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Military Dictatorship in
orthern lreland

THI BRITISH GOVERNMEN1
has suspended the constitution
of Northern Ireland, dismissed the
Elected Government at Stormont
and appointed a Westminster puppet
o rule over the people of Ulster
To ensure that Gauleiter Whitelaw,
the ‘Lord President of the Council’,
can carry out the will of his masters
in London, a further 4,000 soldiers
are to join the 14,000 who already
stalk the streets of Belfast and
Derry. This is a military dictatorship
and it has been imposed without the
slightest opposition from the ‘demo-
cratic’, ‘liberal’ and ‘socialist’ poli-
ticians of both Britain and Ireland
Indeed. these gentlemen have not
only welcomed the imposition of
naked military rule. they have
praised it. All pretence at democracy
has been abrogated vet the ‘demo-
crats’ actually applauded Heath for
his ‘courage’. One Labour MP said
he admired the Tory dictator, while
Liberal leader, Thorpe, sent up a
public prayer for the protection of
the Lord President of the Council in
his ‘arduous’ task. It was a (ruly
revolting sp le which
one of Germany when Hitler came
to power and some of the Social
Dcmncrmc MPs dcclared their sup-

a military dictatorship in the
nrl!l Lynch, the leader of the Irish
Republic, and the unacknow red
leader of the IRA, has praised the
‘initiative” as a step in the right

direction—towards a United Trelanc
His supporters in the North, Gerry
Fitt, John Hume and the rest of the
SDLP (affectionately known as the
Semi-Detached Labour Party) hay

ing had a dramatic midnight con
ference with Mr. Lynch, flew back
to the North and announced their
willingness to co-operate with the
Westminster puppet ruler. The Pro
visional IRA, likewise, caring no-
thing for the fate of the people

under military rule but seeing only
the possibilities for a united Ireland,
have called off the bombing to see
how the dictatorship works

The ‘socialist’ wing of the
nationalist movement, whilst not
opposing Heath's move in principle,
have voiced a few reservations like
‘fighting” the Tories to establish a
‘Bill of Rights’ in Northern Ireland
All have welcomed the dismissal
the Stormont Government. This is
the position of both the British and
Trish Communist Parties, the ‘official’
IRA, and the rest of the nationalist
‘socialists’.
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it POLICY CHANGE

" incidentally, save ey rmm lhc

concentration camps.
THE BOG OF NATIONALISM

The ‘Left'—the communists and
‘revolutionaries’ of numerous
varieties—are so far sunk in the bog
of Irish nationalism that they have
not even noticed that a military
dictatorship has been smoothly set
up before their very eves. They are
50 accustomed to seekmg ‘solutions’
government action, that is,
‘violence, that Heath’s ‘mm‘rc

Lynch knows, and so do his sup-

rters, that the British Government
1s tired of maintaining Ulster as a
part of the United Kingdom. It is
unprofitable, it costs a lot of money,
it creates difficult international rela-
tions (especially with the United
States), and just as they got out of
India, Africa, and the rest of the old
colonial empire, they are ready to
get out of Treland and hand the
whole thing over to Lynch and his
friends who have given cast-iron
proof over the past 50 years that
such a move would in no way
threaten the rule of capital in the

RESPONSIBILITY

All unsigned material has been written
by John Lawrence, Jack Robinson, Peter
Tumer and Steve Kibble who take full
responsibility.

whole of Ireland. But alas for the
City of London, they are visited by
‘the sins of the fathers'. Their six-
hundred-year-old rule over lreland
was bolstered by the creation in the
North of a population of settlers
from England and Scotland who
were more British than the British
Furthermore, they have a different

religion and hate and fear any union
with the Catholic South. They are a
different nation consisting of more
than a million people-—most of them
workers. Any move towards a United
Ireland was impossible so long as
Stormont existed, for it consisted of
unionists devoted to maintaining the
British connection—and it had mass
support, So Stormont had to go and
it has gone, sent packing by Heath.
And all the ingredients of another
violent nationalist movement are
thereby put in the pot ready for
boiling.

The Unionist Party, with good
reason from their point of view, see
in-the ruie of the munary a betrayal
of the Protestant cause. They are
not at all impressed by Heath's pro-
testations about not creating a united
Ireland without the consent of the
majority. Faulkner and Craig have
been members of Governments and
know only too well that Government
pledges mean nothing, that Govern-
ments make laws to suit their own
interests. Both Lynch and Faulkner
sce these moves as preparing the
road for a United Ireland. Lynch
supports it, Faulkner opposes it.

UNIONIST NATIONALISM

Meanwhile, the million or so
Protestant workers of the North,
deserted and condemned by all the
‘left’ because they don’t fancy living
in a Catholic-dominated Republic,
are ripe fruit for the plucking by the
Unionist nationalists. William Craig,
a nationalist and a fascist leader in

Continued on page 4

AT SORT OF SOCIETY do you
think will come into being in
Ireland when the killing has ended? The
terrible Jegacy of bitterness you are
helping to create will form a barrier
between North and South a thousand
times stronger than ever the border was.
The dead will be mourned and the
maimed will drag out their lives in
misery.

If you were handed a knife by your
commander and told to go out and
hack off the legs of a young girl, or
plunge it at random into any passer-by
you could not do it, and yet that is
what bombing means. ‘Soldiers’ of 17
and I8 have been killed—what did they
know of life or of Ircland at that
age? The escalation of violence you
have helped to bdlﬂ about is brutalising
everyone and ng an end to the

An Appeal
to British
Soldiers
in Ireland

NGLAND invaded and carved up Ireland for the benefit of English
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landowners hundreds of years ago, and as a result British soldiers
have killed Irishmen and been Killed by them at intervals ever since.
It never solved anything—in the end the problem will only bhe solved
by the Irish themselves within Ireland.

The ‘law and order’ you were supposed to bring to Northern Ireland
has escalated the violence and made things a thousand times worse.
You have been put on to the Irish streets to hold the ring while the
politicians cook up their deals, which will certainly not improve any-
thing for the Irish people, who suffer as we do in Britain from chronic
unemployment and rotten housing.

You can only do such a job because you are trained and disciplined
to kil people whom you have never scen belore in your dile, bt alone
had a quarrel with. That is why you have been able to see children
die, from babies upwards—why you were able to shoot down 17-year-
old boys at Derry—why you were able to smash in the face of a
middle-aged mother with a rubber bullet and blind her. You have had
to leam to regard Irish Catholics as less than human in order to be

able to do these things.

life.
your end product? Dead bodies!

all responsible,

fighting more and more unlikely.

If you think you are fighting for
a noble ideal-—forget it. You may
in the end get the whole of Ireland
under one flag—but what sort of Ire-
land? All through her history there
have been great and courageous men
who fought for freedom for Ireland.
But after all the suffering of the Irish
people—the poor are still poor and
the rich still rich.

The Catholics of the North, poor
and oppressed as they are, do not want
life as it is in Southern Ireland. Like
common people everywhere they want to
live at peace with their neighbours and
get a living wage and decent housing.
And for the Protestant worker it is the
same, what have they in common with
the landed gentry who claim to speak
for them? What have you got to offer

That is how the American troops in Vietnam used to regard the
Vietnamese—'gooks’ they called them.
slaughter they no longer think like that.
refuge from the horrible reality in drink and drugs—they no longer
take sides—they just want to go home.

Ireland could tum into another Vietnam—and you will have to do
a lot of the dying—and for what?
Irish Protestants as you have treated Irish Catholics. You are expected |
to take orders and fire wherever they point the guns. |

What sort of a society is it that offers you a good living out of
Killing? Miners, who do one of the most useful jobs there is have just
had to strike for six weeks to get anything like a living wage.
years ago the dustmen and sewage men had to do the same.
men, by their hard and dirty work, help to prevent epidemics and save
The miners give light and heat to young and old—but what ix

Some of you have no doubt escaped from unemployment into the |
army—that is how most volunteer armies are recruited—and we are
sure that few of you thought much about Kkilling.
are down that is what you have to do.
basically want what we all want—a job—a home—and a peaceful life,
They should be left to themselves to find it.

Sure you can be punished if you say ‘No More’, if you refuse to kill,
a8 the American GIs have done in large numbers.
punished for addressing this appeal to you.
for an end to the killing—we all have humanity in common—we are

After years of bloody, sickening
American soldiers now seek

You may vel be called on to treat

Two
These |

But when the chips
The common people of Ireland

We too can be
But somebody must call

an Appeal to Soldiers of the I.R.A.

them-—the Catholic or
worker? ‘Power' you say
of the barrel of a gun' Power for
whom-—power for what? Power, when
you get down to it, always means some-
body exercising it over somebody else

the

Protestant
‘grows out

We have already had a taste of your
kind of power in the tarring and feather-
ing, the maiming and killing of IRISH
men and women (some of them Catholic)
who have offended against your code
Is this what you offer for the future?

Liberty and Equality is what the
Irish people need, Catholic and Protestant
alike. Freedom from economic exploit-
ation and religious persecution from
whatever quarter it comes. It can be
done-~in the end it must he done-if
‘md is ever to come 1o this tortured
and.



Reading about the Commune

\l,lll()L\.H INTEREST in tk
LA Commune wa patly stimul
year by the
centenary, and by
several publications on the subject, it is
still difficult for people who don't know
French to find out what really happened
France in 1871 and to work out
why it is still important a hundred
years later. One problem is that, in
mediately after the Versaillais captured
the Commune in practice, the Marxists
captured it in theory, and they have
held on to it ever since—with the
result that most people (even anarchists)
tend to begin with a Marxist inter-
pretation of the episode

Certainly of all the polemics on the
Commune, Marx's Address on The Civil
War in France is the best known. It
bas often been published with his two

previous Addresses on the Franco-
Prussian War, and all three appear in
most collections of and selections from
the works of Marx and Engels, together
with Engels's introduction of 1891. There
are four available editions of the three
Addresses in book form, of which three
were published last year. The worst is
an English edition by Christopher
Hitchens—The Paris Commune, 1871
(Sidgwick & Jackson, £1.95)—which is
based on an American edition of 1913
and contains the Engels introduction and
the three Addresses, with a dozen pages
of insignificant extra material, some
scrappy editorial apparatus, and a sloppy
new Trotskyist i tuction by Hitch
it omits the two crucial drafts for The
Civil War in France which were first
published in Russia in 1934 and are in-
cluded in the other three editions.

Two of these are hardback collections
of the relevant writings of both Marx
and Engels: an expensive American
edition by Hal Draper—Writings on the
Paris Comntune (Monthly Review Press,
£3,60)—which contains the Engels in-
troduction and the three Add with
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mporary English writings from the
C me to William Morris The
: Defence of the Commune
(Merlin, £2.25)—which have some in-
terest. Eugene Schulkind has this vear

compiled a collection of all Kinds of
left-wing writings from 1864 to 1921 in
the new ‘Writings of the Left' series
edited by Ralph Miliband—7he Paris
Commune of 1871 (Cape, £3.50, paper-
back £1.50)—which have much more
interest; of the post-Commune passages
included, most are by Marxists, but there
are also a few anarchists—Bakunin and
Kropotkin, and also James Guillaume
and such libertarians as Benoit Malon
and Arthur Arnould, though no Louise
Michel or RBlie Reclus. The book is in
general a very useful documentary guide
to what the Commune has meant to
the left

Of new polemics, the only ones that
seem worth mentioning as something
more than weary return journeys down
worn-out party lines are the Solidarity
study The Commune, first published in
1961 as an article in Solidarity (1:6)
and reprinted last year as Solidarity
Pamphlet 35 (5p), and the Situationist
Theses on the Commune, first issued
in France in 1962 and published in
several English editions since then.

But after a century we need more
than polemic. The trouble is that,
while there are literally hundreds of
books on the Commune in French,
hardly any have been written in or
even translated into English. Of the
i ici and observers,

the two drafts, twenty pages of extra
material, good notes, and an interesting
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of particip
there is still only Lissagaray’s classic
History of the Commune of 1871, which
was published in English in 1886 and
last reprinted in 1967 (Monthly Review
Press, £5.80). Of the huge mass of
historical work done across the Channel,
only ¥dith Thomas's The Women
Incendiaries (published by Secker & War-
burg in' 1967, and alrcady remaindered
—shall we ever see ¥dith Thomas's bio-
graphies of Louis Rossel and Louise
Michel?). 4

So anglophones have to rely on a
ludicrously small number of books.
There is E. S. Mason’s The Paris Com-
mune, an interesting short study con-
centrating on the socialist mythology
of the Commune, published in the United
States in 1930 and reprinted there in
1967, but still hard to get here. There
is Frank Jellinek’s The Paris Commune
of 1871, a lively and stimulating study
concentrating on the socialist aspect of
the C TSk ATt

0! rom its iconography. A recent
Juc sider by Jonquil Antony—The
S Pa ( ne (Cape
80p)—exploits this aspect of the episod
for edu onal purpo

of documents, leaflet

well as some engravi

but the written material i

quate, and the pictorial material s
disappointing Alistair Horne's The Fall
of Paris is a superficial parrative of
the Siege and Commune concentrating
on the aneedotal aspect of the subject
published in 1965 and available in
paperback (Pan, 75p). The second half
of it has recently been rewritten in
a shorter form as the text of 7he
Terrible Year (Macmillan, £3.50) which,
despite its use of the title of Victor

Hugo's sequence of poems on the same
subject, is little more than the ‘coffee-
table' book Horne calls it himself. The
text takes popularisation to the edge of
mere vulgarisation, and the 250 pictures
are debased with pointless tints and
decorations. It all looks like the
scenario of a superficial television pro-
gramme—which in fact it was (‘The
Terrible Year', BBC-2, June 5, 1971)
They order this matter better in France,
where every big book on the subject
is excellently illustrated and, for example,
the standard Marxist history—La Com-
mune de 1871 by Bruhat, Dautry and
Terson, published in 1960 and in a
new edition in 1970—has 400 magnificent
pictures as well as an outstanding
scholarly text.

For scholarly texts, we have Roger L.
Williams's The French Revolution of
1870-1871, a patronising American study
concentrating on the general crisis of the
French establishment, published in 1969
and available in paperback (Weidenfeld
& Nicolson, £1.05). Then last year came
Stewart Edwards’s The Paris Commune
1871 (Eyre & Spottiswoode, £4.50). Ed-
wards edited a disappointing anthology
of Proudhon, which was published in
1969 and is available in paperback
(Macmillan, £1), and he has actually
managed to write a dull history of the
Commune. But it is the fullest and
most useful treatment of the subject
in English, frequently referring to recent
French research, and including a chron-
ology, a glossary of organisations and
people, useful maps, and adequate illu-
trations, as well as a good bibliography.
Edwards comes to life only when he
describes such things as clubs and
festivals, and his more general material
is particularly poor. Like so many
writers on the Commune, he smothers
us with surface facts, and takes a third
of the book to reach the rising of
March 18. So while Edwards is now
the best single source of information
we have, though not entirely accurate,
Jellinek is still the best single introduction
to the subject; though it is worth adding
that Bugene Schulkind has just written

hlet—The Paris Commune of

in 1937 and reprinted in the United
in 1965, and now here too
This was well known

(Gollancz, £3).
Vi tion as a Left Book

| graphy.
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Club choice, and despite the passage of
time and increase in price it is still
excellent value. One drawback is that

- Jellinek seldom gives precise references,

but he does supply a detailed biblio-
This has been brought up to
te for the new edition, and there is

e also a new introduction re-emphasising

the Marxist bias (incidentally, although
s

that ‘obvious mistakes’ have
the references to Proud-
Bakunin, and Kropotkin are still
yusly mistaken).
all their qualities, neither Mason
ellinek has pictures, and as one
trated episodes in history
be considered in

LETTER

a X
1871 (Historical Association, 25p)—which
gives a very useful summary of the
present state of historiographical thinking
on the subject.

The most disappointing thing about

_nearly all these books, and even most

French books on the Commune, is that
they are so confined in both space
and time. They pay so much attention
to Parisian municipal politics and French
national politics, and so little to the
activity in the districts of the capital
and the regions of the country—and
beyond. There was after all a com-
munalist movement in the streets as well
as the town halls, in dozens of other
towns as well as Paris, for a long time
before March 1871 and a long time
after May 1871, in Spain and Italy as
well as France. They also pay so
much attention to Marx (who opposed

worried. Capitalism is closely involved
with Southern Africa and those who re-
sist the evils of capitalism need to appre-
ciate the importance of the struggle in
South Africa to their own struggle.

~ POSTSCRIPT

The time when African liberation and

liberation in this country are part of the

‘same frame of reference is upon us.
Circumstances have ensured that change

" in Southern Africa will be revolutionary

and the emergence of so-called ‘respon-
sible’ African elites has been substantially
curtailed. The extremism of the situation.
has caused the movement for national in-

~ dependence in Southern Africa to merge

th a revolutionary stream of concepts.
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New Secretary is
Chris Kerr, 9 Mayficld Terrace,
Edinburgh, 9. Tel. 667 2939,

Anarchist Meetings, Wednesdays 7.30 p.m
271 Commercial Road, E.1 (1st floor)

London Anarchists meet socially at “The
Marquis of Granby', Cambridge
Circus, Charing Cross Road, Sundays
from 7.30 p.m. onwards.

Edinburgh  Group.

for 6 issue

n Book Club. Spring Lectures
Thursday evenings, 7 p.m.,
shth Avenue, New York City.
April 13, Irving Levitas: G. B. Shaw
and the Anarchists. April 27, Sam
Dolgofl: Bakunin and Nechaev. May
11, Murray Bookchin: Marxism and
Anarchism

Liverpool Anarchist discussions normally  petition forms against The Night
held first Sunday in month. Write to Assemblies Bill—from Bill Dwyer,
39 Lilley Road, Liverpool, 7, for 40¢ Holland Road, London, W.14,

venue, or ring 263 4890. John Cowan.

S.E. Anarchist Groups. Conference April
8/9. Suggested discussion on indus-
trial activity and regional organiz-
ation. Details from c/o Flat 3,
26 Clifton Road, Brighton, Sussex.

Croydon Group meeting at Top Flat,
4 Warminster Road, S. Norwood,
S.E.25, at 7.30, Tuesday, April 4.
Speaker: Vik van Brantegem, Flemish
Catholic Students Union, on ‘The
Work of SMOG Committees’.

Anarchist Dwarf Group forming in En-
field area; contact Terry and Val,
original poems by Tina Morris. Send
24p for 6 cards (3 different designs)
89 Mapleton Crescent, Enfield,
Middlesex.

Oxford. Anarchist meetings every Friday

p.m.. Clarendon Press Institufe,
Walton Street, Oxford.

Corby. Public meeting on ‘Anarchism
and Workers’ Control' planned for
June 29. Green Room, Civic Centre
at 7.30 pm. Local help with pub-
licity appreciated. Contact Terry
Phillips, 70 Blenheim Walk.

Help! Stoke Newington 8 Fund, Com-
rades now on remand in Brixton and

Would Box 001 please

Wrekin /

Phone 01-602 4027

Comrade who might return to UK and

live in Hay (Herefordshire/Brecon-
shire) would like to get low-down on
area from comrade living in these
parts. Box No, 002

Spanish Civil War Film Cycle, March 26:

‘Fury over Spain’; April 2: “To die
in Madrid’. Centre Iberico, 125
Kingsway, Holborn, at 7.30 p.m
send Freedom
Press his address as we have mislaid
itt. We have a number of replies
from your ad.

archists' ‘Voice'. First issue
now being produced. Contact 13
Albert Road, Wellington, Salop.

London School of Non Violence. Series

of Lectures—Man and his Environ-
ment.-April 10, 7pm., Edwan
smith, Editor ‘The Ecologi
of the Industrial Society’. April 17,
7 pm., Alec Wilding-White: The
Severed Head of Humanity'.

Catch — CONTACT COLUMN — —
Individualist Forum.

Meeting April 2,
7.30 p.m. Alfred Reynolds ‘The de-
cline of man through his intellect’,
at Peace Centre, 36 Romilly Street

Holloway need fi ial aid

(B: t), London, W.1.

the Commune until it actually happened
and had to change his ideas to accom-

the whole Reign of Terror: but the
declaration of independence of a great

1

modate it) and the Russian Revol
(which was a very different kind of
episode and led to a very different kind
of regime), and so little to the people
who consistently supported it (like
Bakunin) and to the later episodes which
genuinely resembled it (like Cartagena
1873, Berlin and Munich 1919, Kron-
stadt 1921, Oviedo 1934, Barcelona 1936-
1937, Budapest 1956).

Even more disappointing is the failure
to recognise the particular significance
of the Paris Commune—not the rising
of March 18, not the elections of
March 26, not the number of working-
class leaders, not the p dings of

city in r , and in a special kind
of revoluti Most revolutioni is
concerned either with macropolitics

(elections, coups d'état, insurrections, the

capture or destruction of the state) or

with micropolitics (personal life, self-
e Hesithe AT

or escape of the individual); true
revolutionism must also be concerned
with politics—the eclimination of
authority on a middle level between
state and ividual, the ipati
of existing the develop

of new methods of social organisation
on a Jocal scale. Tt is because the

T
nd y

the Commune Council, not the meagre
social legislation, not even Bloody Week
when more people were killed than in

Ci took this middle way that in
only ten weeks it shook the world, and
still shakes us a century later.

N.W.

Secretary:
Peter Le Mare, 5 Hannafore Road,
Rotton Park, Birmingham 16

AFBIB—To all Growps.
The next AFBIB will be produced in
Sheffield at 4 Havelock Square, Sheffield,
10. Send material to Secretary, Peter Le
Mare. Also needs offers of help from
Groups to bring out further issues.
The Contact Column in ‘Freedom’ is
also available for urgent information.
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These restrictions are now coming to
light. This complicated piece of legis-
lation has already been shown up as a
monster which could ecasily get out of
control.

LEAVE WELL ALONE

Mr. Carr, the Minister of the Depart-
ment of Employment, has said that the
leguhnon is a (nmework m which the
unions and

had terminated the agreement and had
requested for a new one as part of a
wage increase package deal.

Mr. Wallace decided that since the
union had terminated the agreement they
no longer legally existed as an organis-
ation in his factory. He referred the
issue to the NIRC under section 45 of
the Act on recognition of unions.

Following this, three shop stewards
acting, for reasons of the law, as ‘agents
for the 600 workers', gave seven days
strike notice. Mr. Wallace then under
Section 54 of the Act on ‘unfair industrial

By this he must mun thnt the logislnnon

should not be used only as a last resort.

As the Bill contains 170 sections and 9
hedules this is a

ices’ while a g of recognition

is ‘pending’ took them to the NIRC.
All this was done quite legally and
yet when the case came before the NIRC,

to both the unions and the employers.
The big companies, like ICI, are making
arrangements with the unions that they
will continue to operate the same agree-
ments and procedures agreed to before
the Act. They have agreed to leave well
alone. Neither side wants a confron-
tation.

the president criticised the company for
acting in a precipitate fashion. An in-
terim injunction was made against the
three shop ds and an

secretary :
port and General Workers Union,

Engineers’

S NO HOLDS BARRED in
all-in wrestling match that is de-
veloping over the mass ot carbon copy.
claims of Manch gineeri
workers for extra I:ol!days. a shorter
working week and a 40% pay rise.
This is a locally organised campaign,
wh!ch ume lbont as a ruul! ofMﬂu
L e
chester beume the of the

engineers' §
Bredbury steelworks took over their twin
factories a tonnuht ago, lumr the local

was. y the TECOg:
nised the union and Tesumed negouadmn.

FINED AND IMPRISONED
All this came about because the shop

No Power

in the Barref of this Gun-

THE APPALLING sentences imposed
on the group of Scottish revolutionary
bank robbers, Matthew Lygate, Colin
Lawson, William Macpherson and Ian
Doran, show how completely ruthless the
capitalist system can be when it feels
itself threatened in an especially sensitive
spot. The combination of crime, bank-
robbing, an offence against property and
the economic system based on it, with
ideology seems to arouse the most pro-
found fears in our masters,

The sentences were heavier than some
of those imposed on participants in the
Great Train Robbery, heavier than that
imposed on Howard Wilson, who shot
dead two Glasgow policemen. The lesson
is obvious. If you want to frighten your
rulers combine crime with Left-wing
ideology.

Unfortunately that seems to be about
You can frighten them,
e still no nearer to actually over-

them. It is a fallacy to believe
s rulers of - society

if

are wise,
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wicked, men, who are always well aware
of where their best interests lic. On the
contrary, they are a bunch of cruel
neurotics. Although they have the news-
papers at their command, to write gloat-
ing, nauseating reports of the case, and
a largely indifferent, or servile population
to back them up, they are scared to
death by a small group of men with
home-made weapons, who have managed
to steal in all about £14,000, a trivial sum
compared with the vast resources of the
modern state.

Matthew Lygate is reported to have
*helped form the John McClean Society
—a body who want to revere the memory
of an anarchist who, in the late 20s
wanted a workers' revolution in Scot-
land’, but his group made no claim to
be anarchists. They would appear to be
what is vaguely known today as ‘Maoist’,
and if they did succeed in bringing their
revolution into being the result would be
a worse tyranny than we have now, in all
probability.

But this for us anarchists is not the
point. We oppose Maoism, but we do
not believe that any human being, no
matter what his crime, should be im-
prisoned for twenty or thirty years (or
indeed for as many minutes). We oppose
the institution of punishment. But short
of actually executing these men, this is
the worst thing that could be done to
them. To all intents and purposes their
lives are finished. If they had been Nazi
war criminals, concentration camp guards
or something like that, they could hardly
have been more severely punished, Yet
all they did was to rob a trivial sum of
money from some banks.

This raises another point. It must
surely be obvious that the State will al-

ways behave in this way, in these circum-
stances. The advantages to be gained
from this form of action are very slight.
One of the newspapers, The Daily
Record, claimed that Matthew Lygate
had been in contact with the Palestinian
guerillas, with Saor Eire and the Chinese
Government The idea, whether this
tatement is true or not, is to give the
impression of a vast and powerful world-
, There is no conspiracy
And this sort of action |

fabout way of committing

attnck the State machine

Lt p 1 In dealing with

most
rful. It seems to me a folly

action
Cthe't

ock-out,
From last Mond; 750(1)0 i

'

Irhm.
strike
pute.

workers have bbeen on work-to-rule, and
are bam-un; overtime and piccework at
factories in the Greater Manchester Area.
This action alone should have cut output
down to a guarter of full production.

But the militant tone of the dispute
was already well developed before the
official  kick-off date (27.3.72) was
reached. A few employers were trying
to rush jobs through before the union's
official deadline for the work-to-rule.
This brought on spontaneous work-to-rule
workers at some plants and

action a week earlier than planned.
The threat of lock-outs, lay-offs and
i by some employers, set off

a chain reaction of strikes and sit-ins.

MORE TAKEOVERS

Already at the time of writing workers
have taken over at GKN, Bredbury; at
Laurence Scott, Openshaw; at Davis
& Metcalf; Metal Box Co., Cheshire;
Peart & Co., Hyde; Merlees, Stockport;
Cherstones, Cheadle Hulme; and Ches-
wick & Wright, Blackpool.

The chances are that by the time
you read this more factories will have
been occupied by their workers; more

to all kinds of workm, ‘and
surely be the best answer yet to.
and lock-outs. s

REBEL BOSS PAYS UP

carbon copy claims is

Lhtxlcr rms were ready to do a deal,
before the official work-to-rule got under
way last Monday,

Certainly if the Manchester workers' -
tactics are
will be felt not only m cngi!wering.
ins and work-ins should then become
a regular part of the British industry
cene.

NorTH WEST WORKERS.
POSTSCRIPT

The South Manchester Claimants'
Union has established contact with the
workers and have distributed their broad-
sheet ‘Social Security for Strikers’,

Franco Puts the Boot In

FRANCO GOVERNMENT of
iin has used martial law to get
shipyard workers back to work in El
Ferrol. They were threatened with con-
scription into the Navy if they did not
return to the Government-owned Bazan
shipyard.

The threat of conscription was used
in 1970 to force Metro workers back
to work after they had come out on
strike in protest against the shooting
by police of building workers.

In El Ferrol two workers were killed
and many wounded when police opened
fire on their demonstration.

A wave of solidarity strikes followed
these killings. In Bilbao 2,000 shipyard
workers stopped work and demonstrated.
Workers at the General Electric factory
joined them.

|Are you a university student?
Get your professor to recom-
mend for the university library
a set of |
BOUND VOLUMES §

|

ANARCHY Vols. 1-10
(Nos. 1-118)

1961-1970 complete

Price £40.00 per set
(p. & p. £1)

The El Ferrol branch of the National
Movement, Spain's only lawful political
organisation, has said that the demon-
stration ‘was managed by a few agitators
dedicated to violence who infiltrated the
honest and hard-working labour force to
lead them along the path of subversion®.

Similar statements have been made
in this country, Such utterances are
not only stupid but are an insult to
the workingman,

The church in Spain which backed
Franco during the civil war, has stated
that, ‘the privileged classes must get
used to the changed position of modern
life. After the deaths of our brethren
we can only listen to the commandment,
“Thou shalt not kill"."

No doubt the church feels it must
side with working people in their present
struggles if they are to maintain &
position of influence in the future. But
with friends like the church, who wants
enemies? Certainly the church would
not support any attempt at revolutionary

change They fear that Franco's in-
flexible attitude will create a situation
where both the privileged position of
those in government and the church

might be threatened
I'he repressive laws and threats of
conscription are being answered with
further solidarit wtion from other
vork I'h marvellot pirit  of
t continues to burn in Spain

1o all working people

Already at Manchester, the en;in-
eering employers” united stand against the
g to crack.

At Macclesfield, the firm of Ernest
Scragg has been threatened with ex-
pulsmn from the north vmt Bnginuﬂu

an
independent nyeemmt with the uninnn.

High St
01247 9249

Art Glnery exit,

Underground Stn
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FREEDOM
Inland, and Surface Mail abroad
for one year £3.00 (57.50)

six months £1 50 (53.75)
three months £0.80 ($2.00)
Alrmail
Europe & 1 year £4.00
Mlddle East 6 months £2.00
The Americas 1 year $12.50
6 months $625
Indin, Africa, &¢ 1 year £4.50
6 months £2.25
Australasia & 1 year £500
Far East 6 months £2.50
ANARCHY

Inland, and Surface Mail abroad
12 issues L2285 (56.00)

6 issues £1.13 ($3.00)
Alrmail

A & Canada 12 1ssues $11.00

6 issues  $6.00

Australasia & Y issues  £4.50

Far East 6 msuey  £2.28




VMM engaged in
the War by oo mathod of
another.

The American GIs have set up a
ﬁm 'ﬁlde Union with ox(cn.swe

soldiers’ dvil‘ﬁrlil;hh which, wen in the

:lnloﬁ persecuted by

d(ldh black soldiers.

xample, one group advocates desertion
to the Vietcong; this is, to the anarchist

mind, as illogical as placing one's de-

IRA. The military machine itself is the
enemy of society and the human race.
To change shoulder-flashes is not to be
free. In any case deserters are never

‘%

Sarvxmol339uhyme
York, N.Y. 10012, have published a pam-

1 d by any army. The top brass
have a comradeship which goes across

phlet outlining these. 1t is probable that
Queen’s Regulations have similar loop-
holes which might repay study.

h th

ional boundaries. Witness the matey
greetings with whlch high ranlg‘ng
er

mnks are just herded into camps.

The American PP
is open to d

on civil rights is associated wnh racial
discri which is habitual, even in
the army. Black soldiers form a great
proportion of the American regular army
largely owing to job discrimination, a
career in the army is very often the only
one open to coloured unemployed. The
same thing can be seen in Ulster where
a small proportion of coloured soldiers
are serving. Unfortunately, the cagerness
of many black soldiers to distinguish

h Eond

themselves and a latent aggressiveness

which can be worked off in military ser-
vice presents an Uncle Tom image which
fosters racial hatred in civilian popu-

, desertion is not the only
card in the soldier's pack. A fictional
Czechoslovakian soldier conscripted into
the Austrian army (1914-18) gave a whole
philosophy of military non-co-operation
the name of ‘Schweiking’. The GIs have
added to this—pot-smoking and ‘fragging’.
Pot-smoking has little to recommend it,
except, like booze, it is a form of escape,
but alas, only temporary.

The laws about sedition and incitement
being what they are, it is unwise to dwell
too long on ‘fragging’. However, since
a respect for human life is one of the
principles which turns one against mili-
tarism with its callous disregard for
human life, even the lower manifestations

Military Dictatorship

Continued from page 1
the making, has called for a two-day
general strike which will undoubtedly
be powerfully supported. He has
also called on the police to join the
strike and that, too, will be received
with sympathy. Workers of Northern
Ireland whose record in prosecuting
the class struggle over the last hun-
dred years has been as good as any.
who were out solid in the 1926
General Strike, who have fought for
and obtained much better wages
and conditions than workers in the
South (whose efforts were always
bedevilled by Irish pationalists) are
now being tra into aligning
themselves with their own bosses in
a bloody and useless struggle against
the British Army. For what?

The nationalist struggle led by the
IRA has brought death, maiming,
and misery to the Catholic workers,
but has not built a single home or
put a single pepwsy in the wage-
packet. The nationalist fight which
William Craig and his Vanguard
Party are spoiling for will, in the
same way, bring nothing but misery
and death to the Protestant workers
who support it.

Gauleiter Whitelaw and the British
Army are installed in Ulster to crush
any opposition to the policy of the
British Government. We cannot say
it too often: the State is organised
violence. Without armed men trained
to impose its will on the people,

a force ready to Kkill at the order
of an officer, Government policy
cannot be enforced and Government
itself is nothing. Heath and Wilson
have not been converted to pacifism,
their concern for the misery in Ulster
is just so much hypocritical eyewash.
They have sent troops in to kill all
over the world. They will kill till
the cows come home if it suits their
purpose. Today in Ireland they are
increasing the armed forces— not
bringing them out or disbanding
them. They are there to kill. Vio-
lence is not being ended, it is
being. directed. elsewhere.and.on: an
even bigger scale. If the Catholic
people are deluded by their leaders
into thinking that the setting up of
direct military rule is in their in-
terests and should be supported,
then the people who will soon face
the guns, the CS gas, the bullets
and the beatings-up, will be the
Protestants who formerly cheered on
the troops against the Catholics.
Wherever armics are let loose on
the people, wherever army com-
manders dominate the life of a com-
munity, it is absolutely certain that
someone is going to get killed and
a lot are going to be hurt,

As Northern Ireland is now to be
ruled as a colony by Westminster,
the British people are going to be
involved whether they like it or
not. (Of course, they already are
involved insofar as it is the people

THIS WEEK IN IRELAND

1OME ANONYMOUS PERSON in
57 Belfast sent me the Unionist pub-
lication T Terror and the Tears, pro-

duced obviously for British consumption

Itisav nsive booklet of excellent
photograp! h. which are supposed to depict
the horrors of what Hn |R\ ire doing
They do too, BUT at least two of the
horrors so shown were in fact the work

other 1 keep thinking of the
Is of pounds that Stormont have
wasted with the production of this
ol uper

which again 1

piece
ht

side of the border not infrequently fired
canisters across the border to get farmers
and the like who were filling in craters
and, as the gardai had to be on duty
there, they got suffocated. It seems to
me to be a very reasonable request but
it led to such name calling by the
Minister for Justice (a pup if ever there
was one, who attained to his position
far too young by reasons of nepotism)
\ g free-for-all broke out and
the on was adjourned s nobody

uld heard

Rate ¢ being put up to £6 in the
sound Dublin and ther he
\ Ratepayers’ strike. We |
Mayor and Corporation
thre year now
r f th in a it

f 1 at that moment

1 te he led

structive talents at the service of the on.

ceberg.  How
many soldiers hnve lusmned self-inflicted
wounds? . (Several cases of suicide were  ac
reported in carly days in Ireland) How
many have gone sick or committed
civilian offences in order to avoid being
sent to Ireland?
Groups have distributed Titerature
amongst the soldlcrs in Ireland. Thc War
Tnter I of 3 Caledoni
Road, London, N.I, have sponsored
some thinking on this subject. It is
obvious that if a man makes the decision
no longer to be a soldier—especially in
a combat situation—he will feel alone in
this. This is not so, there are people
ready to help.
For example the WRI has circulated
details of an American group, The Life
Center Association — Philadelphia (1006

naval base, and arouse support for
action among the local
very largely succeeded.
account is faken from the American  The eve
magazine ‘WIN’ and shows how soldiers much c
and sailors are more and more refusing
to be killers. It has obyious lessons for
British soldiers in Ireland today.
Eight men of the ‘Constellation Nine'
haye been released from the United States
Navy with general discharges under
honourable conditions. The men also
received travel pay and will receive
various veterans benefits.
Released with them was Jim Mohler,
who was unexpectedly transferred froin
Saigon after he organized an anti-war

who pay for, support, maintain,
service, and provide the men to
do the fighting) But now, if the
Protestant workers are deluded into
following Craig into armed resist-
ance, there will be plenty of poli-
ticians in Britain who will try to
arouse the workers into supporting
or opposmg such resistance. Fighting
and racism could spread to cities
like Glasgow, Birmingham, Liver-
pool, and London.

There is no easy way out, and
there is no way out at all through

politics. The people themselves must
take a hand. Not by lending them-
selves to the violence of the poli-
ticians.  Not by  supporting the
nationalists of the A or the
nationalists of the North and Craig.
Both these groups are devoted not
to the liberation of the people from
oppression and injustice, but to the
securing of power for themselves.
Catholic workers have suffered at
the hands of the British Army and
now it could be the turn of the
Protestants. The only hope is that
the people will unite against those
who would lead them into another
bloodbath.

Only if the Catholics repudiate
the IRA and the Protestants re-
pudiate the ‘Vanguard', and if both
unite in opposing the setting up of
a military dictatorship can the in-
terests of both be served. The army,
for all its training, is still a body
of workingmen in uniform. They
must be won over to the cause of
the common people, to the cause of
justice and decency. Not with vio-
lence but with the sort of appeals
which we have printed elsewhere
in this issue.

Nationalism is a
don’t feed babies, build homes, or
end wage-slavery. For that there
is m]mrul not nationalistic fervour,
but mutual aid, co-operation, and
brotherhood. Irish men and women
have suffered enough at the hands
of colonial rulers and their counter-

curse, Flags

parts, the fanatical (and religious)
nationalists. To hell with them all

with the IRA, with the Van-
guard, with the Green and the
Orange, and with politicians
of all breeds. The strength of the
workers is in their numbers and

in the simple fact that society can't
live without them. The army can't
oppress us if it isn’t serviced, main-
tained, and supplied, and especially
ranks are disaffected. If Craig
a fight, let him fight all on
I'he people should frater-
nise, not fight. Fraternise cach
sther, Catholic and Protestant, and
fraternise together with the soldie
Avoid nationalism like th
what it i plague
have died | fl ind
but none hav
wen in th

it 1t

his own

with

plague

petition that gathered over 1000 signa-
tures from GIs in Saigon and stimulated
other organizing efforts in Vietnam.
he muucioﬁﬂder ! rly rel
on general discharges gnificant vi
tory. Apparently the Navy did not know
what else to do with them, except release
them. They had continued to have an
effect on the other men on the USS Con-
stellation when they were held in the brig
of the ship. The men had expected to
spend up to a couple years in prison,
though they were not necessarily anxious
about it or prepared for it.

The ecight men released are Darryl
Larrabee, Ronald McLeod, Charlic
Andrews, Scott Flannagan, Jon Obe,
Charles Lawson, David Clay, and Jim
Mikell. The ninth man, Dan Hoag de-
cided after taking sanctuary to sail with
the ship, reportedly because of incredible
pressure from his family, The other men

a whxle to their res)

Some plan to stay in lhqr
whxletheres(phnmeomeblckh«thc
theSunD:egoorSananamBay -
to work in ongoing projects aimed at
attack aircraft carriers based in Cali-
fornia.

For many of the people who worked
on the Oonme iject. seemg these guys

was. jon for them

of that parllcular project. It was a
moment that they (as well as the men)
had waited for, but had not expected
nearly so soon.

For me the incredible, but simple,
suvcnsth that these guys had was a true
They aren’t hero-types, nor

still ider him very sympathetic to the
cause.
The ‘Nine' refused to go to Vietnam

with their ship, the USS Constellation,
when it sailed October 2 and instead took
sanctunry at Christ the King Catholic
Church in San Diego. After two days in
the sanctuary the men were taken from
the church at 430 am. by 27 federal
marshals and Officers of Naval Intelli-
gonce. The federal officials were reportedly
so nervous about the affair that they
entered declaring, ‘Surrender or you will
be executed!” when actually they meant
to say ‘Surrender or 1 will execute
warrant for your arrest!” One officer also
was 50 nervous that Charlie Andrews had
to handeuff himself because the officer
couldn’t do it

The sanctuary grew out of an eight-
month educational project in San Diego
aimed at making the citizens of that city
more aware of the role the USS Con-
stellation played in the Indochina War
The project included a city-wide vote in
which 45060 out of 54421 people that
voted wanted the Connie to stay home

5

from the war
Larrabee and McLeod were transferred
¢ Istand Naval Station near
o on October 29, \\lt.ll they

man Ron

are they men to be idolized. They aren't
heavy politicos, nor overly intellectual.
They’re basically just average people who
somehow found the strength to make a
courageous and moral decision amidst
death, destruction, and repression, That
is perhaps what makes them so beautiful
and so important.
Steve Lapp & Rick ECKEL.

ON SANCTUARY

When you take sanctuary you Kknow
vou have no legal stand. Everyone who
is associated with it pretty much has
to understand that. This is especially
true in our case where we were in the
‘Missing Ship's Movement', and we knew
we would be up for desertion. We knew
the federal marshals would be brought
in not just the local navy. We had
to take into consideration the charges
we were going to be faced with. T myself
expected ar least six months in prison.
However, they handled it all on the ship.
We got thirty days correctional custody.
The navy used this to their advantage.
They really couldn’t condemn us for what
did. Yet we did break navy law,
did have to have some kind of punish-
1 l/mk we got off about as easy
il i expect to get off. Any-
ary, you're trying
the line and not

we so

we

or less looks as
m't want to face

d, it m n

u really d.

mhuu that you just wan! to run
ry you are

beliefs and

rything is out

RoN McLron
One of the Nine




