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There are n ‘balanda(whites) were living in Maningrida anong
the ankakal?EY(Aborigines). tiorking with then and enjoying their
sorefront lifc. Most of the school bGeachers, Toreastrys, fisheries
crocodilus and & couple of other snall social helpers,

Sone were very friendly and good. I know becausc I visit then, ‘
T asked them to help me write ny story. I asled then te help me

 to fix ny tspe. I asked them to help me fix my truck. And learn-
ing from by talking through their ways. I i lucky. Because I

don't have to work with or for them. I am only friends for somes
And these sowe help me to lesdrn, But why we hate somd nonange-
‘(Buropeans),

‘Becauge o0ld.time:law of Djangawor and Wogilak sisters tell us we
bvoss for ourselves on our land, Before soue balanda come and we
friends. Then they go. ilow they coume Pull and fast. They stay and
not for black(mull) but for this themself, :

) - e t N ,'.- . L oo T : ‘_": N ’ ) : '
{#i6me balande worry for natives and know little bif of their laws.
Othor ones don't care and don't worry about it. They just interes
ested to live here. Yestverday, Monanga fight, joined themselves
1ike enemiecs. And soue dark people (yull) from caup (adawe) can't
understand properly. But maybe Council know I think, -

I see things happen with ny own two cyes and I hearing words with
ny own two ears. That some talk good and sone talk bad. They pake
Mg happy. They pake me sad. Sonetine they ndke me tpset and they
rieke mg interested, And they are caredinz ne too. is neans what
will happen today)and tomorzow? I can't understand everybimes. T
read plenty books, magazines, Mirage, Bible, newspaper, listen
wirles, lookim picture, comic, hearing planes, lookin motor cars,
going up and down. I listen enzine and make une think, ’

I drgnkim grog to try cover ny bhead. Sto thinking stupid idea.
But I bloody can’t stop. I can't. I think too much. What about
%og other people?” From seven tribes in Maningrida,., You think too?
his is your country. Young schopl hoys apd girls you should tell
all your parents, grannys, nother, daddy,brother, aunty, cousin,
uncle and so on. You explain them THAT THIS PLLCE HIM GROYT TOO
QUICELY. You tell them what you want. I sorry for that good ba-
landa who fight for us. WVhat fight? I can't help them but they
help me. I have to fight for Gunavidji tribe to say. What they

ghin§ about these balanda? For grow this country too big or too
ittle. :

What children are learning bit there at school? And how they
thinking. Are that new school teacher know? that native story?
And they teaching right for young kids? To think about new Ma-
ningrida problem. ¥Ve¢ need that kid to be new bunggawa(bosses)
here very soon. And we wanted them to help that old people to
gnderstand. Are we thinking for this? When I used %o be look.
They used to be happy at school. After the school, they conme



F""’-(,u"long ot Town ilall for the nusic and nlay SOngs.
X ;ff But now.ihey play cards. Soic eat clay. io hunt-
", gikinggfor leangoroos. Some sleep adl day and all

| Mt night. Mo walkabout. “hat this neans, And some go
- fishing. Low about the other nobs? .They do not
intersted for swinuing. -~ . NG '

A Por the outstations. What they think about for this

) plenty balanda atv Haningtrida? Do you want for:some

AR teachors to go to every outstations to teach all

N his bush children? TFor depend how long you want

’Qﬁwthem there. So that kid can learn and help that
Tlgiation. liore better for own languazeg known not

A balanda's own. 7 L 3
T ¢ 3

T an lucky. I an 35 years old. A little bit nore to go. If I'm
lucky. This is not ny country. I could not say this & lot. But
nayove I'n wrong thiniiing and naybe you don't belicve ne. Just be-
.cause¢ of ny own thoughts. But I am still thinking as I'm an Ji-
nang man. And ny father uscd to be 1ive around this place a long
time age. And I like to live around in saic way. And ny people
know me hers skin group (balang dua) But this different life now.

JACKX MIRRITJI
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DIy YIICA GUUAVIDJY TARILY CAMD

Last week on the ,0th of August, all the Gunavidji wothers and
chiléren went out to Juda Foint for cauping. ‘
e stayed there for onc weck. Vhen we first went
there we nade tents for us to sleep. Svery night
we nade canpfire to sing songs and tell stories.
One night, Lee PYinder nade a cauoiire with the
_children to sing and dance. And the other night
the mothers had a Corroberrie. MNancy and Betty
‘Mirdilwanga were the singers and we danced all
night. Children leorn aboriginal dances, ‘e dance
with any songs, songs like Imu dance and the
Frank Gatigati song.

Ye were happy there beczuse it was nice and :
quiet and cool night where there was no drunk

en men. nLvery morning the wonens weant to get e fou
yans anl! the children went fishing and swin- : =
ning. Svery afiernocn souce of the young wo-
men helped Lee to makc supper and tea. The
older woren went to et sone wood cook,

‘le made a good stew with neat and vegetables.
Every uorning we had oats or creaned rice
with fruit. ‘‘hen we went out, we were very Py

helpful to Lec and *eter and they were very kind to us. In the
norning, the tide went out and sone of us went UO collect oysvers
and when we got back there were buckets full of oysiers and sone
in billy cans. Octer Finder also went out with us to get oysters.
The children were busy playing and fishing and swimaing in the
1ittle rock pool and getting little fish that swam 1n she water.
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was watching eizht babvies.

fifFBut when we was out there, the
t

‘ ?Eégg\ “ yiven the b
¥ \ T s bi - |
:;:}' . N:Zr *$\ f\%ﬁ ii toetiaul o; tgz gggchgggg ;iﬁ;ﬂ

children didn't get sick. e wo-
theii loggedosfggg then well. e

really enjoy canping. Haybe
etine we will go oug :gain.

My_Loen Lt

Last week on the 3Cth of August, som NS
of the Gunavidji wonan and childreﬂJiMFL§ A
went out for camping at Juda Point,, Lyt
“About 11:50 A.M. we left Maningrida \"i\ %
and travelled by land to Juda Point, L

Lee and Peter went by the YMCA truck ! + _ ~'*
and the Gunavidji ladies went on the '
blue council truck. ‘'hen we reached

there we were esger to find Peter
and Lee waiting there for us.

We have found a lovely spot to nake ./
a camp. Lee $0ld us to capp right
next to then but the ladies had de-~
cided to canp about thirty yerds away where there was & lovely -
spot. During the first day at Juda Point some of the ladies and
nyself and Lee went out to catch some fish by the frill net or
the throw net. Peter Pinder and sone of the boys tried hard catche
ing fish but the ladies were luckier and hed a bucketfull of mul-
lets. After the fishing was over we returned back to our camp,
nade a fire and cooked the fish on the hct coal. The mullets .y
tasted so delicious.

At 4:30 pn some ladies made stew, the constructions for stew they
had sliced the potatoes in guarters, onions in suall pieces, and
also meat. Ye boiled a big saucepan of rice which we cooked for
about one. and a half hours. Later the tea was ready.We called the
ladies and the children to get ready and we were that hungry that
some of us hed two plctes. The children behaved themselves during
supper. Thcy cven washed their own nlates up. '

The next day followed. Daisy and Marzaret went out and dug sone
ans. Some of us had to stay ot the camp to wabtch the children

r o swim or sing under the trees with Lee. Lee¢ played the gui-
tar and btaught us 2 Filipino song. Peter drove the ladics to
town to mot their Child ©Sndownents and Widow's pension and to
shop. Just as we came back, Betty came with us with her two kids.
That nisht, the ladies had prepared to do some Cancing and how
ecited it was. Lee learned to dance with us. Laurie was the
best dancer so was baisy. Hancy and Betty sang. All the ¢children
danced. '
"o had a bit or roin thc following day. It was not really shorp
but we had our tents ready. Lee and ‘eter in one, the boys in
another, D-oisy and her group in the big sreen tont and ny ¥amllyh
in the srall bluc tent. The following day, Margarct and baisy v
Fora and threc kids went for a long walk to the creelr to colleet
gome crabs and they brouzht back several and gave Lee soune.

The joﬁrney was really enjoyable days. /e hope soucday we ipht
go azain.,
Story by: LSLAT JILLIALG



PEOPLE AND NLW%M

o Rhys JOnes and Betty Mechan who worked with the Anbara people. at
Kopanga in 1972/73 hope to be back in the area to do a bit more work
"at the end -of Septenber They think. they will be here ior about wlx
' weeks.;

TOm Haydon a pLOducer Lrom the BBC in London will be. coning to
Maningrida in late Sepbeumber to make some film for a big story he is
naking about Aboriginal people. He is going to film HManderrg naking

) a_é%%ng-Spéar;peop;e,hunting and digging for cockles,and aome_paintingj

Theee‘ll be no barge till Saturday a week...(this is a rumox)
 The beer.c¢lub is’ trying. to get seme beer out as it can on the plane.

mhe MHA is +to imnediately start building two houses for the
“Gunavﬁdals down at the old Sewnill Site. One house is for ¥illy
Djarkela and thc other for Stephen Garwulgu.

John Boyd Tiaison officer frow the Commonwealth Savings Bank came
on Tueday, the third of August to temporarily talie @ over Bank ope-
rations. He will be hexre tlll Saturday, the 7th of August The bank
is temporarlly situated at the Administrative Officer's cublicle
until one of the guonset huts, now undergoing renovatlons bhecones

ready as the new Haningrida Banl and rfost office center. Ixpecged
to take over John Boyd ig Mrs Galvin,

Gary Moriarty.. pay clork, radio ovemator, scout master, and now
£0ost Master General will be transferring to Bamyili soon.

Former llaningridians will have a grand reunion at Snake Bay with
Chris Burchett as new Community Advis er. Jack Gurulne; as Adminise
trative Officer and John Reister.

Bruce Neale is the bush tcacher for Maragulibban this forthmight.
Judy LeCherniinant and Lenore Chapoan are planlng in soon to get
back to Uork after a shopping binge in Sinagapore.

Har and Chrls Cox are, ﬁLc bach 1ﬁpn thclr hollday trlp around the.f
WOrl X
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- MEAN‘“IHF The Thomag Crown Afralr‘is expected to contlnue with -
tha amous song.:.. JINDMILES OF YOUR MIND,

-
rl

“PUBLIC NOTICES. Beginning 1mmediately petrol and oil sales will be'
conducted only between the following hours at the Store:

_ Monday to Friday 10 an to i1an and & pn to > pm.
- These hours will be strlctly adhe“ed toa _ :
\ _ A.Henderson
All next wcek you shohld be prupared for blackouts. WOlpers and Law:
will be carrying out erectlon of power 11nes.- '
‘ o Adnin, Officer
'. ima FIT T A L

Chupch progranme this wock will Ve the same as usual,
LIS | nrk | B
RN a{ei;%é#w-ﬁ

Spare a thought for the paperbark trees that used to grow on the
Hestern side of the creck,They hav: been bulldozed. Now what used to
be the nicest part 0¢ Maningrida looks like the reat of the sordid

- landscapc. ALl that's neeced to ccrpleta the picture are a few brick
boxes and sonc papers and drlnk caas.

i ] T _'I-f,;_ - Dan Gillespie
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