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. Felow is en old liirage story writien by Rosemary Walters
(ex Maningrida tecacher) which I feel is worth repeating and in fact
the ideas expressed in it could never be repeated enough.This story,

when first printed in the Mirage in 1972 resulted in Jack Mirritji
writing about how he saw the probleun,.One of these storics was

‘published in the Mirage a few weeks 2g0.

Marg Neale.

| QOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

Coons.Boongs.Blacks.Natives.Apes. ¥hy do we Europeans

- yse these words to describe you aboriginals?

- Why do we laugh at the way you spcak English? Most of us
{teachers,Forestry workers,Mining people,Works ¥orce workers,buildcrs
ete can scarecly speak a word in any other languoge than our Own, let
alone use several langua ges as most of you do.So why do we laugh in

~that condescending way?

but only "dificrent”
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Why do we criticize you for not living in the Buropean
Few of us have ever tried to live in any other way than the
conventisl European stylc.None of us has ever tricd to combine two ways
of life as you are trying to do.We know we couldn't lecarn to be
"Aboriginal® easily so why are we so inpaticnt with you for not being
pean® ?

. Why do we say your society is "primitive" and
"unsophisticated”? Few Buropeans understand the structure or history
of their own society.Even less of us have even & vague knowledge of
the conplexitics of your society.So how is it that we feel so confident
about comparing the two and dcelding which is better. (AR anthropologist
or sociologist night sugzest that socictics are not "better" or "worse”
aceording to the nccds of the pcople in thenm).
) Why is it that we think our culturc is
i/ better than yours? White Australieans
: receive an "Australian Education” .This
{ meens we Xnow next to nothing about our
: own culture,We either like classical
. music or modern: few of us can appreciate
. both. Most of us don't understand Modern
Art or know onything of the history of
art.Most of us arc only obscrvers when it
coues to any othor dance-forms other than
podern 'free' dancing.Few of us learn to d
sculpturc and we scarcely know how to judg
which of our hundreds of boocks and filps a
I 1 y S good and which ore not.
Since ocurtAustralisn Education” gives us so 1little knowledge of our own
culturc,it's amazing that we fcel so sure about judging yours.

= Fron where do we get our infinite sensc of superiority?
Why do we believe that a European is tired but on Aboriginal is lazy, a

pean is hungry but an Aboriginal grecdy, A Eurppean is sick but an
original is only protending tc feel ill.
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In the Territory, white dustralions (tcachers,Forestry
IQl'k?rBa,Hining pecple,licrks Ferco workers ,Budlders etec) cone to work on
fon ; settlonents.We cone full of ignorance and prejudice.We stay
for o while and then, still ignorant and prcjudiced go down south again

r:



and say; "Of cocurseé .l kneow aboub Aboriginalg: I've worked with thepye

We trink thot a few fienths teachlng Aboriginal childTen or working wit
Abcriginal uen or wohen has given us o real understonding of ﬁborivimi'
society, culture,rclifion and attvitudes.The unique oprortunity that 2

settlonent offers of really learning-50O. understand a Way of life totan
difforent to ouryown is nearly always vastod but our OWwn ignorance J
and projudice isTpasscd on to other people with a new wote of authority

and cxperience.

Coons,Boongs ,Blacks,Natives,ipe

. '« Who can curc us of ty
attitudes behind these words? . S
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MARRADJIRE AT CROKER A
dbout twenty Djinang nen, wonen and
children went this wcek to Croker Island
for 2 cordmony.The ccrenocny 1is callced ae
Marradjiri - Jack Miritji wrote 2 stoxry .
“bouf tris ceronmeny in the lirage last N
year.The Djinang people will be giving the cereuony to Croker »neople -
including the Rcv.Lazorus Tamd Lomi. At the finish of the cerencny the
big feathered pclc and sone zair or the birth cord of o baby born sone
years ago is Londed over with very exciting singing and dancing.
At Croker Island the Djineng people will neet up with Dutceh
anthrepologist od Bersboon (balung). 44 was ot Honingrida all last year
vith his wife Eifrcda (who is now cxpccting a baby). {d wos studying the
Djinang peoples cercnony and nythology 2nd ke has becn lucky to get
ancther chonce tc sec the Marradjiri . The Djinang people have kept in
touch with hin and when the ccerenony was reody to start Jiony Burinyils
o gent o telopran asking id o conme to
Crokera :
DJAPTI AT MANINGRID.

 On Soturdey a young nan (djapi)

P ) “Sweerenony was started at Maningridoe.It
. ﬁ?ﬂ‘}‘“ ~7is for the ycung brother of Ray, Carter
WG and Chorlic Djcrdilla. The singers
el e and doncers For the cerenony ore nostl

P of -~ REpbarrngo nen - Jacky Kala Kala,

. ?ﬁh Tes Midagurua,Jack Docherty and others.
R onGundingn ond David Gulpalil were

) e fe . 2180 doncing on Saturday.Tae Singing
and dancing is sothern style and 1ike
the singing and dancing of old Jolly Laiwanga and the Banyill nen.

DLibGV‘\ - nect 0( the kdfa - io. told by nugerogg infornes
Stands aboat g tall ~dlecorctalto Dan Gillespie.
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] In two we.ks timc we had onc goed holiday.We always g9
bunting or fishing or swimming.And mc and Wondy we went down %he

beach thon after that went fishin friend shc had our b ¥ .
g my %7 little gril

line and wc went long way SO0 We caught fishs dand I saw oneé .
to p 80RE

she was follow us hor name is Louric and we went together

placc.And T didn't caught any some of fish only those girls caught

somc of fish thon I made a fire to cook some of fish,Then we went ho
-Told by Mandy Gudjomin.

Over Weekond:




Topun HunNTE® Rervanse

hn Hunter Supterintendent amd later Community Advisor at Maningrida for many

,ei:-s ~ $1i11 the ond of I9T3 roturned to Naningrida last week, John now works for

artment of Aboriginal Affairs in Darwin ac a Projects Officer.He works in a

¢ Do . .
:gl], zcction with Tcd Evans, Bill Gray and Anita Cambpcll.
The section concerns itself with special problems and dovelopments arising in

soday's Aboriginal communitics.Jolin rceently undertook & study of racism in fAlico
wwhich he said was cxtremcly intercsting.Prior to that he had comiplecied a
qurvey of the Aboriginal authority siructure at Garden Point.

fore at Maningrida he is moving around to and camping at the various outstations,
talking to the pcople and discussing their preoblems and their future.He is trevelligg
vith W-Comwity Advisor Andy Hazcl went with thom om last week's trip
%o tho Blyth River cutstations,

It is to bc hoped that the outstations con expect better .
gupport from Dorwin as 2 rosult of John's visit . With the S
weothop at last looking stable the numbor of people in the “'*-:
bush is surc to grow again. TS o
This Dry Scason would bc an jdcal time for the Government :‘I:‘,:.J"I‘
to cstablish its support role for thosce pcople trying to 22,
ghake off the ohaoins of the Haningréda machinc. - ~y
Dan Gillespic. e
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Do You Wount Ao be cg_-_\lo’fex?

One thing thot is clooar fran lost Saturdny's voting is that there are a4 numbcr
of peoplc at Maningrida who arc old cnoush to vote but their names arc not on tho
voting limt.

Lagt ycor the Government chonged the law go that as soon as you arc 18 ycors
old you can have & votc at clection time. Youncon votc for the Government in
Canberra and the Government in Darwin when voting time comeg around.

I ampoing to ask the voting people in Darwin to send out gome papers 80 people
ean have their nomes put on the woting listo.

If you arc I8 ycars or older and you would like %o have a vote to pick thc person
you would likc to be in the Government let people knou so that you can fill out your
pipers, .

Dan Gillespic.

Sehaal Shones (cont)

A Short Hop: _
ohs Bill sat in his office thinking.Along came Jack, "Do you
f,lgk I could take a film of you and Bob in the two MH.D. Meshersmits
u%I‘lng_; at each other, except missing each other?” "I think I could
ate%hls it going ?o be?" "Next Monday". was the reply.Bill was waliting
e ne airport.”I’'ll have this One”. The pilots were in their planes
rug?lng the cngines, with the cameras rcady.They taxied along the
traway then they slowly rose into the airs There was a whible lot of
"DOC?r comlngnogt tehind them,Bill saw petrol on the tank, zand said
sc D't shootl” But Bob did shoot and it burst into flames and it came

reaming, down.He hopped out just in time.

. Timothy -~ grade 5.

The Shipwreck - '(Iihomas grade 5
a ) ¢ day in Ilarch the 'Warawi' was going along in the water
nd the front brokce opem,Three men were in tho boat.The men took
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Mrs. Clive Mcichon received a letter from Mr. Greaves,General
Scerotary of the Red Cross in Darwin thenking ,

; ; a ¢ people of Han-
ingrida for their donations for the Red Cross Appeal, ghepamonntﬁan
collected was $202. ‘
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- Charles Prince has loat) s pipe.It is a stumpy little short stemm:d
specimen.AIl you pipe smok¥es will understand what a bind it is to
lose a good pipe. Any inf rrﬁiation to Charles at the Ferestry. Office,
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Nocl and Shirle?v Soutter's red kolpie has produced 4 (at last
count)more genuine kclpies--two males two females, :
Meanwhile Gladys Pascoe is 4T

Berryman's dog of the same ilk.
cersons interested in storting a SH.Bernard
Timber YUolf owners c¢lub shewld contact the edit

ying to mate ‘her Doberman with Ron

sGreat Bane or Russim
ors.
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Muldoon Gestetner %eonaze bandit son of Herb Gestetner,Forestry
employec has gone bush again, He was seen stracking down Fisheries
beach c¢lad only in a folio of Woddechucks Debenture shares, Mr and Mrs

Gestetner would like anyone who finds Muldoon to contact them as som
as possible,

Road mainteincnce,lo

g8ing and the sawmill continue to be badly
affected br absentceism,

Mr, Jilliam Hilliger roving agent for the Alarm and Despondency
Orgonization(a non profit making charity)is due
this weck to spreadrumour and flagging tapein a

survey on the Nanja South road. He expects to remain a
weeck unless asked to lecave, '

Woodchuck Enterprise Shares @ 22/5/74.,

P, S,P.
“loddchuck A shares $1.98 $0.3
Joodchmeck Exploration N/F $1.00 $0.98
Woodchuck Bravel 828,473 $28.20
‘loodchuck (Aust) PFirewood 10.75 $0.68

Trading was quiet on the market and doubts about éhainsawsuppe%es
kept most buyers away.Woodcluck Exploration(d/L)shares have arous

considcrable interest. An advance party has set up camp at Bamboo
Creck.in early report is nmobt expected,

The article above arrimed laet week after our noon Wednesday
dendline.In fact when it cane in owr hardworking and sometines ok
maligned helpers had alircady gone %o press. 8o here it is this we
with ninor alterations to bring it up ta date,... eds.
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E g averybody in Australia whose names were on the vo¥ing rolls had
3 youd V8% for the Government of Australia,Pcoplo picked the man or woman
;utth»;r wanted to speak for their areo in the Parliament in Canbérra for the noxt

..M voting was very closc and as we are writing this story we still do not lmow
mowﬁthing will finish up.It seccmes surc that the Labour Party,with Mr.Whitlam
g Prise Mreisteor,will be the Governmment again.However,the Lebour Party will only
e Mghe onc or two more men in the Government than the Liboral and Country
will have on their side——they will be almost cgqual,

X the whole of the Northern Territory scnds only onc man to Canberra to speak for ¥
b

| ‘M;:&to Pkok between Mr. Calder from the Country Party,who already had the joh,
“ 4 ‘_31'3 from the Labour Party and Mr. Allan-Stowart who docen't have a party.

Again it is s8till not surc at the time of writing this story who was tho winner.
It soeme profty surc that Sam Calder will be the winner and he will be the man who

vi for the people of the Northern Territory in Canberra.¥r.Watcrs pushed him very
ped in the vobing snd has come vory closc to baking the job from him. Mr.Allan-
tewart 4id mot get many woics at all.

: fhe nert timc people in the Northern Territory will have to vote will probably
be %o piek the people we went to speak for us in the Legislative Council in Darwin

Dan Gillespie,
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CLOTHING T umMBLx SALE"

Pleaé_o hunt out your old clothes suitable for sale =t the Fete. A chance to sloar
ot those oupboards,Truck will collect on Sunday. :

Margﬂ.' Inglid

FoRESTRA
' K11 Woodchuck shares have tumbled with the arriw}él"of Woodchuck
Taompson who bogged the grader at Bamboo Creck, _

Bddy Webber arrived this week on tge.Islander aircraft in company
vith Sentor Woodchuck explorer Bill Goodwin and associates. They were
here to peruse the sitch.

The copter arrives on Monday and will be staying fqr aboui':‘ 2 mgnth.
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. hecording to V.B.Perkins Top End agent Squirty Bert the barge , Ut
lagt vumour ,is due to arrive at NMoningrida tomorrow .

| IS

e,



cﬁﬁgé,CQ?g;é/g§7 (:zzozﬂJEZ%ZWL,: 2%
The fishing competition on last Sunday, was not as successful ag
we wxpected it to be. The Aboriginal barticipation was nil. Wag

this because there was not any transprot provided ar any eats
and drinks provided?

However, the event was a pleasant one, and everyone who participateq
really enjoyed themselves, '

The winners of the day were:-

Junior Male - Edwin McMahon with a 101b Trevali
Junior Female - no prize

Middle Male -~ Neil McMahon with a 2%1b Trevali
Middle Pemale ~ no prize

Senior Male - Clive MeMahon with afi" 831b Trevali
Senior Female - Pat Meisasner with a 51b Trevali

Bonus Prizes:-

Most fish of the day - Wesley and Carl Dickfoss both
come with a total of 9 fish and the total
weights both were 8lb,

Most unusual fish -~ Fred Luff caught 2 Toadies on
a line.

Congratulations to all those people. Thanks to those who entered
and helped us to raise some money. Thanks to Mr. Pickersgill for
his and his wife's offer of help with the organisation of the next
one. L
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- Duty Officer_ ~. Terry Canning
o § Duty Sister - Sr. Betty Reister
ééa}/{f:[; Aol |
I.aat; Sundav evening we hadthe open air church service in the top
camp at Charlie Djarrabili's camp. There were many people came -

and we sat around the fire. Our local band music was doing a good
Job in drawing few others to come into the crowd.

A team of three preachers took part in their 5 - 10 minutes turn
in preaching. .

The atmosphere of worship and fellowship were real and very good,
among the congregation. The church is planning more of this
typre of church services around the camps in the future.

THEME OF STUDY FOR THIS WEEK - "The Gospel and the New Testament”.
Read Acts 8:26-46. 1In this study we are learning to. see-the way.
the good news of Christ's coming affects people of all walka of
life: men women, slaves, free men, fighermen, scholars, Greek,
Romens, Jews, dark and iight. - : S

Other church meetings and_ﬁctiy}ties;as usual.
| ' ) M. Latu.
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