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Questions for discussion 
 

Questions about Paris 

1. Discuss the issues raised in the BtN story as a class. 

2. What do you know about the attacks that happened in Paris recently? 

3. How have countries around the world paid tribute? 

4. Choose a question from the BtN story and respond to it. 

5. What question/s do you have about what happened in Paris? 

6. What message would you send to the people of Paris? 

7. How did this story make you feel? 

8. What do you understand more clearly since watching the BtN story? 

 

Send a message of support on the story page   

 

 

Leigh Creek Closure 

1. What was the main point of the BtN story? 

2. Where is Leigh Creek? Locate using Google maps. 

3. Why do most people live in Leigh Creek? 

4. Why is the town closing? 

5. What do they mine at Leigh Creek? 

6. Why is the mine closing down? 

7. How many of the kids at the school are leaving Leigh Creek? 

8. What will the kids miss about living in Leigh Creek? 

9. Why are they making a video about the town closing down? 

10. How would you feel about moving away from your home town? 

 

Write a message about the story and post it in the comments section on the story page 

 

 

Einstein 

1. Have you heard of Albert Einstein before? What do you know about him? 

2. What did Einstein announce on the 25th of November 1915? 

3. Describe Albert Einstein’s experience at school. 

4. What did he study at university? 

5. Where did he work after he graduated? 

6. What is Einstein’s famous formula? 

7. His general theory of relativity helps us understand _____________. 

8. What has his theory helped scientists explain? 

9. What prize was Einstein awarded in 1921? 

10. What did you learn watching the BtN Einstein story? 

 

Check out the Einstein resource on the Teachers page  

Episode 34 
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Tropfest Cancelled 

1. Summarise the BtN story. 

2. Which short film festival is the biggest in the world? 

3. What is the kid’s version of Tropfest called? 

4. How has Tropfest helped young filmmakers? 

5. What style of animation does Cameron use? 

6. How did Tropfest help Cameron’s career? 

7. What does Cameron teach kids in schools? 

8. What do the kids like about the animation workshops? 

9. Why was this year’s Tropfest cancelled? 

10. Do you think short film festivals are important? Explain your answer. 

  

Check out the Tropfest resource on the Teachers page 

Do the quiz on the BtN website 

 

 

Wheelchair Motocross 

1. Describe the sport of Wheelchair Motocross. 

2. When did Tim first try WCMX? 

3. Who inspired Tim to give Wheelchair Motocross a go? 

4. Tim is in his wheelchair all of the time. True or false? 

5. How does WCMX help Tim get around? 

6. Why is safety an important part of WCMX? 

7. How is Tim sharing his love of the sport? 

8. What does Tim hope for the sport of Wheelchair Motocross? 

9. Illustrate an aspect of the Wheelchair Motocross story. 

10. What did you like about the story? 

 

Write a message about the story and post it in the comments section on the story page

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/teachers.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/quiz.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/quiz.htm
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Teacher Resource 

Einstein 

 
1. Have you heard of Albert Einstein before? What do you know 

about him? 

2. What did Einstein announce on the 25
th
 November 1915? 

3. Describe Albert Einstein’s experience at school. 

4. What did he study at university? 

5. Where did he work after he graduated? 

6. What is Einstein’s famous formula? 

7. His general theory of relativity helps us understand 

_____________. 

8. What has his theory helped scientists explain? 

9. What prize was Einstein awarded in 1921? 

10. What did you learn watching the BtN Einstein story? 

 

 

Class discussion 

After watching the BtN Einstein story, respond to the following 

questions: 

 

 
 

Questions and Answers 

Come up with some questions you think scientists 

ask and solve. Share your questions with the 

class and organise them into common themes.  

 

Make a list of questions that you would like to ask 

a scientist. Use the internet to find answers to 

your questions. Visit the ABC’s Ask an Expert 

website, to see if any of your questions are 

answered. Compare your questions and answers 

with your classmates.  

 What did you SEE in this video? 

 What do you THINK about what you saw in this video? 

 What does this video make your WONDER? 

 What did you LEARN from this story? 

 How did this story make you FEEL? 

 What was SURPRISING about this story? 

Episode 34 

24
th
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Students will learn about the scientific 
achievements of Albert Einstein. Students 
will investigate how scientific discoveries 
change our understanding of the world.  
 

 

 
 
Science – Years 5 & 6  

Science involves testing predictions by 
gathering data and using evidence to 
develop explanations of events and 
phenomena and reflects historical and 
cultural contributions 
 
Scientific knowledge is used to solve 
problems and inform personal and 
community decisions (ACSHE083) 
 
Science – Year 7  
Scientific knowledge has changed peoples’ 
understanding of the world and is refined as 
new evidence becomes available 
 
Science knowledge can develop through 
collaboration across the disciplines of 
science and the contributions of people 
from a range of cultures 
 
People use science understanding and 
skills in their occupations and these have 
influenced the development of practices in 

areas of human activity 

http://www.abc.net.au/science/askanexpert/
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACSHE083
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Match the scientist 

Can you match the following famous scientists with their discoveries or inventions? Cut out the words and 

pictures, match them and stick on an A4 piece of paper. Choose five scientists, find three surprising facts 

about each of them and share with the class.  

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albert Einstein Rosalind Franklin 

Fred Hollows Galileo Galilei Marie Curie 

Howard Florey Alexander Graham Bell 

Hawking 

Charles Darwin 

Isaac Newton 

Relativity Structure of 
DNA 

Gravity Restoring 
eyesight 

Jupiter’s 
major moons 

Radioactivity Penicillin based 
antibiotics 

Telephone 

Evolution 
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Class discussion: What is a biography? 

Before students begin to construct their biographies, hold a class discussion to find out what they already 

know about biographical writing. Record your student’s responses on the class whiteboard. Below are some 

discussion starters:  

 

 What does a biography tell us about a person?  

 Where can you look to find information for your biographical writing? It could include the internet, 

newspaper articles, magazine articles and interviews, other biographies, historical books or 

television interviews. Why is it important to use more than one source of information? 

 What makes a biography interesting? For example, key information and facts, a timeline of events, 

photographs, illustrations and quotes.  

 

 

Biography – Who am I?  

Find out as much as you can about a famous scientist using a 

range of primary and secondary sources (internet, newspapers 

and books).  Use the Biography Organiser template to structure 

your biographical information.  

 

Research questions: 

 What did they do or discover?  

 Where are they from? Locate using Google Maps 

 When were they born? 

 Explore the scientific discoveries that made them famous. 

 What were their challenges? 

 How do we recognise their achievements? 

 How have they made an impact on people’s lives?  

 How did they change our understanding of the world?  

 How would our world be different if their discovery had not 

been made? 

 What do you admire about them? 

 Imagine you could sit down and talk to them. What 

questions would you ask about their life and work as a 

scientist? 

 

Present your findings in an interesting way.  

 Give a presentation on their achievements  

 Create a portrait 

 Design a poster 

 Make a “Did you know?” for other students 

 Write a letter thanking them for their achievements and 

how it has changed the world 

 Create a timeline highlighting significant events 

 Using the Bio-Cube template, design and create a 3D 

model to present their biographical information. Each side 

of the cube will include a different aspect of your research.  

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/resources/teacher/episode/20151124-einstein_Template_BiographyOrganiser.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/resources/teacher/episode/20150331-malcolmfraser_Template_Cube.pdf
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ABC Catalyst – Australia’s Top Scientific Contributions 

http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/2342479.htm 

 

The Famous People – Famous Australian Scientists  

http://www.thefamouspeople.com/australian-scientists.php 

 

ABC Splash – Scientist Superstars 

http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/103242/snapshots-of-top-australian-scientists 

 

ABC Splash – Finding scientific solutions 

http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/38155/finding-scientific-solutions 

 

Behind the News – Science Week 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4291974.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Encourage your students to be active and informed citizens by watching 
our 10 minute news program each day. Go to the BtN homepage and 

click on the 3News link. 

 

Subscribe to our weekly newsletter for an update on upcoming BtN 
stories and other useful and relevant teacher information. Visit the 
BtN website and go to the Teachers page to join up.  

http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/2342479.htm
http://www.thefamouspeople.com/australian-scientists.php
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/103242/snapshots-of-top-australian-scientists
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/38155/finding-scientific-solutions
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4291974.htm
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Teacher Resource 

Tropfest 

 
1. Summarise the BtN story. 

2. Which short film festival is the biggest in the world? 

3. What is the kid’s version of Tropfest called? 

4. How has Tropfest helped young filmmakers? 

5. What style of animation does Cameron use? 

6. How did Tropfest help with Cameron’s career? 

7. What does Cameron teach kids in schools? 

8. What do the kids like about the animation workshops? 

9. Why was this year’s Tropfest cancelled? 

10. Do you think short film festivals are important? Explain your 

answer. 

 

 

What do you think? 

After watching the BtN Tropfest story, have a class discussion. What 

questions were raised in the discussion (what are the gaps in their 

knowledge)? Below are some discussion starters.  

 What do you know about animation? 

 What are some different types of animation? 

 What is stop motion animation? 

 How does stop motion work? 

 Have you seen stop motion animations? Give some examples. 

 What is claymation? 

 

Watch 

Watch these fun animations made 

by BtN Rookie Reporters. Go to the 

BtN Rookie Reporter page and 

scroll down to these videos: 

 Pacman Gets Bullied 

 Anti-smoking Ad 

 Watch Hagrid lifting weights 

 

Watch this video to see how BtN got creative with animation to tell a 

story about the Olympics.  

Episode 34 

24
th
 November 2015 

 

 

 

 
Students will learn about different types of 

animation. Students will create their own 

short 3D clay animation film using the stop 

motion technique. 

 

 
Media Arts – Years 3 & 4 

Use media technologies to 

create time and space through the 

manipulation of images, sounds and text to 

tell stories (ACAMAM059) 

 

Investigate and devise representations of 

people in their community, including 

themselves, through settings, ideas and 

story structure in images, sounds and 

text (ACAMAM058) 

 

Media Arts – Years 5 & 6 

Explore representations, characterisations 

and points of view of people in their 

community, including themselves, using 

settings, ideas, story principles and 

genre conventions in images, sounds and 

text (ACAMAM062) 

 

Develop skills with media technologies to 

shape space, time, movement and lighting 

within images, sounds and 

text (ACAMAM063) 

 
 

Media Arts – Years 7 & 8 

Plan, structure and design media artworks 

that engage audiences (ACAMAM069) 

 

Analyse how technical and symbolic 

elements are used in media artworks to 

create representations influenced by story, 

genre, values and points of view of 

particular audiences (ACAMAR071) 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/rookie.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3556535.htm
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=technologies
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=time
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=space
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACAMAM059
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACAMAM058
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=story+principles
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=conventions
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACAMAM062
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=technologies
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=space
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=time
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=movement
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=lighting
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACAMAM063
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACAMAM069
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACAMAR071
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Create a simple animation 

Students will begin by making a simple animation – either a flipbook 

or a thaumatrope. 

 

 

Flipbook 

Flipbooks are one of the easiest ways to create the illusion of 

movement and are a good place to begin exploring animation.   

 

Download – Make your own flipbook by following these instructions  

 

Students will begin this activity by thinking of a simple movement they 

would like to show in their flipbook animation, for example, a balloon 

being blown up, a flower growing or a dog chasing a cat.  

 

 

 

Thaumatrope 

The thaumatrope was invented in 

1826 by an English physician 

named John A. Paris. The word 

thaumatrope (pronounced 

thomma–trope) has Greek 

origins. The word ‘thauma’ 

means magic in Greek and 

‘trope’ refers to something that 

turns.  

 

How to make a thaumatrope 

A thaumatrope is a card with different pictures on opposite sides 

that seem to combine when the card is twirled. Watch this YouTube 

Video to see how a thaumatrope works.  

 

 

THINGS YOU’LL NEED  INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 Piece of cardboard 

 Rubber bands or string 

 Drawing equipment 

 Hole punch 

 

  

1. Before you begin, choose two related pictures to draw – 

for example, a fish and a fishbowl, a bird and a birdcage. 

2. Cut a circle from a piece of cardboard. 

3. On one side of the cardboard, draw a fish (or a bird). 

4. On the other side of the cardboard, draw a fishbowl (or 

other picture). Remember one image has to be upside 

down. 

5. Punch a hole in each side of the cardboard circle. 

6. Attach the rubber bands or string to each hole. 

7. Twist the string/rubber bands and pull tight to spin the 

cardboard.  The two images should appear as one. 

 

 

 

Source: Make your own Thaumatrope, 

University of Adelaide 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/theme/finearts05.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yD0ovANHdqQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yD0ovANHdqQ
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/waite-historic/urrbraehouse/primary-schools/pdf/thaumatrope_worksheet_uofa_urrbraehouse.pdf
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Stop motion animation 

Create your own short 3D clay animation film using the stop motion animation technique. Follow these 

simple steps to animate a plasticine ball using iPads, iPods, Smartphones or tablets. 
  

9 Steps to animating a ball of plasticine – Courtesy of GooRoo Animation 

Step 1  

Download a Stop Motion App from 

the App Store 

Some of the best apps are Stop 

Motion Studio, Lego Movie Maker, 

and Smovie.  

 

 

Step 2  

Create a small workspace 

A large sheet of paper taped up 

against a table and a wall provides a 

nice simple backdrop. 

 

 

Step 3  

Position and secure the camera 

Place your device so that the camera 

is facing your workspace. Blu-tack 

and masking tape work well, or for 

extra stability use a device holder. 
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Step 4  

Prepare the shot 

Place a ball of plasticine in front of 

the camera so that you can see it on 

the screen. 

 

 

Step 5  

Start taking pictures 

You can now start by taking your first 

photo, which is usually the large red 

button on most apps. 

 

Step 6  

Move the ball 

Move the ball slightly to the right 

about half a centimetre. 

 

 

Step 7  

Take another photo 

Once you’ve moved your hand out of 

the way, take another photo. 
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Step 8  

Move the ball again, then take 

another photo 

Now move the ball half a centimetre 

in the same direction, then take 

another photo. Repeat the process of 

moving the ball and taking photos. 

 

Step 9  

Play the animation 

Once you have a sequence of photos 

you can play the video to see how it 

looks.  

When you’ve mastered rolling a ball 

around, maybe you can move on to 

something a little trickier. Try 

morphing the ball into another shape, 

or create a character out of plasticine 

and bring them to life with animation! 
 

 

 

 

 
ABC News – Tropfest short film festival cancelled over `terrible mismanagement’ of funds 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-11-11/tropfest-cancelled-over-terrible-mismanagement-of-funds/6933142 

 

Tropfest Junior – Short Films 

http://tropfest.com/tropjr/films/2014-finalists/ 

 

GooRoo Animation - Workshops 

http://www.goorooanimation.com/workshops/ 

 

Clay Animator – Clay animation tips and techniques 

http://www.clayanimator.com/english/menu.html 

 

ACMI animation – Animation 

 http://generator.acmi.net.au/makers/animation 

 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-11-11/tropfest-cancelled-over-terrible-mismanagement-of-funds/6933142
http://tropfest.com/tropjr/films/2014-finalists/
http://www.goorooanimation.com/workshops/
http://www.clayanimator.com/english/menu.html
http://generator.acmi.net.au/makers/animation
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BtN: Episode 34 Transcript 24/11/15 

Coming up on Behind the News: 

 Community closed - meet the kids preparing for the end of their small town. 
 

 Find out all about Albert Einstein100 years on from the release of his most famous 
theory. 
 

 And Tim shows us how a wheelchair can provide plenty of thrills. 
 

Hi Nathan here and thanks for joining me! You can see all of those stories later but first. 

 

Questions about Paris 

Reporter: Matt Holbrook 

INTRO: The terrorist attacks that took place in Paris recently have understandably left 

many kids feeling anxious and overwhelmed. A lot of those feelings often come from not 

having answers to some of the questions running through your head.  So we're going to try 

to help.  This week we asked a class of kids what they wanted to know about what 

happened in Paris. And we gave Matt the job of working out all the answers. Take a look. 

Images like this have brought the world together, monuments lit up in blue, white, and red, 

the colours of the French flag. And people everywhere, showing their support for those 

affected by the attacks in Paris. 

But despite this good will, attacks like this can still be scary and confusing to think about, 

so it's natural to have some questions about what's going on and why. 

KID: What does ISIL want to achieve? 

Islamic State, also known as IS, ISIS, ISIL and Daesh is an extremist group that's 

threatened to harm anyone who doesn't agree with its views. The UN says ISIS has 

already killed or injured tens of thousands of people trying to make that happen. 

KID: Why would Islamic State kill so many innocent people? 

We don't know for sure why Islamic State targeted Paris. In fact, around the same time it 

claimed responsibility for a big attack in Lebanon too. But ISIS says the Paris attacks were 

revenge for the French bombing it in Syria. 
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KID: Where and when did ISIL originate from? 

Officially it formed in 2013, but it actually stretches back more than two decades. And for a 

while was part of another extremist group, Al Qaeda which was responsible for the 9/11 

terrorist attacks in America back in 2001. 

KID: Is Australia going to be next? 

Well, right now, Australia's threat level is high, which means experts say an attack could 

happen here. But it's worth remembering that Australia has heaps of specialist agencies, 

and lots of clever people like intelligence officers and counter-terrorism police working 

around to the clock to stop that from happening. 

MALCOLM TURNBULL, PRIME MINISTER: Australians can be assured we have the best 

security agencies - they are monitoring the situation and seeking to protect Australians at 

home and so far as we can abroad. 

And despite what happened in Paris, attacks on Western countries are still pretty rare. 

That's one of the reasons why they make such big news stories when they happen. 

KID: Is there anything we can do to help? 

Finding a way to help after an event like this can be really hard. But one thing you can do 

is add your voice to all of the others standing against these terrorist attacks. Millions of 

people around the world, including many Islamic leaders, have spoken out against ISIS. 

Because they say the extremist group doesn't represent the teachings and beliefs of Islam. 

So they want all people, Muslims and non-Muslims, to stand together against them. 

You can also share messages of support to those that have already lost so much, just like 

these guys did. 

KID 1: Hope is with you. 

KID 2: May peace be with your nation. 

KID 3: We send our prayers. 

KID 4: Stay Strong. 

KID 5: Pray for the families of Paris. 

KID 6: We will stand by you. 

KID 7: Don't give up. 

KID 8: We're all behind you. 

And if you'd like to leave your message of support for the people of Paris please go to our 

website to find out how. 
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The Wire 

Time for the Wire. 

Still on Paris, and schools have re-opened more than a week after terrorist attacks rocked 

the city. These guys say the attacks were really scary but that most French people are 

staying strong. 

KID: It is probably going to recover, but it's going to need some time. 

KID: When that kind of big event happens, after a while everyone gets better. And I think 

now the right thing to do is just keep going. 

KID: Paris is really strong and no matter what is thrown at the city, it's going to come back 

and it's going to be even more vibrant and lovely as ever. 

 

Back home now and super high temperatures and strong winds have caused some terrible 

fires across parts of the country.  But the worst blazes were here in Esperance on the 

south coast of WA. 

Many people there had to evacuate their homes and some schools were closed, while 

sadly four people also died.  Some areas are still on high alert until the dangerous 

conditions ease. 

 

A family in Townsville is asking for funding from the public to expand their koala hospital! 

ALISON BEE: This is Tallulah. She's one of our patients we've had in for two months. 

Alison and her family live on Magnetic Island and they're helping koalas that have been 

affected by a big drought in the region. 

ALISON BEE: When I first started seeing koalas in the early 2000s we realised there was 

nowhere really that could take them so we've just built up from there. 

At the moment they only have room for about 5 koalas. But they're hoping the public will 

give money to help them take care of more. 

 

And the 2015 Oxford English dictionary word of the year isn't a word! 

For the first time ever the dictionary picked an emoji to sum up the mood of the year!  

It says 'laughing with tears of joy' was used by millions of people around the world this 

year.  And deserves a special place in the history of how we communicate!  
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Poll 

Now I think that emoji story would be perfect for this week's poll. 

Should emojis be added to the dictionary? Head to our website to place your vote. 

Now last week we asked you if you would like to be an astronaut when you grow up. 

And most people went with no. 

But there were still enough kids that clicked yes to mean we could have more than a 

thousand astronauts in Australia within the next decade or two!  Thanks for having your 

say. 

Leigh Creek 

Reporter: Amelia Moseley 

INTRO: Now imagine being told that nearly everyone you know will soon be forced to 

move away. That's what's just happened to the kids of Leigh Creek in South Australia. The 

mine that employs most of the people in the town has just closed down meaning the 

community will soon disappear too.  Here's Amelia with more. 

To these kids, this country town is the only home they've ever known! 

KIDS: It's in the outback.  

KIDS: It takes six hours to get there. 

It's called Leigh Creek and it's here in South Australia. Locals say it's a pretty nice place to 

live! 

KIDS: My house is right near the outback, we have a gate and we can see the sun rising 

every morning. 

Most people in Leigh Creek live here because of this - a big coal mine a few kays out of 

the town. For more than 70 years it's employed thousands of mine workers who came here 

from all over Australia; even across the world. Over the years, the coal mine has helped 

create power for the whole state and as more people moved to Leigh Creek for work, a 

school was built for all the new kids.  

But now the kids of Leigh Creek are about to face some big changes. The mine is getting 

old and it isn't making enough money to stay open, so last week it shut down for good. For 

many kids in the town that means their parents won't have jobs here anymore. 

BOYS: For people that've been working there for 50 years; I reckon they'd be pretty sad 

it's their last shift. 

And it means they'll have to move away. 
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BOYS: Since the mine's shut down, they need to move so their parents can make money 

and have a decent life. 

KIDS: Sad, sad, sad that I'm losing all my friends and we'll have to move. Same. 

Out of 100 kids at the Leigh Creek area school, more than half will have to move to a new 

city or town. 

KIDS: Some people are moving to Western Australia and I'm also moving to Queensland. 

For them, it'll mean a new school, new friends and a new life away from Leigh Creek. 

KIDS: I'll miss riding with my friends, just us two friends and going out to creeks. 

That's why they've made this video. 

VIDEO: To some people it might just be a town but to me it's a home. 

It's giving them a chance to talk about how they feel and tell other kids about what's going 

on too. 

VIDEO: I've lived here all my life and I can't imagine living somewhere else. 

BOYS: It's gonna be pretty sad, but if we make a movie, people will remember Leigh 

Creek and remember all the good times. 

SCHOOLKIDS: We went to the pool last week and we did some filming and we're just 

looking at some of the videos that we made. 

VIDEO: When Leigh Creek shuts down I think I'll miss my friends the most. 

Even though it's a big change, the kids of Leigh Creek are all doing what they can to help 

each other through. 

KIDS: I’m scared that I’m going to be making new friends and all that, but one door closes 

and another one opens. 

And no matter where they end up, they'll never forget their special home in the outback. 

 

QUIZ 1 

Okay let's stay with mining for a quiz.  How much coal does Australia export compared to 

other countries? 

 The most 
 

 The second most 
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 Or the third most 
 

The answer - the most! 

 

Relativity 

Reporter: Matthew Holbrook 

INTRO:  One hundred years ago Albert Einstein announced his general theory of relativity 

to the world. It was pretty complicated but it had a huge impact on our understanding of 

how the universe works. But how did he come up with it? Here's Matt to walk you through 

this amazing man's life. 

He's the guy who didn't like to wear socks, dropped out of school, and helped inspire the 

look of Yoda. It’s Albert Einstein's and he’s mostly known for being a brilliant scientist with 

some incredible ideas. 

The world heard about one of those ideas, on the 25th of November, 1915, when Einstein 

announced the final equations for his general theory of relativity. It was a huge moment, 

but even today his work on relativity is still helping to give scientists a better understanding 

of our universe. 

Albert Einstein was born in Germany in 1879, and he was a pretty normal kid. He liked 

playing violin, did OK in school, and was pretty good at maths. But at 15, he dropped out 

and tried to get into Uni, but failed his entrance exams. Yep, even a person often called 

the smartest of all time can fail a test. He then started a new life in Switzerland. 

He got into Uni there and studied to be a teacher. But after he graduated he couldn't find a 

teaching job so he got work in a Patent Office, checking out other people's inventions. And 

it's about this time that Albert got busy putting together some pretty impressive scientific 

ideas of his own. 

In 1905, he published several important papers, including one with this famous formula 

which you've probably seen before. 

But what Albert Einstein considered his most important work came in 1915, when he 

published his general theory of relativity. It's all about the relationship between space, and 

time, and it gave us our best understanding yet of how gravity works. 

100 years later, that theory is still really important. It's helped scientists explain the 

existence of black holes, how time travel might be possible, and even how the universe 

was formed. It's still inspiring new research into physics and astronomy too. 

Like the experiments going on here at the Large Hadron Collider in Switzerland. 

Not long after Einstein's general theory of relativity was released, he became famous 

around the world. And in 1921, he won the Nobel Prize for Physics. Albert Einstein has a 
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really important place in history books and as we celebrate 100 years of general relativity, 

scientists say there's still a lot more to learn and discover from this scientist's unique way 

of thinking. And no we're not just talking about his attitude towards socks. 

 

Tropfest Cancelled 

Reporter: Carl Smith 

INTRO: Less than a month out from the popular Tropfest short film festival organisers 

have announced it now won't go ahead. That shocked many filmmakers including lots of 

kids who still haven't been told whether the kids version, Tropfest Junior, will be canned 

too. Carl met up with one filmmaker and some budding filmmakers to find out what effect 

this might have on kids wanting to get into the industry. 

Colourful characters, crazy situations, and great stories.  Short film festival Tropfest has 

shown Australians plenty of weird and wonderful things over the past 22 years. It started 

here in Australia back in 1993 and now it's the biggest short film festival in the world! 

There's also a kids' version of the festival called Tropfest Junior which was set up in 2008, 

and it's helped launch the careers of many budding young film-makers! 

Cameron was a tropfest finalist in 20-10 with this claymation short film. He says the film 

festival opened lots of doors for him. 

CAMERON, GooRoo: Yeah that whole experience was amazing, it was screened in front 

of 100,000 people in Sydney and then on TV all around Australia. That's kind of what it's 

all about as a film-maker, getting that big audience! 

He still makes animated films, and his success at Tropfest has led him to set up a program 

showing kids how to make them too! 

CAMERON: We bring in all our characters and show them some of our films and what 

goes into making them. 

KID: We are making an animation with some plasticine blobs and they turn into a lot of 

things and jump over each other and morph together 

KID: Our team name is the 'splatinator awesome people' and yeah it's really fun working 

with the plasticine cos it’s really easy and you can make whatever you want. 

KID: We're learning to do clay animations, we've got to take pictures with an app 

downloaded onto our ipad and then we put it all together to make a short film! 

KID: It's really fun, because one of my favourite subjects is art, and it's great fun doing art 

and videos with your friends. 

KID: I think it would be fun to make a movie, and it'd be fun to put it into Trop Junior 

maybe! 
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But for any young Aussie movie-makers looking for their big break things have just got a 

lot harder because this year's Tropfest has been cancelled.  The organisers of the festival 

said the company in charge of Tropfest's finances has run out of money. 

So the event won't be able to go ahead. 

It's been a big shock for fans and other film-makers. 

CAMERON: It is a shame, because it's the best opportunity for film-makers to get their film 

out there - especially in Australia. 

KID: I think Tropfest is a really good opportunity for them to show what they can do, and 

show it to the whole world, show their ideas and imagination. 

KID: I think they’re important because they give young people a chance, especially to like 

have a go at something like animation and cos animation, there is really no limits you can 

do whatever you want with creativity. 

KID: Lots of people would have been looking forward to it, and there might have been lots 

of people that put lots of effort into it, and I think it should definitely go on next year! 

Luckily, organisers are already looking for a way to do just that.  

So hopefully these kids will have somewhere to show their blockbusters in the years to 

come. 

 

Quiz 2 

Okay time for our second quiz.  And we'll move from short films to the opposite end of the 

scale.  How long is the longest movie ever made? 

 18 hours  
 

 120 hours 
 

 or 240 hours 
 

The answer is 240 hours. It's called ‘Modern Times Forever’ and it's ten full days long. 

 

The Score 

Right it's sport time now. Here's some of the biggest moments from this week. 
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People all around the world have paid tribute to New Zealand Rugby great Jonah Lomu 

who died this week at the age of 40.  The former All Black was regarded as one of the best 

players of his time and during his 73-match career he scored a massive 43 tries. 

People all around the world have paid tribute to Lomu and in Auckland the kids of Lomu's 

former school Wesley College did a special haka to say farewell. 

 

One of Australia's greatest fast bowlers has retired from international cricket.  Mitchell 

Johnson has taken more than 300 wickets in test matches and made plenty of runs with 

the bat. 

He made the announcement during the second test against New Zealand which ended in 

a draw. The Kiwis gave Johnson a guard of honour as he came out to bat for his last 

innings. And after the match he was carried off the pitch by his team mates. 

 

And finally a big shout-out to seven year old Ethan who managed to push through a bad 

case of the hiccups while he was trying to sign the National Anthem at a baseball match in 

Adelaide! 

For the awesome effort he was given a round of applause and plenty of high fives. 

 

Wheelchair Motocross 

Reporter: Amelia Moseley 

INTRO: Finally today to a sport called wheelchair motocross. It involves a wheelchair, a 

skate park and heaps of courage and we introduced you to it briefly in the Score a couple 

of weeks ago. But you wanted to know more about the young guy trying to get it to take off 

here in Australia. So here's Amelia with Tim's full story. 

For Tim, it doesn't get better than this. The action sport of Wheelchair Motocross! 

TIM: WCMX it's like skateboarding and BMX but it's on a wheelchair. It's just riding a 

wheelchair in a skate park, you don't have coaches you don't have to be pushed you go at 

your own pace. There’s no real way to describe it, it's like nothing else I've ever done, it's 

freedom, it's doing what you want when you want. 

He first gave WCMX a go back in 2009 and instantly, he was hooked! 

TIM: I just bought a hospital wheelchair and went to the skate park and that and I had 

dad's help to get to the top of the ramp and then eventually, I got the courage to do a 

wheelie and drop in by myself. 
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He was inspired by this American WCMX superstar Aaron 'Wheelz' Fotheringham, who's 

helping the extreme sport take off. 

TIM: What sparked my interest, was seeing all these videos of Aaron, following him and 

doing all these amazing tricks and thought to myself, I want to do that because it's just 

freedom, the adrenaline rush. It's just fun! 

Tim has a condition called Hypotonia which is why he has the wheels. 

TIM: I'm not in the wheelchair fulltime, like I use it 50/50 with crutches and that's as a result 

of having low muscle tone, a condition I was born with that affects me from the waist down. 

He says WCMX has helped him to do things he never imagined. 

TIM: WCMX helps with getting up and down curbs, getting up and down stairs, I can crab 

walk over rocks if I have to, all sorts of things. Things you wouldn't think you could do in a 

chair, WCMX makes possible. 

Of course, like any extreme sport, it takes a lot of safety gear and a lot of practice. 

TIM: When you fall you get really annoyed, but you're like I'm not going home til I land this 

throwing yourself at the concrete until eventually you get it. 

And Tim’s had some close shaves. 

TIM: The largest bowl I ever dropped into would be the pizzy pipe death bowl, it’s about 12 

foot and I did that on a hospital wheelchair. I survived it, but I broke my wheelchair clean in 

half! 

But he’s come a long way and now he's even teaching the sport he loves to others! 

TIM: Josh is a little kid I teach, we met at the skate park about two years ago - there was 

an instant connection between me and Josh. 

JOSH: When we first met up, I didn't know him and he go down the mountain and after 

that I copy him. He give me encouragement when I'm scared to go down it. 

One day, Tim would like to run his own WCMX events and competitions, and hopefully 

encourage more kids just like Josh to give this unique sport a go! 

TIM: My hope for WCMX is mimic what the US has done with the sport; it's really taken off 

there and I want that for Australia.  

 

Closer 

And that brings us to the end of our show for today. 

But on Friday Matt and I will be with you for #AskaReporter to tackle all your questions 

about Albert Einstein. 
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Now, next week's episode will be our last for the year so as always we'll be taking a look 

back at some of the biggest stories of 2015. 

Plus we'll have our annual super quiz to test yourself on too. Hope to see you then! Right 

that's it from me. Bye for now! 


