01d faces and new facés - that long awaited document - the postings
for teachers for next year, has arrived. People who are staying with us

next year are+ Dave Hassall, Mick Uibo, Rorer Pink Eileen O'Le Bob
Stutchbur , Bruce and Margaret Nea e, Marg Inglig, Jackie Newman, and Jan

Cooke,

New faces are Denise Cawadine (who came here for a practice inv1971)
and Miss P. Balding - both for pre-school, Miss I. Salian from Banyili,
al

Miss J Le Cheminal a new graduate, Mr. 4. Christo her from Maryvale in the
desert, Miss G, Pascoe fron Milingimbi, VMr. L. ?ogIter & new appointee and
two other new appointees to be named, .

Mr, Trevor Kigg ig off to Melbourne to do a 1 year course in the
teaching of the deaf.

Miss Jane Little is off to that same town to do an Art Specialists
course, R v ‘

NEWS FROM  KOPANGA,

- Fairly regular rain has been falling at Kopanga. A number of ideas
have been put forward as to why the rain is coning, One oft them is that
two of the Kopanga men have been singing rain foy Maningrida because they
are angry about some things that have happened, However the rain doesn't
always fall in the target area and so Kopanga has been getting most of it.

i suggested that the rain is coning because the grader made a new

Big Barney
road to Andarabajkada,

The Kopanga road is holding up at present but its future renains very
dubious, The black soil plain will only toke so nuch water -~ then it will
start to give a few tricks. As the road nears Kopanga it crosses two of
the reed covered ponds - called gin-gotjula - which are getting damper and
will probably be a bit sticky before long. VWhen the truck was going back
the other night and the going was a bit greasy, Big Barney remarked that
"this motorcar hinm just like aeroplane" .

The population at present'is about 120 - split about 50/50 between
Kopanga and the Kurapipi site at Inangandua.

Some of the people who sent in postal votes from.Kopanga probably
have some of the nost unusual occupations in Australia marked on their
Postal vote envelopes eg. hunter, huntress, speor-naker, canoenaker,

Canoe~captain,

A new track has been cut from Yirringba - near Kopanga to Gotjandjijida
the site of the gardens, It skirts e edge of Balpanarra - the huge

Swamp that has so many geese and tor§9ises. Men an£:

Women from Kopangza went to Gotjandjijida and Peter
Ganralars gave them a present of buffalo meat which
he ha Just killed. In return for this present, the
K°Pan€a people broucht back a present gf diarma - the
8hell fish that lives a t Kopanga. While they were
°n this trip Rhys and Betty saw some very good mounds

SV " -
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Continued

called gunsapala - which are former sites of occupation, The Kopanga
people saig Eﬁa? it was on one of these nounds that Gordon Sweeny first
net Harry Mulunbuk, Tommy Galpadanga and other people. These nounds were
made of ant-bed and earth, whereas the ones at Kopanga, which are enormous;
are nade almost entirely of old shells from edible shellfish.

Ftom Rhys Jones.

4/12/72
Six Councillors and 1 visitor present.

FEDERAL ELECTION:

" The “Su iaksaid'théi everyone came to vote to select the men who are
to si arlianent. In the voting the Liberal party have lost and now
in the opposition. We now have a new Labour Party Governnment.

President. "Will the Labour Party look after the Aborigines and
theixr lang=2" . = . , '
~" ‘Supt. "Yes. Your ancestral land will not be taken again, and the
Governnment has promised the land rights for the Aboriginal people in the

N.T." .

President. "We still want young people to come and discuss their
problenms and interests at the council neetings." :
"There will be an election for new councillors"

Supt. -"Maybe we could have a nmeeting at a certain area like las
year. " Counicil agreed. g

Secretary J. Matjarri, asked the council if the councillors want to
look after the basketballers while the game is on - incase-there is a
fight or an’informal debate. o ‘ T
The council talked about this matter and agreed. Ray Munyal and Billy
Yiriyin were noninated to do their duty at the court. .

Course The advisory comnittee members elected to do a course in
Darwin next year are: J.Riadla, B.Yiriyin, R.Munyil and G.Ganjibala,

Donation A donation has been arranged through the council for the
Arnstron; fanily. We hope that they have a successful trip and hope to
hear their correspondance soon.

When the wet season starts to come on many different bush tuckers
are ready for eating. This week I went with some children to the end
of the airstrip and down towards the sewerage ponds and in a eircle of
about three hundred yards radius it was amazing how nany different kinds
of fruits we found - nost of them very tasty., Here are three of then
(we haven't tracked down their botantical or cormon namnes yet)
Muncubeitja - a small ;green fruit with speckles of yellow and black,
1t ﬁas a white fibre which tastes like a custard apple to ne,
around a black seed which is sometinmes crushed and eaten too, J=
ghigiare the childrens favourite - reffered to as 'plums or
o] es'

Gorritdola - the tree .is everywhere‘around Maningrida,
The fruit is generally picked from the tree - the ones on
the ground often have worms in then., Inside are long

yellow powedery fibres which are chewed and then spat out.

} .
Gongerra - the seed pod of the tree sometimes called the -
Twoolly butt.' When you tap them little black kernals that
have a sweet nutty taste fall out, . SR
Dan Gillespie.




HEADMASTERS REPCRT:
(Given at school speech night 5/12/72)

To me, 1972 at Gordon Sweeney School has been an e
that fer *!:he so{;ool it has been a time ofi-consolidation r-.mg;j :ﬁivemene yea.:. ingelieve
progress in social change and adaption to a new way of life for the Abo:’ciginal
pupils attending. For most of the boys and girls it is not easy to fully understand
what school really means por perhaps what the future may have waiting for them.
'1"1'1,:1: pﬁﬁgtigl wi;lﬁn %e;:;udent is real, awaiting the right conditions for an
awake e You ‘a w of the perfect : 3
ryoalis inte the 1isbt of duse perfect adult butterfly breakmgv out of the
Nevertheless, there have been some noticeable changes and ions, ai
a maturing evident in the senior students. I have seen groaﬁg: of th:d:%;;nzy:n:nd
girls conducting their own meetings, holding discussions, making decisions and | "
successfully planning and starting programs of work and activities, as one example
only. This is not to say that all plans have worked out,. as some have note. But
whotnever makes mistakes? I feel that much helpful experience has come from theme .
ventures.

Of valuable assistance to the post primary students has been the vocation
discovery scheme carried out this year. This is not an entirely new idea..
However we have introduced some local ideas and doggedly pursued the plan to
reach successful conclusion. I have appreciated the practical help given by the ,
various govermment and M.P.A. sections of the settlement in accepting the students
into their work situations week by week. Without this assistance the plan could
not have started. There is no doubt that most of the students have now been
better able to make a sound decision on their future vooation because of the
scheme. ' :

I hope that those pupils leaving school this year will be happy and be
able to look back over the years spent at school and feel that it has been
worthwhile and that they have made the best and most profitable use of their
time -here as pupils. It is a big jump from the school situation into the world
of job responsibilitye. In thinking about this point I hope too that we teachers
never forget the responsibility we accept in guiding a fellow being while they
are in our care at school.

I am pleased to see the number of teachers with us this year who will
also be here next year. I feel it is important to have a majority of contiming
staff in our schools for Aboriginal children. It takes some time for a firm .
~ understanding to take place between our two cultural groups and truly effective
work to begin. I have appreciated the genuine effort and interost among the
school staff with us this year. I would like to see we teachers being able tc
understand and learn a great deal more about the Aboriginal way of life and
how this unique way of life influences the thinking and behaviour of the
children at school. I hope the Aboriginal adults of Maningrida will see the need
to tell us more about themselves and I hope we can give them the necessary

opportunity and time.

Of great importancc has been the increasing part played by Aboriginals
in the work of the school. We have one tyraincd toaching officer and a nunber
of promising teaching assistants. I would like to see the number of fully trained
teaching officers increase-and I hope that more young Aboriginal men and women
may see the vital part they may play as teachers in the progress of their own
. peoples Our tonohing assistants have begun holding their own meetings, on
 similar lines to our nommal regular staff meetings which they also attend, It
has given me great pleasure to see the way the Aboriginal staff have accepted
responsibility in ‘the classroom both with the European teacher present and also

absent. This Aboriginal element has not only given assistance in the normal school

sense but has also guided the pupils in their own cultural activities, and one

assistant has painted a traditional bark-type painting which now hangs in the

Resource Centre. A number of other men and women skilled in bark painting, carving,
weaving and dancing have greatly helped the gtudents by showing tl}em these skills
and maintaining an interest in these jmportant matters. I would like to thank

t . . . .

ose peoﬁgtigi gﬁ;ﬁfﬁg development in education is to be seen at Kopanga.
At the 'request' of the people living there, an experimental school v.vis ::g Upe
The local people made the building and we supplied the books, 139:‘31 8 S usiasn
gaidance on work to be done. I have not seen sucl} genuine initiative, enhms h:gm
and effort as bas been given by the ‘teaching assistant there, a man who !

no formal teacher traininge.



HEADMASTERS REPORT: (cont.)

This year we have been very fortunate in having two very -useful new
buildings built for us by the Northern Texrritory Administration. They are the Pre-
School and the Resource Centre. I am sure Ythe young boys and girls at pre=-school
have greatly benefited by their wonderful building which would be the envy of many
commnity centress. The Resource Centre is a place of tremendous potential and we
have barely commenced making it into what it will eventually be. I am hopeful that -
very soon we may again have discussions with the Aboriginal people about how they
might be able to make oculturally rich contribution to the museum section. :

T hope that we all understand that the school cannot assist the community
all on its own nor should we believe we can or should. For this reason I wish to
encourage the people of this settlement to visit the school from time to time, see
what is going on, ask questions, and make constructive suggestions. I would like to
hear of the ways in which we may assist the community and help the boys and girls
become better citizens. Some people may wish to join the Parents and Friends
Association and be in a positdon to assist the school and its pupils as a group of-
jnterested and willing men and women. : - : ‘ S

You will hear tonight of a shield being given to the successful house team
at the recent swimming carnival. This shield award has been made possible by the
Kindness of Mr. Fred Iuff. Wo also have ‘the Armstrong Athletics.shield given for
the first time this year by the Rev. and Mrs. Gowan Armstrong. I believe this is
evidenos of a team spirit at Maningrida vhich goes such a long way to make work
among Aboriginal people a success. On behalf of all school staff and pupils, I
express appreciation for the amount of help we have received from all sections of the
Settlement this year. ' S : ’ ‘ o

(Due to the sudden change in venue because of a threafening thunderstorm the evening's
program was shortened and the above report was not given on the actual evening but
is reproduced here). . '

Ber Ber Breo

Brune and Deborah Nimanis would like to thank
everyone_ for making their stayrin Maningrida so enliovable and inter-
esting. ° ' : _

Ftons the Elder {%yea44y

In this issue, we welcome a new Editor to the Mirage,

Mr, Dan Gillespie. Dan has contributed regularly over the past two
years and many of his articles are literary gems. Under his leadership
T am confident that the Mirage will moake an increasing contribution
to the life of Maningrida . . . s

In signing off , I'd like to pay a tribute to every
one who has helped in some way to bring it off the press each week,
First, there has been the editorial cormittee Dan, Jack G,
(who makeg-a‘fine contribution as treasurer and sometines printer
also) and Yirmy Pascoe . - - _
‘Phen there have been the contributors who have either told
their story or written it. 1t nas been pleasing to see Abotiginal -~ °
writers coping to the fore this year and we hope that their tribe in-
creases, 1e of our best regular writers in earlier days inadvert~
ently tested the strength of some public service regulations !

- (D. Hassall)
Headmaster

o Beginning with Melva Buzza, there have been a nunber
of willing typists who have often been quite ready to type the extra '
page at the eleventh hour, We especiclly thank ABril Elliott (who

often did extra work) Chris, Cox,Jean Green and auling e Hore,

. Our artists have ranged fronm anateurs. to. really gifted
E:;ple. In the obsence of photogrophs the drawings of Mlan Grieve,
garet Neale and Jane iittle have brought 1life to the printed
passages and this has been particudarly helpful for the Aboriginal
readers. who sonmetines find reading difficult, R

The readers have been encouroging athgenérops,ihrthéir

conments, I SR
I hope to be able to contribute the odd item from time to
tine in the future when sonething of interest to Maningrida cones
along. -



EDiTORi AL (G new ie«)mfi\l:

In many parts of Australia,the names we see for streets,rivers and
nountains rean something to the people who live there..They remind
them of flowers,of famous pcople, of memorable battlese Perhaps
they romind them of more immediate things such as the exploits of
colourful characters - Conroy® s LoapyDugans Lookout,Youngs Crossing

, It seems ironic in the light of this,that arecas of Arnhem Land
‘ in particular around Maningrida,arc beconing commonly known by
introduced make-do names that are meaning less to the majority of
pcople whose history lies within the area - ie the Aboriginal people

The Aboriginal people arc neticulously exact in their naming
of areas. The names are appropriate,concise and relevant. You may
remember Gowan Arnstrong in a "Mirage" carliecr this ycar describing
the mames the Gunavidji people gave to small (really small) arcas
on the coast of our towship - eg "the place wherc we kxilled the
balandas®.recalling an 0ld encounter with Molayan Fishermene

To us,there seems an irresistable case for making officidl all
Abotiginal place names that are in cormon and widespread use, "too
difficult" the cry may be but there are nany strcets and parks in
our cities that have had their gazctted names changed ovérnight to
honour a vigiting dignatory-and we soon got used to them, -

Let's facé it ~ is there anything more insiped than names like
Cadell Gardens,The Stone Country and ({shudder) Rocky Point.
Let's have some place names (and sign posts) that mean something to
the people that have to live with thenm, Dan Gillespie.

A-XLC>+L£E§ %5#()( :j .

" Last Satufjday everyone in Australia who was old enough could vote
for ‘the men they wanted for the Government. In the Northern Territory
we were voting for men lilke Sam Calder,Ted Robertson, Gordon Briscoe
and others. This is what happencd.

In the Northern Territory Sam Calder came first-hec won — so he still
goes to Canberra to talk to the Government for the people of the N.T

In the wholec country, Ted Robertson's tribe,the Labour Party,won
nost of the races. Ted Robertson lost,but his party,his tribe,won in
the wholc country..

This mecans. that Auétré.lia. has & new Government — if is a'I;abour‘Pg.rty
-Government. Sam Calder's.tribe, The Liberal Country Party are finished
for being the Government. The Labour Party is the Government now.

Mr McMahon used to be Prime Minister
but his tribe lost so he has gone.
Now Mr Whitlam,the boss of the
Labour Party is the new Prime
Minister.

—_—

The Labour Party said th%g | woulg N\N———"" |
do things to help ungapgulae people o
if theybwon. Nowpthey have won, we are waiting to see if they told

us a true storye. Dan Gili‘es_pie»

—Hobbies Corner:  pnilin DreugProposes to start up a o
T cludb and hoping for the cleared padlock up behind the police

station, as well as this, next year, Phil hopes to get sone dancing
classes off the ground,(The go—kart ground?__ed;).Anyone.;lnteres:c_gd
"in both or either of these and would like to find out mite tnd~7)
Possibly assist hin could they call xmund to Barry Tuites house or
call into the Welfare Office. Thank—=you,

( Some new 1deas but what do readers think about a go-kart club
So close to our township, ed.)
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* - but it had rno brakes. We left

- fishing net. At Mawurrk. we : M
" caucht three barramundi.We cooked L
sand ate one and saved two for:

. our supper. We léft the net in

" the water and set off back to’

We (myself,Dan,Johnny and Dick S CREAT
Smith) went.out fishing in the 4 RER
goose truck. It was going well-  pLn T\ C

I
ecarly in the morming with a F LNGU\U’.ER\N G

Maningrida - we would pick up the net nexb day.

We got to Kubulula Hiil neéar DanDan and started to drive up. X
When we were nearly at the top, the engine suddenly stopped and
beeause we had no ‘brakes, we started to roll back agein. I told the
boys to jump out quickley and I.stayed in the truck while it was
‘rollinz backwards down the hill. The truck was going faster,and,
fagter and swerving all over the road,and the boys were I'unnln" along
‘gide shouting "“J ‘out" "Jump out', but I couldn't jump out because
I like my truck 1T didn't want to wreck it, So I was looking for
something to run :Lnto to stop. I hit a big dry tree, but it broke off
and I kept going. Finally I hit a big rock and stopped. I Wwasn't
hurt,but the rock had hit the radiator and all the water was leaking
out. The boys ran to me and I said "We will have to walk home"?

We all stood there thinking how far it was to walk back to
Mapingrida. Then we had a good idea. We took a screwdriver, 1it a

- fire and held the plastic handle over thc flames. Soon it started

to burn and then we held it over the holc in the radiator,and the
plastic dripped onto the holec.

We used up three screde‘lVors l:Lko thig and fln’%llj fn.xed the
radiator.

Then we only had 2 tiny bit of waterin a bottle to put in it so we
put that in and set off, hoping for the best, We drove about halfway
home and. just this side of Nangark wc stopped and £illeéd up our
radiator. We arrived back at Maningrida about mldnlgh’t,we went to
slcep,and atc the othertwo fish next day.

Then we asked Dick Smith if we could usec the Radiator out of
his trucke. He said yes,so we changed over the radiator and headed
back to Howurrk When we got therc we saw that the net was full of
fish, When we had pulled them all out there were 38 of then. We

" sat down and atc four of them and a stingray,straight away,so our

adventure ended up very well after all,

J.Mirritji.

. bggKETBALL TROVBLES

If you have somc problem,please don't
bring it up at the Basket Ball court or
don't play it.
On Tuesday night David took the Basket-ball
without beins told,he had some reason for
taking it. David is going to have a nonth .
off froh playing basket-ball because,this is
the second time. Last time .the Captain _—
kicked the ball and now the baske‘b-ball hag
been taken away. ;
The Basket—ball only has onc recason that' s for playing games.
J.Pascoe.

Tuesday Night 21/ 11/72
Tm Jinang 42  defeated Gandayala. 41
8pm  M.P.A. 55 defecated Cadell 36

Thursday 23/11/72 )
Chalkies 44 defeated Diarama 42

Pionecers 47 defeated C/Stewart 46 J.Pascoe.
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_GRADE S A opw,

" Some Quotes From Our Health Exam.

TOPIC: How can we keep ourselves healthy at Maningrida?
"I'm tired of cating rubbish food and drinking rubbi h drinks" - Irene,
"If I eat good food I will be fat like Bob in our class" - Alice.

"My wife nust keep ny house clean and my bed tidy = I
clean" - ‘Basil, y y and I must keep ny wife

"Before I go to school each morning I nust have a shower and clean ny
teath®€r -  Roger.

Sonme Abor@ginal people here have adopted European surnamcs over the
years, There is an influx of new surnames in Grade 5 at the noment. One
young lady had adopted the surname of "Damsey" whilst by far the most
impressive is "Taylor-Spartacus."

Qur School 10 years azo. 29-11=7T2

Today the boys received 2 new 'nagas' each.
Some girls received new cresses but there were not enoujh for all,

Enrolment is up to 52 children - and we now have only 1 teacher for

them, | - —exbvo ks Feoun sheol

p \axa/-l"-\kl
Grade 3 Sheila Tuesday 28th November 1972.

On Saturday we went to thé Fisheries and we saw four jelly fish and
we went to Bat Island and we saw big fish and the seaweed.

YMAS PRESENTS AL RERDY: -

Here They Are Folks, Your Authorised Christmas Hoiidgxs+

Monday 25th December -
Tuesday 26th Decenmber L . ~ b &)
Wednesday 27th December (Only for Public Servants) (chu ﬁfiqpa
Monday 1 st January 1973

LOST - One pedigree, queer cat, answer to the name of ROCKET. Colour-

browny. Sex- too young Tom. This cat is a prize possession and 1s of
sentinmental value especially to the children of the house.
REWARD -  Please present all clues to the PINK HOUSE by 12.30 Today.

] ong on Wednesday Decerber 20th. at 7.30p.n.
to hear HANDEL'S  MESSIAH o
Lt the hone of David and Merrill Hassall,

A1l interested listeners welcone,

-de e ce\ue& '

In a letter to the Editor, Jack G. points out
that there are anumber of single young nen on JYaningrida who are not in
the category described by Jane L. in last week8’issue.



0@ k. DUTY OFFIGER: Mr. Albert Ryan
> DUTY SISTER: Sister Betty Reister

s U5 i . ,The st of
. _FRIDYY: (Eoceps from Zabraings ik PRYEPETa¢8he 1080 o288 ¥i%HTnts
' fanatical followers help. Action packed to leave ypu breathless,

%JQQZUC;C' SATURDAY: "Nobody's Perfect" Doug ¥cClure Nancy Kwan. Sick berth P.C
"Doc" Willoughby of the US Submarine rescue vessel Uss Bus?a?d
falls for Navy nurse Tomiko etc., etc. Something about a smiling

Budhha too,.

gz éz g Second Sunday In Advent,
Sunday  9.45 am Sunday Schools

7.15 pm Evening Service
Monday 7.30 pm Church Council

As our term of ministry draws to a close next week we say
" "thank you" to the people of Maningrida who have given ws much friend-
ship and shown us many kindnesses during the past ten years.
. The new minister, Rev. Mosesi Latu, his wife Vika and family
are due to arrive early in January. Mosesi is highly regarded by
the people of Milingimbi where he lived for some time, and we commend
him and his family to you. The Grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ be with
Ou. . E
y Gowan Armstrong.

‘2§¢}%£A Moses, born to Topsy Gattajang and Jacky Miriwulwul on
Monday December 4th, .
A baby born to Agnes Willingara and Raymond Walabirr in
Darwin : ’ )

1£&ggﬁgg_ Davidson son of Alma Abaguyu passed away on Monday Dec 4,

ng%é%%%eign body attacked Mr. Johp Hunter's eye this week, and unfortun-

ately the eye became infected and he had to make a trip to see the
doctor. .. R L - :

Sister Maija returned home on Priday after holidaying in Africa and
Singapore looking very fit anf well.

Mr., Bob Phillips came on Monday’s plane to attend the Christmas breakup
of the Guides, Scouts and Cubs.

Mr, Dick Bandalil who featured in the N.T. News_with a fine big photo-
graph was back at work on Wednesday after seven weeks in the South.

Mr Steven Namanil left on Tuesday to visit his wife in Sydney. He
hopes to be back in Maningrida for Christmas.

" News of old Maningridians

Sliprail Gutheridge who used to work with Forestry in the
days of Ted Oppitz etc. is back in Derwin and driving a taxi.

Richeyd Olsen, now superintendent of Delissaville (teacher
here on two occasions) was meeting his wife on a jet from Western
Australia as Maningrida passengers were waiting to board the Heron a
few days ago, : ' I

Former Mobile Works Force carpenter, > lon Dole, .is in his
his home country New Zealand and sent Chrisdmes—greetings to some
friends this week, ‘Y-? builtDennis Strand's boat, also JimPickers.ill' .

Qny g

April and Jim . Jim Elliottis still in Darwin Hospital (Ward 9)
and may be there until next week. Jim and April have taken a house

at Nightcliff where Jim will convalesce for possidly a month. Dur-
ing this time, April expects to work in the office at Bagot, April
was bacl for a couple of days this week to finalise the packing.

We bid them a fond farewell - They have been at Maningrida since
November 1967 . It seems that we are losing many of our old hands
all at once. ' i : .

Helen Miller (formerly sen. sister here) and the girls are heading

down to Coolangatta in Qld. for the Christmas holidays. We hope that
your back continues to imprave Helen.

Latest subscriber to the Mirage is the Legislative Council library.‘y
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