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Christmas at Manrngrida .

About 550 people attended Christmas Dinner this year,
perhaps not quite so many as were expected. - The cooks, and
helpers, are all due for thanks for their efforts.

The Christmas Eve carol singing was as noisy, and joyous,
as ever and the singers managed to convey their message right
around Maningrida,.

After the Service, and play, on Christmas morning, Father
Christmas made his appearance (the gunglassges weren't meant as a
disguise but rather as a concession to the brilliant day). After
distribution of the gifts to the children, he and everybody else
headed back to their own country to enjoy the rest of the day in
peace, . :

The footballers were super-active, playing on Friday,
Saturday, Monday and Tuesday.

On Saturdey and Sunday there were excursions for children
to Nawalada, where they were given the cpportunity to consume
extravagant quantities of frankfuris, fruit, drinks, ete.

Other events were the movies, spear throwing (reported
elsewhere) and of course the Happy Clubd (except Saturday night.)

OTHER CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES

It is no show without Punch. The Punch in this case
comprised the liguor content of the Forestry Single Quarters, and
the players, and stayers, as the case may be, seemed to be fairly
representative of the "new house" section of the village.

At about midnight on Christmas night a young man broke
into the quarters and lifted the entire stock of liquor, He then
carried out a hasty distribution and the party was on, and on, and
on. Festivities were still in progress as the stealthy fingers
of dawn crept over the cook-house; accompanied of course by the
inevitable fights and arguments. = The highlight of the show was a
spear-fight in the Gunardba and Jinang camps which fizzled out
about 10.00 a.m. Action then lapsed, It is expected to resume
with the arrival of the Law, who will be coming shortly to investigate.

Sports Day

The spear-thrpwing contest was held again this year, on
Boxing Day holigday. There were four targets, of varying sizes,
each attracting a points allocation for a strike. There were 48
contestants, about the same as last year.

The general standard of throwing was probably a little better
than last year; there were a great number of near-migses and qaite
a8 few spears were shattered when they struck the target support.
It would probably be better next year to modify the target support
80 as to minimise damage, and thus keep more contestants in the
competition, .

The points winners were not numerous as it is a case of
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either "hit! or '"miss' with the target. The results were as
followss -

dohn Godowz 10 points
George Mulumbulk 10 B
Jimmy liorrduk
Gecrge Gawarra
Kevin Hawula

Leo Wujal

Terry Wilson
Joseph langguja
George Helambala
David Irindillii
Allan Halinga
Dick Smith Snr.
Tom Galbaranga
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AN INTERESTING VISITOR:

On Tuesday lir. Ken Benton of Esso Petroleum visited Manin-
grida to talk generally about the prospects of mincral exploration
in the area. He explained that his company, whilst essentially
invoived in petroleum (Bags Strait, principally in Australia), hed
decided to enter the 'hard rock” field and for this purpose had
formed study groups dealing with various minerals {uranium, etc).
A market outlet for uranium had already been developed and the
company was now setting about exploration for this valuable minersy
The problem is that most of the country is already held under .
Propecting Authority. His company is therefore secking "farm-out
agreements whereby Esso negotiates with prospect holders for the
right to explore,and later,develop if anything 1s discovered.

This is not an unusual arrangement. The uranium at Habarlelt and .
the Bass Strait oil fields were both cxplored and are being devel-
oped as a result of Y"farm-out" agrcements. {

Mr. Benton will be returning to Maningrida in a few weeks
to talk some more. T
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THE CALL OF MATURE:

Forthern Australia was a happy hunting ground for the origiﬁ
inhabitants of our country.

Over a many hundreds of different species of reptiles are
found here, including many types of lizards, snakes, water goannas
frogs, fresh water turtles, salt water turtles and alsothe fresh
water crocodiles and salt water crocodiles as well as the Man
Eating crocodiles.

The native animals include wallabies, rock kangaroos, emus,
possums and wild dingoes,

Bird life is plentiful. Cranes, ducks, wild geese, brolgas
turkey, ibis abound around near the swamps, flats, billabongs and
open country.

Whil¢ Inland, the Mound builders, hawks, eagles, crows,
parrots; gaily coloured finches and white cockatoos have their
nests in trees or somc times in the ground.

T MR
The stingray
swims through the waker
carrying his spear.
hround the rocks
Yooking for a little fish,
Like a hunter

‘In the bush,
Darryl Ljanaynga.



The Scouts

On Monday morning, & large
crowd of people gathered =t the
air gtrip tc see the Scouts
board the RAAF DC-3 dound for
the Jambomwee in Sydney. The Prep-
arztions did not procede without
one or Ywo memorsble moments.

Two boys were to cone from
Milingimbi to join the conting- Rl e
ent, and on Saturday marning they TR
alighted from the plane and enthusiasticeily greeted their scouting
brothers, But where were theoir suit ccoen? Alam? There had becn sone

hiteh in the effieciency of the nirlinc! The two czses hsd been off-
Iocded ot Eleholl

Skip wes reedy to remove the haira of his head, hair by hair.
What caild be donc? Two boys here, = snd eclothing, uniforms ama
money, all at Elcho!

Could any excuse be found to bring Sheppy down this wny? Rndio
contaet wms duly mede nnd by graent good misfortunc, Elcho wore out
of flour, and so x trip hnd to be mnde to Milingimbo oarly on Monday,
end by a further strokc of good luck, somc rosidants in tho Crocodilc
Iglenda ware cogerly awaiting r chance to come to Maningridn, 3o
ninutcs beforxe Augtrrlis"a frontlinc of morinl dofonce was circl-
ing thc erce, thc red ond whitc Ceosann wao running down the sfrip
with two blue suit csscs on board. All wns woll now. Tho Scouts
boarded the plans to meny calls of good wishos ~nd much clicking of
Cgueres.,

They will toke part in the Jmmboree until Saturdsy, Jmnuery 9th,
when they will fly to Mclbourno ond then travel by bua to Trormlgon.
They cxpect to be in the deirging country for ton daoys and mnkc their
woy to Adelaide on January, 21st, laying their heoada to rost in tho
Potewnlunge. Sco=Scouts' Hall (near Gleonclg) for one night. Beemuso
of difficultices in bocking seats, thoy will then bid farewell to tho
gouth smd travel Darwin-werdm on Janurry, 22nd, which will bring
them back into the spherc of Conneir.

In the Christmas Maul.

Misa Edna Galliver in Bnglrnd hra bocon bugy studying for exrme
rnd will be writing to fricnds presontly.
?ister Cerli hes spent quite o timc helping her fetheor on hio

exttle property in Quoconclend. She hopes to go brck nursing goon,
and maybc to o big hogopitel in Melbournc.

Dennig Stromd hes received £ lotter from tescher 2g¥§g_ggg;§¥,
seying that they will be atten thc some ochool for o terening
of denf children in Melbournc next ycor (thia ycor, reelly).

Pocter Croker is now living in 'cnry *iggins cuburb in Conberrm —
(Higeina).

Dan Gillcgpic heso gsent up for long trouacrs. Hig knces arc
turning bluc in The chilly sir of Sydncy.

People.

Mr. snd Mrs, Trovor Pollzsrd are stztioncd ot Pickcrteramoor
with"Forcsbry and heve spent Christmas with their perenta, Dam is
due to go to Darwin for = medicel cxemination ncxt weck and may be
going to = new job soom.

H____:r- Eﬁ,s%x end fomily have comc from Milingimbi to live onm the
banks o ¢ Liverpool Riwer for four or five months. '
Mr, Pgul Stcphen, =z plumber with thc mobilc works forec, cxpcets

to bc here for somc wecks. He is = big geme fishermon ond is looking
forwerd to trying his luck out in thc open sca,

Mr, Kc% Hexrvey 1is reportcd +o howe inhcoritcd 214,000, It ic

runourcd, howcver, thrt it io row tno 1~t. to ~pply for lo-nua,




Young man in the making.

-Arbert, the son of Tommy Wadsminys ond Molly is
now sitting =t the home of his ritusl guardisn,
: Jinmmy Ngeloioun, wearing traditional. ritusd hor-
e ST ' ness and armbonds, waiting for the initiation
day, whzch will probgbly corne this wockend. Jdack Jdabitati heas beoon
'lcadlng the singing in the ovcnlngs.

¥hy orc _our small children coting legs?

Meny small children at Meningrido nre not growing smd . gotting
zs heavy =s they should be - snd this mesms thet their brazins ond
bodics arc not building =s wcll as they should. '

Almost all fothers have a job! So people heve noncy. The shop
is full of good food. Baby tucker is scrvwed cwery day. The bush is
full of many kinds of food, too. Then why zre the mothors: not foode
ing théir ehildren properly?

Thines =rc not ~lwrys whot thoy sceon.

Rceontly, the librarian of the Nztionml Libreary in Canberres
wrote and szid thet somconc haod shown him o copy of the Miroge,
and thet he would like to woccive one cech wook.

This sccmed to be en invitstion fronm = good, honcmd, roliable
subseriber ~ s0 on the strength of thet, 011 the back issucs were
scnk, zZlong with an zceount. Paﬁicntly we woited for the cheoque.
This wecck the librarien wrotc agein end graduslly broke the ncws
that, if =z publicction hog copy right matoriel in it, onc copy
must be gcent to the Netional Library "gratis? (frcc). An attached
copy of the law s=id that the peonality for feiling to do so ig
Blaon . What tricks therc arc for now playors! seess (

| k ’3 P~ /VC _
Storm and Fury =Y

On Sundﬁy night bctween 9.3%o and

11 pen. 11 the artillcry of hecaven
apenced up ercund us. The houscg wore
ghaken by loud elaps of thunder, and
llghtnlng mede the night as bright as.
d .

i Four mcn wero 51tt1ng “quictly" in
the Forcestry single nen's quarters, - i
pleesently cnjoying themsclves. Suddeon- L TR e
1y there wegs o loud bemg. The housc was plungcd 1nto dprkncss. Bvory
fusc had blown, Portunstely, no-cne wos hurt.

Barlicer in the cvening, =t Elcho Island, lightning gtruck a irons
formcr =md put half the town into darkncsa,

On Mondsy,morning somcaonce noticod that the tallest hollow lLog
coffin, stending up on thc "Opon-Doy" dsmeing ground, had losgt its
tap. A lightning strikc? Closc inspection showed that it had blowm
down. Whitc mmts, ond not the lightning hsd beon to blanc,

As the &4 oges to print.

Alan Brady and John Symea are travelling on the high seas in g dhing
-~ sailing from kurganella to waningrida. Eric Quick is keeping a radic
wetch on the Forestry wireless. a .

Apnother, who will be moving amid a lot of Fina, but not exactly sail-
ing or swimming , is Sister kaije in Sydney . She was expecting to meet &
number of her countrymen at a conferecnce there.

#11 “gterial in these issues is copyright, and may not be reproduced without
the permission of the Editor. '




Duty ty Officer: Mr, Bill Beckett.
Roster, Duty Sister: Sister Ena Pickersgill.
Duty Watchman ; Mr. Peter Gangalara.

Star Fri. “Dont go near the Watexr®
Theatre, A picture about some sajlors and a funny one
too. Starring Glenn Ford and (you'd never guess
Fred Clark,
Sat. "Come blow your horn" probably about little

Boy Blue,
Church Sunday 9.30a.m. Sunday School
lotes, T r.m. Evening Service,

Thursdoy 7.30p.m. Pellowship.

In the old times, the Foman people had a god call-
ed Janus. He was the spirit of all beginnings- the be-
ginning of the day, the beginning of the seasons and
the beginning of the year. The word January comes from
7 'Janu ', It stands at the beginning of the year,

At this time,we do well to look back . We think of many good
things in our own lives and in the settlement ~ the growing strenyth
of the Council, success in sport, the new shop, Bulman and many othe:
things. ¥e can thank God for these  things.

We look to the future. It is hiduen from us. But we do
not have to walk in it by ourselves.

Our Lord walks it too. ‘e
can walk with Him .
RN S

Birth. A Christmas Baby.
Mildred - a daughter for lMNargaret Garaynjidja and Hym
lanalpuy on Dec, 25th.
O
Houseg for Pensiopers.
Mr.Silas Roberts ©brings the following
information to our notice.

*It would be good if people could pay in scme money
to help build homes for pensioners., For every $1 that we can raise
the Government will give $2 extra,

This money can then be given to the Housing Assoc-~
iation and we will ask them to use it and build 2 suitable kind
of house for old people. & plan has been drawn (at “aningrida)
which seems cuite suitable. !

Silas expects to speak about these matters at

the next meeting of the Village Council and the I“rogress Assoc.
bt bk

Learning to speak Pitjantiara.

Ten Balanda people in Alice “prings have
been learning this language for threc wecks. Doctors, nurses
and Welfare officers atiended the Course. Later on there will
be a course to help Abeoriginal pecople speak better Snglish.
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