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This book is about

* Victorian local council elections

* how to vote

* what to do at a voting centre

* how to become a candidate.

There are other books for people who vote in

postal elections

or

the Melbourne City Council election.

Contact the VEC for more information.

Read page 25.



Our democracy

What is voting?

An election is when you make a choice about who

is in charge.

To make a choice you need to vote.
All votes are equal.

Voting is your human right.

Voting is secret

You do not have to show anyone your vote.

Vote in Local Council Attendance Elections 5



Our democracy
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Australia's Government
Australia has 3 types of government

* Federal government

« State government

* |ocal council.

Your vote helps to decide who is in charge.

Every Australian citizen aged 18 years or

older must enrol and vote.

You must vote at every Federal, State and

local council election.

If you do not vote you may have to pay a fine.




Your local council

Victorian local councils

MM il Victoria has 79 local councils. Your local council

=HI BB

depends on where you live.

For local council elections you vote for people

who make decisions about your local area.

These people are called councillors.

The leader of the council is called the mayor.
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Your local council

What councillors do

Your councillors make decisions about

parks and sporting grounds

« community services

* libraries

* roads and footpaths

* rubbish and recycling

* public buildings and halls

« dog and cat registration

* building and construction




About voting

IDENTITY CARD
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Enrol to vote

To vote you must enrol. Every Australian citizen

aged 18 years and over must enrol to vote.

You must fill in an enrolment form.

Get an enrolment form
« at any post office

* from the Victorian Electoral Commission

R * online from www.vec.vic.gov.au

Since the last election have you

» changed your address?

@ P | g
% « changed your name?

You must tell the Victorian Electoral Commission.
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About voting

Who else can enrol to vote?

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Ow You may also be able to enrol to vote if you pay

T o rates to your local council.

Call your local council for more information.

R ®




About voting

Do | have to vote?

Yes.

You must vote in your local council election if

you are an Australian citizen

you are enrolled to vote

you live in the council area

you are under 70 years old.

If you do not vote you will be sent a letter.

You will be asked why you did not vote.

You may have to pay a fine.
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Council elections

When is my local council election?

All attendance local council elections are held

on the same day.

Attendance election means you need to go to a

voting centre on election day.

Attendance local council elections are held on
the fourth Saturday in October every 4 years.

This is called election day.

In 2016 election day is 22 October.




Council elections

How do | vote?

Go to a voting centre in your council area on

election day.

Read pages 15 to 19 for information about

how to vote.

Many councils have postal elections.

®

Wote in Local

Council Postal If you get a ballot paper in the mail then your

Elections

council is having a postal election. You do

not need to go to a voting centre.

You need to read the Vote in Local Council

Postal Elections Easy English Guide.

Contact the Victorian Electoral Commission

if you are unsure.
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Council elections

Where is my voting centre?

You will get an EasyVote letter in the mail.

Saturday, 27 October 2012 is election day
for Banyule City Council, Olympia Ward

The letter will tell you where the voting centres for

your council are.

You can also

» Look in your local newspaper before election day.

* Go to the Victorian Electoral Commission website.

The website is www.vec.vic.gov.au

» Call the Victorian Electoral Commission

on 131 832.
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Voting

What to do at the voting centre

You tell the election official your name and address.

The election official marks your name off the roll.

You get a ballot paper.

Or

You give your EasyVote letter to the election official.

The election official marks your name off the roll.

You get a ballot paper.
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What to do with your ballot paper

Take your ballot paper to the voting booth.

You can ask an election official to help you.

Fill in the ballot paper. Read page 17 to

find out how to fill in your ballot paper.

Take your finished ballot paper to the
ballot box.

The election official can help you put your ballot

paper in the ballot box.




Election of | Counclior

Mumber it boves I fo 3
iy S o O i choice.

i b ey i 10 sk yeland w0le Oomel
Wikl PV P B BITY AT R Thae ande

|2 canpipaTe, one
|1 canpipare, Two

/&3.)3: CANDIDATE, Thros

[ How do I fill in my ballot paper?
Ballot Paper
Test City Council
TeatWaniid This is an example of a ballot paper.
Election of 1 Councilicr
Neumber the boxes 1 e 3
it e o off poor chase,
e every s 14 make your vate couet. | You must write a number in each box on the
[ | canptoare, one
[ ] cadmare, ves ballot paper.
iﬂmmmmrm
+ write 1 in the box next to the person who you
want to win
« write 2 in the box next to your second choice
* keep numbering until all the boxes have
a number
._-'
* use numbers only.
]
Ballot Paper
Test City Council
Test Ward01

Your vote counts.
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What if | cannot vote on election day?
You can vote before election day.

* You can vote at an early voting centre. Your
EasyVote Letter will tell you where your early

voting centre is and when it is open.
Or

* You can vote by post. Get a postal vote
application form from the election office or the

Victorian Electoral Commission website.

* You will be sent a ballot pack after you mail

your application form.

« Complete your ballot paper and return it in the

envelopes provided.

« Call the VEC. Read page 25.




Candidates

Who do | vote for?

People who want to be on the local council are

called candidates.

Each person has different ideas. You need to pick

the person or people you think will do the job best.

How do | get more information about

each candidate?

Each candidate writes about their ideas.

These are called how-to-vote cards.

* How-to-vote cards are given out at the voting

% centre on election day.
O
% * You can call the candidate and talk to him

_/
or her.

This information will help you make a choice.
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Candidates

How do | become a candidate?
* you must be an Australian citizen

» you must be enrolled for this election.

You must fill out a form. This form says you

want to be a candidate.

You must pay $250. You get this money back

if you win or get enough votes.

Give your form and payment to the

returning officer.

Some people cannot be a candidate.

Ask the Victorian Electoral Commission for

more information.

Read page 25 for how to contact us.



What do words mean?

Australian citizen — a person who was born
in Australia.
Or

Who was born overseas but now lives in Australia

This person has made a special promise to follow

all the laws of Australia. This person has become
an Australian citizen.

Ballot box — a box in the voting centre where
you put your filled-in ballot paper.

Ballot pack — a set of papers, envelopes and
instructions to use for postal voting

Ballot paper — a sheet of paper you write your
vote on.
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Candidate — a person who wants to be a councillor.

Councillors — a group of people chosen by the
people in the local area to make decisions about

this area.

Democracy — a country where people have the

right to vote for who is in charge.

Election — choosing someone or making a choice.

Election day — the day you go to vote.

Election office — the place where your local council

election is run.




Election official —a person who works at elections.

Enrol — put your name on a list to vote.

How-to-vote card — a page of information about
candidates and how to vote for them. These are

given out at voting centres on election day.

Local council — your local area and the people

=
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who make decisions about it.

Mayor — the leader of councillors.

Postal vote — having your ballot paper mailed to
you so that you can vote at home. You must apply to
get a postal vote.
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Rates — money you pay to your local council.

Your council uses this money for roads, public
buildings and community services.

Returning officer — the person in charge of

your local council election.

Vote or voting — to make your choice on your
ballot paper.

Voting centre — the place you go to on election

day to vote.




More information

Contact us

You can get more information from the

Victorian Electoral Commission.

Website www.vec.vic.gov.au

Email info@vec.vic.gov.au

Postal address
Victorian Electoral Commission,

Level 11, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000

Phone

131 832

+ 61 3 8620 1100 (from outside Victoria)

If you are deaf or have a hearing or speech

J

1 'agz ﬁi gr impairment phone National Relay Service
ISERVICE ﬂ 133 677 and ask for 03 8620 1100.
am—

For speech-to-speech relay phone 1300 555 727
and ask for 03 8620 1100.
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How do | get this
information in a

different language?

A%9CT (Ambharic)

f0Aam HCHC avl8 hS OAONFCATL, ACSF nidatr ntae™ (03)9209 0190 avgoA:

2o (Arabic)

e JuaiV) a5 o oedd an ey Dlxindl dalan s dAaliadill il sleall (e 2y 3l can i 13
.(03) 9209 0100 A8,

Bosanski (Bosnian)

Ako su vam potrebne detaljnije informacije i pomo¢ prevodioca, nazovite

(03)9209 0191.

Ega (Khmer)

Lﬁmssﬁsﬂﬂnﬁﬁmiﬂmmmsmﬁnsﬁ’ﬁsgjnsmtiis&ﬁa i A U uma,

FIYSGIFIRERIS (03) 9209 01924

5{5‘5“&@ (Cantonese)
WA TR Z A E R E= BB 55 (03) 9209 0101 -

Hrvatski (Croatian)

Ako su vam potrebne podrobnije informacije i pomo¢ tumaca,

nazovite (03) 9209 0102.

so9 (Dari)

a3 55 5(03)9209 0193 o bedi (sl 43 ey 512 &y 5 pm (lan i S jiliaie Claglas 4y K
Dinka

Na koor yin |€k jug€c ci kek cuiir ku kuoony de athok /raan é thok waaric, yudpé
(03)9209 0119.

EAANVIKA (Greek)
Av xpeldleoTe TTI0 AeTTTOUEPEIC TTANPOPOpPIEC Kal TN BorBeia diepunvéa,
TNAeQwvnoTe oto (03) 9209 0103.

ltaliano (ltalian)

Se hai bisogno di informazioni piu particolareggiate e dell’assistenza di un
interprete, telefona al (03) 9209 0104.

St=0q (Korean)

o A8 2SS AsA ALY B9 An) 27 22 3FAH (03)9209 0194 0 =
Agfsial 7] vEE Y



How do | get this
information in a

different language?

MakepoHckun (Macedonian)
AKo cakaTe nogeTarnHu nHopMauum 1 NOMOLL CO NpeBeyBay jaBeTe ce Ha
(03) 9209 0105.

H TR (Mandarin)
U SR BN R AL 1R BB, 1 (03) 9209 0106.

s« (Persian)
A4S (il (03)9209 0195 skedd 43 2l 53 e 1) pa yie So SS Ly i Jaade Cile DUl S

Pycckuit (Russian)
Ecnu Bam HykHa 6onee nogpobHasa nHgdopmaLmsa 1 NOMOLLb NepeBoaYmKa,
TO No3BoHUTE no Homepy (03) 9209 0196.

Cpnicku (Serbian)

AKo cy Bam notpebHe getarbHuje nHgopmauuje n nomoh Tymada, no3oBute
(03) 9209 0107.

Soomaali (Somali)

Haddii aad u baahan tahay macluumaad faahfaahsan oo intaas ka badan iyo
caawimada mutarjumka, wac (03)9209 0108.

Espafol (Spanish)
Si necesita informacidon mas detallada y la asistencia de un intérprete, llame al
teléfono (03) 9209 0109.

Turkce (Turkish)
Daha ayrintili bilgi edinmek istemeniz ve bir gevirmene gerek duymaniz
durumunda, (03)9209 0110 numaral telefonu arayin.

Viét-ngr (Vietnamese)

Néu quy Vi can thém théng tin chi tiét va sy gitp d& clha théng dich vién, hay dién
thoai s6 (03) 9209 0111.

All other languages
For enquiries in all other non-English languages call our interpreting service on
9209 0112.
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Other Easy English Guides available
from the VEC:

Vote in Local Council Postal Elections

Vote in the Melbourne City Council Elections

Vote in Victorian State Elections

Homeless not voteless

Address all enquiries to the Victorian Electoral Commission,

Level 11, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000
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© State of Victoria (Victorian Electoral Commission) 2016.

This work, Easy English Guide, is licensed under a Creative

Commons Attribution Non-Derivatives 4.0 licence
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/). You are free
to share this work under that licence, on the condition that you
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	24 
	More information 
	Sect
	Figure
	Contact us 
	You can get more information from the Victorian Electoral Commission. Website Email 
	www.vec.vic.gov.au 
	www.vec.vic.gov.au 

	info@vec.vic.gov.au 

	Postal address 
	Victorian Electoral Commission,. Level 11, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000. 
	Phone 
	131 832 
	+ 61 3 8620 1100 (from outside Victoria) If you are deaf or have a hearing or speech 
	impairment phone National Relay Service 133 677 and ask for 03 8620 1100. For speech-to-speech relay phone 1300 555 727 
	and ask for 03 8620 1100. 

	25Vote in Local Council Attendance Elections 



	How do I get this information in a different language? 
	How do I get this information in a different language? 
	(Amharic)(Arabic)
	.
	.

	(Bosnian) 
	(Khmer) 
	(Cantonese) 
	(Croatian) 
	(Dari) .Dinka .
	(Greek) 
	(Italian) 
	(Korean) 
	26.

	How do I get this information in a different language? 
	How do I get this information in a different language? 
	(Macedonian) 
	(Mandarin) 
	(Persian) 
	(Russian) 
	(Serbian) 
	(Somali) 
	(Spanish) 
	(Turkish) 
	(Vietnamese) 
	All other languages For enquiries in all other non-English languages call our interpreting service on 9209 0112. 
	Vote in Local Council Attendance Elections 
	27 
	Figure
	Other Easy English Guides available from the VEC: 
	Other Easy English Guides available from the VEC: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Vote in Local Council Postal Elections 

	• 
	• 
	Vote in the Melbourne City Council Elections 

	• 
	• 
	Vote in Victorian State Elections 

	• 
	• 
	Homeless not voteless 


	Address all enquiries to the Victorian Electoral Commission, Level 11, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 
	Figure
	© State of Victoria (Victorian Electoral Commission) 2016. 
	This work, Easy English Guide, is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Non-Derivatives 4.0 licence (/). You are free to share this work under that licence, on the condition that you do not change any content and you credit the State of Victoria (Victorian Electoral Commission) as author and comply with the other licence terms. The licence does not apply to any branding, including Government logos or the Easy English icon. 
	http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0
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