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“For the Greens, parliamentary work should be of benefit to 
our many supporters at grass-roots level; it must never be 
undertaken for its own sake.”
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It's not possible to talk of the founding of the Greens 30 years ago without mentioning 
Tony Harris (1948-2013). As well as taking the initiative to launch the Greens, Tony is 
responsible for some of the key things about the Greens that we still value so much.

Tony’s story is fairly typical. As a student in Canberra and a country boy from Orange, 
he was radicalised in the 1960s and joined the Labor party during the heyday of the 
Whitlam years. However, by the early 1980s he was convinced that Labor was exhausted 
as a serious vehicle for change. As early as 1982 he was talking of the need for a Green 
Party in Australia along the lines of the German Greens. 

There were differences between the two countries but there were telling parallels too. 
Both countries had large anti-nuclear movements, a growing ecological awareness and 
a body of ’60s and ’70s radicals searching for a way beyond capitalism and bureaucratic 
socialism. When a bunch of his friends were expelled from the Labor party in 1984, 
it was no longer possible to argue with Tony and we agreed to help him call a public 
meeting in Glebe Town Hall in August 1984 with the aim of forming the Greens. This 
was the formation of the first Greens Party in Australia.

That initial meeting certainly drew a heterogeneous crowd – as ‘More Good Oil’ points 
out. On Tony's suggestion, we adopted the four founding principles of the German 
Greens - ecological sustainability, grassroots democracy, social justice and equality, and 
non-violence. Tony's other key contribution was to insist on a flat, federated structure 
based on maximum power in the hands of members in local groups. This may appear 
unexceptional now, and it is certainly something we are proud of about the Greens 
today, but in the 1980s other proponents of a Green party in Australia were advocating 
a top-down, centralised structure. 

Tony became aware as the 1980s unfolded of other groups and individuals around 
the country who were keen to contribute to the Greens in Australia. He didn’t believe 
anyone or any group should dominate the Greens and as the national registered officer 
he welcomed an expanding body of adherents.

Almost certainly Australia would have got a Green Party without Tony Harris, but the 
one we have owes a great deal to him and his conception of what that party should be 
like.

Hall Greenland
Greens NSW Convenor
July 2014
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MORE GOOD OIL (1984)
FIRST POLICY DOCUMENT PRODUCED BY THE GREENS IN AUSTRALIA
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MORE GOOD OIL CONTINUED..
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GREENS PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY
1971
World's first Green Ban established by Builders Labourers 
Federation with support of community groups to save Kellys 
Bush urban bushland at Hunters Hill in Sydney.

1977
Petra Kelly, a German political activist visits Australia, meets 
Jack Mundey, Green Ban leader. On returning home the 
emerging left party she is helping to establish takes the 
name 'Greens' (Grünen). Petra said she was inspired by the 
Green Bans. 

1979
Greens win seat in Swiss election. First time Greens take a 
seat in any parliament. 

1980
Founding Congress of German Greens (Die Grünen) adopts 
the four principles of ecological sustainability, grassroots 
democracy, social justice and non-violence that have been 
adopted by Greens parties in Australia and around the 
world. 

1983
Bob Brown elected to Tasmanian parliament as an 
independent. 

1984
First Greens Party formed in Australia in Sydney. Daphne 
Gollan was the preselected Greens candidate and won 5.5% 
of the vote in the federal election. (The ballot paper did 
not list Daphne as a Greens candidate as the party was not 
registered).

1985
The Greens registered with the Australian Electoral 
Commission. This is the first Greens party registered in 
Australia. 

1987
NSW Senate election. For the first time Greens in Australia 
are on a ballot paper – Ian Cohen the lead candidate. 
Greens preferences help elect Rob Wood from the Nuclear 
Disarmament Party.

Protesters save Terania Creek rainforest in northern NSW 
from logging.

Franklin Dam stopped after long dramatic public campaign.
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1990
At the federal election  Jo Vallentine elected as a Greens WA 
Senator. First time a Greens party member is elected to a 
parliament in Australia.

1991
Local Greens groups in NSW formalised into Greens NSW.

Greens first win in a local government election with John 
Sutton elected to Newcastle City Council and Bruce Welch to 
Marrickville.

1992
Australian Greens formed by NSW, Tasmanian and 
Queensland Greens at a meeting in Sydney. South Australia 
and Victoria joined shortly after. 

2002
Greens win first House of Representatives seat. Michael 
Organ became the MP for Cunningham on the NSW south 
coast in a by-election. 

2003

2010
In the federal election the Greens vote and representation 
increase significantly with a campaign focussed on action 
on climate change and rights for refugees. Adam Bandt 
elected to the seat of Melbourne. Adam is the first Greens 
MP elected to the House of Representatives in a general 
election.

2011
Jamie Parker first Greens MP elected to a single member 
electorate, Balmain, in a state general election. 

2004

2008

2013
Mehreen Faruqi, Greens NSW MP, becomes first Muslim 
woman in any Australian parliament for any party. 

WA Greens join the Australian Greens.

Jan Barham elected as the first popularly elected Greens 
Mayor in Australia. She was Mayor of Byron Bay for two 
terms. 

Greens win a majority on Leichhardt Council.
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First Greens Councillors elected – [far left] John Sutton on Newcastle 
Council and [far right] Bruce Welch on Marrickville Council with Greens 
Mayors Fiona Byrne [Marrickville] and Murray Matson [Randwick].

The famous interjection when the then US President George 
Bush addressed the federal parliament. Senators Bob Brown 
and Kerry Nettle called for Australian citizens in Guantanamo 
Bay to be returned. Greens MP Michael Organ is in front of 
Bob. 

August 1984 – founding meeting of a new Australian political party, the Greens. 

Australian Greens leader Christine Milne and deputy leader 
Adam Bandt launch the party’s no cuts to higher education 
campaign. 




