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BtN: Episode 32 Transcript 10/11/15 
Coming up on Behind the News: 
 

 Should 16 year olds be allowed to vote? 
 

 Lily and Tiffany take us to the battlefields of World War One for 
Remembrance Day. 
 

 And we hear from Pharaoh Matt about why there's still more to discover about 
the pyramids in Egypt. 
 

Hi I'm Nathan and thanks for joining me!  You can see all of those stories later.  But 
first, let's get a quick wrap of this week's biggest headlines. Here's the wire. 
 

The Wire 

 
There have been reports of riots at Australia's immigration detention centre on 
Christmas Island.  Our immigration department says there's been a disturbance and 
no injuries have been reported.  But some people in the detention centre say fences 
have been torn down and buildings set on fire. 
 
The trouble's believed to have started after a man who escaped the centre died on 
the weekend.  And Australian police are trying to work out what happened. 
 

 
More than 24 million people have voted in Myanmar's first openly free election in 25 
years! 
 
For a long time the Southeast Asian country which used to be called Burma has 
been controlled by the military.  But now Myanmar's Democracy Party has a good 
chance of winning control which could mean some big changes for the country. 
 
The party's led by Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi who was a political 
prisoner for nearly 15 years. 
 
She's actually banned from becoming President but she says she'll still call the shots 
from behind the scenes if her party wins. 
 

 
And Australia's first driverless car road test has gone pretty smoothly!  A freeway 
outside Adelaide was closed off so a car maker could test out its robotic car. 
 
Some people were a bit nervous after a test on Friday ended badly for a fake 
kangaroo.  But on the day everything went as planned! 
 
The cars aren't available in Australia yet but many reckon it won't be long before 
human drivers can relax and let the car do all the work. 
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Voting Age 

Reporter: Amelia Moseley 

 

INTRO:  Now what age do you think you should be able to start voting? Right now 
it's 18 but recently federal Opposition Leader Bill Shorten threw his support behind 
16 and 17 year olds getting the vote too. We'll ask you what you think about that idea 
soon but first here's Amelia to tell us more about it. 
 
Turning 16 can be pretty exciting, and not just because there's cake and presents. 
For some kids, it means they can start learning to drive, they could also apply for a 
full time job, or get their very own debit card. 
 
How cool's that? 
 
Thanks guys! 
 
Wait a minute, there's more! You could enlist in the army. 
 
Ok, maybe. 
 
You might be able to start donating blood, or with a few terms and conditions, you 
could even get married! But there's something else that some people want added to 
the list of things a 16 year old can do - getting to vote! 
 
AMELIA: At the moment, you have to be at least 18 to vote in Australia, but some 
reckon young Aussies should have more of a say when it comes to who runs the 
country. 
 
That's why Opposition Leader Bill Shorten has suggested changing the rules so 16 
and 17 year olds can also vote. 
 
BILL SHORTEN: They're the ones who have no voice in politics at the moment. 
 
He's worried not enough young people are enrolling to vote when they turn 18, which 
means they're not putting their name and address on the official list of voters. In fact, 
the organisation that runs elections says 400 thousand 18-24 year olds didn't enrol to 
vote in the last federal election, which is actually against the law. 
 
Mr Shorten reckons if young Aussies were allowed to vote from an earlier age, it 
would encourage them to enrol and get involved in Australian politics. It would also 
allow them to have their say on the laws and policies that affect them. 
 
BILL SHORTEN: We're saying we trust you, we want you engaged, we want to hear 
your opinion. 
 
It's an idea that some other countries have already adopted. In places like Argentina, 
Brazil, Scotland, Switzerland and Germany, people can vote in local or federal 
elections once they turn 16. 
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But some people are worried that in Australia, some 16 and 17 year olds aren't ready 
to vote. They might not know much about politics, or they might not take it too 
seriously, and even if young people did have to vote, it doesn't mean they actually 
want to. 
 
Some say a better way of getting young Aussies involved would be to teach them 
more about politics. While others say politicians could help by speaking to young 
people more often and about issues that matter to them. 
 
But considering this story is all about whether young people should be allowed to 
have their say; maybe I should leave the last word on lowering the voting age to 
them! 
 
REBECCA: I don't think it's a very good idea because when you're 16 you have other 
things on your mind, like school and exams, so they wouldn't really make the right 
decision, they might just fluke it or something. 
 
GEORGIA: I personally don't read the newspaper or watch the news or anything like 
that, so I wouldn't be able to make an informed decision. 
 
LIAM: I think so, but it should be optional, so you don't have to vote, if you don't want 
to. 
 
ALYSSA: If you're old enough at 16 to be able to drive a car and the road rules and 
stuff apply to you, you should probably get a say in who makes the rules. 
 

Poll 

 
Okay that's what they thought.  Now let's hear from you. Should Australia's voting 
age be lowered to 16?  Head to our website to place your vote. 
 
 

One Child Policy 

Reporter: Eloise Fuss 

 
INTRO: Next we're heading to China where the Government has just announced the 
end of a controversial law called the One Child Policy.  For many years it stopped 
most Chinese families from having more than one kid.  Here's Eloise to explain why 
it was brought in and why it's now being removed. 
 
In Australia, families come in all different sizes. 
 
KID 1: There's five kids in my family. 
KID 2: I've got one brother and one sister. 
KID 3: I've got four sisters and I'm the only brother. 
KID 4: My parents have three children. 
KID 5: I've got no brothers or sisters.  
KID 6: I got two children in my family, my brother and me.  
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But imagine if the number of brothers and sisters you had wasn't your parent's 
decision but the Government's! Well, that's what it was like in China for more than 30 
years, because of something called the one-child policy. 
 
Back in the 1960's China's population was growing really quickly, and by the late 
70's it had hit a massive 950 million people. But this made the Chinese Government 
really worried. They were afraid that with all of these people they might run out of 
food and jobs for them. 
 
So they came up with a radical plan called the one-child policy. From 1980 many 
Chinese people were outlawed from having more than one baby. Any that did were 
slapped with huge fines. And if they couldn't pay there were reports of other 
punishments too. 
 
WOMAN: They'd have their house pulled down. If they didn't pull down your house, 
they'd take away all your timbers and horse carts.  
 
Some people in China say it helped the economy boom, and allowed people to 
become more prosperous. But around the world, many people thought it was really 
controversial. Because choosing how many kids you want to have is often seen as a 
basic human right. 
 
Over the years experts say the one-child policy has caused some other problems 
too. In China today there are millions more boys than girls, because culturally they 
were seen as more valuable to the family. So many of those boys might not have 
anyone to marry when they get older. 
 
But what really started to worry China's Government is that there are now more old 
people in the country than young people. Which means there might not be enough 
young people in the future to keep working and look after the old.  
 
So now the Chinese Government has announced that it's relaxing its one-child 
policy. And soon people will be allowed to have two kids, instead of one! 
 
In China, many people welcomed the news. 
 
MAN: I'm too old but it's good the next generation can have two kids.  
 
But some experts aren't sure whether many Chinese families will actually want more 
children, now that they are used to growing up alone. And others think it might be too 
late to fix some of the problems the policy first created anyway. 
 
But for those families that do choose to expand to two kids, they might have to get 
ready for a lot more dramas at home. 
 
KID 1: I always get a headache because my siblings are too noisy. 
KID 2: My brother is always annoying because he always kicks me. 
KID 3: My brother and me always fight!  
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QUIZ 1 

 
Okay, now in that story we told you what China's population was back in the 70s but 
what is it today? 
 
Is it: 
 

 35 million 
 

 350 million 
 

 Or 1.35 billion 
 
The answer is 1.35 billion. 
 
 

Remembering WWI 

Reporters: Tiffany and Lily 

 

INTRO:  Now the 11th of November is Remembrance Day, a significant date that 
marks the end of World War I. Next up we'll hear from two Rookie Reporters who 
travelled to Gallipoli for the ANZAC centenary commemorations earlier in the year. 
We asked them to record their experiences and share with us how their view of 
Remembrance Day had changed since their return.  Here's Tiffany and Lily. 
 
But first a warning for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander viewers, this story 
contains images of people who've died. 
 
TIFFANY: On November 11, 1918, the guns of the Western Front fell silent. After 
more than four years of fighting, the First World War was finally over. Nearly one 
hundred years later it's a day many people still remember, including my family and I. 
 
TIFFANY: In the First World War my great-uncle, Les Warren, fought and died along 
the Western Front in France, and he's now buried in Villers-Bretonneaux  
 
 Les was one of 60,000 Australians to die in this war. Due to my great uncle’s death 
it was important to me to commemorate Anzac Day on the shores of Gallipoli to 
honour him. Hundreds of Australian school kids were given the chance to go, too. 
 
LILY: Hi I'm Lily, and tonight I'm heading on a plane to Gallipoli. 
 
I wrote an essay about one of the soldiers who had fought at Gallipoli, a Ngarrindjeri 
man named Arthur Thomas Walker. And for me, this trip was an opportunity to 
retrace his steps, and those of the other Aussie soldiers who fought at Gallipoli. At 
the memorials we visited, I always made sure that I paid my respects to them. 
 
LILY: We are on a cruise ship that is coming around the coast of Gallipoli and into 
Anzac Cove like the ANZACs would have done 100 years ago. It's crazy to be 
thinking that this is the path they took and some of them would have never even 
made it to shore or the sand.  
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TIFFANY: On the morning of the 25th of April, Lily and I gathered at Anzac Cove. 
 
The wait is finally over and we're about to go into Anzac Cove for the dawn service, 
there's thousands waiting here at the moment and we’ve got a few hours to go but 
we're all very excited, a bit emotional and ready to go. 
 
Beginning here, on this spot and at this hour one hundred years ago they fought and 
all too often, they died.  
 
TIFFANY: We're walking up to Lone Pine for a service after the dawn service. We're 
all emotional, tired, and a bit sore this morning, but it's so worth it. This morning we 
saw the sun rise up over the ocean where troops landed a hundred years ago.  
 
LILY: Here's the name of the soldier that's thought to be one of the youngest to fight 
and youngest to die at Lone Pine. His name is James Martin and he died at the age 
of just 14. 
 
Going on this trip was an incredibly moving experience. And now we're back, it's 
given both Tiffany and me a new understanding of what Remembrance Day is all 
about. 
 
LILY: This Remembrance Day I'm going to think about the love that Arthur's family 
had for him, and I'm going to think about how lucky I am, because being grateful for 
what we have honours all those who fought for it. 
 
TIFFANY: Which is why on the eleventh hour, of the eleventh day, of the eleventh 
month, we'll both hold a minute's silence. To think about those who fought and died. 
Not just at Gallipoli, or in the First World War, but in all wars. 
 
LILY: And to make sure we never forget. 
 
PRESENTER: Big thanks to Tiffany and Lily for that story. 
 

Quiz 2 

 

Okay next up we're heading to ancient Egypt. But first a quiz.  What is the name of 
the big Egyptian statue that features a lion's body with human head? 
 
Is it: 
 

 The Hieroglyph 
 

 The Sphinx 
 

 Or the Ramses 
 
The answer is the Sphinx 
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Egypt Exploration 

Reporter: Matt Holbrook 

 

INTRO: Scientists are about to embark on a new exploration of Egypt's pyramids. 
Using technology like infrared scanners and tiny drones the researchers hope to 
solve some mysteries that have kept them wondering for years.  Here's Matt with 
more. 
 

They're ancient wonders that have towered over Egypt for thousands of years. But 
even after all this time, there are still some things we don't fully understand about the 
pyramids. 
 
PHARAOH MATT: Servant Person Man! 
 
KID: Yes, pharaoh?  
 
PHARAOH MATT: I want you to build this for me. 
 
KID: What is it? 
 
PHARAOH MATT: You know, a big block triangly kind of thing. You can build it, then 
I can put my stuff in it, and then when I die, you can bury me there! 
 
KID: Right, OK. 
 
The pyramids were built as tombs for Egypt's pharaohs more than four thousand 
years ago. And they were filled with valuable objects like jewellery and gold coins, 
because the Egyptians believed they could take their riches with them after they 
died. And that's where things get interesting, because inside these ancient structures 
are rooms, tunnels and secret areas designed to protect the tombs and their riches. 
But in the thousands of years since they were built, heaps of thieves have broken in 
and stolen whatever they could find. 
 
That doesn't mean there's nothing left to discover, though. Even after all this time, 
archaeologists are hopeful there could still be some secrets left to uncover. 
 
So now, Egypt's government has teamed up with researchers from around the world 
to find out exactly what's inside them. It's a project called Scan Pyramids, and it'll use 
technologies like infrared, particle detectors, and 3D scans using lasers and drones 
to map four different pyramids. 
 
Scientists hope it'll give them the best understanding yet of what's really beneath the 
surface. It could also help settle some debates about just how the pyramids were 
first built. 
 
KID: Pharaoh? How am I supposed to actually make this triangle block thing? 
 
PHARAOH MATT: Do you have any Lego? 
 
KID: Lego? 
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PHARAOH MATT: Doesn't matter. Hmmm, do you think we could get aliens to help? 
 
KID: Aliens? 
 
There have been some pretty out-there theories over the years trying to explain how 
the pyramids were built. And yes, one of them is that they were put there by aliens. 
 
That's because building these massive pyramids can't have been easy. The Great 
Pyramid of Giza is made up of more than two million blocks. Each weigh between 
two and a half tonnes and 15 tonnes. Yep, that's a lot of big, heavy blocks to cart 
around. 
 
And while these days, scientists have a much better idea of how they did it. They 
hope this study could explain once and for all how it was done, and maybe even lead 
to some other big discoveries, too. 
 
KID: Just one more thing, Pharaoh. What do I do with this guy? 
 
Well, maybe not that big. 
 

The Score 

 
Right it's sport time now.  Here's the biggest moments from this week. 
 
Michelle Payne became the first female jockey ever to win the Melbourne Cup last 
week. 
 
COMMENTATOR: It's history at Flemington. Michelle Payne, Prince of Penzance 
beat Max Dynamite. 
 
The horse she rode Prince of Penzance, wasn't given much hope of winning the 
race.  But she and her brother Stevie were confident. 
 
STEVIE PAYNE: Thank you very much from everyone at the stables and all the 
crowd we had today at the race and hope you have a great night. Thank you very 
much. 
 
Stevie is the horse's strapper which means it's his job to groom the horse, feed him 
and make sure he was ready for the race. 
 
And there were huge celebrations when they took out the win!  Michelle Payne is the 
fourth woman to ever ride in the Melbourne Cup but hopes her win will make it easier 
for other girls to succeed. 
 
MICHELLE PAYNE: It's just a reminder that if you work hard and you dream, things 
can happen. 
 

 
Australia's won the first test against New Zealand.  The Aussies set up the win with a 
huge first innings total including centuries from Dave Warner and Usman Khawaja. 
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New Zealand tried but never caught up and thanks to some strong bowling 
performances Australia won by a massive 208 runs. 
 
The second test begins in Perth on Friday. 
 

 
And listen to what happened when a Chinese commentator fell asleep while 
broadcasting a Champions League soccer game! 
 
Thankfully Dong Lu quickly woke himself up and got back to work. But many viewers 
noticed his snoring and he was fired soon after. 
 
 

Scrabble Stars 

Reporter: Eloise Fuss 

 
INTRO: Finally today.  Recently more than 125 of the world's best young Scrabble 
stars travelled to Perth to take part in the World Scrabble Championships. For most 
of us Scrabble is just a game. But for these kids, it's a serious competition.  So what 
does it take to compete at that level? Here's Eloise to spell it out for us. 
 

Letter by letter, word by word, these kids are battling it out for international Scrabble 
dominance! 
 
Welcome to this year's World Youth Scrabble Competition! In this room in Perth, 
more than 125 young scrabble champs, from 18 countries around the world, are 
trying to spell their way to victory. 
 
And they take it all pretty seriously. 
 
TIM MASON, AUSTRALIA PLAYER: It gets really competitive. Most people know 
that this is a board game you play on a rainy day but it actually involves a lot of 
strategy. It's very intense - you have to calculate numbers and foresee things.  
 
JAY JAY JEGATHEVA, ORGANISER: Everyone is friends off the boards but like 
when it’s on the boards, you go for the kill, absolutely show no mercy.  
 
But for those of you who aren't Scrabble fans, here's how it works. Each player takes 
seven lettered tiles out of the bag, without looking! From those tiles, the aim is to 
make words on the board that connect up. And these little numbers tell you how 
many points each letter is worth. The more your word adds up to the better! 
 
But getting a top score here isn't easy. Just ask these guys, brothers Radheya and 
Rahul. They've spent years practicing for big Scrabble tournaments by playing each 
other at home.  
 
RADHEYA: I started my first competition when I was seven years old, but I wasn't 
very good at that time, but since then I've definitely improved, and I'm pretty happy 
with that. 
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Radheya finished a very impressive 4th in the world champs, while Rahul grabbed 
5th. So they know what it takes, to get really good. 
 
RAHUL: First do the basics of two letter or three letter words. We have to learn those 
first. 
 
But to make things even more difficult, those word lists keep growing! 
 
ELOISE: As new words become part of our vocabulary, they become part of this 
game too. In fact, earlier this year thousands of new words were added to the official 
Scrabble word list. Like selfie, hashtag, emoji, frenemy, bromance, onesie, LOL and 
bromance.  
 
Overseas competitive Scrabble is booming, even in non-English speaking countries 
like Pakistan, Thailand and China.  And this year, more young Aussies than ever 
took part in the world champs!  
 
TIM MASON, AUSTRALIA PLAYER: I'd always played Scrabble, but once I started 
playing it competitively it propelled my mathematical interest in the game, it's very 
strategic. 
 
But for Radheya and Rahul, Scrabble has always been about one thing. Trying time 
and time again to beat each other. 
 
How competitive are you against each other? 
  
RADHEYA: Well Rahul's really competitive, because every time I win he always 
whinges! 
 
Rahul:  That competitive! 
 

Closer 

 
And that's game over for today. But you can see us again on Friday for 
#AskaReporter.  This week's topic will be our Egypt Exploration story. 
 
Right that's it from me. Bye for now! 
 


