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March 2011
To the workers of Egypt

We have watched with great enthusiasm the wave of revolt sweeping from Tunisia, through Egypt to Libya and many other countries. This revolt
is sweeping away dictators and their lackeys through mass action. We wish to express our deepest solidarity with your struggle.

The involvement of workers in strikes and protests was key in getting rid of Ben Ali in Tunisia and Mubarak in Egypt. The fight is now on to ensure that
the impoverished majority begin to enjoy the fruits of their labours.

Strikes continue to break out across Egypt in both the public and the private sectors. We wish to convey our full support for all such struggles for decent
wages, permanent contracts, and also for the ridding of the workplaces of managers and owners linked to the hated Mubarak regime.

A vital task in this tumultuous period is building the instruments of struggle in the form of truly democratic and combative trade unions. Without them, and
without the involvement of the workforce in deciding what action to take, battles will be lost and corrupt or misguided leaders will be able to hold back
effective struggle. All attempts at forming unions truly independent of any influence from employers and government, and run democratically by their
members, are to be welcomed and supported in whatever way possible. All representatives at every level should be regularly elected and subject to
immediate recall if they are not carrying out the wishes of the majority of their members. Elected officials should receive no more than the average wage of
the workers they represent.

We would like to know what we can do to assist your struggle. Some at the top of the international trade union federations want to see unions develop
which remain passive and compromise with the bosses and with government. We, however, are fully in support of building campaigning, independent and
fighting unions.

We welcome the demand for “The formation of a workers’ monitoring committee in all workplaces, monitoring production, prices, distribution and wages”.
The process of organising elected committees in every workplace and neighbourhood, and also amongst the ranks of state forces, needs to be stepped up.
The struggle for a job, a living wage for all and an end to price rises is vital. It is naturally linked to the idea of the committees of workers, poor farmers and
small traders making the decisions on prices and also on food production, distribution and sale.

We express our fullest solidarity with the workers of Egypt in their struggle to build strong, fighting organisations for the defence of the gains of the
revolution and for winning the battle for a socialist society free from oppression, exploitation and poverty. This would be an inspiring example to workers
and the poor throughout the world.

Yours in solidarity,
Signed (in a personal capacity) by:-

( C&LLR\A,;——_‘ MARTIN TOWELL-DAVIES, NATIOMAL. BEXRECOTIVE rEMBER,
o NATIONAL UNION OF TEACHERS U.W.,
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