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Queer, as a tradition of theory and practice (and increasingly 
a marketing tool), faces serious criticism in terms of its political 
viability and transformative potential. First, queer politics have 
been criticised, especially by Marxist and materialist feminists, 
for promoting individualistic sexual transgression that is consistent 
with capitalism. Second, queer theory has been charged with 
monopolising sexuality as its domain of study and thus neglecting 
feminist theories of sexuality and displacing the importance of 
gender. Third, queer politics is to risk of maintaining a degree 
of homocentrism if built around the lesbian and gay identities it 
had sought to deconstruct. And finally, queer stands accused 
of romanticising textual deconstruction and a cultural politics 
of knowledge to the neglect of institutional and material 
engagement. 

This paper argues that these criticisms can largely be addressed 
through a return to the anarchistic genealogical roots of queer 
- lesbian feminism, direct action & poststructuralism. Explicitly 
anarchist queer projects might then prioritise prefiguration over 
transgression, horizontal networks over territorialisation, a practical 
politics of difference over a return to identity, and a tradition of 
radically egalitarian political activism which embraces cultural, 
material, institutional and individual transformation.
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