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Teacher Resource 

Young Author 

 
1. What is the name of Hannah’s book? 

2. How old was she when her book was published? 

3. What is her book about? 

4. Why did Hannah write a children’s book? 

5. How did the principal support Hannah? 

6. What did the publisher Anouska say they are looking for in a 

children’s book? 

7. How does Hannah describe the experience of getting a book 

published? 

8. If you were to write a children’s book, what would it be about? 

9. What do you think makes a good children’s book? 

10. How are you celebrating Book Week? 

 

 

Mind map 

As a class brainstorm as many 

words you can think of that relate 

to books and record your 

responses on a mind map. For 

example: 

 

 Genres 

 Character 

 Fiction 

 Non-fiction 

 Author 

 Narrative 

 Plot 

 Publisher 

 

 

As a class brainstorm what makes a story engaging and compelling. 

For example: 

 genres that you find exciting like adventure or science fiction 

 strong characters 

 exciting action 

 a surprising plot 

 details about a place you’ve never been 
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Students will investigate how authors and 
illustrators make stories exciting, moving and 
absorbing. Students will write and illustrate 
their own picture book.  
 

 

 
 
English – Year 4 
Discuss how authors and illustrators make 
stories exciting, moving and absorbing and 
hold readers’ interest by using various 
techniques, for example character 
development and plot tension (ACELT1605) 
 
English – Year 5 
Create literary texts that experiment with 
structures, ideas and features of selected 
authors (ACELT1798) 
 
English – Year 6  
Identify, describe, and discuss similarities and 
differences between texts, including those by 
the same author or illustrator, and evaluate 
characteristics that define an author’s individual 
style (ACELT1616) 
 
Analyse strategies authors use to influence 
readers (ACELY1801)  
 
English – Year 7 
Create literary texts that adapt features 
encountered in other texts, for 
example, narrative viewpoint, structure of 
stanzas, contrast and juxtaposition 
(ACELT1625)  

 
Experiment with text structures and language 
features and their effects in creating literary 
texts, for example, using rhythm, sound effects, 
monologue, layout, navigation and colour 
(ACELT1805)  

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1605
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=E&t=create
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELT1798
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1616
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1801
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELT1625
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELT1805
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Creative writing – story starters 

Encourage your students to use their imagination, and use one of the following story starters to write a 

creative short story. 

 

Ever wonder what 

happens at the zoo 

at night?  

 

 What do the animals get up to when there are no humans are 

watching them? 

 Write a story which is as wild, crazy or as funny as you like. It can be 

science fiction, fantasy, adventure, or even a realistic story written 

from the animal's point of view.  

 It can be a short story or a series, a comic strip or a newspaper article. 

Do not open this 

box. It will lead to 

all kinds of unusual 

activities! 

 Using illustrations, in comic strip format, tell your own story. Your first 

drawing will be a box with the words “DO NOT OPEN THIS BOX!”  

 Your second drawing will include the box with the lid open. What is 

coming out of the box?  

 Include dialogue to accompany your illustrations. This will form the 

start of your story. 

Choose a character 

from one of your 

favourite books 

 Imagine the character’s life events. 

 Describe the character, including personality traits, motivations, 

feelings and actions.  

 Put the character in a new situation that you have imagined. 

 Write a short story detailing the events.  

 Tell the story in an adventurous and humorous way. 

 Include illustrations to match your story.  

 Alternatively, write a prequel or sequel which includes a character from 

one of your favourite books.  

Interactive story 

generator 

 

 Visit the Scholastic Story Starter website to help with this activity. 

 Use the prompts to explore the themes of Adventure, Fantasy, or Sci-

Fi. Or choose Scrambler, for random word combinations.  

 Story Starters gives ideas for character, plot, and setting. If you want 

to change your writing prompt, pull the lever and it will serve up a new 

prompt, either piece-by-piece or all at once. 

 Write a short creative writing piece. You can choose to use the 

notebook, letter, newspaper, or postcard templates for your writing. 

Write a 

collaborative story 

 

 Use the online story generator to create several story starter 

templates.  

 Break students up into small groups and distribute one starter to each 

student.  

 Each student writes the first two lines of their story.  

 Encourage students to write in an open-ended way that invites the 

addition of new plot points and story details.  

 After writing two sentences, each student passes their sheet to the 

student on the left.  

 Then, students add two sentences to their new story, and so on.  

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/story-starters/
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 Once small groups have completed several short stories, ask each 

group to share their favourite one by reading it aloud to the class. 

Spark a story  Look through recycled newspapers or magazines for interesting 

pictures. Alternatively choose your favourite realist painting.  Look for 

pictures that catch your eye, provide strong visuals of characters and 

settings. Choose one picture to help spark a story. 

 Respond to the following questions: What’s happening in the scene, 

when is it happening, who are the characters, what are they doing? 

 Once you have brainstormed some ideas, begin writing your story 

about the picture.  

 

 

 

What makes a good picture book? 

Bring in your favourite picture book from home (or borrow one from your school library) and respond to the 

following questions.  

 How does the author make the story engaging? 

 What words are used to engage the reader? 

 What do the pictures tell you that the words don’t? 

 How are the characters moods and emotions shown? 

 What is the structure of the book?  

 Who is the target audience? 

 

Share your responses as a class. What information is similar or different? What have you learnt about picture 

books? 

 

 

Draft your story 

Draft your own picture book. Fold an A3 sheet of paper into four and label the segments setting, characters, 

plot and resolution. Use this to list ideas you have for your story and create a draft using these ideas.  

 

Setting Characters 

Plot Resolution 

 

Other elements you will need to think about when drafting your story include: 

 Who is your audience and what language and vocabulary will you use? 

 What is your story theme?  

 What research will you need to do before writing your book? 

 What is the story’s structure? 
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Storyboard 

Examine your story and determine the most appropriate medium to illustrate it. For example, drawing, 

painting, collage, photography or computer generated. Plan your pictures using a story board format.  

 What will be shown in the pictures that aren’t included in the words? 

 How do the pictures and words work together? 

 

Visit the BtN Young Author story page to see Hannah’s storyboard  

 

         
 

Bring your story to life 

Produce your picture book and offer it to your school library for other students to read.  

 

 

 

Book Review 

Choose a book that you have read this year then write 

your own book review. 

 What are the themes in the book? 

 What did you like or dislike about the book? Why? 

 Would you recommend the book to other kids your 

age? Why or why not? 

 Include an illustration with your review. It could be 

a sketch of the front cover or one of the characters 

from the story.  

 Tip: Think about the audience you are trying to 

reach. Use effective vocabulary and accurate and 

persuasive language. 

 Class activity. Hold your own class book club. 

Everyone will read the same book, either 

individually or as a class and then discuss the 

story. 

 

 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/extracontent/2015/youngauthor/idontlikecheese-storyboard.pdf
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The Children’s Book Council of Australia – Book Week 2015 

http://cbca.org.au/bookweek.htm 

 

Behind the News – Book Week 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4067162.htm 

 

Behind the News – Writing Lesson 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4191119.htm 

 

I Don’t Like Cheese  

http://idontlikecheese.com/the-book/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Encourage your students to be active and informed citizens by watching 
our 10 minute news program each day. Go to the BtN homepage and 

click on the 3News link. 
 

Subscribe to our weekly newsletter for an update on upcoming BtN 
stories and other useful and relevant teacher information. Visit the 
BtN website and go to the Teachers page to join up.  

http://cbca.org.au/bookweek.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4067162.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4191119.htm
http://idontlikecheese.com/the-book/

