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Questions for discussion 
 

GST Changes 

1. In your own words, describe what tax is. 

2. What are taxes used for? 

3. What does GST stand for? 

4. Name three products that you don’t pay GST on. 

5. Which products do you buy that have GST on them? 

6. What is the difference between goods and services? 

7. GST makes up ____% of the price we pay for things. 

8. What changes might the government make to the GST? 

9. Why is the government thinking of making the changes? 

10. Name three things you learnt watching the GST Changes story. 

 

Check out the BtN GST Changes resource on the Teachers page 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/teachers.htm 

Do the quiz on the BtN website http://www.abc.net.au/btn/quiz.htm. 

 

Piracy Crackdown 

1. Discuss the issues raised in the Piracy Crackdown story with another student. 

2. What is a Hollywood film company trying to do? 

3. What is an internet service provider? 

4. Do you think internet service providers should give out their customer’s details? Why 

or why not? 

5. Why do you think people illegally download movies or music?  

6. What impact does piracy have on the TV, film and music industries? 

7. What percentage of Australians aged between 18 and 64 download illegally 

a. 10% 

b. 30% 

c. 50% 

8. What are some solutions to the piracy issue? 

9. What do you think the consequences of piracy should be? 

10. Should people have the right to privacy even if they’ve done something wrong? 

 

 

Write a message about the story and post it in the comments section on the story page. 

 

 

Music Education 

1. Describe the Music count us in event. 

2. Who wrote the song this year? 
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3. How did Winona get involved in Music count us in? 

4. What are the benefits of learning music? 

5. What did the curriculum review recommend about music being to taught in schools? 

6. Which two arts subjects did they say should be made elective? 

7. Do you agree with this? Explain your answer. 

8. Should it be compulsory to learn all arts subjects at primary school? Why or why not? 

9. Do you like learning music? Explain your answer. 

10. What is your favourite style of music? Why? 

 

Check out the BtN Music Education resource on the Teachers page 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/teachers.htm                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

Skipping School 

1. Before you watch this story, make some predictions about what you think it will be 

about. 

2. What is a school in Tasmania planning to do if students miss school? 

3. What are some schools in the UK doing if kids are absent? 

4. Why do kids miss school? Give some reasons. 

5. How can missing school affect your learning? 

6. If you miss about three weeks of school per year, that’s ___________ of school by 

the end of year 6. 

7. Do you think it’s ok for kids to miss school when it’s their birthday or they go on 

holiday? 

8. When do you think it’s ok for kids to miss school? 

9. How has your thinking changed since watching the BtN story? 

10. Hold a class discussion about the issue. Compare the responses with the BtN online 

poll.  

 

Vote in the BtN poll. Go to http://www.abc.net.au/btn/polls.htm 

 

Grave Mission 

1. Briefly describe the Grave Mission story to another student. 

2. What is the `Adopt-a-Grave’ program? 

3. What work are the kids doing to help clean up the cemetery? 

4. Why are the students wearing protective clothing?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

5. What are they using to clean the ironwork on the graves? 

6. What else are they learning about? 

7. Why did the students visit the state library? 

8. How do the kids feel about their work at the cemetery? 

9. What is community service? 

10. What was surprising about this story? 

 

Write a message about the story and post it in the comments section on the story page. 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/teachers.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/polls.htm
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Activity 

GST Changes 
 
Key Learning 
Students will identify the GST component of invoices and receipts. Students will solve problems 
involving the use of percentages and make connections between equivalent fractions, decimals 
and percentages.  
 

The Australian Curriculum 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. In your own words, describe what tax is. 

2. What are taxes used for? 

3. What does GST stand for? 

4. Name three products that you don’t pay GST on. 

5. Which products do you buy that have GST on them? 

6. What is the difference between goods and services? 

7. GST makes up ____% of the price we pay for things. 

8. What changes might the government make to the GST? 

9. Why is the government thinking of making the changes? 

10. Name three things you learnt watching the GST Changes story. 

 

Activities 
 

What do you already know? 

 
Before watching the BtN GST Changes story find out what your students already know about the 
topic. Students will compare their responses.  

 What is a tax? 

Mathematics / Number and Algebra / Money and financial 
mathematics 

 Mathematics / Number and Algebra / Money and financial 
mathematics 

Create simple financial plans (ACMNA106) Year 5 

 

Solve problems involving the use of percentages, including 
percentage increases and decreases, with and without digital 
technologies (ACMNA187) Year 8 

 

 

 
Investigate and calculate percentage discounts of 10%, 25% 
and 50% on sale items, with and without digital technologies 
(ACMNA132) Year 6 

 

 

Mathematics / Number and Algebra / Fractions and 
decimals 

Make connections between equivalent fractions, decimals and 
percentages (ACMNA131) Year 6 
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 Did you know that there’s a tax in Australia that even kids have to pay? Name this tax. 

 What does GST stand for? 

 What is the difference between goods and services? (Goods are things people buy with 

money, and services are things people do for money). List some goods and services. 

 

Research project 

 
After watching the BtN GST Changes story invite students to conduct their own research into 
Australia’s goods and services tax. Consider talking to your school finance officer to find out more 
information.  
 
Research questions: 

 What is the GST? 

 When and why was it introduced? 

 What goods and services have GST? 

 List some goods and services that are GST free. 

 Why are some goods and services tax free? 

 What does the government use tax money for? 

 
 

Understanding percentages 

 

 Discuss the meaning of percent and the origin of the word as a class. Did you know that the 

word “percent” comes from the Latin Per Centum meaning ‘out of 100’. The Latin word 

Centum means 100, for example a Century is 100 years. Ten per cent or 10% means ten 

out of 100, which is written as a fraction  
10
100

  

 

 Use a 10 x 10 square grid to highlight a range of percentages. Emphasise to students that 

the grid is made up of 100 squares. Colour in some of the squares and ask students what 

percentage is coloured. To understand percentages, we need to remember that percent 

means ‘out of one hundred’. For example: if 10 of the 100 squares are coloured, then 10 

percent of the squares are coloured. We can write 
10
100

  = 10% 

 

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

 
 

 There is a relationship between decimals, fractions and percentages. Explain to students 

how to convert a percentage into a decimal and fraction. Refer to ABC’s Splash video 

tutorials for step by step instructions. http://splash.abc.net.au/media/-/m/1519629/decimals-

http://splash.abc.net.au/media/-/m/1519629/decimals-to-fractions-and-percentages
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to-fractions-and-percentages and http://splash.abc.net.au/media/-/m/1477454/brushing-up-

on-percentages  

 

 Explain to students how to calculate a percentage of an amount. For example, to find 10% 

of 50, convert the 10% to a decimal and then multiply by 50.  

10% = 
10
100

 = 0.1 

0.1 x 50 = 5 
 
 

Calculating GST 

 
Ask students to collect shopping receipts to look for examples of GST. As a class or individually, 
students will answer the following questions: 
 

 What items have GST? Highlight. 

 What items are GST free? Highlight. 

 What is the total tax amount included in this receipt? 

 
Students will visit their school canteen or nearest snack bar and complete the following table.  
 

List items 
Is this item 
GST or GST 

free?  

Amount 
excluding 

GST 

Amount of 
GST  

(if any) 

Total 
Amount 

     

     

     

     

     

 
 
Students can refer to ATO’s website for a listing of GST free foods and beverages. 
https://www.ato.gov.au/Business/GST/In-detail/Your-industry/Food/GST-food-
guide/?anchor=GSTstatusoffooditems#GSTstatusoffooditems 
 
Maths challenge 
Ask students to pose a strategy for calculating the GST component if the quoted price already 
includes GST. Students will compare strategies.  

 

 Related Research Links 
 
Behind the News – Budget Taxes 
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4005243.htm 
 
ABC News – Tony Abbott’s proposed GST changes labelled the `least of all evils’ 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-10-27/proposed-gst-changes-necessary-evil/5845218 

http://splash.abc.net.au/media/-/m/1477454/brushing-up-on-percentages
http://splash.abc.net.au/media/-/m/1477454/brushing-up-on-percentages
https://www.ato.gov.au/Business/GST/In-detail/Your-industry/Food/GST-food-guide/?anchor=GSTstatusoffooditems#GSTstatusoffooditems
https://www.ato.gov.au/Business/GST/In-detail/Your-industry/Food/GST-food-guide/?anchor=GSTstatusoffooditems#GSTstatusoffooditems
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4005243.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-10-27/proposed-gst-changes-necessary-evil/5845218
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ABC Splash – Percentages 
http://splash.abc.net.au/topic/-/t/495666/percentages 
 
ABC News – Tony Abbott’s proposed GST changes labelled the `least of all evils’ 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-10-27/proposed-gst-changes-necessary-evil/5845218 
 
NSW Department of Education and Training – Making Cents 
http://www.makingcents.com.au/nsw/stage3/makingcentscalculating.pdf 
 

http://splash.abc.net.au/topic/-/t/495666/percentages
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-10-27/proposed-gst-changes-necessary-evil/5845218
http://www.makingcents.com.au/nsw/stage3/makingcentscalculating.pdf
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Activity 

Music Education 
 
Key Learning 
Students will investigate the benefits of learning music. Students will research and present a profile 
on an Australian musician using music terminology.  
 

The Australian Curriculum 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Describe the Music count us in event. 

2. Who wrote the song this year? 

3. How did Winona get involved in Music count us in? 

4. What are the benefits of learning music? 

5. What did the curriculum review recommend about music being to taught in schools? 

6. Which two arts subjects did they say should be made elective? 

7. Do you agree with this? Explain your answer. 

8. Should it be compulsory to learn all arts subjects at primary school? Why or why not? 

9. Do you like learning music? Explain your answer. 

10. What is your favourite style of music? Why? 

 

Activities 
 

Have your say 

 
Run a classroom poll. Do you think it should be compulsory to learn all 
arts subjects at primary school? Why or why not?   
Encourage students to participate in a classroom discussion. 
 

The Arts / Music 
 

The Arts / Music 

Identify intended purposes and meanings as they listen to music 

using the elements of music to make comparisons, starting with 

Australian music, including music of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Peoples (ACAMUR087) Years 3 and 4 

 

Explain how the elements of music communicate meaning by 

comparing music from different social, cultural and historical 

contexts, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander music 

(ACAMUR091) Years 5 and 6 

 

 
Develop technical and expressive skills in singing and playing 
instruments with understanding of rhythm, pitch and form in a 
range of pieces, including in music from the community 
(ACAMUM089) Years 5 and 6 

 

Analyse composers’ use of the elements of music and stylistic 
features when listening to and interpreting music (ACAMUR097) 
Years 7 and 8 
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http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACAMUR097
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 Musical education 

 
Before watching the BtN Music Education story ask students 
what they think the benefits are of learning music. Encourage 
students to share any positive feelings and experiences they 
have had. Record student’s responses in a mind map on the 
classroom whiteboard. 
 
After watching the BtN story ask students what they learnt in 
relation to the benefits of learning music.  
 
Refer to the following links for more information on the benefits of learning music. 
http://www.musiccountusin.org.au/musicbenefits  
http://splash.abc.net.au/parents/blog/-/b/198753/benefits-of-a-musical-education  
 
 

Music terminology 

 
Glossary 
Provide students with a list of words associated with music. Ask students to write what they think 
each word or term means (including unfamiliar words).  Swap definitions with a partner and ask 
them to add to or change their definition. Follow up this activity with a class discussion to ensure 
students understand the terms. Consider creating a classroom glossary of musical terms. Below 
are some words to start your glossary. 
 
 

Beat 
Choir 
Chord 

Classical 
Conductor 
Ensemble 
Harmony 

Instrument 
Jazz 

Opera 
Orchestra 

Piano 
Quartet 
Rhythm 

Rock 
Treble 
Tune 
Voice 

 
 
 
Ask students to 
present the glossary in an 
interesting way, for 
example: 

 Wordle word cloud http://www.wordle.net/ 

 A poster  

 Use the words to form your own sentences. 

http://www.musiccountusin.org.au/musicbenefits
http://splash.abc.net.au/parents/blog/-/b/198753/benefits-of-a-musical-education
http://www.wordle.net/
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 Illustrate the terms in an interesting way.  

 

Australian musician profile 

 
Choose an Australian musician/band and create a profile which includes the following information.  
 

 Musical career overview 

 Key facts 

 Influences and style 

 Albums released 

 Singles released 

 What is your favourite song and why do you like it? 

 How does this music make you feel and why? 

 Produce a magazine article on this artist 
 

Encourage students to gather information from a variety of sources, including past BtN stories.  
Students will need to consider how they communicate the information gathered from their research 
to enhance audience engagement and understanding. Students can choose from the list below.  
 

 Archie Roach 

 Delta Goodrem 

 Gotye 

 Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu 

 Guy Sebastian 

 Jessica Mauboy 

 John Farnham 

 Kasey Chambers 

 Missy Higgins 

 Paul Kelly 

 Ruby Hunter 

 Sia Furler 

 Troy Cassar-Daley 

 Yothu Yindi 

 
Alternatively students can research a musical genre, for example classical, rock, pop or blues. 
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Create your own playlist 

 
Create your own playlist. Students will 
choose a song for each year that they have 
been alive. Students will choose songs that 
they would have enjoyed and/or listened to 
at that particular age.  
 
 

 Download song and lyrics 

 Record who wrote and performed 

the song  

 Write a personal reflection for each 

song 

 Produce a CD 

 Design and illustrate a CD cover 

 
 
Students will produce a digital file including 
all relevant information and the finished CD.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World music 

 
Watch BtN’s World Music Story and then facilitate a classroom discussion. Below are some 
discussion starters. 
  

 What words do you associate with `world music’?  

 Give examples of music or instruments unique to particular cultures.  

 How do different cultures use music? 
 
 
Different cultures make musical instruments from things found in their local environment like dried 
gourds (hollow vegetables), hollowed tree trunks or dried cactus branches.   Many instruments, 
including percussion, can be made from inexpensive, found or recycled objects. 
Students will make their own percussion instruments using recycled materials.  They can invent 
their own instrument or research on the internet (including BtN’s activities below) to get ideas. 
 
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/resources/teacher/episode/20110322-worldmusic.pdf 
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/resources/teacher/episode/20101123-musicalplayground.pdf 
 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/resources/teacher/episode/20110322-worldmusic.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/resources/teacher/episode/20101123-musicalplayground.pdf
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Further activity 
 

 
If you are interested in taking part in the ‘Music: Count Us In’ initiative download these resources to 

learn more.  http://www.musiccountusin.org.au/images/teacher-resources-

2014/MCUI_2014_EDUCATIONAL_RESOURCES.pdf 

 

 
 
Are your students interested in hip hop? Take a look at this BtN teacher resource. Students will 

develop a deeper understanding of Indigenous hip hop music as a way of continuing culture and 

language. http://www.abc.net.au/btn/resources/teacher/episode/20080624-hiphopstories.pdf 

BtN Hip Hop Stories http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s2282689.htm  

 
 
 Related Research Links 
 
Music Count Us In - About 
http://www.musiccountusin.org.au/ 
 
Music Count Us In – Music Benefits 
http://www.musiccountusin.org.au/musicbenefits 
 
Music Council of Australia – Music Education 
http://musicaustralia.org.au/discover/music-education/ 
 
Behind the News – Big Gig 
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s2994517.htm 
 
Behind the News – Archie Roach 
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3835720.htm 
 
Behind the News – Tiwi Music 
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s2893591.htm 
 
Behind the News – Young Musos 
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3970057.htm 

http://www.musiccountusin.org.au/images/teacher-resources-2014/MCUI_2014_EDUCATIONAL_RESOURCES.pdf
http://www.musiccountusin.org.au/images/teacher-resources-2014/MCUI_2014_EDUCATIONAL_RESOURCES.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/resources/teacher/episode/20080624-hiphopstories.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s2282689.htm
http://www.musiccountusin.org.au/
http://www.musiccountusin.org.au/musicbenefits
http://musicaustralia.org.au/discover/music-education/
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s2994517.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3835720.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s2893591.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3970057.htm
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BtN: Episode 31 Transcript 4/11/14 
 

Coming up. 

 

 Downloaders beware. A Hollywood company fights for the details of some 

Australian pirates.    

 

 The Government demands kids learn more about music. We find out why. 

 

 And should kids get the day off on their birthday? We ask you for your thoughts. 

 

Hey I'm Tash and you're watching BtN. You'll see all that later but first. 

 

GST Changes 
Reporter: Matthew Holbrook 

 

INTRO: Did you know there's one tax that most Australian kids have to pay? It's called 

the GST and it's charged on most of the things you buy and on things people do for you. 

But the Prime Minister has just announced he's open to increasing it or putting it on more 

things. Matt found out why.  

 

What do these things have in common - flour, sugar and eggs? 

 

MATT HOLBROOK, REPORTER: If you answered with "They're all ingredients you need 

to make biscuits", then you'd be right. Yay, biscuits. But they share something else as well. 

They're all products we don't pay tax on. 

 

Taxes are a big part of our lives and the government uses them to pay for all kinds of 

important things. But while these things aren't taxed, most things we buy are which means 

you have probably paid taxes too. Like on this, this and this. 

 

It's called The Goods and Services Tax or GST. The GST makes up 10 per cent of the price 

we pay for goods, which are most things. And services, which are people doing things for 

us. So, if something costs you $110, 10 of those dollars go straight to the government. 

That's the GST. 

 

It was brought in back in 2000 but long before then governments had talked about 

introducing it to replace a range of existing taxes and help simplify the tax system. And all 

of the money raised would go to the states. It was controversial, but after years of debate, 

the GST was finally introduced. 
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But there were some compromises the government had to agree to. Some things had to be 

excluded, like "basic foods". That includes things like bread, milk and fruit and veg. 

 

MATT: So most of our biscuit ingredients are GST free, although if they came prepared, 

like these, you'd have to pay GST on them. 

 

Some health services, education, exports and some charity stuff are GST-free too. Overall, 

the GST raises about fifty billion dollars a year which the states rely on. But now the federal 

government floated the idea of changing it to raise more money.  

 

TONY ABBOTT, PRIME MINISTER: The GST is a matter for states but something that 

ought to be looked at. 

 

Two of the possible changes are increasing the GST percentage from 10 per cent to 

something a little higher. Or getting rid of some of those exclusions on basic foods but 

changing the GST is a big deal because it would hit everyone. 

 

And all the states would need to agree on any change before it could happen. But 

whatever's in store for the future of the GST, politicians are sure to treat it with at least as 

much seriousness as I do this task. 

 

The Wire 
 

The United Nations has released new warnings on the impacts of climate change. Some of 

the world's top scientists reckon greenhouse gases are at the highest level they've been in 

800,000 years. These gases are created when we burn things like coal and petrol. And 

while some of it in the atmosphere is ok. A lot is really bad. The report says all countries 

have a responsibility to cut down on the amount of greenhouse gases they produce. Or else 

we'll damage the Earth's climate and the air we breathe. 

 

***** 

 

In the American desert investigators are trying to work out what caused a spaceship to 

crash. The Virgin Galactic SpaceShip Two is supposed to take tourists into outer space. It 

was on a test flight when it crashed last Friday over California. One pilot was killed and 

another was seriously injured after parachuting from around 15 thousand meters. They 

were testing out a new type of fuel but the investigators aren't sure if that had anything to 

do with the crash. 

 

***** 

 

In Hawaii, locals are pretty worried about a stream of lava that's flowing towards their 

town. Authorities had told people in about 50 houses to get ready to evacuate but it looks 



 
©ABC 2014 

like they're in luck. The lava has started to slow down about 150 metres from the town's 

main road. The flow has done a lot of damage so far though. It's destroyed trees, a shed 

and even a cemetery. 

 

***** 

 

And in Queensland an Aussie researcher has been using drones to do something a bit 

weird. He's using them to collect whale mucus. He hovers the aircraft right over the whale's 

blowhole and as it breathes the drone collects the whale's mucus. It sounds a bit gross but 

testing the mucus is a good way to work out how healthy the whale is. 

 

Piracy Crackdown 
Reporter: Matthew Holbrook 

 

INTRO: A Hollywood film company recently went to court to demand the personal 

details of Australians who downloaded one particular movie illegally. If successful, those 

downloaders could each face thousands-of-dollars in fines. But internet service providers 

say they're going to fight to keep the details secret. But it's not because they support 

piracy. Here's Matt to tell you more. 

 

Sometimes it's nice to have a bit of privacy. Whether you just want to feel relaxed or it's a 

slightly more urgent matter. But this is one place where it can feel like privacy isn't that 

hard to come by. 

 

Online it seems like no-one has to know who you are or what you're doing, even if you're 

doing something like downloading illegally. Except that's not entirely true.  

 

Internet service providers have always known exactly who you are and what you do online. 

They're the companies that connect you to the net. And at the moment they're the only 

ones with that knowledge. 

 

But what if all of the companies that own all of the movies, TV shows and songs, could find 

out who you are, too? Well, that could soon be possible here in Australia. One Hollywood 

film company is trying to force internet providers to dob in pirates by getting them to hand 

over the details of their customers. 

 

But so far, Aussie internet providers aren't budging and the Federal Court will decide what 

should happen next year. But is it fair for a big movie company to track down and target 

individuals? Should people have a right to privacy even if they've broken the law? 

 

VOX 1: If it is a continued download of movies they should be exposed. 

 

VOX 2: I think it's wrong for people who are giving out the name for the movie studios. 
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VOX 3: Like invading their privacy 

 

VOX 4: They should have to face the consequences of doing something illegal. 

 

VOX 5: People may download it for specific reasons. 

 

Australia's right up there among the world's worst when it comes to online piracy. Nearly 

thirty per cent of Aussies aged between 18 and 64 download illegally. 

 

LORI FLEKSER, IP AWARENESS FOUNDATION: People are less inclined to believe that 

piracy is stealing or theft and that's a very worrying statistic. 

 

TV, music and film industries say piracy is hurting them big time, because it means the 

creators don't see a cent of the money they would otherwise be entitled to. So is going after 

people who do the wrong thing going to solve the problem? 

 

Well, some argue that better and cheaper access to entertainment is more likely to make a 

difference. Here in Australia, we pay 40 per cent more than in the US to download many 

new movies, while some TV shows just aren't available here. 

 

Next year's court decision could have a big impact on how pirates are dealt with in the 

future, but whatever happens, it's an issue that won't be going away anytime soon. 

 

Quiz 1 
 

Okay, let's have a quiz about movies. 

 

The question is: 

 

Which film has taken the most money at the cinemas? 

 

Avatar 

 

Frozen 

 

Titanic 

 

Answer: Avatar 

 

Music Education 
Reporter: Emma Davis 
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INTRO: Did you know there is a Government group that decides what you should learn 

at school? Recently they did a review and decided a few areas should change. And one of 

those areas was the Arts. The panel recommended that kids should be taught more music 

but less of things like drama and dance. Emma went along to a school participating in a 

nationwide music performance to see how kids felt about the changes. 

 

These kids are warming up for a big music performance. 

 

WINONA: Ah we're preparing for Music Count Us In. Yeah, I'm so excited. 

 

KID 1: "Well it's a performance that traditionally happens every year at 12 o'clock at 

schools across Australia." 

 

This year the song for Music Count Us In was written by a group of students and Winona 

was one of them! 

 

WINONA:  So yeah the final product actually has all of our favourite bits of each other’s 

songs in it. 

 

The whole point of ‘Music Count Us In’ is to get kids excited about learning music and 

encourage teachers to do more lessons on it in schools. 

 

But music is just one of the subjects kids study at school. Here's all of them. Music comes 

under the category of arts, along with dance, drama, visual arts, and media arts. But how 

much time should schools spend teaching you each of these subjects? And is one more 

important than the others? Recently the government ordered a review of Australia's 

national curriculum and it recommended that there should be a bigger focus on music 

education and more training for teachers. But do you agree that kids should be taught 

more about music if it means learning less about other arts subjects like drama and dance?  

 

Well here at this school a lot of kids see the value in extended music lessons. 

 

KID 2: I think music is important because it helps kids learn language easier because you 

have to read notes on a page as well as know where it is on what instrument you're playing. 

 

KID 1: "Ah music's important to learn at school because if you're not really skilled at sports 

or something this is a fantastic path to choose because not only you can play in a band or 

learn an instrument or anything because there's also like technology as well that you can 

produce your own music oh it's just fantastic." 

 

KID 3: Yeah I used to get so nervous, I never would want to go on stage but it's helped me 

to become more confident in singing on stage and everything. 

 

But while music lessons are important, many kids here think that the other areas of the 

arts are just as important and shouldn't be decreased.  
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The Government is still trying to work out exactly where the balance should be but at 

Winona's school it's nearly time for their big performance, singing the song she helped to 

write! 

 

WINONA: I had great fun and it was just so nice to have all of my school mates stand 

around and listen to something that I'd worked so hard on with many other people and just 

to see everyone enjoy it just as much as I did. 

 

Quiz 2 
 

Quiz number 2 now. 

 

Let's get into it. How many keys are there on a standard piano? 

 

22  

 

44 

 

88 

 

Answer: 88 

That's 52 white keys and 36 black keys. 

 

Skipping School 
Reporter: Natasha Thiele 

 

INTRO: Now for a serious question. Should students be forced to go to school on their 

birthday?  That's the question being asked after one principal in Tasmania banned kids 

from having the day off on their birthday saying it's not a good enough reason to stay 

home. But are there any good reasons, apart from being sick? What about a big family 

holiday or a dentist appointment? Let's take a look at the issue. 

 

NATASHA THIELE, REPORTER: Yah, it's your Birthday! A time to celebrate! But there's 

one problem, you're stuck at school! But wouldn't it be nice if you could enjoy the day 

somewhere else? Well, that's definitely not going to happen at one school in Tasmania. It's 

decided to crack down on students who take a day off for their birthday because they say 

it's not a good enough excuse! 

 

Over in the UK, they're even more strict. Students used to be allowed to take their 

birthdays off. But now, some schools are fining parents for keeping their kids out of school 

without a good reason. It's all got people talking about what reasons are good reasons for 

kids missing school. Being sick is obviously a good excuse. But what about if you have a 



 
©ABC 2014 

dentist appointment or you have to spend time with a relative who isn't well? Your folks 

might be taking you to a big sporting event or perhaps you're away on a big family holiday. 

So where should the line be drawn? Well while you're thinking about that, let's take a look 

at why not being at school can cause problems. 

 

Research has found that Aussie students skip school more often than students from any 

other developed country. And taking a day off here and there can really add up! To give you 

an idea, if you miss on average three weeks of school per year, that's like missing half a 

year of school by the end of Year 6. And that could leave you well behind your classmates 

going into high school. 

 

But on the other hand, some people think there's nothing wrong with taking a day off 

school every so often if there's a good reason. They say taking kids on a family holiday 

overseas, for example, still allows them to learn about the outside world. While others say 

kids can easily catch up on their work or continue learning whilst away. But where would 

you draw the line? 

 

KID 1: If they're going on holidays yes but if they have a birthday, it's the parents decision.  

 

KID 2: I think it's okay if they have a reason so sickness, holidays, family issues, maybe 

someone's fallen sick that's close to you, but other things like birthdays and just not feeling 

like you want to go to school, I don't think that's alright because you might miss out on 

certain things at school that's quite important for your future education. 

 

KID 3: Yeah I do think that it's okay because on birthdays they deserve to celebrate with 

their family and just enjoy their birthday, not have to go through the torture of school.  

 

KID 4: Not really because you might miss like a vital piece of learning that you might need 

to know for future lessons. If it's like a holiday or a family like occasion then it's alright. 

 

Presenter: Now I want to know what you think about that. 

 

Online Poll 
 

The question  

 

Is it okay for kids to have days off school for birthdays or holidays? 

 

To vote just head to our website. 

 

Last week, we told you about the ban on pet rabbits in Queensland. And in our poll, we 

asked you if that ban should be overturned. A massive 88% said 'yes' it should. As always 

thanks for getting involved. 
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Now it's time for sport, Here's Emma 

 

The Score 
 

The Western Sydney Wanderers have made history as the first Aussie team to win the 

Aussie Champions League. The Wanderers upset Saudi giant Al-Hilal to be crowned the 

best team in all of Asia. It wasn't the flashiest of victories - the game ended in a nil all draw. 

 

But after winning their earlier match against Al-Hilal, a 1 nil draw was enough to make 

them champions. Only 14 Wanderers fans were at the game to see the performance 

because it was really hard for travelling fans to get visas but thousands of die-hard 

supporters were cheering the team on back home. 

 

“We finally proved everybody wrong, we did it! 

We got a champions league trophy in Sydney, Western Sydney ole ole ole” 

 

Aussie keeper Ante Covic won player of the tournament thanks to a number of brilliant 

saves including this one in the dying minutes of the grand final. 

 

The NBA season is underway. And young Aussie, Dante Exum has had his first win as a 

member of the Utah Jazz. He scored 10 ten points in his team's 118-91 win over the 

Phoenix Suns. The number five draft pick scored most of his points from beyond the arc. 

And he shared the floor with Aussie teammate Joe Ingles who chimed in with three assists. 

 

***** 

And Aussie wheelchair racer Kurt Fearnley has won his fifth New York marathon in a 

dramatic finish. 

 

It was a tough race for Fearnley but he broke free from the pack in the final stretch to 

finish in first place. 

 

Grave Mission 
Reporter: Natasha Thiele 

 

INTRO: Finally today last week was Halloween. And while some people got dressed up 

some kids we met marked Halloween with a trip to the cemetery. They weren't doing it 

for the scary factor though. They did it because they've adopted a cemetery so they can 

care for it in the future. Let’s find out more. 

 

NATASHA THIELE, REPORTER: It's not the kind of place some people would like to 

spend their day. But these guys are here to make a difference! They're taking part in a 

program called Adopt-a-Grave. It involves spending time at one of Adelaide's oldest 

cemeteries, where more than 65-thousand people are buried. 
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ROSS WHITFIELD, ADELAIDE CEMETERIES AUTHORITY: I really want you to 

remember that you are in a cemetery. Cemeteries are generally places for quiet reflection 

and we need to be respectful for not only the sites around here but also the people who 

might be visiting today. 

 

This is their third visit to their adopted cemetery. The last two visits were spent weeding 

and getting rid of rubbish. Today their job is to restore this iron fence. 

 

ROSS: Alright, so I reckon what we'll do first we'll jump into these cool suits. 

 

And that meant me as well! 

 

ROSS: What we're going to be doing is adding a fish oil and mineral turpentine solution, 

we're going to be applying it with paintbrushes and what we're doing is just, it's like a 

superficial raincoat.  

 

But first things first, they need to protect the area. 

 

REPORTER: What are you doing here? 

 

STUDENT 1: Well we're taping the drop sheets together so that none of the fish oil that 

we're painting on the iron gates goes on to the stone. 

 

Then it was time to paint! But they didn't just spend time cleaning up graves, they also 

went to the State Library to learn about some interesting people buried here. And they 

were given the task of finding their graves on their next visit. 

 

REPORTER: And with the scavenger hunt, did you manage to find the graves that you're 

after because there are tens of thousands of graves here? 

 

STUDENT 2: We found a couple but we didn't find all of them. 

 

STUDENT 3: We just found this from over there. 

 

STUDENT 4: Do I have to re-attach it? 

 

ROSS: Not quite, not quite. Really important though guys that when we do find bits of this, 

it's obviously a part of the monumentation. I'd say it's come off one of these little heads 

here.  

 

The program's helped these guys gain a better appreciation of cemeteries and the people 

who've been laid to rest here.  
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ROSS: When you look around the site today, it's a lot better than when we came here a 

couple of weeks ago. So well done and thank you on behalf of the Adelaide Cemeteries 

Authority.  

 

STEVE, STUDENT: I've learned that not too many people do look after them so it's good to 

get the students out here cleaning in them because school isn't just about books, it's for you 

to learn life experiences. 

 

DELENN, STUDENT: All three sessions have taught me the importance of more 

community service and reaching back to those who've served us before us. We've learned 

many previous stories and it's probably likely it's one of the most honest things I've done. 

 

JAMES, STUDENT: If we got the offer to come back, I would come back. 

 

Closer 
 

And that brings us to the end of another show. Just remember to let us know what you 

thought about today's stories using the hashtag 'behind the news'. And please remember to 

vote in our poll this week about skipping school. And until next week have a good one! 

 

 


