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..ITﬁo Maningrida Council has mads availablo to The Mirage the tapo recordings of '
l1ast Sunday's meeting with the Prime Ministor and various Ministers. We publish
here some excerpts from the tape. "o

The Council presented to the visitors o written list of what they saw as major
problome that confronted tho Aboriginal people of Maningrida.The meeting ook the 2
form of o disoussion of these pointe. -

~¢ ol d L these exesrpbs of this griportont neeting, as ve have
pudblished notes on council meetings In the post, for the infornation
and benofit of e connunity. o

S8ilos Roberts: Points the lManingride Council wishes the Prime
ipister Lo concider: o '

1/ ARNACHM LAND HIGL JAY: Last yeor a shrvey of opinicns on the
oroposed ADNNCH LenG Highway wes conducted by the council. Idceas
were token fron aress which would be affected by the highway. The
fullowing ccnscensus was drown: : :

a. The hizuw:y runs stroight througlh places that are settled or ore
likely to be sottled therefore the people w nt the hichway to be
re-routed so that it does not run tarough these areas,

b. The emergency road to Bulmen and Katherine should be constructed
to .nsure continuous supply of urgent goods to Haningrida and
outctations, pending a solution to the curient barge trouble..

¢. roods to differont countries (orecs) should be given preference.
fhis will be of gre~t help to the bush stotions.

MINING COMPANY: The Council fully agrees vwo the Governncnt nining
survey 08 proposed in the Yoodword report but actual prospecting
and nining operations should bc in close consultation with the
different tribal councils at all tines. (e.g. FAMCO type operation
is the nodel of suitability). .

BARGH: Moningrida and other coastal sobilements are always at the
nerey- of private shipping c.upanies. The council is of the vicw that
the Government should run a State ghipping service sinilisr to West
Australia's State Shipping Ser¥ice, This typoe of service will be
beneficial to n1l cocshtal arcos and is a nost urgent and immedinte
considerntion. _

THE TOWN: . .
&, Maninorida occupics a portion of Gunavidgl country. This nakes then
the pcople nost afiected by the developuent of this town. The town
plan and prcsent developnents here show that this will be another
bolrndn town. For this recson, the Council strongly believes that

the town plan should be changed to ncet Aboriginal ncceds. .

b. If HMeningprida becomcs anctier brlonda town the Gunrvidgis would
nave no pl-ce o (u. Other tribes living herc have the pronise of
their lend, the Gunovidsis hove nothing. _ B

e. The Gupnovidgis do not wont the prosent hooningrida orea to ocxpand.
The nuuber of balandas here shonld bo reduced. . ,

d. The developuent in the beal-nda section of the comoumity is much
foatni £han dewaln —~ in tlic Aboriginal sccticn. ' b




To dote thuere is insu ficicnt housing,water and clcctricity P
wont woter ond clectricity o run thwoush thcir housecs. TN 0P
¢. Reside t5 in laningrida would likc to have kheir own high . ho
here so that children won't have o 30 to Kernilda or Dhupuga,uc ‘

QUT T.TICNS: People who have gone to live back in their owﬁ counﬁ-i
arc trying hard to develop their cwn arcas and be @cononically gél_fc'"
sufficicnt throuyh small scole incustrics. - - Tk
2« Thesce people would lilc fishins, rig ¢ oex ive" j
. c ¢ fishing rights to be exclusive iorigi”fﬁ-
Pooplc R L 2 . '-J tOA o .!g,..,'
b. These pcople would like full Governicnt supoord, cspeeinllysdn =
building_ country rozdc, tron port-tion, lLousing and schools whore
reguestod, Ce _

o

On Arhnien fishwoy: : -
scnotor Cavenogh: I don't think jou've jot o probleda.... you'll.
pe protected by Wocdword and the Public Yorks Cormsiittec cnouiry.,.
It's only o proposed rond now, under Uoodw.rd the people. nust be -
ccn‘;ultod.a. I don't think it's o big isusuc. LD ey

[
W

On miningz: P
Scnotor Cowencgh:... If it hopscned that another counpony finds-
soncthing worthwhile on Aboriginal lond unless it's in the national
interest it can't be ridned wit.out the approval of the Aboriginal
cenmunity... I think you can accept there'll be no nining on:asaered
sitcs... (Under Uocdw-rd) dincr-ls reixain the property of the Cpown,
they xzive on eoxtra concoession te Aboriinals on their tribal lands,..
I think you can zccept that while you have = Iobor Governnenb:that
tic Question of fulfilling overscos contrrcets or mining profits will
not be in the neticnal intercst to o along with it where it belongs
to Aboriginals.

BABGES : : o
Senctor Cavenagh:lMy Deportonent hos considered the question of en
Aborizinal shipping linc to service Aboriginal port commmnitioes
and one of the proposcls wos that we should buy cut Perkins whieh
we're not preporcd o dc... This will be cne of the t:.ings wo'll
posnibly considcer now we'rce back in office ogoin, fc are concerned
abcut this and we recognisc that sca troanspert is the choopest fort
of tronsport for constal arces ond whotever ue can do we'll got on

witlh and try and hurry it up.

THE TO.N

The visitors werc told that in saying yes to various propossls vis.
uousing projects, the Abceriginzl pooplc had nct reaj{.isod the
Duropcan content that would be involved in such projecis. there .
they cnviaged perhops two or thrce skilled Supervisors Conidg 00 ’

15 or 20 buildcrs of varicus types were cuployocd.

Senctor Cavenegh: YWell, with regards to housing  you get over that
by sclcction of your type of housc. If you sclect a type pretabng:*‘
cd and only cssenbled on the job, possibily aboriginal labour ey
it with two or three skilled suporvisors. hborigingls in their pre
stopge of cdvnncement cannot de cleetricnl and plumbing.

was ecoionice?y
pditure and
~rtnent,"”
for the Envircmient suz cted a _dii’;'_:‘_gf_cntlycm
vhere you nvve the whole Big roage 1n t‘he

the old type bush schocl. -

HIG DonoChs: ) - ] o
Noncior Govenapl ooid that & high scheol at Maningrida
doeubtiul ...nish schools required a large copitel cxpend
nany te choers. "I feol it is natter for the Education -De>

e soid. o

or Moce Cass, Minlaster
structurcd high school
acheoul. Scnething like 3 _
‘fown plan.

3 o : he
stocd up. to talk bout t oo 08

At this p. int Stephen Gawulgu cut the
n v carovon parlk in $aclr

The Graaviagi people did not wvont o
indicrotced on the present town plan,

-1: I thinl wc*ll heve four or five Aboriginal af aite ind
T. -chin;, us t. running t»is country, also °Ut3t§?ign§;ri;s
- / ] * F . - [eEARRTEE ri B u 154 i}:c th‘-’!t. HO . 8

~ - ‘11 ovople 31x1 or S(_-'v(“ﬂ) oot ang i
fg‘gg\,tjin::}. ﬁzuginé Associction we only neod two tean to bulldnn:ur
wovse. Two teon, two people only. We don't want morce EBuropett
coine



Yo Just wont a rule. L lot of white puople coning in thiroush hore
and they will take away fxror our country ... Ahggigine drggﬂigg...
goke owey from our counbtry and this is why we don't like iv. Vo
1ike to nnnoge weself; full block Aberipgine %o black, We don't like
pixed up bliek and whito,.. overything ve running...wegclf, - - -

-'%ﬁgig%g gggggggg%hwhat'e the Mobile Vorks Force. Thcy'fo for house
i, ng oren oY e \ - )

;gng%gﬁghpgggltﬂobile Vorks Iorce should finisgsh. Thoy've been here
or QC JOOLHees

W:mt he's seying is thot the Mobile Works Porce have becn
on the Job too long and they uoven't finisbed the houses they stortoed
throe yoors ago. o

Biliy Yiriyin: That's it.

§2E£E%;5§232%%5E1 Thore's gonotiing wrong here aoncuﬁnro.\Whgaﬁdid\
you 8to you cuscbuilding. ‘ O

Bupter: The MVF bas been dbuilding houses hore since 1966 it's
gro;rau would vary froo: cight to tun houscus per yoer 2% any given tine
4+ nay have had from four to ¢ight non on tho job, Ita act - house

© puilding rate since 1966 is 2.4 hcuses por year finishod. '

. Covuparth:Now , who cngoges the lobile Horks force.
" Bupbtor: The Departucnt of Aboriginal Affairs, Darwin,

A discussion then followed on the Moningrida Housing Assccintlon
and the visitors were told that the housing associction had noved
out of the control of Aburiginsl poople, . .
at cn, fitinister for Northern Davclopnenﬁ}” Could you 4o without
a ‘plunbexr ‘ .
g%%gggﬁhzou'rc motting back to an arguncat that is virtually uncnswer-
ablc. When you press us on th-t point we have to 2dnit yjtiuvately'nol
We can't do without a pluunber but it depends on thot pliibet, it
depends what sort of o he is. If hets the richt sortof guy and
he can draw pcople to him , then ulti-ately, you'll hove o8 turtion
where you've got a let of boriginal plurbers. But if he'c an okker
.ustr-licn he's geoing to have the tr-ditional lustr:lion attitudes tc ~
Jberiginals wvhich ncans they're woy down thore s mewhere ond ic's
just not goine to relate ¢t to thon at all. Thet's the situation vo've
got. \ \
gss: Do you really nced o plunber? What intorests ve ig whot sort
I’ a-aousc does an A%original really wont. ‘"hen I drove in here I weog
astgundod ?o‘aoe tho housing. In fact I thought ‘My god, whore sm I
cuning to.
%;ll;_ji§§§§gﬁe§obile Horks Porce when they finish thds buildin%
aey 'ro s . Only the Housing Aszociction then, I den't like
Mobile orks Force. ‘ ‘
pagh: Well, youdre the boss, you ccn sack 'éide...l thou%ht.thoy
Lcput in drawinzs what Aborigincl peogle wanted. Thet'8 what I thought
they werc doing. It's for you to mskec plain to the architects what
you wnnt. Lpporently ccuctiing has fallen cown. g
R %gg%gg sug .ostod a frecze on dcevelopuiont at Meningridag
“visitors s id ‘the council should but their ideas down on paper,
‘ahd'sond o subniission %o the goveranent. ' ST e
CCVuE§gE:It'S up to you pe.plo. What I've boon trying to soy all the
T 18 thnt what woe're trying to do is to give Manin.xrida to you
pople. If you wont o freeze on developnent at Maningiidn BaY S0.
Discussion onsucd on t-is topie. Scenatoxr Cave agh 2aid the Govornnent
wos dctoruincd that Aboriginal people WOULD pr.gress, as pledged by
the Prine Minister in his 1972 policy specch. .
?g;g§§§:1t's a question of what yuu woat, it's the first tine I've
W t capruessed like this. It's the first tine the Priug Minister's
heard it cxpresscd cnd I'n inprussed by it.l can't omsuwer for theno,
I know yeu're iupotient, dbut since it's a new cuacept to then I1'd
like to sce it written cut in yeur ternms sc ve con ~§r§ tﬁ underst nd i
it bottor. Moybe I shouwld cven cowe boek again and 8 3 X1k about
it.
It waeg ton sug .ostud tu the visitors thot © writton subnissions
wora rarely cctoed upon.




S.nobor Caye e'Pe anepred $ooaceupt it hetlor ity
VElting or verdrlly.But all we ask yiu is t ¢ asider it wéllj:l
The Ciscussin rotuined to hevsins. t
i, b Prine Minister: If ycu wont us to help to

PTCVIL Ch Woe W°nt To Do sure thot the Liouscs we prey
cre the cnes that the peeple wont €l cosulves.
LItor nore discussien - - W c.u.ented on the idea of g
cn dovelepnent: fay I ut frrvord wht I buticve is tlic interpropey
“Lre and 1.0t is dn csconeo thot thore Yowve bocn too 1ony of omy
¢ 1 ¢'ne in in oo sh rt a tic. I don't think Ly DTN Doeosens
st. ) tuuec~ti n, stop honlth r st Torcetry but in the 1-s¥ & ],:ih
<f wo.lis there have bhion 10 f.resters cone in , thore've bccn?
difforent texchirs c¢o.0 in , no doubt in sone roasonoble capecity
«nd they've boun wwverwhelned by thc Burcpean or bolanda contonk,
wiich h 5 vse latud fron sonct.in . like cbout 40 when I cane hers in
‘6D te s . et ing like 260 tedry. Sut tho rote is zoins up aluost
boy-.nd couproiionsion,
Prijic Ninister interjocts: Power Gunovid is, icrc bolendas,
zpon BCoohow continues: If the Dopartucnts could opir-te in a

ldin ¢ pocity. TUil I think is the coatext of the frocze, ™ ™

Ccuncillors Yiriyin ond Munycl zppecled to the visitors for o
favorable decision on thoeir subiissions.

2rive hdndster: het's bucn stid now, h~s bocn put here (indiertes
papir) .r Iastonce you 4o sty Lore, in what you've writton thot ya
4 n't want the brlendo people € becone nure and nore. The prozost
nw.ber .f bolanda pesple in Mwndagrid~ s uld beecone less and less.
You've put vory well hore, woe con uadirstond tiiis ond we'll roioubr
tiis.

EAitcd by Pcter Cuoke and Don Gilles)ic.
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Hcst of the v .pulation of min?ridn is awarc of the current
turacil in the Depertnont of Aboriglinel Jffairs.

The liirazc does not know any.-ore about this natter thon anyosd el
at Haningrida. : v : S

When we have sone official information fron the Deparboend of b
i11incl Jffairs we will print it.Until then we will stand by.

D.G.
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3 The Edi-por! .
° ° Maningrida pirage,

Dear Sir i
In Hirage issue no. 15% of 1972 1 wrote the following:-

Mr Goff Letts, member for the Victoria River District,
introduced a Bill to amend the Iirearns Ordnance at the
Jost sitting of the Legislative Council. .

Paragraph 3{1) (h) of the Bill rcfers to the issuing

of a licence if the Registrar is satisfied that a person
nig able to read and write the English language ", The Bill
is due to be debated during the November Sessions of the
council,

The rcason for this clunsy and discriminatory proposition
would need to be revealed. It is almost certainly ained at
Aborigines where, as a minority group, the degree of
illiteracy in English would be the highcet in the Territory.
Fear of irresponsibility in the usc of firearms is an oub-
noded folk belief, so the reason is more likely to be
connected with matters of ccology. -

Mr Letts! proposed legislation, if passed into law, would
.. bring about a very siguificant recduction in the nunbers of’
firearns on reserves. rPerhaps Mr Letts has some evidthce that
the depredetions of Aboriginal hunters arc noking inroads into
the fzuna populetions of rcscrve arcas.
This is all pure specul.tion, so we must walt until soncone
questions his motives in intreoducing the legislation.

In Mirage Issuc no 162 of 1972, Mr Goff Letts MIC replied as
Follows: :
/ Your vol. 153 under the heading "Look Out" criticised
- amendrents proposed to the firearns Ordinance and ny notives for
introducing then.
_ ¥-- words taken from Hansard werc, "in o fairly rcecent incident
a party of men were shooting ot a popular recreation place where
_ People were canping and swinming. & necarby landholder drew the
attention of the offenders to a notice whiclk said 'No Shooting'.
They were opparently newly arrived nigrants ... whose cxcuse was
that they could not read and understand the sign. On hearing this
;story I rccalled that under the Motor Vehicles Ordincance a person
secking a licence for a Motor Vehicle -~ which is another forn of
lethal weonon - is required teo understand the rood traffic laws
. 0f the Territory and be able te read signs and notices. The sane

principle should apply to firearms and that is what this Bill sets
out to achieve,"”

There was no intention to usc te law to discrininatc against
Aborigines' hunting on rescrves. I rcalised later that the wording
used by the legal draftsmen nay hove unintenticnally produced this
.Iesult and he has been ingtructed to write wuitable auiendients for
further consideration in Yovembor. If necessary the Bill can be
adjourned,

... I cammot agree with your corrcespondent that "fcar of irrespons—
ibility in the use of fircarms is an ocutnoded folk belief.”" Hordly
& weck passes without cvidence of indiscriminate ghooting of livestod
Wildlife and road signs in the Territory. The trend tiaroushout
Australia is to tighten fireorns laws. Howecver, the special
Circunistances on rcgerves will be kept well in nind .
. . G ALETTS (MI.C)

aw to your attention that Ordinance Po 56 of 1977

@ssented to an 3/10/73 (Scetion 7) , Auended sectign 1% of7gﬁo

Principal Ordinaonce by onitting pa ;
C . 13 z paragrph (¢) of sub-scebtion(?2
ond inserting in its stead:— () (2)



"(e applicant for a pernit to purchase a hlgh power firearg;.
(1 1s a perscon who has attained’ Yhe age of sixteon years
(ii) understonds the law rclating to the roglstratlon and use of

fireorns,
(iii) 1s able to recad and writc thc English longuages and

(iv) is a neiver of a rifle club."

lTecdless to say Secticn 15 of the Principnl Ordlnance seta oat
the criteria for tho granting of permits to purchase high power

fircarns.
In view of thc contents of para 3 of Dr Letts' letter (10th

Hovenber 1972) I draw this natter to your (and his) atbention.
Pernaps he would care to comnent.

J. Hunter.
2ditor's comnment: ‘/e arc scnding Dr TLetts o cnuollmentanytxmyor
thls'erﬂpe . Uc undertake to provide hin with space in vhich heen
bgpl Ly whot L& said woudd hapbon (the renoval of discrigitick
against b,rlﬂlnﬁl pcople)dldn't happen. .

The Editors

L L oy
[ Vi T TRV i T :" ?.’ e

V:caticnal Trainin~ Courses applications are invit.d for the
followin: courscs:

CuUii L . IOD - Visilu T (1 (1)
A S U RNy ey Ly} Dun 141 Gelool _ - /e
victnr roHnir 5/8-4/10/74 D.CoCa 22/
C-rohoenvry /8’ /1070 Dn 2riieory Sehwol ' "
Sriciloyin 5/8=4/10/7" " ”
2rednce cooks A6/5=C40 /74 ¢ 2/9/7
Juildin

woinscinenee  16/C- 7 /12/70 " UM

Oificc l.usistonts  15/9=05/42 » 8/ ™

weidi - Jssint-nts 15/7=-6/12/7+« * 317/

Ingerscied jcrsons iny cont et S.Roberts or J., Huntor for Coteils of
awosheetus cte.Note the closing dates pleasc;
J. Hunter

0000000

JUMBLE S,ALE FRIDAY 3.00PM AT SCHOOL!!

HANKS ,FOLKS ¢
h We offer our sincere thanks and ap)reclatlon %0 thoge

who contributed so nuch to the snooth flow of events durinf Xk
Mr.uWhitlans visit., Jack Gardiner c¢specially.

Silas Roberts
Billy Yirinyin.



oneer PL 50 Turntable with Enpire 999NE/X Cortridee $
e 150 o,
doneex QL: BOOOA 4 channel anplifier (needs new swi%ch. 0n5org,ei~13°‘

$8amsui AU 505 acplifier $150 o.m.o. = #1150 o.n.o.
Bansui 350 receiver anplifier $100 o.n.o.

4-Bansui R500 reverberation anplifier $100 o.n.o.

1 Bony T¢ 160 Cassette Deck $150 o.n.o.

4 Akai l_l-’-l-OOD tape deck $200 o.n.o.

&-Bansui S.P. speakers $80 ea

~f. gat 85 + 2 headphones

Mo whole lot for $1000 All in A.1 condition,
;_;ﬂg's_.__approx 60 L.P.'s 30 casse ttes #$50 the 1ot

Contact Bob Olsen, Housing.

oo

{ ICHURCE AS USUAL THIS SUNDAY!!

?ﬁanj ‘}}IGW‘S ‘1Lc) V7. // 'ILA e /:)CO/D/Q
Who hcéxo/ of the school Lete
5:7 thanks +o  Chris Cox « /(/a//‘y

-ﬁw' the beautfol Sewz:gj ‘Mey clied
% -fde wa s aﬁ_(_g_a_‘_j Sucecess /
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