
 

 
©ABC 2014 

 

 
 

 

Questions for discussion 
 

Law of the Sea 

 

1. Discuss the Law of the Sea story with another student. 
2. International waters are also known as the… 
3. What sorts of things does the `Law of the Sea’ cover? 
4. Australia owns a __________________ stretch right around the country. 
5. What is the stretch of water called? 
6. Why can the ocean be valuable? 
7. Entering territorial waters is like entering another _________________. 
8. Australia’s maritime borders overlap with which countries? 
9. Describe what happened recently when the Australian Navy went into Indonesia’s territorial 

waters. 
10. What do you understand more clearly since watching the BtN story? 
 

 

 
Write a message about the story and post it in the comments section on the story page. 
 

 

Tassie Timber 

1. What have you learned about forests and logging as a result of watching this story? 

2. What does the government mean when it says it wants to unlock logging areas?  

3. Why has timber been such an important part of Tasmania’s economy since Europeans arrived? 

4. What’s the difference between plantation forests and old growth forests? 

5. Many Tasmanians think that the forests are more valuable to the environment than to loggers. 

Discuss. 

6. How do the forests contribute to tourism?  

7. Tasmania has the highest unemployment rate in the country. How do you think this affects the 

government’s decision to unlock the forests? 

8. Logging is seen by many as part of Tasmania’s identity. Explain what this means. 

9. Why is logging controversial? 

10. Imagine you are the Premier of Tasmania. What would you do? Explain why. 

 

 
Vote in the BtN Tassie Timber poll. Go to http://www.abc.net.au/btn/polls.htm 
Check out the BtN Tassie Timber teacher resource on the Teachers page 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/teachers.htm 
 
 
 

Deep Space 

1. Briefly describe what the Deep Space Network is. 

2. How has Australia played an important role in space exploration? 

3. What did Neil Armstrong mean when he said “It's a small step for man but a giant leap for 

mankind”? 

4. In which town is the ‘Dish’? 

5. Where did NASA build the three Communication Centres? 
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6. When was the first mission to the moon?  

7. What is it the Deep Space Communication Centre helps NASA to do? 

8. The Deep Space Network's powerful ______________ have kept in touch with just about every 

mission that's gone to the moon or beyond. 

9. Which anniversary is the Deep Space Network celebrating? 

10. How many Dishes will the Canberra Centre have in total with the new additions?  Describe the 

very important mission that they’ll be a part of.  

 
Check out the BtN Deep Space teacher resource on the Teachers page 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/teachers.htm 
 

 
 

Dyslexia 

1. Briefly summarise the BtN Dyslexia story. 

2. How does the brain work according to Eliza? 

3. Eliza says that ‘the way I learn is a little bit different to most people’. Discuss. 

4.  “When I was a kid I used to say it was like the words were stuck in my feet!”  What does Eliza 
mean by this? 

5. Why does Eliza say reading English can sometimes feel like you're seeing a different language 
to everyone else? 

6. Think of 3 questions you might ask Eliza to help you better understand some of the problems 

facing people with dyslexia. 

7. Bill is helping Eliza. Describe some of the techniques he uses to help kids with dyslexia read. 

8. People with dyslexia also have trouble with... 

a. vision 

b. sound 

c. memory 

9. Bill says that people with dyslexia are often very smart. Why is that? 

10. Write a message to Eliza and post it in the comments section on the BtN Dyslexia story page. 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3900132.htm 

 

 
Do Dyslexia quiz on the BtN website http://www.abc.net.au/btn/quiz.htm 
Bill and Eliza have put together a facts sheet about Dyslexia. Check it out on the Dyslexia story page on 
the BtN website. 
 

 

Young Musos 

1. Which Aboriginal community are the young musicians from? In which state is it? 

2. How many people live in the community? 

3. The music studio is helping to get kids to go to school. Why do you think that is? 

4. How many kids have become involved in the music studio since it was set up? 

5. How are the kids finding a new audience?  

6. Why do you think there’s been an ‘amazing progression’ in the kids’ confidence? 

7. Why is it important to have fun along the way? 

8. How old is Miiesha? Where had she been singing beforehand? 

9. These kids like to write songs and sing about stuff that’s happening in their lives. Try writing your 

own song. 

10. Visit the Woorabinda channel at https://www.youtube.com/user/WoorabindaChannel and check 

out some of their stuff! 

 
Write a message about the story and post it in the comments section on the story page. 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/teachers.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3900132.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/quiz.htm
https://www.youtube.com/user/WoorabindaChannel
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Activity 

Deep Space 
 

Key Learning 
Students will learn about the role Australia has played in space exploration and how scientists have 
improved our understanding of the solar system. 
 

The Australian Curriculum 
Science/Science understanding/Earth and space 
sciences 

The Earth is part of a system of planets orbiting around a 

star(the sun)  (ACSSU078) Year 5 

 
 

Science/Science as a Human Endeavour/ Nature and 
development of science 

Important contributions to the advancement of science have 

been made by people from a range of cultures 

(ACSHE082)Year 5 

  

Science / Science as a Human Endeavour / Use and 
influence of science 

Scientific understandings, discoveries and inventions are used 

to solve problems that directly affect peoples’ lives (ACSHE083) 

Year 5.  

 

   

 

Discussion Questions 

 

1. Briefly describe what the Deep Space Network is. 

2. How has Australia played an important role in space exploration? 

3. What did Neil Armstrong mean when he said “It's a small step for man but a giant leap for 

mankind”? 

4. In which town is the ‘Dish’? 

5. Where did NASA build the three Communication Centres? 

6. When was the first mission to the moon?  

7. What is it the Deep Space Communication Centre helps NASA to do? 

8. The Deep Space Network's powerful ______________ have kept in touch with just about every 

mission that's gone to the moon or beyond. 

9. Which anniversary is the Deep Space Network celebrating? 

10. How many Dishes will the Canberra Centre have in total with the new additions?  Describe the 

very important mission that they’ll be a part of.  

 

 

Activities 

Hold a class discussion about the BtN Deep Space story and clarify questions students have about the story. 

Ask students what they already know about space exploration and Australia’s involvement. Students name 

three things they know and record responses on a mind map with space exploration at the centre. 
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Key Missions 

 
The Canberra Deep Space Communication Complex (CDSCC) has been involved in some key NASA 
missions in the past 50 years. 
Students will choose a mission CDSCC has been involved in and research it in more detail. 
 
Apollo 11 Moon Landing                                                 Curiosity on Mars 
  

 
 

Voyager 1 Fly-Bys      Phoenix on Mars 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Solar System 

 

Students begin by recording what they know about the solar system.  Working in pairs, students will research 
one of the planets in the solar system. Use the following to help guide students’ research. 
 
  
 
 

Research questions 

 When did the mission take place? 

 What was the purpose of the mission?  

 Briefly summarise the mission. 

 What were some challenges of the mission? 

 How did Australia contribute to the mission? 
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Space Exploration 

 
Using the information recorded on the mind map at the beginning of the activity and students’ own research 
investigate the following questions about space exploration: 
 

 Why explore space? 

 What are some of the benefits of space exploration? 

 Are there any disadvantages? What are they? 

 How has space exploration changed since the 1960s? 

 What is the future of space exploration? 

 

The work of Galileo 

 

Students research Galileo’s story and evidence to support the theory that the Earth orbits the sun. 

 

 Who was Galileo?  

 What do you know about the work of Galileo? 

 How long does it take for Earth to orbit the sun? 

 How long does it take for Earth to rotate on its axis? 

 How has Galileo helped us to understand the solar  

system? 

 

 

 

Planet Research  

 Name the 8 planets in our solar system 

 Conduct in depth research into one of the 

planets in the solar system.  

 Include a description of what the planet 

looks like. 

 Find out some interesting facts.   

 Geographical features – Is it gaseous or 

rocky? Does it have an atmosphere? 

What are conditions on the surface like?  

 Distances – how far is this planet from the 

sun?  

 Movement – identify the path of this 

planet. How fast does it travel around the 

sun?  

 Present research using Prezi 

http://prezi.com/or other publishing 

software. Include images in the 

presentation. 

 

 

 

 

http://prezi.com/
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Evaluate 

 

Students will reflect on their learning   

 I learned that... 

 I enjoyed/did not enjoy... 

 I want to know more about... 

 I was surprised to discover that... 
 

 
 

Further Investigation 

 

Create a diagram that shows why radio telescopes are needed at three locations on the Earth’s surface to 

track spacecrafts. The following websites will help with students’ research 

http://deepspace.jpl.nasa.gov/education/drdish/#  

http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/2358763.htm 

 

 
 

 Related Research Links 

ABC News – Key NASA missions involving the Canberra Deep Space Communication Complex 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-03-19/key-nasa-space-missions/5330260?section=act 
 
ABC Catalyst – Space Communications 
http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/2358763.htm 

 
NASA Deep Space Network 
http://www.cdscc.nasa.gov/Pages/kids.html 
 
Time for Kids – Touchdown! 
http://www.timeforkids.com/news/touchdown/43251 
 
Kids Astronomy – Our Solar System 
http://www.kidsastronomy.com/solar_system.htm 
 
Science Kids - Galileo 
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/scientists/galileogalilei.html 
 

http://deepspace.jpl.nasa.gov/education/drdish/
http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/2358763.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-03-19/key-nasa-space-missions/5330260?section=act
http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/2358763.htm
http://www.cdscc.nasa.gov/Pages/kids.html
http://www.timeforkids.com/news/touchdown/43251
http://www.kidsastronomy.com/solar_system.htm
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/scientists/galileogalilei.html
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Activity 

Tassie Timber 
 

Key Learning 
Students will investigate the debate about whether some old growth forests should be opened up for logging 
and construct an argument for or against the issue.  
 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

11. What have you learned about forests and logging as a result of watching this story? 

12. What does the government mean when it says it wants to unlock logging areas?  

13. Why has timber been such an important part of Tasmania’s economy since Europeans arrived? 

14. What’s the difference between plantation forests and old growth forests? 

15. Many Tasmanians think that the forests are more valuable to the environment than to loggers. 

Discuss. 

16. How do the forests contribute to tourism?  

17. Tasmania has the highest unemployment rate in the country. How do you think this affects the 

government’s decision to unlock the forests? 

18. Logging is seen by many as part of Tasmania’s identity. Explain what this means. 

19. Why is logging controversial? 

20. Imagine you are the Premier of Tasmania. What would you do? Explain why. 

 

The Australian Curriculum   

English / Literacy / Creating texts 
 

English / Literacy / Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive 

print and multimodal texts, choosing text structures, language 

features, images and sound appropriate to purpose 

and audience (ACELY1704) Year 5 

 

Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive 

texts, choosing and experimenting with text structures, language 

features, images and digital resources appropriate to purpose 

and audience (ACELY1714) Year 6 

 

Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive 

texts, selecting aspects of subject matter and particular 

language, visual, and audio features to convey information and 

ideas (ACELY1725) Year 7 

 

 
Identify characteristic features used in imaginative, informative 

and persuasive texts to meet the purpose of 

the text (ACELY1690) Year 4 

 

Identify and explain characteristic text structures and language 

features used in imaginative, informative and persuasive texts to 

meet the purpose of the text (ACELY1701) Year 5 

  
 

English / Language / Text Structure and organisation 

Understand how authors often innovate on text structures and 

play with language features to achieve particular aesthetic, 

humorous and persuasive purposes and effects (ACELA1518) 

Year 6 
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http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=text
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1690
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=text%20structure
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=language%20features
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=language%20features
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=text
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http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1701
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=author
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=text%20structure
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=language%20features
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=aesthetic
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1518
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Activities 
 

Class discussion 

 

Hold a class discussion clarifying the arguments raised in the BtN logging debate story. Discuss the different 

points of view and issues raised in the debate, for example: 

 Tasmania’s economy: providing income and jobs 

 Environmental – clearing old growth forests 

 Tourism – removing some old growth forests that tourists visit 

 

Students will investigate the logging debate in detail by either holding a mini debate about the issue or 
constructing an exposition text. 

Question to respond to: 

Should some old growth forests be opened up for logging? 

 

Mini debate 

 

Preparing for your mini debate 

 Working in pairs, students will prepare a 1-2 minute speech for a mini debate on the whether some old 

growth forests be opened up for logging. One person will speak for the affirmative and the other will 

speak for the negative.  

 Before students begin to construct their argument, ask them to record what they already know about the 

topic and what they would like to find out. Students then research the topic to gain a greater 

understanding of the issue.  

 

 Ask students to list their arguments in point form on paper (without their partner seeing them). When 

they have done this, ask them to choose the five best points that will form the basis for their debate.  

 

 Students will write in point form, their debate on cards that fit into the palm of their hand. Their debate 

needs to have an introduction (introducing the topic), middle (three main points) and a conclusion 

(restating their position). Students practise their speech and then present the mini debate to other 

students. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guide for giving feedback 

 Was the information clear and 

accurate? 

 Were the arguments logical? 

 Were the counter arguments accurate 

and relevant? 

 Comments about the presentation style 

(tone of voice, body language, 

enthusiastic, convincing). 

Reflection 

 How difficult was it to think of points to 

support one side of the argument? 

 Do you think you would have done a 

better job supporting the other side of 

the argument? 

 Was I able to convince others of my 

opinion? 

 Did my opinion change? 

 What did you learn from this activity? 
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Construct your own exposition text 

 

Explain that students will be constructing a text to persuade others that some old growth forests in Tasmania 

should or should not be opened up for logging. Provide students with the following structure to follow when 

completing this activity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use a persuasion map to plan your 

exposition text.  

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/reso

urces/interactives/persuasion_map/ 

 

 

Further Investigation 

 

 

Find out more about old growth forests. Use the following headings to help guide students’ research: 

What are old growth forests? 

Biodiversity 

Old growth forests in Australia 

Students can present their information as a poster or use publishing software. 

 

 

 Related Research Links 

Behind the News – Logging War 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3755218.htm 

ABC News – Tony Abbott says too much Tasmanian forest `locked up’, forms new council to support timber 

industry 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-03-05/abbott-timber-industry-dinner-forestry-council-forest-locked-

up/5299046 

Structure of an exposition text 

Introduction 

 What is the point you are trying to argue? Construct an 

introductory paragraph which states the issue or topic. 

 Introduce the arguments that will be developed in the body 

of the text.  

 

Body 

 Construct arguments that support your point of view. 

 Each paragraph starts with a topic sentence which 

introduces each point. 

 The rest of the paragraph gives more reasons. 

 Arguments can be ordered from strongest to weakest. 

 

Conclusion 

 Restate your position on the argument 

 Construct a concluding paragraph that provides a summary 

of your arguments and a call to action. 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3755218.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-03-05/abbott-timber-industry-dinner-forestry-council-forest-locked-up/5299046
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-03-05/abbott-timber-industry-dinner-forestry-council-forest-locked-up/5299046
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ABC News - Federal Government defends move to delist part of Tasmania’s World Heritage Area 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-02-03/pressure-grows-for-federal-government-to-delist-more-of-

tasmani/5233640 

ABC News – Greens slam bid to reopen World Heritage areas to logging 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-01-31/call-to-end-world-heritage-listing-for-tasmanian-forests/5230066 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-02-03/pressure-grows-for-federal-government-to-delist-more-of-tasmani/5233640
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-02-03/pressure-grows-for-federal-government-to-delist-more-of-tasmani/5233640
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-01-31/call-to-end-world-heritage-listing-for-tasmanian-forests/5230066
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BtN: Episode 8 Transcript 25/3/14 

 

Coming up 

 Find out why Tassie's forests are back in the headlines 
 

 Celebrate the birthday of an Aussie icon that's out of this world 
 

 And meet our latest Rookie Reporter who tells us what it's like living with dyslexia 
 

Hey it's Sarah Larsen. Welcome to BtN. There are some great stories coming up today. But 

first, Emma's going to fill you in on some of the biggest stories of the week. 

 

The Wire 

The search is still on for the missing Malaysian Airlines plane and Australia's playing a big 

part.  

Last week, Prime Minister, Tony Abbott announced satellites had spotted what might be 

debris from the plane two and a half thousand kays off the coast of Western Australia. 

The task of locating these objects will be extremely difficult and it may turn out they are 

not related to MH370.  Because it's so far away the search hasn't been easy and so far 

planes and boats haven't found anything. 

 Now, the hunt has shifted as French satellites have picked up images of what they think 

could be debris eight hundred and fifty kays away from the search area. 

All up authorities are now covering 68,000 square kilometres 

******** 

Back in Australia there's been a fatal plane crash near Brisbane.  

Five people - including two skydivers and their instructors - died when the plane crashed 

not long after take-off.  

******** 

In South Australia there's finally been a decision on who will lead the state.  
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The election was more than a week ago but it was really close and it didn't look like either 

party would win enough seats to form government.  

In the end it came down to one independent politician. He sided with the Labor Party 

giving them the majority they needed. 

******** 

And an Adelaide school has set an interesting new world record. The most people taking 

part in a hand clapping game at one time! 

More than six hundred kids got involved. 

KID: I think 660 is a good score to knock out the park. 

And now they're keen to take on a few more records! 

KID: Mark Oliphant is gonna beat more records! 

 

Law of the Sea 

Reporter: Rebecca Opie 

INTRO: Now, you might remember a big news story earlier this year about the 

Australian Navy going into Indonesia's waters. Last week group of politicians started an 

inquiry into how it happened. But have you ever wondered just what "Indonesian 

waters" means? Does anyone actually own the ocean? Bec went to find out more about 

the laws of the sea.  

REBECCA OPIE, REPORTER: On land, it's easy to tell which country's which, there are 

maps and borders and laws but what about all that blue in between?  

Have you ever wondered who owns the oceans? Do certain fish belong to certain countries 

and are there rules about who goes where? The answer is the oceans belong to everyone 

and no-one.  

Ever since the days of old, the high seas have been shared by traders, explorers, fishermen 

and even pirates and that's still true today. A lot of the Earth's oceans are what's known as 

International Waters or High Seas. No-one owns them, everyone can use them. It's all part 

of the Law of the Sea; an international agreement between countries that's been around 

since the 1980s.  

The Law of the Sea covers all sorts of things like who owns the oceans and whose 

responsibility they are. Say someone gets into trouble out here. The law of the sea says 

which country is supposed to help.  
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You probably don't recognise it but this is the shape of Australia's search and rescue 

borders. If a boat is in trouble or plane goes down in this area, it's Australia's job to help 

out but if it happens here for example, it would be Canada's job. But it's not just about 

search and rescue. 

It might not seem like it when you look around but the ocean can be pretty valuable. It's a 

means of transport for ships and under the sea there can be all sorts of precious resources, 

like oil and gas. 

So the Law of the Sea gives countries with a coast line a stretch of ocean they're allowed to 

make money out of - it's called an Exclusive Economic Zone. This is Australia's. We don't 

actually own this water and anyone's allowed to pass through but no-one's allowed to fish 

or mine here without Australia's permission.  

And there is a point out there in the deep blue, where the ocean officially becomes part of a 

country. Australia actually ends 22 kilometres out to sea. These are called our territorial 

waters. Australia owns the sea, the seabed and the airspace above it. Entering Territorial 

waters is like entering a country, you're not supposed to do it without permission and you 

have to follow local law.  

That's how Australia got itself into trouble recently. Navy boats that were towing back 

asylum seekers went into Indonesia's territorial waters without permission. The Navy said 

it was an accident and the government apologised. 

IMMIGRATION MINISTER, SCOTT MORRISON: "If they went within that zone and 

that's the key thing and that should have never happened and our assurance to the 

government of Indonesia is that it won't happen again." 

They're now having an inquiry into what happened. 

Countries take their ocean rights seriously, and while the Law of the Sea isn't always crystal 

clear, understanding it is really important. 

 

Quiz 1 

 

Let’s see how much you know about the oceans. 

The question is: 

Roughly how much of the Earth is covered in water? 

Is it: 

50 percent 
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70 percent 

80 percent 

Answer: 70 percent 

 

Tassie Timber 

Reporter: Matt Holbrook 

INTRO: Back on land now, to a state that's famous for its forests and the timber that 

comes from them. Tasmanians have seen a lot of debate over the years between 

supporters of the logging industry and people that think more forests should be off-limits. 

And the fight isn't over. The state's new government wants to give the logging industry a 

boost to create more jobs but that's made some pretty angry. Here's Matt to explain.  

MATT HOLBROOK, REPORTER: Winning an election is the ultimate prize for any 

political party. It means they have a chance to change things. And now, the new 

government in Tassie wants to unlock land for logging. 

It's an issue that's divided people here for a long time. There have been protests, fighting, 

and elections won and lost over logging. So why's the new government so keen to get 

behind it? 

Well, there's a lot of history here. Since Europeans came to Tassie, timber has been a big 

part of the island's economy. The wood from its native forests was ideal for building, 

making furniture, and for turning into woodchips to make paper and other products.  

Logging has changed a lot over the years, but it’s still seen by many as an important part of 

the state's identity.  

But it's controversial. While a lot of timber is now grown on plantations, some is still taken 

from old growth forests. They're areas that have been growing and evolving for many, 

many years without being disturbed by humans. They contain some rare trees and provide 

habitats for animals. Many Tasmanians think that the forests are more valuable to the 

environment than to loggers. There's also money to be made from tourism, as people come 

to see the spectacular trees. 

Over the years a lot Tassie's forests have been protected from logging. Some say, not 

enough. But others say too much. In recent years the timber industry in Tassie hasn't been 

doing so well. Pulp mills have closed and people have lost their jobs. Some blamed the 

government for siding with environmentalists. 

In 2012 a new deal was struck designed to protect larger areas of forest, while also helping 

workers in the industry find new jobs. For a while, it seemed like the fighting was over. But 

it didn't last. This year there was an election in Tassie, and a lot of debate over one big 
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issue employment. Tasmania's got the highest unemployment rate in the country, and its 

economy is in a bad way.  

The Prime Minister said it would help if Tassie threw out the forest deal, and opened up 

more old growth forest for logging. The new state government agreed. 

And that's brought the issue back into the spotlight. It's a tricky debate, because Tassie’s 

forests are important to so many people for so many reasons. 

 

Online Poll 

What do you guys think about that? We'll make it the subject of this week's poll.  

The question is: 

Should more old growth forest be opened up for logging? 

To vote, just head to our website. 

 

Deep Space 

Reporter: James Bartold 

INTRO: Ok, so we've had oceans and forests, how about Outer Space? When you think of 

the big players in space exploration you probably think of the USA and Russia and China. 

But did you know that some of the most famous images and important discoveries in 

space were made possible by bunch of antennae right here in Australia? This week 

Canberra's Deep Space Communication Complex turns 50. James had a look at some of 

its greatest achievements. 

REPORTER, JAMES BARTOLD: It was one of the biggest moments of the 20th century 

when humans walked on the moon. 

 But those famous words could have never made it to earth, without the help of a dish right 

here in Australia. There was a movie made about Australia's involvement in the moon 

landing and the real life story of Canberra's Deep Space Communications Complex is just 

as interesting. 

It started back in the 60s in the middle of the space race. NASA realised it need a way to 

keep in contact with its missions but one dish wasn't going to cut it. You see, the Earth is 

constantly spinning so if you're trying to look at something in space, say, the moon at 

certain times of day you're going to be on the wrong side of the planet. To make sure there 

was always a dish facing the right way NASA built three Communication Centres in 

California, Madrid and Canberra. 
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Dr David Williams, CSIRO: Basically without it. It would be true to say NASA couldn't 

manage the missions it sent out". The Deep Space Network's powerful antennas have kept 

in touch with just about every mission that's gone to the moon or beyond. 

The first was way back in 1966 when NASA sent the Surveyor 1 rover to the moon. 

Information about the surface was relayed by Canberra back to NASA and the information 

it received helped to prepare for this. And it didn't end there.  

The Canberra Deep Space Communication Complex helped to track and steer satellites and 

probes like the Voyager space craft. They explored Saturn and Jupiter before travelling to 

the very edge of the solar system.  

Canberra's dishes helped to track Galileo as it found water on Jupiter’s moons and it was 

there as Cassini studied Saturn.  In recent years it's helped to steer two robotic rovers to 

the surface of Mars and received images of the red planet. 

 Now the centre is celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Deep Space Network and that's 

meant some of the big wigs of NASA have come down under to celebrate all the missions 

they've accomplished with the help of our Aussie dishes. 

  Charles Bolden, NASA : "For so many of NASA's missions Australia has been and will 

continue to be an important part through the work the Canberra deep space 

communications network" 

So what's next for the complex? Well two new satellite dishes are being added to the three 

already here and they're going to have a really important mission, picking up the first fly-

by images the dwarf planet Pluto. 

With so much space to explore and so many more discoveries yet to be made the Canberra 

Deep Space Communication Complex's job is far from over. 

 

Quiz 2 

 

Right. Let’s have a space quiz! 

The question is: What is the biggest planet in our solar system? 

Is it Venus? 

Jupiter? 

or Saturn? 

Answer: Jupiter  
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Jupiter is massive! Experts reckon that it is almost 1000 times bigger than Earth. 

 

Dyslexia 

Reporters: Emma Davis 

INTRO: Now to a story about a condition that affects thousands of Aussie kids. Dyslexia 

makes it hard to recognise the squiggly lines on a page that we know as words. It can 

make it harder to read, to spell and even do maths! And our Rookie Reporter Eliza has 

put together a story to help us understand it.  

ELIZA BAMPTON, REPORTING: My name's Eliza. I'm 14 years old and I'm heading into 

English. But the way I learn is a bit different to most people, because I have dyslexia. 

You probably won't be able to tell just from looking at me, but all the differences are all 

inside. 

This is my brain and it's like everyone else's in just about every way. There are parts for 

seeing, parts for remembering and parts for understanding. All those parts are connected 

by lots and lots of tiny little electrical pathways. When we are born, our brains aren't 

actually set up to learn how to read. We have to teach ourselves to connect the things we 

see, to the sounds we hear, to the lines on a page. Tricky, huh? Well if you have dyslexia, 

it's even trickier!  

Scientists reckon that when you have dyslexia, the wires in your brain are connected 

differently. It means that we have trouble remembering how sounds and words fit 

together. So I can see this and know it's a caterpillar, but if I see the word, I have trouble 

linking the sounds in my brain, with the letters on the page. Same goes with spelling! It's 

hard to find the letters that fit the sounds! 

When I was a kid I used to say the words got stuck in my feet! 

My family found out that I truly had dyslexia when I was five and when I was diagnosed. 

But you see my family already kind of knew because my nanna is dyslexic, my sister's 

dyslexic, my other sister has a little bit of dyslexic but she's not as severe as I am. 

This is just my sort of dyslexia. It actually comes in all different shapes and sizes, and it's 

pretty common. Kids with dyslexia can get really frustrated when they try to read. It can 

sometimes feel like you're seeing a different language to everyone else. 

But there are ways to help. This is Bill. 

BILL HANSBERRY: Hi Eliza 

Bill's been helping me with dyslexia for a while now. Haven't you Bill? 

BILL: Yeah it's been a while now hasn't it. 
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So Bill, how do you help kids with dyslexia? 

BILL: Well Eliza, the kids I work with they know a lot of letters and sounds but because of 

dyslexia they get muddled. So it's my job to do a lot of un-muddling. Stuff that people 

without dyslexia do naturally but kids with dyslexia need to be retaught that." 

Dyslexia isn't a disease, you can't catch it like a cold! It's something you're born with and it 

stays with you for the rest of your life. But people learn how to manage it! 

In fact, you may be surprised to learn that a lot of famous people have dyslexia! This guy 

and even this guy! Even Albert Einstein and Walt Disney may have had dyslexia! 

So having dyslexia isn't actually a bad thing, because most people with dyslexia are actually 

kind of smart! 

BILL: "Well yeah, most people with dyslexia will tell you that school was really tough, 

right. But the researchers and the scientists who work on dyslexia actually think that the 

same wiring that makes you or gives you dyslexia actually can make you highly creative, a 

really fantastic problem solver, the type of person who can see the big picture. So dyslexia's 

not always a bad thing." 

So dyslexia may not be easy, but it's a part of me! And I would not want to change that for 

anything!  

Presenter: If you want to hear more about Eliza's story make sure you visit our website. 

She's put together some fantastic extra stuff. OK, let's get some sports news now with the 

Score. 

The Score 

 

Australia's lost its first match of the Twenty Twenty World Cup to Pakistan. 

The Aussies were set a huge target of 191. 

And we’re on track thanks to some big hitting from Glen Maxwell. 

But after his wicket fell the rest followed quickly and in the end the Aussies were 16 runs 

short. 

 Australia will play the West Indies on Friday and to make it to the semis they'll probably 

have to win all of their remaining games. 

******* 

The NBL regular season has wrapped up with minor premiers, Perth winning at home 

against Wollongong. 
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The Adelaide 36ers also had a win over the Melbourne Tigers. 

It's a bit of a warm up for the finals because the same teams will face off in the semis which 

start later this week. 

******* 

In Netball the Waikato Bay of Plenty Magic are still unbeaten. 

The Magic beat the Melbourne Vixens by 5 points.  

Jo Harten and Ellen Halpenny were stand outs. 

****** 

And a rare treat for Aussie Baseball fans as America's Major League season hit off in 

Sydney! 

Both The Los Angeles Dodgers and Arizona Diamondbacks flew here to start the season on 

Aussie soil. 

They played a two game series over the weekend with the Dodgers winning both. 

 

Young Musos 

Reporter: Matt Holbrook 

INTRO: Have you ever wanted to record your own song or music video? Well in the 

Queensland community of Woorabinda some professional musicians have been helping 

kids to do just that; using music to give kids confidence and to spread positive messages. 

And as Matt found out they've unearthed some impressive talents.  

These kids have got serious talent. And thanks to a bit of help from professionals, they're 

creating some awesome music. 

KID 1: Ma ma boy, dedicated to the Woorabinda. 

They're from Woorabinda. It's an Aboriginal community in Queensland, where about a 

thousand people live. Getting kids here to go to school can be tricky. And that's where this 

music studio comes in, because if kids do go to school, they get the chance to come here 

and create their own tunes. 

KID 2: Raise your hands to the ceiling right now, I need your love and support for me to 

figure this out. 

It's a chance to talk about their lives, and the big issues that affect them. And since it was 

set up eighteen months ago, more than one hundred kids have got involved. 
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Miiesha's one of them. She's fourteen. 

MIIESHA: Walk by my side is about family and like fighting and wanting to come close to 

each other and learning how to trust one another and respect one another. 

ELIZABETH, MIIESHA'S GRANDMOTHER : "We didn't realise she had the ability to sing 

until she's in grade 4/5. She had been singing at the churches that she goes to in 

Rockhampton. She sang Amazing Grace. She sang it through the mic and in her own style 

which was really lovely. 

Miiesha's already recorded a few songs with the studio. And thanks to the community's 

Youtube channel, she and the rest of the kids are helping to find a new audience! 

KID 3: Put things on YouTube to show everyone what we're like, to show everyone like out 

of town. 

The kids are involved every step of the way. It's up to them to get involved in creating the 

music and planning the videos. They also learn how to use the equipment with a bit of help 

from Stephen, who runs the studio. 

STEPHEN: You can just see the amazing progression and confidence how they hold 

themselves in body language and that sort of stuff. 

For some, it's a bit of fun. For others, their passion for music is a little more serious. But 

regardless of where they take their musical dreams, these kids are definitely sending a 

positive message and having a lot of fun along the way. 

 

Closer 

That's it for BtN. Thanks for watching. I'll see you next time. 


