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About this book

This book is about

* Melbourne City Council postal elections

* how to vote

« voting

* how to become a candidate

There are other books for people who vote in

attendance elections

or

other postal elections.

Contact the VEC for more information.

Read page 25.



Our democracy

What is voting?
An election is when you make a choice

about who is in charge.

To make a choice you need to vote.
All votes are equal.

Voting is your human right.

Voting is secret

You do not have to show anyone your vote.
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Our democracy

Australia's government

Australia has 3 types of government

IR AT « Federal government

« State government

* |ocal council.

Every Australian citizen aged 18 years or

older must enrol and vote.

You must vote at every Federal, State and

local council election.

If you do not vote you may have to pay a fine.




Your local council

Victorian local councils

Victoria has 79 local councils. Your local council

depends on where you live.

For local council elections you vote for people

who make decisions about your local area.

These people are called councillors.

Melbourne City Council also has a
Leadership Team. This team is the Lord Mayor
and Deputy Lord Mayor. They are the leaders of

the council.
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Your local council

What councillors do

Your councillors and the Leadership Team

make decisions about

« parks and sporting grounds

« community services

e libraries

» roads and footpaths

* rubbish and recycling

* public buildings and halls

« dog and cat registration

* building and construction.




About voting

Enrol to vote

IDENTITY CARD

&

To vote in the Melbourne City Council Election you

must be enrolled. Every Australian citizen aged

18 years of age and over must enrol to vote.

You must fill in an enrolment form.

Get an enrolment form

i a8
Eared e vorde o1 .
., « at any post office
T
|+ E—
i « from the Victorian Electoral Commission
B
S—— » online from www.vec.vic.gov.au
T S— ]

Since the last election have you

» changed your address?

@ » changed your name?
% You must tell the Victorian Electoral Commission.
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About voting

Who else can enrol to vote?
Special enrolment and voting conditions apply in

the City of Melbourne.

They apply to

* people who run companies in the City of

Melbourne. For example, company directors

and company secretaries

» people who live in the City of Melbourne and

are not Australian citizens.

You may already be enrolled if you own or occupy

property in Melbourne City Council.

Call the Melbourne City Council election hotline

on 1300 735 427 for more information.



About voting

Do | have to vote?

— Yes.

— If you are enrolled you must vote in the

Melbourne City Council elections.

You need to vote once for the Leadership Team

and once for the 9 councillors.

If you are 70 years of age or over you can vote,

but will not be fined if you do not vote.

If you do not vote you may be sent a letter.
You will be asked why you did not vote.

You may have to pay a fine.
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Council elections

How do | know about Melbourne City

Council elections?

You will hear about the Melbourne City

Council elections

* inlocal newspapers
* in city newspapers
* onradio

* on social media

» by getting a ballot pack in the mail.




Council elections

[ OCTOBER 2016 When are the Melbourne City Council

Imon| Tue Jwep [ THU | FRi | sAT | sun

112 elections?
3|14|5|6|7]18|9

10|11|12|13|14|15|16
17[18[19[20[21]22]23 Melbourne City Council elections are held

24|25|26|27|28|29|30 .
31 in October every 4 years. Ballot packs are

mailed out in early October.

How do | vote?

You will get a ballot pack in the mail.
Read pages 14 to 18 for more information

on how to vote.
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Voting in postal

elections

Your ballot pack

You will get a ballot pack in the mail.

Your ballot pack has

a ballot paper for the Leadership Team election

a ballot paper for the councillors election

a ballot paper envelope

instructions about how to vote

information about the councillor candidates.

These are called councillor candidate statements.




Voting in postal

elections

» information about the Leadership Team.
These are called Leadership Team candidate

statements.

Iy oF
MELBOURNE

MRl
eeeeeeeeeeeeee
Melbourne Election Office

mmmmmmmmm
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

| - a bigger reply post envelope to put your ballot

paper envelope in.

You should get your ballot pack by the middle
of October.

Contact the VEC if you do not get your ballot
pack. Read page 25.
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Voting in postal

elections

How do I fill in my ballot paper?

This is an example of a Leadership Team
Ballot Paper
Election of the Leadership Team of the Melbourne City Council ba | I Ot p a pe r_
LORD MAYOR and DEPUTY LORD MAYOR
Number the boxes 1 to 11 in the order of your choice.
— You must put a number in each box on the
— el P ballot paper.
m— ol — « write 1 in the box next to the team who you
_— e, — want to win.
I T, — _ _ _
m— U — + write 2 inthe box next to your second choice.
zi:::r:?:\;ERY box to make your vote count.
You must NOT use any number more than once.
Victorian Electoral Commission @

* keep numbering until every box has a number.

* use numbers only.

Ballot Paper

Election of the Leadership Team of the M
LORD MAYOR and DEPUTY

Number the boxes 1 to 11 in the or

Lord Mayor i
Deputy Lord Mayor
Lord Mayor I
Deputy Lord Mayor
Lord Mayor I
Deputy Lord Mayor
Lord Mayor I

Deputy Lord Mayor




Voting In postal elections

Ballot Paper  City of Melbourne - Election of 9 Councillors of the Melbourne City Gouncil
? oo [ ] o [] o [] o [] o [] ow [] o [] o []
R : I I I I I I I I
E Vol
c
T I I I I I I I I
0 R DE PE D2 he DE DE DE
N _— - (B2 =B o = = =
s ECE 2 EE S EZ
= 02 D8 0B S = =
- = = =
Note: Group Voting Tickets and Indication of Preferences are published in the blue booklet provided in your ballot pack. Victorian Electoral Commission @
This is an example of a councillor ballot paper.
You can puta 1 in the box above the line
for the councillor group who you want to win
City of Melbourne — Election of 9 Councillors of the Melbourne City Gouncil
[2] oo [ ] o [ ] o [] o [ ] o [] o [] o [] o« []
Or

Number ALL the boxes below the line in order of your choice.

Start from the number 1.

ZE E pE HE HE BE
I L= bE P O b=
EE HE HE pE
=E

es are published in the blue booklet provided in your ballot pack.

(=] (8 [8 [V

RE BEE
EENEES
= BE
vE BE

B

Victorian Electoral Commission @
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Voting in postal

elections

How to vote

* Fill in your ballot papers.

» Put your finished ballot papers in the ballot

paper envelope.

BALLO

tions

T PAPER ENVEL opg

Write the date and sign your name on the flap

of the ballot paper envelope.

* Put your ballot paper envelope in the bigger

Syl
Retuning Officer

B addressed reply post envelope. You do not

need a stamp.

« Putitin the post as soon as you can.




Candidates

Who do | vote for?

People who want to be on the Melbourne City

Council are called candidates.

You need to pick the people and team who you

think will do the job best.

You need to choose councillors. You also need to

choose the Leadership Team.

The Leadership Team is the 2 people who will

be Lord Mayor and Deputy Lord Mayor.
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Candidates

How do | get more information about

the candidates?
The candidates write about their ideas.

These statements will be included in your
ballot pack.

This information will help you make a choice.

How do | become a candidate?
« you must be an Australian citizen

» you must be enrolled for this election.

You must fill out a form. This form says you want

to be a councillor or part of the Leadership Team.



Candidates

You must pay $250. You get this money back

if you win or get enough votes.

Give your completed form and payment to the

returning officer.

Some people cannot be a candidate.

Ask the Victorian Electoral Commission for

more information.

Read page 25 for how to contact us.
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Check the meanings of words

Australian citizen — a person who was born
in Australia.
Or

who was born overseas but now lives in Australia.

This person has made a special promise to follow
all the laws of Australia. This person has become an

Australian citizen.

BALLO
ns

vvvvvvvvvvv

T PAPER ENVELOPE

Ballot paper envelope — an envelope where you

put your filled-in ballot papers. It has a special flap on

it. You sign your name and write the date on this flap.

Ballot pack — a set of papers, envelopes and

instructions to use for postal voting.

Bf
\* | YOUR MELBOURNE. |
:*| " YOUR VOTE.

Ballot paper — a sheet of paper you write your

vote on.

Candidate — a person who wants to be a councillor

or on the Leadership Team.



Candidate statements — information about each

candidate in your ballot pack.

Councillors — a group of people chosen by the

people enrolled to vote in the City of Melbourne.

Company — A place, like an office, shop or

D factory, where people work.

Company director — is a leader from a group of

workers who makes decisions about the business.

Company secretary — A company secretary

IS @ senior position in a company, normally with

management responsibility.

Democracy — a country where people have the

right to vote for who is in charge.

Deputy Lord Mayor — the deputy leader of

the council.

Election — making a decision by voting or

choosing someone.
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Enrol — put your name on a list to vote.

Leadership Team — the team who will be Lord

Mayor and Deputy Lord Mayor.

Local council — your local area and the people

who make decisions about it.

Lord Mayor — the leader of the council.

Postal vote — voting at home and sending your
vote in the mail. Most local councils use this way of
voting. Use the ballot pack you get in the mail.

Returning Officer — the person in charge of your
local council election.

Vote or voting — to make your choice on your

ballot papers.



More information

Contact us

You can get more information from the

Victorian Electoral Commission.

Website www.vec.vic.gov.au

Email info@vec.vic.gov.au

Postal address
Victorian Electoral Commission,

Level 11, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000

Phone

131 832

+ 61 3 8620 1100 (from outside Victoria)

‘“}‘FT,%R """" 1 If you are deaf or have a hearing or speech
”mg j impairment phone National Relay Service

SERVICE

1 SERVIC 133 677 and ask for 03 8620 1100.

For speech-to-speech relay phone 1300 555 727
and ask for 03 8620 1100.
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How do | get this information

in another language?

A%9CT (Ambharic)

f0Am HCHC avlE AS MAGNECH?L ACSF né.at 014 (03)9209 0190 avLoa::

2o (Arabic)

e Juai¥) ) o oeid an ey Dlaiud dalan s cdaliadill il slaall (pe 3y 3all caa i 13
.(03) 9209 0100 A8

Bosanski (Bosnian)

Ako su vam potrebne detaljnije informacije i pomoc¢ prevodioca, nazovite
(03)9209 0191.

Hh a7 2 (Cantonese)
WRFEFFE RN EHE & D) - 558 (03) 9209 0101 -

Hrvatski (Croatian)

Ako su vam potrebne podrobnije informacije i pomo¢ tumaca,
nazovite (03) 9209 0102.

9 (Dari)
52 855(03) 9209 0193 o_leds (58l 4y e 513 iy 5 pum o 55 S 5 jilaio e glae 43 K
Dinka

Na koor yin |k ju€c ci kek cuiir ku kuoony de athok /raan é thok waaric, yudpé
(03) 9209 0119.

EAANVIKG (Greek)

Av xpeidleoTe TTI0 AeTTTOUEPEIC TTANPOPOpPIEC Kal TN BorBeia diepunvéa,
TNAe@wvoTe oto (03) 9209 0103.

Italiano (ltalian)

Se hai bisogno di informazioni piu particolareggiate e dell’assistenza di un
interprete, telefona al (03) 9209 0104.

51 (Khmer)

[pRisidnagapimmansiinicyg)arfiwdadgwignoaiipman
FIBGIAIEIHRIL (03) 9209 01924

st=0{ (Korean)

o A &S A AY B Av| 27 QA E (03)9209 0194 © &
2HskA] 7] hh o,



How do | get this information

in another language?

MakepoHcku (Macedonian)
AKo cakaTe nogertanHu nHopmMarmm n NOMoLL CO NpeBefyBad jaBeTe ce Ha
(03) 9209 0105.

H L R4 (Mandarin)
R RN POR AL 2 R BB, 15 (03) 9209 0106.

s« L8 (Persian)
S (A5 (03)9209 0195 5 bedi 42 2l 53 (o 1) an yie So SUS Ly i Juaia e MUl A

Pyccknin (Russian)
Ecnun Bam HyxxHa Bonee nogpobHas nHdopmaumnsa n nomMoLlb NepeBogunka,
TO N03BOHUTE Mo HoMmepy (03) 9209 0196.

Cpncku (Serbian)

AKO cy Bam noTpebHe getarbHuje nHgopmauuje n nomoh Tymada, no3oBuTe
(03) 9209 0107.

Soomaali (Somali)

Haddii aad u baahan tahay macluumaad faahfaahsan oo intaas ka badan iyo
caawimada mutarjumka, wac (03)9209 0108.

Espariol (Spanish)
Si necesita informacion mas detallada y la asistencia de un intérprete, llame al
teléfono (03) 9209 0109.

Turkce (Turkish)
Daha ayrintili bilgi edinmek istemeniz ve bir gevirmene gerek duymaniz
durumunda, (03)9209 0110 numaral telefonu arayin.

Viét-ngr (Vietnamese)

Néu quy Vi can thém théng tin chi tiét va sy gitp d& cla théng dich vién, hay dién
thoai s6 (03) 9209 0111.

All other languages
For enquiries in all other non-English languages call our interpreting service on
(03) 9209 0112.
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Other Easy English Guides
available from the VEC:

e Vote in Local Council Attendance Elections
« Vote in Local Council Postal Elections

« Homeless not voteless

« Vote in Victorian State Elections

Address all enquiries to the Victorian Electoral Commission,

Level 11, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000
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