -ﬁmsri'oanerger-

vices accepted young Indiens as volunteers for the Amy ete. Yeny joined

and in this way they were able io make 2 bresk from the control of the elders.
Now he and some friends are on a »ound the worlad trip in thelir boat.
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" 4 1ot of people have been sick with the flu .

& neat week )
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‘given the time . geotting over the flu can be fun !
) 9 3 SN2 MR N

During this week , almost all the womsn in the kitchen sither had the flu
or were in some stage of getting over it. Some of the Home Schence girls
from the school went to lend a hand with the children's meals, Er, Bill
Aymetrong , in charge at the time , expresses his epprecistion, "They have
been very helpful." ' _ .
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It happened in the Hospitel Clinic ef the weekend, when half the settlement
seemed to be in the c¢linic for injections either to keep the flu zway or to
cure iti,
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The peewee » Dila Dila (strictly rtils rtila) to Purade
people and Nyega.rowa to Gunavidji.

Ther<e is s dreeming place for the peewees under
a mud bank on the Blyih River. The Dreaming.Peewee wont
into a rock under the mud there , and some say that if
you go over this onm = high %ide in a cence in the Wat
Senson, you osn hear that Fee.wee celling.

The 0ld people say that when all the peewees go awey os the et Semson begins,
they go down into this mud (they'r: also called mid~laris) and stay in the
rock place until ‘bumning grass time'. It esls indects , offen from the leaves
of the lilies,and on the ground., It lays 3 =6 reddish whiie eggs with purple

spots in nests built of mud and }ined with grass. They nest in trees,




Arnhenland Patrol: by Jack Miritji.

I went out on patrol to Maningrida through Arnnemlsnd and back to Derwin i:l.th
these men Jack Larcombe, Kovin Petcrson, Grahsm Castine. w0l Tagr Mivato

We lef't Darwin at 6.30am on Tucsdsy 10th Sept. . and wont out on Pairol to
mmwmmwm ‘l'hera’ﬁte mado grﬁrst canp
at Pinc Croek. . LI © Wb had our breskfast at Jcamp at old Police:
Station. Filled up wizh potro.L nd left Sor Ocnpelli shout 8.30am. Brokc down
17 piles frog Pine Oreck. The generator wes burnt out. We stopped and replaced
the genﬁratosr and at the same time listened to the radio sched. Set off again
and made our second carp on the Bast Alligator River, Borandi for tca. The next
morm.ng, caze on Thursday 12th Scptomber, broke camp at 8.10sm and left for Oncpelli
‘and hed ~ trouble crossing Imaroco Crock, there we made our third camp, and
- stayed for the night, travelled 54 miles doday., '

Un Priday 15th, broko camp at 7.45am, bogged at Guu.adirr Croek. Had dinner
at Arakand-Kera Creck. Bogged agrin at Guringary a tributory running into the
Liverpool River. A few miles later we tricd to contact Maningrida on the wirocless
not ﬁery succesaful, Campcd at Mau".n aka Crossing.

Saturday 14th Septewber 1.t Mauiaka crossing for Maningrida at 7,.45an.
Hoped to get to Maningrida today and did despite troublc with the vehicle. We
had to get the Settlement mechanic to come and : +x one landrover, as the clutch

went on it as we were driving in.,

Sunday 15th we staycd at Maningrida until on Monday 16th we statted work at
8.00az. Got two boys Johnny Manjora and Alex Junor to go to Yirrksla with us,
Loaded the trucks and left for Yirrkala about '2.00pm. - About %0 milcs from
Ma ningrida along the first road (Onecpclli to Maningrida) we started our owm
road. We went south and then to the cast about 9 miles to Gumamburuk Creek,
where we camped. One vehicle stuck in the Creek bottom up to rcar axcls at

6.00pu, Spont the night.
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1. For this paper - the person who can suggest the best local Aboriginal
nanc for the Mirage will get Issucs 41-60 freea., It could be the word
for Message, messago stick, wards, story, or maybe Edverpool River,

or souc place here at Meningrida - or you may have souc other good
iden,

2, Por the 'Maningrida Store'! - the Auditor, ¥r Doug G-amble Buggcstea ™
that Maningrida should follow some other communities like Hookor
Crock who call their store M Wombana'., This is a nattar for the Go¥op"
Board, but all over Australia thore must be hundreds of Snake Gully
Stores, Hardy's Hardwarc Stores, cte, Surely we can find one m'd
a pleasant sounding Aboriginal nage, for our store, .



) Miearning bark painting? Mat weaving? &huﬂ; \
08 dancing? I®'s not a step backwards in any man'sng’
language, in any country of the world,

// - ’ ) - [ - ' R .
_ ‘:?% African people have hung onto their weaving, =~ -
dancing &nd sing’ iz - which are now famous the world
“ el QVEY, T?erg are stacks of records sold of African
ribal singing. Famous African dancing companies travel

around the world showing other peoples their OWN,
UNIQUE ancient dances, . o o

The American Indiang are now starting to try and
learn again all their ¢ld customs, Europeans are
Iearning the ancient craft of pottery (invented in
China)}. Many Burapean customs are very old, €.8.
shaving whiskers is an ancient masochistic custom
coming from ancient Bgypt. '

- It might be hard NOW for scme Maningrida young men
and women to realize this -~ but there is no reason &t
alTl why Aboriginal customs shouldn'i have the same future
as other races, with dancing companies, records, treditionsl.
stories, Anmual Cultur:> Festivals ete,

Take bark painting for instance - just from the
Furopean people at Maningrida there is a steady demand
for paintings, What will happen if you Aboriginal
youngstera: don®t learn the skill while you have the -
opportunity? The skill will be gone - maybe forever
and in times to come, not only Aboriginal people, bu
Jmany people of the world will be sad, because nothing
+] bark painting} e R

Right now in America there is a fantastic demand
for paintings and other objects (carvings, mats, spears
ete,) done using ancient methods and ski o Years
"will pass and this demand will be even greater. '

You are the people who have the opportunity to
try and preserve aspects of Aboriginal culture, . .
YOUR CULTURE - don*i push it away. Iearn how to paint, )
Iearn the dreamtime stores, dance, sing - everythingl

This has been said before and it is s0 true - you

are lucky people. Aboriginals are culturally rich -
you have learnt many European customs, and you have
Aboriginal customs as well, ZPuropeans know only one
culture, they can®t dance your dances, sing your songs,
paint your pictures = many would love to, dbut they
don't know how, My class is trying to teach me 1o
dance your dances. ~ I am trying to teach them mine, and
apart from learning a lot about each other, we all have &
1ot of fun, Wouldn't it be just too good having a mob
of Burcpeans and a mob of Aborigines all together om

a Saturday aftermoon having a teach—im, dance-in,
sing-in? TYou teaching them, they teaching you. %Too
mach fun - here look{ _

Come on you mob, get with the culture kick! We'lve
got a lot to learn from each other. R -
' - = Walgett.
. 30 FE TP N 3 . .
‘Due at hanihgrida early ax this afternoon (Fri.) is the Aobassador
. fox Jugoslavis,

On Saturdsy , kir, Jim Davidson , of welbourne to buy bark paintings
¥Xr, Davidson bas been coming to hrmhemland for some’ yeors now and
knows pany of the artists well. In his younger deoys he was o mining
engineer in New Guineaz.



WEKEND DUTY (FFICER: MR ED. CailiY
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WRREND DUTY SISTER: Sister Ena Pickcrsgill,
M
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ST:R THinTRE: Frida y: State Fair.
Saturdey: Colossus of Rhodes,
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Church Serviccs: Sunday. 9.30am All age Sunday Schools 'The Lew of Moscs'
7.30pn. Evening Sorvice.

Mrs Prussian hes written a lottor expressing her appreciation for the
Church building and the service held last Sunday cvening, During the
last two .’ -, dry scasonsthere has been a fall off in numbors in the
congregation and some spiritual incrtia, Mrs Prussisn says "what a pity
that so many of the scats arc cmpty.....there is a text in tho Bible that
says "Farsake not the assembling of yoursclves together”,...a little
while spent inside thcse walls can be most rewarding,"

o i

DuiTH: - Mary Nulmurgmrg pother of Charlic How:‘_’:riimnga » Michael Gadjawula and
Jobnny Jibarrjira, on July 7th  Aged 50 years.
Ll £ 2 1

PEOPIE: Mrs Msrgot Willians: (formerly a sister hore) has written to say that
her baby Anthony Scott Williams is a 'beautiful baby' who docs almost all the
right things, Hargot lives in a flat in Mclbourne, She is wondering whethor
anyonc has scen a didjeridoo belonging to her,

dakak
and J. erra have roturned to Bulman after spending a fow
days with their familics at Maningrida, '
: : SRRex

Mr and Mrs Dans Pollard have returned from Albury, in Victoria where Mrs Pollard's
fathcr has been seriously ill, Mrs Pollard's father was the Membor for Albury
in the N_.S.;W. Parliacent until his retircment {(at 82) a few years ago,

' *EFOER ' S

Sister Filcen Jones and her sistor Kathy are staying with Sister Gec, and Eady
“._—'_—-——-—_—_______—__Im .
Carey for e fow days. R

sEhnny

Mr John Wilders: has beon attending a conference in Derwin at which the
Training Allowances and mattors rclating to employment arc being discussed.
kg
Migs Eﬂgq Gpllivor (Home wanagement) has ment oards to friends.g: She
has seen Hong Kong y New Delhi , then on to Tyre and Sidon in.fobanon

‘and now she should be in Ehgland,

Le b 21T

Silas tokes off for melbourne and that dreaded cold weather in “elbourne
- in a little over = week for the next meeting of the Pensioner Homes Trust.

- Congratulations to ilfie Hobeyts on beconing the owner of a motor vehe
.icle. Hs is fortunate to heve g fathep with experienee in mechanical worik,
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