Introducing kids to the world of news
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Is the Gap Closing?
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Discuss the BtN story with another student and record the main points.

In your own words, describe what "Closing the Gap’ means.

Indigenous people live to years less than other Australians.

Name two preventable diseases that are reducing the life expectancy of Indigenous people.
When was the "Close the Gap’ campaign launched?

What is the aim of the campaign?

There have been improvements in some areas. Give an example of one.

In which areas have there not been improvements?

What do some Aboriginal leaders think should happen?

10 How did this story make you feel?

Write a message about the story and post it in the comments section on the story page.

Zika Explained

1.
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Before watching this story, discuss as a class what you know about the Zika virus.
Which big event is happening in Brazil this year?

What insect carries the Zika virus?

When and where did scientists first discover the Zika virus?

Which animal did they find that was infected with the virus?

What happens when people are infected with it?

Which parts of the world has the Zika virus?

Why is the virus dangerous for pregnant women?

Finish the following sentence: The World Health Organisation has declared the Zika virus
a...

10. How likely is it that the Zika virus will spread to Australia?

Write a message about the story and post it in the comments section on the story page.

Decimal Currency

1. Briefly summarise the BtN story.
2. What was Australia’s currency before dollars and cents?
3. In which year did the currency change?
4. Why did the currency change to the decimal system?
5. What percentage of the world’s population was using a decimal currency in the early
1960s?
6. How did most Australians feel about the change?
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7.
8.
9.

What did the government do to make the change easier?
Why was the design of the new currency popular with people?
Give three examples of the names suggested for the new currency.

10. What do you understand more clearly since watching the BtN story?

Check out the Decimal Currency resource on the Teachers page

Vote in the Behind the News online poll

Do the guiz on the BtN website

24 Million Australians

1.
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9.

What was the main point of the BtN story?
Australia’s population has just reached
Why is Australia’s population growing?
Why were people encouraged to move to Australia in the past?
People are living longer than they did in the past. True or false?
What are the benefits of a growing population?
Why do some people worry about our population getting bigger?
By 2043 our Australia’s population is expected to reach

a. 25 million

b. 30 million

c. 35 million
What do you think about Australia’s population growing? Explain your answer.

10. Name three facts you learnt watching the BtN story.

Write a message about the story and post it in the comments section on the story page.

Orangutan Gamers

1.
2.
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Where does Malu live?
Sumatran orangutans are

a. Threatened

b. Endangered

c. Critically endangered

Finish the following sentence: Orangutans are highly intelligent and in captivity they can

get...

Give an example of how orangutans use their brain to solve problems in the wild.
What have researchers come up with to help Malu use his brain?

Describe the games the apes are playing.

Why are some people worried about giving orangutans technology?

What will the app "Orangstagram’ allow the apes to do?

What sorts of things do zookeepers want to give the orangutans control of in the future?

10 What was surprising about this story?

Check out the Orangutan Gamers resource on the Teachers page.
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http://www.abc.net.au/btn/teachers.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/polls.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/quiz.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/quiz.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/teachers.htm
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Decimal Currency
@ rocus QUESTIONS

Briefly summarise the BtN story.

What was Australia’s currency before dollars and cents?

In which year did the currency change?

Why did the currency change to the decimal system?

What percentage of the world’s population was using a decimal
currency in the early 1960s?

How did most Australians feel about the change?

What did the government do to make the change easier?
Why was the design of the new currency popular with people?
Give three examples of the names suggested for the new
currency.

10. What do you understand more clearly since watching the BtN
story?
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What do you see, think and wonder?
After watching the BtN Decimal Currency story, respond to the following
guestions:

- What did you SEE in this video?

- What do you THINK about what you saw in this video?

- What did you LEARN from this story?

- What was SURPRISING about this story?

- Leave a message in the comments section on the BtN
Decimal Currency story page.

(e AcTiviTy

Key facts

Use the BtN story transcript to make a fact sheet about decimal
currency. Swap or compare your facts with your classmates. Use the
internet to find more facts about the changeover to decimal currency
until you have built up a detailed fact file. Alternatively make a quiz and
then test your classmates.

Episode 2
16" February 2016

€ KEY LEARNING

Students will investigate the history of the
decimal currency system. Students will
solve mathematical problems involving
decimals.

AUSTRALIAN
CURRICULUM

HASS / Inquiry and skills — Year 5 & 6

Sequence information about people’s lives,
events, developments and phenomena
using a variety of methods including

timelines (ACHASSI097)

Mathematics — Year 5
Compare, order and represent decimals

(ACMNA105)

Describe, continue and create patterns with
fractions, decimals and whole numbers
resulting from addition and

subtraction (ACMNA107)

Mathematics — Year 6

Connect decimal representations to the
metric system (ACMMG135)

Mathematics — Year 7

Round decimals to a specified number of
decimal places (ACMNA156)
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http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHASSI097
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACMNA105
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACMNA107
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=M&t=Decimal
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACMMG135
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=M&t=Number
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=M&t=Decimal
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACMNA156
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Campaign
There was a huge public education campaign in the year leading up to the change from pounds and shillings
to dollars and cents in Australia, including school talks, cartoons, ads and infomercials.

Watch this cartoon as a class.

This animated television advertisement
was designed to assist Australians with
the change from imperial to decimal
currency on 14 February 1966. After being
shown on television night after night from
April 1965 until the beginning of change-
over in February 1966, the catchy song
was well known by Australians. In
September 1965 the Decimal Currency
Board reported receiving 500 fan letters
from children for Dollar Bill.

. i . . . Dollar Bill and Australians Keep the Wheels of Industry
After WatChmg the video discuss in parrs. Turning, Source: National Film sand Sound Archive weblink
o What are your first thoughts about
this video?

o  Write down three things that you learnt about decimal currency.
Why was the new decimal currency introduced?
o What questions do you have?

Make your own poster, blog post or short video explaining how decimal currency works. Provide a
useful tip, for example, how to round money to the nearest 5 cents.

(e AcTIvITY

History — Life in Australia 1966

Students will travel back in time to the 14" of February 1966 when Australia introduced the new decimal
currency system. Find some interesting information about what was happening in Australia in the 1960s and
present your findings in an interesting way.

Who was the Prime Minister?

What was the fashion like?

What was technology like?

How much did things cost (for example food, clothes and shoes)? Get started here

Visit these websites to learn more about Australia in the 1960s

Find out what life in Australia was like in 1966 — watch a video from the Life in Australia Series made
by the National Film and Sound Archive.

Visit the ABC’s Timeline to find out what was happening at a certain point of time in Australia’s
history. Scroll across the timeline to learn more about the 1960s.
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http://www.nfsa.gov.au/blog/2016/02/08/making-sense-dollars-and-cents-50-years/
http://www.nfsa.gov.au/blog/2016/02/08/making-sense-dollars-and-cents-50-years/
http://guides.slv.vic.gov.au/c.php?g=245232&p=1633085
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCAD05A7F696C34B9
http://www.abc.net.au/archives/80days/default.htm
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Working with decimals

e Discuss the meaning of decimal and the origin of the word as
a class. Did you know that the word decimal comes from the
Latin word decem meaning ten?

e We use decimals every day in the world around us. Our
money is based on a decimal system. Decimals are also
used to measure height, weight and volume. As a class
brainstorm when you would use decimals to measure
something?

o
-

e Be a decimaster! Learn how to work with decimals by playing one of these ABC Splash interactive
ames.

e As a class discuss what rounding means? When is rounding useful? Watch this ABC Splash video to
see how rounding off can be used. Work through the examples to see when to round down or up,
and how many decimal places to use.

() AcTIVITY

Have your say

This week’s BtN poll is Should the 5c ‘
coin be phased out? Hold your own N
class poll. 5c Change

Key Leamis

Ask students what they think about the

idea of getting rid of the 5 cent piece

from Australia’s currency. Explain to

students that there are no right or wrong

answers and they should think of reasons for and against the idea.

Record student’s ideas on the class whiteboard.

Hold a class debate! Refer to BtN's 5 Cent Change resource for steps on
how to run a class debate.

oarc o
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http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/topic/494698/decimals/interactive
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/topic/494698/decimals/interactive
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/1477476/
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/resources/teacher/episode/20140617-5centchange.pdf

O USEFUL WEBSITES

National Museum of Australia — 1966: Switch to Decimal Currency
http://www.nma.gov.au/online features/defining moments/featured/decimal currency

ABC 80 days that changed our lives — C-Day: Decimal currency introduced
http://www.abc.net.au/archives/80days/stories/2012/01/19/3411470.htm

Reserve Bank of Australia — Pre-Decimal Inflation Calculator
http://www.rba.gov.au/calculator/annualPreDecimal.html

Youtube — Decimal Currency Advertisement
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZTeWLA1LAs

National Film and Sound Archive — Making Sense of Dollars and Cents: 50 years on
http://www.nfsa.gov.au/blog/2016/02/08/making-sense-dollars-and-cents-50-years/

ABC Splash — Decimals
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/topic/494698/decimals/all

Subscribe to our weekly newsletter for an update on upcoming BtN
stories and other useful and relevant teacher information. Visit the
BtN website and go to the Teachers page to join up.

Encourage your students to be active and informed citizens by watching
our 10 minute news program each day. Go to the BtN homepage and
click on the 3News link.
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http://www.nma.gov.au/online_features/defining_moments/featured/decimal_currency
http://www.abc.net.au/archives/80days/stories/2012/01/19/3411470.htm
http://www.rba.gov.au/calculator/annualPreDecimal.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZTeWLA1LAs
http://www.nfsa.gov.au/blog/2016/02/08/making-sense-dollars-and-cents-50-years/
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/topic/494698/decimals/all
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Orangutan Gamers
@ FOCUS QUESTIONS

. Where does Malu live?
2. Sumatran orangutans are
a. Threatened
b. Endangered
c. Critically endangered
3. Finish the following sentence: Orangutans are highly intelligent
and in captivity they can get...
4. Give an example of how orangutans use their brain to solve
problems in the wild.
5. What have researchers come up with to help Malu use his
brain?
6. Describe the games the apes are playing.
7. Why are some people worried about giving orangutans
technology?
8. What will the app "Orangstagram’ allow the apes to do?
9. What sorts of things do zookeepers want to give the orangutans
control of in the future?
10. What was surprising about this story?

(e AcTiviTY

What do you see, think and wonder?
After watching the BtN Orangutan Gamers story, respond to the
following questions:

- What did you SEE in this video?

- What do you THINK about what you saw in this video?
- What does this video make your WONDER?

- What did you LEARN from this story?

- What was SURPRISING about this story?

Multiple choice quiz

Create your own multiple choice quiz about orangutans. Think about
your audience and how you can make your quiz as interesting and fun
as possible. Below are some example quiz questions. Ask your
classmates to complete your quiz and then give them a score.

Episode 2
16" February 2016

€ KEY LEARNING

Students will explore the features of
orangutans, including habitat, behaviour in
the wild and conservation status.

AUSTRALIAN
CURRICULUM

Science - Year 5

Living things have structural features and
adaptations that help them to survive in
their environment (ACSSU043)

Science-Years5& 6

Scientific knowledge is used to solve
problems and inform personal and
community decisions (ACSHE083)
(ACSHE100)

Science - Year 6
The growth and survival of living things are

affected by physical conditions of their
environment (ACSSU094)
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http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=S&t=environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACSSU043
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACSHE083
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACSHE100
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=S&t=environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACSSU094

e What does orangutan mean?

e Where are orangutans found?

e What is the average life span of an orangutan?

e How are orangutans similar to humans?

e Why are orangutans orange?

e Do male and female orangutans look different? Explain.

Creature Feature report

Students will research and write a Creature Feature about Orangutans. Display your research around the
classroom or make a book for the class library. Use a Venn diagram to find differences and similarities
between orangutans and other primates.

Areas for research Orangutan

Name (common name and
scientific name)

Picture (photo or sketch)

Height / weight
Life span

Habitat — Where do they live?
Describe their habitat. Locate
using Google Maps

Diet

Predators / prey

Behaviour in the wild

Conservation status — Population.
Are they threatened, endangered
or critically endangered? What
are their main threats?

Other interesting facts
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Be areporter for a day
As a class, read the ABC News report from February 2016 about orangutans at Melbourne Zoo that are

playing interactive video games.

Using your own words, write an online news report
for kids about the organutans at Melbourne Zoo.

e Think about the language and tone you
will use in your report. Is it appropriate for
a young audience?

e Write a headline that is short and to the
point.

e Use words and pictures in your report.
Use captions for any photos included in
your report.

e Present the facts and/or opinions clearly
and accurately.

Source: University of Melbourne

O USEFUL WEBSITES

Melbourne Zoo — Sumatran Orang-utan
http://www.z00.0rg.au/melbourne/animals/sumatran-orang-utan

The University of Melbourne — Kinecting with the orang-utans
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/kinecting-with-the-orang-utans

WWEF — Orangutans
http://wwf.panda.org/what we do/endangered species/great _apes/orangutans/

ABC News — Orangutans in Melbourne Zoo playing interactive videogames using Xbox technology
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-03/orangutans-in-melbourne-zoo-playing-computer-games/7136478

Subscribe to our weekly newsletter for an update on upcoming BtN
stories and other useful and relevant teacher information. Visit the
BtN website and go to the Teachers page to join up.

Encourage your students to be active and informed citizens by watching
our 10 minute news program each day. Go to the BtN homepage and
click on the 3News link.

ABC
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http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-03/orangutans-in-melbourne-zoo-playing-computer-games/7136478
http://www.zoo.org.au/melbourne/animals/sumatran-orang-utan
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/kinecting-with-the-orang-utans
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/endangered_species/great_apes/orangutans/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-03/orangutans-in-melbourne-zoo-playing-computer-games/7136478

BtN: Episode 02 Transcript 16/02/16

Coming up on Behind the News:

The Zika virus has us all worried but should you be? We find out.

Open your wallet and say happy birthday because our money has just turned 50!
And meet the orangutans that love to play videogames.

Hello Nathan here. Thanks for joining us. Stay with us for all that and more but first.

Is the Gap Closing?

Reporter: Matt Holbrook

INTRO: The Government has released its latest report on Closing the Gap. That's the
name of a plan that aims to help Indigenous Australians to live as long as non-Indigenous
Australians. But the report shows that it's not going very well. So what's the issue? Here's
Matt. But first a warning to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander viewers, this story contains
images of people who've died.

Whether it's playing games like this one.
GIRL: | like playing at the river

Or diving for turtles.

BOY: I've got two.

These kids from Tabulam Public School in New South Wales love hanging out in the
water. But while they're having fun, they're also staying active. And that's really important,
especially for Indigenous kids.

BOY: It's really important to eat well and exercise and look after your body.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people live 10 to 17 years less than other Australians.
It's mainly because they are more likely to get preventable diseases like heart disease and
diabetes.

GIRL: It makes me feel sad knowing that | may not live as long as some of my non-
Indigenous friends in my class.

That's why the Close the Gap campaign was launched back in 2007 to improve the health
of Indigenous Australians. State and federal governments teamed up to close the life
expectancy gap by 2031, and to do something about the other gaps between Indigenous
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and non-Indigenous Australians. Like helping more kids get to school, finish year 12, and
find jobs. Every year since, the federal government's released a kind of report card about
the progress they're making.

MALCOLM TURNBULL, PRIME MINISTER: With each report we have an opportunity to
assess where we must redouble our efforts.

This time around, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull announced there have been
improvements in some areas. The number of Indigenous Aussies dying at a really young
age has gone down. And a lot more kids are graduating Year 12, but lots of other targets
still aren't on track.

Many kids are falling behind in literacy and numeracy. Not enough are attending school
regularly. Indigenous employment has dropped in a big way. And on average, Indigenous
Australians still die about 10 years earlier than non-Indigenous Australians.

The government says it's still committed to meeting these targets and closing the gap. But
many experts say not enough progress is being made. Some Aboriginal leaders think it's
because governments aren't working closely enough with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people.

PATRICK DODSON: Closing the gap hasn't got a buy in from Indigenous communities.
Others say it's going to take time for Closing the Gap to get results.
MATILDA HOUSE: Let's not get in a panic because we think we're not there yet.

Back at Tabulam Public School these guys know how important closing the gap is for
them.

KID: Close the Gap is a program for Aboriginal people to live a better life.
KID: It's very important to be healthy and look after yourself.
KID: Close the Gap to live a healthier life and to get a better education.

And while the latest Government report found there’s still a long way to go, these guys are
doing everything they can to help close the gap for good.

The Wire

INTRO: Okay time to take a quick look at some of the other headlines that got us talking
this week. Here's the Wire.

Warren Truss, the leader of the National Party has announced his retirement from politics.
The former bean farmer turned politician was also Australia's Deputy Prime Minister
because of the Liberal and National Party's coalition.
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Barnaby Joyce has taken over as the leader of the Nationals and as Deputy PM.

Two and a half years ago Calyn did something pretty incredible. He ran out into a busy
street to push his little brother out of the way of an on-coming car.

BROTHER: Because he saved me, what'd he do because he pushed me over cos the car
was coming.

And because of that heroic act Calyn's now been given the Brave Youth of the Year
Award!

Unfortunately 9 year old Calyn still has a brain injury from the accident but he's learned
how to walk again and is slowly learning how to talk again too.

And in Sydney another brave kid has helped save the city from Ultron Prime!

ANDREW SCIPIONE, NSW POLICE COMMISSIONER: Iron Boy we need your help.
Make a Wish reporter Hope Joy has been kidnapped. Officers have confirmed that Clark
Island has been overtaken by Ultron's henchmen and Hope Joy's been held captive.

Sydney's newest super hero, Iron Boy, quickly came to the rescue shutting down streets
and drawing some pretty big crowds around the opera house for his final showdown! And
most importantly he managed to save the day.

Iron Boy's true identity is Domenic and he's a nine year old with cystic fibrosis. And the day
was all about making his wish of becoming Iron Boy come true.

Iron boy or not, some say Domenic's a hero every day of the week including the real Iron
Man, Robert Downey Junior!

ROBERT DOWNEY JUNIOR: | just wanna wish you all the best, keep up the good work,
and listen here, | don't do this very often, | am making you an honorary member of the
Avengers. | hereby dub thee, because guess what, Iron Man loves you.

Zika Explained

Reporter: Amelia Moseley

INTRO: For the past few weeks, the world has worried about the threat of the Zika virus.
The World Health Organisation has declared it a global health emergency.

And in the lead up to the Rio Olympic Games, Brazilian authorities are worried the virus
might affect visitors and athletes. But now that a couple of cases have even travelled back
to Australia so should we be worried about it here? Let's find out.
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Brazil is known for its celebrations and in just over six months one of their biggest
celebrations ever will kick off - the Olympic and Paralympic Games! But as the country
gets ready to host, it's also on the lookout for a pest that could ruin the party.

They're normally known for their buzz and their bite, but these mozzies are carrying
something much worse than a bit of an itch; they're carrying the Zika virus. Until recently,
most people hadn't heard of it, but it's actually been around for years. REPORTER:
Scientists first stumbled on the virus back in 1947 in the Zika forest of Uganda, hence the
name. They accidently discovered a monkey infected with it and a few years later they
found the same virus in humans.

It turns out the virus could spread to people if they got bitten by an infected Aedus
mosquito. When people get Zika they can end up with a fever, rash, sore joints and
sometimes an eye infection. Symptoms can last from a couple of days to a week.

REPORTER: But hang on, scientists say no-one's ever died from the Zika virus and many
people who are infected don't even realise they have it! So why after nearly 70 years has it
become such a big deal?

Well over the years the virus has spread from Africa to parts of Asia and the Pacific, but
last year it popped up in parts of South America, Central America and the Caribbean as
well. Now, experts say the virus can be found in about 30 countries. In Brazil alone,
thousands of people have already been infected and recently experts also started worrying
the virus could be dangerous for pregnant women. If they catch it their babies could
develop problems like smaller heads and smaller brains.

Researchers are still looking into that link, but just in case, the World Health Organisation
has declared it a global health emergency to make sure everyone's aware of it and to try to
stop it from spreading.

The mozzies capable of carrying Zika are found in many tropical areas around the world,
even here in Australia in Far North Queensland. But the mozzies here aren't carrying the
Zika virus and authorities are already working hard to keep their numbers down anyway.
So even though a few people have come back here from overseas infected with Zika,
experts say the virus is very unlikely to spread here.

Back in Brazil, officials are still spraying for mozzies and even handing out tens of
thousands of cans of bug spray! But they say pregnant tourists should probably stay away
just in case. Meanwhile, athletes are doing their best to stay focused on going for gold at
the Olympics.

ALYSSA LAMPE, USA WRESTLER: It's kind of scary, but there's nothing really you can
do, like if you get bit, you get bit.

It seems most people here aren't ready to let this virus spoil the buzz.
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Quiz 1

Okay let's go to a mosquito quiz now.
What does 'mosquito’ mean in Spanish?
Is it:

e ltchy bite

o Little fly

e Or buzzing bee

The answer - Little fly.

50 Years of Dollars

Reporter: Carl Smith

INTRO: Okay next up | want you take out your wallet look inside and wish all of the cash in
there a big happy birthday because on the weekend our money turned 50! And to
celebrate, we thought we'd take a look at how we ended up with them in the first place.
Take a look.

SHOP ASSISTANT: Mornin', what can | do ye for?
SHOPPER: A pint of milk, 14 ounces of butter, and 2 pounds of flour please!

CARL SMITH, REPORTER: Back in the old days a trip to the shop could sound pretty
complicated. That's because Australia used to have a completely different system of
measuring things.

SHOP ASSISTANT: And where do you hail from?

SHOPPER: A few furlongs down high street, then 5 miles up Gilles Road.
On top of that we also had a different system for money!

SHOP ASSISTANT: That'll be 1 pound, 16 shillings and 11 pence.

The Australia pound, made up of pounds, shillings and pence, used to be Australia's
official currency.

©ABC 2016
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SHOPPER: Thank you! See you on the morrow.
Well, that was until this guy came along.

SONG DOLLAR BILL: In come the dollars, in come the cents, to replace the pounds and
the shillings and the pence. So get prepared folks for when the coins begin to mix, on the
14th of February, 1966!

Ok so it wasn't all his idea. But Dollar Bill did have the job of convincing Australians that
changing the Australian pound to the Australian dollar was a good idea. And in a lot of
ways it was a pretty easy sell.

The Australian pound, based on the British pound, was created in 1910. Each pound was
made up of 20 shillings and each shilling was equal to 12 pence. So you can probably
imagine doing even simple sums with this complicated money could get a bit tricky.

DOLLAR BILL: Carry the 12, | mean the one. 3 and 7 and 1 make 11, carry 1. 3 ones are
3, that's 31 shillings, | mean one pound.

The decimal system was a much simpler option - 100 cents in every dollar. But there was
another good reason to make the switch. By the early 1960s 95 per-cent of the world's
population was using a decimal currency. So converting them to Australian pounds was a
nightmare. But not everyone was in favour of the change.

Some people were used to using the old pound currency.

1966 AUSSIE: The only thing that's gonna cause trouble | think for the majority of people
is trying to convert the dollars and cents into the currency we're used to.

But most people were happy with the idea. So the Government set up a period of two
years where either currency could be used, making it a little easier for everyone to switch
over.

SONG: The old money, gradually making way for the new!

On top of that the many people really liked the design of the new currency. Our coins were
crafted with these images of Australian native animals and the notes reflected our culture
and history. In fact, the main thing that people argued over was what to call the new
currency!

There were more than 1000 suggestions, including the 'Austral’, '‘Oz', 'Boomer’, 'Roo’,
'‘Kanga', 'Emu’, 'Koala', 'Digger’, 'Zac', 'Kwid' and the 'Dinkum’. But in the end we picked
the 'Dollar' which is probably a whole lot less confusing than this would have been.

SHOPPER: Hello, today I'll have 4 Kanga's worth of apples please!

SHOP ASSISTANT: Well they're on special, so you can take the lot for a dinkum and a
digger!
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Poll

Okay now still on the subject of our money some people say 50 years is actually the
perfect time to get rid of one of our coins too. The 5¢ piece doesn't buy much these days
so some people feel it's the perfect time to say goodbye to it.

But what do you think? Should the 5c¢ coin be phased out? Head to our website to place
your vote.

Now last week we asked you if Australia Day should be moved to a different date and
most of you went with no. A big thanks to those who voted.

24 Million

Reporter: Matthew Holbrook

INTRO: On Tuesday morning, Australia's population will officially tick over 24 million
people. It's a big milestone so we thought we'd use the occasion to find out how Australia's
population has grown in the past and whether it will continue to grow into the future.

If you're watching this, Congratulations! You now make up 0.00000416666666666666 per
cent of the Australian population! And if you're really good at maths, you'll know that
means Australia's population has hit 24 million.

MATT: YAY! PARTY TIME! 24 million People in Australia.
SOMEONE OFF CAMERA: Why are you dancing?
MATT: | don't know.

In fact, most people aren't actually celebrating. But even if it's not cause for a party, it's still
a pretty big deal for our country. We'll get back to why in a moment, but first, let's look at
the main reasons Australia's growing. And the most obvious one, babies!

REPORTER: A baby's born in Australia every minute and forty four seconds, so now. All
we have to do is wait another minute and forty four seconds and there'll be another one.
That's quite a long time to wait, actually. We might have to move on.

Another biggie is immigration and Australia has a long history of it. Lots of people came in
the 1800s when the Gold Rush almost tripled the population. And later on the government
encouraged people to move here to help build Australia. After the Second World War
people were offered cheap or free tickets to Australia on ships and millions took up the
offer.

ADVERTISEMENT: Dad's taking me to Australia; he says it's the best place for me to get
on in life.
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These days, lots of people still want to come to Australia. Some are allowed in every year
to live, work, and study. And some are allowed to live here as refugees after escaping
trouble in their home countries. But there is another reason our population keeps going up
too. People are living longer than in the past. That means more people are being born
each day than are dying.

It all adds up to a bigger Australia. And some people think that's great. More people
means more businesses, more buying and selling and more building, and that keeps the
economy growing. But there are some people with worries, too. As our population gets
bigger, we'll need more land, more food and more water for everyone, and new
infrastructure like roads and schools. And while Australia may be big, it's also the world's
driest inhabited continent, so it's not as simple as filling up all this space with people.

REPORTER: That's another baby!

But our population won't be slowing down anytime soon. By 2043 we're tipped to reach 35
million. By then, you'll be 0.0000028571428571428573 per cent of the population. Sorry
about that.

And it means we'll all have to get used to sharing a bit more of Australia. So maybe getting
in the mood to celebrate can't hurt.

REPORTER: 24 million.

Quiz 2

Okay now for another question to test yourself on.

What is the population of the world right now?

e 700 million

e 2 billion

e Or 7 billion

The answer is 7 billion.

The Score

INTRO: Right it's sport time now. Here's some of the biggest moments from this week.
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To soccer first and flares have become a massive issue in the A-league. Last week the
Western Sydney Wanderers were fined 50 thousand dollars because some fans let off a
bunch of flares in a game against Melbourne. They've been told if anything similar
happens again in the next year they'll lose 3 A-league competition points.

Meanwhile Melbourne Victory are also facing disciplinary action after flares were set off in
their latest match too.

And there was plenty of excitement at this year's NBA All-Star weekend Dunk Contest.
Aaron Gordon thought he'd won with this outrageous effort.

COMMENTATOR: That’s what I'm talking about!

But there was still more to come. In 1988 Michael Jordan made one of the most famous
dunks of all time from the foul line and Zach LaVine decided to go one better!

There was also a celebrity 3-point challenge where NBA player Draemond Green took on
movie star Kevin Hart who's more famous for being tiny than throwing 3 pointers but
somehow the comedian equalled the pros’ score!

COMMENTATOR: Owwww he got it!

Unfortunately the trophy already had Greens name on it and was specially made to be the
same size as his opponent.

Orangutan Gamers

Reporter: Amelia Moseley

INTRO: Finally today, heaps of kids love getting into some gaming in their downtime.But
did you know that some orangutans do too? Researchers at the Melbourne Zoo have
designed some motion-controlled games specially for their primate patrons. And the
results have been surprising.

This furry fellow is Malu. He's a 12 year old Sumatran orangutan that lives at the
Melbourne Zoo. He and his family are part of a conservation plan, which aims to help
protect their critically endangered species from going extinct, so it's important they're here.

But orangutans are highly intelligent and in captivity they can get a little bored, especially if
you're a curious creature like Malu!. Last year the clever young ape escaped from his
enclosure using a blanket and went on an adventure around the zoo, putting the whole
place in lockdown.

DR SALLY SHERWIN, MELBOURNE ZOO: Because orangutans in the wild are solving
problems every day, where to find food, what to eat, what not to eat, who to socialise with,
who to avoid that particular day, where to find shelter, they're constantly using their brains
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and solving problems. In zoos, we give everything to them, everything that they need, so
we need to come up with different ways that we can allow them to problem solve.

So what's the best way to keep a bored orangutan busy? Well researchers from
Melbourne Uni reckon they have the answer - interactive computer games!

SARAH WEBBER, UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE: So what we've done is we've put a
projector outside of the enclosure and that projects an image into the orangutan's
enclosure. And we've also got a body sensor, it's called a connect sensor. Some of you
may've used it with the Microsoft 360.

This game's called Zap! It has a red dot that explodes when touched. The first time Malu
used it he got it straight away, even if he did it his own way!

SARAH WEBBER, UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE: So Malu went straight in there,
kissing the red dot with his face, was not what we expected, we expected him to use his
hand of course, or maybe his foot.

While another ape, called Kiani, did her own thing too! Researchers hope playing with
games like this will keep the apes' brains active and give them an insight into the animals'
personalities and even how they’re feeling.

DR SALLY SHERWIN, MELBOURNE ZOO: They've each got unique personalities as well.
So for example Malu might enjoy playing one game more than another, so we could give
him the opportunity to use that.

Some people are worried about the idea of giving orangutans technology like ours,
because it's something they'd never have in the wild. But researchers reckon it'll only make
the orangutans happier by giving them more choice and they're already working on new
games, even an ‘Orangstagram’ app so the apes can take pictures and post them!

SARAH WEBBER, UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE: Things that orangutans love to look at
is photos, particularly photos of themselves. So we're looking at using that as a way to
motivate them to use some of these games that we give them.

In the future, zookeepers say they'll think about giving these guys control of lights,
temperatures, even music in their enclosures. But for now, they seem pretty happy just
monkeying around.

CLOSER

And that is us done for today! For more info on anything you’ve seen today please go to
our website. There’s heaps there for both teachers and kids. Right, that’s it from me. See
you next week!
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