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Selected Bibliography of the Kaurareg language and people held in the  
AIATSIS Library 

 

Books 

Local call number: B A333.85/K1 
Personal Author: Albert, Trish. 
Title: Kaisiana's journey to Torres Strait / Trish Albert. 
Publication info: Port Melbourne, Vic. : Pearson Heinemann Library, c2009. 
Physical descrip: 24 p. : ill. (chiefly col.), map, ports. ; 25 cm. 
Series: (First Australians : plenty stories) 
General Note: In collaboration with the National Museum of Australia. 
General Note: Includes index. 
Contents: Introducing Kaisiana. -- Kaisiana's homework. -- Kaisiana's journey. -- Welcome to Kaurareg 
Country (Thursday Island). -- Cooking Sop Sop. -- A time for celebration. -- A special place. -- Knowing the 
land, sea and sky. -- Objects and stories. -- Kaisiana's object. 
Annotation: Story of Kaisiana's trip from Cairns to Thursday Island to meet her grandmother; cooking sop 
sop; Coming of the Light ceremony on 1 July; Gab Titui Cultural Centre; storytelling; Torres Strait Islander 
flag 
Audience: For primary school students. 
Language: Includes some text in Torres Strait Creole. 
ISBN: 9781442509047 (hbk.) 
Language/Group: Torres Strait Islanders (Qld TSI SC54, SC55) 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
Added Author: National Museum of Australia. 
 
Local call number: B G653.22/R1 
Personal Author: Goodman, Jordan. 
Title: The Rattlesnake : a voyage of discovery to the Coral Sea / Jordan Goodman. 
Publication info: London : Faber, 2005. 
Physical descrip: x, 357 p., [16] p. of plates : ill., facsim ; 24 cm. 
ISBN: 0571210732 
Annotation: Describes treatment by Indigenous people of survivors of 'Charles Eaton' after it was wrecked in 
Great Barrier Reef; history of voyage of exploration by 'HMS Rattlesnake' which tasked with charting eastern 
coast of Australia and Coral Sea as result of shipwrecks; skilled Aboriginal labour and whaling in Twofold 
Bay, NSW; describes Kennedy Expedition, including its contacts with Indigenous people and role of 
Aboriginal guide, Jackey Jackey; contacts with Indigenous people; Barbara Thompson (nee Crawford) and 
her life on Muraleg Island after surviving shipwreck 
Language/Group: Djagaraga / Gudang people (Y6) (Qld SC54-12) 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
Language/Group: Meriam people (Y3) (Qld TSI SC55-05) 
 
Local call number: B I213.00/I2 
Personal Author: Idriess, Ion L. (Ion Llewellyn), 1890-1979 
Title: Isles of despair / by Ion L. Idriess 
Publication info: Sydney : Angus & Robertson, 1947 
Physical descrip: 290 p : ill. ; 21 cm. 
Annotation: Story of Barbara Thomson wrecked on cutter American off Entrance Island and of her rescue by 
Boroto and  acceptance by Piaquai, chief of Kowraregas as reincarnated daughter; her life as member of 
tribe; quotes Carron on sighting H.M.S. Bramble, Weymouth Bay, rescue of Jacky Jacky 1849; Barbara 
Thomson rescued 1850 by H.M.S. Rattlesnake; quotes Jack, Jukes and MacGillivray; information given by 
Mrs. Thomson recorded by Sir O.W. Brierly; Journal on H.M.S. Rattlesnake, Oct.-Nov. 1849 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
Language/Group: Torres Strait Islanders (Qld TSI SC54, SC55) 
 
Local call number: B M428.31/E1 
Personal Author: Mathew, John 
Title: Eaglehawk and crow : a study of the Australian Aborigines, including an inquiry into their origin and 
a survey of Australian languages / John Mathew 
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Publication info: [London] ; British Library, [2010] 
Physical descrip: 288 p. [6] leaves of plates : ill. ; 25 cm. 
Series: (British Library historical print collections. Geography & topography) 
General Note: Facsimile reproduction of 1899 edition published 
Melbourne: Melville, Mullen & Slade 
General Note: Includes index 
Contents Note: The origin of the Australian race -- The Indigenes of Australia Papuan -- The Dravidian 
element -- The Malay element -- Distribution -- Physical characters of the Australians -- Dwellings, clothing, 
implements, food -- Government, laws, institutions -- Marriage, man-making, mutilations, burial customs -- 
Art, corroborees -- Sorcery, superstitions, religion -- Australian languages -- Outlines of grammar -- 
Comparative table : 52 lists of words from 42 Australian, 3 New Hebridean, 2 Torres Strait and 5 Tasmanian 
languages 
ISBN: 9781241432782 
Language/Group: Gubbi Gubbi / Kabi Kabi / Gabi Gabi people (E29) (Qld SG56-06) 
Language/Group: Gubbi Gubbi / Kabi Kabi / Gabi Gabi language (E29) (Qld SG56-06) 
Language/Group: Diyari / Dieri language (L17) (SA SH54-01) 
Language/Group: Arrernte / Aranda language (C8) (NT SG53-02) 
Language/Group: Arabana / Wangkangurru languages 
Language/Group: Bungandidj / Buandig language (S13) (SA SJ54-06) 
Language/Group: Wiradjuri language (D10) (NSW SI55-07) 
Language/Group: Dharawal / Tharawal / Dariwal language (S59) (NSW SI56-09) 
Language/Group: Awabakal language (S66) (NSW SI56-05) 
Language/Group: Gamilaraay / Gamilaroi / Kamilaroi language (D23) (NSW SH55-12) 
Language/Group: Mirning language (A9) (WA SH52-14) 
Language/Group: Ngarrindjeri / Narrinjeri language (S69) (SA SI54-13) 
Language/Group: Parnkalla / Barngarla / Bungala language (L6) (SA SI53-04) 
Language/Group: Mayi-Thakurti / Mitakoodi language (G16) (Qld SF54-02) 
Language/Group: Larrakia / Laragiya / Gulumirrgin language (N21) (NT SD52-04) 
Language/Group: Djerimanga / Wulna Wuna language (N29) (NT SD52-04) 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 

Serials 

Local call number: S 99.4/3 
Principal Author: Shnukal, Anna 
Title: The interwar Pacific Islander community of Port Lihou, Torres Strait / by Anna Shnukal 
Imprint: 2001 
Annotation: Discusses the formation of an unofficial settlement at 'Botolo', Port Lihou, in the Torres Strait 
Islands; description of settlement by Reverend Harold Ayscough in early twentieth century; documentation of 
community's existence; granting of informaql leases; the settlers; community life; role of the Church of 
England in the community; kinship ties; attempted reproduction of original communities; burials at Port Lihou 
cemetery 
Source: Journal of the Royal Historical Society of Queensland Vol.17, no.10 (May 2001), p.433-460 map, 
port 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 

Pamphlets 

Local call number: p AUS 
Corporate Author: Australia. Federal Court 
Title: Kaurareg people v. State of Queensland [2001] FCA 657 (23 May 2001) 
Publication info: [Canberra] : Federal Court, 2001 
Physical descrip: 27 leaves 
Annotation: Determination of five claims made by the Kaurareg people over parts of seven islands in the 
Torres Strait;three Indigenous Land Use Agreements made;  one between the Kaurareg people, the Torres 
Shire Council and the State of Queensland;the second between the Kaurareg people and the Telstra 
Corporation Limited;the third between the Kaurareg people and Ergon Energy Corporation Limited. 
Electronic access: http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/disp.pl/au/cases/cth/federal_ct/2001/657.html 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
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Local call number: p FIR 
Personal Author: Albert, Trish. 
Title: Kaurareg mob / Trish Albert. 
Other title: Title before publication: A community tells its story 
Publication info: Port Melbourne, Vic. : Pearson Rigby, 2009. 
Physical descrip: 32 p. : col.ill., maps, ports. ; 25 cm. 
Series: (First Australians: Plenty stories.) 
General Note: "First Australians: Plenty Stories is a collaboration between the National Museum of Australia 
and Rigby to provide primary classrooms with a comprehensive resource to successfully implement 
Australian Indigenous studies. This resource has been developed to enable teachers to approach the 
teaching of Indigenous culture and issues with confidence." --publisher. 
General Note: "The First Australians: Plenty stories series explores the histories, cultures and identities of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Through different modes of storytelling, you will discover the 
experiences of people from the past and present. You will also discover how Indigenous Australians have 
fought for rights and why they have a unique place in our society." --rear cover. 
General Note: Includes glossary and index. 
Contents: Seafaring People -- Waubin : A Creation Story -- Kaurareg Timeline (Part 1) -- Kaurareg Timeline 
(Part 2) -- Interaction with Europeans (1840s) -- The 1922 Removal from Kirriri -- Kirriri to Nurupai –Meet 
Isaac -- Kaurareg Traditions -- Responsibility and Culture -- Glossary --Index. 
Annotation: "The Kaurareg are an Aboriginal seafaring people who come from the inner islands off the tip of 
Cape York Peninsula. Find out about how they were forcibly removed from their homelands in the early 
1900s and how one man led their return in 1947. Explore how Kaurareg people have held onto their culture 
and identity despite a long history of discrimination and how stories of pride and determination are part of 
the Kaurareg's history." --rear cover. 
Audience: For primary age 
ISBN: 9780731274406 (pbk.) 
ISBN: 9781442519640 (hbk.) 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
Added Author: National Museum of Australia. 
Series: First Australians, plenty stories. 
 
Local call number: p HEA 
Title: Kaurareg report / Healing Foundation. 
Running title: Our healing, our way : Kaurareg Healing Forum report  
Publication info: [Kingston, A.C.T.] Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Healing Foundation, 2012. 
Physical descrip: 12 pages : colour illustrations ; 30 cm. 
General Note: Cover title. 
General Note: "November 2012" 
Contents Note: Issues causing disharmony and imbalance in our community; Restoring harmony and 
balance – Integrated healing services - Healing programs; Youth healing programs; Investing in Kaurareg 
cultural leadership and governance -- Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Healing Foundation response; 
Intergenerational Trauma Initiative; Development of Torres Strait strategy; Healing centres.  
Annotation: "The healing forum was seen as an opportunity to begin healing the past and moving towards a 
more positive future. For many Kaurareg people and Torres Strait Island community members this was seen 
as a significant first step. For many participants it was important to use local relationships and move forward 
as a group. The purpose of the Kaurareg Healing Forum was to hear and document the healing needs and 
aspirations of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community and to build the story of healing in the 
Torres Strait. Most participants were community members." -- page four 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
Added Author: Healing Foundation. 
 
Local call number: p NAT 
Corporate Author: National Native Title Tribunal (Australia) 
Title: The Kaurareg People's native title determinations : questions and answers 
Publication info: Cairns, Qld : National Native Title Tribunal, 2001 
Physical descrip: 12 p. : 6 col. maps ; 30 cm. 
ISBN: 0642262071 
Annotation: Explanations of the mediation process, the reaching of agreement and the determinations of 
native title by the Federal Court; determinations cover areas above the high water mark; also outlines the 
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differences in some of the determinations; outlines the Indigenous land use agreement between the 
Kaurareg people, Torres Shire Council and the State of Queensland; includes maps of native title areas 
Electronic access: http://www.nntt.gov.au/metacard/files/kaurareg/Kaurareg_Q_A_final.pdf 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
Language/Group: Central Torres Strait Islander people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 

Electronic access  

Accession no.: 393.9099438 CAL DVD 
Title: The tombstone opening [videorecording] : releasing the spirit of Ephraim Bani, a great cultural 
custodian, in Torres Strait's unique ritual / a film by Francis Calvert. 
Imprint: Mitchell, ACT : Ronin Films [distributor],$cc2012. 
Publication infro: [Berlin, Germany] : Talking Pictures, ©2013 
Added Author: Calvert, Frances. 
Added Author: Talking Pictures Frances Calvert (Firm) 
Physical descrip: 1 videodisc (DVD) (29 min.) : sd., col., with b&w sequences. ; 4 3/4 in. 
General Note: Extras include features on Japanese pearlers in Torres Strait -- art under Native Title -- 
totemism – the sign language of Torres Strait fisherfolk – director Frances Calvert's remarks. 
Credits: Writer, director, producer: Frances Calvert.; narrator : Philip Bani 
Annotation: The Tombstone Opening is a joyous ceremony performed years after the funeral to release the 
spirit of the deceased. Also called an Unveiling, it has nothing to do with exhumation, but refers to the 
moment when the last veil is unsheathed from the tombstone for everyone to see for the first time Frances 
Calvert, long-time friend and film-maker to Torres Strait, returned to Thursday Island at the request of the 
family of Ephraim Bani, protagonist of her award-winning film "Cracks in the Mask", to record this unique if 
costly ceremony. Lyrically narrated by Ephraim Bani's grandson, the film explains and contextualises the 
ceremonies, protocols and songs for an outside audience. The film explores traditional obligations, attitudes 
to death and hopes for Torres Strait culture to survive in modern, secular Australia."--Container annotation 
pending 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 

Manuscripts 

Call number: MS 4241 
Personal Author: Brady, Liam 
Title: The Kaurareg rock-art recording and archaeological survey project, Southern Torres Strait, 
Queensland / Liam M. Brady with the Kaurareg Community 
Publication info: 2004 
Physical descrip: 131 p. ; ill.(some col.), maps 
Access: Open access - reading. Open copying, closed quotation. Not for Inter-Library Loan 
Annotation: Annotation pending 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 

Pamphlet manuscripts 

Local call number: pMS 1066 
Local call number: pMS 1067 
Personal Author: Moore, David R. 
Title: Preliminary report on an archaeological survey of Cape York Aborigines and the Prince of Wales group 
of islands / David R. Moore. 
Publication info: 1973 
Physical descrip: 10 leaves 
Access: Open access - reading. Partial copying, closed quotation. Not for Inter-Library Loan 
Annotation: Report of an archaeological survey which was part of a project to reconstruct the way of life of 
Aboriginals at Cape York and of the Prince of Wales Islanders and to document the contact and 
intermarriage between them; diary of daily activities including sites found, surveys and excavations; 
summary of excavations is that of the six sites excavated, two were Kaurareg monsoon camps, one an 
Aboriginal cave site and three possibly mixed Islander and Aboriginal camps but that further work on the 
material from the sites is required before further comment can be made 
Language/Group: Djagaraga / Gudang people (Y6) (Qld SC54-12) 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
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Call number: pMS 6383 
Personal Author: Newbury, Paul, 1940- 
Title: Encounters with strangers : meeting protocols down under 
Publication info: [2010] 
Physical descrip: 6 leaves. + 1 p. explanatory notes 
Bibliography note: Includes bibliographical references 
Access: Open access - Reading ; Open copying for private study, Closed quotation. Not for Inter Library 
Loan. 
Annotation: An updated and revised version of paper originally published in No. 96 (June 2008) of the Royal 
Australian Historical Society Magazine. 
Depositor: Deposit Author 3/11/2010 MAR10/138 
Language/Group: Dharawal / Tharawal / Dariwal people (S59) (NSW SI56-09) 
Language/Group: Guugu Yimidhirr / Gugu Yimithirr / Kuku Yimidhirr people (Y82) (Qld SD55-13) 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
 
 


