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) Whether to instruct USINT Baghdad to raise issue of XIragi
CW use and urge cesgation.
ESSENTIAIL, FACTORS
We. have recently received additiopal information confirming Y
Iragi use of chemical weapons (CW). NS R ITEGTCE LY -
acquired a CW production capability, primarily, from Western . //431
£irms; including possibly a. U.S.” foraign subsidiary.” weime:i: .
detailing U,.8. CW policy and aple inrormatinn -on Iragl use :
of CW is at Tab 2.) In keeping with our policy of seeking a -
halt to CW use wherever it occuxs, we have baen considering the
. nost affactive means to halt further Iragi CW use including, as

a.first step, a direct approach to Iraq.

In October Iran accused Iraq of using CW and on November 8
it requested the UNSYG to investigate. IXran alaso stated it
would soon submit a report providing information and evidence
on Iraql CW use, but hac not yet done so. We do not know
whether or when this lgsue will develop further at the UN., It
is dxportant. to make our approach to the Iraqis on this issue

as eaxly am possible, in order to deter further Iragi use of
s f7das: woll as. to avoid unpleasantly su¥prising irayg through
sPRbliespositionswasmayshave-t0o: take;on this issues’

If you approve the demarche to Irag, we will submit further’
rocommendations for your consideration on how to handle the -

looue in the UN 1if it arises there as.-well-as. on-whHether -wew:
= h gelegted European, govexnments the fact-that :
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RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the instruction to USINT Baghdad at Tab 1

and the cable providing additional background on Iraql CW use
at Tab 2,

Approve /}i/}zf,’”:geg\ Pisapprove

Attachmenta;

Tab 1 ~ Instruction cable to U5 Interests Sectien Baghdad.
Tab 2 - Information cable on Ug CW Policy and Iraqi CW use.
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2. ZSEPTEL PROVIDES BACKGROUND ON U.S. POLICY ON S )
- NON-PPAITFERATION OF PROMIBITFD .CHENICAL WEAPONS {CWY AND
CITES ~—) :NFORMATION oN IRAQI Bl $75-0 :Rp
USE OF PROHIBITED €W {N ConTRAVENTION 0F TREATY |
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3. OQUR PRINARY POLICY HAS BEEN TO PREVENT USE oOF g{
PROHIBITED CW. 1IN THE CASE OF IRAQ. OUR PURPOSE IS TO S
DETER FURTHER USE. THE SENSITIVITY OF REPORTING ON THIS s
SUBJECT HAX DPRECLUDED DIXCHSKING TT UXTH FORCTLM

GOVERNMENTS. IRAN'S OCTOBER 22 ANNOUNCEMENT THAT IRAd
HAS USED PROHIBITED Cl4s ANP ITS NOVEMBER 8 REQUEST TO THE
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UNSYS TO INVESTIGATE. PROVIDE BOTH AN OPENING AND THE
NECESSITY TO RAISE THIS ISSUE IN BAGHDAD~ AND PERHAPS

LATER WITH FRIENDS WHO ARE IN A POSITION TO INFLUENCE THE
IRAQYI DECISION TO USE PROHIBITED CW.

4. TN KEEPING WITH THE GRAVITY OF OUR LONG~STANDING CON-
CERN OVER €W PROLIFERATION AND PAST PRACTICE IN EXPRESSING
THIS CONCERNa WE ARE CONSIDERING HOW TO RESPOND TO DEVELOP-

HENT OF THE ISSUE IN THE UN.

WE DO NOT WISH TO PLAY INTO

IRAN'S HANDS BY FUELING XITS PROPAGANDA AGAINST IRAQ.
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2. SURNARYs, IRAN HAS ANNOUNCED THAT. IRAQ HAD USED o
PROMIBITED CHERICAL WEAPONS {CU)+ AND HAS REQUESTED THE CED .
UNSYS TO YNVESTLGATF,. EARLIER IRAQL SIATEMENTS Bl . P

CORROBORATE THIX, CHARKS |-,
N r $/8-02 HE
| @ .
PRESENT NESSAGE PROVIPER TOR JOUR 8ACKGROUND X
ONLY. SEFPEL HAY REQUEST FOLLOU-UP ACTION. END SUNMARY. / ‘& I
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3. ¢ 2ty . r 0BLIQUE D - .
REFERENCES in [Raaf puoLfC STATENENTS OVER THE PAST YEAR DL .
CORROBORATE IRANT DCTOBER 22 CHARGE THAT IRAQ HAS USED -
PROHIBITED €W IN CONTRAVENTION OF ITS TREATY :
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IRAQL REDIA MAVE QUOTED IYRAQI PRESIDENT 3ADAR
HUSSEIN AS SAYINGs "THERE IS A WEAPON FOR EVERY BATTLE
AND HE HAVE TRE HEAPON THAT UILL CONFRONT GREST

PAST YEAR HAVE

MILITARY COMHUNIQUES OVER THE

REFERRED TO0 mALL XINDS OF WEAPONS™

THE IRANIANS.

IN BAGHDAD "HITH NORE THAM ONE HEANS...HE YHO
IS EXCUSED."

PERHAPS TRYING T0 ESTABLISH A PR
VIOLATION OF INTEARNATIONAL PROTO
PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 11,

ON DECREBER 13.

1132+ XIRAQ CLAINED IT
WOULY RETALIATE FOR AN IRANIAM-CLAINED TERRORIST BOHBING

BEING USED TO REPLUSE

FOREUARNS

A HILITARY COMHUNIQUE WARNED THE IRANTIANS
AGAINST VIOLATING INTERNATIONAL NORNS AND CHARTERS»

-

CoLs.
19834 IN ARABIC IN AL~

DEFENSE NINISTER KHAYRALLAH EVADED A
POISESSION 0F A POISON GAS YEAPON.
INTERVIEW DXID NOT CONFIRN IRAQY
IT PUT THE QUESTION INTO THE pu

3983+ IRAQ AGAIN UARNED OF

FOR THE

FIRST TINE ‘TN WAR...N
BECAUSE OF HURANITARIAN A

PESTROY ANY

€54
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BLIC DONMAIN.
"NEW WEAPONS...(T0)> BE USED
OT USED IN PREVIOUS ATTACKS

ND ETHICAL REASONS...THAT WILL
fMOVING CREATURE."™

ETEXT FOR USING CW IN
IN AN INTERVYEU
HAUADITH,

QUESTION 0N IRAQ'S
THE AL-HAYADITH
3 DEVELOPHENT oF CW, BUT

ON APRIL 12,

TED " TNDI fﬂﬁ%@% »
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0N CHEMZ CA ERNEDTARTES  PROCURER
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4. OQVER MANY DECADES THE (1.S. HAS SOUGHT TO DETER THE
USE OF LETHAL AND INCAPACITATING CH WHEN THEIR UsE
APPEARED TO LOON AS A POSSIBILITY. 3IRAQ'S USE oOF LETHAL
OR INCAPACETATING CH COULD FURTHER _ . ..... .. . ...
UNDERCUT AN THPORTANT AGREEMENT OSSEAVED by NEARLY. ~ 7T
ALL NATIONS AGAINST CHEMICAL WARFARE. INTRODUCTION OF CUW
TO¢ THE GULF WAR REPRESENTS AN ESCALATION oOF HOSTILITIES
THAT COULD RENDER STILL MNORE REMOTE THE POSSIBILITY OF A
CEASEFIRE AND NEGOTIATIONS. FURTHERMOREs IRAQ?’S USE oF
(¥ GIVES THE IRANIANS A POUERFUL PROPAGANDA ToOOL AGAINST
THE IRAQI REGINE. SETTING UORLD OPINION AGAINST IRAQ AT
A TIME WHER IRAN ENJOYS LITTLE INTERNATIONAL SYMPATHY.
BEYOND THE HUMANITARIAN AND SECURITY/PROLIFERATION
CONCERNSs THESE FACTS SHOULD OFFSET THE ATTRACTIVENESS TO
IRAQ OF USING PROHNIBITED cy.

9.  BOTH IRAN {IN 1929} AND IRAQ {IN 1931) HAVE RATIFIED

THE GENEVA PROTOCOL OF 1925 PROHIBITING THE USE OF

CHEMICAL WEAPONS. IRAQ ATTACHED CONDITIONS To ITS ’
ACCESSIONs HAVING THE EFFECT OF A "NO FIRST USE™ CLAUSE,

BUT ITS COMMITMENT NOT TO USE UNLESS ATTACKED WITH SUCH

VEAPONS IS UNEQUIVOCAL. IRAN ATTACHED NoO CONDITIONS TO

ITS. RATIFICATION OF THE PROTOCOLS. THERE IS SORE

QUESTION WHETHER IRAN MAY HAVE USED CHEMICAL AGENTS AT
ONE POINT EARLY IN THE #AR.

3. " THE EXISTING CONVENTION PROMIBITS ONLY THE USE RPT
USE OF LETHAL AND INCAPACITATING Cl. NO- INTERNATIONAL
TREATY YET FORBIDS DEVELOPHMENT. PRODUCTIONy OR DEPLOYMENT
OF LETHAL AND INCAPACITATING (Y. THE U.8. AND OTHERS

HAVE BEEM NEGOTIATING FOR SUCH A TREATY FOR A NUMBER OF
YEARS. ALSO+ WE DO NOT INTERPRET THE GENEVA PROTOCOL AS
APPLYING TO RIGT CONTROL AGENTS AS OPPOSED TO LETHAL AND
INCAPACITATING CHEMICALS. WME LINIT THEIR USE TO DEFENSTVE
MILATARY NODES TO SAVE LIVES+ E.G»s CONTROLLING RIOTING
P20.4.5+ DISPERSING CIVILIAN "SCREENS"™ OF ATTACKS. RESCUE .

APFRATIONT IM IRCLATES ARCAS. AnD FROTLCILNG CONVOYS

OUTSIDE THE COMBAT ZONE.
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