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AUSTRALIAN LEFT REVIEW

Our first issue for 1975, International Women's
Year, has been delayed several months due to
changes in the production of ALR. We apologise to
our readers for our temporary absence.

As a contribution to International Women's
Year we print the text of Fidel Castro’s speech at
the Congress of Cuban Women, held in December
1974. Castro recognises the need to both change
the economic base of society and the ideas in
people’s heads if the liberation of women is to be
assured.

This theme is reinforced in an extract from a
speech given by Manuel Azcarate for the Spanish
Communist Party at a recent meeting of West
European Communist Parties in Italy.

That changes towards the liberation of women
take place slowly and often in a restricted
framework is reflected in an article by Magdalena
Bokolowska on the family in Poland.

Tom Hayden, writing on Vietnam, expresses
concepts which parallel those of the women's
movement for liberation, namely, the role of
subjective will and the force it becomes when
people are convinced that they ean control their
own lives.

Events in Portugal are moving swiftly and ha
already outpaced those described h’; vmﬁx
Burchett in an interview in Australia last

ember. The back he provides helps to
clarify current events and anticipates the leftward
muvuln‘ent];:w proceeding.

Alastair Davidson continues his writin
Gramsci and the rise of the factory nuuncli;]ag
ln;ly after the First World War.

n & review article by Tim Rowse of Australia
Cultural Elites’; Intellectual Traditions in Sym:
and Melbourne by John Docker the traditional
viewr nthedifferences between the cultural life of
Melb.arne and Bydney are challenged and an
alternative analysis is offered.
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WILFRED BURCHETT

ON
PORTUGAL

Si'nc_e _the end of April 1974, Wilfred Burchett has spent much of his time in Portugal reporting
on political developments in that country. He is presently writing a book on his experiences.

Burchett gave this interview to Mavis Robertson in November 1974

What were the social conditions
which led to the changes in Portugal?
In this context, could youcomment on
the following:

() The pressure of the movement for
liberation in the colonies

(b) The position of women, e.g. as in
the case of “The Three Marias"

(¢) Other causes particularly the
position of the working class.

At the end of almost 50 years of fascist
dictatorship the social conditions in
Portugal were conditioned by a corrupt,
inefficient regime which maintained itself
in power by the terrorist organs of state
repression - symbolised by the hated PIDE
(secret police). Inflation was running at
not less than 30 per cent by 1973-74. A
feudal type agriculture, with vast landed
estates of absentee landlords in the South
and pocket handkerchief plots of the
small-holders in the North, made life on
the land impossible. It was this that forced
hundreds of thousands of farm workers to
migrate - a total of 1,500,000 Portuguese
were working abroad by early 1974; the
population of Portugal itself had

remained stagnant at about 9 million for
the previous 10 years. Remittances of
migrant earnings to their families
provided Portugal’s major foreign
exchange earnings. A secondary reason
for migration was that of young people
seeking to evade military service.

Industry was also highly inefficient.
Salazar’s original policy had been to block
the development of industry on the
grounds that it would create an industrial
proletariat and this would create
communists. It was only after World War
1I that he was forced to permit a certain
amount of development by monopolies
protected from internal and external
competition by the fascist regime. Three of
the biggest of the monopolies were the
CUF, concentrating on the main branches
of heavy industry - steel, cement, electric
power, ship building, heavy engineering,
etc.; Champalimaud on medium and light
industry and Banco Espiritc Santo
(literally, the Bank of the Holy Ghost)
concentrating on banking. Naturally all
three exploited the African colonies. They
were protected from inside competition
because they had an exclusive charter in
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the young peasant
Eufemia, shot down as
a group of striking
8 in the South in an
the struggle againat

of them, in an organised action, returned
to have a look and there was a mass
meeting of about 100,000 in Lishon
addressed by premier Gonicalves, There
was fantastic enthusiasm and it was clear
the migrants thoroughly approved what
had happened,

The gainfully employed in Portugal are
divided almost equally into three groups -
agriculture, industry, trade and
commerce,

What triggered off the change?

Profound dissatisfaction with the
regime and recognition that the eolonial
wara were a major factor in the social-
economic conditions at home.
Demoralisation within armed forces,
despised at home and among the whites in
the colonies for their failure to win the
African wars. A growing conviction
within the Armed Forces that the armed
struggle was completely hopeless and that
there was no military solution.

The precise event which transformed
dissatisfaction into action and finally led
to the coup was the promulgation of a
decree in July 1973 which offended the
prestige of the officers’ corps. Due to
battlefield losses and the general erosion
in the officers’ corps, the Defence Ministry
decreed that university graduates could
take a six months’ crash course in military
same ranks, grades and privileges, long-
service benefits, etc. as those who had
done four years” service in the field.

It was this that provoked the first
meeting of officers in Lisbon - and in
Guinea-Bissau - to discuss the sitoation.
At first they had thought it would be
sufficient to demand a repeal of the decree
and the Caetano government would see
the light. The result was PIDE action to
try to discover the ring-leaders and to
transfer some officers away from Lisbon.

R P fartaer. [ ionis led
to the whole question of the African wars,
and eventaally to the natare of the regime

which  continued such senseless
adventures, Finally, the conclusion was
reached that the only way to change such
a regime was to tapple it by military foree.
The decision to stage a coup was taken in
December 1973 after a  stephy-step
analysia and discussion on all available
aptions.

An important factor in all this was the
gradual change in the class componition
of the officers’ corpa. Until the African
wars started it was the exclusive upper
class who sent their sons - at least one son -
into the army. It was all glitter
and soft jobs in the colomies, ete,

14 4 4 ungl & and

a sharp class differentiation between
those of up to captain’s rank and those
with the rank of colonels and above - with
a few majors closer to to the captains than
to the colonels.

Within the armed forces, at all levels
and in _all thru_brg-ndiu, there were

i
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So what about the PCP - its work as
an illegal organisation in the army,
workplaces, rural areas - how did it
exercise leadership from abroad?

In 1941 there was a big reorganisation
of the PCP - in personnel, strategy and
tactics. It was decided to organise a
nucleus of clandestine, professional, full-
time revolutionaries. There is here a
distinction between illegal and
clandestine. Clandestine members
changed their names, often wore disguise,
abandoned their families and their jobs,
moved from place to place - in homes of
trusted illegal workers who did not even
know their true identity - and organised
struggle against the regime at virtually
every level including among the
intellectuals. When the first meeting of the
Cen_tral Committee was held after April
25, it was calculated that those attending
represented 240 years of prison and over
700 years of clandestine activity. One
canm?t say that the leadership was
exemsed f_rom abroad. It was exercized
Et:om within the country - sometimes
directly from the prisons. After secretary-
general Alvaro Cunhal went into exile, he
returned on several occasions to attend
secret congresses, etc. I have met Central
Committee members who spent between
15 and 21 years each in jail, but their
uch_\ﬂhea 88 organisers never cegsed
during their prison terms,

It is said that the PCP
5 is a -
Soviet party and some claim thatl:;?s
is the source of its ‘‘conservatigm". Is

such comments?

there any basis in

M

between the armed forces and the
progressive forces, and is also part of ay,
accelerated process according to a
carefully formulated program which has
socialism at the end of the road. My
strongest impression is that the PCP iy
first and foremost a pro-Portuguese party
sticking to its aims with euur‘mous.
sacrifices and with very far-sighteq
leadership. In many ways I am remindeq
of the Vietnamese Lao Dong Party when [
am in Portugal.

When one considers the enormous
difficulties and sacrifices that the NLF of
South Vietnam had to overcome to got
arms in their hands - using hoes, clubs,
and picks - to wrest arms from the hands
?f theenemy, the success of the PCP policy
in surfacing with a large proportion of the
country's armed forces siding with the
gaunh'_ly's pn:hgmssive forces, one can give

ue value to the corre - ics
i ct, long-range tactics

In this context, it has hee
5 n
rep_orted that the PCP has opposed
strikes. Can you comment?

The PCP has opposed some strikes.
These were strikes in the sectors of public
Franspnrt, the PTT, and bread-baking
1ndus_tr3.r. It has also opposed
unrealistically high wage demands.

thFrom Apn.l 25 onwards there have been
i ::ue Major counter-attacks by
tl:e ﬂl&}e reaction, _The first was around
waam:h of May, l_legmning of June. This
b e eoon_on}w attack on a pattern
rprisingly similar to what happened in
pmw;na; part of the “softening up”
Si uvelrthmw the Allende regime.
now publy: knngledge that the CIA

8. ortugal, millions of

o It.l:er:r Were paid out in support of strikes
b o?n:{:ort sector. From the very first
o € Coup some of the big
e €8  and the multinationals
oy ilfid ITT of notoriety in the Chilean
5l enly started offering very big
increases whereag before they had

(a) to accelerate the process of
swallowing up the medium and small
enterprises by setting wage levels that the
small and medium enterprises could not
possibly pay; (b) creating mass
unemployment by forcing the medium
and small enterprises to close down, thus
contributing to economic chaos; (c) by
setting abnormally high wage levels the
monopolies hoped to provoke a wave of
strikes as workers strove to attain the
high levels suddenly offered by the
monopolies.

PCP policy was in line with that of the
Armed Forces program which provided
that the conditions of the “under-
privileged” should be speedily alleviated.
The PCP supported the proposal to set a
minimum basic wage - set at 3,300 escudos
per month on a basis of equal pay for equal
work. This was adopted and immediately

resulted in doubling the wages of over half

of all employed. The overwhelming
majority of workers quickly saw through
the tactics of the monopolies. The trade
unions, supported by the PCP staged a
huge demonstration on the first Saturday
in June calling for a halt to “wild-cat”
strikes, under the main slogan: “No
Strikes for the Sake of Strikes”. In
general, that demonstration ended that
phase of the counter-attack on the
economic front.

The policy of the fascists was to create
the sort of economic chaos that would
force intervention of the armed forces
against the people. PCP policy was to
preserve the unity between the Armed
Forces Movement and the people.

The second counter-offensive was the
government crisis in early July
Conservative prime minister Carlos
Palmas threatened to resign unless the
question of elections was more or less
indefinitely postponed; that President
Spinola was appointed \'|r1ual_l_v
indefinitely heading a sort of presidential
regime with increased powers and that
parts of the AFM Program was shelved.
(Essentially the AFM Program provided
for the dismantling of the fascist
structure; an end to the African wars; the
creation of conditions under which
democratic elections could be held by
March 31, 1975.)

Carlos Palmas eventually had little
support and was allowed to resign.
Spinola wanted to appoint one of his own
men, former defence minister Major
Firmino Miguel, as prime minister. But he
had played no role in the April 25 coup.
The AFM rejected him and insisted on
appointing their own man, Lt. Colonel
Vasco Goncalves who had supported the
AFM from the beginning. (Spinola
referred to him as “that communist
Gonealves™.) On the day that Gonealves
was appointed, another decisively
important thing took place. That was the
setting up of COPCON, a special military
command for territorial Portugal charged
with ensuring the strict application of the
AFM Program. In fact it was a sort of
anti-coup command. Heading it was
General Costa Gomes, the highly
respected former chief of general staff,
sacked by Caetano in the last days of the
latter's regime, reappointed after the April
25 coup. Deputy Chief was a major (moved

up to brigadier for his new appointment)
Saraino de Carvalho who had been the
technical military brain in organising
and carrying out the April 25 coup.

Saraino de Carvalho was also appointed
commander of the Lisbon Command. The

“captains” were beginning to see what

they were up against and took measures
accordingly. The July crisis resulted in
the elimination of rightist forces from the
government, the entry of members of the

AFM into the government, a

consolidation of unity between the AFM

and the progressive forces.

The third counter-offensive, and by far
the most important, was in the second
week of September. Under the pretext of
organising a monster rally in Lisbon to
support Spinola and denounce the “forces
of totalitarian extremism”, a military
coup was prepared. The intended rally
was to be used as a cover to smuggle
assault forces and great quantities of
arms into Lisbon and stage a fascist
restoration.

Without going into detail, this plot was
thwarted by the mobilisation of the
masses and the unity and solidarity
between the people and the armed forces.
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At least 100,000 people worked shoulder-
to-shoulder with the armed forces in
erecting barricades all over the country -
blocking off all movement from the major
centres and at the approaches to Lisbon.
They searched and found arms which
were then distributed among the activists.
Spinola tried to call out troops he thought
would be loyal to him, but apart from a
couple of hundred parachutists, they
refused to move without specific orders
from COPCON. At a critical moment,
Spinola thought he had decapitated
COPCON by holding Costs Gomes and
Saraivo de Carvalho incommunicado
under virtual arrest - together with prime
minister Goncalves. But COPCON went
u::: acﬁon.::dreoccupied theradio and TV
stations seized by Spinolas men and raced
to the Lisbon barricades. It was here that
the question of civil war was averted. the
COPCON men reasoned with the
p.nraqhutists, explaining the real
situation. The parachutists decided to
withdraw and leave the field in the hands
ol" COPCON. (All this took place on the
:flhmtizfﬁ&m;mber 11-12)) The rally was
-it had been physicall
at the barricades in 811:]' J::use 'lx;’v::;o gﬂ
later, Spinola resigned and three of his
supporters in the seven-member Military
Junta of National Salvation were forced
:?1 resign antlli:m tht; remaining Spinola
pporters wi i i
out, including defen‘::embmgt;rﬂe'hqmd
= : '[e'I:e third ](i»dinter-attack resulted
consolidation of the ynpj
between the AFM and the pmm';?,'g

What is the present perspecti
pecti
the PCP? What is its smwg;efo‘
socialism? ox

At this stage, the :
N it o "ﬁ;‘:‘l’ho}'l*enymmgu

Front” or “National Front” alliance, byt
favored a “Democratic Front” within
which the maximum of anti-fascisg
demoeratic forces could be mobilised. The
PCP felt also that the AFM should now he
considered as a political movement. [t
Program is essentially a political
program. More and more the AFM - which
now represents virtually all the armed
forces in the country - has played a
political role, even an administrative role
and has earned the right to play a leading
role in the political life of the country.

The AFM Program provides for
restricting the economic powers of the
monopolies and as the monopolies were
clearly implicated in the attempted
Segtem_ber counter-coup, it is certain that
their wings are going to be clipped. The
PCP supports the idea for creating
conditions for a democratic choice at the
forthcoming elections and believes that
the progressive forces have nothing tolose
from an electoral confrontation. No
fundam.ental changes in the social-
economic structure can take place before
!‘.her'e 18 an elected government - this is
incribed in the AFM Program. An elected
government, the PCP considers, will
pro)m:_le ﬂ_m base to push ahead towards
su_:mi;sm}naformauitabletotheconcrebe
sltuatgun in Portugal. The PCP attaches
:tnu:iat 1mp?rtance to au?purﬁng the small
= mefimm enterprises against the
x *;gopolles: the small and medium land.
BD €IS against the absentee landlords,

ut to push ahead giving pri
slogans abo; iali el
ut socialism in a country

A variety of left i
: EBroups exist. What
i8 their strength, their prugram:.

ﬁm 60 political pnl'ﬁiel 8prang into life
them, 12 or gfstﬁewm”ntl ﬁgum"’Amng
mclud;d 2::; or four tlrotlk;;l;t .g;x::

.l.uﬂf . .is )
PCP for ite “revisionigt” oy peperr

line. These groups are very active in

Lishon, mainly restricted, as far as

support is concerned, to the student

community and in certain enterprises

where the work force is predominantly

“white collar”. Most of them have not as

yet published their programs. There have

been various conferences at which some of
the groups have tried to establish a
"“united revolutionary” movement, but up
to the time I left, this had not resulted in
anything concrete. As far as | could
ascertain, these groups have no roots
among the main working class
organisations, nor among the peasantry.
They have some influence among
intellectuals but nothing compared to the
influence of the PCP. Many of the
adherents of these groups are devoted,
sincere activists, very courageous - their
analyses of the situation are often
theoretically justified. But if they are
strong in revolutionary theory they are
weak in tactics, organisation and, above
all, in experience. They tend to see
problems in isolation from the overall
situation, partially and not wholly.

PCP veterans take a tolerant attitude
towards these parties and groups. They
explain that their appearance on the
scene is partly a reaction to the terribly
authoritarian pattern of feudal family
relations. Their revolutionary fervor
against the old society can also be
explained in those terms. Until the
September crisis, there were wrtually_‘ no
relations at all between them and the PCP
- except in the case of combating some of
the wildest of the strikes. But when the
call went out to build and man the
barricades, many members of these
parties came to the headquarters of the
PCP and the MDP (Portuguese
Democratic Movement supported by the
PCP, the Socialist Party and other anti-
fascist groups and individuals) and asked
for guidance. They offered to work
wherever the PCP decided they were
needed and to do whatever was |}g\-ded.
They were among the most effective

workers, and their services during this

first effort at “unity of action’” may pave
the way for a drawing together of all anti-
fascist forces. This is the concept of the

PCP.

Is there any discussion of, and
practice of, the concept of workers’
control?

There have been instances where
factories have been abandoned because,
with the doubling of the minimum wage,
the cheap labor power on which these
factories were based was beginning to cost
twice as much. In several such cases -
tailoring businesses for instance - the
workers have taken over and have run the
factories themselves, These are only a few
isolated instances. They eould form a
nucleus of a much broader movement if
the monopolies or multi-nationals start
abandoning their enterprises. I do not
believe the PCP is pushing for workers'
control at this stage. It could alienate the
small and medium enterprises and have a
bad effect on the type of anti-fascist
national unity which the PCP strives to
foster.

How would you describe mass
ideology towards (a) former colonies;

(b) socialism?

On the first question, there is almost a
total mass opposition to the continuance
of the African wars. In my travels and
interviews [ did not find a single person
who was not in favor of ending the
African wars even where people
considered this meant total and complete
defeat. The continuance of these wars is so
clearly linked with the social and
economic ills at home that mass
opposition is total. This is so even in the
most backward areas of the country -
among the peasant small-holders in the
North. After all, it is their sons who are
taken off into military service. Even if
they are not wounded or disease-ridden,
when they return from the wars they no
longer want to go back to their old homes
and villages. They have a taste for “urban
life”, the “bright lights”, and no longer
want to return to the mediaeval, feudal
conditions of the villages. The soldiers
have no sympathy with the white settlers
who accuse them of cowardice,
inefficiency, failure to win the colonial
wars. Even in the smallest villages in the
most backward - ideologically - parts of
the country there were slogans on the
walls calling for an end to the wars in

9



Africa.

In respect to support for socialism,
itudes are developi the
agricultural laborers in the southern part
of the country; many are expressing the
idea that the absentee landlord estates
should be taken over by the state and
made into state farms. Even in the north,
one heard many expressions of interest in
co-operative farming. The property of the
small-holders is always dispersed,
because of the splitting up which occurs at
the time of marriage, inheritance, etc.
People with four or five acres may have up
to 15 or 20 different plots of land.
Sqmetimes they even share olive trees
with a neighbour. So the idea of pooling
these dispersed plots and pooling funds to
buy a tractor and work the land more
efficiently is becoming widespread even in
the most reactionary areas of the country.

__Among the working class, T believe the
idea of a socialist system is gaining
ground and.this concept will undoubtedly
have been given animpetus because of the
exposure of the role of the monopolies in
fhe counter-revolutionary attempted coup
in September. Nineteen members of the
Eaplr!to Santo banking family fled to
Madrid when the coup was thwarted, a
member of the Champalimaud family (the
second largest monopoly) was amongst
those arrested. The Armed Forces
Program Provides for curbing the power of
the. monopolies. The idea of the state
?h;jg over such monopolies would be
uﬂ y pupu‘.i‘ar among the working clags
and progressive intellectualg, Buttheidea
18 not being Pushed at this moment in the
ll;ame gen,eralv interest of mobilising the
rnade.sr. possible mags of public opinig
pre\lr’u_mng a fascist comehback ar::i
m: h:g the electora] cnnfrontati'on by
e end of March 1975, It ig felt that the
Bressive forces will have a cleay

mandate after thoge elections, The PCer
Wants to be able to take the Armed Forc,
ement with them in every siep ;i:cm

ad o a national tie
revolution. i

AUST)
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One of Portugal's colonies jg
Portuguese Timor. Is anyone inp
Portugal conscious of this? Is there
any program for Timor?

Yes, people are conscious of Timor, as
they are of Macao and other small pockets
of Portuguese rule. Obviously as there is
no fighting going on there and large
numbers of troops are not involved, it is a
question of secondary importance. The
government - before the September crisis -
did make a general statement that
Portugal was now ready to accept various
UN resolutions on the colonial question
and grant self-determination to all the
overseas territories. (This was contained
In a statement made by Spinola at the
insistence of the Armed Forces Movement
lasi_: July.) On the decolonisation front
polllcy has been to settle the easiest one :
Gl:lmeaABissau - first, with the idea that
this wou'ld facilitate a settlement of the
next easiest - Mozambique. It was hoped
tha't ‘the settlement of Mozambique would
faclht:_ate a settlement in the much more
complicated problem of Angola. After
these three major problems were settled
the settlement of territories where there:

has not been arm i
S ed conflict would bhe

Cou!d you say how the PCP views
the mter_national communist
:m:]t:ment.. in particular their views
; l;‘ the So\_'let Union and China, and

eir relations with the CP of Spain?

My impression wag
$ ; that the PCP ;
::f.VOI vo‘ad.m theclearand pressing dar:;e?-z
5 z;vqldu}g a fascist comeback and the
forﬁ: Er;miant:r; it:}fl all those progressive
lde e
Organised, that ct‘:::try o b

Icesf to the CP of
T ound a

lﬂ?::w as to what ig going on iggfgé
knowle'dgmamheq Wwith very geant
s, asef-a rRel&aItlona with the CP of
bl s I could discern, are very
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CUBA:

THE LIBERATION OF
WOMEN

Extracts of the speech by Fidel Castro at the closing sesswn of the 2nd Congress of the
Federation of Cuban Women, Havana, December 1974.

We have reached the end of this
beautiful Congress. And itis not so easy to
sum up an event so filled with
accomplishments and hope.

In the first place it has not been entirely
our congress; we have shared 1t ampl_\'
with a worthy and representative
delegation of the revolutionary women of
the entire world

Across oceans, boundaries, languages,
the representatives of the progressive
women of the entire world have joined
hands in this congress. And Ill’wre is no
need to use the term “foreigner  to
characterise these delegations, bec‘uuse_- at
all times we have experienced the feeling
that we are part of the same homeland, the
human population. This proves that
nothing except exploitation and 1I1ju5tlc{"
separates people, and nulh_n\g. ~um.‘T
people more than the mmmumty of ideals
and the aspiration to justice.

The topics that we have been discussing
in this congress have a truly universal
interest. They are not just the problems of
Cuban women but the problems of the
vast majority of women in the world.

It is clear that women need to
participate in the struggle fagginst
exploitation, against impe‘rmh‘sm,
colonialism, neocolonialism, racism; in a
word: in the struggle for national
liberation. But when the objective of
national liberation is finally achieve‘_i,
women must continue struggling for their
own liberation within human society.

We have brought along some data f:rom

a report made by the United Nations
Department of Statistics which reveals
women's situation in most of the world.
Women represent 34 per cent of the
workforce, that is, 515 million “-orker§. By
the end of the present decade, it 1s
estimated that this figure will rise to 600
1k
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and in the year 2000, to 842
. In Western Europe and North
America, women constitute between 30
and 40 per cent of the workforce.

In spite of the increasing number of
women in the ranks of the employed,
particularly in professional and technical
posts, the United Nations report points
out that they are underpaid in comparison
to men.

“Although it is true”, says the report,
“that the legal barriers against equal job
opportunities for women are few and the
pnnmple of equal pay for equal work is
now n_mvemn!ly accepted, in practice the
situation demands the urgent application
o_f measures to eliminate such

on.

In many 1ndustriahsed countries,
women's wages are approximately 50 per
cent to 80 per cent of men’s for the same
hours of work. In the developing nations,
the low salaries for indi that

posts in all this apparatus of production
services and administration, is only 15 pey
cent. Only 12.79 per cent of our party
members are women. A notably low
figure. And the number of women wh,
waork as party cadres and officials is only
six per cent.

But we have an example that is sti]]
more illustrative and is related to the
elections held for People’s Power in the
provinee of Matanzas. The number of
women selected as candidates was 7.6 per
centand the number of women elected wags
three per cent, to which the comrade from
Matanzas referred. The figures are really
something to be concerned about, to make
us do something about this problem.
Because in those elections the candidates
Were proposed by the masses, and the
masses only proposed 7.6 per cent women
candidgtes, when women make up
appmxl_mately 90 per cent of the
population. Only three per cent of those

women are eng?ged in the lowest levels of
work and jobs in terms of skill and pay.

In general, this report refers to the
question of wages. Of course, it does not
analyse the infinite number of problems
htaﬂ‘ectwommiutheclasssucietyof
ﬂu‘ tfpxtalist world. Naturally, in the

countries have advanced

a lmg.dimmm along the road of their
- But if we ask ourselves about
wrownmh!aﬁun:wewhomamligt
country  with almost 16 years of
revolution, can we really say that the
ﬁnhm_ wegnenhau:eacquiledﬁﬁiequliw
rights In practice, and that they are

1, dad
by the were women,

Who here at this con, invi
gress, what invited
delegate who has heen here with you for a
:neek can understand, imagine or conceive
lwiv,_ with such a strong and such a
politically advanced women’s movement,

0]
innl;:;}'ee per cent of women were chosen

THE REALITY IS THAT
THERE

#lﬁ ,l?'l‘lf)li;-c OBJECTIVE FACTORS

Wontgn | SCRIMINATE  AGAINST

And these figures reflect nothin
" g2
than ﬂmﬂﬂdpﬂmﬁ. after more thanr-lmlr;

vears of i i iti
! 1 s We are still politically
MM in this area. The

i existed before the

Women. Because our experience teaches
us that when an under-developed country
such as ours liberates itself and begins to
construct socialism, a mass organisation
like this one is necessary, since women
have innumerable tasks to face up to
within the revolutionary process. And for
this reason we believe that the decision to
develop this women’s movement, to create
this organisation that was born on
August 23, 1960, was really a wise decision
because the work this organisation has
done could not have been carried forward
by any other means.

It 1s true that we have other magnificent
mass organisations, such as the trade
unions, the CDRs, the peasant
organisations, the youth and student
organisations, the Pioneers and even the
organisation of the day-care centres. But
what organisation could have fulfilled the
tasks that the Federation of Cuban
Women has accomplished?

Comrade Vilma* gave a significant
historical account of those innumerable
tasks, but it is sufficient to recall, first of
all, the struggle to develop culture and
political understanding in Cuban women,
because in capitalist society women really
remain culturally and politically
downtrodden, they have even fewer
educational opportunities than men, and
many times women in class society are
deceived precisely because of that low
political level and are frequently used
against revolutionary processes.

It is enough to recall that among those
tasks were some of great importance. In
the first place, the tasks related to the
defence of the revolution and the
homeland, the struggle against illiteracy,
the struggle for the education of peasant
girls, the struggle in preparing domestics
for doing productive jobs, the struggle
against prostitution, the struggle to
incorporate women into work, the struggle
to create day-care centres, the_!.aslw of
support for education, the public hen_lth
campaigns, the social work, the deepening

/i . ‘ederation of
* Vilma Espin, President of the F _
Cuban Women, and member of the Central
Committee, Communist Party of Cuba.

uf political and ideological consciousness
among women and the struggle for the
development of an internationalist apirit
in Cuban women,

The Federation has worked in all those
fields and has successfully completed all
its tasks. And only the women themselves
could have carried out those activities
with such efficiency. But now, in this
present stage of the revolution, women
have a basic task, a historical battle to
wage,

What was the crux, the centre of the
analysis and the efforts of this congress?
the struggle for women’s equality. The
struggle for the full integration of Cuban
women into society! And that is really a
historical battle. And we believe that this
objective is precisely the focal point of this
congress, because, in practice, women's
full equality still does not exist. And we
revolutionaries must understand this, and
women themselves must understand it. It
is not, of course, only a task for women. It
is a task for the whole society!

But no one need be frightened because
women’s equality in society is being
discussed, although some were frightened
when the discussion of the Family Code
draft was launched. And Blas explained
to us here the many conversations he has
had with certain men comrades who
didn't understand, and he summed up his
ideas with a beautiful argument that
man's happiness was not possible without
woman's happiness.

And we don't see why anyone should be
frightened, because what should really
frighten us as revolutionaries is that we
have to admit the reality that women still
do not have absolute equality in Cuban
society. What must concern us as
revolutionaries is that the work of the
revolution is not yet complete.

Of course, in this lack of equality, in this
lack of full integration, as | said, there are
objective factors and there are subjective
factors. Naturally, everything l.h.ut
prevents the incorporation of women into
work makes this process of integration
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difficult, makes this process of achieving
full equality difficult. And you have seen
that precisely when women are
incorporated into work, when women stop
performing the traditional and historical
activities, is when these problems begin to
show up.

In conversation with some of the
delegates to this congress, they expressed
their great satisfaction and joy that,
during these days of the congress, many of
their husbands had remained at home
taking care of the children so that they
could come to the congress. It is
unquestionable that if those women had
not been integrated into the Federation
and had not carried out this work, if they
had not been revolutionary militants and
had not been participating in this
congress, such a problem never would
have arisen in their homes, and the
opportunity for those husbands to become
aware of such a necessity and of such
duties would never even have existed.

Among the objective factors that still
women’s incorporation into
education and work, some were pointed
out here, such as the lack of sufficient day-
care centres, of sufficient semi-boarding
schools, of sufficient boarding schools,
problems concerning the hours in which
the schools function, to which we can add
such factors as the lack of sufficient jobs
for women throughout the country and, of
ﬁnumei l‘the' lefaclt that many women do not
ave the level of gualificati
productive work. g S

In this area, as far as the day-ca
centres and education are cnncemedy. ov:
and be‘yomi the great efforts that the
revolution has already made, during the
next few years - and particularly in the
next five years, from '76 to '80 . a still
greater effort will be made in the first
place, to satisfy the growing educational
uegﬁgofourpeopleandatthesameﬁmebn
facilitate the incorporation of women intg

The present-day capacity of da
- centres is approximately 50, e

considered, apart from those the
minibrigades construct in order to
increase the capacity up to 150,000
children. That is, three times the capacity
we now have.

We are also proposing to construct 400
semiboarding schools for 300 pupils each,
or the equivalent, in order to increase the
capacity by 120,000 children; to construct
no less than a thousand high schools with
a capacity of more than half a million
additional boarding school students.

Special attention will also be given to a
type of school that you know is very
important, the social schools for pupils
with certain problems. The proposal is to
build eapacity for 40,000 new pupils in this
type of special education.

At the same time, the revolution will
continue developing the public health
sector in the next few years: 49 new
hospitals, 110 polyclinics, 19 dental
clinics, 51 homes for the aged, and 16
homes for the disabled will be built
throughout the country.

Th_e total investment in education and
public health in the next five years will be
approximately 1650 million pesos.

We believe this is good news for the
members of the Federation. And it does
not mean starting something new, but
rather Increasing the rhythm of what is
now being built, because more than 180
high schools accommodating 500

tud i i
;el; lfnl:s each are now being built per

The hospital construction program is
moving ahead; the firgt briga‘:iesg;ur the
construction of day-care centres have also
z wlels : ;rgﬂued. And  the brigades
i ¥ 1o construct the 400 day-care
o sl:;nﬂammed and .tu‘construct the
Pt of 8, the p91y011n1cs. the homes

ki séht;z;‘.:e:tm&bledgnd the semi-
: e pri

those hrs_g:adns tha_t are nf.il:: ﬁfiﬁgl,eﬁi

s m::f:‘nn_:ed_ beginning in 1975. This

; :n ur;nthprog.reas_ and we are
fﬂmwyﬁd. at it will be carried

LEFT REVIEW
: MARCH-APRIL 1975,

EDUCATION
AND PUBLIC HEALTH

During the discussion we could
appreciate the enormous importance that
you attach to these problems and
especially to the problems of education. It
can be said that a large part of the
discussion in the Congress revolved
around these questions. Yetin the fields of
education and public health our country
already occupies first place among all the
countries of Latin America.

It is precisely in the last years that it has
been possible to provide a greatimpulse to
school construction. And there were not
enough installations nor enough cadres,
nor enough teachers.

And we are really just beginning. The
Minister of Public Health explained what
the infant mortality rate is now: 27.4 per
thousand live births. In Brazil where
there aren’t even mortality statistics itis
estimated that it may be between 150 and
200. And unfortunately this is what takes
place in many other Latin-American
countries. This means that, for every
infant that dies in Cuba, four, five, six or
seven infants die in other countries of
Latin America. The same is true of many
other problems: mortality at other ages -
because we are talking about mortality in
the first year of birth. medical care in
general, education.

The Minister of Education explained
the figures that reflect the progress .Of
education in Cuba: all children enrolled in
schools, the growing number of those
graduating from the sixth g'rade and the
explosion we are already having at the
high school level, with the reaqlt that a!l
the construction we're building aren’t
enough.

But now in the years to come the
problem will be not only the number of
children studying, but also the qu\IJt}' _nf
our education. And our education will
improve in quality year by year, with the
new system that is being projected and
with ti](‘ growing number nf_\oupg people
studying to be teachers and joining the
Pedagogical Detachment.

I have said all this, speaking of the
objective factors that hinder the
integration of women, referring to
schools, hospitals, etc. And I really simply
wanted to express to you the ideas and the
projects related to the solution of these
problems.

The question has been raised here as to
whether the same measures were being
applied to the junior high schools in the
countryside as to the semiboarding
schools with respect to the children of
working mothers, and actually there are
some regions where all the pupils, all of
them, are now in the junior highs in the
countryside, all the pupils of that level.
There are various regions in the country
where of course this problem no longer
exists because all the young people are
taken care of.

The Minister of Education explained
the factors that hinder this, taking into
consideration the objective of having not
a single youth without a corresponding
high school, not one 6th-grade graduate
who does not go on to a higher level: the
same principle for the difficulties involved
can be applied to these schools as well. But
we believe that, even so, something can
still be done to favor the children of
working mothers, high school students in
certain regions, in certain provinces;
because many times they take out a
complete school in order to put a primary
school there, for example, and they have
to find locations for those pupils in any
case.

But this proposal was just a proposal;
that is the aspiration expressed here by
some comrade delegates and at the same
time it is also only fair that the M:r_ustr)_r (-
difficulties be taken into account since its
number one problem is to make gl] t}:ne
changes and combinations pussﬂ)le in
order to achieve the objective of havingno
sth-grade graduate left without a school.

We also believe that, in the long run, the
question of auxiliary teachers will have Fo
be solved. We believe that the country will
have to face up to the ‘r\ef:essity of
employing a specific number of comrades
in this task and that it will be necessary to
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analyse the economic aspects and also the
facilities that those auxiliary teachers
must be given.

Given that there are presently close to
600,000 working women, and 250,000
more are to be incorporated in the next five
years, there will be no other solution than
to attack those problems related to the
hour that the primary schools and the
semiboarding schools begin to function,
and the problems of Saturdays.

The question of vacations was also
raised. And we believe that the country
has the resources to deal with this problem
of summer vacations, since we are
building hundreds of junior high schools
in the countryside, and those installations
could algo be used for vacation plans.
They are magnificent installations, and
we are analysing the possibilities of using
them during the summer for vacation
plans.

Many of these problems that ou have
raised here can be solved withs;rhat we
already have today. And in the long run,
’n]] these . Questions that hinder the
Incorporation of women into work, as the
most certain way for the advancement of
(')ubnn‘w::men along the road of their own
hhgm!mn; we will overcome all these
objective difficulties sooner or later.

There are others that w 4

€ eren
mentioned, atleastin the discussion at the
ess, aukch as questions relating to

1 , ele. etc. But we will o
solving these material difficulties, i

And now there remain the
: ther
¢ ilties we mentioned before: thosz f
ﬂlﬁnelwechmacter And what are th?m:
ﬂn_u_lqimu dlali‘.h:]::illlqlea?‘The problem of an
ﬂﬂm' , Of ; abits, of old concepts,

re are administrators, for exa
-M“_ ver they can, will give a ;.'f,'l;;
ey than to @ woman, for 5

is that women are discriminated againast,
in terms of job opportunities.

One day, Resolution 47 was decreed,
which froze a number of positions, certain
positions, to be filled only by women.
Later, that question was analysed in the
Workers' Congress and it was proposed
that Resolution 47 be abolished and at the
game time, that Resolution 48 which
prohibited women from taking certain
jobs, be studied more deeply.

In any case, this problem must be
attacked, if not in the form of freezing
these jobs which has raised certain
difficulties, because many times the
skilled female personnel for the job didn't
turn up, at least in job slotting in work
centres, the positions in which women will
be given preference must be noted; and in
every new industry, every new work
centre, these job slots must be noted. And
the Party, the workers' organisations, the
mass organisations and public
administration, in judging the efficiency
of those work centres, must take into
account whether the job slottings that
give preference to women are really, in
effect, occupied by women.

And in every new factory built in any
Cuban town, it must now be indicated
w}mt wml-k is to be given to women so th ere
will be time enough to proceed with the
selection and training of those women,

The rules and policy of the Party and of
the_magu Organisations must be careful to
$mntam an_d insure the conditions for
Y omen to he}ncorporated into work. First,
;&;:[:i q:f.nﬁnn of elemental justice; and

»1t18 an imperative necessity ¢;f the
m::hun. 1: l;; demand of our economic
pmien ause at i
n:mle s i!ume e nosume point, the
simply will not bhe enough

And fo it is ne
J :n t::t reason it is necessary to

tent ;
mentality _ of nt battle against that

the Congress, you pointed out
types “hm;d B e,
‘home, to child

to old habits, And yoy
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suggested ways to overcome those
difficulties.

In the investigation that was made it
was shown that there are attitudes held by
men, negative attitudes, and that there
are also negative attitudes held by some
women, and that this requires a special
educational effort.

We believe that this struggle against the
discrimination of women, this struggle for
women’s equality and for women's
integration, must be carried out by the
whole society. And it is the task of our
Party, in the first place, and it is the task
of our educational institutions and of all
our mass organisations,

We were very pleased by the statements
made here in the name of our youth, and
how they committed themselves to wage
the battle to overcome prejudices and the
mentality that still exists. Perhaps these
subjective factors imply an even greater
struggle than the objective elements.
Because with the development of our
economy, we will overcome the material
difficulties and one day we will all have
the day-care centres we need, and we will
have all the semiboarding schools we
need, and all the boarding schools we
need, and all the services we need.

But we still have to ask ourselves when
we will eradicate the age-old ways of
thinking, when we will defeat all those
prejudices. Of course, we have no doubt
that those prejudices will be defeated. It
also seemed very difficult to overcome the
concepts on property that existed in our
society before the revolution. It was
impnslsiblt to conceive of life \vxthugt
private property. And today it really isn’t
possible to conceive of life without
socialist ownership of the means of
production.

But many habits remain from the 1imgs
when women were also property within
society. And these ways of thinking have
to be eradicated. And we understand that
the Family Code itself, which has
produced :;0 much discus;inn. is an
important legal and educational tool 13
helping to overcome those habits an

those prejudices.

But in order to achieve those objectives
women and men must struggle together,
women and men have to become seriously
and profoundly aware of the problem
They have to wage that battle together.
And we are certain that it will be waged
and that it will be won! And we believe
that you are also certain of that. And the
agreements of this Congress will be
magnificent tools in that struggle.

One of the things that our revolution
will be judged by in future years i1s how we
have solved women's problems in our
society and in our homeland, even though
that is one of the revolution’s problems
that demands more tenacity, more
firmness, more constancy and more effort.

On the question of prejudice, we told you
once what happened in the Sierra Maestra
when we began to organise the “Mariana
Grajales” platoon, and the real resistance
we encountered to theideas of arming that
women's unit, which reminds us how
much more backward we were a few years
ago. Some men believed that women
weren't capable of fighting. But the unit
was organised, and the women fought
excellently, with all the bravery that the
most valiant of our soldiers could have
shown.

Nor was that the first time in history
that this occurred. In the undergmupd
struggle women carried out an infinite
number of tasks that, on occasion, placed
them in greater danger than the dangers
on the front line. And during World War
11, during the fascist aggression against
the Soviet Union, thousands E:f women
fought in anti-aircraft units, in ﬁghfer
and bomber planes and even , with
guerrillas, and at the front. But still the
old prejudices seek to impose themselves.

Nature made woman physically weaker
than man, but it did not make her morally
and intellectually inferior to man. Anfi
human society has the duty to prevent this
difference in physical strength fr!:m
pecoming a cause for discrimination
against women. This is precisely the duty
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of human society: to establish the norms
of coexistence and justice for all.

Of course, the exploiting societies, the
class societies exploit women,
discriminate against them and make
them victims of the system. Socialist
society must eradicate every form of
diserimination against women and every
form of injustice and discrimination.

But women also have other functions in
society. Women are nature's workshop
where life is formed. They are the creators
par excellence of the human being. And I
say this because, instead of being the
object of discrimination and inequality,
women deserve special consideration
from society.

I mention this point because there is
something that we must bear very much
in mind: that the struggle for women’s
security and full integration into society
must never be converted into lack of
consideration for women; it never means
the loss of habits of respect that every
woman deserves. Because there are some
who confuse equality with rudeness.

And if women are physically weaker, if
women must be mothers, if on top of their
social obligations, if on top of their work,
they carry the weight of reproduction and
child-bearing, of giving birth to every
human being who enters the world, and if
they. bear the physical and biological
namﬁ_mels that those functions bring with
them, itis just that women should begiven
all the respect and all the consideration
they deserve in society.

If there is to be any privilege i
society, if t.l-{ere is to bg any xfequllgll:::a mn
human society, there must be certain
small ‘pnvilegea and certain smal]
inequalities in favor of women, Andlsa
this clearly and frankly, because there ari

some men who believe they're not pb]i

to give their seat on the hug toa m:‘;l;g«:i
woman, or to an old Waman, or to a little
girl, or to a woman of any age who gets on

have towards others: on a bus, ip
productive work, on the truck, others
always have to be given special
consideration, for one reason or another,

It is true with women and must be so
with women because they are physically
weaker and because they have tasks and
functions and human responsibilities that
man does not have,

It would be very sad if, with the
revolution, there wasn't even the
recollection of what certain men in
bourgeois society did out of bourgeois or
feudal chivalry. And instead of bourgeois
or feudal chivalry, there must exist
proletarian chivalry, proletarian
courtesy, proletarian manners and
proletarian consideration of women.

And I say this with the certainty that
the people understand it and share it, with
the certainty that every mother and every
father would like their son to be a
chivalrous proletarian, that type of man
who is respectful of women and
considerate of women, capable of making
a small sacrifice that dishonors no man

:1..11. on the contrary exalts and elevates
im,

And here, at the closing of this
Congress, in which the question of the
E:truggle for women’s equality and
integration has become the centre of

uban_ women's political and
revolu!mnary activity for future years, |
say this so that one thing isn’t confused

?ed:ih the other, I am saying what I really

ve‘:l::_il vls"e cor}stfantly Tun up against even
'a% iinguistic forms of discrimination
against women. The comrade who spoke
ere in the name of the workers, Agapito

Egun?;zz;g spoke';1 of the discriminatory
used. ;
bk abnuy And we must be careful

t this. Because gometi
. mes we
::e a_ ls‘lngun that seems Very pretty, that
ys: “Woman must he man's comrade’;

the bus. Just ag I also understand j b“mnt g vl
. Ju 21 - might also say: “Man st b
x&?ﬁm ofany youth to give his sai:t! e e
an old man,
There is the lingyi i
. : . ; Buistic habit of always
ﬂhathmvf&ehaﬂeaﬁsiﬂmwe i?l: M G the centre and this 3‘1'5
‘ : quality, it reflects habitg of thinking,
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although language is the least important
in the final analysis, words are the least
important. There are times when words
remind us of something in the past
although they no longer have that
meaning. Deeds are what are really
important. g

The revolution’s force lies in the
proximity, in the identification between
the masses and the government, between
the masses and the state, between the
masses and authority. This is what gives
the revolution an invincible force, because
the masses see in everything - in the state,
in the government - something that is
theirs; not someone else’s, nat a foreign
thing or a strange thing. And no leader
can view positions, functions, authority
as his own. (But in any case, it has been
highly flattering for us to see how our
guests have commented about the form
and character of the Congress.)

We are gratified to see the force the
revolution has in women; we are gratified
to confirm the revolutionary quality
Cuban women, their self-sacr
discipline and enthusiasm, their passion
for the revolution, for just ideas, for the
just cause of Cuban women
demonstrating their virtues which - as we
have said on other occasions - are virtues
demanded of the revolutionary militant
and that women have to a very high
degree. And so we believe that our party
must draw more from that force, that our
state must draw more from that force, that
our apparatus of production must draw
more from that force.

The revolution has in Cuban women
today a true army, an impressive political
force. And that is why we say that the
vevolution is simply invincible. Because
when women acquire thatlevel of political
culture and revolutionary militancy 1t
means that the country has made a very
great political leap, that our people have

developed  extraordinarily, that our
country’'s march toward the future mnll
be stui}prd by anyone. That things will
only be better all the time that things will

only be superior all the time. And that is

why  revolution is so strong; i
its mass organisations, because of the

because of

people’s  political consciousness, and
because of its vanguard Party.

And our country is doing well Going
ghead, going well and work on all frontsis
improving. And this contribution you
have made is a help, it is an aid that has
an important material significance. Butit
has a still greater importance from a
moral point of view. This is what is called
political consciousness. This is what is
called ideological depth. And after this,
who 1s going to deceive us? Who is going to
tell us stories? Who is going to detour us?
No one.

And every year that passes will be
better. Every year that passes we will
have a more educated, more aware, more
revolutionary and more internationalist
people.

So these are the impressions we take
from this historical Congress. We think
that you are also happy, that you are
satisfied, that you are proud of the
Congress. I can tell you that our Party is
also proud of the Congress, is satisfied
with the Congress.

Sometimes you say that you have
learned from us, but the reality is that we
have learned much more from you, we
have learned much more from the people,
from the masses. Because they always
renew and fortify our confidence, our
faith, our revolutionary enthusiasm. You
help to educate us, and when I say us, [
speak not only as leader of the Party, I
also speak as a man. You help us all, all
men, all revolutionaries, to have a clearer
awareness of these problems. And you
help the Party and you help the leader? of
the revolution; a Party in which Lh_ere isa
very high percentage of men in the
lca(-it*rship, a government in which thelte
is a very high percentage of men, sothatit
might seem to be a party of men and a
state of men and a government of men.
The day has to come when we have a party
of men and women, and a leadership of
men and women, and a state of men and
women, and a government of men and
women. And 1 believe that all the
comrades are aware that this is a
necessity of the revolution, of society and

of history.



FAMILY PATTERNS
MAGDALENA SOKOLOWSKA

This article, reprinted from Polish Perspectives {Vol. XVI, No. 4) is hased on statistics and surveys
mnduudpn‘a'rtumpualuumn in 1973, In the following years, further changes may have taken place in the
evolution of the family and the position of women in Polish society.

In Poland there is a striking
disproportion between the tremendous
changes that have occurred in the roles of
men and women in public life and those
they play in the home and family. The
revolution has transformed relations
between social classes but not between
members of the family, an area, where
change is much slower. While the gainful
employment of married women has long
become accepted as matier-of-course,
rational distribution of household chores
has not yet been so socially legitimized.
Many husbands and wives are still
attached to the traditional models of
relationships between spouses, parents
and children, to a patriarchal pattern of
authority within the family - with its
equally traditional division of duties, Yet
the socio-economic base, which once
provided a sufficient justification for such
models, has undergone a radical change.
_ln the new situation, in which the Wwoman
15 a second breadwinner, a re-casting of
the roles of husband-cum-father and wife-
cum-mother has become of the essence.
There is some evidence for believing that
such a development is already taking
place in this country.

The f_act that women have become the
cu—prnwc!ers has radically modified the
old t;eﬁmtion of *head of the family’. In the
Naz::at Census of 1970, the instructions
18sued to the census-takers specified

-tak th;
‘the head of the family is the earner of tl?;

whole or the greater part of the livelj
: I
of a given hm:nsghold. Where eer: :lr]il :\l:rg
mou:hyg?xjmg it in quball degree, the
responsible for j¢
management should 4
S s ol be regarded ag the

The followi i

£k of st i s 0
. youth journal Filipinja:
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be like that of your father to your mother?
More than a half said No.

The girls do not accept a family model in
which the mother is a ‘skivvy’, expected to
look after the household and the children
all by herself. Anideal husband is a father
who ‘does the cleaning and the washing
up, goes for awalk with the children, helps
them solve their crossword puzzles, and so
on.’ An ideal home is one in which all
worries are shared and all decisions taken
jointly. It seems clear from these answers
that the up-coming generation of young
women is beginning to absorb a new
model of family life based on friendship,
comradeship and equal partnership in
everything. The views of young men are
on the whole similar, The statement made
by a 26-year-old arts graduate in a poll
oon.duct.ed by the daily Zycie Warszawy
entitled ‘Man and Wife’ seems revealing.

‘They begin their married lives from the
same m_ark, equal in education, age, jobs,
everything. In time he moves ahead, is
promoted, gets extra training, goes
abroad. She is stuck at home, bears
Ehllt.iren_ + does all sorts of chores, although
she is still bringing money home. He is on
the rise, she on the downgrade. Why?
Nﬂf‘,‘»‘ral inequality of the sexes? Go on. |
don't want to do the dirt on my girl, 1 d(n;’t
want her seeking peace of mind, as my
mather did, in church or in novels or the
cinema, I won't let my wife ever feel
Vvictimized on account of being a woman .;

HOUSEHOLD CHORES

Studies of time b
¥ ) udgets conducted in
Yariaus socialist (and not only socialist)

;:I:El:ries Invariably reveal that the total

Dllfaidir :ﬁ clllqur:hworked by women (both
in is hi

i 4 :. home) is higher than

w len. As a consequence
cumhm;: l_ega time to spare for study,
e ;c Vities, sports, social life and
e orms of entertainment. From a

1 ' Survey carried out in Poland in
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1964-68 it is evident that as many as 54.5
per cent of all gainfully employed women
in towns have no one to help them in the
household. The rest are given a hand by
their husbands (22.3 per cent); mothers or
mothers-inlaw (10.7 per cent); older
children (4.5 per cent); other members of
the family (1.6 per cent); strangers (1.1 per
cent); and others (5.3 per cent). Only 0.9
per cent have no household duties. These
data show how slow is the process of
reorganizing the household by a more
rational division of labour within the
family, a greater modernization of
everyday life and transfer of certain
traditional duties to service centres
outside the home. The same investigation
has shown that although the woman's
financial contribution to the family
hudget is relatively high (the husband’s
earnings are seldom more than 600 zlotys
higher than the wife’s, and 22 per cent of
the women earn as much as, or more than
their husbands), the greatest part of
household duties is still the responsibility
of women. In most families the wife does
the shopping, cooks the meals, does the
washing up and ironing, and above all-in
75 per cent of families - takes exclusive
care of the children. When asked what
could make it easier for them to fulfil these
duties, most women said, better housing.
housing.(l).

Sociologist J. Piotrowski believes that
apart from all the external impediments
to the rationalization of life in the
household, the family itself is markedly
unenterprising on this score. No attempts
are made, for example, to shift the time of
the main meal to the evening (and thus
adjust it to the structure of the wrgrkmg
day in Poland) or, even when pracm'u'ble.
to give up laundrying at home, etc. II‘h‘e
network of services is inadequate, 1t 18
true, but so too is the family's readiness to
change its habits. What is partm\_llurl_v
perplexing is the fact t.hult older (‘hl]drel}
do practically nothing in the way o
housework, What is more, despite lthe
unanimous view that boy.s and. g)rl_s
should be brought up identically in th{:s
respect, the chores, if any, fall GE the
latter. The most thatisexpected_of.a oy 18
garbage removal, but even this 18 hmore
often done by mothers or even fathers.

Though minor repairs remain the man's
chief province, they are heginning to help
with the washing up, housecleaning, ete. -
although even this is not a matter of
relieving their wives but only of ‘giving
them a hand.’

The younger the married couple the
greater the husband’'s assistance in the
home. In many such householdsitis passe
to say ‘'my husband helps’, which has been
replaced by phrases like ‘my husband
participates’ or ‘shares the responsibility.’
This applies above all to the care and
raising of the children, particularly older
ones, an area where the father's
contribution is growing quickly, and heis
playing a fa. more prominent partin such
things as contacts with the child’s school,
play, exercise, visits to the theatre or
cinema.

The findings of this national survey
seem to show that women with a more
advanced education and an outside job
tend on the whole to cope with their
household obligations better than ones
who are solely ‘housewives’. They are
likely to display more initiative over
rationalizing these duties - largely
because they have that much less time in
which to squeeze them in.

CHANGES IN THE FATHER'S
ROLE

In a set of anonymous essays on ‘How I
Feel at Home' written by 150 boys and
girls aged 12-14 from a Warsaw school a
revealing emphasis was placed on ‘both
parents’. There was also a great deal
about their jobs, all of it, as it happens,
approving. Only one boy said he'd sooner
his mother didn’t go out to wogk. 'F!le
others took both parents wnrkmg for
granted, their only reservation I?emg a
wish that they could get home earlier, ].ess
tired and out of sorts and have more ime
for the family. These chi{dren saw no
reason why fathers couldn’t do many of
the household chores equally well. Na_:-r do
they associate upbringing exclusively
with their mothers; on the contrary, the'_v
often place a higher value on their father's
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help and advice, his contacts with their
school etc. This ties in with the 1964-68
survey which revealed that marginally
more husbands of working mothers
played a positive part in the raising of the
children.

The traditional stereotype of the father
had him doing little more than providing
the family's livelihood and punishing the
children. For certain segments of society,
‘a good husband and father’ still means a
man who does not drink or make scenes,
and brings home his pay packet. If for
good measure he also helps his wife with
odd jobs around the house, he is also a
veritable paragon. It is a formula which
says little or nothing about his role in the
upbringing of the children. In the past, all
major decisions affecting them were his as
of legal right; today, they are expected to
be taken jointly, but instead, they are
liable to become the sole domain of the
mother. The Soviet sociologist A. G.
ﬂalnghe\rtzj writes that in many Soviet
families there is a total absence of
pnf.ernfll care: the father ‘lives in’ but
takes ]{ttle or no partin the upbringing of
the children (a phenomenon known in
Poland as ‘dad behind the newspaper’),
Kharch_ev thinks that both parents are
essential to the child's proper
development; the role of the father and the
mother is not identical, he adds, since
there can be no doubt about the ‘otherness’
of the male and the female psyche, but
:ot:l ::mlexclusively paternal and an

xclusively maternal upbringi
considered inoomp]el.e_pbnngmg et

Thenew!&atuaofwumeni i

freein

of the stresses, realized o: unreslz:;

m{;&rgble from being the family's sole’

i r;l::r;er.(!nnaeg:lently, there g
new

father in whichmlt;e t:i::eilusbnndand

‘Fatherhood as a social role in our age i
only now being rewritten by history .. A,
answer is slowly taking shape to the
question: is the modern male a family
creature? Yes, to the extent that heis up to
performing an individualized, creative
role as father and sees it as a chance of
self-affirmation and a source of new
values ... The father should not be g
“mother’s help” in the family, but ahove
all a partner by reason of his different sex,
something, in other words, that is
incommensurable and irreplaceable in its
distinetness and indispensability.’

NEW FAMILY PATTERNS

Changes in approach to the roles of
husband and wife are quickest in urban
families, among men and women with a
relatively high standard of education.
These transformations will no doubt
spread with the levelling of the life-styles
of the various sections of the population,

One instance of these processes has
been supplied by a study of a group of
married couples, living and working in
Warsaw: in which both husband and wife
are qualified engineers.(3) They reveal the
existence of genuine partnership reflected
10 a more equitable division of household
duties, joint child-rearing shared holidays
and eptertginments, ete. An important
‘place in tl}en- relationships is occupied by
shop talk’ and mutual assistance in their
work. ll\‘[one of the Wives contemplates the
possibility of Eiving up her job, since they
regard a career to be just as much part and

ﬁfﬁm";m‘ & Woman today as having

A similar picture o
mer; fr.
Mndu_l 1by 3K dai) ges from a poll
(I967) in which a
respondents were

ly Zycie Warszawy
la.rge number of the

involved in runnin,

Pt Lo ga hnusahpld. The way
ples handle chores like washing,

B, cooking, shopping, looking
etc_., affords grounds

will gradually disappear in the future and
women’'s monopoly of nappies and the
pots and pans will eventually become a
thing of the past.

LESS CHILDREN

The principal spur to the process of
change within the family is the gainful
employment of women. For its part the
factor chiefly responsible for reducing the
family obligations of married women at
home and thereby enabling them to
pursue a career is a drop in child-bearing.
A smaller maternal work-load is a crucial
element in dovetailing the demands of the
home and employment.

In country as well as town the child-

bearing rate is declining, though more
pronouncedly in the cities. Large families
are disappearing. In 1968, of all women
with children under sixteen, 36 per cent
had one, 32.8 per cent two, 18 per cent
three, and only 13.1 four. During the past
fifteen years there has been a considerable
decrease in the number of women bearing
three or more children - 32.5 per cent in
1968 as compared to 42.4 per centin 1955.
In big cities families of one or two are
becoming the rule; and the evidence of all
surveys seems to be that two is regarded
as the ideal number of children for a
family, rural or urban.

There are very few new mothers in the
over-35 bracket. By the age of 30, in fact,
most women have borne all the children
they are likely to have and can lan
forward to some 40 more years of life,
since their average expectation in Poland
is now 72.8 years.

Over the last fifteen years natural
increase in Poland has been gn;a_tl_v
reduced - from 19.5 per thousand in 1855 to
8.5 in 1971 The same is true of the average

fertility of women. In 1955, there were 111

births per 1,000 women between the ages
of 15 and 49, while in 1969 the_ ratio was
only 63. This drop is found in u_ll age
groups, but it is most pronounced in tht‘
older ones, which means an \‘L\I’]lel‘
termination of child-hearing I! 15 \‘h1l>ﬂ:\
due to the smaller size of families: there

has been an insignificant decline in the
number of first births but a considerable
one in that of second or third children.
Similar trends can be observed in other
central and east European countries, and
in Europe generally. In Poland it was a
relatively sudden development, and
demographers, doctors, statisticians,
planners and social policy-makers are
trying to puzzle out what caused so rapid
and radical a change and what kind of
population policy should be followed in
the near and more remote future. The
discussion centres on drawing up a family
model which would encourage less
rigorous control of fertility, in other words
on devising an effective pronatalist
programme. Most demographers and
many journalists are in favour of such a
programme, although they differ on
points of detail; others are sceptieal.

One of the teatures of debates about the
size of families is that they soon extend to
the subject of the role of women, with
particular reference to their gainful
employment. This has been a fiercely
vexed issue since certain commentators
maintain that the goals of population
policy are hard or even impossible to
reconcile with professional aspirations -
and accordingly call for a restriction of
women’s employment.

In Poland the gainful employment of
women is not the decisive curb on the size
of the family. Differences in the fecundity
of working and non-working women are
insignificant: in a representative sample
of 100 working women in towns (between
the ages of 21-47 years) there were 246
children, in a similar sample of non-
working women, 257 children.

In western Europe there are basic
differences in the influence of education
on the number of children. Less
education, more children isa pattern that
seems to be on the decline; mdeen_:l, more
and more often a woman with a Emlvermty
degree has two or threee chlldren. In
central and east European countries such
a change has not yet been noted. In a
Polish family in which either husband or
wife is a graduate the average numbey of
births is 1.5, and there still remains a wide
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SPANISH COMMUNISTS

AND THE

LIBERATION OF WOMEN

: The impact of the movement for the
liberation of women was discussed in a
meeting of West European Communist
Parties held in Rome recently. This
extract from a contribution of the
Communist Party of Spain, concerns the
ideological struggle in the labor
movement on this question. The earlier
part of the speech dealt with concrete
experiences of struggle.

K

There are times when we are forced into
the realisation that we are held back by
old conceptions and habits, but these
setbacks only help to make us more aware
of the problems of women in our society.
With the thrust of the struggle and its
most immediate claims we must include
‘the more general prospects of the fight on
the part of women for complete equality. A
movement exists today, but without doubt
it will be larger tomorrow when in
democratic conditions it will be easier to
‘broaden the consciousness of women to
ally put an end to the discrimination
have suffered, often camouflaged by

the myths of the supposed “guality” of
women.

With regard to the ideological debate
necessary to solve these problems, the
Communist Party of Spain has
confronted it openly and boldly, and
without fear of recognising and
denouncing the aspects which, between
ourselves, must be modified.

At our last Congress, the Secretary
General of our Party, Santiago Carrillo,
declared in a document of the Central
Committee, approved by the Congress - “If
we Communists must turn 180 degrees to
accomplish a goal, I believe it is in respect
to the attitude to women for even amongst
the most generous, advanced and
dedicated comrades, a reactionary
attitude is often encountered. We must call
this by its real name. Itis against women
and their actual role in life and society.”
Why a turn of 180 degrees? It is because
the possibility for an improved status for
women is limited not only by the obstacles
of capitalism, which oppose
improvement, but by a whole series of
obstacles and discriminations. These fi




expression both in respect to women at
work and at home, within the family.
They are reinforced by a long, very long,
tradition. This exploitation has roots that
are pre-capitalist, but have been used to
the depths by capitalism for the super-
exploitation of women in the most
scandalous way.

On the ideological plane the oppression
of women stems from education and
childhood. A woman is conditioned from
when she is a baby to accept an inferior
role. The most brutal discrimination, seen
through marxist eyes, is the series of ideas
that legitimise the “double morality” in
the usual way, that man is the superior
being.

We examine this problem with an open
debate in the party and with the masses,
not because we are under the illusion that
the problems will be resolved simply by
discussing them. On the contrary. We
know very well that in Spain our ideas
have a small audience. No words are
spoken of the emancipation of women
either for individuals or groups. We must
therefore give an answer which is both
mv_oluﬁonary and truthful, an answer
which the young understand, in either
words a communist answer.

“_'g confront this matter because it is
politically necessary for us in the struggle
for democracy today and tomorrow to
consolidate that democracy, to uplift
women both socially ang politically in the
advance towards socialism. Women
constitute half our population, half of
humanity.

In the present economic crisis, and not
onig th_e economic one, all resulting from
,o it _hecomes increnaingly

necessary to mobilise the immenge female
masses. In Spain today our main object ig
the_ struggle against the cost of living,
%qmﬂ:eeentmofnuuh’ugnlehwardu
lmh.mul strike, and together with the
ahummv? thhcnl path fixed by the
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for democracy and progress, it i
necessary that the Party shall be moye
and more avant-garde.

In the ideological debate and Eoing
deeper into the debate, we should look at 5
few of the general lines outlined by Marx
and Engels which, for certain historica)
reasons, we have not always sufficient]y
taken into account. We are in a periog
when there is a major growth in the
strength of the party. Even though it is
known that we are not legal, working
people and students come to us in large
numbers and an important point is that
many of these people are women. We
consider that in strengthening the party,
we must reflect in our committees and
responsible positions, a far greater
number of women. We have obtained some
results, for example, in the Young
Communists and student organisations,
the percentage of women is high and in
some instances higher than that of men,
But then, when a woman marries, it
becomes difficult for her to bein a position
of leadership. Sometimes a communist
husband constitutes the obstacle. We
must overcome these difficulties for we are
the party of liberation of the working
classes and all humanity. We must never
forget, therefore, that we must also be the
party of the liberation of women,

In the past all dominant classes have
accepted and aggravated the inferior
Position of women. The workers and
communists say - No More!

One of the dimensiunq of our historical

and revolutionary role i5 to achi
t chieve the
complete equality of woman with man, We

""":ll'\ Present the image of the new
Woman; Woman of tomorrow; the

Woman af-unt‘;lly eaual with man in hoth

ione . Political life, in
relnhnt;a%ﬁ cmqlture, and in the art:_e;;?s]
s BIVe a superior quali to all
Uman relationg i, the society lig;:rat:}d
t exploitation .
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VIETNAM:

A VIEW OF HUMAN NATURE

TOM HAYDEN

Maost visitors to North Vietnam return
deeply impressed with the society !.hey have
seen, The Vietnamese revolutionaries seem
epic in their achievements, legendary already
in their moral stature. “‘Cur struggle has a
sacred significance in the revcluuonaryl 1
world", an official Hanoi spokesman sgld u?l
winter 1973, They invoke an optimistic phil-
osophy about human possibl]l_tl&s wh}ch
many Westerners would label impossibly
romantic.

An ahridged version u,l':n_x. article b_\': ([h:nrr;'rn.i‘
States anti-war activist, rr“l.ﬂfﬂfn::”u )
Indochina Peace Campaign, Califa g

A REVOLUTION WHICH CLAIMS
ONLY TO SPEAK FOR ITSELF

Staries — hundreds of them - of Vietnam-
ese heroism, portray the Vietnamese as such
extraordinary people that a problem of .cmd'
ibility arises. American travellers returning
from Hanoi find the Vietnamese hard to ex-
plain even to their friends, a{ld perhaps even-
tually to themselves, Some hstenerls‘beqm to
think that the traveller from Hanoi is so em-
otionally moved by the Vietnamese (or the
US-spawned destruction they h_ave viewed)
to no longer have balance of mind. There-
fore, the traveller's opinions often are dis-_
missed or taken lightly by others with anti-
war views.
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Credibility is a historic problem with re-
gard to the stance American radicals have
taken towards revolution abroad. Political
radicals have over-identified sometimes with
the direction of another country, whether
the Soviet Union in the 1930s or China in
the 19&0s, in such a way that their word
and integrity are no longer credible, They
are not only discredited as a result, but hav-
ing over-identified with another country’s
revolution, they become disillusioned when-
the star of that country is tarnished by int-
ernal conflict or contradictory turns of
policy. In some periods this has led to even
more depression on the left than that caused
by the policies of the American government,
and thousands of people have burned out as

[ radicals in the process,

‘ One must approach the question of Viet-
. nam carefully not to repeat these patterns
l of the past,

It becomes difficult to entertain the idea
that the Vietnamese are exemplary because
one doesn't want to imply that their instit-
utions should be imported to the United
States, nor should one's future, personally
or politically, be tied to what may happen
in another country. But fortunately, Vietnam
15 oné country that makes few claims to have

€ answer to anyone’s problems but their
own. They do not issue Red Books, nor pub-
lish a Little Lenin Library in every language,
nor do they encourage the growth of polit- i

il:?l parties following their line in other coun-

In _fam, although the Vietnamese haye their
ries ‘a.nd theoreticians, much of their work
remains in the Vietnamese language. Their
P never puts forward i
they ha!re the “correct line'” f;xtnh::g:ut:]:ta S
ries, Thlll may be because, while fighting a ;
War requiring internationa] support, the Viet-
pamm.do ROt want to antagonise their var.
msa_lhfas. But it is more than a forceg moci
nty;ltmconmiou:inddeep. :

nations, the future of revolutionary move.
ments, guerrilla warfare, the role of “smaj)
nations” in the world of Great Powers, It
will help answer how powerful the “spirit

of the people” can be in the face of unpar-
alleled technological power.

All these issues are universal in scope
and will be defined by this revolution
which claims only to speak for itself,

HOW DO VIETNAMESE VIEW
AMERICA?

The Vietnamese view of human nature
and the revolutionary process determined
what they think of American saciety. Many
Americans are struck by the seenfiing simp-
licity, even naivete, in what the Vietnamese
say about America. Again and again the
Vietnamese make a distinction between the
““American people”’ and the American gov-
emment. They do not consider the Americ.
an people their enemy, but rather the bear-
ers of a progressive tradition of democracy
and national independence which the Am.
€erican government is violating,.

After all, they understand Americans
wel! enough to fight them, they are ac-
quainted with racism of both the American
and F_rem:h varieties, they have encountered

\mericans of all classes on the battlefield
Vietnamese, they have experienced
B;n Ehe part of their allies in the
VIews come from experience.
i:n \1:1’!. they say something abfu: the
i nulr.':;.r:.j people apd American government,
o1 e short-sighted to conclude that

they are
u!;ei Wrong on so fundamental a ques-.

eryE.".‘l’:a :J;atndo they: mean? This is a myst-
e f: and will be unravelled, per-
] T Many years, Already, however,
For instance, it is
ea.lrlrl,l think, mislead-
) answer to the myst-
essentially in Vietnamese L’I.lltlll‘z-t

In this vi

20 W-‘;;;t.he 4000 year tradition of
wh&mm?m' b Fg;il‘lrei:d 3 Unique set of values
_. -ﬂsﬂm’ _ tnamese resistance 1o-

Aykes, the congtang o bUlding the

ANt struggles against foreign
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invaders, the Confucian tradition of seeking
order under legitimate authority (“the man-
date of heaven") are described as the factors
which make Vietnam “special”, These histor-
ical roots are vital to understand, but they
can permit a too convenient explanation for
the American failure in Vietnam which goes
like this: since the Vietnamese are unique,

it has been impossible for any American
strategies to work there. This can mean that
American strategies will work elsewhere,
that the Vietnam war experience is not likely
to be duplicated and that there is little of
universal portent to learn from Vietnam.

A STREAM OF REACTIONARY
TRADITION

As an antidote to this thinking, it should
be pointed out that the Vietnamese have
had to struggle against a reactionary stream
of culture and tradition. They are not simply
inheritors of a revolutionary way of life, For
example, we should note that Buddhism and
Confucianism contain extremely conservat-
ive tendencies, lest we accept the notions
that Buddhist monks always have immolated
themselves in protest or that Ho Chi Minh
was simply a latter-day Confucian elder.

Buddhism rested historically on the idea,
not unfamiliar to Americans, that suffering
and oppression in the present will be over-
come in the hereafter. Buddhism projects the
transcendence of misery, If you are poor, you
have always been that way and you should
accept Buddha's grace, pass on into anolther
life and be re-incarnated, for in a later time
you may be more fortunate, That fataiif;m
of the Buddhist philosophy was convenient
to many an emperor, just as similar religious
attitudes prop up authoritarian rule today.

The same was true of Confucian teach-
ing: the Vietnamese re\loiutmnfir‘ies were
confronted with a doctrine which, as it was
transmitted, fixed people in their places. The
Confucian code, which became state doct-
rine during the feudal period, included the
principles that a man's first duty was to the
emperor, a woman's to her husband, a ;
child’s to the family. This was hardly a phil-
osaphy designed to promote unrest or

change, but one perfectly designed to ratify
the status quo,

UNIVERSAL THEMES IN VIETNAMESE
CULTURE

It is also true that they did not have to
go entirely outside these cultural traditions
to find a basis for revolution, There were
progressive aspects of Buddhism and Confue-
ianism which served to justify resistance.
But this is possible in any culture, including
ours. The progressive themes the Vietnamese
found in their tradition were universal, The
Confucian scholar and Buddhist monk had
to reconcile fidelity to the state versus fidel-
ity to the nation, charity in the hereafter
with oppression in the present. Out of these
contradictions grew desires to change society
for the better. In Confucian doctrine, for
example, was an idea of human nature that
proved to be a liberating tool, one that should
not be foreign to people in any country. It
was the idea that the great majority of people
are potentially good, the question of their
self-improvement depending only on the ley-
el of education they receive about the world
as it really is. They are surrounded by forces
that keep information from them. At the
root is a concept of virtue which appears in
Vietnamese writing down through the cent-
uries, People can become virtuous by desir-
ing to be so, by learning to be so, by sacrif-
icing to be so. You shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.

Vietnamese of many political backgrounds
have shared this view down through the twen-
tieth century. In the 1920s for instance, a text-
book on Confucian doctrine by a scholar who
would later be Vietnamese prime minister
under the occupying Japanese, included this
opinion:

“The overwhelming majority of people
become good or bad according to the
education and customs they acquire.
These average people, all of them, can
be educated. This applies to every sort
of person, in every position of society,
from every race and every country.
Everyone can be educated to be goed.
The aim of Confucianism is to educate
peaple so they become human and
devoted.”
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to socialist revolutions of this century. In
their estimate, the socialist countries, while
lacking the technological level of the capitalist
ones, still have changed the world power bal-
ance in favour of more revolution, Strength,
according to Nguyen Khach Vien, lies in “not
Just the output of steel” but is ideological
and political at its root:

“'The socialist countries have an abject-
ive impact on the evolution of the
world, because they have changed the
relationships of production, and their
very existence gives favourable cond-
itions to further liberation movements,
The “subjective” attitude of socialist
countries is very important too, but
even where something is wrong and the
“subjective” is not revolutionary, even
where there are internal difficulties,
‘we conclude our strength is greater
than the capitalist camp, although we
must fight on harder.

This requires the perfect use of the "sub-
jective', a matter of timing, strategy, organ-
isation, summarising experience, In another
of Ho's prison poems it is compared with
“Learning to Play Chess”:

*“Eyes must lock far ahead, and thoughts
be deeply pondered.

Be bold and unremitting in attack.

Give the wrong command, and two char-
iots are rendered useless,

Come the right moment, a pawn can

When analysis is finished, therefore, and
e i ot e, v
ends on h will, initiative, readiness
a struggle against the whole conservative side

~ of Vietnamese culture, a struggle American
i ! ls should find familiar, It meant

had to break out of their roles as transmitt-
molaprmiuusmunqcimclﬂtm.my
were caught up in studying the fine details
of the master language, exchanging verses
with each other, engaging in diplomatic in-
lriguec,ﬁthingtoutayamopofthawmp-
etitiveheap,whﬂn%permtohhupeuple
lived in misery, In fact their *official lang-
uage" was 5o effete and stylised that it was
impossible to employ in speaking to ordinary
peaple.

The mandarins, if they were true patriots,
had to decide that the vast majority of the
people were not the dirt they were condit-
ioned to assume, Intellectuals had to change
from thinking they were the quintessence of
Viet Iture to realising they were
nothing but educated slaves unless they linked
themselves with the people who were poor,
barefoot and never had been to Court. The in-
tellectuals had to return to their original
roots in the villages. It required changing
their lives, In the anti-French resistance, it
is told that the Vietminh had to carry certain
upper-class Vietnamese gentlemen-turned rev-
olutionaries into the jungle because they were
too delicately conditioned to walk, There
with the guerrillas they would learn how to
walk on their own.

The call for personal, in fact romantic,
decision was ch istic. A I O
of the 15th century by Nguyen Trai, an intell-
ectual who became a great military strategist,
included these lines:

“Although we have been at times strong,
Although we have been at times weak,
At no times have we lacked heroes.

Even in the military field, Americans are
likely to assume that Vietnamese are more

“natural” fighters than Westerners. It is true
that people’s war traditions go back 1o the

13th century in Vietnam. But what Americ-
mdnnmkm'-thanhh‘mﬁmhdh
be leaned through overcoming great obstac

inheri of superstitions. technok
come fear of superior and unkno
ogy through the centuriés, down even to the
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present time. In 1966, Pham Van Dong ack-
nowledged to us:

“I was very anxious and concerned
bout what would happen when two
hundred thy d American troops
came ..... It is more difficult to fight
against the United States aggressors
but the liberation movement in South
Vietnam has become stronger than we
expected, I personally could not have
expected it .... The strength of the
people is endless, Even the children
are ready. This too has made me think

Their stress on consciousness and will leads
the Vietnamese to certain views of the poten-
tial of the American people, and to attempt
to morally arouse world opinion, They often
tell visitors that, in their position, any people
would feel and react in the same way.

Early in 1966, they decided to call a War
Crimes Tribunal in Europe. They were the
first to raise the issue, going to Jean-Paul
Sartre and Bertrand Russell as individuals
they considered representative of a moral
consciousness in the West, Meanwhile in North
Vietnam wherever something is bombed, when
someone is injured or killed, there is always a
War Crimes Commission representative there
to record in exact detail what happened. They
':'lo this partly because they do not fear know-
ing about suffering. They want to know exact-
Iy what has happened so they can conguer
fear. But they also collect the information
because they believe there is such a thing as
2 court of international public opinion, a
world conscience, to which these facts can
be taken. They believe that if anyone in the
!mrld knew about these facts, they would
judge them to be war crimes,

MEETING THE “Goop" AMERICANS

In early November 1972, 1 visi
OPperative in the remote Viet-Bac s:i:nuTOD
h.lometres‘nonh of Hanoi, appmxi.mat;l 18
days after it was bombed, and where tlleY
plahadne_ver haforeuenanyﬂmm‘san -
Bve_n OUF interpreters wondered what tb:
action would be to oy Presence, il

We found that even here people accepted
the idea of a distinction between the Amer.
ican people and the government. They muyst
have been impressed, after talking so much
of this distinction, to find ‘‘democratic Am.-
ericans” arriving in their villages so soon aft.
er the bombing. But they showed no impat-
ience, no hostility. We met a barefoot old
lady, 73 years old, standing by a caved-in
house, where she still slept on a small pile
of blankets a few feet away from her pig.
What do you think of Americans, she was
asked. Amused, slight puzzlement showed
on her face and, looking at the ground, she

answered politely: “All I saw were planes in
the sky, but I knew they were Americans”.
She hadn’t grasped the proper way to ex-
press the distinctions but she wished us
well.

A POTENTIAL FOR DECENCY

Do these attitudes come easily or natur-
ally? By no means. "“We cry very much, but
we have learned to keep our pain to our-
selves”, said one cadre after taking me through
hospital wards,

Not only do the Vietnamese expect others
to see and condemn war crimes in thejr coun-
ry, they try to empathise with acts of sacrif-
ice made in their behalf by foreign friends,
for this,‘too, demonstrates, the existence of
mtgm{hgnal conscience. The clearest illust-
ration is in their memorialising of Norman
l'l’!omson, the American Quaker who burned
himself to death on the steps of the Pentagon
E 1965, Mans_r more Vietnamese know about

orman Morrison than Americans do. They
‘il':te only know about him, they study him.
iy .‘Is‘;lillt to know. all they can about his
i children in schools discuss him,
eunclleamﬁ;m Poets write about him, One song
“The flame which burned you wi

and lighee, e you will clear
many new 1

aday will come when the American

MARCH-APRIL 1975.

What was to many Americans a “psych-
otic” act was a profound act of sacrifice and
internationalism to the Vietnamese, They
certainly don't want or expect thousands of
Americans to burn themselves in protest,
but in Morrison's seemingly isolated act they
can see a potential for decency in all Amer-
icans, a set of troubles and contradictions
that cause pangs of conscience. Nothing
could be more Vietnamese in fact, than the
lines left behind by Morrison when he died:

““Life is mightier than the book that
reports it.

The most important thing in the world
is that our faith becomes living
experience.”

A COMMON RESOURCE
OF PRECIOUS MORAL POWER

Whether it is Nguyen Thai Binh's* actions
or that of Nguyen Van Troi, Hieu's peach tree
or Norman Morrison's sacrifice, the Vietnam-
ese see a common resource of precious moral
power that they try to encourage. One spokes-
man explained it this way in 1967:

‘It is a common tendency to judge actions
by their practical effect. We don't judge
things simply that way. It may be out of
romanticism. History is full of romantic
people who rise up. They know their act-
ion will be futile but their need is to ex-
press indignation.

“‘When you organise a movement, you
must try to succeed. But where individ-
uals are concerned, as when a student
stands before a gun, the probability is
that he will be killed and he may know
nothing will happen. But he must show
the rulers he opposes them, and he must
set an example for others. The history
of our struggle is that no patriotic action
is futile.”

The human spirit is important not only in
the revolutionary process but in the develop-
ment of society after state power is won. It
is @ permanently important factor in the
Vietnamese view of their future. They say
that overcoming under-development and
poverty may be an even greater problem than

waging a successful resistance. In facing this
problem they lay great emphasis on the rap-
id improvement of their scientific technique,
level of technology, management and admin-
istrative skills, but also, once again, on the
asset of human conscicusness, As our jeep
was bouncing down a rugged road in the
countryside, [ asked a Communist Party
cadre how he thought about the problems
of coping with materialist values once
Vietnam was on the road of “modern dev-
elopment"’. Twenty years from now, he
replied, they dream of a Vietnam where
people have not only their material needs
met but, he said, tapping his head for em-
phasis, “a happy mental and spiritual life",
This, he added, is a cause of concern to
them. Supposing there are some countries,
he said, which have taken the revisionist or
materialist path:

“Well, we don't have to march in their
ruts. We already are searching for new
paths, for instance in education, in love
of each other. We try to promote the
spirit of collective mastery instead of

egoism. It's difficult but possible because

mankind is always aspiring to improve.
Even those wno have been directed to-
ward the bad, it's not fatal, they can

be directed toward the good ....... i

EVEN POWS CAN CHANGE

Their attitude towards American prison-
ers also stems from their convictions about

human nature, Perhaps the Pentagon’s great-
est propaganda success of the war lay in t.he
wide public acceptance of the torture claims
by returning American POWs in M‘arch, 1973.
To the extent that any of the stories are true,

it would mean an understandable failure by

the Vietnamese to live up to their own code

when faced with Americans personally res-
ponsible for death and destruction. What

would Americans do by comparison, one re-

urned POW asked, with Vietnamese pilots
caught bombing Pittsburgh? In fact, there

were a few stories of Vietnamese guards act-

ually being upset by occasions of brutality;
one, told by an extremely hawkish Amer-
ican officer, James Mulligan, described the

quards as “‘ashamed”':
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GRAMSCI
AND THE

FACTORY COUNCILS

ALASTAIR DAVIDSON

* This is the second instalment of a two-part article.
Part One appeared in ALR No. 45.

Two thousand workers, anxious to do
something, to impose themselves on the
chaos and lack of leadership
characteristic of Turin and Haly in 1919,
met in the Fiat Brevetti works in
September and elected thirty-two
commissars, representing eleven sections
of the works, as their factory council, inan

& election which was a model of democratic
& procedure. Despite reformist warnings
y that the wrong men would be chosen to
lead the workers, the elected commissars
were all chosen from acknowledged
leaders in the organised labor movement.
Indicating, on the other hand, that the
factory council was not only a new version
of the old commissioni interne, was the
statement by one Brevetti worker that the
establishment of the factory council was
the “first step in the revolution”. (47)

It was, indeed, the first step in the
spread of factory councils, as other
workforces were inspired by the action of
the Brevetti-Fiat workers and within a
‘month the councils had spread to each of
Fiats’ forty-two divisions, and elsewhere.

“consigli di fobbrica met. It
sented thirty thousand workers. A

long program of action was drawn up,
declaring itself more than a program but
an exposition of the concepts which
informed the new organisations, and a
coming to terms with the other
institutions of the labor movement.

It started by asserting that the very
exist of the ilswasa ion of
the trade union leaders’ assertion that the
trade union was the sole organisation
giving expression to the social life of the
workers. The councils were concerned
with administering the means of
production and the men who worked them
and not with fixing the price of labor; they
had the “potential aim of preparing men,
organism and concepts through a
continuous pre-revolutionary work of
control, to ready them to replace the
bosses’ authority in the workplace, and to
place social life within a new framework."”
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accepted the councils and set up a study
group under Togliatti to examine how
they could be further developed and the
Camera del Lavoro voted full support of
the movement announcing that:

“the movement which started
spontaneously in the Turin workshops
has shown that the majority of the
workers are profoundly convinced of the
need to begin conerete work for the
communtst transformation of the
productive organism and affirms that it is
a sign of the political maturity of the
masses.’

As the representative of 100,000 workers
it demanded the extension of the councils
throughout Italy, and affirmed that they
should be used for the revolutionary
transformation of society. (55)

These triumphs of the ardinovisti only
redoubled the hatred and opposition of the
reformist trade union leaders, who saw in
the movement their own disappearance
from pre-eminence. The CGL newspaper
started a determined campaign against
the councils in December, accusing
Gramsci of anarcho-syndicalism and
adventurism. Nasty reminders of his
mistake in 1914 started to circulate.
Embittered by the pettiness of the
bureaucrats who controlled the paper,
Gramsci  replied shortly that any
discussion with them was impossible. (56)
He was forced to take an even more anti-
unionist stand, where he had always been
particularly careful to acknowledge the
contributions of unions to the labor
movement. (57)

The main object of his attack was the
“hureaucratic spirit”’ which characterised
the trade union officials and pIEV.EI'ltr?d
their recognising that there was acrisisin
the labor movement which paralleled that
in the whole country. This crisis he
typified as one of “power an_d
sovereignty”’ - who should rule - and it
determined developments in the whole
~ socialist movement.

Lt

this situation, where the question
one of where ultimate power ]B]." thel
s felt that “ ‘their’ organisationa

complex has become such an enormous
apparatus that it has ended up obeying
laws _nf its own, internal to its structure
and its complicated functioning, but
external to the mass, which has acquired
conscience of its historical mission as a
revolutionary class.”

‘This real feeling was rooted in real
circumstances and produced real new
institutional and organisational forms to
give it expression. The factory council was
the primary form of this reality and would
culminate in the dictatorship of the
proletariat. The union, on the other hand,
despite its historical achievements, was,
“the type of proletarian organisation
specific to the period of history dominated
by capital”, and directed by technical
expertise subordinated to a bourgeois
overview.

This did not mean that the unions
themselves had no role in the coming
revolution. In fact, they would carry out
the socialisation of industry after it
accurred.

But to do this the bureaucratic
mentality of the leaders, jealous of their
power, would have to be replaced by a
sentiment of solidarity. (Here Gramsci
made specific reference to the disastrous
experience in Hungary, where the lack of
support from the union leaders had been
one reason for the fall of the short-lived
Soviet regime).

In sum, unions of the old sort belonged
to the past, and a new sort, based on
factory councils, would have to emerge.
The main difference would be that the
reformist leadership would be replaced
not by other individualis:‘: butk::;
representatives chosen by the worke
thtmnelves through the councils which
were their class expression.

Mindful of the attacks made b_y the
reformists that this made th n
syndicalist, Gramsci also_made it quite
clear that he supported nﬂt_herlrefomst
por revolutionary syndicalists. He
claimed that th; t;l:'st t::!'e ca;o:r:;donly

ith bread and butter 1ssu 4
nv?ls:hw no more than this, and the second #
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Having emerged from the war stronger
and more united, and soon to establish
their own nation-wide confederation (the
Confindustria) the capitalists prepared to
take offensive measures to crush the
movement. Impelling them to immediate
action was the occupation, near Turin, of
factories by factory workforces in
February 1920. On 7 March, Gino Olivetti,
secretary general of the new employers’
federation, pronounced that two different
powers could not existin the factories. On
20 March he and de Benedetti, president of
the Industrial League and Giovanm
Agnelli, head of the Fiat works, informed
the prefect of Turin that they proposed to
conduct a general lockout to smash the
movement as soon as the time was
opportune. (61) Their opportunity came a
few days later. The workers were opposed
to the proposed daylight saving changein
hours, from which they expected to lose,
and upset by the reduction in the wages of
some commissars. A factory council
altered some of the bundy clocks in protest
and the management reacted by
dismissing three commissars.
Immediately the local FIOM and PSI
sections lent support. A general
withdrawal and lockout ensued at FIAT.

Both sides were quite aware that it was
a struggle between proletarian and
capitalist power (62) Gramsci had set the
scene on the day the dispute began with
his article “The end of a power”. He
described Agnelli as a ‘“hero” of
capitalism who ruled like an autocrat ina
little capitalist state of fifteen thousand
men. But he warned Agnelli that it was a
difficult state to rule autocratically
because of its size, and because it created
its own antithesis in its working class,
who found unity in the factory councils
and who had sixty thousand mouths to
feed. ;

Within days the other workers’
organisations of Turin had started to
galvanise support for the locked out men.
The owners retaliated and by April 3,
90,000 men were idle. The will of both sides

~ hardened, as they saw that what was at

ake was a crucial moral victory. Early
wpes of moderation were dashed. Rumors
arted to fly around the city, as first the
vince, and then the whole of Piedmont,

were involved: “fifty thousand soldiers, on
th.e hills around a battery of artillery,
reinforcements  in  the surrounding
countryside, armored cars in the city, and
machine guns trained on private houses”.
Indeed, troops were moved into the
vicinity of the city until railway workers
in other cities prevented further
dispatches.

Gramsel sarcastically thanked “the
industrial lords for making clear to
everybody, even though it wasn't needed,
what the terms of relative strength were”;
and he warned that there could be no
favorable resolution for the Turin workers
if they did not extend the strike
throughout Italy. On April 13 a general
strike was declared in Turin and the
province and 500,000 workers stopped
work.

Gramsei and the Turinese leaders then
turned to the “fire-breathing” maximalist
leaders of the Socialist Party, and to their
rivals in the General Confederation of
Labor, with an appeal to extend the strike;
this was essential to the success of the
Turinese workforce. The Party and the
CGL refused to support the extension of
the movement and ten days later the
workers returned to the factories on the
owners' terms. (It was a disaster.)

Gramsci had learnt a further lesson
about the PSI and the CGL and he wrote:
“The Turinese working class has been
defeated. Among the conditions
determining this defeat was the
limitedness of the minds of the leaders of
the Italian working class movement.
Among the second level conditions
determining the defeat is thus the lack‘uf
revolutionary cohesion of the entire
Italian proletariat, which cannot bn.ng
forth .... a trade union hierarchy _whu:h
reflects its interests and its revolum‘)xfar_y
spirit. Among the first level conditions
which determined the defeat we must
therefore place the general state of Italian
society, the conditions_of hfe in every
province and every region in which the
Confederation of Labor hasa branch. Anli
it is certain that the Turinese working
class was defeated because in Italy there
do not exist, or have not yet matured.m{!

5&&
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This policy of concessions to the anti-
revolutionaries did not correspond with
the increasing class consciousness among
the workers and the obviously imminent
frontal clash between capitalism and the
proletariat, which the party leaders
ignored in the interests of maintaining
unity with the reformists.

As a consequence of their wilful
blindness to reality, the maximalists
made no preparations for the revolution to
which they were committed. No increased
expenditure was made on organisation
and propaganda. Even the most
intransigent of the maximalists, those of
Turin, suffered from a form of fatalism
and waited for the revolution to happen as
the result of one of the many revolts,
strikes and killings of the first half of
1919. Nenni himself was forced to admit:
“Nobody placed himself at the head of the
mass, nobody tried to provide a political
outlet to the malcontent.” (67) The masses,
when they fought, therefore fought for
petty-bourgeois objectives. (68)

After July the first post-war wave of
unrest died down, and the various sections
of the party started to prepare for the
party congress in Bologna in October, and
the Italian general elections in November.
The polemic between the maximalists and
the reformists continued without
resolution. The first had now committed
themselves to the Third International,
which was formed at Moscow in January
1919 and whose aim was to destroy social-
democracy and conduct the world
revolution. The second replied by
attacking the maximalist program for
Italy as “the complete deatru_cftion of the
party”. (69) Even now Serrati’s response
was limited to words. He reproved Turati
for “antirevolutionary” activity when
“he well knows that almostall of the party
maintains that bolshevism is the purest
expression of its doctrine” (70) and calh?t'i
for “a sharp turn of the helm to the left".
even started a mnew _]oumal, I
munismo to propagate the ideas of the
d International. ;
its first number he specifically called
the expulsion of the reformists and
slete centralisation of the psrf‘y as
sary so that the PSI could * ...

gather. with all its forces, in a fully
conscious manner, the collapsing
bourgeois regime” in a revolution, (71)

Yet he never got beyond verbal attacks.
Although at the Bologna congress the
party accepted bolshevism and adhesion
to the Third International by an
overwhelming vote of 48411 to the
reformists’ opposing 14,880, Turati and
his followers were not expelled and rushed
off to tell their electors that these new
views would be opposed. Turati publicly
stated that he and his followers would
stay in the party to temper the “foreign
influence”. He denied that there was any
revolutionary situation in Italy, or that
there was any possibility of one
developing. (72) He referred to the
dictatorship of the proletariat as “a mean
ideal of brutal and armed violence”.

Serrati, despite Lenin's urging that he
expel the “open and masked opportunists -
and there are many of them in the Italian
parliamentary group”, still only engaged
in verbal polemics with Turati. He denied
that his group had thought of making “a

y tic doctrinal defi of violence,
to found on violence the new order of
communism’” but recognised “our
practical and contingent adhesion to the
use of violence.” (73) “The regime of the
Soviets, of the councils of workers, is
already a fact, not only in Russia, but
everywhere”. So Turati's defence of th_e
traditional methods of the PSI in their
stead was a “puerile illusion”. (74)

This lip service to the conciliar system
hid the truth that Serrati had not
approved of the factory councils of Turin.
He did not believe that they should be
elected democratically, and thus include
anarchists and syndicalists. In November
1919 he called them an “aberration™. (75}

Thinking like a blanguist, he difl not
believe in the revolutionary potential of
the “amorphous mass™ and ﬂ?‘IlB thu_ugh.t.
that the councils could beon.ly techmc.al
organisations, leaving making revolution
to the party. (76)

Gramsci had bitterly nppos‘ed the
reformists and supported the maximalists
4
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By 1920 Bordiga was so bitterly hostile
to the reformists and maximalists that 1!
Soviet printed these words: “In our view,
nothing does so much good as a split. The
first things must be to put everyone in his
proper place. One will know in this way
exactly who is a communist and who is
not: there will be no more confusion on
this score ..... A good split clears the air.
Communists to one side, reformists of all
persuasions and gradations to the other.”
(85)

This general convergence of Gramseci's
and Bordiga’s views should not mislead
us about their differences. Despite the
leading role played in the factory councils
by “abstentionists”, Bordiga was as
opposed to them as Serrati.
Misunderstanding Gramsci's notion of
their role, and, perhaps chagrined by the
Turinese support for electoral activity in
November 1919 (even the local
“abstentionists” supported this, support
which spelled defeat for his group in early
1920, Bordiga attacked the councils as a
concession to gradualism, based on the
error that fundamental gains could be
made on an economic terrain rather than
in a frontal assault. (86)

Despite such abiding differences, by
April Gramsci had come over to Bordiga's
position on the party. Faced by the blatant
P8I opposition to the councils during the
lockout, Gramsci expressed a sneering
hostility at the party’s meeting in Milan,
when it had planned to meet in Turin. He
demanded that the party clean itself up.
Except in Moscow, where Lenin read his
report with approval; his attack was
ignored. (87)

The defeat of the strike, the disastrous
setback to the councils, and the negative
role of the party symbolised in the shifting
of the venue of the party meeting from
Turin to Milan, brought home to Gramseci
the all important role the party could play
in the success or failure of a revolutionary
movement. Henceforth he directed as
much attention to the party as to the
councils. At the time of the strike he had
indicated that the efficacy of the councils
would be nil unless the party played a
positive role in extending them to other
areas and supporting their activity.
Henceforth, while keeping the councils
going, the foremostimmediate task was to
renew the party. The party he proposed in
May 1920 was something fundamentally
and radically new, and a complete
departure from previous PSI traditions.
(88)
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AUSTRALIAN CULTURAL ELITES:
Intellectual  Traditions in Sydney and
Melbourne, by dJohn Docker, Angus and
Robertson, 1974 (165 pages, bibliography,

notes, index). - TIM ROWSE

One of the great weaknesses of Australian
political life is the miserable failure of marxist
analysis to make a positive impact on most of
our secular intellectuals. By intellectuals
mean that more or less coherent and
continuous group of people who write for our
quarterlies, ehurn out weekly columns in our
newspapers, present Australian society tousin
hooks and essays, and occasionally comment
on the affairs of the nation and/or the ‘human
condition’, for television or radio. Sometimes
their books are set for schools (such as Donald
Horne's Lucky Country). They are not always
household names but they are immensely
influential since their functionis to produce the
ideas with which most Australians know their
society and its placein the world. Naturally I'm
using ‘know’ with my fingers crossed: the
knowledge presented in these different media is
ideological, with its characteristic
presumptions of pluralism, consensus,
affluence and its comfortable and indulgent
tatalism about human nature.

‘Class’ is a word rarely used by these
commentators; when it occurs it is used
descriptively as a socio-economic category or to
explain some ‘breakdown’ of industrial
relations. In their literary and artistic eriticism
the mainstream writers are rarely concerned
~ with art as a reinforcer of the ideologies of
capitalism. The universities, with a few
~ ‘rathag’ exceptions, treat marxism as an
historical topic, an intellectual curiosity, but
‘not as a way of understanding society and
~ history.

‘A genuine challenge to Australian
pitalism will require that analysis nf‘ail
activities be made from the point of view
he working class. There needs to be a
le against ideology itself contesting the
doxies which clutter our media and
‘orce class domination. My impression of
oft’ in Australia is that it has often fs.ll_ed
stance itself from non-marxist urt!_mdaxles
ustralian social life. Most writers are
10 comfortable with images of Australia

which posture as unorthodox and Leftish, but
contain little to question the class power of the
bourgeoisie. There are marxist parties, unions
and student groups but there is not an effective
marxist analysis of our indigenous cultural
streams coming from any of them, There have
been some faint stirrings in this direction from
writers in Arena (Melbourne), in the 1960s,
echoed in Richard Gordon's anthology The
Australian New Left (1970), but nothing has
come from this quarter since.

Nothing, that is, except John Docker's book,
which in some respects reflects its association
with Arena, where some of its material was first
published. In this volume, Docker has written
about some of the most important producers of
bourgeois ideology in Australia this century,
though he never conceives them in these terms.
His concern is, rather, to argue that Australian
culture is not a monolithic tradition, but
contains at least two distinct traditions of
assumptions about society, politics, education
and ereativity. Docker locates these traditions
geographically; one is characteristic of
Melbourne, the other of Sydney.

The Sydney tradition is one of ‘elite
‘pluralism': society is composed of many groups
and subcultures of which the
artistic/intellectual ‘bohemian one is more
free, uncompromised, creative, sexually honest.
The life-style of the intellectuals is self
consciously antagonistic to the rest of society
which is wowserish, dull, utilitarian,
conformist, materialistic, ete. Their political
practice is laissez-faire and anarchist. This
tradition has both a literary (Brennan, Slessor,
Lindsay, A.D. Hope, Patrick White) and a
philosophical component (John Anderson and
the Freethought/Libertarian tradition). Basic
assumptions about society and nature are
shared by the poets and the philosophers.

The Melbourne tradition is more historically
conscious than the Platonic Sydneyites, more
engaged with adistinctive Australian tradition
which they formulated and wanted to see
flourish. “The Melbourne intellectual will
characteristically think that an Australian,
nationalist derived, social democratic ethos
and egalitarian ethic are compatible with what
are seen as central values of European
civilisation. Melbourne intellectuals feel at the
centre of their society, both because they are
spokesmen for, or social activists on t?el.\nlr of,
the social demoeratic spirit of Australia’s pagt.
and because thJey are bnng'mg w .l:uﬂtl’:f:l

ds of sopk d

n
5  (p. IX). Their political practice 15
relgvanie il favoring the ALP, though a

achivist,
E:l;dmble number were CPA members.




political, but these
e at the same time qs
Sydney historical

tence is meant to
of the intellectuals
second is Docker’'s own
fleshed out a litile.
Sydney hostility to

e. Lastly, the first five chapters q

e jus‘t_the kind of literit exl:ge:i;ftlt\l:
Ly eritics are characterised by, in that it
it look outwards to the conditions which
d this common creative project, =

hat would a marxist approach to this

I look like? The marxist historiography

e is not in very good shape at the

t, but it seems elementary to start by

~ at these writers as producers of
jge. Although Althusser has recently

d that ideological practice has its own
:al path, which does not necessarily
contemporary economic and pnlitica'l
opments, this “autonomy” must not

st sentence requires
little to place his

close reading of
ntiation of their

o selfimages of
activity. My

Docker’s answer
des the most
ut Australian
as producers of

tellectual apparatus with which
ian intellectuals have produced their
f Australian society.

ve Docker his due, the chapters on the
literary tradition do elucidate common
tions about nature and society.
the relationship between literature
t which is commonly called literature)
wopular social thought is that the former
“gocial” insights according to
es provided by the latter. Thus, the
ter on Patrick White could have di ed
his novels have been used to uphold
‘images of Australian political culture
suburbia”. The historical significance
is not purely internal to his novels
implies by his focus, but consists justas
fhis work

dney pluralist

ginal value
the second

to accept more or less Wi

 and rationality of the capite

in which they find themselves. Al}

deas can play this rol vhich is one

why capitalist societies ]

. heterogeneous. Religiow fatalis ;
ragmatism, sexist of anti vurk\r;p.
r, bourgeois economics, et all help
ise to individuals their behaviour in
t society. The ideas dealt wulh'm
ook mostly tend to be about the We
ve Australian society :and hi: ’

¢ and art. Both traditions mys! A

by their pervasivenes a marxis!

comprehension of Australian society,

By readin, i
g these writers we di
clear understandin sl L

o g of the pr

::‘“Egle in Australian so(:iet.::.v :l.;:s:uizfucflaﬂ::
: LP and the media, the activities of Australian
cmpen m. Some writers are explicitly
unse‘n_ratwe, but more dangerous are those
who vividly articulate certain anti-capitalist
gentlme‘nliq -Their arguments are usually rooted
in an thghhenmem Humanism, a eanfident
assertion of rational and humane values, an
ethical protest against a diffuse famil;r of
modern juggernauts: technology, the USA, the
power glile. greed. Characteristically this
critique ignores or dismisses the presence of
rqageﬁa! forces which could challenge and
disintegrate the source of their anxiety.

However, it would not be entirely fair to lump
Vance Palmer with Norman Lindsay, nor Ian
Turner with Peter Coleman. Palmer and Turner
have been active partisans of a kind of
socialism in their different ways, and the
Melbourne tradition, as formulated by Docker,
must have nourished the huge Moratorium
movement in that city. Meanjin has a good
T as an opponent of Australian

An adequate marxist

recognise the limited virtue of the Melbourne
l-democratic affiliation and the sturdy
m which still survives in Sydney. The
trength and weakness of Australia's “Left-
Intelligentsia” are largely derived from these
two currents. The weakness of both is their
denigration of marxism and their subsequent
fi revolutionat politics  and
parties. Some
'urner and Steven
Murray-Smith have had unfortunate
. PA in the mid-fifties, when
ternational
disintegre .

now a kind of radical di n

modic and nostalgic enthusiasm for the

While not wanting to trivi_ahsz the perso:!:ll
acts of dissent from dominant _Aust:almp
values by some of the intellectuals in Doc.kfers
book, we must remember that i_.he poimﬁ
|:1mrlin’ of these intellectuals qua mlal]ec.n.lm
is the production of knowledge. 'l'he‘pu]u.'l
and historic Esigniﬁmn(@ of these writersis to
be found in what they said and wrote.

ces my chief quarrel mu‘
Docker: in stressing the two dl:fﬁannl streams.
he has overlooked thematic wnw
petween the two traditions of

This introdu
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of the nineteenth century, Fach of
ers has been allowed to by
e factual truth and
eription
lly been exonerated ll;y “u |
T _f,‘ha.t #ees history as an expresgion of
vision and as a formulation of
necessary mythology, The
n 18 celebratory and sympathetic
g the possibility of critici (
mythologies”.

both traditions
ent, of brave
overwhelmingly
art of their raison
It is a personal
onal currency

m of

i ificant that in the legs optimistic
_ennj;'n‘s attempt at seven surveys of
in  society after Menzies” w
under the “Strine"rubric of Godzon

n country). Strine, a mythology

gsary protective irony; celebration
ghtly disenchanted dista This
inated from an a priori ment
yth which always lay at the heart of

them all to a
e and certain

t confident Meanjin writing of the

y'a characteristic detachment from
wthology has always been much more
and it has often heen backed up by a

d bohemianism and attempts at a sexu
ity whose deficiencies Docke ly
Anderson’s militant scepticism is the
influence here, The homage which
and his confidently-empiricist
paid to Sorel and Freud was based
alleged realism, naturalism and
as opposed to the “metaphysics’ of
jes, Anderson quotes Sorel as a
his own ethics, a realist ethics in
aod” was not a notion but an actual

), This ethical theory was su
t ones in its realism, he argued
, Andersonians also derived the
 to classify behaviour as “‘rat onal
” “disinterested” or’ ‘
ng consisted of observation,
ries, and worked over bya
ic. Aa for Freud,
thought that paychoanalysis was
ry because of its naturalism, its
nt out the link between an iden and
" interests, an improved theory
'Ihrm'nnalandohjmmrmmme

subjective in human thought.

h these critical tools. Anderson
forward Lo effective revolutions in

so-called is o7

3 i
ik propers n ideas

jon, "'a revolution t

L any rearrangem
what the work of th
the realist or ¢
not “soeial |

w_u of externals, Thiy s
e intellectual produce
iy 3 Y10,
piriciat philosopher) reg f :
s : ing" or any other
rmd:‘m:{rmdmu but simply making :ﬁ.:’:rw;:f:
”,i; lr’1‘ heing concerned with ,ful!nwirin an
L ;.-;' r‘{uu! tradition within an intellectual
stitution, (f. Anderaq i
Philosophy, 1962, p, n;g Mg

Id werve as a manifesto for
ns whose principled passivity and
| litism Docker describes

ual project is s ogical eon:
wnth‘the ideology of others, l}nck:- Iamenm
i ine into a technique of personal
thtrl’ltarlanwm (Libertarian women who
eriticised sexism were accused of penis-envy),

But the more substantial case against this
discourages a commitment to a
interpretation  of Australian
society

n society have as their basis, not the herd-
like gullibility of “the masses”, but objective
conditions of existence, and particularly the
ynditions of exi and particularly the
cal apparatuses of capitalist state
power: the family, the churches, the mass
media, and educators and writers like
themselves. They are thus left with an elitist
fatalism about society which suits political
preferences right across the spectrum, Heept
fur those who see inohjedivecirnu'nlthe

possibility of revolution.

Donald Horme and Peter Coleman would be
most influential commentators to have
ney milien. (Both have been
editors of the Bulletin).  Their criticism is
ly of the iconoclast variety. Never ill at

ease with Australian capitalism, they
d : ntellectually with a broad coalition
of anti-Establishment tendencies (anti-
monarchist, anti-politician, Vew.l in ‘whic_h
union lea ership, -el{-uthn_: pol.iudsnl,
bishops, and protectionist business interests
o share blame equally for any Australian
ith this pluralist ﬁjamwort they
can only identify ohvious “interests” and
wirrational” tendencies 8 fundamentally

reformist social criticism.

seem
malaise

commi the
The Andersonian L itment o
irrationality of socie jety's beliefs and v'h:t‘
was handled in different ways. The stance

i critical, and




rdian England, to
class civilisation of
esperate emulation
y and powerful, 1y
vocabulary of

8 Louis Esson and
tter bemoaned the
tralian radicalism
He was reacting to
class to force a
World War I, a
im by a spiritless

t. He called it
He contrasted
the radicalism

at the energy of
wasted on the
colates to the

assurance of
War II, when

nitiatives taken by the Whitlam
mtin the field of social welfare should
the left to take a new look at the role
y social welfare schemes in modern
t society. It should be of some concern
tralian Government schemes such as
gtralian  Assistan Plan aim to
 local, working class communities

e social workers and members of

d professions in positions of real power

ence in local communities.

/e attempted to set out below what [
are the inherent dangers in some of
hemes and demonstrate the potentially
ary nature of much social welfare
hy. As a social worker, [ have tended to
on my own field, but [ believe much of

i8 said pertains to all the “helping
ns".

the danger stems, I feel, from the sort
ion offered to people working in these
‘all Australian schools of social work,
ample, the orientation remains

thelmingly one of the study and treatment

dividual maladjustment”. The very
of these schools (as with virtually all
ity departments) is hierarchical u".?
acts to keep students “in their place
for self-management aré dismissed
kable and often students are
d into forgetting social activism to
the “causes of rebellipusness” within
Ves.

io shich

ars of education ¥
four ye i N eational
ndghesesrchft"l

iversity graduate social workers }I:i\-e
behave the “correct” Way: to be a

i h

ily, the society, the church,
ek he welfare workers
therefore

i
h|‘\r:zm r;l and  status rewards are not
nsequential, Bocial workers learn to patch

up, not to challenge, ¢ ic
which sustains thtlﬁl. s g

The ease with which these people can be used

i}tulheuystemnuemfrumn
understandin,

u::‘wurls or how social cha:geolr c:::

The line adopted in the university

thmgnlu in which these people receive their

training is strong opposition to marxism. One

is told that the conclusions of the marxist

unacceptable and

This is typified by the

n one text still widely used in

n social work echools, It states:

tadeflate challe
la

there are no historical laws but only
and economic ones; there can beno
insight into social forces moulding
" (1)

¢ with this openly reactionary outlook,
there is the myth of “'value free social science”.
This leads to denial of the fact that to be
involved with questions of social and mental
health is to take a political stance. As a group,
social welfare workers continue to focus upon
problems of adjustment rather than change
and upon social statics rather than dynamics.
What they fail to see is that the problems of
disadvantaged communities stem far less from
individual neuroses than from an abjective lack
of opportunity and from a social system which

perpetuates oppression and exploitation.

A US group calling themselves the “w
Therapists” has formulated & cr_itique of this
“professional impartiality”, putting the blame
for the failure of welfare workers to muknnny
real advances precisely on their m;mmmenm:
retaining the status quo. Soecial wm-!m
emphasis on the individual does & positive
disservice by turning people’s focus from the
8 which oppresses them to duu own
“hang ups them into sick
peaple who need treatment rnthe!b‘uu;
oppressed people .whu mu‘lt 1i ,“
themselves. The Radical Therapists say:

e 5

“Current psychotherapy offers ‘solutions’
only to those that accept the lylt_lm.nnd want
aintain their place in it. Which is another
way of saying current therapy serves the

system.” (2)




deluge of socia)
real position of
ed

e marxist economist Erngt Mandel
his country recently, I remember
mocking editorial in The Australian
that Mandel was on the old “crigis
sm’” kick, a favourite line with lh;
and was not to be taken seriously.

as the usual stuff about the failure of
redictions” concerning the trajectory
st development, and an obvious

¢ of Mandel's widely respected works.
for one, disagree fundamentally with
economic analysis, and more
B e tly with the political strategy flowing
flection of social B Tritien nothing 1o my
. 'g;”m the way of simplistic “crisis

the system,
al reality as a

w do the bourgeoisie see the present
‘want to argue thatitisin fact they who
ad case of that malaise we socialists
sposed to suffer from thatis, they havea
he Doomsday Blues, and rightly so.

newspaper correspondent recently
in an article headed “West faces a
nt decline in its life style™

e western world has been shocked to
jer that it is not its freedoms which
e its prosperity and development.
erties depend on economic growth and

urn can only flourish with abundant
of energy to run the machines.
true social contract which underpins the
democracies is that, in return for the
which makes them richer, the working
agree to let the middle classes run
more or less their own way. Stifle
and you stifle democracy. (David
, The Australian, Oct. 1, 1974.)

 quibble about the pseudo psychology
ssage, but just mention in pasgmg
‘author hasn't grasped. And th]l]si clts:
at the main barrier to the growtb of
ital itself. It is precisely the logicof
es” of the “free enterprise’ gyslem
ds to its cyclical crash into social and

ing to my main theme, trying to

t who has visions © !}_w
Adamson’s prospectus for

is relevant, Observing that the
ssion” implies a ‘‘recovery aftgr
‘bottom of the trough”, he continues:

But what we gre faced with now may be a

Permanent decline, relqti;
e ) relative an. i
aspects of Western [ife, TR

A
fe“nb ;ven more accurate reflection of the fear

the ruling classes can b i
! e seen in these
comments from the Wall Street Journal:

The US economy, that marvellous machine
of plenty, has suddenly turned into a
cornucopia of trouble, pouring forth an
Agonising abundance of distress A
bewﬂde!-ing combination of frightening
economic developments is tumbling out:
soaring prices and eroding wages; topless
interest rates and a bottomless stockmarket; a
mortgage-money erunch and a home building
crash; a menacing explosion of world oil prices
and a flood of surplus Arab oil wealth
threatening international money markets;
swelling business inventories and sinking crop
production.” (Quoted in The Financial Review,
Sept. 6, 1974))

And this is straight from the dinosaur's
mouth. But the bourgeois class is not merely
scared at this ominous horizon, it is also
perplexed. The same editorial continues that, in
this atmosphere of “jitters and gloom”, the
Ford Administration is
groping for new approaches to deal with two
economic evils that aren’t supposed to co-exist;
inflation and recession.

Doomsday is looming, but in an allegedly
logically impossible form.

Finally, Otto Eckstein, a former economic
adviser to President Johnson, is cited by the
Journal as saying that the American economy
stands in danger of the worst recession of the
post-war period.

If, for Eckstein, the US economy fa_ces a
recession, for Dr. Alfred Schaeffer, Cl_mzrman
of the Union Bank of Swil.zerl_anq, it is the
western economy as a whole which is at stake,
and the problem is that of an exl:.enswe
depression. He is quoted as saying in one
report:

Since the thirties there was never as much
fez:?:ncermin and diswr.bezm:em the world
economy a8 NOW .o The po!uuvlcomuuu_x
afgiidi‘ngfmmnremsswn m!oammz'mm”.w
crisis would be considerably more dr:suam
than those resulting from the depression of the
thirties. (Warren Beeby, The Australian, Sept.
13, 1974.)

eneral thrust of Schaeffer's
w::l :hegn summarised as follows:




aster (the one
‘being Ttaly). 1f
' then the world
faces “serious and
n if it is achieved it
since inflationary
 deeply imbedded in
pectations, they are
even if the stance
large countries
propriate in the
concerns.

and profits on hand are algo declining
- erosion of their real Purchasing
and 8o on, (For closer analysis see the
k Times (International Ed.), Sept. 8
27, 1974.)

us seems that the functionaries and
s of the international bourgeoisie are
g from that affliction (the Doomsday
¢) usually confined to lesser mortals
cialists, and for good Teason. Their
ic system has run amok in a very
8 manner. Its irrationality can no
be dismissed (as is possible in timesof
stability) as a figment of the marxist
ion. And if the fate of the proletariat
us the whole of humanity) was not so

central financial
‘empire, Witteveen

early 1950s

astonishing
ustry in 1974 is
\ustralian,

national
bourses

cloa_e]y'hound up with the fate of
capitalism, one could almost enjoy the plight of
these once 8mug social parasites,

It i8 indeed as Marx observed in one of his

most  profound works, The Communist
Manifesto:

fdodem bourgeois society with its relations of
pr

uction, of exchange and of property, a
society that has conjured up such gigantic
means of production and of exchange, is like
the sorcerer, who is nolonger able to control the

powers of the nether world whom he has called
up by his spells.

At least one of his predictions has come true,
again.

-- D. MORAN




