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Hi I'm Nathan Bazley and this is BTN! 
 
Coming up today 
 

 A world without cash? We find out how it might happen sooner than you think. 
 

 Jack takes on a 'BTN Investigates' question that's out of this world. 
 

 And Kind Classrooms wraps up with a look at just some of the schools that 
helped make the world a better place. 

 
But first: 
 

Cyclone Debbie 

Reporter: Natasha Thiele 

 

INTRO:  We're taking a look at the destruction caused by Cyclone Debbie last week. 
Soon, we'll hear all about the flooding that it caused through South East Queensland 
and Northern NSW. But first we'll find out what it's like to go through a cyclone from two 
kids that experienced it first-hand. 
 
This is the sound a powerful tropical cyclone makes when it hits your house. Those 
powerful winds, combined with incredibly heavy rain, destroyed homes, trees and crops 
along the north coast of Queensland on Tuesday. And afterwards tens of thousands of 
people were left without power just like Hunter and his family who live in Cannon Valley. 
Hunter was going to report on the cyclone for us as a Rookie Reporter, but without 
power it's been tough to charge up his camera or connect to the internet. 
 
REPORTER: Hey Hunter, how you going? I've heard power's been a pretty big issue 
over there at the moment, you've been filming some stuff for us but you can't get a lot of 
it through. Can you tell us what Cyclone Debbie was like? 
 
HUNTER: Well it was a devastating scene and it was really scary! 
  
REPORTER: And were you like hiding in the bathroom or what were you guys doing? 
 
HUNTER: Well at the start when it wasn't like, when the first time we were just outside 
in our, we were inside but then when it, after the second bit we went into our bathroom 
because it started getting really strong winds.  
 
In the days leading up to the cyclone, people were warned to prepare for the worst. 
 



Some people had to be evacuated, while others got ready by stocking up on things like 
water and batteries and they tried to protect their homes and businesses by 
sandbagging them.  
 
Another of our Rookie Reporters Ashley woke up the day after the cyclone hit to see all 
the damage. She still doesn't have any power so she had to join me on the phone too. 
 
REPORTER: What about when you woke up the next day after the cyclone had passed. 
Can you tell me what that was like? 
 
ASHLEY: It was very messy, paper everywhere! Trees fallen, branches, leaves so we 
had to rake it all up.  
  
REPORTER: And what about the water situation? What's it been like not having a lot of 
you know fresh water? 
 
ASHLEY: Well we did get fresh water 5 days later, but we had to have a bath in the pool 
or we had to have a shower but we had water in a bucket.  
 
REPORTER: Ashley, have all your neighbours been coming together to help clean up 
as well? 
 
ASHLEY: Yeah sometimes for power 'cause most people got generators and well we 
started cleaning up and putting it at the front and the neighbours came and started 
doing that too.  
 
It's not just neighbours that have been coming together and helping each other out. 
Emergency services and the army have been working hard too.  
 
ASHLEY: The support team is cleaning up the streets you can see by that. 
 
Even kids have had to pitch in! 
 
ASHLEY: There was a lot of rain last night and now the sun's up we've got to start 
cleaning again. 
 
While it might take some time to repair the damage caused by Cyclone Debbie, people 
right around the country and the world have been showing their support. And everyone's 
hoping it won't be too long before things get back to normal.  
 
STUDENTS 1: We and the community around us support you with what you're going 
through and will keep you in our prayers.  
 
STUDENTS 2: We just wanted to send our wishes to all those affected by Cyclone 
Debbie! 
 



STUDENTS 3: Best wishes from your neighbours in PNG! 
 
STUDENTS 4: And we wish you the best of luck with the recovery.  
 
 

This Week in News 

 
Sticking with the fallout from Cyclone Debbie and while the damaging winds eased 
flooding rains continued over huge parts of Queensland and northern New South 
Wales. Some people had lucky escapes like Erin whose brother caught her arm just as 
a torrent of water burst into their garage. 
 
NICK AND ERIN:  I grabbed her, he pulled me back. 
 
¶NICK:  It was the scariest moment I've ever been in. 
 
ERIN:  I was just shocked. I was terrified. 
 
¶Those that did evacuate are now coming home to begin the massive clean-up. Which 
could take weeks or even months. 
 
¶KID: How long do you think it's going to take? Umm, maybe two hours! Haha I think it's 
going to take you a little bit longer more like two weeks I think, mate! Yeah, yeah it 
might. 
 
¶But the worst isn't over in some areas. Rockhampton in Queensland is expecting more 
flooding over the coming days as river levels rise. 
 
 
---- 
 
In other news this week, the CSIRO has found that four out of five Aussies still aren't 
eating enough fruit and vegetables! 
 
The science organisation surveyed more than 100 thousand people in the biggest study 
of its kind ever done in Australia and it found that only 24 per cent of women and 15 per 
cent of men are getting their recommended daily dose of two serves of fruit and five 
serves of veggies. 
 
---- 
 
For the first time ever SpaceX has launched a satellite into orbit on a recycled rocket! 
 
Unlike most rockets these Falcon Nines are designed to be partly re-usable. 
This one was launched and successfully landed a year ago and SpaceX boss Elon 
Musk says its second flight is a big deal. 
 



ELON MUSK: It means you can fly and refly an orbit class booster which is the most 
expensive part of the rocket. This is gonna be a huge revolution in space flight. It's the 
difference between if you had airplanes and you threw away the airplane after every 
flight versus you could reuse them multiple times.  
 
---- 
 
And it was International Pillow Fight Day on the weekend! 
 
To mark the date, public pillow fights were held around the world including in New York 
and Toronto where unrelated costumes were optional. 
 
But despite the presence of some war paint and army-print, it was all done in a friendly 
spirit with only soft pillows allowed. 
 
 

Cashless Society 

Reporter: Amelia Moseley 

 

Next up, the end of cash might be a step closer after the Reserve Bank announced it 
will soon roll out a new way of transferring money to people. They say it will help 
consumers buy things quickly and easily without notes and coins. But there are some 
groups who aren't looking forward to the move away from money. Take a look. 
 
KID 1 Hello. 
 
KID 2 Hello. 
 
KID 3 Hello. 
 
KID 3 Friend 4792, look at this! I have to have it! 
 
KID 1 Nice choice. 
 
Ok, so buying things in the future might not look exactly like this, but we really could end 
up living in a society where cash isn't needed! It's a change that's been steadily 
happening over the past few decades. We've gone from cash only to writing out 
cheques, to bankcards, ATMs and EFTPOS, and more recently 'tap and go' and mobile 
pay.  
 
AMELIA, REPORTER Now, the Reserve Bank of Australia says way fewer people are 
getting money out to pay for things. So it's bringing in a big change this year.  
 
It'll make it easier and faster for people to transfer money to each other for free, almost 
instantaneously, using only a phone number or email address. 
 



With this latest push, some experts now predict Australia could even be cash-free by 
2020! While others reckon, it'll take a bit longer before we're there. 
 
KID 2 Oh, I still owe you for the zero-gravity belt you bought me! Let me transfer. 
 
KID 3 Thank you. 
 
Back in the present, there are lots of benefits to not having to use cash. It's more 
convenient and saves time, it can be safer because people don't have to carry large 
amounts of money that can be lost or stolen, and keeping track of what you're spending 
is also easier. It's also harder for people to do dodgy stuff like avoiding taxes. Plus, if 
anything bad happens, it's pretty easy to cancel cards or secure accounts. 
 
But some say they'll find it really hard to exist without cold, hard cash, like people who 
aren't very up with technology, anyone who doesn't store their money in a bank, or 
those who rely on being given cash like buskers and charities. That last one is a big one 
because charities need donations to do good work. Some say they're already getting 
half as many coin donations as they used to, so they're trying out other options like 'tap 
and go' machines. But the question is - will people be as comfortable using those as 
they would be dropping coins in a tin? Other charities and sporting groups are worried 
that people will be less likely to say, buy a sausage or enter a raffle if they have to get 
their card or phone out instead of some spare change. 
 
There are also people worried about the security risks that come with everything being 
online, and experts say mobile and internet access would become even more important 
to have at all times so people wouldn't get stuck without any money! So, while it looks 
like a cashless Australia is definitely in our future. It's just a matter of when and exactly 
how it'll work to make sure everyone is happy being cash free. 
 
KID 3: I like how silver the ball is.  
 
KID 2: I like the uniqueness of the silver. 
 
KID 3 Oh no, not again. 
 
KID 1 Very nice choice. 
 
 

Ask a Reporter 

 
Have you got a question about going cash free? Ask me live on Friday during Ask a 
Reporter! Head to our website for all the details. 
 

Quiz 

 
Which of these items were used as money in the past? 



Shells 
 
Beads 
 
Or Salt 
 
Answer: Sorry, it's a trick question, because all of them have been used as money! 
 

Understanding Space 

Reporter: Jack Evans 

 
Hi BTN, I’m Tye and here is my question: Is space infinite’? I hope you can help. Thank 
you! 
 
It was a typical Tuesday when I noticed a telegram from Tye tucked under my 
typewriter. "Is space infinite?", I didn't have an answer. What's a dame like her doing in 
a place like this? 
 
AMELIA: Why is everything in black and white? 
 
JACK: What's the matter doll-face? 
 
AMELIA: Well for starters don't call me doll-face and secondly what have you done with 
Matt? 
 
I didn't hear another word of what the gal was sayin'. I was still thinking about that 
telegram, `Is space infinite’? 
 
AMELIA: JACK! Are you even listening to me? Uh don't worry. 
 
She could wait. I needed to find out more about this space, not this space, this space. 
 
I already know that Earth is just one tiny drop in a very big pond. We're the third planet 
in our solar system which is just one of more than 500 solar systems in the Milky Way. 
The Milky Way in turn is just 1 of hundreds of billions of galaxies in the universe. But 
what comes after that? Where does it all end? My search for answers led me to the 
planetarium where I hoped to find the missing piece to my pie and that's when I ran into 
Martin. 
 
MARTIN: Is space infinite? Well that question has yet to be resolved.  
 
I couldn't believe my ears. Surely it has to end somewhere. 
 
MARTIN: Are you OK? So space rather than having an edge or a wall, actually there is 
no centre anywhere in the universe. Anywhere you go is the centre which means that in 
a way it's like a balloon that is expanding as the universe expands. You can't find the 



centre of the surface of the balloon. No matter which way you go, you'll only go right 
around and come back to where you started. Will we ever know? I really can't answer 
that I don't know if any other astronomer can but they love trying.  
 
I left the planetarium defeated. Martin had handed me many pieces to my pie. But I was 
still missing one, a clear answer. That's when I remembered what that dame said to me 
earlier that day. 
 
AMELIA: Why is everything black and white? 
 
She's right! Not everything is black and white, sometimes it's grey. That meant the 
answer was still out there, just waiting to be found.  
 
 

Stargazing  

 
And if exploring space is something you're interested in learning more about. Make sure 
you tune into the ABC's live 'Stargazing' special on Tuesday the 4th, Wednesday the 
5th and Thursday the 6th of April online or on ABC1. 
 

Cloud Atlas 

Reporter: Amelia Moseley 

 
INTRO: Now, did you know there's something called a Cloud Atlas? It's a guide to all 
the different clouds that can be seen around the world. And recently, the World 
Meteorological Organisation released a new version. It contains some pretty impressive 
clouds including a new one photographed by an Aussie. Take a look. 
 
Clouds are something you probably don't take that much notice of, unless they're about 
to rain on you or you're trying to figure out their shape. That one is definitely a penguin 
eating an ice cream, can't you see it? Anyway, there's actually a lot more going on up 
there than you might've imagined! 
 
Clouds form when warm, moist air rises and then cools down. The water in the air 
condenses to form tiny water droplets or ice crystals which settle on dust particles 
creating the fluffy-looking masses. They're a really important part of the earth's 
atmosphere, helping to regulate our planet's temperature while bringing rain and snow, 
and by studying them meteorologists can learn more about the weather and climates. 
 
That's why the World Meteorological Organisation first published something called a 
Cloud Atlas all the way back in 1896. It's become a big catalogue of cloud formations 
and species. Yep, clouds are given species names just like animals! The atlas includes 
things like the puffy cumulus, the high-flying wisps of cirrus and the cumulonimbus 
which brings rain and lightning! Those are the common ones, right? But have you ever 
seen a 'Wall Cloud'? What about a 'Fallstreak Hole Cloud'? Or a 'UFO Cloud'? 



 
AMELIA, REPORTER: And for the first time in 30 years the cloud atlas has been 
updated with new cloud formations, and it's been put online so anyone can cloud 
search. I wonder how long it’s going to take for me to see one of these? 
 
The Atlas now includes a brand new species called the Volutus, or 'roll cloud', that many 
Australians know as the amazing Morning Glory clouds spotted way up North. There are 
also five new special clouds defined by the unusual ways they form. Like 
Flammagenitus, which is created by forest fires or volcanic eruptions! And homogenitus, 
made by human activity! 
 
Finally, there are five new cloud features, like the rare, wave-like Kelvin-Helmholtz 
clouds and the Asperitas, which looks more like a rough sea seen from below the 
surface. The Cloud Appreciation Society (yes, that's a real thing!) has been pushing to 
get Asperitas into the atlas for the past eight years! Now it's in with an Aussie 
connection! The identifying photo of Asperitas was taken by cloud-loving Tasmanian 
Grandad, Gary! 
 
GARY: To have my own photo in that is quite special, quite chuffed. 
 
Gary says he's been smitten with clouds ever since he was in primary school and 
spends a lot of time staring at the sky, which is how he got his winning snap. 
 
GARY Sometimes the best clouds are just there for an instant, so you have to be there 
just at the right time to catch em! 
 
So take a lesson from Gary and take a look up sometimes, because you never know 
what you might see! 
 
 

Quiz 

 
And sticking with the subject of clouds. What is the name of the white lines of cloud left 
by aircraft? 
 
Jetulus 
 
Contrails 
 
Cloudtrails 
 
The answer is:  Contrails 
 
 
 
 



Kind Classrooms 

 
Now, one of my favourite parts of the year on BTN is our Kind Classrooms campaign. I 
love seeing all of the videos come in showing the thoughtful things you guys have done 
to help others in your community. We've put all of them on our website for you to look 
through and be inspired by. But in the mean-time here's a quick look at just some of the 
things you've done to help make Australia a better place this year. 
 
 

Sport 

 
To the NRL first and Melbourne Storm Captain Cameron Smith has broken the record 
for most games won after thrashing the Panthers 28 to 6 over the weekend. 
 
Smith has now passed veteran Darren Lockyer to become the most successful player in 
NRL history with 238 victories. 
 
CAMERON SMITH: You don't really think about milestones or records too much, it's 
more about your focus on your job each week. 
 
 
---- 
 
Staying with League, NRL officials are considering changing the rules around 
concussion. A number of teams were fined recently for keeping players on the field 
when they could've had concussion. 
 
Now the league says it might allow teams to have an extra man to substitute in for 
concussed players. 
 
It's also considering bringing in independent doctors to decide whether players should 
be allowed back on after a head knock. 
 
---- 
 
To soccer now and it was a big week for superstar Cristiano Ronaldo. He became 
Portugal's all-time leading goal scorer, scoring his 71st goal in a game against Sweden. 
 
Shortly after that he had an airport named after him. However, it was this odd looking 
statue at the unveiling which stole the limelight. 
 
A lot of people reckon it looks well nothing like Ronaldo, although these jokers on the 
internet disagreed. 
 
 
---- 



 
To basketball now and buzzer-beaters are always pretty amazing, but what makes this 
one stand out is the guy who scored it.  
 
Thirteen-year-old Jamarion Styles lost his arms when he was a baby but he always 
loved basketball and was determined to learn how to play. 
 
JAMARION: Every time we have practice, every time we don't have practice, I'm out 
there on the court. Don't doubt yourself, you can do anything you want to. 
 
---- 
 
And finally, check out this adorable game of soccer. These bulldogs are from an animal 
shelter in the Czech Republic, and took to the field to help promote an upcoming game 
between human teams. But while the final scoreline was 4-1, commentators say both 
teams were seriously lacking focus. 
 
 

Silo Art 

Reporter: Jack Evans 

 
INTRO: Finally today, a famous Aussie artist has put one small town on the map with 
his paintings of local kids. The unique thing about these paintings though is that they're 
35 metres tall and on the side of massive grain silos. Take a look. 
 
TEACHER: You might have noticed that someone was out in the yard before the bell 
went. Did anyone see who was out in the yard this morning? Caesar? 
 
CAESAR: Was it Guido? 
 
TEACHER: Yes, you would have noticed Guido's here today. 
 
You're probably wondering who Guido is. Well he's an Aussie artist and his work is 
pretty hard to miss. His murals can be found all over the world. But now he's visiting a 
school in a small rural town in South Australia to get inspiration for his next masterpiece. 
Last year the community and local government here began a project called 'Creating 
Coonalpyn', in the hopes of breathing life back into the town through art. Coonalpyn is 
between Adelaide and Melbourne so a lot of people pass through. But not many stop, 
even though I hear they have great waffles. So, they invited Guido to Coonalpyn to see 
if he could turn these old grain silos into art. 
 
GUIDO: I'll draw you. What's your name? Aliesha, nice to meet you. 
 
Guido decided to feature local kids in his design. 
 
GUIDO: I think they represent an image of the future that I think's quite positive and 
playful and that’s also very neutral. 



BOY: I think it's going to look really good once it’s done.  
 
After choosing his models, Guido started work on the silos by first striking up reference 
points that he compares to his smaller sketches. Then over the next few weeks he uses 
a forklift and a lot of spray paint to carefully complete the 35-metre-tall paintings. And 
this is the finished product. It's now one of the largest and most complex murals in 
Australia. As for encouraging people to stop in Coonalpyn. 
 
LADY: Well I just want to comb that hair, it's just so amazingly realistic!  
 
NAT TRAEGER: The buzz and the hype around the town is exciting, everyone's excited 
about it even the farmers who probably thought that public art would not make an 
impact are very, very impressed.  
 
 

Closer 

 
Amazing. And that's it for today! But there is heaps more for you on our website. 
Including resources and class activities for this ep. Thanks for joining me and I'll see you 
after the Easter holidays for more BTN. 
 


