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On Wednesday the Aboriginal men who are on the . .2

Progress Association Committee held a meeting, All the DBalandas
who were on the Committee have left « this is because the Governe
ment has said that all balandas nust leave Propress Assooiations
-tthey must be full ungagalia, I was there to write down the
story.

It was a good meeting. Tog%ﬁ Ibberal said first that
there should be soneone to speak for the ee bush places, A1l

the men thought this was a good idea, They scid next that J
Matjiri should be put off the Cormittee. He was elected last year
ut he did not come to meetings, This meant that they needed six

new men, These men were nominated -

Jirmy Cooper Stephen Gawulgu

Jack Wunawun 014 Peter Maral

Nym Manalpoi Big arney Geridawanga
George Fry Paddy Ferdhan :
Peter Gangalara George DBarorula,

The meeting then talked about these men, They cut out
Ny Maonalpoi, Peter Gangalara, 0ld leter Maralwanmu and George Fry
30 the new men are Ji Cooper, Jack wunawun, §§e§hen Gawulgu,
a ifrom the TIyth River Statlon people),

Big Barney Geridaw
Paﬁﬁ Forﬁﬁan (Txom éﬁé Guyun Station and the other places of the
Rembarrnga, vang

bon of Gungurragonne people) and George Dararula
(fron t?e Gardens at Gotjancinjerra where the Gunardba people are
living,

The neeting decided these things :
1. Pregident - Silgs Roberts
§ecre%g;¥ - Jirmy Cooper
Vice President - Joe Fry
easurer - Tormy Ibberal,

2, The cormittee would have some men to zive them%!ixice
and stories if they needed any help: :

Alee Rorrison - a2 lawyer rnan fror Darwing
Xlohord Morris—- o man who knew all about lookingwa
after rnoney, who comes from Darwi

Glen Dagshaw - he had been running all the Progre
business for 2 long time and the
cormittee would need his help,

The meeting said that Jgggx Cooger would be their
secretery ~ if he needed any help he wo ask nme and I agreed to

help,

The men said they would meet every month, at the stoxrt

of the month, Ray Munzg% and Billy Yiriyin would have the job of
getting all the nen together - especially the nen from the bush

stations, DAN GILLESPIE
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nanga) and I went out fishing and to catch crapg ,
gg:;pgzggiégo(Biri%ji). Most of then were my teachers ang t
Forestry friends, They were very friendly and good. We left
Maningrida about 10o'clock bound for Navy Creek. We passed the
small road between Anirunbi and Natjarrbuka and A?akalknrra,

We arrived at the Anirmunbi beach and saw one aboriginal mantg -
bike, Tommy, and he was fishing. We saw the Connair truck toe,
It wos nearly high tide and we saw a boat headlng_from west to
east, My balanda friends had a talk to the cgp?aln of the
dinghy, Then we returned to the road to the Animunbi swamp,

‘ (:\x*%vx :;h:r_ ¢y _ o
‘ A couple of weeks.ago on Sunday 22nd April, 1973 5 few

o We followed a little curly road and stopped halfway to
take some photos of the long green grass., We then took off to
the tiny open saltbush plain, One truck got bogged so we pulled
it out with another truck, Ve tried to go another way and +two
trucks got bogged together, We jacked up one truck and used ant
hills to make a hard road, then pulled that truck out with the
other truck, Then two trucks pulled out the second truck that
was bogged,

WWhen we got back to the rond we stopped and had some
beers and they were lovely after all that hard work,

On~the way back one truck had a tyre blow out, It was
to change the tyre so we had another beer. We finally
got back to the Connair truck and motor bike. We stopped there
and had a lovely swim to wash the mud off. Then we had a big
dinner to get ready to catéh erabs, . v

After lunch we left two ladies and a truck behind at
the dinner camp., We went straight along the beach to Navy
Landing and passed some Aboriginal men and women who were .
walking, We stopped at the crab ecreek, VWeé Saw some other
Balandas there with a few youmg school boys. We left the two
vehicles at the beach and then went into the nangroves and
scrubs. to gateh the crabs.,. My Balanda friends were using all .
the fish spears, but I was the only one carrying a 22 rifle to
shoot some teal duck, if any there, There we caught some crabs
and a few small-baramundies and little salt water prawns, It
was very funny to see my Balanda’ frierids trying to walk and |,
getting bogged in the black mud. A few other Balandas (mongea)
were following behind us., Ve all got bogged again when we were
carrying our crabs back to the tricks. That was funny because
everybody fell over and got really dirty and bogged.,

When we left in the trucks, the tide was coming in too
fast. One truck nearly got bogged. Two trucks got bogged. It
was easy to get one out but very hard to get the other one out,
and the tide was still coning in fast near the truck,

It was very good fun th 2

. at day like
who get bogged a1l the time, b aay 11,

any other citigens

.. VWhen we got back to the dinner carp, we were happy be-
cause it was a frigchtening fast ride along the beach, Ve picked
up the two ladies and the other truck, and went off home to
Moningrida, My brothers were worrying for me. They thought that
the Bglandas got me lost. Half way home one of the trucks ran
out of water, so we had to stop and fill it up.

When we zot home to Maningrida we hed a good shower.

One of ny brothers came with ne to the party and wg Joined the
Outside we cooked all the crabs, canp way and had

sorie bcer there, A few Forrestry People came, one man fron

Welfare and one fishermzn visited us : - b
dinner. It was good. _ 6d us, and joined us in a cra

It was a very good night g,
Sitting there among all the
orry for ourselves,

that;cgmj fire, My brother
t citizens, we were very
It is hard for us to smile md

and I were
gquiet and s
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join in but we still go ond try this way. Ve can't live any
other way but our friends help us to join in.

A few Europeans worrying that the English-speaking
people are destroying the aborigines with drinking beer or :SYO8.
Tut this is a lie., I nyself believe these white Australian. o
nedicine men arrived with medicine and helped the aborigines, §0
keep healthy and free fron sickness, and not trying to destroy,
us. Nowadays we are 2ll living a long tine and healthy and we
are growing huge nunber of aborigines in the N,.T. 2 i

L

When I was a Patrol Officer's Guide in Darwin, )
Moninsrida started as the last settlement in Arnherland. My
aboriginal relations are thinking this place is too nuch like a
town called Katherine znd they want to o away and build their
own tribal land. Dut I beslieve we should ask the governnent to
help us learn how to find ninerals, ond do sone nining and find
0il, and build up a big forestry and fishing industry. That day
at Navy Landing made me realize that all these things would make
Maningrida a good aborisinal township, organized by our own
people,

Jaci: Mirritji

Jack - You and I both know how much English you cen write. You
and I now that you didn't wirite very much of this story.
Dalanda people often help you with your stories for the Mirage.
some of then try to write your thinking as much as they con, ,
Others do most of your thinking and writing for you, When they
do your stories cone out like the bulldust that's in this story.
It's your head, Jack, - use it yourself - write your own
atories and let ther stand by themselves., The Mirage is not
worried to print your stories because there are English rnistakes
in then = you should not be worried either, Think for yourself
and write for yourself.

EDITOR \ /
‘ ~CCVvWN beLL\C)C>l ot
Moy _owey T =

During school holidays would all the parents neke sure
that the children are nc. nllowed to be or rather hang around at
the school during the day and evening, Ve know it is hord to
tell our children but it is against the school low and therefore
the children have to stay away fron the school area., The
children should now know the school law and obedient with this
law concern, This may lead the children to a nischief and will
be in itrouble for not obeyinc. Your regords. TR.NSL.TION3

Gun-guna school holiday nyipidi ni pada nyinyipi
nymonbu muyu adapa nyanyipu nuyu nyengge‘pgda puduwu tellipa
yedje gala pada apidi tikgidka pada apidini adengeaden’e adapi
ana-nunya. Noypidpi narncgi gun-gune school law ggnika guntertec
wengke wudu tellippe yedje pada adawu pada apidi ylkgidga. .
Tellippa yedje pidippi narncci adappl narn;oi ap@1gi pada apidl
tikid;a nunypi nuinyipi nynmanbu nuyu adgpi nycnyipi puduwu nyeni
nyorkiyana wudu pudupi gala gupunanggini nsulu wengke apudu
workiyana, Munypi tellipa yedje apudu wegte apuduni gunede jam%
apidiji pada, galapi trouble gupuna nunypl nyanyupu puduwu adgpl
nynanpu puduwu gala janouny gupuma—nglni -~ ulu wudu guwu paypiti ade
adapi guwupaypini apidini apudu workiya niulu wengke,

nyPa ::TQOO)
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_  On Monday Dse Uibo's rmother and sister arrived to
spend a week or 89O here. They care via Groote Eylandt and Gove,
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Stories of it reverberate around the oops place. ., :

It appears that most trips about the place now are "coloured .somgwhat by
MUD, as are the occupants and vehicles on their return from pleasant trips into the
country or Sunday afternoon drives. ' _

The BIG BOG is on alright, despite those who say we are approaching the dry
Perhaps it is this belief that impels the over anxious travellers to stray afar and
break new ground. The new ground, solid as it may appear, conceals the lurking,
all-engulfing grey substance that has a habit of sapping mens strength and spirits ag
it attempts to "consume man and beast". _

Just such a situatidn(s) was experienced by & number of brave Maningridiang
(21 of the mob) and their convoy of four vehicles one sunny Sundaye.

One would imogine that a trip to Navk Landing would be a fairly straight
forward affair but not so,after 6 bogs were recorded and many laborious man hours Spent
re-mobilising vehicles, the pleasant Sunday afternoon drive was converted into a
pioneering feat as a battle with the clements in many of its forms ensued.

It all started with Jacky Mirritji's assurity that this sneaky track he knew
would eliminate the foreshore drive from Rocky Point to Navy Landing. In high spirits
we set out through the tallest grass tzking what appeared like a track made by one after|
4 cang at the beer club.

.ovoD . All went well until wc hit the seemingly dry salt pans and thenme.... UcH
Number one vehicle boggedes.ss. mmnber 2 pulls it oute.... number 3 down.......
nunber 2 pulls it out...... number 2 and 3 bogged OH NO not number 3 again. It was time
to throw the shovel in and turn about. So sad, we could hear the ocean just over the
hill too. Flagging spirits determined that maybe we would rcturn ina couple of menths,

After a bit of scrub bashing and a nasty 4" pash in the orange terrors
favourite tyre we reached that refuge of the mammoth crustacean. We scored
ourselves about 50 of them, some prawns and a bucket or two of fish trapped by the.
nighty throw net.

. In an effort to remove that woeful grey substance once again we dowsed our
bodies in the rapidly advancing tide, We also celebrated ourplentiful catch.

A sudden realisation thatthe tide was beginning to lap a little too closely
to the vehicles, we bosried. Number ome vehicle took off around the bend homekard.
They soon discovered they were not being flanked by the rest of the convoy.A hasty
return to the scene revealed nimber 2 vehicle in grave distress. It was bogged
dangerously close to the ever-advancing tide(about a foot) Thirsy minutes of frantic
heaving,pushing and pulling was to no avail, The gravity of the situation was drawn home
as we all visualized the vehicles roof being the only visible part by 10 o'clock
which wgs high tide and many hours off yet - even the dogs started whining. 7

The tide was now gently lapping imto the drivers door as the vehicle subnitte
itself to its watery bed and snuggled even deeper into the sand and water up to its
axles. We were 21l fearing for our vehicles at this stage. Then the dreaded hand winch
was brought to the rescue and with nany greans fron the strapping men in the party the
dooned vehicle was winched painfully inch by inch to safety and cach inch forced
nunber 3 vehicle (which the winch was hooked to) sideways dueper into the sand.

Finally off again along the whole " 2% inches" of sand left, praying that
there would he no more stopagses. Vehicle one roared through a pool of water
and thoroughly dowsed the engine -"cough, splutter, splutter OH NO water on the
distributor " quick head for highér ground " echoed throughout the car. No 2 and 3

- -stopped toassist,.

At last; the final ridge to silid ground. Ye rejoined the two ladies who
chose to remain at Rocky Point (smart ones) They had just been busy peering along
the beach through binoculars worrying for the fishermen who hadnt returncd.

Only one more incident- a very thirsty and steanming radiator held the convey

up before the comprny arrived home to the lovely Maningrida to relish the hard carned
catch.

MORAL: He that goes to Wavy Landing should stay at Rocky Point or catch a planc.

¥B Enquiries can be nade at anphibious tours pty.1ltd.

seeollnrg Heale
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clely Uhere have beon indicotions that sone

Aborizinal and lluroaean ncoplc nay not ve very happy cbout vhe

opcrasioa of olic weckly picturc pro;ran.

There are two things to uhink ebout regarding che
piciures.

1. Weekly 2ictures are & gervice to the Laniajride
corriundiy, @nd as suen considerction shovld be iven
to the likes and dislikes oi cll the people conccrned
so that the iost elficient and pleesurcble sorvice is
siven,

7 24 The Parenis' & Triends! Association 8 boon operoilng
tihe victuircs e an econondc aid to ihwe schools Thoxe
is no doubt {iie school would sulfcr financial onbarr-
asonent if soiie Lo of assistuiice was not aveileble,
A% the morent the pictures cre shoun in the school

srounds on rridhy cind Saturday nigsbits. Tho school gsrounds &xo

loft in a [ilthy condition anc the 'encrul aroa, particularly
wnder the Head Tehcber's Office, usel as & ooilct.

I an of +the opinioca that vion the toun hwll is
conpleted the piciures should be serecncd thoere on Friday and
Saturcay nisnhts end the operation coabvinue under ‘the care or o
now conpletely dborizinal exccutive of whc Yorentot & IPricnds'
Assoeciztion. The Towa Hall I bolieve oifers ideal concditions,
anenities ané other necessary facilitics, aad this plece siiould

be ziven a trial seraeps it niey be oo hov or noisy.

.  Howevor, I an sujgesting tl"" thosc vho are boivling
up *Hchbninion accept this invitation “o genuinely and sincezcly
openly voice their opinions by nersonally @iscussing ihe
situation with nie or perhaps forerding to re your sisned opinion
in uritinz, Some of the points you usy wish t0 outline coulld
'include %he place of sercening, the tiues, the orzanigeiion ©o,
operate the secrcening, the uype ol Jilus you would like %o sce,
the chargee node, ways of Ieepin:; the pleee tidy, the proper

nlace Lo use for a Lollet,

You 1:ill need %o keep in nind that now and T10re povier—
ful projcction cquipment ray have o be purchesed and this ncy be
& separase issuc to who Actually oper otes the picturcs. Also
sonreonc, or an orwuniGAuion, ray need to operete iie town 2ll
shop 2t nicture time and possibly other tincs.
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Phere cre o hwiber of unresclvel netters ¢t the
poncat and we Go nct hove oll the caswerse It ooy be just a
etter of sutiont wodibing, acverdhieless il you uisit To olfer

constructive opinion, vlease do so &s soon &g possible,

~ Doavid lossall
OUR SCHOOL:1G YEARS AGQ
"Barly morning bising to check children at breakfast, and
full lunch duty at the kitchen, plus supervision of tea, to
gather in the truants. This will be a daily routine for a

week or so."

On Monday morning at 8 O'clock we were going to the
carnival in the truvks. There were four House teams. Reggie
and I were in Bundiama. Steven was the champion swimmer for
the senior boys. Some boys and girls tryed their best to
win. Andy and I won first together in the broad jumping.
Mullamulurra won the whole swimming carnival. The scores
were Mullamularra 113, Bundiama 108, Ngaburra 93%, and
Ginga 79.

- Patrick Mudjana

Sportmy | Roundup

BOXER WINS AGAIN:Part-Aboriginal boxer, Tony Mundine, the
Australian and Commonwealth middleweight champion, knocked
out Luis Vinales in the second round of their fight at
Festival Hall in Brisbane on Tuesday night. It was Tony
Mundine's 17th knock-out win in a row. Tony Mundinc then
left Australia on Thursday for a fight in France on May 14
against Max Cohen., Tony Mundine's brother was a member of
the All-Aboriginal Rugby Leagme team that went to New
Zealand a little while ago.

KOPANGA ALL THE WAY:The Kopanga girls team earned a place
in the grand-final with a big win 36 to 22 over Guyun in °
the final on Tuesday night. Joy and Sandra played good
basketball to drive .opanga to the win, Special mcntion
should be made of Alice who scored 20 to Guyun's 22 point@.
In the boys' final Kopanga just boat havy Lénding 36-34

in a very impressive game. Bad luck, Navy Landing; you
played excellent team basketball, c¢specially in the second
half. Raymond, Terry and Luke always kept Kopanga just in

front. Roger and Joe played good baske¢tball for Navy -

Landing, GLASD-DTi
GIRLS. Kopunga 24 beoat Lariboo Grook 22, after cxtra ince.

*QOYﬁéanquggzgn dey 31 begt Xopan;a 34. Conzratulations to
v11C srand-i uinners and to overv-onc olge uho slaved in
the conpcetitions, _ v sc who —1%13.
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last week Peter Bunjurljurl,Peter Djakundra, Jacky B. & I walked from
Rocky Point to the camp of the Anbara and Matai people at y%ggggj%gééfﬁ.
we set off at six a.m. and it was a surprisingly easy and pleasan
along the beach, We covered the 12 or 13 miles by 4past 10 and we had
about # an hour in smokos, S : :

.-~ On the way we found two turtles nests and raided them. We also came
across some Nakora peqple canped at Navy Landing. There are now. neaxly 100
people in the Blyth River area ..ot TLalagejirripa on the Western side &
Mandapulpu;fajirripa,Manakudok-ajirripa & up to Inengandua on the Eastern .
gide. Canoe making is still enjoying its revival--- from 6 footers up to :
the big ocean going nmodels,Pandanus sails are being made for the first time
for many years by the ladies. The Craft Shop is selling these canoes=- 8O
far we havesent one to the N.T.MUSEUM,Greta Daly Gallery in Canberra,Myerr
in Adelaide and the Y.M.C.A. in Darwim, A new hotel being built in.Darwin .
ig also keen to get one,Big Barney is going to make¢ an-.ocean going canoe
for-the National Ethnographic Collectiop in Canberra.

Barney is moking rope for the sails fromvhibiscus(midjingalmungalmd).
Thisrope is made in a’'very interesting way.Barney uses a Spanish windlass
type of tool to plait the rope whike Ruby,Nancy Mrry ond Horace pass the
threads of the rope from hand to hand. The children were’ v )
very interested -- they hod never seen thés done before.’

Good houls of fish are being taken ‘again. Barramundi are _

being speared as they return to the sea from the crecks ;

on the new moon and full moon tides; -Yam-hunting is in

full swing. People are going to both sides after the big Q&S:Sﬁkf

yans munbarndi. . e
Is it a recird? The Lala school was pperating on Good Friday- it nust

hove been the only school in the Commonwealth to have done 80,

- o

Is it o record? Sam Gamur caught a groper the other day on a 60 1b,
nandline, It was estimated at ?%%lbs. plus-it couldn't be weighed-it was

5¢ft.long,.Sam weighs 1201lbs standing under a shower wearing an Army great-
coat, . v N

Frank Guranonamana éontinues to show his quiet leadership and his great
knowledge of his culture and the bush.
) DQG.‘Q.,‘B,QMO& RoJo

Ceocker -/
M

"Cricket 1.30pm Sundoy 2t the M.0.G. All players and.spectators welcome.
B.B.Q. at Canning residence Sunday evening--7.30p.m.~bring roan drink,meat
and a bob or two for a raffle.

SR o : Cricket Club

Womers  Bosketbal™™

THE BIG WOMEN FLY AGAIN: The "Yéllow Terrors"fron the Gunavidji camp
headed by the Thexhoustible Helen,toppled the Mighty Red Baronesses from
their perch in o superb game on Monday night, Scores 32 baskets to Red's

e

The Gunavidji mob have really moulded themselves in a top team in all -
ways, They possess that killer instinct that fires any gome they are in.
The Red Baronesses,samewhat drooping after he first match,got themgelvns
into gear and rebotnded into yet another battle with the. Burera ladies-PINK
Red took it away with a score of 26 to 21,.1ts really "peaut"(sic)to see
all the girls trying their nardest,everyone ié putting everything they have-
into the games. Result many glistening and glowing bodies. )

Much of the prcsent high standard of play ond the resultant increase in
enthusiasm can be attributed to the Su erb umpiring by Jacky & Gladys
Pascoe(un huh!! a husband & wife team? Jthere is an increased emphasis on
rules which can only be a step forward ond very handy as the Darwin team
found out recently. This brings 2 new respect for the umpiress& the game.
Welcotie back to the ranks of the mavers Heather Cross.

Nex ' 9 Gunaovidji v'?inkEBuzera)
Next week Start Tpm. Yellow( 1) ¥ Red T rasses)

cont., somewhere



o | Faa. 8
Wowa ans  Da =ketaall (continued from somewhere) a}r ~

UMPIRES Jncky Pascoe Gladys Pascoe
Jinny Pascoe Fred Luff?

SCORERS: Pauline and Nonie
Helen and Doreen

TIMEKEEPER: Clive McMahon (Steptoe and son)

An approach will be made to some of the men who played in Darwin to giye
some coaching to the girJs in the finer points of the rules which need gqpe

_attention
MARG, NEAIE

oY know

» Quty OM%C&fT:;‘~ Bt
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‘Rainfall for April 638 pointHa.... rainfall this year 3845 points

YA

Meteorology  depoctumet.
_TIDES Saturday High 8a,m. Low 4p.le

© Sunday ~ High Ya.m. Low 5p.n.
- Monday No ttdes-< Public Holiday

Weather 29/4/73.” Max 33.0 Min 22,0 -
30/4/730 " 32o5-‘ Mjll 2100
1/5/73., ~ " 32,0 . Min 22,5

For M - cehe® /T mmoads temkeg b

Thank you to Roger Pink & Bob Stutchbury for getting the Mirage out
lagt week, Take.a bow also our regular typists Pat Christopher, Shirley ,
Soutter and Peter-Cooke— also our resident artist Denise Carwardine,

-

o S -
Edirenal ©

"The Mirage gives its wngqualified support tobavid Hassall's call for
discussion on the future of the pictures at Maningrida. This is a decision.
that everybody can take part in if they have sonething teée say.

, If you have got an idae about this nmatter don!t sit and bitch in
Private-~ nake youre thinking known,

~-and sone have greatness thrust upon then®

We nay not have had greatness thrast upon us yet but what has been

- thrust upon the Mirage is the knowledge that someday the paper will be &
very valuahle record of the life of Maningrida, Already we have received

"~ requests for a complete copy of all the back issues since Vol. 1., We find
that we may not be able to fill this order completely, I think Fhat it is
~very inportant that we place a complete set of our papers in the National
Archives and other places where people will have access to them in the .
future. What I propose is a Bay of Documentation sonetime in the near future

‘We will need a few volunteers, access to copying and duplicating geﬂii
and the loan of back copies of the Mirage, In this way we can make sure that
we have rnultiple copies of every Mirage available and we can also make sure
"that a nunber of important institutions also have complete sets, In tine to
cone the Mirage will have great value to historians,anthropoligists and
'sociologists to name a few, If you think you can help, let me know.

—fmm

Oeworer “he CUMOUE - - -
This week we cre pleased to report that there were no tractors, Toyotas

graders, trailers,notcorbikes, bulldozers,Gunwinngu or Gunardba work parties,

or assistant canagers bogged in the vieinity of the Cadéll River. Stories -

to the contrary are without foundation and the work of gcandalenopse=c,

v ~oseoem = memd g gnd gubversives,,.editor,
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